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PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER. 

1>nRIirG  THE  FOURTH  SESSIO^T  09  THE  POVETH   PARLfA* 
JIENT  OF  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM  OF  GREAT  BRITAIK 

▲HD IRELAND. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  16.        ' 

» 

FOBEIGN   TROOPS. 

Lord  King  rose,  in  pursuance  of  his  lordship^s  notice 
the  previous  night,  to  move  for  the  production  of  various 
papers  connected  with  the  important  subject  of  foreign 
troops  -now  in  this  country,  or  in  British  pay.    This  sub^ 
ject  was  one  which  his  lordship  considered  to  be  of  great 
constitutional  imporfauce.     It  had  always  been  99  consi* 
dered  by  the  people  of  this  country,  though  very  recently 
too  tilde  notice  had  been  taken  of  it.    IT,  however,  the 
same  views  of  the  constitution  existed,  it  moat  still  be 
▼iewed  in  a  serious  light  by  every  thinking  person.  With- 
in a  few  rears  past  the  number  of  such  troops  had  Qrachi 
increasedf ;  ana  it  appeared  by  the  army  papers  laid  be« 
fore  the  house,  that  the  expense  of  them  amounted  to  s 
ipililion  sterling,  a  sum  surely  sufficient  to  require  some 
consideration.     His  lordship  meant  tosay  nothing  by  way 
of  reflection  on  the  conduct  and  character  of  these  foreign 
troops ;  but  yet,  however  well  they  might  have  behayed^ 
he  thought  that  nobody  wonld  attempt  to  say  they  were 
equal  to  our  own  native  British  soldiers,     lit  it  could 
not  escape  the  recollection  of  noble  lords,  that  these  per- 
^ns  were,  almost  all  of  them,  not  only  foreigners,  but  the 
niitural  born  subjects  of  countries  now  under  the  dominion 
of  our  enemy,     tie  could  not  think  that  a  military  force 
of  such  a  composition,  with  the  temptations  that  might 
naturally  be  thrown  in  their  way,  were  fit  to  be  intrusted 
iriih  the  defence  of  this  country,  or  of  any  of  our  most  im-' 
portaot  military  stations  at  home  or  abroad.     He  should 
refrain  at  present  from  pushing  his  observations  farther  on 
that  particular  point.     He  could  not  better  shew  theopi- 
•  Vol.  II.— 1810.  B 
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Tiions  beld  in  former  periods  in  this  country,  on  this  nn- 
constiintional  subject,  than  by  reminding  their  lordships 
of  wlmt  tbej  would  all  recolkt^t  to  liaTe  I^r  thelangiiage 
of  a  speaker  of  the  house. of  commons,  in  addressing  toe 
throncon  Uieinlroductioo  and  keeping;  up  of  foreign  troops 
in  England..  His  lordship  (hen  alluded  to  the  well-known 
case  of  the  Dutch  Guards,  in  the  reign  of  William  III* 
and  other  cabcs  of  later  occurrence.  The  foreign  soldiers 
who  had  been  within  some  years  past  brought  into  this* 
kingdom,  were  undcrstcxxV,  at  first,  to  consist  of  emigrants 
and  others,  who  were  only  stationed  here,  as^on  their  pas* 
sage,  or  fur  other  immediately  pressing  reasons,  bat,  by- 
no  nieaiis,  as  a  species  of  permanent  establishment  incor- 
porated into,  anci  making  a  part  of  the  regular  militarv 
forces  of  Great  Britain.  Their  number  had,  notwiihstand- 
ingi  been  \ery  greatly  augmented,  from  Hanover,- and 
from  other  parts  of  Germany ;  and  certainly^  called  for 
some  notice  and  examinatioh  on  the  part  of  their  lord- 
ships. He  also  had  foatid  that  thej  possessed  certain  ad- 
Vanta^g^es  not  enjoyed  by  the  British  soldier,  such  as  a  U*  ' 
mitation  of  their  services  to  particular  parts  of  tlie  world^ 
the  true  state  of  which  it  was  one  oEgect  of  his  motion  to 
ascertain.  The  fooling  pn  which  tiiey  were  placed  with 
respect  to  pay  was  another  object,  as  he  should  desire  to 
know  why  they  should  receive  much  superior  pay  than 
tb^  had  been  used  to,  and  wh^  they  were  placed  on  a 
£>oUng  with  our  military  establishment  (the  most  costly 
in  Europe)  if  they  were  bound  to  perform  less  service  thaa 
QUr  own  army.  His  lordship  concluded  by  moving  for 
several  papers,  containing  accounts  of  the  number  of  fo* 
reign  troops  in  British  pa^,  of  the  number  of  them  em- 
ployed in  this  country,  ot  the  nature  and  of  the  extent  of 
the  service  for  which  they  were  engaged,  of  the  partipu- 
lars  of  their  pay  and  establishment,  &c.  Sec. 

The  Earl  of  Lherpool  rose  and  said,  that  he  should 
Qot  trouble  ihc  house  with  any  remarks  on  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  lord,  as  he  nnd  no  sort  of  objection 
to  the  production  of  any  of  the  papers  required  by  the 
uMe  lord's  motions.  The  production  of  the  papers  were 
then  agreed  to  neinm  con. 

.  TheEarlof  Damle^fitxid,  that  the  acquiescence  of  the 
noble  carl  in  the  no.blc  baron's  motion  would  answer  one 
object  of  the  motion  he  had  previously  submitted,  but 
which  had  not  been  agreed  to,  as  he  should  now  be  able 
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to  learn  what  namber  oF  foreign  soldiers  we  had  in  this 
coantrj,  and  by  ^bat  means  Mre  might  ascertain  what  num- 
ber of  our  own  native  iiifantrj  force  we  possessed  at  home; 
information  he  was  desirous  of  obfaining,  at  a  time  .when 
it  was  said  that  goyernment  was  about  to  send  nearl/  all 
that  kind  of  force  out  of  (he  country  ;  but  which  the  no* 
Ueearl  had  declined  to  give,  as  he  understood ,  because 
the  nnniber  of  them  was  so  small,  that  to  state  it  would  be 
communicating  information  \o  (he  enemy. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose  to  correct  the  misconceptioa 
of  the*  noble  earl.  Though  he  might  state  that  such  dq* 
camentsas  the  noble  earl  called  for  were  calculated  togiv^ 
information  to  the  enemy,  yet  he  must  deny  the  infeiwoe 
that  his  reason  for  withholding  such  documents  arose  froia 
the  force  of  British  infantry  being  too  sroall^  in  the  cij[* 
comstances  of  the  country^  to  be  retained  for  its  de« 
fence. 

COMMUNICATION  WITH  FRANCE. 

.  Lord  Holland  said,  that  ho  rose  to  give  notice  of  a  dm- 
tiou  on  a  subject  of  some  importance.  He  hoped  it  would 
not  appear  unfair  to  give  the  notice  in  ttie  absenoe  of  a- 
noble  lord,  (we  suppose  Lord  Mulgrave)  who  was  partica« 
larly  concerned  in  it.  "  The  noble  lord  would,  nodoubt, 
hear  of  it  in  that  house.  He  could  notteli  how  bis  ma« 
jesty's  ministers  at  present  stood  towards  each  other,  and 
whether  that  noble  lord  might  or  might  not-  be  in  com- 
munication with  noble  lords  then  present ;  or  whether  any 
particular  concealments  existed  among  them  towards  each 
other.  The  object  of  the  motion  of  whieh  he  should  now 
give  nojice  for  Thursday  next,  wasto learn,  wh^t  were  the 
communications  said  to  have  been  lately  made -bet wean 
this  country  and  France,'  relative  to  the  exchange  4>f  pri* 
soners,  &c.     Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

FaibAT,  ^ARCIt  16# 

Sir  Charles  Price  brought  up  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  removal  of  Smithfield  market,  ancl  leave  was 
givcu  to  bring  in  a  bill,  which  was  afterwards  throWii 
out.  •  • 

OAOXA^CE  ACC^OUNTS. 

Mr  Parnell  rose  ^n  convsequeuce  of  a  uolice  which  he 
had  lately  givca.     UcsUjuIJ,  hoivevcr,    make  no  apo« 
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logy  for  T?hat  he  conceived  almost  the  principal  doty  of 
a  reiKresentative,  and  that  tms  to  minrd  against  the  mis* 
application  of  the  public  money.  In  looking  over  the 
accounts  of  the  national  expenditure  which  hacf  been  late- 
ly submitted,  he  could  find  nothirig  satisfactory;  they 
gaVe  no  particular  reference'  to  the  particulair  applica- 
'  lions  of  the  immense  sums  voted.  In  the  statement  of 
the  nav»l  department  there  vras  nothing  more  than  one 

Seneral  head  of  sums  paid  into  the  Bank,  another  of  sums 
rawn  out  again.     In   the  account   of   1808  he  found 
eighteen  millions  condensed  into  a  few  items :  in  the  army 
'statement  there  was  the  same  spirit  of  classificatiun.     In 
the  ordnance  he  found  the  whole  subject  put  at  rest  in 
two  lines,  bne  of  expenses  at  home,  and  one  of  expenses 
abroad.     This  of  course  was  inadequate  to  convey  any 
just  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  expenditure  ;  and  no  vote 
ought  to  be  given  until  the  distribution  of  the  previous 
eumswas  iairly  accounted  for.     It  was  perhaps  not  im- 
mediately in  the  pcmer  of  the  office  to  procure  those 
accounts  in  a  perfect  state,  but  he  should  provide  for  that 
^  in  bis  motion.    But  if  the  heads  of  those  departments 
'  opposed  hiff  motion,  it  was  obvious  that  they  wi^^hed  for 
concealment,  and  it  was  equally  obvious  that  there  was 
soroetbing  wrong.    In  the  commons  of  Ireland  a  system 
liad  been  adopted  of  laying  the  account  of  expensed  on 
the  table  before  voting  the  supplies,   and  it    had  been 
found  one  of  the  best  expedients  lor  fHciiitating  the  public 
business;  but  if  they  were  to  be  now  called  on  to  vote 
away  millions  without  knowing  bow  the  past  money  bad 
been  disposed  of,  abuses  of  the    most  dangerous  nature 
might  be  left  undetected.     In  1S08  he  foitnd  5,600,000/. 
Totedy  he  found  only  an  account  of  4,900^000/.  paid, 
making  the  great  difference  of  700,C00/.    He   should 
therefore,  move  for  an  account  of  the  sums  voted  in  the 
last  session  for  services  performed,  or  to  be  performed, 
sepcifying  the  snips  and  services  as  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained.        -' 

Mr.  A.  Cooper  objected  to  the  motion  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  the  account  f  the  charges 
for  the  foreign  stations^  and  eveii  for  the  army  at  home, 
could  not  be  brought  into  a  state  of  account  for  a  consi- 
derable time  after  they  occurred,  so  considerable  a  time 
as  to  make  any  compliance  with  the  present  motion  per« 
fectly  impossible. 
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Sir  T.  Turton  had  heard  nothing  in  bppofiition  to  the 
statements  of  the  honoarable  mover.  Minbtera  could 
contrive  to  get  accounts  from  even  Quebec  and  Dememry, 
when  it  suited  their  purpose  to  come  down  to  that  house 
for  money.  But  what  was  it  but  nonsense,  if  that  word 
were  not  unfwirliamentary,  to  have  a  head  of  contingen- 
cies and  current  services,  in  an  account  not  prospective^ 
but  which  bad  passed   the  office;  he  found   those  sin* 

filar  heads  in  the  Quebec  and  Demerary  accounts.  ' 
here  must  be  still  euormotis  abuses.  ,  What  became  pf 
the  pay  of  that  immense  part  of  our  force  which  only 
existedf  upon  paper  ?  What  of  that  part  which  had  late- 
ly been  invalided  ?  He  fotmd  even  in  the  returns  before 
the  house,  as  falling  off  in  one  year,  from  9i,000  to 
6|000  men ;  where  was  their  pay  ? 

Aff.  CreeiMry  observed,  that  the  most  obnoxious  part 
of  the  expense  was  that  incurred  for  buildings ;  they  cre- 
ated an  expense  to  support  them  ;  they  created  a  patron- 
age, and  it  was  one  ot  the  omissions  in  an  honourable 
^ntleman*8  (Mr.  Rose's)  book,  that  he  bad  passed  over 
thisbmnch  of  patronage  and  influence.  Whatfras  the 
folly  of  buildin^or  purchasing  an  immense  mansion  for 
the  master-eeneral  of  the  ordnance  ?  It  waa almost  a  sine- 
cure; Lord  Gornwallis  held  it  while  in  Ireland,  Lord 
Chatham  while  on  the  expedition,  and  now  the  master- 
general  had  retreated,  and  tlie  treosurer  ran  away. 

Colonel  Wardk  was  aware  of  llic  ready  liberality  of 
ministers  in  acceding  to  motions  for  papers;  but  then 
they  never  gave  them.  He  luul  moved,  some  months 
since,  for  an  account  of  the  expenses  of  the  arliliery- 
drivers  corps,  and  he  had  Jicvcr  been  able  to  see  it  ou 
the  tablr. 

Mr.  jPerffT?a/ appealed  to  the  general  conduct  of  ad- 
ministration for  an  answer  to  the  charcrc  of  reluctance  in 
giving  accounts.  Perfect  candour  on  that  head  had  been 
the  object  of  his  majesty's  government ;  but  it  was  not 
on  them,  but  on  parliament,  that  any  charge  of  delay 
must  fall;  they  only  stated  the  reasons  which  were  or 
were  not  admitted  by  the  house.  As  to  the  Quebec 
accounts,  they  happci:ed  to  have  come  in  time  for  the 
general  statement,  and  they  were  of*  course  not  thrown 
off  into  a  future  one.  The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Parncll)  would,  on  looking  into  the  acccunts  of  1807, 
find  its  monies  voUkI  for  expanses  that  were  only  to  occur, 
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and  be  a  maUer  of  account  in  1808,  and  so  on.     An 
bonourable  member  ,bad  stated  the  grievance  of  public 
works,  but  it  should  be  remembered  Ihey  were  undertaken 
at  a  time  when  the  country  and  house  were  callinja^  out  for 
fortifications;   when  (hey  were  actually  besieged  night 
after  night,  by  the  importunities  of  honourable  members^ 
till  they  yielded  to  the  general  desire,  and  commenced 
those  works,  which  ihcy  could  now  cease,  without  mak* 
iog  all  they  had  done  worthless.     He  had  no  objection 
to  giving  the  ncconntof  i808;  but  this  unnecessary  call 
lor  accounts  disturbed  the  business  of  the  offices  in  a  very 
•eriotts  degree.     There   was  a  board    of  jcommissioners 
now  sitting,  from  whose  labours  the  most  valuable  results 
might  be  expected;  yet,  it  even  required,  to  supply  the 
accounts  for  that  board,  ihe  incessant  labour  of  a  number 
of  the  clerks  in  ihe  office  from  which  the  demand  of  the 
honourable  mover  must  be  answered. 

Jfr.  Porne// explained,  and  after  a  few  words,  relative 
to  modifying  his  original  motion,  moved,  that  the 
accounts  of  the  sums  voted  in  1808  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
specifying  the  sums  ailid  services  to  which  they  were  seve- 
rally applied.  The  bouse,  divided,  and  strangers  were 
ordered  to  withdraw. 
A  division  then  took  place. 

ror  the  motion  -  «  16 

Against  it  -  -  67 

■  ■        r 

Majority  •  -  41 

CAWrATGN  IN  PORTUGAL  AND  SPAIN. 

On  tliv  tr-admission  of  strangers,  \\c  found  the  Clian- 
crli«)r  I'f  tli(»  Exchequer  gn  his  lo/;s,  making  an'obser- 
vation,  on  what  wc  understood  to  have  been  a  notice  pf  a 
iiiution  ri's|)<'Cting  the  conduct'of  the  campaign  in  Por- 
Ingal  and  Spain,  by  IVfr.  Sheridan.  On  this  head  the  . 
ri^^ht  honouiable  gentleman  remarked,  supposing  the  mo- 
tion in  the  first  instance  to  be  for  papers,  how  voluminous 
a  n>a>s  ihvy  would  form,  if  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
rigiit  hoiHinrablc  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  to  move  for 
all  the  doctimcnts. 

Mr  SAen^ttii  replied,  that  hi?  intention  was  to  move 
a  resolution  of  censure  upon  his  majesty's  ministers,  for 
their  gross  misconduct  and  unfortunate  miscarriages  dur- 
ing the  campaign,  which  the  documents  abeady  in  the 
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possession  of  (be  house  would  bear  ouf,  and  not  to  oioye 
for  more  papers,  not  one  of  which,  if  they  were  actuall/ 
on  the  table,  should  he  ever  look  into  or  read. 

i 

BANKEBS'  OniFT  BILL. 

Mr.  Giles  mov6d  the  order  of  the  dnj  for  (he  second 
Heading  of  the  fmnkers*  draft  bill. 

Mr.  Wharton  desired  to  know  upon  what  ground  ibe 
Jiononrable  member  thought  this  measure  iiecessarj. 

Mr.  Giles  stated,  as  the  ground  of  his  bill,  that  the 
tax  upon  bankers*  dmfts  was  unproductive  ;  that  it  put 
persons  to  much  inconvenience ;  and  Ihat  the  mod^  re- 
sorted to  for  evading  the  tax,  such*  as  (he  having  iron 
chests  in  their  carts,  iu  which  country  bankers  had  their 
notes  Conveyed  from  town  to  tliera,  had  the  effect  of  dimi- 
nishing the  post*office  reveime.  On  these  grounds,  ke 
thought  that  the  tax  ought  to  be  taken  off  altogether,  or 
the  limit  cixtended  from  ten  to  forty  miles  distance  front 
the  residence  of  the  drawer. 

Mr.  Wharton  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
both  contended,  that  nothing  that  had  fallen  from  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  was  sufficient  io  induce 
them  to  give  up  a  itix  whi^h  producexl  30,OOOL  under 
the  improved  regulations.  Mr.  Wharton  moved  tliat 
the  bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months. 

Mr.  Dent  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Giles,  and  re- 
commended that  all  notes  re^bsuable  should  be  made  sub- 
ject to  a  tax  on  their  bcinij  Te-issuctl,a  measure  which 
would  be  a  ch(xk  upon  the  issue  of  country  paper,  and 
oblige  speculating  bankers  io  confine  the  issues  of  papers 
within  the  limits  of  their  actual  capital. 

The  question  was  then  put,  a^nd  the  amendment  agreed 

to  without  a  division,  by  4bich  the  bill  was  .thrown  outk 

"        .  '  »■  » 

BBPORT  OF  JUPPLY*— ORDNANCE  ESTIIf  ATBS. 

Mr.  Ltkshington   brought  up  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  supply  on  the  ordnance  estimates. 

On  the  motion  that  the  resolutions  be  agreed  to^ 
Mr.  Bankes  rose  to  urge,  what  in  principle  had  been 
enforced,  as  well  by  himself  as  by  other  gentlemen  on 
former  occasions.     The  expenditure  of  the  ordnance  de- 

Sartmeut  was  a  branch  of  the   public  expenditure  whicb 
ad  in^Treased  more  rapidly  than  any  other  part  of  it. 
There 'wa^  a  greater  expense  and  less  economy  and  good 
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management  in  this  than  in  any  other  of  the  departments. 
He  had  reason  to  believe,  that  \he  estimates  were  now 

E laced  upon  a  better  footing  than  formerly;  and  when 
e  considered  the  diminution  ivhich  had  taken  place  since 
last  ye^Ty  hewas  ready  to  give  his  right  honourable  friends 
credit  for  that  diminution.  But  he  was  still  of  opidton, 
that  a  very  considerable  reduction  might  yet  be  made  in 
these  estimates,  not  less,  perhaps,  than  a  sixth  or  a  fifth 
of  the  whole  expencliture.  In  that  case,  he  was  persuaded 
that  the  country  would  be  more  benefited  by  the  money 
which  would  be  saved  them  than  by  the  consequences  of 
the  expenditure.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  take  up  the 
time  or  the  house  by  going  through  the  diflferent  items^ 
though  he  must  observe  that  many  questions  had  been  put 
upon  various  heads  on  the  Inst  night,  which  had  not  been 
answered.  The  sums  voted  for  the  increase  of  fortifica- 
tions at  Newfoundland  he  bad  a  particular  objection  to. 
Such  modes  of  defence  were  directly  contrary  to  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  this  country  maintained  its  colonial 
possessions.  Me  had  a  similar  objection  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  money  for  a  similar  purpose  in  our  West  India 
islands.  The  distance  of  (he  settlements  rendered  it  more 
difficult  to  establish  efficient  checks  ;  and  this  was  an  ex- 
penditure which  it  particularly  behoved  parliament  to 
curtail.  The  defence  of  colonies  by  fortified  places  was 
disadvantageous  to  powers  having  the  command  at  sea, 
as  this  country,  and  could  only  be  beneficial  to  a  country 
circumstanced  as  France  is,  because  it  might  enable  such 
a  powerto  hold  its  insular  possessions  by  means  of  strong 
fortresses,  in  defiance  of  our  superior  fleets.  It  was  his 
opinion,  that  a  considerable  reduction  might  also  be  made 
with  respect  to  draft-horses  and  drivers.  Another  item, 
in  which  a  considerable  saving  might  be  made,  was  under 
the  head  of  works  for  infernal  defence  of  the  country. 
These  works  were  really  too  extensive,  and  ought  to  be 
linfiited.  The  system  had  been  taken  up  precipitately,  on 
the  sudden  alarm  of  invasion,' which,  in  the  end,  wasfound 
not  to  be  justified.  Bat  much  unnecessary  expense  had 
been  incurred  from  the  hurry  in  which  the  works  were 
constructed  in  the  winter  and. spring  seasons.  By  ap- 
plying therefore,  the  experience  of  the  past  to  the  future 
expenditure  under  this  head,  much  expense  would  be 
avoided ;  and  this  brought  him  to  observe,  that  iiis  chief 
complaint  was,  that  according  to  the  system  pursued  of 
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'  late  years,  the  government  was  understood  as  a  goyern« 
ment  of  departments,  without  any  controuling  power  to 
superintend  and  direct  the  whole.  Of  this,  the  speech  of 
the  honourable  member  op|K)site,  on  a  former  nigot,  was 
an  illustration.  Each  department  wished  to  make  itsdf 
as  uerfect,  and  to  ehibrace  as  many. advantages  as  possible, 
and,  in  tht*ir  ambition  (o  ouf.st rip  every  other  department, 
no  expense  was  considered.  The  language  was,  don*t 
mind  expense,  care  not  about  the  pounds  or  the  shillingi, 
but  make  the  department  perfect. 

"  Tocut  teres  atque  rotundut." 

When  parliament,  therefore,  found  the  government,  in  its 
dificrent  departments,  without  any  efficient  controul,  it 
became  its  duty  to  act,  not  only  as  a  watch  upon  the  con* 
duct  (if  these  diffiTent  departments,  but  in  st>me  instances 
as  an  ally  or'  auxiliary  force,  in  support  of  what  may  be 
right  irr  their  arrangements.  Committees  of  that  house 
had  often  protected  miniiiterB  in  this  way  against  the 
weight  of  the  departments  of  their  own  government. .  In 
illustration  of  this  observation,  be  might  advert  to  the 
anangement  made  ih  a  former  session  wilh  the  bank  ;  a^ 
arrangcroent  which^  though  beneficial  for  the  public,  had 
not  b^n  carried  to  the  extent  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee of  ^finance,  of  which  be  had  been  chairman.  No 
minister,  however  strong,  could  have  carried  that  arrange* 
ment  into  effect,  if  not  supported  by  the  weight  and  au- 
thority of  inch  a  committee.  He  had  no  doubt  but  very 
considerable  reductions  might  be  made  in  these  estimates. 
As  to  the*  mpdc  of  preparing  these  estimates,  it  was  hit 
opinion  (hat  ihey  ought  to  bje  drawn  up  as  fuUy  as  pos- 
sible, wilh  all  the  sums  necessary  to  be  voted,  specified 
under  the  precise  heads  of  service  to  which  they  were  to 
,  1)0  appliecf.  In  this  respect,  he  had  to  complain  of  the 
sloyenly  manner  in  which  the  estimates  were  usually  pre- 
pared, so  that  in  the  smallest  estimates  the  sums  and  tl|e 
services  were  not  always  fairly  represented.  He  admitted, 
however,  that  they  \«ere  in  this  instance  better  in  that  re» 
spect  than  formerly.  He  was  surprised  not  to  find  an 
estimate  or  provision  for  the  expense  knoHU  to  lie  every 
day  incurred  in  the  buildings  going  on  at  th«  ordnance 
office.  The  honourable  gentleman  then  went  somewhat 
into  detail 'of  the  items  complaining  of  the  heavy  expense 
incurnsd  last  year,  for  erecting  a  pow4er-mill  i  and  also 
Vol.  H.— 1«10.  C 
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Uiat  so  lar^e  a  sum  as  600,000/.  should  have  been  voted 
hkst  se«^sion  for  salfpetre,  when  no  such  sum  could  have 
been  necessary.  ^  He  then  observed,  that  as  that  house 
fished  to  give  every  publicity  to  their  accounts,  it  would 
be  desirable  that  ihe  items  of  expenditure  should  be  dis* 
tiiictly  htafcd  under  their  pro|H;r  heads.  Thouijh  the 
^timat.^  had  been  presenird  thi^  year  in  an  improved 
s<afe,  he  was  slil!  of  opinion  that  further  improvements 
mi^ht  Im^  made.  But  whether  the  expenditure  was  to  be 
larrfo  or  small,  it  oua^ht  to  be  Wrly  stated.  In  that  case 
they  should  better  be  able  to  ascertain  how  fiir  the  suras 
voted  under  each  head  tell  short  of  or  exceeded  the  ser- 
vices for  which  they  mifrht  Im  granted.  It  was  in  that 
}\oini  of  view  that  the  c*sttmates  should  be  looked  at,  first 
hy  the.  executive  government,  and  afterwards  by  that 
house,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  effectual  con- 
troul  over  the  lavish  expenditure  of  the  pufaitc  money 
which  departments,  when  left  without  any  such  check, 
were  but  too  apt  to  run  into.  By  this  course  they  would 
l>e  able  to  see  how  many  things,  tnou^ht  necessary  by  the 
departments,  the  public  service  could  do  without ;  and 
in  the  hour  of  danger  they  would  bestronger,'through  the 
money  saved,. than  they  could  be  by  the  efiect  of  an  ex* 
(pendittire,  on  many  occasions  useless.  No  effort  should 
lie  left  untried  to  raise  our  revenue  to  our  expenditure,  as 
until  we  should  bring  our  expenses  down  to  an  amount 
commensurate  with  our  revenue,  we  could  never  consider 
the  country  in  a  state  of  security.  . 
;  Mr*ft\  Pole  began  by  apologizing  to  the  house,  for 
being  obliged  to  repeal  a  great  deal  of  what  be  had 
already  troubled  them  with  on  (he  subject  of  these  ord* 
nance  estimnt<%.  He  would,  however,  endeavonr  to 
abNtain,  as  much  as.  |>ossil)le,  from  doing  so.  His  ho« 
nmirable  friend  opposite  (Mr.  Baukes),  had  said  that  one- 
4»ixth  of  the  ex  Ileuses  might  be  saved.  In  this  account, 
jt  was  cKarth^rta  millio:i  and  a  half  had  been  saved; 
iind  if  his  honourable  friend  knew  of  any  thing  that  could 
e/lect  a  saving  t<>  ihoanionnt  of  a  sixth,  he  certainly  ought 
to  have  pointed  out  in  what  way  it  could  be  done*  'Ihe 
master-general,  arul  all  those  under  him  in  the  ordnance 
department,  would  listen  to  him,  and  feel  themselves 
<»bli:;ed  by  his  commiinicutions.  His  honourable  friend, 
however,  had  not  condescended  to  point  out  one  single 
item  in  which  a  saving  could  be  made  ;  which  he  thought 
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"was  not  fair  or  candid  as  he  rIiouUI  have  expei^fed  from 
fak  honourable  friend.     With  respect  to  >vhat  Jiad  fuUcn 
from  his  honourable  friend  on  the  stibject  of  the  Martello 
Towens,  having  said  so  much  on  that  head  on  a  former 
night,  he  should  content  himself  with  nr>w  ol>servin^,  that 
irenllemen  should  reooUect  the  time  when  those  MarteHo 
Towers  were  underfaken,  and  ordered  fo  be  built,  wn»^ 
when  there  was  a  great  niarm  raised  as  to  this  countrjr 
being  immediately   inTade<l,  and  the  government  were 
looked  to  in  a  very  anxious  manner,  to  provide  the  .h^t 
and  speediest  means  of  defence.     It  was  not  fnir,  therer 
fore,  to  come  now  and  say  as  his  h.mourahle  friend  }\^ 
done,  that  if  {government  l]ad  proceede<l  deliberately  they 
might  have  done  the  business  much  cheaper ;  for  if  miili«k!- 
ters  had  at  that  time  proceeded  deliberatelyy  there  would 
have  been  a  great  outcry  against  tiiero  ^l)eing  ifiattanr 
tiveand  dead  to  the  dan^jfiers  which  tjiQrtf  threatened  the 
country.     He  could  not  agree  with  his  hoROurabic;  friend, 
that  the  ordnance  department  if  as  under  the  controul  of 
the  first  lord  of  the  treasury •     He  perceived  his  bonourn- 
bk  friend,  by  the  shake  of  his  head,  di^a^reed  with  hir|i 
in  that  position ;  and  another  honourable  friend  of  his 
.  near  him,  who  was  a  grea)  financier,  by  a  similar  shake  pf 
his  head,  signified  that  he  also  diflPered  with  him  Qfi  that 
point ;  still  he  must,  much  as  be  rei$pepted  the  opiniQVfs 
of  his  honourable  friends,  persist  in  his;  own.    He  allowed) 
that  when  he  had,  as  first  clerk  of  the  board  of  ordpan^^' 
made  out  the  estimates  of  that  depitrtmeut  for  the  current . 
year,  lie  laid  thein  before  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  f^r 
his  attention  and  observation,  and  was  j^eady  to  answer  his' 
inquiries  as  to  any  of  the  articles  therein  copta^oed  ;  .bat 
yet  he  did  not  think  that  thefir^t  lord  of  the  treasory  hq^\ 
any  controtd  over  those  estimates.     His  hononral)lotrtcrid 
iiad  found  fault  with  the  charge  of  current  expenses  and 
contin£!:encie8  ;  but  he  had,  in  cojnmon  with  many  other 
gentlerorn,  fallen  into  a  mistake.     He  had  on  a  former 
night  observed  the  samethingof  an  honourable  gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.    Whitbread),  who,    notwiihstanding  his 
acutencss,  and  his  lieing  one  of  the  most  active  merpI)Qrs 
of  that  house  he  had  ever  seen,  had  fallen  also  into  ibo 
same  mistake.     He  would  convince  his  honourable  liipud 
of  his  error.     The  ordnance   estimates  had  alwajrs  l;e«n 
made  up  in  this  way,  and  f*>r  this  re.!<5on.     He  would,  ibr 
instancei  take  the  estimates  for  the  Island  ()f  L)ctpora.ra  ;ic 
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4000/.  When  the  issues  came  to'be  made,  it  was  foond  ' 
they  amounted  to  6000/.  ;  the  addiiipnal  2000/.  mrs  there- 
fore added  umler  the  head  of  current  expenses  and  con- 
tingencies, and  when  the  estimate  was  made  next  .year, 
the  current  expenses  and  contingencies  would  be  put  down 
at  six  thousand^  the  ponlingfcnrics  having  exceeded  the 
<Mtin>ate6.  It  was  c^sy,  however,  to  acamnt  for  ^gentle- 
men being  liable  to  fall  into  such  mistakes.  When  they 
ffot  an  army  estimate  in  their  hands,  each  of  them  fancic'd 
iiimself  a  general ;  when  they  got  an  ordnance  estimate, 
each  of  them  thought  himself  a  great  engintx'r ;  and  when 
a* navy  estimate  came  into  their  possession,  each  of  them 
became,  in  hia  own  mind,  a  gallant  and  cxperiencedad- 
Kbinil ;  and  thns,  without  knowing  any  thing  of  those 
•eTeral  professions,  without  having  been  bred  to  any  one 
-of  them,  they  set  themselves  down  as  com|K>tent  judges, 
and  preierred  their  o'ffn  opinions  on  those  subjects  io  those 

.•of  men  who  have  studied,  pierhaps  for  years,  to  attain  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  those  branches  of  nival  and  mili- 
tary science  to  which  they  were  bred,  and  which  one  would 
suppose  might  enable  them  to  form  tolerably  correct  esti- 
mates in  these  several  branches  of  the  ^rvice.  Having 
teid  thus  much,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  trouble 
the  house  furtlter.  As  to  the  financial  opinions  of  his 
honourable  friend  near  him,  future  occasions  would  occur 
in  which  be  should  have  an  opportunity  of  combating  ^ 
them. 

Mr.  ffuikisson  said,  his  honourable  friend  had  taken 
•uch  particular  notice  of  an  unfortunate  shake  of  his  head, 
that  he  could  not  avoid  tp  say  a  few  words  on  the  presimt 
occasion.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  have  repeated  wimt 
he  had  said  on  a  former  night.;  but  as  he  had  been  so  al- 
luded to,  he  mustagaio  say,  that  if  we  don^t  look  io  some 
permanent  establishment  that  may  be  adequate  to  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war,  this  country  would  be  in  a  very 
awkward  predicament,  and  in  considerable  embarrassment. 
He  shoula  be  as  glad  as  any  one  to  hear  of  a  peace ;  but 

'  M  he  had  reason  to  fear  the  war  would  be  very  long,  we 
must  look  to  some  system  ;  we  must  see  what  we  can  ex- 
pend in  one  year,  and  how  that  can  be  done  to  the  greatest 
advantage*'  He  for  one  had  the  greatest  confidence  in 
the  resources  of  the  country,  but  we  roust  see  on  what 
permanent  scale  of  expense  we  can  carry  on  the  war  witjii 
eflEbct|  and  provide  adequate  resources.    As  he  was  called 
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OD  by  his  right  benourable  friend  who  spoke  last,  to  sbeWf 
more  thaa  by  ft  shake  of  his  head,  there  vrm  a  coBtroal 
QFcr  the  ezpendilure  of  the  onloaoce,  he  o^mld  only  say, 
Ihat  ever  since  be  bad  knowji  the  treasury,  it  had  been  so 
^held ;  and  if  that  had  always  hccn  adhered  to,  it  would 
have  saved  i^reat  sums  to  fhe  public,  particularly  in 
banadcs.  His  right  honourable  triend  hati  saiid,  that  his 
honourable  friend  opposite  (Mr.  Bankcs)  bad  /ourlcl  fault 
with  the  extraivagance  of  the  ejC|>encliture,  and  had  not 
'  pointed  out  one  single  item  in  which  there  could  be  a 
saving,  whereaa  the  contrary  was  the  case.  His  honouca- 
ble  friend  opposite  had  particularly  pointed  out  a  great 
saving,  which  might  be  made  iu  district  horses ;  and  ia 
several  articles  under  the  head  of  expenses  for  the  defence 
of  the  country ;  in  which  he  (Mr.  Hiuikisson)  agreed 
altogether  with  bis  honourable  friend  opposite,  tbat^very 
considerable  savings  might  be  made. 

Afr*  IVUlbread  contended  for  the  right  of  every  mem- 
ber of  parliament  to  examine  into  the  expenditure  of  the 
country,  even  though  he  might  nut  be,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  suggest,  in  his  own  opinion,  either  an 
engine  or  an  admiral.  The  honourable  gentleman  ought 
not  to  deny  a  desire  of  excelling  every  tribute,  for,  if  he 
was  himsdf  io  be  believed,  there  was  never  a  nobler  st*cre» 
tary  to  the  admiralty,  clerk  of  the  ordnance,  or  governor 
of  Ireland,  than  he  was.  Mr.  Whitbread  (h<fn  proc4X?ded 
to  comment  on  the  report,  and  concluded  by  hoping  it 
woiiuld  exhibit  an  improvement  c;ich  successive  year. 

Mr.  A.  Cooper  re|>lied)  and  the  report  was  agreed  to.    x 

Adjourned^ 

HOUSE  OF    LORDS. 

MONDAV,  MAflCH  19, 
*   NAVY. 

Lord  Viscount  Melville  made  several  motions,  whicli^ 
were 'agreed  to,  for  returns  relative  lo  the  navy,  of  ships 
in  commission,  of  those  in  ordinary,  building,  &0. — On 
one  of  them,  for  a  return  of  the  number  of  docks,  and 
ships  in  each  dock-yard, 

jLord  Mulgraie  was  not  disposed  to  object  to  the  noble 
Tiscount^s  motion,  understanding  his  object  to  be  to  insti* 
tute  a  discussion  as  to  tvhether  it  was  most  expedient  to 
employ  hired  trim>ports,  or-bhips  of  wur,  for  i  he  convey* 
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ftficeof  troops,  and  ^Ulitn^  that  (he  noble  viscount  mij^bt 
he  put  in  possession  of  all  the  inFormation  which  he  mi|rht 
think  noce^Ksary  for  elucidating  the  snbject.  With  lespeot 
to  »^  dan/^er  of  givlnfr  information  to  the  enemy,  ncarJy 
.the  same^ minions  had  born  a^rerd  to  in  1^05;  and  at  all 
ereirts  the  navy  was  in  (ha<  btate  at  tiie  ]}re»;ent/ moment, 
that  no  danger  could  arise  from  gWing  the  information 
■onght  for^  , . 

Lord'Yiseonnt  MelviHo  nrycd  the  same  points  in  ar^- 
ment ;  and  after  a  f<*w  words  in  snpjiort  of  his  ohjection, 
fram  the  Dnkeof  Norfolk;  and  fVom  the-tiari^f  Darnley, 
in  reference  to  the  nioliofis  made  in  I^Od^  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  last  motian  made  by  Lord  Vifoo»nt  MelTilJe,  wis 
f(vc  a  ratnm  of  the  .nnmbef  of  artificers:  vntployed  in  the 
dock-yards^  distinjg^iisbing  those  •  enphiycd  on  new 
work,  &c. 

Earl  Grey  was  not  disposed  t*  object  to  the  noble 
viscount's  motions,  on  the  ground  of  the  danger  of  giving 
information  of  that  description  ;,bnt  be  did  not  see  how 
ih<»  present  motion  applied  to  the  object  which  the  noble 
Yisconnt  had  id  view.  The  question,  as  to  whetlter  it  was 
j^rrfcrable  to  employ. hired- transports  or  ships  of.  war  for 
the  conveyance  of  troops,  ^Ati^  one  of  great  interest  and 
importance  ;  but  it  was  also  one  which  it  was  extremely 
dit&cnlt  to  tietermine,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  inipo6« 
sible  (0X  any  government  (o  establish  an  absolute  rule  upon 
the  subject. 

/iOrcf  Viscount  Mekille  said,  his  object  was  toasrortain 
i\\ti  new  work  ordered,  and  to  shew  the  practicability  of 
employinir  the  artificers  in  getting  rrady  ships  in  ordinary 
for  transport  service,  instead  of  their  being  employed  in 
nevy  work,  \^hich  was  not'\vanted. 

After  sofue  conversation  bet^veen  Earl  Grey,  liOril 
Viscount  Mllville,  and  the  Earl  of  Darnley,  the  motion 
was  a j: reed  to. 


IiaUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

MONDAY,  MAHCII    19. 
THE  THEATRES. 

Sir  James  Shaw  presented  a  petition  from  the  gentle- 
men who  had  before  petitioned  the  h<  use  for  the  erection 
of  a  city  theatre,  praying  an  extension  of  the  time  ibr 
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brioginsr  forvaid  a  hilt  for  six  weeks.  The  allegations  i« 
the  petition  stated,  that  the  case  was  now  before  the  priv^ 
conitcil,  and  that  the  petitiontirs  were  anxious  to  await 
their  decision.  The  worthy  alderman  havin^^  moved^  that 
thesQspensioo  so  claimed  should  be  granted, 

Mr,  Sheridan  observed,  that  it  was. the  most  extraor- 
dinary  application  ever  submilteil  to  the  consideration  ^ 
parliament.     The  petititiners  first  created  the  difficulty  of 
wbi<^  they  complained^  aiid  they  then  modestly  asked 
the  house  of  commons  to  sacrtfire  their  orders  uf  proceed- 
in^t   to  that  delay  and  procrastination  nhich  was  stu- 
diously produced  by  thems^'lves.     If,  indeed,  there  was 
preserved  by  the.peiitioners  any  candour  ;  if  even  the  or- 
diuary  courtesi  8  ><*  life  were  attcudiHl  to  uruler  %}xc\\  cir- 
cumstances, there  woultl  l)c  an  apt)lo<^y  for  the  preseuit 
unprecedented  appUcatioj),  and  \wo-si  certainly  he  never 
would  have  condescended  t(>  oppost!  it.     Their  petitioa 
was  presented  on  the  8th  of  Fi>bruary  liisr,  and  referred  t# 
a  conimiilee.     Bijfore  that  ct)minitlee  they  ha?e  not  ven- 
tnred  t«  state  their  case,  of  lo  prove  the  truth  of  their 
a4leg;dions.      it  was,   therefore,  mosit   natural   for  those 
whose  interests  their  cliini  went  to  affect^  to  hav«  sup- 
posed, that  irettin^  rid  of  the  ardour  of  the  first  impres- 
sion,   these    gentlemen    had,    upon    a   re-cousideralion, 
dotermibe4  to  ubstaiii  fioiu  pressintr  a  point,  Which,  if 
complied  ^ith,  must  operate  against  others  as  an  act  tff 
gross  injustice  und  oppression.     In  the  first  instance,  they 
proceeded  witboMt  4^iving  any  notice  to  those  most  mate- 
rially affected  by  their  proposition ;  and  even  now  tliey 
Itave  not  thous^hi  proper  to  ^\\t  a  notice  of  their  renewedl 
attempt,  alihoui^h  they  muNtUuve  fell  that  their  silence, 
and  want  of  |7ro^rcss,  must  have  iuducc^d  their  oppoueuts 
fo  have  ccmsldered  the  question  ab^indoned.     But  what 
did  the  ^Vftitlon  presented  tiiaf  ni«:ht  by  the  worthy  alder* 
man  convey  ?     it  conveyed  a  positive  untruth.     It  stated 
that  they  had  applied  tor  a  licence,  and  that  the  casp  was 
ROW  betbre  the  privy  council.    What  was  the  truth f  The 
truth  was,  that  they  had  made  no  application  tor  a  licenc^ 
hut  had  applied  to  the  privy  council  lor  a  chartered  in- 
eorporation.     That  was  another  illiij^tration  of  that  mono* 
poly,  lo  |jrevent  whii^h  tln'se  vtry  disinteresicd  petitloaers^ 
would,  by  anatfctcied  public  spirit,  wish  to  iiU|>ose  upoa 
the  town  as  their  object.     Their  petition  had  been  sub* 
mittcd  to  bis  majesty *s  attorn«>y  and  ^olicitor-ifeMerals^and 
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those  oRcin  had  comidered  it  their  doty  to  state,  that  a 
oompliance  with  such  an  application  would  be  an  act  of 
grofis  and  unprecedented  ia)iu>tice.     Froip  their  decision, 
they  haye  appealed  to  the  King  in  council ;  and  the  house 
'  had  only  to  mark  their  shuffling  progi^ss.    They  first  ap« 
plied  to  Che  house  of  commons,  and  nex^  to  ibe  privy 
connciL    Now,  suspecting  an  uolavourabie  decisicm  in 
the  privy  council  they  again  fly  back  lo  (he  house  of 
commons,  and  miideslly  demand  a  suspension  in  their  fa* 
ironr  of  its  orders.     It  was  not  I  heir  original  proposition 
with  which  he  was  inclined  to  quarrel ;  but,  wnen  the 
peculiar  interests  of  others  were  concerned,  he  had  surely 
a  right  to  complain  of  that  total  absence  of  gentlemanly 
consideration,  which  ever. had  been  observed  when  new 
speculators  attempted  to  disturb  and  injure  :he  recognized 
property  of  others*    For  instance,  he  would  ask  with  what 
▼iewr  it  was  that  this,  petition  was  signed  by  a  giontleman, 
apparently  in  rightof  his  office  as  lord  mayor  of  the  city 
m  London  i    As  an  individual,  and  as  that  alone,  specu- 
lating upon  a  particular  object,  had  that  respected  iudivi« 
dual  a  right  to  sign  it  ?  ana  it  was  with  some  justice  that 
the  persons  opposed  complained  of  the  delusion  which 
such  a  signature  conveyed.     Did  it  not,  at  least  at  first 
sight,  seem  to  convey,  that  the  good  citizens  t>f  London 
were  anxious  for  this  new  theatre,  and  that  their  worthy 
ctiief  magistrate  was  therefore  an&ious  for  their  gratifica- 
tion ?    But  it  was  no  such  thing.    The  proposition  of  ttie 
petitioners  was  a  personal  speculation,  wholly  unieoom- 
mended  by  any  rctal  motive  of  public  advantage.     Thers 
was  indeed  a  signature  to  that  petition,  he  meant  Mr* 
Richard  Cumberland,  which  not  a  little  surprized  him ; 
knowing,  as  he  did,  that  the  Theatres,  at  present  in  pos- 
session of  patents,  had  ever  been  ready  to  affiird  his  pro- 
ductions a  prompt  opportunity  for  the  public  judgment. 
Jf  any  thing  in  that  ordeal  lurned  out  unpleasant,  it  was 
not  perhaps  so  attributable  to  the  theatres  as  to  the  public. 
With  respect  to  bis  moral  reformation  of  the  theatres,  he 
might  probably  succeed  in  their  metamorphose  into  cha- 
pels and  conventicles.      Mr.   Sheridan  concluded  with 
stating,  that  although  he  felt  it  necessary  to  say  thus 
much   upon  the  (question,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  op* 
pose  the  prayer  ot  the  petition  presented  by  the  worthy 
alderman. 
Mr.  A^  Brovcn  thought  that  the  observations  of  the , 
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mghi  hoiMMirable  gentleman  prematare  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, and  the  more  unnecessary  as  he^  had  professed  his 

.  intention  not  to  oppose  tb^  motion.    But,  waring  all  dis- 

cnssion  as  to  the  original  proposition,  he  thought  it  in«  . 
Unbent  on  him  to  rescue  the  measure,  and  the  promoters 
of  it.  from  the  severity  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
coaoeanation,  who  had  thought  proper  to  characleri» 
itte  proposition,  as  a  ii^sure  of  foul  injustioe  and  oppres* 
sion.  He  assured  the  right  honourable  member,  ofwhos^ 
manly  mind  he  and  the  country  were  assured,  that  the 
gentlemen  whose  names  were  to  the  present  petition,  were 
incapable  of  giving  the  sanction  of  their  honour  and  cha- 
racter to  a  measure  of  foul  injustice  and  oppression  ;  and 
Ire  was  persuaded,  that,  upon  discussion,  it  would  be 
found  not  <  nly  undeserving  the  severe  terms  of  censure 
which  the  right  bonoumble  gentleman  had  applied  to  it^ 
but  an  act  of  public  expediency,  essential  under  the  exist* 
ing  circumstances  of  the  town. 

MrvSheridan.  in  reply,  briefly  stated,  that  if  the  pe« 

^  titioners  proved  that  the  present  arrangement  in  the  theatres 

were  injurious,  either  to  the  advancement  of  dramatic  ta« 
lent,  or  to  the  amusement  and  instruction  of  the  tpwflf^ 
be  was  ready  at  once  to  throw  up*the  interest  ^he  had  ia  / 
the  patent  of  Drury*lane.    At  the  same  time,  in  speaking 
of  darters,  and  meeting  this  cry  of  monopoly,  be  would 
put  it,  with  his  best  respects,  to  the  lord  mayor  of  Lon«   * 
don,  to  consider,  whether,  ^if  charters  were  of  such  little 
consideration,  in  consequence  of  their  monopoly,  such 
doctrine  might  not  ultimately  go  to  affect  that  of  the  city 
of  London. 
~  The  motion  of  Alderman  Shaw  was  then  agreed  to. 

LOCAI«.  MILITIA. 

Mr*  Seer^tarjf  Ryder  inoved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
relative  to  improvements  in  the  local  militia  laws.  He 
observed,  that  the  principal  objection  to  the  establishment 
of  the  local  milHia  was  the  expense ;  but  that,  in  the 
commencement,  that  objection  was  not  thought  of  sufficient 
weight  to  counterbalance  the  great  and  wvious  Advan« 
tages  of  the  measure;  but  diminution  of-expense  was  not 
lo^  sight  of^'  and  for  that  object  the  regulation  c^  Decern- 
ber'last  was  adopted.  By  that,  the  permanent  non-com- 
missioDed  officers  were  reduced  to  one^fourtb,  and  their 
toining  days  from  28  to  8d.  '  The  first  of  ihosi:  dimino- 
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tions  lessened  tbe  expense  by  ISS^OOO/.  and  the  total  de* 
duction  was  348,000/.  making  atjout  one-half\  of  the  pre- 
sent total  Expense  of  thejocal  militia.  There  were  some  ob« 
jections  to  those  reforms.    It  had  been  said  that  individuals 
jnight  suiflTer  by  a  reduction  of  an  inoome  for  which  they 
bad  given  up  their  former  pursuits ;  next,  that  the  dis- 
cipline of  tne  corps  would  suffer  from  the  diminished 
training ;  but  neither  could  fairij^pccur :  and,  as  to  the 
discipline,  by  exercising  the  non-commissioned  officers 
for  seven  days  before  the  general  embodying,  ^  any  injury 
to  the  discipline  must  be  guarded  against.    A  clause  was 
intended,  giv^g  to  the  commanding  officer  a  power  of 
increasing  the  number  of  Serjeants  and  corporals,  provided 
the  whole  amount  of  pay  did  not  exceed  the  sum  already 
allowed.    A  second  clause  was  to  enable  courts«martial  to 
flit  after  the  training  days,  on  Uie  trlf^l  of  offences  com- 
mitted during  those  days.    A  third  clause  was  to  entille 
volunteers  to  the  militia  exemptions,  on  eighteen  days 
iraining,  instead  of  twenty-four.    A  fourth  clause,  was  .to 
relieve  the  parishes  from  an  inconvenience  arising  from 
tjie  local  miutia  laws^  as  they  stood  at  present.    By  those 
they  were  fined  15/.  for  every  man  deficient  in  the  local 
militia,  unless  thev  found  a  substitute  before  the  Easter 
sessions!    He  would  propose  to  suspend  the  operation  of 
those  penalties,  if  they  filled  up  the  vacancies  within  a 
reasonable  tioie,  and  provided  that  notice  of  the  vacancy 
were  givep  them  before  the  14th  of  February.    He  con* 
eluded  with  moving  to  this  effisct. 

ilfr.  Giles  tf as  sorry  tbe  right  honourable  secretary  htid 
not  pushed  his  object  up  to  some  more  radical  change  in 
those  laws.  It  would  be  of  great  importance  to  the  lord 
lieutenant  of  the  counties,  that  all  the  acts  relating  to  the 
local  militia  should  be  consolidated  into  one.  He  would 
also  sugeest,  that  the  militia  exemptions  of  jmrticular 
classes  of  men  should  not  extend  to  the  local  inilitia ;  it 
allowed  of  a  commutation  of  services  for  a  fine,  and  there 
was  no  reason  whv  a  medical  man,  for  instance^  should 
not  pay  his  fine  likd  any  other  subject  of  the  state.  The 
niufiny  act  ought  to  extend  to  the  training  days  of  the 
local  militfa  in  time  of  peace  as  f?ell  as  of  war,  but  the 
first  thing  to  be  done  was  to  reduce  all  the  acts  on  the  sub* 
ject  into  an  agreeing  and  collected. form. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  had  thoughts  of  coalescb?  the  mi- 
UUa  octs^  but  upon  consulting  yfiik  some  men  of  greater 
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experienoe^N  he  Mt  that  the  sjstemr  was  so  fleWy  and  ao^ 
Ukdy  to  require  and  receive  improvements)  thaft  <he  tiiqoi 
for  consolidation  was  not  yet  come;  he  wonld  alAend.  to 
Uie  other  suggestions  that  had  been  offered. 

Upon  the  motion  pf  Mr.  Martin,  the  house  resolved 
into  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  third  report 
of  the  finance  committee,  Mr;  D.  Giddy  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Martin  said,  that,  in  risini^  to  perforni  the  duty 
irbich  he  had  assumed  to  himself,  he  felt  a  considerabb 
degree  of  satisfaction  that  there  was  no  objection  to  the 

{principle  of  the  propositions  which  he  meant  to  submit* 
t  would,  indeed,  iu  his  judgment,  be  impossible  to  jnstifji 
pny  objection  to  a  proceeding  which  had  nothing  but  eco- 
nomy in  view.  Since  so  many  speeches  from  the  throne 
had  recommended  economy ;  since  so  many  addresses 
£rom  that  house  bad  expressed  an  entire  acquiescence  ia 
(hose  recommendations,*  he  could  not  believe  that  any 
gentleman  would  be  found  indisposed  to  give  effect  to 
pledges  so  frequently  repeated.  That  economy  was  ne« 
cessary  could  not,  he  thought,  be  disputed  by  the  most 
sceptical.  That  it  was  necessary  appeared  to  him  perfectly 
obvions,  from  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  country ;  fcona 
the  general  state  of  Europe  and  the  world,  and  particur 
larly  from  the  operations  of  the  enemy,  wliich  seemed.di* 
lectly  and  distinctly  pointed  at  our  financial  prosperity, 
put,  independently  of  these  considerations,theknown  wishes 
and  wants  of  the  people  were  alone  sufficient  tctcall  thft 
attention  of  the  hou^e  to  this  subject.  If  no  rscommenda-* 
tions  had  ever  been  offered  from  the  throne ;  if  no  pledges 
had  ever  been  made  by  that  bouse,  it  was  impossible  that 
any  candid  man,  who  looked  at  the  amount  of  the  publio 
revenue,  and  at  the  manner  in  which  it  was  disposed  of^ 
could  hesitate  abputthe  propriety  of  taking  efiectual  slqps 
to  controul  the  public  expenditure.  When  it  was  known 
that  the  wh(de  of  the  burthen  arising  out  of  sinecures 
amounted  to  no  less  than  1,500,000/.  per  annum,'  could 
any  <  one  question  that  propriety  ?  He  did  no^  niean  to 
^tate,  (hat  the  entire  of  this  expenditure  ought  to  be  done 
away  ;  for  he  was  willing  to  accede  the  several  sunns  voted 
by  parliament ;  that  (he  allowances^  for  instance,  to  the 
younger  branches  of  the  royal  family  were  neither  excep* 
lionaple  nor  unnecessary ;  but  the  amount  of  ^he  expi'n^ 
diture  ilnder  these  heads  furnished  an  addilionaliargument 
Mfhy  economy^  so  ^niversal]iJ  admitted  to  be  necessary, 
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rihoiild  l)e  noiB  pmticQlarlj  attended  to  in  other  tespects. 
))i  fuct)  ^nrheitTVer  that  economyivas  practicable  it  ought 
1^  Jk  |flN)tt)ptly  enforced,  and  there  was,  be  believed, 
scarcely  a  department  of  the  state  in  which  itg  enforce^ 
jkftt  tr<is  not  loadly  called  for  by  the  natnre  of  our  public 
^tpffidlture.    It  was  once  observed,  with  regard  to  the 
dunhy  of  Lancattpr,  ilmt  although  it  yielded  only  4000/. 
II  year  to  the  public  treasury,  it  afforded  40,000f.  to  the 
pockets  ofinaiTiduals  ;  and  a  similar  observation  was,  he 
^red)  applioible  in  a  certain  degree,  to  several  branches 
of  our  revenue.     Let  the  committee  recollect  the  sums 
joined  in  the  wsiy  of  Fees  bnd  perquisites  upon  the  produce 
of  the  public  taxation,  ^nd  how  much  these  fees  increased 
wdth  the  iitcrea^of  our  taxes,  and  then  the  grounds  of 
his  fear  would  be*  easily  understood.     The  bonourable. 
JDember,  although*  he  had  regretted  the  delay  Ivhich  had 
^taken  place  in  bringing  thfe  question  under  discussion^ 
wtis  now  disposed  to  consider  that  delay  as  by  no  means 
injurious  to  his  object ;  for  full  thne  had  been  thus  afforded 
Jbrf^amiitiag  the  question  in  all  its  bearings,  and  an  op* 
pdrtuoity  had  been  afibrded  for  hearing  tim  statement  of 
fliv  hisnourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Hiiskisson)  respecting  our 
finahees,  which  statement,  if  it  did  not  alarm,  was  cer«* 
tatnly  calculated  to  attract  the  most  serious  attention  of 
ibe  house,  from  the  known  acquaintance  of  that  honour- 
able gentleman,  with  the  best  sources  of  information  upon 
that  subject.     It  must  now  be  evident,  that  the  closest 
examination  of  oor  expenditure  shoi«ld  take  place ;  that 
every  degree  of  regularity  and  retrenchment  should  be 
establish^.     To  his  mind,  indeed,  it  furnished  matter  of 
astonishment  that  some  retrenchments  had  not  been  Ion? 
$\hde  made,  which  were  often  and  long  since  recommended. 
By  the  report  of  the  committee  of  finance  in  1796%  the 
abolition  of  two  offices,  namoiy,  the  treasurership  of  the 
ordnance,  and  the   paymastcrsbip  of  the  marines,   was 
pairticularly  recommended,  and  yet  those  offices  had  still 
existed,  until  tbo  justice  of  the  opinion  of  that  committee 
had  beceimeglvitig  to  the  country.     Even  now,  indeed^ 
those  offices  were  tolerated,  notwithstanding  the  notoriety 
of  the  evidence  that  they  were  totally  urmccessary  for  any 
public  pur^iosp,  am|  led  only  to  the  greatest  abuse.     As 
to  the  resolutions  which  he  meant  to  propose,  the  honout- 
able  flfenllrmrn  be/r.£(<Hl  it  to  be  undcrstoocl,  that  he  was  not 
4enuciaus  oi  any  forms  which  might  create  a  difference  of 
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opinion,  amon^  .(hose  who  agreed  in  ihe  main  prineipk^ 
his  oliject  being  to  embody  the  suggestions  of  tbe  oom« 
mittee  of  finance,  he  was  not  at  all  wedded  to  forms,  but 
would  be  willing,  with  tbe  utmost  readiness,  to  attend  to 
any  proposittoo  from  the  worthy  chairman  of  that  oom- 
mitfee,  (Mr.  Biinkes,)  to  whom  he  had  befcnne  alluded. 
The  suggestions  of  this  committee  were  entitled  to  pecu* 
liar  attention.    In  facf ,  every  day  that  had  elapsed  since 
their  report  had  been  laid  before  the  house,  served  to  giva 
strength  to  their  opinion,  and  all  he  {Proposed  by  his  reso- 
lutions  was  to  pleage  the  house  to  act  upon  that  opinion. 
Having  repeated  his  disposition  to  accede  tp  any  sag- 
gestion  froih  Mr.  Baiikes,  the  honourable  gentleman  ex- 
pressed his  happiness  that  that  honourable  member^wa^ 
again  invested  with  the  power  of  prosecuting  and  render- 
ing  effective  hts  laudable  solicitude  for  economy.    That 
inuph  had  been  done  to  economize  the  public  expenditure, 
and  to  introduce  reform  into  tbe  public  offices,  he  waa 
ready  now,  as  on  a  former  occasion,  to  admit.    But  he 
regretted  that,  notwithstanding  the  report  of  tbe  finance 
committee  in  1796,  and  the  public  animadversions  which 
had  been  repeatedly  made,  not  a  step  towards  reform  had 
'  been  taken  in  any  of  the  law  offices.    On  the  contmry^ 
€very  sinecure  office  had  continued  to  be  fiUed  upagaia 
and  again,  firdm  a  succession  of  reversionary  gmnts.-  Thus 
tlie  report  of  tbe  finance  committee  of  1796  was  utterly 
disregarded.    Such  disr^ard  might  have  been  tolerated 
before  the  salaries  of  tbe  judges  were  advanced.  But  when 
that  advance  took  place,  it  ought,  in  bis  opinion,  to  haw 
been  stipulated  with  the  judges,  that  they  should  give  up 
part  of  their  patronage.    The  report  of  J 796  sanctioned 
this  opinion ;  for  it  proposed  tfiat  the  patronage  so  given 
up  should  be  disposed  of  in  tbe  ordinary  way,  and  the 
produce  applied  to  a  fund,  from  which  the  judges  who 
retired  should  derive  their  pensions.    Such  an  arrange- 
ment ought,  in  fact,  to  have  been  provided  for  in  the  act 
granting  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  judges.     Had 
.  that  been  the  case,  he  believed  that  a  fund  might  haVe 
been  formed,  sufficient  not  only  for  pensions  to  judges  on 
their  retirement,  but  even  to  defray  a  considerable  part  of 
the  salaries  of  the  acting  judges-.     The  necessity  of  reform 
in  the  disposition  of  offices  in  the  several  law  departments, 
was  in  fact  notorious  to  all  those  who  had  any  knowledge 
of  the  subject.    The  circumstances  connected  with  the 
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flppoifitment  of  tbe  chief  olerk  of  Ibe  king's  bench,  contrU 
butod  to  prove  it.  In  this  office  there  had  been  in  fact 
but  five  vacancies  since  tbe  restoration  of  Charles  the 
Second.  Kothiiig  appeared  to  him  more  disgraceful  to 
a  great  country,  or  more  inconsistent  Mrith  the  dignity  of 
the  judicial  offices,  than  that  any  judge  should  derive 
profit  from  fees  or  perquisites.  While  he  recommended 
the  reform  he  had  described,  he  begged  it  to  be  under- 
stood, that  it  ^vas  quite  foreign  to  his  ivish  to  interfere  with 
the  legitimate  patronage,  or  fair  embluments  of  the  judges. 
Indeed  it  was  his  opinion,  that  the  arrangement  he  pro* 
posed  would  in  eiFect  add  to  their  respectability,  while  it 
would  not  diminish  their  salaries.  He  would  be  sorrjf 
that  his  intention  on  such  an  occasion  should  be  misunder- 
atood  or  misinterpreted  in  any  degree.  Adverting  to  the 
late  pamphlet  of  Mr.  Rose,  the  honourable  gentleman  ez« 
pressed  his  astonishment  at  the  position  which  that  right 
Aonoutable  gentleman  had  laid  down,  that  the  influence 
of  the  crown  had  not  been  increased  since  the  adoption  of 
Mr.  Dunning's  resolution,  <^  That  the  influence  had  in- 
creased, was  increasing,  and  ought  to  be  diminished.'' 
Such  a  position,  indeed,  was  calculated  to  excite  universal 
surprize.  But  there  was  scarcely  a  man  of  coomion  ob- 
servation io  the  country  who  could  not  prove  the  con- 
trary.  He  would  ask  any  man  to  look  at  the  enormous  in^ 
crease  of  pur  army  and  navy  since  the  passing  of  Mr.  Dun* 
iiing*s  resolution — at  tbe  several  new  ofiiccs  created  since 
that  period,  anU  tl^e  pensions  granted  since  the  adoption 
of  Mr.  Burke's  bilU  in  violation,  of  its  spirit,  and  to  state 
ii^'hat  he  thought  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  cx^ 
traordinary  assertion.  He  would  challenge  the  right  hor 
nourable^  gentleman  at  any  time  to  a  discussion  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  pretended  (o  rest  that  Assertion. 
But  the  roost  cQectual  refutation  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  would  appear  from  a  simple  statement  of  our 
comparative  receipls  and  expenditure  at  the  period  Mr. 
Dunning's  resolution  was  adopted,  and  at  the  present  day^ 
with  a  report  of  the  grants  and  |  romotions  which  had 
taken  place  within  that  interval.  Here  tbe  right  honour- 
able  gentleman  read  the  fullowing  statement :-— 
1780.  1810. 
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finstish        •       ^        180    English 
Irish  -        •        158    Irish 

Ihitents  of  Peerage  iff  England  since  1780 
Ditto  Ireland  .since  1780     ... 
Baronets  in  England  since  ditto  .• 

Ditto  Ireland  since  ditto 

Tbe  barrack  establishment  entirely  created  since  1780. 

The  transport,  board  and  offices  also  a  new  creation. 

From  this  statement  the  honoarable  gentleman  left  it  to 
the  house  and  the  public  to  decide  as  to  the  accuracjr  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  assertion.  •  For  ivas  it  po8« 
sible  that  any  man  of  common  sense  could  subscribe  to  the 
opinion  that  such  an  augmentation  of  revenue,  such  a  y»- 
riety  of  appointments  would  not  operate  to  increase  the 
influence  of  the  crown  ?  But  it  seemed  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  in  his  calculation  had  quite  forgotten  the 
jiew  soufces  t>f  influence  created  by  Che  barrack  depart- 
ment, the  transport  office,  and  the  board  of  contfoul, 
especially  the  latter,  (he  junior  members  of  which  had,  he 
^mlerstood,  no  other  trouble  assigned  to  them  than  that  of 
receiving  their  salaries.  It  was,  nowever,  conv«iient  for 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  forget  these  and  other 
points  also  which  couldnot  at  all  square  with  his  fayourite 
doctrine  as  to  the  influence  of  thecrown.  After  reierring  to 
the  report  presented  to  the  house  by  Sir  G.  Cooper  of  the 
jilirober  of  civil  offices  in  the  country,  and  expressing  a 
wish  that  a  report  of  simUar  nature  should  be  annually 

*  8,000,000/.  to  be  funded  in  die  1^  per  ecntt. 

+  Of  Uiese  sums  I5|0eo,000(.  are  charged  on  the  aids  of  the  year 

1809. 
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laid  b(?fore  parlidmedt)  the  bonpurablc  member  proceeded 
to  animadvert  upon  the  object  and  application  of  the  four 
and  half  per  cent,  duties.     Those  duties  were,  he  obserTed, 
originally  levied   for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  and  im- 
proving our  fortresses  in  the  colonies,  and  by  no  me^ns 
ivith  a  view  to  be  subject  to  the  private  dispensation  of  the 
house.    But,  yet,  those  duties  had  been  made  the  means 
of  advancing  that  influence  wh|ch  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  would  maintain  to  have  been  tor  years  back 
wholly  imimproved.     It  was  not  difficult  to  divine  the 
cause  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  anxiety,  to  dis* 
semtnate  his  statement  througn  the  eountry  before  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject  took  place.     But  the  doctrine  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  could  make  no  stand,     it  was 
in  fact  totally  uofounded.     In  observing  upon  pensions, 
the  honourable  gentleman  wished  not  to  be  understood  bb 
objecting  to  the  principle  of  a  librral  reward  to  meritorious 
public  servants.     But  he  would  always  contend  against  all 
grants  of  pensipns  under  the  sign  manual,  as  an  illegitimate 
exercise  of  the  preregative.     He  also  objected  to  the  prac^ 
tice  of  granting  pensions  out  of  the  salaries  of  public  ofiices'; 
for  he  maintained,  that  the  crown  ought  to  have  no  power 
to  grant  pensions  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  provisions  of 
Mr.  Burke's  bill,  which  prescribed  that  the  whole  of  the 
pension  list  should  not  exceed  90,000/.  a  year.     If  iu  any 
case  it  were  deemed  just  to  make  any  additional  grants  let 
it  not  be  done  b^  such  subterfuges  as  he  had  alluded  to, 
let  not  the  provisions  of  Mr.  Burke's  bills  be  evaded  ;  but 
let  the  case  be'  brought  fairly  and  constitutionally  before 
parliament,,  who  never  were,  who  never  would  be,  he 
trusted,  inattentive  to  any  claim  of  justice.    The  honour- 
able gentleman  impressed  upon  the  committee  the  neces- 
sity of  investigating  this  question,  and  of  making  some 
provision  against  the  practice  he  deprecated,  which  prac* 
tice  involved  a  violation  of  the  public^ burthens  and  an" 
evasion  of  the  law,  while  it  gave  scope,  to  favouritism  and 
unjustly  exU^nded  the  influence  of  .the  crown.     Recurring 
to  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  he  animadverted  upon  the  excess  b(> 
jrond  its  provision  which  had  of  late  taken  place  in  the 
pension  list.     It  was  his  wish  tliat  the  whole  9f  this  busi- 
ne^  should  be  brouglit  annually  under  the  inspect iou  of 
parliament.     The  grautees^^iu  all  cases  of  pensions,  ot^ght 
to  be  made  known,  in  ord^r  that  the  amount  of  their  pen- 
sions might  be  compared  ^ith  the  nature  of  their  services. 
Vol.  II. -1810.  E 
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It  wns  bjr  frequent  reriaton  in  these  cases  that  parliameRt 
«ould  be  most  likely  to  see  what  retrenchraeDt  was  prac« 
ticable;  and  under  the  present  circnmsfances  ot  the 
country  it  became  the  peculiar  duty  of  parliament  io  de- 
role  its  attention  to  (hat  object.  From  the  temper  mani- 
fested of  late  by  the  hdasei  there  was  every  reason  to 
augur  well  for  the  canse  of  economy.  Through  the  ex* 
ertions  of  (hat  temper  he  bad  no  doubt  (hat  savtiigs  would 
be  made  in  the  several  departments  of  the  public  ex  pen* 
diture,  and  the  smallest  savings  should  be  estimated ;  for 
even  such  savings,  if  economy  were  extended,  might,  in 
the  at^grrgatc,  amount  to  somethijig  considerable.  The 
country  hud  expected  the  attention  of  parliament  to  this 
fiubiect,  and  (herefore  it  mitst  calculate,  that  as  the  report 
undfer  consideration  had  lain  two  years  before  that  house. 
It  would  now  come  tu  some  satisiactory  decision  upon  it. 
He  was  sorry  that  it  had  remained  so  long  on  the  table, 
without  deciding  upon  it,  because,  from  thatcircumstance, 
the  intereiit  it  had  originally  excited,  and  which  it  still 
deserved,  scemeil,  from  the  attendance  of  members,  to 
.have  somewhat  abated.  After  a  remark  upmi  the  uro- 
priety  of  reducing  the  allowance  made  to  ambassauors 
after  short  services,  the  honourable  member  quoted  the 
case  of  the  receipts  of  the  lords  of  imprest  acooutots  having 
been  reduced  from  13,000/.  io  7,000/.  a  year,  and  ako 
of  a  motion  of  a  similar  tendency,  with  regard  to  the  tel- 
lers of  (he  exchequer,  having  been  lost  in  1780,  only  by 
a  majority  of  five.  These  two  precedents  he  thought  snf« 
ficienl  to  justify  the  reduction  of  the  receipts  of  any  pub- 
lic odicer,  which  parliumeHt.  might  deem  mordinnte,  and 
he  should  wish  to  si*e  the  principle  generally  applied. 
It  did  not  appear  to  him  fair,  with  regani  (0  the  courts  of 
law,  for  ifistancc,  that  those  officers^  in'wiKise  hands  the 
money  of  suitors  was  deposi  ecH'  should  be  at  liberty  to 
make  use  of  that  money,  >iii)Mmt  rendering  the  profits 
accruing  from  such  use  to  \Ik  real  owner,  to  the  party 
succeeding  in  (be  snit.  Some  l(*gal  |rovision  upon  this 
aubiect  was  highly  necessary,  and  it  should  be  attended 
witn  other  reforms,  particufarly  as  he  had  before  stated, 
with  respect  to  the  disposal  of  offices  to  all  the  courts, 
both  in  England  and  IrelancV;  for  be  saw  no  reason  why 
the  arrangement  should  not,  in  this  respect,  be  the  same 
for  both  countries.  The  honoumbie  gentleman  conclud- 
ed, with  proposing  his  first  resolutioti,  namely,  that  it  was 
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tlie  peodiar  dutir  of  tluU  boose  to  promote  economy  ia 
tbepaUic  e^ipendttoiie. 

IjieCbanoenor  of  fbe  Exchequer  proposed  w  ameod* 
jDcnt  bjr  addini^  the  words  ^*  of  all  branches  of  his  ma* 
jesl^*s  ^Temment,**  which  beuig  read, 

Jfr.  iZaseuflbrcd  himself  to  the  attention  of  thecoma 

snittce.    He  assated  the  honourable  mover  that  he  did  not 

alliide  to  him  when  he  observed  that  the  savings  which 

had  taken  place  for  the  last  thirty  years  were  never  no« 

Cioid  by  the  advocates  for  economy  ;  for  he  bad  no  di»- 

positicm  to  say  ^ny  thing  uncivil  to  the  honourable  gentle* 

man.    As  to  the  pampniet  quoted  by  (he  honourable 

gentleoiaoy  be  thoi^t  it  proper  to  put  his  name  to  it, 

and  be  was  lemdy  to  answer  w  any  thiiig  it  contained* 

He  would  Bot^  however,  presume  io  say  that  it  was  free 

from  enor,  but  he  could  stsite  that  there  was  nothing  in  it 

willingly  inaocorate.     With  n*gard  to  that  position  to 

which  the  honourable  gentleman  objected,  namely,  that 

the  inllueiiee  of  Ibe  crown  had  not  been  increased  of  late 

veais,  as  sonse  gentlemen  were  so  loud  in  asserting,  he 

had  bfard  notbing  that  could  dispose  him  to  alter  the 

opinion  be  bad  written^    But  he  rather  believed  the  ho« 

JMrniable  jsentleman  had  not  read  the  pamphlet  in  which 

iktU  ptmium  was  hid  down.    The  increase  of  our  publio 

debly  and  of  the  consequent  interest  be  of  course  admit* 

leo,  but  be  protested  that  he  did  not  know  how  the  in« 

Aience  of  the  crown  had  been  increased.    The  bank  ifras, 

no  doubt^  under  the  necessity  of  employing  some  addi^ 

tional  clerka  in  con9equenoe*  of  our  incresued  revenue. 

But  the  honourable  mover  asked  how  the  revenue  could 

be  increased  without  advancing  the  influence  of  the  crown  f 

From  this  question  be  saw  that  the  hononrable  gentleoiah 

bad  not  read  his  pamphlet*  ^ForJiinis>eIf  he  declared  that 

wbeu  he  looked  at  the  increase  that  had  taken  place  in 

our  revenue,  be  was  quite  surpriaeed  at  the  wery  small  ad* 

dition  of  ofliccrs  it  produced,     lie  bc^lieved  that,  with  tho 

exception  of  the  department  of  the  customs,  this  immense 

revenue  was  collected  without  tb<S  addition  of  above  thirty 

or  Ibrtyoflicers,    As  to  tlie  army  or  navy,  with  these  de« 

partments  he  was  so  wholly  uiiarquaintMl,  that  he  could 

not  speak  to  an  v  influence  that  might  bcexcrcised  in  either ; 

for  be  protested  ^e  had  no  knowledge  of  tbe^di^|)osition  of 

above  twenty  commissaries  in  both  services  ever  .since  hp 

entered  into  office;  and  he  knew  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  pe»» 
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feclly  cbaste  on  these  points.  He  was  sure  that  the  recom. 
mendation  of  his  deceased  friend  was  never  found  to  in* 
terfere  with  official  claims  either  in  thefprmy  or  navy.  To 
ihe  influence,  therefore,  arising  out  of  the  disposition  of 
patronage  in  the  army  or  nayy,  he  was  as  little,  enabled 
to  speak  with  certainty  as  the  honourable  gentleman.  With 
respect  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  observationi  that  he 
had  forgotten  the  transport-office,  the  barrack  department^ 
and  the  board  of  controul,  in  his  statement  of  mfluencfi 
that  observation  again  proved  timt  the  honourable  gentle* 
ins^n  had  not  looked  at  his  pamphlet ;  for  the  fact  was,  that 
he  had  gone  into  detail  in  that  pamphlet  upon  each  of  the 
heads  alluded  to;  therefore,  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  take  the  trouble  of  rending  that  pnmphlet,  he 
would  have  the  candour  to  ackno\Vlcdgc  the  mistake  he- 
had  committed  this  night.  As  to  the  report  of  Sir  Grey 
Cooper,  he  should  not  pbject  to  the  annual  production  of 
such  a  report.  On  the  contrary,  he  would  second  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  motion  for  that  purpose,  whenever 
be  should  think  proper  tx)  make  it.  Of  the.  violations  of 
Mr.  Burke's  bill,  io  which  the  hoijourable  gentlenfian  al- 
luded, he  declared  himself  ignorant.  Tne  honourably 
gentleman  cited  a  precedent  from  the  auditor's  office  for 
reducing  the  receipts  of  a  publicofflcer,  but  he  believed 
that  was  the  only  instance  in  which  such  a  t^ase  had  oc- 
curred, without  any  grant  6f  compensation  to  the  party 
a£Fectcd  by  it.  That,  however,  was  a  case  in  which  tjie 
(duty  pf  the  office  was  done  by  inferior  clerks,  and  the 
princfpals  never  interfered,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
public  accounts  were  slurred  over ;  but  at  present  those 
accounts  were  scrutinized  with  a  degree  of  precision  rarely 
to  be  found  in  the  private  concerns  of  the  most  accurate 
individuals.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  concluded 
with  assuring  the  honouniblc  mover,  tftat  his  pamphlet 
was  not  disseminated  to  meet  this  discussion,  it  having,  in 
fact,  been  written  in  the  course  of  the  autumn,  and  left  in 
town  for  publication. 

Mr.  Creevej/  thought  the  pamphlet  of  the  right  honour-/ 
able  gentleman  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  delusions  thai  he 
remembered  to  have  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  public. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  aflected  a  laboured 
minuteness  of  detail,  where  he  was  calculating  the  num- 
ber of  the  offices  that  had  been  reduced  within  the  given 
period  of  tin^e  ^  but  if  the  honourable  gentleman  hu^ 
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acted  £ivlj  towards  the  public,  he  would  set  «nin§t  the 
offices  abolished  the  new-created  officfs  which  had  been 
added  within  the  same  period.    Upon  tho  barrank  expen* 
ditnrp,  he  thought  the  pamphlet  in  que^tiop  equally  da* 
fective;  no  less  a  sum  than  nine  millions  had  been  added 
ta  the  burdens  of  the  public  in  thij>  department,  and  would 
it  be  pretepded  for  a  moment,  that  tiie  power  of  ilisposing 
so  much  additional  money  did  not  necessarily  carry  aton^ 
with  it  an  increase  of  the  influence  of  the  crown  ?    The 
pamphlet,  however,  overlooking  this  enormous  addition 
in  this  single  department,  states  generally,  that  there  are 
annually  expended  45,000/.  to  barrack  masters  and  their 
'  clerks.     But  where  were  the  expenses  in  carrying  on  mili- 
tary roads,  and  all  the  other  public  works  connected  with 
this  department }    Were  these  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
45,000/.  2  or  if  they  were  hof,  ought  they  not  to  bavie 
been  set  against  the  offices  reel  need  ?  and  if  so,,  was  the 
amount  of  money,  saved  by  such  reduction,  worthy  of 
comparison  with  tbeamount  of  expense  incurred  bytlie 
new  establishment  ?     Another  ]Kiint  from  wh^ice  the  in* 
fluence  of  the  croun  had  derived,  iu  hisopinion,  consi« 
durable  means  of  extending  itself,  was  the  judicial  system 
in  India.    Pensions,  within  ihe  period  mentioned  in  th^ 
pamphlet,  had  been  granted  for  life  to  judges  retirin|^; 
from  office.     They  had  seen  the  effects  of  this.    A  right' 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  now  a  member  of  that 
.  house,  for  whom  he  bad  great  personal  respect,  had  retired 
immediately  upon  the  pa^ir>g  of  that  act.     Another  gen- 
tleman, who  had  l)een  a  member  of  that  house,  and  who 
had  since  gone  out  to  India,  he  meant  Sir  William  Bur- 
rowes,  had  also  retired  upon  the  passing  of  the  same  act ; 
and  it  did  so  happen,  that  that  genilcinan  did  almost  in* 
va^riably  vote  with  ministejrs.     Now,  upon  this  head  alone 
of  the  judici^*  system  in  India,  .the  expensi^s  did  not  fall 
short  of  one  million  a  year;  here  then  was  another  new 
source  of  serious  increase  of  patronni^e;  Ix^sidcs,  there 
were  vsirious  favourable  opportunities  for  the  extension  of 
influence  in  the  exercise  of  East  India  patronage,  the  pre- 
sident of  the  board  of  controul  had,  they  well  knew,  his 
share  of  patronage.*    That  gentleman  might,  if  he  plesised, 
scm]  out  a  number  of  young  gentlemen  to 'India  every 
y(*ar.     lie  was  not^  he  believed,  very  strictly  limited  as  to 
the  number.    The  honourable  gentleman  might  smile,  but 
he  (Mr.  Creevey)  believed  him  to  have  a  very  exlen4vc 
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filtrmnl^  of  this  sort  attached  to  (be  office  which  he  held, 
e  believed  he  had  (he  privilege  of  sending  oiit^as  matij 
•s  be  pleasedi   'Another  f  taring  omission  in  the  pamphlet 
was^  that  respecting  the  influence  derived  froi^  our  con* 
'  qoered  colonies,  and  yet  it  was  well  known,  that  since 
onr  conquest  of  Cejlon,  Mr.  North  had  gone  put  at  go- 
▼er;ior  of  that  island,  at  a  salary  of  10,000/.  a  year,  and 
tbatCiefieral  Maitland  had  since  succeeded  him  at  ibe 
same  salary.    Anolher  honourable  gentleman,  whom  be 
larefy  snw  in  his  place,  (Mr.  Huskisson,)  had  received 
1900/.  a  year  pension  ovt  of  the  public  money.    TbU 
gentleman  derived  also  considerable  :)moiument  from  the 
M(iia(t?>n  he  held  as  agent  for  the  affairs  of  Ceylon,  which 
wasy  he  believed,  so  circumstanced,  ur  under  such  ma^ 
■agemenf,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  in  a  manner 
tbeauditor  of  his  own  accounts,  as  if  be  accounted  only  to 
himself.    Another  head,  from  which  great  influence  was 
derivccfy  was  that  of  the  droits  of  Admiraltv.     With  rev 
a|iect  to  this,  some  gentlemen  had  contended,  as  if  the 
droits  were"  as  much  the  private  property  of  the  King,  as 
the  estate  of  any  gentleman  was  his  own  private  property 
— of  those  droits,  partly  arising  out  of  tlie  sale  of  the 
Dutdi  and  Danish  priaKs,  and  amounting  to  tlie'sum  of 
eight  millions,  but  two  millions  had  been  as  yet  accounted 
for.    Had  the  captors  their  due  share  out  of  the  prodkice 
of  the  Dutch  priars  For,  if  they  had  not,  be  would  beglatt 
to  know,  what  that  constitutiounl  pi^rson,  Mr.  Bowles, 
would  say  to  this*?     Another  circumstance,  which  might 
jitstly  be  an  object  of  constitutional  jealousy,  was  the  new   ' 
sort  of  connection  that  had  gro^n  up  between  the  bank  of 
£ngland  and  the  government.     Wlio  would  have  dared 
to  have  predicted,  five  and  twenty  years  iigo,  that  the 
bank,  under  the  protection  of  govcTurociit,  would  luivc 
withheld  payment  m  specie,  and  for  this  protection  would, 
in  their  turn,  have  bccorne  tax-gatherers  for  the  govern- 
snent?    The  East  India  (/om|)any  was,   in  the  cousidem- 
tion  of  this  influence,  another  just  object  of  jealousy,  with 
a  debt  abroad  amounting  to  3^  miltioris — with  u  debt  at 
bonie  of  many  millions — borrowing  what  all   the  world 
knew  ihcy  could  never  be  able  to  repay  ;  the  charter  ex* 
pired,  or  on  the  eve  of  expiring,  and  they  looking  up  to 
government  to  renew  it.    He  knew  not  how  it  was  |;ossibIe 
for  gentlemen,  directors  of  that  company,  and   havitig 
beaU  in  that  house,  to  do  their  duty  at  oqce  to  the  propri- 
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ctocB,  and  to  tbeir  constitimts.     He  ohiaihijr* thon^lt  the 
Biloatknis  of  such  geAtlem^n  a  nice  and  difficuU  oiic« 
Again,  wHh  respect  to  the  head  of  pensions,  the  pampMei 
had  ^tadiouslj  avoided  detail ;  indeed,  the  right  honour^ 
mble  gentleman  seemed  to  know  pertrctty  well  when  il 
snited  his  own  purposes  to  go  into  detail,  and  when  to  be 
sammary ;  on  the  head  of  the  feduced  offices,  he  had  heea 
cbiboiatdy  minute  in  hb  detail,  and  had  even  gotte  back 
to  the  comparatively  remote  period  of  Queen  Aniie^s  reign^ 
though  he  avowed  in  his  pHrophlet  that  his  observationa 
should  be  confined  within  a  certain  limited  period  of  time* 
In  the  four  and  a  half  per  cents,  and  the  Scotch  pension 
list,  there  appeared  to  be  but  two  or  three  members  of  ^ 
Parliament  that  had  pensions  in  the  year  1784,  but  at  pm* 
sent  no  less  a  number  tlian  17  were  quartered  upon  this 
fund.     Another  subject  upon  which  the  pamphlet  had 
been  silent  was,  that  respecting  the  contractors^     He  bo* 
lieved  that  there  were  such  persons  members  of  parlia*  * 
ment,  and  also  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  himaelf 
believed  that  there  wore.     He  wsis  at  least  satisfied  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  not  take  upon  bim« 
self  to  say,  upon  his  bouonr,  that  there  were  not  sucli 
among  the  .members  of- that  house;    The  name  uright  be 
condealed,  and  no  doubt  would  be,  to  evade  the  act  of 
parliament.    Ihe  honourable  gentlerann  then  proceeded 
lo  pass. an  opinion  upon  the  pmnphlct  generally,  which 
he  said  bore  internal  evidence  timl  the  writer  of  it  could 
have  been  influcnciHl  by  none  but  party  motives.     Coasi« 
dering  the  talents  of  the  ris^Utklionourabic  gentleman,  hf 
thought  it  a  most  unworthy  |)ro(ltu:tion,  l»ciniic  '^  narrow 
and  most  partial  view  of  the  sul)jcct  it  professed  to  treat 
on.     With  respect  to  on\i  side,  il  was  a  most  pitiful  htate- 
ment;  and  with  respect  to  the  other,  it  was  altogetlicr 
defectivt^,  neither  more  nor  less  than,  entire  omission. 

jl/r.  liase  said,  that  he  trusted  the  commiMce  would 
excuse  him  from  again  rising  to  answer  another  attack 
npon  his  unfortunate  pamphlet.  The  honourable  gcn:Ie« 
'man  who  had  just  sat  down  had,  however,  dealt  out  iiis 
abuscofthatdnll  performance,  and  his  censure. upon  the 
motives  of  the  writer^  in  a  manner  that  might  fully  justity 
him  (Mr;  Rose)  in  paying  very  little  deference  to  the 
.  pinions  of  that  honourable  gentleman.     That  bonouruble 

Suileman  had  said  of  him  what  he  bad  no  right  to  say, 
e  had  unfairly  and  unjustly  imputed  motives  to  iiim 


i; 


m  THE  PARiilAMENTARV  ABGISTfelt.         ifMUt* 

%rHcIi  he  denied  to  haire  infloenced  his  conduct^  and  in 
doing  so  the  honourable  gentleinati  had  acted  uawarran« 
tabty.  The  pamphlet  was  generally  charged  with  a  de« 
ficiency  in  detail*  He  afipealed  to  those  who  had  read 
file  pamphlet,  if  (his  objection  was  \^ell  founded.  With 
lespedt  to  the  judicial  system,  it  was  the  first  time  heeVcr 
had  heard,  Ihat  provicfing  for  the  independence  of  the 
judges  was  adding  to  the  influence  of  the  crown.  With 
respect  to  the  contracts  in  the  barrack  department,  he  knew 
of  no  influence  rcspec^tinjo^  them.  As  to  the  charge  of  not 
going  into  detail  upoii  pensions,  he  admitted  that  he  had 
not  given  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  pensioners,  nor  did 
he  think  it  necessary  to  do  so.  As  to  the  infincnce  prising 
out  of  the  conquered  colonies,  he  did  rtoi  believe  that  the 
whole  consisted  of  above  eight  or  ten  offices  that  any  man 
of  any  sort  of  competence  would  accept.  He  had  omitted 
hi  his  pamphlet  (that  had  been,  however,  censured  for 
too  nice  detail  in  treating  of  the  reduction  of  offices)  to 

ut  against  that  head  the  American  colonies  that  had  been 
ost  with  the  loss  of  America.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  put  him  a  question  respecting  the  exist^ce  of 
secret  contractors  in  that  house.  He  (Mr.  Rose)  knew  of 
none:  he  believed  there  was  no  such  thing.  He  would 
go  further,  and  dcjclare  as  his  conscientious  conviction, 
that  there  ^as  not  in  that  house  one  single  individual,  who 
directly,  or  indirectly,  had  any  secrot  interest  in  contracts 
iince  the  time  of  the  act  of  )>arliaroent.  With  respect  to 
the  subject  of  licences,,  he  admitted  that  he  had  had  in- 
tercoilrse  with  members  of  that  house,  respectable  mer- 
cbnnts,  respecting  them  ;  but  he  denied  solemnly  that  in 
point  of  favour  he  ever  made  any  difference  whatever  res* 
peeling  the  persons  who  applied  to  him.  If  the  iionoura^ 
ble  gentleman  himself,  or  an>»of  his  friends  on  the  same 
side,  had  applied  to  him'  on  that  subject,  they  would  have 
had  from  him  as  equitable  a  portion  of  attention  as  any 
cihermemljcr  of  that  house;  anil  if  he  wns  capable  of  a 
(lifferent  line  of  conduct,  he  should  *hold  himself  utterly 
unviorth y  of  the  situation  which  he  held. 

MT'  iiundas  dk\  not  see  why  the  honourable  gentleman 
thought  it  nec<!ssary  to  introduce  the  affairs  of  the  East 
India  Company  into  a  discussion  of  that  kind.  He  denied 
that  (he  judicial  system  in  India  had  had  any  effect  in  in* 
creasing  the  influence  of  the  crown.  The  million  a-y^ar 
included  the  salaries  of  the  judges  that  went  circuity  ar.d 
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the  crown  had  not  the  appointment  of  the  judges  in  India.  • 
As  /brtbe  grent  official  influence  that  had  been  imputed  to 
him  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  he  had  only  to  state 
distinctly,  that  whatever  it  mij^ht  he  with  respect  to  the 
i^commendation  of  pereoas,  ho  had  never  exercised  it. 
Lord  Minto  had  in  his  possession  a  pledge  from  him  (Mr. 
Dundas)that  lie  never  would  exercise  it.  He  bad  hitherfo 
kept  that  pledge,  and  be  would  continue  to  adhere  to  it. 
As  to  the  patronage  of  sending  out  writers,  it  did  not  ex- 
tend to  more  than  one  or  two  every  year.  With  respect 
to  the  parliaroenjtary  scruples  of  the  directors  affecting  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  bere  or  elsewhere,  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  only  thrown  out  an  opinion,  unsupported 
by  ant  fact  or  argument,  and  it  mi^bt  be  met  by  another. 
One  things  howev^er,  might  be  observed,  that  there  were 
generally  as  many  directors,  oh  one  side  of  the  house  as 
upon  the  other.  The  judicial  system  in  the  East  Indies 
had  not  grown  up  since  the  time  of  Mr.  Pitt.  The  judges 
of  Madras  and  the  recorder  of  *  Bombay  had  been  since 
added ;  but  these  offices  were  the  only  additions  to  the 
systeni  during  that  period. 

Mr.  Creevey  repeated  what  he  had  asserted^  that;  the 
judicial  establishments  in  India  cost  x>ne  million  annually ; 
and  in  tbia  he  was  fortified  by  the  concurrence  of  other 
members  of  the  commiltee. 

Mr.  Simeon  J  in  defence  of  the  roasters  in  chancery,  fdt 
it  necessary  to  state  that  they  had  no  patronage  whatever, 
and  th^t  4he  increase  of  their  salaries  had  taken  place  one 
or  two  years  before  the  honourable  gentleman  baa  thought 
of  bringing  forward  his  resolutions.    'The  honourable  gen- 
tleman might  therefore  very  well  have  lefl  these  officers 
out  of  his  statement ;  and  his  object  in  rising  was  to  pre-  ^ 
vent  its  going  forth  to  the  pubIic,Miat  masters  in  chancery 
jipssessed  any  undue  patronage,  or  received  any  unde* 
served  remuneration  for  their  laborious  services  ;  services 
not  the  less  meritorious  because  withdrawn  from  the  public  f 
view.     The  appointment  of  these  officers  belonged  to  the 
chancellor,  not  to  the  crown,  and  the  nine  of  ten,  who  had' 
been  disinterestedly. appointed  by  the  present  chancellor, 
were  none  of  them  appointed  fiir  political  objects*    He 
had  himself  been  appointed  fifteen  years  ago  by  Locd 
Xiougbborough,  long  before  he  had  a  seat  in  that  house ; 
and  to  shew-  that  no  political  dependence  attached  to  the 
dGce,  he  had  only  to  stat^,  that  an  honourable  mem* 
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.ber  opposite  (Mr.  Monis)|  generally  voted  ugainst  mi- 
i|istef6«  ,  • 

Sir  John  Nichol  stated,  in  answer  to  what  had  fallen 
from  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Creevej),  respecting 
the  droits  of  the  admiralty,  that  two  thirds  ut'  ihose  droits 
bad  been  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  captors. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  that^.notwithbtanding  bis  ho- 
nourable friend  (Mr.  Mortin)  had  given  May  to  the  two 
fifhi  resolutions  proposed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer in  place  of  Mr.  Martin's  original  ones,  he  (Sir 
John)  preferred  those  of  his  honourable  friend.  Rethought 
those  of  the  ri^ht  honourable  gentleman  too  generally 
iTorded.  He  thought  also,  that  they  took  out  of  view  the 
necessity  of  some  regulation  respecting  official  establisb- 
iiieotfi.  n  appeared  to  him  too  to  be  a  preferable  mode 
of  wording  that  proem  to  the  first  resolution,  that  afiairs, 
&c.  &c.  ^^  do  require  the  utmost  economy,"  than  to  say 
generally,  that  economy  was  at  all  times  a  great  and  im- 
portant pubKc  duty*.  However,  if  the  right  honourable 
gentleman^s  resolutions  (the  two  first)  met  with  the  general 
approbation  of  the  house}  he  should  uot  divide  the  com- 
mcitef  upo^  them,  aa  his  honourable  friend  had  acceded 
to  tbem.  With  tespect  to  what  had  fiiUen  from  the 
learned  gentlepian  who  had  preceded  him,  respecting  the 
droits  oi  the  admiralty,  he  wished  to  know,  if  it  was  meant 
tOt  i)e  understood,  that  of  the  eight  millions  of  those  droits, 
tv|Q  tbirda  had  been  divided  amongst  the  captors.  He 
mmrt  to  say,  that  the.  vessels  that  had  been  seized  in  our 
Q^a  rivers,  which  they  had  entered  in  the  faith  of  on« 
frieudly  power  towards  another^  that  two  thirds  of  the 
produce  of  that  legalized  piracy,  for  he  could  call  it  by  no 
Qtlker  name,  had  beea  distributed  ? 

Sir  John  Nkh^  said,  in  explanation,  that  two  thirds  of 
all  the  droits^  aa  yefdiaposcd  of^  hud  been  divided  amonf 
t|ie  captois. 

^  The  Chuwcdhn:  of  the  Exchequer^  in  answer  to  what  had 
fallen  from  an  honourable  baronet  (Sir  J.  Newport,) 
thought  bis  wording  of  the  first  resolution  preferable^ 
becau4P  it  alledged  economy  to  be  at  all  times  a  paramount 
dn^,  whereas,  that  of  the  learned  gentleman  stating  it  to 
t)ea  duty  undec  certain  circumstances,  did  by  implication, 
deny  it  to  he  a  duty  independent  of  such  circumstances. 
With.re^jpectto  the  Danidi  droits,  he  could  state,  that  not 
oi|f$  tWtluog  of  Lhn  pcodnoe  of  th^  vcsaeLt  taken  fsom  tha. 
Danes  was  devoted  to  any  otfcer  than  tha  public  ^r  vice. 
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Mr.  Baring  saiil,  that  the  general  reasoning  upon  tlie  ' 
side  of  ininisters  had  been,  thai  thev  had  not  used  the 
patronage  ihoy  had.  But  that  was  not  the  question 
before  the  committee ;  it  was  not  who  Qsrd,  or  who  did 
not  use  it,  but  whether  they  should  have  it  to  use  beyond 
a  certain  limit.  .  He  thought,  for  instance,  the  patronage 
'  of  granting  trading  licences,  one  that  admittea  of  great 

abuse,  and  that  called  for  serious  consideration. 

The  Vhnncelior  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that  the  ho- 
nourable ge.itleman,  so  eminent  as  he  was  in  the  roercan* 
tile  world,  could  not  but  be  aware  that  the  abuse  of  the 
power  of  granting  licences  was  of  that  nature  as  must  call 
for  open  and  speedy  detection,  and  most  be  produqtiveof 
effects  the  raost  fatal  to  the  government  that  could  be  so 
rash  as  to  resort  to  it. 

Mrm  Bar  ham  was  of  an  opposite  opinion.     He  thought 
it  a  power  open  to  abuse,  and  by  no  means  open  to  detec- 
tion.   One  of  two  merchants  might  be  ruined  by  deferring 
^  to  grant  a  licence  which  might  be  withheld  from  him  who 

happened  not  ta  l^e  in  favour,  while  the  other,  who  was 
V  more  fortunate,  might,  by  an  early  gran/,  have  his  goods 

out  to  the  earliest  market.     Here  there  might  be  (lagrartt    ' 
injustice,  and  yet  where  lay  the  remedy  ? 

Mr.  iiose  said,  that  it  w&s  impossible  the  grant  of  li» 
cences  could  be  secretly  carried  on,  and  d\Telt  upon  the 
great  industry  of  the  board  for  granting  licences,  which 
sat  six  days  in  the  week,  so  that  a  pjcrson  applying  on 
Tuesday  was  almost  sure  of  having  his  answer  on  Wed- 
nesday. 
The  first  r^olution  was  then  put  and  carrier- 
Mr.  Martin  having  given  way  U^  the, amendment  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  resolution  was  prbposed 
as  thus  amended,  it  being  understood  that  Mr.  Banked 
proposed  to  introduce  his  amendment  on  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer's  resolutions. 

MR.  BAIIKBS  S  AMENOMEKT. 

Mr.  Bweikes  then  rose,  and  stated  tUat  this  object  wft% 
to  remove  the  v£i^ue  and  general'  words  from  the  resolu* 
tion,  and  \o  propose  such  as  would  at  once  shew  in  what 
spirit  the  house  came  to  the  discussion,  and  what  princi- 
ples it  meant  to  adopt  with  regard  to  the  aboliti<m  or  re- 
gulation of  these  offices.  It  was  true,  indeed,  that  it  was 
always  the  duty  of  the  house,  thai  is  was  always  agrea'l  and 
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impt>rtant  duty  to  pay  fh^  strictest  attention  to  public  eco- 
nomy.    J3at  the  duty  Ir^came  more  imperious  at  a  time 
vhen  the  house  was  under  the  necessity  every  year  of  im- 
posing heavy  burthens  on  the  people.     It  was*  nat  ural  that, 
under  such  circumstances,  the  people  h]iould  inquire  whe- 
ther there  was  any  opportunity' for  retrenchment,  and  ex- 
pect that  if  there  was,  that  opportunity  should  not  be 
neglected.     The  saving  might  be  small,  but  the' principle 
was  of  the  last  importance  {II ear ^  hear  I)*     He  allowed 
that  the  saving  compared  with  the  expenditure  would  be 
Very  trifling,  but  the  principle  would  be  of  great  im- 
poitancfs  in  promoting  contentment  among  the  people,  by 
proving  that  it  was  the  anxious  desire  of  the  house  to  suli- 
ject  them  to  no  burthens  except  such  as  were  absolutely 
necessary.    It  was  the  duty  of  the  house  to  take  care  that 
no  money  should  be  wa3tefu1Iy  employed,  and  that  when 
money  was  given  for  official  duty,  the  duty  should  be  per- 
formed.    The  public  had  a  right  to  the  service  forwbich 
they  paid — and,  therefore  when  offices  at  first  efficient, 
came,  by  a  change  of  circumstances,  to  be  sinecures,  thev 
ought  to  be  abolished,  so  that  the  salaries  might  be  avail- 
abfe  for  the  offices  which  had  sprung  up,  instead  of  those 
that  became  sinecures.     It  was  through  negligence  that 
these  offices  were  allowed  to  remain  after  their  (luties  had 
ceased.    He  then  alluded  to  the  large  sum  which  was  now 
expended  for  auditing  the  public  accounts,  which  had 
become  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  immense  increase 
of  the  public  expenditure.     But  what  he  objected  to  was 
that  the  efficient  and  the  non-efficient  should'  each  have 
salaries,     {nstead  then  of  the  general  words  of  the  resolu- 
tion, he  wished  (o  bring  it  to  (Jiis,  that  sinecures  should  be 
abolished  after  the  interests  of  the  present  possessors  in 
them  were  dt  an  end. 

'  He  imaigined  that  there  could  hardly  be  a  diiference  of 
opinioh  on  this  point,  that  people  ought  not  to  be  paid 
by  the  public  for  doing  nothing,  but  the  question  would 
titrn  npbn  this',  whether  these  offices,  though  they  could 
not  now  answer  the  purposesof  their  original  institution, 
ought  not  to  \>e  retained,  as  necessary  for  the  reward  of 
merit  and  eminent  service,  and  he  agreed  that  there 
should  Be  some  means  of  rewarding  great  service  beyond 
the  daily  wages  received  by  those  whp  had  been  for  a 
length^of  time  faithful  aud  able  servants  of  the  public* 
lie  noped  he  would  be  allowed  to  read  the  four  resolu- 
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tions  which  be  held  in  his  hand,  as  these  would  shew  that 
be  had  opt  neglected  this  point.    It  had  beenf  nsual  to  re* 
vnatd  such  services  either  by  a  direct  pension  or  by  a  sine* 
cure  office.    He  rather  thought  that  it  would  be  better  to 
conQne  the  reward  of  service  altogether  to  direct  pensions, 
instead  of  having  what  were  direct  pensions  lurking  under 
the  name  of  offices  (If  ear,  hear\)    A  great  part  of  the 
mischief  arose  from  this  confusion  of  terms.    The  grant- 
ing of  pensions  would  be  notorious  and  unequivocal,  and 
this  very  notoriety  would  prevent  their  being  conferred  in 
a'  profuse  or  gl)|ringly  improper  manner  (hear^  hear  -), 
but  there  was  no  sucn  security  with  respect  to  these  sine- 
cure offices.    As  an  illustration  of  this,,  after  disclaiming 
4be  intention  of  saying  any  thing  invidious,  he  adverted 
to  the  manner  in  which  a  sinecure  had  very  latelv  been 
applied*  (JJflir,  hearl)  This  instance,  indeed,  was  hardly 
.wanting,  because  it  was  the  common  way  of  giving  away 
sinecures.    He  therefore  did  not  blame  his  right  honour- 
able friend  on  the  other  side  (Perceval),  he  haa  only  done 
what  had  been  customary  with  regard  to  such  officer. 
But  what  rendered  this  a  little  remarkable  was,  that  tliere 
was  a  case  of  great  service  before  the  house  at  that  very 
moment.    A  messaj^e  had  been  brought  down  by  the  mi- 
nister from  his  majesty,  recommenmng  the  grant  of  a 
pension  to  Lord  Wellington,  to  which  the  house  agreed. 
The  bill  for  conferring  this  pension  had  not  passed 'through 
the  house,  when  a  sinecuie  office  fell  into  the  hands  of 
bis  right  honourable  friend.     He  repeated  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  blame  his  right  honourable  friend  for  the  mode 
in  which  he  had  disposed  of  this.     It  was  indeed  the  way 
in  which  such  offices  would  always  be  disposed  of.     Bnt 
instead  of  rewarding  the  great  service  of  Lord  Wellington 
with  (his  sinecure,  it  had  beengiven  to  an  honouruble  gen- 
tleman, who  had,  he  firmly  believed,  aeted  always  \i\  his 
politics  u|30ii  tlie  fair  conviction  of  his  own  mind,  and 
with  whom  he  had  spmedracs  diffifred.     He  meant  to  say 
nothing  invidious  of  (hat  honourable  gentleman,  who  very 
probably  had  no  prospect  either  of  this  or  any  other  of- 
fice of  the  kind,  for  the  line  of  political  conduct  which  be 
had  thought  it  right  to  follow.  •  But  nol>o<ly  could  say, 
(hat  he  had  ever  done  any  particular  service  to  the  coun- 
trv  which  deserved  this  reward.     He  had  never  perform- 
ea  any  service  certainly,  for  which  any  one  could  have 
diearot  of  conibrring  upon  him  a  direct  pension  to  the 
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ftmoufit  of  iAe  sinecure  which/iras  iio>r  in  his  possession* 
(Hear J  hetrrl).     He  did  not  (hink  (hat  both  the  mode 
of  direct  pension,  and  that  of  n  sinecure  ought  to  be  pre* 
served*     For  the  pensions  would  be  given  for  services 
performed,  and  the  sinecures  would  be  granted  from  fa- 
Tour.'  This  method  of  granting  direct  pensions  for  services 
had  become  a  very  groat  source  of  expense,  and  yet  thene 
had  been  no  reduction  of  (he  sinccnres*    There  had  been 
instances  in  which  lli^ose  offices  had  been  applied  to  the 
necessary  object,  of  the  reward  of  services,  such  as  (hose 
which  had  been  granted  to  Lord  Chancellors*    'But  as 
great  inconvenience  and  irregularity  arose  from  their  not 
being  vacant  at  such  times  as  they  were  most  wanted,  the 
act  of  the  39ih  of  the  king  had  been  introduced  for  grant- 
ing direct  {lensions  to  chHnc(!llors,  by  which  they  became 
a  charge  on  the  nation,  independent  of  these  offices,  which 
were  auerwards  granted  as  matters  of  mere  favour.    These 
eoDsidenCtions  had  induced  him  to  think  that  it  would  be 
much  better  to  abolish  these  offices,  and  to  give,  his  ma« 
jesty  power  of  granting  pensions  to  a  limited  amount  in 
lieu  of  the  offices  abolished,  the  power  of  giving  the  ad- 
ditional pensions  always  commencing  ^ith  the  fall  of  the 
sinecures.     This  was  necessary  in  order  to  ])revent  the 
crown  from  having  for  a  time  a  double  power ;  and  with* 
out  this  caution  it  would  not  be  a  measure  of  economy,  in 
the  first  insjtance,  but  a  measure  df  extravagance.     What 
might  be  the  saving  on  the  whole  by  the  abolition  of  these 
offices  he  was  not  at  the  moment  prepared  to  stale',  but  it 
had  been  calculated  in  the  report.     This,  however,  was 
clear;  he  thought  that  whatever  rnght  be  the  saving,  it 
was  important  that  these  offices  should  be  abolishei)  for 
the  reasons  which  he  had  already  stated.     There  was  ano- 
ther descri|3tion  of  offices  which  required  the  attention  ot 
the. house,  he  meant  those  where  the  emolument  was  large 
beyond  all  proportion  to  the  duty.     It  was  proper  that 
these  should  be  regulated,  and  that  an  allowance  should 
be  made  proportioned  to  the  .services  performed. .  There 
was  a  third  clabs  of  offices  mor6  numerous  than  the  for- 
mer, he  meant  the  offices  which  were  executed  by  deputy. 
The  object  would  be  with  rc*s))ect  to  them,  to  abolish 
what  was  sinecure,  and  retain  what  was  necessary,  reduc- 
ing the  emolument  to  that  for  which  the  duty  was  per- 
formed, with  some  increase  in  many  cases,  no  doubt,  on 
account  of  the  increased  responsibility.    He  then  read  re- 
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soluiions  conCoriDable  to  what  be  had  stated,  concUicli  rig 
urith  this, — ^Yhat  a  felect  committee  be  appointed  to  exa- 
mine to  what  offices  the  principles  he  iiad  thrown  out 
could  be  applied.  Having  reau  all  the  resolation«,  he 
pro|>08ed  the  first  of  theifa  as  an  amendment  upon  that 
which  had  been  rrachfrom  the  chair.  The  substance  was, 
that  it  was  expedient  to  abolish  sinecures,  except  such  as 
^ere  connected  with  the  personal  service  of  his  ma  jest j, 
or  ibe  rojal  family,  to  regulate  other  otBces,  and  io  re- 
duce the  salaries  of  such  as  were  executed  by  deputy  to 
the  sum  for  which  the  service  wa^^  performed,  with  an  aU 
lowance  for  the  additional  responsibility,  all  to  be  done 
after  the  present  interests  in  these  oifices  had  expired. 

Mr.  Perceval  observed,  (hat  whatever  tlie  house  might 
think  as  to  the  proprirtj*  or  iinpropriely  of  pledging  itself 
as  to  the  measures  recommended  'l>yjiis  hQiiourable  friend^ 
all  must  agree,  that  the  propositions  were  of  the  utmost 
importance  in  themsrlve>,  and  riH) Hired  tlie  most  serious 
ajid  delil)erate  examiuntioii.     It  was  of  importance  to  be 
cautious  in  adopting  thcni^  both  on  aceotmt  of  tlieir  effect 
upon  the  influence  of  the  crown,  sind  in  as  much  as  they 
were  of  a  novel  nature,     ile  (Mr.  Perceval)  could  not 
ccimplain  thai  he  was  taken  unprepared  upon  this  subject  ; 
bat  be  doubted  whether  thecommiifee  would  be  prepared 
todecidetipon  matters  of  this  importance,  with  such  a 
v«ry  short  warning.  ^  Resolution^  hud  been  proposed  from 
both  sides  of  the  bouse  hist  session^  and  a  long  debate  had 
taken  place  upon  them.  Thcresoluiions  had  been  printed; 
they,  had  been  long  in  the  hands  of  raem.bers  ;  and  as  both 
sets  of  Kcsolutioiis  wercsimilar  ia  princif/le,  gentlemen  must 
have  been  pretty  weli^«i%vare  of  what  they  were  to  expect* 
But  bis  lioiioumble  friend  had,  during  the  whole  of  that 
period^  given  no  hint  of  his  intention  to  propose  any  thing 
of  this  kind;  but  as  the  propositions  were  of  so  much  im- 
portance in  themselves,  he  ho|x*d  tbe  eommittee  would  not 
allow  itself  to  be  surprised  into  their,  adoption.     Bat  he 
could  noftagree  that  the  propositions  wouht  have  any  of  the 
good  effects  which  his  honourable  friend  anticipated,  con- 
sidering the  way  in  which  he  proposed  to  accompaoj 
them;  aad  yet,  with  that  accompaniment,  the  committer 
could  not  be  aware  what  practical  measure  his  hooourubfe 
iViend  would  proceed  to  t'omid  upon  tliem  if  passed.     The 
committee,  of  which  he  had  been  chairman,  had  stated  in 
t\^  vepoHt  that  some  oiBces  ought  h^  be  alMished|  and 
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others  r^ulated ;  and  proposed,  (hat  some  Bubstitute 
should  be  found  for  these  offices  with  a  view  of  the  reward 
of  public  services.  It  was  then  clear  that  ther^  must  be 
some  substitute  for  these  offices,  and  that  subsiitute,  his 
honourable  friend  had  said,  must  be  commensurate  with 
the  sinecures  abolished  (iVb,  no) — commensurate  with  these 
offices,  he  understood  {commencing  with,  the  full  of  the 
offices)— commencing  with  the  fall  of  the  offices,  was  it  ? 
Well  then,  if  the  amount  of  the  pensions  were  not  to  be 
commensumte  with  the  value  of  the  offices,  there,  would  be 
a  reduction  of  the  funds,  out  of  which  c^reat  services  were 
to  be  rewarded.  What  was  required  of  the  committee  by 
his  honourable  friend  then  was  this,  that  it  should  consent 
to  abolish  the  funds  which  the  crown  had  at  present,  with* 
out  khowing  how  far  anything  else  was*  to  be  substituted, 
without  knowing  to  what  extent  he  would  propose  to  grant 
the  power  of  conferring  direct  pensions,  it  was  proper  to 
be  perfectly  aware  yhether  his  honourable  friend  meant  to 
propose  any  diminution  in  the  funds  for  tlie  reward  of  ser- 
vices, because  that  might  alter  the  argument  completely ; 
for  if  no  reduction  of  the  fund*  was  intended  to  be  made, 
then  it  would  be  for  the  house  to  consider  whether,  the 
question  of  economy  being  entirely  out  of  the  case,  the 
change  proposed  by  his  honourable  friend  would  have  the 
advantages  he  e^^pected  from  it,  whether  it  would  serve 
to  conciliate  the  people,  to  remove  the  complaints  of  the 
disaifected  and  discontented  ?  It  was  necessary,  therefore, 
that  his  honourable  friend  should  explain  Uimself  dis- 
tinctly  on  that  point  to  the  committee.  Mr.  Burke,  to 
whose  opinions  the  finance  committee  had  referred  in  Its 
report,'  had  said,  that  changes  had  a  tendency  rather  to 
increase  than  diminish  discontent;  for  people,  he  said, 
submitted  with  patience  to  ol^ind  established  practices, 
if  these  practices  were  kept  wttbin  correct  bounds,  when 
they  would  feel  a  new  mode  of  bearing  the  same  necessary 
burthen  almost  intolerable.  Mr.  Burke,  too,  had  the  sub* 
ject  of  direct  pension,  and  sinecures  under  his  considera- 
tion, and  all  he  said  was^  that  upon  the  whole  he  rather 
preferred  the  mode  of  rewarding  services  by  direct  pen* 
sions.  So  his  honourable  friend  said  that  it  was  the  incli* 
nation  of  his  mind,  upon  the  whole,  to  prefer  the  method 
of  direct  pensions.  It  would  appear  nrom  this,  that  he 
had  not  formed  a  decided  opinion  upon  the  question,  but 
^s  rather  inclined  to  think  that  the  mode  of  pensioii  waa 


MARCH    19.3  FINANCE.  41 

preferable.  But  (liis  would  hardly  induce  the  house  to 
adopt  measuresof  this  importance,  without  having  al ten- 
tivoly  and  maturely  \^ci*5iu*d  (hi»ir  tendency,  and  without 
having  formed  h  deciih'd  opinion  that  their  adoption  would 
answer  some  esj^ontially  ijood  purpose.  The  house  could' 
'  not  on  such  slight  grounds  as  dio^e. which  had  been  stated 
by  his  honourable  friend,  assent  to  this  change,  nor  could' 
it  reasonably  ho()e  that  such  a  change  would  have  any  ef- 
fect in  removing  discon'rnt.  What  (lid  Mr.  Burke  say, 
on  the  subjrcl  ?  He  said,  that  he  wouM  have  iu>  great 
c»l)jection  to  such  a  changr^,  but  thit  he  did  not  think  it 
prudent  to  propose  it.  Redid  not  like  to  take  away  what 
answerecl  the  purpose^  in  the  hopes  that  some  substitute, 
mitrht  be  found/  Mr.  Burke  then,  had  refused  to  be  the 
pro()os4'r  of  such  a  chano;c,  and  had  said,  that  instead  of 
removing  discontent,  it  would  rather  tend  to  increase  it. 
The  house  would  then  consider  gravely  before  it  gave  into 
a  proposition' so  new  in  itself,  and  so  suddenly  submitted 
to  them  for  their  decision.  But  his  honourable  friend  had 
adverted  to  a  grant  of  a  sinecure  place  lately,  which  he 
>v  contended  was  a  most  unexceptionable  one,  (a  laughj  and 

heat^  hear!)  that  was  his  opinion.     There  was  np  law  to 

Brevent  a  grant  of  this  nature  being  made  to  $uch  a  man  as 
[r.  Yorke,  who  certainly  had  been  some  time  in  his  ma- 
jesty's service.  He  thought  that  the  ofEce  was  part  of  the 
patronage  of  the  crown,  and  that  his'  majesty  was  at  per- 
fect liberty  to  confer  it  upon  any  meritorious  individual  he 
pleased.  His  honourable  friend  hnd  said,  that  the  place 
might  have  been  given  to  Lord  Wellington.  He  could 
not,  in  consistency  with  the  ider.s  of  Jiis  honourable  friend, 
grant  the  otfice  in  reversion  at  any  rate.  But  if  it  had  be- 
come vacant  at  the  time  Mr.  Yorke  was  in  office,  he  did 
not  know  tii.it  there  could  have  been  any  objection  to  his 
possessinir  it.  His  honourable  friend  had  said,  that  he 
had  no  object  ion  to  the  revvarding  of  long  and  faithful  civil 
services.  What,  then  was  the  period  of  service  which  his 
honourable  friend  wonUI  think  necessary  to  form  a  claim  to 
these  rewards?  Till  s^ome  otlier  period  was  Oxed,  he  might 
l>e  allowed  to  suppose  that  the  three  years  Mr.  Yorke  had 
been  in  otiice  rendered  him  not  an  improper  object  of  his 
majesty's  bounty.  How  long  would  it  be  necessary  for  a 
mail  to  expiate  ihe  demerit  of  not  having  been  in  otHce  ? 
He  would  ask  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  whether 
they  would  have  it  thought  it  wrong  that  Mr.  Fox  should 
Vol.  n.— 1810.  G 
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have  got  a  sinecure  of  this  kind  before  he  hfid  been  a  ^ear 
in  office  ;  tbouffli  lie  had  Kpent  a  long  and  laborious  lite  in 
opposition.  Independent  of  parly  feeling,  he  thought 
that  the  sinecure  in  qucstibn  had  been  very  properly  dis- 
posed of.  He  hoped  the  house  >vouId  sec  that  .this  was  a 
measure  of  too  much  importance  io  be  adopled  so  lightly •• 
His  honourable  friend  said,  that  the  sole  ground  on  which 
he  brought  it  forward  was  that  of  economy  (Noy  no)* 
Yes,  of  economy.  He  had  indretl  said,  that  the  measnre 
wotdd  conciliate  the  people,  and  remove  discontent ;  b^it 
fbal'he  understood  to  be  only  (liroii^h  its  efficacy,  for  the 
pur()oses  df  economy.  He  did  not  understand  that  his  ho« 
n^urable  friend  rested  it  at  all  upon  the*gronnd  that  it  was- 
proper  to  diminish  the  influence  of  the  crown  ;  but  he 
conceived .  that  he  j[)laced  its  great  utility  in  its  effects  in 
point  of  economy.  He  perfectly  agreed  that  every  saving 
should  be  made  that  was  consistent  with  the  public  ser« 
yicc,  that  oould  be  made  without  detriment  to  that  ser« 
vice.  But  there  the  question  arose,  could  this  change  take 
place  without  detriment  to  the  public  service  ?  For  his 
•part,  he  thought  that  the  attempt  to  cut  off  all  these  offices 
at  one  sweep  was  extremely  dangerous.  As  to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown,  he  still  retained  the  sentiments  he  bad 
before  expressed,  that  the  influence  of  the  crown,  upon  the 
whole,  had  not  increased,  compared  with  the  great  in^ 
crease  of  the  popular  branch  of  the  government,  in  wealth 
and  influenpe,  and  power  in  the  state.  That  was  his  opi- 
nion. As  to  the  assertion,  that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
was  increased  by  the  national  debt,  he  believed  the  very 
.reverse  to  be  the  case.  He  felt  himself  bound  to  oppose 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Bankes  explained,  that  he  certainly  thought  that 
}ess  than  the  aggres^ate  amount  of  the  sinecures  would-  an- 
swer the  purpose  in  direct  pensions.  As  to  the  charge  of 
having  taken  the  house  by  surprize,  he  said  that  an  indi« 
vidual  member  could  only  propose  his  resolutions  in  his 
place,  but  the  housd  was  called  trpon  at  present  merely 
to  settle  the  principle.^  The  substitute,  &c.  would  be  a 
matter  for  future  consideration.  But  he  should  be  ex- 
tremely glad  if  the  house  would'  allow  his  resolutions  to 
be  printed,  that  they  might  consider  them  with  all  the 
care  which  had  been  bestowed  on  those  of  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend.  He  was  sure  his  resolAions  would  gaia 
by  that. 


V 
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Mr.  Perceval  insfantly  assenled  (hat   time  should  be 
given  to  print  ^lis  hononnlhle  friend's  resolutions. 

Mr.  Whiibread  considered  the  accusation  of  surprize 
as  perfectly  unfouirded.  Some  on  the  same  side  with  tire' 
right  honourable  •o^enMemnn  h;id  broucrht  forward  motions 
of  the  same  kind,  the  member  for  Sussex  particniarly, 
which  were  at  least  liable  to  a  similar  objection.  The  op- 
position to  the  abolition  came  with  a  very  ill  <;rncc  from 
him,  a  great  reVersionist,  and  orle  who  had  sinecures  in 
his  infancy  for  no  service  whatever,  (ffear,  hear  \)  He 
allowed  ihatcMr.  Yorkc  was  a  very  honourable  private 
character,  but  he  had  performed  no  public  service  that 
deserved  such  an  annual  sum,  and  nob'Kly  would  ever 
have'dared  to  prop6se  such  a  thing  for  him  in  the  shape 
of  a  direct  pension.  It  was  not  only  the  inclination  of  his 
mind,  but  his  most  decided  opinion,  that  these  should  be 
abolished.  As  to  the  conferring  of  these  places  for  pub- 
lic service,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  himself  and 
Mr.  Yorkc  were  instances  that  this  was  a  perfect  delusioii 
upon  the  public.  He  contended  that  though  no  great 
practical  saving  could  be  made,  still  even  a  sum  might  be 
sayed  not  unworthy  of  attention.  Suppose,  for  instance, 
that  150,0<'-0/.  a  year  should  be  saved,  this  would  form  the 
interest  of  three  Tnillions,  which  we  might  be  obliged  to 
borrow,  or  enable  parliament  to  remove  some  petty  bu^ 
▼exafious  tax.  The  reception  of  Mr.  Yorke,  by  hi^  for- 
mer constituents,  proved  what  the  public  tliought  of  this 
grant.  He  went  fo  them  after  vacating  his  seat,  and  they 
very  properly  refused  to  return  him.  Could  iheVight  ho- 
nourable gentleman  state  one  instance  in  which  a  ^reat 
public  service  had  ham  rewarded  with  a  sinecure?  It 
nad  been  found  necessary  to  create  provisions  for  chancel- 
lors by  direct  pensions.  As  to  the  crown,  these  offices, 
instead  of  being  a  source  of  strength,  were  only  sources  of 
weakness,  especially  now  when  they  had  become  quite 
disgusting,  it  would  mo^  certainly  conciliate  the  peo* 
pic  to  shew  tliat  attention  was  paid  to  the  proper  expen- 
aifure  of  their  money.  It  would  be  less  vexatious  to  their 
minds  to  pay  a  pound  when  convinced  of  i(s  necessity 
and  justness,  than  one  p^i^'^y^  ^ith  a  conriction  that  it 
was  to  go  to  these  sinecure  men.  To  illustrate  the  want 
of  attention  paid  to  ecommy,  and  the  truth  of  the  obser- 
vation of  Lord  Melville,  (at  one  time  first  lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty) that  two-thirds  at  least  of  t>ur  expenditure  in  the 
article  of  hioi&i  was  misapplied ;  be  cited  the  case  of  cer- 
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tain  ships  wliore  sfores  hild  hern  laid  in,  on  their  sailing  ' 
from  the  Tiv<?r  for  ei)3rht  weeks,  but  in  which  on  their  ar- 
rival at  the  Nore,  other  stores  were  to  be  found  nccessiiry, 
those  originally  put  on  board  haviniif  been   iiiJich*  away 
wilh.    Sinecures,  the  honoura!>le  member  coiilended,  were 
but  an  excrescence  of  the  constitution.     At  the  time  the 
salaries  annexed  to  these  oflices  were  granted,  the  offices 
iirere  effective.     It  was,  therefore,   not  so  novel  now  to 
seek  that  they  should  l^e  abolished,  lacing  non-effective,  as 
to  ask  that  they  should  convey,  ns  it  were,  freehold  rights 
to  the  sums  in  use  to  be  paii!  for  the  perfor:^)ance  of  the 
duty  annexed  to  them.     It  had  been  stated,  however,  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  whom  be  had  before  alluded  • 
(Mr.  Yorke)  that  the  fees  of  the  office  lately  conferred  on 
him  did  not  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  public,  but 
arose  from  small  fees  on  sums  going  into  the  exchequer. 
Were  not  all  these,  however,  he  l^egi^ed  to  ask,  sums  col- 
lected from  the  people,  and  of  course  the  per  centage  on 
^hem  an  additional  burthen  on  the  public?     It  was  be- 
yond human  patience  that  the  people  shoulrl  be  called  on 
to  endure  insults  of  this  kind.     On  these  grounds  he  was 
of  opinion  that  the  bouse  shonld  thiit  night  crune  to  a  vote  _ 
on  the  resolutions  now  proposed  for  their  adoption.     If 
there  were  gentlemen,  however,  in  the  hotise,  who  mii^ht 
"wish  the  business  to  be  postponed,  in  consequence  of  their 
being  till  now  unacquainted  with  the  proposition  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Banker),  he  could  hiive  no 
objection  to  this  delay.     As  to  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Rose)  he  was  convinced  tint  he  never  wish- 
ed to  influence  any  man.     All  his*  pnblieat ions  shewed, 
that,  in  the  purity  and  simplicity  of  his  mind,  he  saw  no 
more  danger  of  influence  from  the  distribution  of  70  or 
80  millions,  than  from  that  of  8  or  JO  ;  and  tli»t  he  would 
not  suppose  men  to  be  more  bound  to  the  throne,  from  its 
having  the  disposal  of  1000  places,  than  if  they  only 
amounted  to  70  or  80.     He  (Mr.  Whitbread),  was  satis- 
fied the  true  way  to  strengthen  the  influence  of  the  crown 
was  to  conciliate  it  to  the  feelings  of  the  people.     When 
he  talked,  however,  of  abandoning  the  paltry  advantages 
arising  from  lotteries,  be  was  told  th«it  they  could  not  be 
"^iven  up,  because,  notwithstanding  all  the  evils  and  im- 
noralities  to  which  they  gave  birth,  a  certain  srain  thence 
-esultcd  to  the  revenue.     Yet  on  the  other  hand,  when  he 
lalk^d  of  the  abolition  trf* sinecures,  he  was  told  this  was 
paltry  consideration,  a  thing  by  which  the  public  could 
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not  be  materially  benefitted.  He  hoped  the  house  and 
the  people  would  look  steadily  on,  while  these  resolutions 
^ere  under  consideration ;  and  he  trusted  that  the  ho- 
aourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Bankes)  when  his  motions  were 
printed,  would  not  allow  the  matter  to  lie  over,  but 
would  pre&s*it  forward  before  the  Easter  recess. 

Sir  •/•  Newport  thought  that  the  pension  list  of  Ireland, 
instead  of  40,000/.  should  be  limited  to  30,000/.  This  he 
prt-sumed  to^thiiik  would  be  the  fair  proportion,  and  woald 
still^eave  the  adequate  means  of  rewarding  merit.  He  gave 
in  a  proposition  to  this  effect,  and  hoped  that  it  wouui  be 
printed  along  with  the  others. 

Mr.  Bank(»s  then  proposed  that  the  matter  should  be 
postponed  till  to-morroW  furinight,  the  committee  then  to 
sit  again. 

Mr.  Martin  begged  torecal  Xo  the  recollection  of  gen* 
tlemen  how  often  the  business  had  been  postponed.  He 
hoped  nothing  would  be  allowed  now  to  intervene  so  as  to 
prevent  its  coming  to  a  decision. 

The  chairman  then  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. — Adjourned. 

V  HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,  MAnCH  SO. 
LIFE  BOATS.  . 

Mr.  Curwen  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  it  was  his  intention  to  bring  forward  any  propo*^ 
sition  for  rewarding  Mr.  Manb>-  for  his  industry  and  skill 
in  the  construction  of  the  life  boats  at  Yarmouth  ;  add- 
infiT,  that,  if  answ,crcd  in  the  negative,  he  should  himself 
feel  it  his,duty  to  submit  a  motion  upon  this  subject. 

'JMie  Chancellor  of  the  ExclK'qucr  answered  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

Mr.  Curwen  Ihrrcforegave  noficcof  a  motion  for  Friday* 

JOHN   BOWLES  AND  CO. 

Mr.  OrJo  expn^ssoii  a  wisli  to  know  whether  the  report 
laid  lu'fore  the  house  hist  sessions  with  regard  to  the  mis- 
conduct of  the  Dutch  commissioners,  had  been  yet  re- 
ferred lo  the  examination  of  tlie  auditors  of  public  accounts, 
or  what  was  the*  intention  of  the  treasury  upon  the  sub- 
ject? This  question  he  was  indited  to  put,  because  he 
had  heard  that  the  f)uteh  commissioners  had  presented  a 
memorial  to  the  treasury  deprecating  the  reference  al- 
luded to. 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated  in  reply  that 
lie  understood  there  had  been  some  communications  to  th«^ 
treasury  upon  this  business,  with  regard  to  which  he 
would  inquire  and  furnish  the  honourable  gentleman  wi(K 
all  the  ioiormation  in  his  power /the  nexi  day. 

LORD  WELI.KSLEy's  MtSStON. 

Mr.'Whitbread  inquired  whelhcr  (here  was  any  ohjec- 
tioB  to  lay  before  the  house  the  document  to  which  allu* 
sion  was  made  last  night,  namely,  a  copy  of  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  the  Marquis,  of  VVelleslcy  upon  his  depfir- 
ture  for  Spaiiy^ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wished  to  know 
upon  what  points  in  these  instructions  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman desired  information  ?  M''hethor  with  regard  to  ' 
our  military  or  financial  aids  to  Spain,  or  the  advice 
wjiichlhe  noble  lord  was  instructed  to  offer  to  (he  Spanish 
government  ? 

Mr.  Whitbrcad  felt  it  impossible  to  sfatd  what  parts  of 
these  instructions,  of  which  he  was  wholly  ignorant^  it 
would  be  desirable  to  lay  before  the  house.  He  should  be 
contented  with  the  production  of  such  parts  as  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  himself  might  deem  it  consistent 
with  the  public  service  to  ccmimunicate  ;  and  when  they 
sbould  be  brought  forward,  it  would  then  be  for  him  to  as- 
certain what  farther  communication,  if  any,  should  be 
necessary  to  h  is  object. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excb(?quer  only  desired  (o  know 
the  general  nature  of  the  information  required .  However, 
if  the  motion  referred  only  toextracts,  he  would  take  care 
to  present  such  as  could  be  laid  before  the  house  without 
detriment  to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Whitliread  agreed  (o  frame  the  motion  according 
•to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  idea  ;  and  he  there- 
fore moved,  that  (here  belaid  before  the  house  extracts 
from  the  instructions  to  the  Marquis  Wellesley  u|X)n  his 
departure  from  Tiiis  country  as  ambassador  to  Spain.— 
Ordered. 

REVERSIONS. 

Mr.  Banlc^s  said,  that  in  rising  io  bring-  forward  the 
motion,  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  he  apprehended 
he  might  assume,  that  there  \»a8  no  objection  in  that 
house  to  the  principle  of  the  measure  be  meant  to  submit, 
srnd  therefore  it  did  not  become  him  to  dwelf  upon  that 
part  of  the  question.  Any  objection  likely  to  be  made 
to  his  motion  would,  he  understood,  apply  to  the  expe- 
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diencyof  pressing^the  measure  in  the  shape  in  which  he 
thought  it  necessary,  ander  tlie  circumstances  which  had 
recently  oecurred  in  another  place.  But  when  it  was 
considered,  (hat  that  house  had  ever  since  the  comaieoce- 
ment'of  the  p.'^^sent  parliament  pursued  with  peculiar 
persereraiice,  and  looked  with  the  utmost 'anxiety  fi»r 
tbe  attainment  of  this  object,  he  thought  he  might  fairly 
assume,  that  the  best  mode  of  secilring  the  accomplish^ 
ment  of  that  object  would  meci  a  decided  preference* 
Tliat  mode  appeared  to  be  the  declining  of  any  corapro* 
mise,  and  the.  rendering  permanent  the  act  to  prevent  the 
grant  of  places  in  reversion,  instil  of  passtni^'a  measure 
of  suspension.  He  deprecated  any  attempt  to  discounte* 
nance  the  course  of  «{>rocec(ltng  he  proposed,  in  coRse^ 
quence  of  what  had  happened  upon  this  subject  in  the 
other  bouse  of  parliament.  For  it  was  not  presuming 
much  to  calculate,  that  although  the  principle  of  his  pro- 
position was  not  so  favourably  received  in  that  house ; 
although  a  measure  grounded  on  that  principle  was  actu- 
ally rejected,  when  brought  forward  by  one  of.  its  own 
members,  yet  that  when  such  a  measure  came  into  that 
bouse  with  the  sanction  of  the  asseml)Iy  he  had  the  ho- 
nour to  addres?,  it  would  meet  a  different  fate.  It  wag 
said^heunderstoofl,  in  another  place,  that  in  any  measuns 
of  this  nature  atfecting  the  royal  prerogative,  its  intro* 
duction  should  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  approbation 
of  his  majesty.  Such  approbation  he  did  not  tnink  at  all 
necessary,  or  that  the  want  of  it  should  serve  to  create 
*  the  slightest  impediment.^  Indeed  he  never  heard  of  that 
necessity  being  stated  until  very  lately.  Certainly  no 
such  doubt  was  glanced  at  when  he  proposed  the  first 
measure  of  this  tendency^  and  therefore  it  was  passed 
without  anjr-  previous  sanction  from  his  majesty,  or  even 
a  hint  that  such  sanction  ought  to  be  asked  for.  .What 
tiie  coutse  of  the  other  house  ought  to  be  upon  any  point 
of  legislation,  he  would  not  presume  to  say  ;  but  he  was 
not  aware  of  any  reason  for  a  difference  between  the  two 
houses  on  a  question  of  this  nature;  but  yet  as  the  impe- 
diment was  stated,  he  would  recommend  it  to  the  consi- 
deration of  his  rifrht  honourable  friend  (the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer)  who  was  always  friendly  to  the  principle 
of  this  me:u$urr,  to  take  that  proceeding,  which,  as  a  mi- 
nister of  the  crown,  he  was  eiiabled  to  do  to  remove  that 
impediment.     He  meant,  that  hb  right  houourable  friend 
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sbould  advise  bis  majesty  to  give  that  previous  consent, . 
the  \vant  of  which  had  raised  up  an  unexpected  obstacle 
to  the  success  of  this  measure  in  the  other  house  of  p(ir<* 
liainenty  namelyi  that  his  majesty  should,  through  his 
mijilsters,  communicate  the  same  kind  o^  approbation, 
which  was  usually  granted  to  certain  petitions,  and  which 
approbation  was  never  hehl  to  compromise  the  opin,ion  of 
ministers,  for  all  that  preliminai-y  approbation  imported 
was,  that  the  siibject  it  referred  to  might  be  entertained. 
It  was  to  be  regretted  much,  that  a  measure  of  this  nature 
should  have  been  already  rejected  in  the  other  house. 
But  yet  it  could  not  be  deemed  pertinacious  tp  press  it 
upon  their  lordships*  attention,  ubviating,  as  he  should, 
by  a  change  in  the  form  of  his  motion,  the  objection 
against  the  second  proposition,  in  the  same  session,  of  a 
measure  once  rejected.  It  was  well  known,  that  tbe^ 
slightest  variety  removed  that  objection ;  and  to  answer 
the  end  in  view  in  this  case,  he  had  alten^  the  terms  of 
his  motion  from  that  which  he  had  submitted  in  1808. 
There  could  not,  he  observed,  be  any  inconvenience'  in 
entertaining  this  bill;  for  even  should  it  be  rejected  in  the 
other  bouse,  it  would  be  still  open  to  propose  an  address 
to  His  majesty,  as  en  a  former  occasion,  especially  the 
grant  of  places  in  reversion,  or  to  bring  forward  a  bill  of 
suspension.  The  session  was  yet  entire,  and  there  was 
quite  time  enough  to  pass  such  a  bill  of  sus^iension,  through 
both  bouses.  The*  course  which  he  now  submitted,  he 
conceived,  as  he  had  already  observed,  the  most  effectual 
for  the  attainment  of  that  object,  which  the  house  had  so 
long  sought,  and  which  the  country  eX|H^cted.  If  it  did 
not  succeed,  the  house  might  then  resort  io  other  measures. 
The  honourable  gentleman  expressed  his  readiness  of 
course  to  attend  to  any  suggessious  which  could  serve 
to  render  the  provisions  of  his  measure  more  effective ; 
and  concluded  ^ith  moving  for  lebve  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
alter  the  mode  of  granting  offices  heretofore  granted  in 
reversion,  or  for  joint  lives,  witli  benefit  of  survivorship. 

The  Chancellor  of  (he  Exchequer  declared,  that  he 
never  thought  this  measure  of  any  great  importance  one 
way  or  the  other.  He  was  not,  however,  willihg  to  ob- 
struct its  progress  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  as  a  different 
opinion  prevailed  elsewhere  upon  the  merits  of  this  mea« 
sure,  and  it  appeared  necessary  to  the  attainment  of  the 
object  in  view  that  this  di&rence  should  be  consulted, 
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he  urould,  'therefore,  ndviae  bis  honoumble  (ItiiXid  mthtr 
to  propose  bis  measure  for  a  time  to  be  limited.  In  fact) 
a  bill  of  suspension  was  the  more  natural  course  fllr  hh 
honourable  friend  to  pursue,  at  a  time  'When  he  was  ^tef^ 
posing  the  abolition  of  sinecures  nltogelber.  For  if  tlie  ab^t^ 
lition  took  place,  tlie  bill  of  his  hononrabte  friend  inouhl 
of  course  be  superfluous.  Therefore  be  would  propose  all 
amendment  to  the  motion,  by  adding  th6  words  for  a 
lime  to  be  limited.  As  t6  the  recommendation  of  his  ho^ 
nourable  fl-iend  to  offer  certain  ad^ce  io  his  majesty^ 
whaterer  he  might  think  of  it,  it  wontd  not  be  proper 
for  him  to  state  in  that  house  what  adtiee  he  should  feisl 
it  his  duty  io  present  upon  the  subject.  The  amendmcitt 
being  proposed, 

The  Speaker  suggeit^  (hat  It  would  be  .dMtp^tent  t6 
Boy  member  to  propose  a  clause  ifi  the  committtoas  t»thd 
duration  of  the  bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  fi]rchequer*s  amendinettt  waft 
'whhdrawD.  and  Mr.  Bahboa  oMatned  kaye  to  bring  in  hift 

bill. 

•  .... 

2IAVAL  PROIf  OtIONS.— UB.  MONTAGtT. 

/ 

Sir  C.  P^  rose  to  submit  bis  promised  ittotffta.  ofxm 
<be4>lMacIes  which  had  arisen  to  the  proadMibn  of .  AdL 
miral  Hootag^^s  son,  which  obstacles,  howevien,  he  >nm 
wilting  to  adfnit  arose  out  of  inadTerten<7.«^Tfaisyouiig 

Sntlemiin  was,  the  hondMrable  baronet  obserwsd,  in  the 
editerrane^,  tirhen  the  time  of  serrice,  which  entitled 
him  to  a  lieutenaacy^  had  expired.  But  bis  title  wnsM* 
jected  in' consequence  of  an  ambigaity  in  certain  mdendu 
council.  By  one  of  these  cvdai,  it  was  provided^  that 
^ny  gentleman  who  had  been  three  years  at  tbe  PorU^ 
mouth  academy>  And  tbtee  years  afloat,  should  be  enti- 
tled to  promotion ;  but  by  another  Girder,  establishilig^  the 
new  naval  college,  it  was  leqnifed  to  be  four  years  ^afloat. 
Thus,  by  a  mistake  in  these  orders,  injustioe  was  done  to 
Mr.  Montagu,  and  to  many  other  young  gentlemen  simi- 
larly circumstanced  •  Although  Mr-  Montagu's  period  of 
service  expired  last  Augustj  though  application  for  ie« 
dress  in  this  case  was- made  to  the  admiralty  in*  December 
last^  that  redress  was  not  yet  obtained. — Bntaome  gen- 
tlemen, not  so  much  entitkd  to  consideration  as  'Mr. 
Montagu,  had  been  since  promoted  ;  there  were  several 
letters  addressed  to  the  awiralty  'upon  this  pnbject,  by 
Vol.  11.— 1810/  H 
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•Admiral  Mdntaga,  and  other  documents  also,  for  "which 
lie  meant  to  move,  in  order  to-  elucidate  this  ^business. 
But  understanding  it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  admiralty 
to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of^  as  fast  as  it  \ias  pos- 
sible) he  would  not  prm  these  motions.     To  Mr.  Mon- 
tagu, howeveTi  he  did  not  know  how  it  was  possible  to 
aaminister  any  remedy,  unless  his  commission  was  ante- 
dated, so  that  he  should  not  suffer  by  the  time  his  pro- 
motion had  been  delayed.    The  honourable  baronet  con- 
cluded by  moving «n  address  to  his  majesty,  praying  the 
.  consideration  of  the  case  referred  to,  and  that  in  that 
and  all  similar  cases  every  practicable  remedy  should  ba 
applied — that  .notice  should  be  sent  to  our  commanders 
on  foreign  stations,  in  order  to  provide  against  such  evils, ' 
by  'coriectio^  the  ambiguity  in  the  orders  in  council 
which  gave  rise  to  them.    Tne  honourable  baronet,  how- 
ever, -expressed  his  disposition  to  withdraw  his  motion,  if 
it  should  appear,  from  the  declaration  of  the  honourable, 
member  of  the  admiralty  board,  that  this  board  proposed 
to  ffrant  the  redress  required. 

Mr.  Ward  assured  the  house  and  the  honourable  ba- 
ronet, that  it  was  the  resolution  of  the  first  lord  of  the 
•dmiralty  that  all  the  evils  alluded  to  in  this  case  should 
be  immediately  remedied.  That  those  evils  were  the  re- 
aolt  of  mere  madvertenoy  was  certainly  true*  By  the 
order  in  council  of  1806,  for  establishing  the  new  naval 
Goll^,  and  abrogating  the  old  naval  academy,  no  notice 
was  taken  of  those  who  bad  completed  their  time  at  the 
latter,  and  thus  .the  examiners  of  Mr.  Montagu  were  urged 
to  object  to  the  promotion  of  that  gentleman.  When  the 
case  was  known  at  the  admiralty,  he  could  state  that  its 
jiaidship  was  felt  by'  all  connected  with  that  board,  and 
by  none  more  acutely  than  by  the  first  lord.  But  the 
board  was  bound  to  consider  the  legality.  In  order  to 
solve  that  difficulty  it  was  referred  to  the  legal  advisers  of 
the  board,  whose  opinion  was  against  Mr.  Montagu,  not 
only  upon  the  case  drawn  up  by  order  of  the  admiralty, 
but  on  that  drawn  up  by  Admiral  Montagu  himself.  Still 
it  was  resolved  further  to  investigate  this  subject,  and 
when  he  requested  the  honourable  baronet  to  put  off  his 
motion  for  a  day  or  two;  it  was  because  the  case  alluded 
to  was  under  the  consideration  of  the  attorney  and  soli- 
citor-^erals.  Since  then  these  law  officers  had  delivered 
in  their  opinion^- and  ho  was  happy  to  state^  that  not* 
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"withstanding  tbe  ambiguity  which  appeared  in  (he  oideni 
in  counciU  that  opinion  was  in  favour  of  Mr.  Monta^» 
The  first  lord  was  therefore  determined  io'  make  all  the 
reparation  in  his  power,  and  with  that  view  had  ordered 
his  commission  io  be  sent  out  ante-dated.  As  to  the  bo* 
noorable  baronet's  allusion  to  promotions  under  circum* 
stances  sicnilar.to  those  of  Mr.  Monti^u,  he  never  heard 
of  any  but  very  lately,  of  that  of  Mr.  Jenkinsoo,  who  was 
examined  by  the-navy  board,  from  whom  he  obtained  tho 
certificate  of  his  qualification.  When  hb  credential! 
were  presented  to  the  admiralty  board,  who  was  now  in 
the  habit  of  examining  the  grounds  upon  which  such 
credentials  are  granted,  Jenkinsonr  obtained  his  commis« 
sion.  But  he  could  assure  the  house,  that  at  that  time 
the  admiralty  was  not  at  all  aware  that  Mr.  Jenkinsonwas 
in  the  same  situation,  as  to  time  of  service,  with  Mr* 
Montagu,  and  that  as  soon  as  informed  of  that  circum* 
stance  Mr.  Jenkinson's  commission  would  have  been  can« 
celled,  if  it  were  not  for  the  opinion  of  the  crown  lawyers. 
The  honourable  gentleman  concluded  with  expressing  hia 
fiope,  that  the  house  would  feel  the  conduct  of  the  Mard 
of  admiralty  to  have  been  perfectly  correct,  and  that  it 
was  actuated  solely  by  a  desire  to  do  its  duty  by  admi« 
nisfering  its  power  according  to  the  precepts  of  law  and 
justice. 

Admiral  Markham  was  surprized  at  the  assertion  of  his 
honourable  friend,  that  the  aamiralty  was  not  in  the  habit 
of  investigating  the  grounds  upon  which  certificates  wevo 
granted  bv  the  navy  board.  On  the  contrary,  such  an 
examination  was  the  peculiar  duty  of  the  admiralty,  and 
he  could  affirm,  that  it  was  a  duty  never  overlooked  upon 
any  application  for  promotion,  while  he  had  the  honour 
of  being  a  member  of  that  board.  The  appointment  of 
Jenkinson  upon  the  11th  of  December,  as  soon  after  his 
examination  on  the  7th,  was  naturally  calculated  to  excite 
conversation  out  of  doors,  where  the  refusal  of  Mr.  Mon« 
tagu's  promotion  was  much  v  talked  of,  and  particularly 
in  consequence  of  some  difference  that  was  known  to  exist 
between  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  and  Admiral  Mon- 
tagu, the  &ther  of  the  gentleman  alluded  io  in-  the  mo«' 
<Aon.  The  honourable  officer  contended  that  there  was  no 
order  in  council  that  warranted  tiie  demand  of  four  years 
service  afloat,  to  qualify  for  a  Lieutenancy.  This  pro« 
bably  was  an  arrangement  of  the  first  lord  of  the  aqmi* 
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inlfjy  who  was  IcnowD  to  be  ver^  foxwarJ  to  act  for  him* 
self  on  subjects  of  which  he  could  know  little  or  nothing, 
and  who  in  the  case*  under  di^ussion,  referred  to  lawj^ers^ 
instead  of  referring  to  his  professional  colleagues.  In* 
deed,  it  was  understood  that  in  this  casellie  first  lord  tbok 
a  course  directly  opposite  to  the  unanimous  opinion,  of  all 
lis  pfofetsional  colleagues.  If  this  were  not  i}\e  fact^  bo 
called  upon  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty  to  deny  it.  As 
lo  the  proposed  grant  of  a  commission  to  Mr.  Montslgu, 
with  a  prior  date,  this  was  a  very  noyol  proceeding.  He 
lemembered  a  similar  measure  having  been  proposed  to 
Sir  Philip  Stephens  ;  ami  although  the  claim  of  justico 
was  peculiarly  strong,  that  officer  resisted  it  upon  the 
ground  that  if  such  a  precedent  were  established,  it  was 
difficult  to  say  to  what  it  might  lead,  ami  upon  what 
Tarfous  pretences  commissions  might  be  antedated.  To 
guard  against  the  Operation  of  such  pretences — to  provide 
diat  undue  influence  should  not  be  allowed  to  interfere 
with  the  fair  system  of  promotion  in  the  navy,  tlie  ho« 
aourablo  officer  strongly  recommended,  that  the  ante* 
dating  of  the  epmmission  in  this  instance  should  be  ac-* 
^omp^ed  by  a  special  minute,  calculated  to  answer  that 
#nd. 

.  Mr.  Croker  yindicated  the  conduct  of  the  admiralty, 
and  denied  that  there  was  in  any  parson  belonging  to  that 
board  any  disposition  of  hostility  towards  Admiral  Mon* 
tagn.  JVe  (said  Mr.  Croker)  referred  his  case  to  our 
counsel,  Mr«  Jeryis;  hb  opinion  was  against  the  claims 
of  Admiral  Montagu,  fft  then  (continued  Mr.  Croker) 
.called  upon  the  gallant  admiral  to  furnish  fe/«with  his  own 
ctotement  of  hb  own  case,  drawn  up  by  his  own  hand ; 
the  gallant  admiral  did  so.  The  last  statement  given  in 
was  referred  by  us  to  the  attorney  and  solicitor  generals ; 
their  opinion  was  in  favour  of  tho  young  man*s  time. 
Gentlemen  then  must  see  that  it  could  be  a  question  of  no 
ordinary  difficulty  when  three  counsel  of  such  great  pro^ 
ibssional  authority  differed  upon  its  merits.  JVe  (said 
Mr.  Croker,)  did  not  think  fit  to  decide  upon  it  oursehes^ 
not  being  all  of  us  professional  men.  Some  of  us  were,  to  be 
9Uie,  more  iqnniediately  connected  with  the  navy  as  a  pro- 
fession than  others  of  us  were— ae  were  not  all  lawyers, 
and  therefore  z£e  thought  it  expedient  to  refer  the  case  to 
legal  opinion.  A  gallant  admiral  (Markham)  opposite  to 
me  (observed  Mr .(Soker),  has  throwu  put  a  broad  inbinua-f 
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iion,  as  ifall  the  professioilal  lords  of  the  admirnlty  (llfFered. 
giencrally  fr6m  the  opinions oF  the  first  lord.  The  gallant 
admiral  had  even  asked  me  if  I  could  deny  it  ?  I  do  deny 
il ;  and  this  I  take  to  be  a  sufficient  answer  (o  the  question 
put  to  roe  by  the  gallant  admiral*,  'i'he  lionourable  gen« 
tteman  then  proceeded  at  some  lengtii  to  contend  with 
great  vcarmt h  ihsit  they y  the  admiralty,  were  well  disposed 
towards  Admiral  Montagu,  and  well  inclined  to  grant 
him  every  favour  they  could.  There  was  not  a  parson  at 
the  board  that  did  not  feel  so  disposed  towards  the  gallant 
admiral. 

Mr.  Whkbread  said,  that  one  would  imagine  from  tbe 

Sreat  warmth  the  honourable  gentleman  had  displayed, 
lat  hediflSsred  all  the  time  from  those  who  supported  the 
present  motion.  There  had  been  no  intention  of  char/s^ing 
the  admiralty  with  any  hostility  towards  Admiral  Mon- 
tagu. The  honourable  gentleman  had  told  them  that 
they  were  not  all  lawyers  at  tbe  board  of  admiralty.  This 
certainly  was  comfortable  intelligence  in  these  times,  wben 
oiBcial  departments  were  so  overrun  with  lawyers,  the 
first  lord  of  the  treasury  a  lawyer,  the  Chancellor  of  tlie 
exchequer  a  lawyer,  a  secretary  of  state  a  lawyer,  and  tbe 
secretary  of  the  admiralty  a  lawyer.  These  were  lawyers 
enough  in  all  conscience,  though  to  those  who  were  strah« 
gers  to  tbe  peculiarity  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  pro- 
nunciation, it  might  appear  that  he  had  rather  singular 
notions  of  what  was  afla  what  was  not  professional,  as  that 
honoiirable  gentleman  had  spoke  so  much  of  parsons  not 
being  professional  men  (a  laugh),  though  he  (Mr.  Whit« 
bread)  believed  that  those  reverend  gentlemen  were  gene- 
rally considered  as  such  •  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
entered  into  a  warm  defence,  that  was  altogether  unneces- 
sary, of  himself  and  the  board  of  admiralty,  no  matter 
which,  for  the  honourable  gentleman  had  done  the  IxKird 
the  honour  of  identifying  them  ^i(h  himself.  He  spoke 
as  big  as  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  miorht  do,  but  cer- 
tainly would  not;  and  as  if  he  .had  been  himself  at  least 
ohe  of  the  lords,  it  was  nothing  but  ^^  ^e  did  this,*'  and 
*^  tee  ordered  that" — oi/r  opinions  and  oi^r  orders, ot^r  coun- 
sel, and  what  not.  To  be  sure  the.  honourable  gentleman 
had  some  pretensions.  He  had  not  been  idlcsince  he  came 
into  office.  He  hac)  been  the  means  of  converting  a  vene- 
rable old  gentleman,  for  whom  he  fMr.  Whitbread)  had 
great  respect^  inlQ  a  young  and  enterprizing  sea  officer  ,und 


5%  TUC  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER.        FlORDS, 

Major  Cartwright.  that  was  of  his  iruiji^ty  *«  army ,  was  thpn, 
accorditi!^  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  a  rising  lieutenant 
i)f  ihe  royal  navy  ;  nor  had  the  official  exertions  of  the 
Iionourable  genfleman  stopped  with  the  living.  He  was 
resolved  to  he  grateful  to  those  who  died  in  their  country's 
^^rvtce,  and  to  promote  them  if  he  was  to  raise  the  dead 
for  it.  (A  laugh/) 

Mr.  (roker  replied,  that'he  was  for  a  long  time  at  a  loss 
to  make  out  what  the  honourable  gentleman  meant  by  im- 
puting to  him  hingnagc  that  had  never  fallen  from  him, 
tut  he  now  found  that  the  object  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man wns  to  make  ajoke^  and  therefore  he  must  forgive  him, 
though  the  joke  was  not,  afller  all,  a  very  good  one.  Xv 
the  same  time  he  must  request  of  that  honourable  gentle- 
man the  next  time  he  intended  to  make  jokes,  not  to 
ground  them  upon  nusreprchentatiuns  of  what  had  been 
i>ai(l  by  him  (Mr.  Croker). 

After  some  further  conversation  between  Admiral  M»irk»- 
ham,  the  Attorney-general,  Mr. Ward,  and- Mr.  Taylor, 
Sir  Charles  Pole  ngreed  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the 
present,  on  an  understading  that  the  required  accommoda- 
lioii  wouhl  take  place.     Adjourned* 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,   MARCH    21. 

The  royal  assent  was  given  by  commission  to  the  mutiny 
bill,  to  Lord  Viscount  Wellington's  annuity  bill,  and  to 
fifteen  pnvate.bills. 

The  mast  iraportatioh  bill  and  the  sugar  bounty  bill  were 
Tcod  a  third  time,  and  passed.    . 

IRISH  CATHOLICS. 

• 

Lord  Viscount  Vlif den  rose  and  presented  a  petitinn  from 
the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitantsofthe  town  and  county  of 
Carlow,  in  Ireland,  praying  for  relief  from  the  various  clis- 
"hbilities  under  which  they  labour,  and  to  be  placed  on  an 
equal  footing  of  civil  eligibility  with  their  Protectant  brdh- 
ren.  His  lordship  made  a  few  obspryations  on  the  ctise  of 
the  petitioners  and  others  in  a  similar  situation,  fo  whom 
promises  of  complete  relief  were  held  out  at  the  passing  of 
the  Union,  by  the  declarations  of  the  minister,  and  by 
the  general  understanding  in  Ireland. 

Ijord'Rtdisdale  said,  that  it  was  not  correct  to  sny  that 
such  a  promise  had  been  made  during  the  transaction  of 
the  Union.    In  fact  no  such  promise  was  made. 
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Ltord  yisroimt  Clif den  rose  asBin^  ai)dcleclareil  Ihatsuch 
promise  and  intention  were  hield  out  in  Ireland  by  tiiose 
persons  who  were  in  the  emplbymciitand  confidence  of  ihe 
castle. 

The  petition  Wtis  Tead,  and  was  ordered  to  lie  o»  llit 
table.    Adjoarned« 

—  ■  ■   "^ 

HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAVy  MARCH  21. 

Lord  ,Mabon  moved  that  there  be  laid  before  tlie  house 
a  list  of  the  names  of  all  the  ofliceTfl  employed  in  the  eai« 
and  receipt  of  his  majesty^s  revenue,  at  the  port  of  Kin^- 
ston-upon-Hull,  with  an  account  of  the  salaries  recetv^ 
by  them,  the  fees,  and  an  account  of  the  compensation 
granted  them  in  lieu  of  fees  abolished. 

Mr.  Thompson  expressed  a  hope^that  the  productioii 
of  this  account  would  lead  to  the  relief  of  the  revenue  > 
officers  and  tide-waiters  of  the  toivn  of  Hull,  a  great  many 
of  whom  l/rere  obliged  to  apply  to  the  parish  for  assis- 
tance, from  the  inadequacy  of  their  salaries  to  support 
them.    Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THirBBDAT,  MARCH  22. 
MUMBSR  OF  TROOPS  ON  FOREIGN  SEEVICE. 

The  Earl  of  Dnmlei^  rose,  in  pursuance  of  the  obser- 
vations he  had  previously  made,  on  the  subject  of  the 
great  numbeis  of  our  military  forces  which  had  been  seat 
.abroad  of  late,  on  various  expeditions  by  ministers.  It~ 
was  his. lordship  said,  pretty  generally  and  ironfidently 
reported,  that  almost  all  the  regular  infantry  were  about 
to  be  sent  out  of  the  country,  and  that  even  a  regiment 
of  cavalry  (the  ISth  light  we  understood),  was  sending 
to  Spain  or  Portugal,  which  might  speedily,  in  the  event 
of  re-embarkation,  find  it  necessary  to  cut  the  throats  of 
all  the  horses.  He  couldjiot  understand  on  what  grounds 
an  opposition  to  the  motion  he  had  to  submit  could  ije 
supported,  as  motions  of  a  similar  nature  had  not  been 
negatived.  It  was  in  his  judgment,  highly  necessary  to 
Mriy  :(he  motion,  in  order  to  shew  the  country  what  use 
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the  .£^ovemroent  liad  mnde  of  an  immense  miliiarj  esta- 
biishincnt,  and  in  Vfhai  situation  tbey  had  now,  by  their 
improvidence,  Iqft  the  country.  His  lordship  concludecl 
by  moving  for  accounts  of  all  the  reprular  infantry,  ca- 
valry, and  artillery,  sent  out  of  the  country  on  different 
expeditions  from  the  first  of  November  last,  up  to  tb« 
prosrnt  time. 

llie  Earl  of  Liverpool  xma  not  averse  to  putting  the 
house  in  possession  of  all  material  information  on  any 
important  subject,  except  wbere  the  nature  of  the  case 
•wa»  such  as  to  render  it  impolitic,  with-  reference  to  the 
interests  of  the  country  to  do,  so*  He  did  not  feel  that 
any  very  serious  danf^er  could  result  to  this  country 
by  (he  production  of  the  accounts  moved  for;  but  must 
still  thinic,  that  on  a  general  view  of  the  subjfact  it  would 
be  impolitic'to  give  information  to  the  enemyy  of  the  ex* 
net  number  and  distribution  of  our  forces  at  home,  an(f 
in  difitrent  parts  of  the  world.  The  expeditions  which 
the  noble  earl  so  much  disapproved  of,  had  not  been  so 
planned  or  conducted  as  to  neglect  or  impair  the  general 
aeeurtty  of  the  country,  wliich  had  never  ix^en  left  out  of 
consideration  under  all  the  particular  circumstances  of 
different  periods.  He  felt  it  on  the  whole,  bis  duty  to 
give  his  negative  to  the  present  motion. 

Earl  Gffy contended  strongly  in  defence  of  the  motion ; 
'that  it  was  by  no  means  founded  on  any  novel  and  un« 
I  rc*cedented  principle,  and  that  it  was  necessary,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  just  view  of  that  situation  of.  our  affairs,  into 
^vliich  the  improvidence  and  misconduct  of  ministers 
had  brought  the  country.  Was  there  not  sufficient 
ground  for  suspicion  of  the  fitness  of  ministers  to  dispose . 
of  the  forces  of^  the  nation,  after  the  repeated  cahimities 
we  had  ex^pericnced-*-thc  failure  of  all  their  extravagant, 
wasteful  expeditions,  and  the  disappointment  that  uni- 
formly followed  their  plans?  None,  after  the  failure  of . 
the  expedition  under  the  gallant  Sir  John  Moore? 
None,  in  the  results  of  the  second  campaign  in  Spain, 
undertaken  after  the  experiei^ce  we  bad  gained  by  the 
failure  of  the  iirst  ?  Noite,  in  the  still  greater  misfor- 
tunes and  the  disgrace  that  beftl  our  expedition  in  the 
]^lnnd  of  Walcheren,  and  in  the  river  Scheldt  ?  Could 
it  be  maintained  that  the  house  should  not  call  upon 
those  niini«>tcrs  who  had  so  misused  our  best  resources  ift 
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money  and  in  lives,  and  who  were  understood  lo  be  now 
sending  out  fresh  armaments  on-plajis  equally  useless  and 
wastefnl — ou^ht  not  the  house  to  deniaiul  inlbrmntion 
from  such  ministers,  ns  to  the  actual  st^itc  in  which  our 
army  was  left  at  homo,  in  order  to  see  the  full  extent  of 
our  evils,  and  the  possible  dan^^er  to  which  a  cnreer  of 
errors  might  subject  us?  The  motion -jnight  .'Yf)pe:ir  to 
ministers  dangerous  to  themselves.  If  he  fhc>ii;;ht  it 
dangerous  to  Uie  .interests  of  the  country,  he  would  not 
support  it ;  but  he  thought  it  calculated  to  pnxhicc  to 
the  country  beneficial  information,  and  should  thereforQ 
give  it  his  vote. 

On  the  question  being  put,  the  house  divided,  when 
tbe  numbers  appeared 

Not  coiitents  -  -  •        S8 

Contents  •  •  «       28 


Majority  against  the  motion  •         10 

BXCHANOB  OF  PRISONERS. 

On  oiar  re-admission,  we  found  Lord  Holland  on  his 
legs  speaking  on  the  subject  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  Telative  io  the  allegation  made  by  the  French 
goyerninent,  that  a  proposition  had  been  tranvnitted  tp 
this  country,  to  send  commissioners  to  Morlaix  to  nec^o* 
tiafe  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  had  been  eluded  6r 
rejected.  Upon  such  a  subject  he  had  hoped,  that  some 
answer  would  have  been  given  by  his  majesty's  ministers 
to  so  serious  a  charge ;  but  that  not  having  been  done,  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  bring  forward  the  motion  of  which  he 
bad  given  notice.  It  had  been  a  matter  of  notoriety  to 
all  Europe,  that  the  whole  blame  of  disregarding  the  calls 
of  humanity,  by  not  effecting  an  exchange  of  prisoners. 
rested  with  tb^  French  government,  in  consequence  ot 
the  inadmissible  pretensions  which  that  government  had 
advanced.  He  would  not,  upon  light  grounds,  !)elicve, 
that  his  majesty's  ministers,  bad  as  he  tlioihjr|»f  ihom,  ancf 
no  one  could  have  a  worse  opinion  of  them,  would  l|.ive 
been  guilty  of  the  cruelty  and  inhumanitv  of  rofiisiu/ir  tq 
treat  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  of  thereby  h  he  wing 
io  Europe  that  it  was  no  lonj^er  tiie  French  govrnjmen(, 
but  our  own,  that  obstructed,  the  atlainmeiit  of  iliis  most 
desirable  object'.  If  such  were  the  cjise,  it  would  shew 
a  wickedness  on  the  part  of  his  majesty's  mini^tt  rs  greuC- 
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\y  surpassing  every  othier  spepies  of  misconduct  of  which 
thej  hjFid  been  guilty,  and  would  justly  entail  upon  them 
the  abhorrence  of  the  country.     Fie  would  not,  upon  light 
grounds  believe,  that  they  could  be  cruilty  of  such  atro- 
cious wickedness,  but  the  charge  had  been  made,   and  it 
was  incumbfent  upon  tbcm  to  meet  it.    'The  assertion  had 
first  been  made  in  the  notes  m  thcf  Moniteur  upon  the 
King's  speech,  in   which  it  was  said,  that  a  proposition^ 
ipade  on  the  part  of  the  French  government  to  send  com- 
hiissioners  to  Morlaix  to  treat  for  an  exchange  of  prison? 
ers  had  been  rejected.     This  might  be  said  to  be  a  mere 
newspaper  charge  mads  by  the  editor  of  tUe  Moniteur^ 
whoever  that  personage  niiglit  bt*,   and  not  worthy   of 
much  attention  ;  b\it  the  charge  had  been   repented  in  a 
solemn  official  document,  addressed  by  the  Dtic  de  Cadore 
io  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  for  Holland,  in  which  no 
less  tlian  the  annibiiaiion  of  one  of  the  powers  of  Europe 
was  anpounced.     In  this  document  it  was  again  asserted^ 
that  a  proposition  made  by  the  French  government  to 
pend  commissioners  io  Morlaix  to  treat  for  the  exchange 
of  prisoujcrs  had  been  eluded  pr  rejected,  for  fear.it  should 
lead  to  a  negotiation  for  peace*     This  formed,  it  would 
be  seep,  a  charge  of  fact  and  a  charge  of  motive  against 
his  mniesty*s  ministers.     He  did  not  mean  to  urge  the 
latter  charge  ;  but  with  respect  to  the  former,  his  majes* 
ty's  ministi^rs  were  imperatively  called  upon  to  answer 
it.     He  believed  that,  in  the  former  negotiation,  there 
were  four  points  which  formed  the  chief  obstacles  on  the 
part  of  the  French   government.     The  first  related  to 
those  persons  who  were  detained  in  France  at  the  corn- 
Ifncncement  of  hostilities,  by  what,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
was  a  most  useless  act  of  tyranny;  the  second  related  to 
seamen  taken  in  British  vessels,  and  ^ho,  either  as  a  mat- 
ter of  convenience  or  necessity,  had  been  afterwards  re- 
leased, but  respecting  whom,  notwitlistanding  the  French 
government  made  a  claim  that  an  equal  nuoiber  of  French 
seamen  should  be  exchanged  fof  them ;  the  third  involved 
the  construction  of  a  capitulation,  respecting  a  garrison  at 
St.  Domingo,  who,  it  was  stipulated,  should  be  sent  to 
Europe.     The  French  government    interpreted    this    to 
mean,  that  they  should  be  sent  to  France;  the  interpre- 
tation on  our  side  was,  that  they  should  be  brought  pri- 
soners to  England,  which  they  were  accordingly.     The 
French  government,  however^  insisted  upon  ibc  former 
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inferpretation.  The  fourth  point,  and  that  trhich  was 
totally  inadmissible,  was  a  claim  on  the  part  of  (he  French 
government,  that  ihe  Hanoverian  army,  who  laid  down 
their  arms,  should  be  considered  ns  British  prisoners  ia 
the  bands  of  the  French,  to  the  nil mber  of  21,000,  and 
that  an  equal  number  of  French  prisoners  in  this  country 
should  be  exchanged  for  them.  These  he  believed  (o  be 
the  points  on  which  (be  obstacles  j(o  the  exchange  had 
before  arisen,  and  which  clearly  rested  with  the  French 
government.  The  charge,  however,  now  made  against  his 
majesly's  ministers  was,  that  they  had  refused  to  enter 
into  a  negotiation.  To  ascertain  a  point  of  &uch  great 
importance  to  the  character  of  the  country,  it  was  cssen* 
tial  that  information  should  be  laid  before  the  house,  and 
i^ith  this  view  he  had  framed  hrs  motions.  Il  would  be 
no  sufficient  reason  for  refusing  ihis  information,  to  sayi 
that  the  negotiation  was  still  pending ;  because  it  was 
lidiculous  to  suppose  that  a  negotiation  npon  such  ^ 
point  could  have  been  so  long  pending,  as  it  must  have 
been  more  than  three  months  since,  according  to  the 
French  papers,  the  proposition  had  been  made.  It  was 
needtess  for  him,  upon  a  subject  which  must  come  home 
to  ihe  feelings  of  ev^y  one  who  heard  him,  to  expatiate 
upon  the  hardships  endured  by  those  who,  by  the  acci* 
dents  of  war,  became  prisoners.  To  a  young  man  engag- 
ed in  an  active  profession,  it  must  be  a  most  severe  cala- 
mity, to  find  himself  immured  for  ye<irs  in  a  prison,  and 
deprived'of  those  hopes  of  advancement  in  his  profession, 
to  which  he  had  fondly  looked  forward.  It  was  an  in- 
cumberitdufy  in  a  government  to  render  this  calamity 
of  as  short  a  duration  as  possible.  He  trusted  their  lord- 
:^bips  would  be  convinced  of  having  information  upon  a 
point  wh'ch  so  materially  involved  the  character  of  tlje 
country,  and  upon  which  he  regretted  to  observe,  that 
his  majcsty^s  ministers  had  preserved  so  dignified  and  uii- 
feeling  a  silence,  if  his  maje&ty*s  ministers  determined 
to  reject  the  motion,  a  suspicion  would  then  naturally 
be  excited, 'hat  something  remained  behind  which  they 
were  afraid  should  l)e  discovered,  and  a  colour  would  be 
given  to  the  charge  which  had  been  made  by  the  French 
government.  Flis  lordship  concluded  by  making  the 
following  motions,  for 

'**  Copies  of  all  correspondence  which  may  have  passed 
between  the  transport^  or  any  other  department  of  govern- 
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menf,  and  any  other  persons  aulliorized  to  treat  on  the 
part  of  tb^goterhitfent  of  France,  respecting  the  exchange 
of  prisoners  of  >var,  since  the  first  of  September,  1809. 
Also  a  statement  of  all  communications  made  by  the 
transport  board,  or  the  chairman  thereof,  either  to  the 
board  of  admiralty  or  to  the  first  lord  commisftionery 
res|)ecting  an  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war  between  Great 
Britain,  since  the  first  of  September  ;  «nd  also  copies  of 
all  ofRcinllettcrsAvhich  have  passed  between  the  admiral* 
ty  and  transport  boards,  relative  to  an  exchange  of  pri-* 
soners  of  war,  since  the  first  of  September  last. 

^^  An  account  of  the  dates  of  all  conimnnications  from 
persons  authorized  by  the  govcmmetit  of  France,  to  the 
transport  l)oard  or  other  department  of  government,  re- 
specting (he  exchange  of  pnsoncrs,  since  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember, 1809,  and  of  all  answers  thereto,'  distinguishing 
those  which  related  to  the  terms  of  exchange,  and  those 
which  delated  to  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  ne« 
gotiate  thereupon." 

Lord  Mulsrate  regretted  that  the  noble  losd  should 
hare  persistea  in  bringing  forward  this  subject,  which  he^ 
thought  would  rather  do  mischief  than  good.  He  could 
itot  help,  however,  adverting,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
nianner  in  which  the  notice  had  been  given  during  his 
(Lord  M ulgrave's)  absence,  and  by  which  an  insinuation 
bad  been  made,  and  had  gone  forth  to  the  public,  that 
there  was  a  want  of  communication  between  him  and  his 
colletigues  ;  that  he  was  acting  in  office  with  those  with 
whom  he  had  ijo  common  or  ordinary  communication  ;  as 
rumour  bad  thus  got  abroad,  which  had  no  foundation 
whatever  i\\  fact,  he  trusted  tliere  was  no  act  of  his  life 
that  contd  induce  a  belief,  that  he  would  act  ofiicially 
with  those  with  whom  he  liad  not  a  common  and  ordinary 
communication.  He  must  therefore  complain  of  the  in- 
sfnuation  thrown  out  by  the  noble  lord  in  giving  notice 
of  this  motion  on  a  former  evening,  which  he  could  not 
bftt  comiid(?r  as  an  impropriety.  With  respect  to  the 
m'olian  and  the  ground  on  which  it  was  made,  he 
thought  it  was  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  that  house  of 
parliamerft,  and  of  the  country,  to  make  anonymous  squibs 
\Ti  a  newspaper  the  foundation  of  a  grave  ai»d  solemn 
proceeding.  (It  was  observed  across  the*  house  that  the 
chnrge  was  not  anonymous,  but  was  contained  in  an  oflS- 
ciul  document  signed  by  the  Due  dc  Cadore.)    Be  it  &o, 
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said  Lord  Mulgcaye,  I  have  not  seen  the  document,  bul 
am  still  of  opinion  ihat  no  proceeding  ou^ht  to  lje  insU- 
tufed.  I  hare,  however,  a  most  material  objection  to  state 
Xjq  this  motion,  which  the  noble  lord  has  anticipated,  bui 
"which  I  must  still  urge,  namely,  Uiat  the  expectation  of 
an  exchanfi^e^f  prLspners  is  not  at  an  end*  He  trusted, 
therefore,  tnat  their  lordships  would  be  convinced  of  the 
impropriety  of  calling  for  information  nnder  such  circum« 
stances^  which  could  only  be  productive  of  extreme  em* 
barrassme'nt  and  mischief.  The  noble  lord  had  spoken  of 
one  point  urged  by  the  French  government,  which  was 
wholly  inadmissible ;  ajid  surely  nothing  was  more  likely 
to  induce  th^it  government  io  persist  in  an  inadmissible 
demand,  than  <o  publish  that  it  bad  been  urged,  as  Ihej 
would  thereby  become,  as  it  wercj  pledged  to  insist  npon 
it.  It  would  not,  of  cour&e,  be  discreet  for  him,  under 
the  circumstances  he  had  mentioned,  to  enter  into  any  ' 
det.iii  i/pon  the  subject,  and  he  reirretted  that  the  motion 
had  been  made  ;  he  thought  it  mighl  possibly  tend  to  pot 
an  end  to  the  negotiation,  at  all  events  it  must  be  injuroua 
to  its  progress.  In  such  a  negotiation  there  might  be  many 
points  respecting  which  publicity  might  be  highly  iaju* 
rious  to  the  object  in  view ;  and  he  trusted  the  house 
would  see  (he  impropriety  of  calling  for  information  upoa 
a  subject  which  was  now  under  negotiation,  and  respectin|^ 
which  information  could  not  be  produced  without  great ' 
mischief. 

-  Jbord  IloUand  said,  the  noble  lord  had  unjustly  accused 
Jiim  of  impi'opricty.  He  never  made  the  insinuation  with 
which  he* was  cbar^^ed  by  the  noble  lord.  What  he 
alluded  tc^  was,  the  disuraccfni  concealments  v.hich  it  was 
notorious  had  taken  place  amongst  his  majesty  \  ministers* 
As  to  what  the  noble  lord  hiul  ^aid  of  anonymous  squibs^ 
it  did  not  at  all  apply  ;  because  in  this  case  the  charge 
against  ministers  was  made  in  an  otlieial  document,  signed 
by  the  Due  de  Cadore,  and  addressed  to  the  Baron  de 
Koell,  minister  of  foaMgn  afKiirs  for  Holland,  with  which^ 
however  important  as  il  was,  it  appeared  tlie  noble  lord 
was  wholly  unacquainted.  As  to  liie  point  of  the  Haiio* 
verians,  he  believed  it  had  been  given  up  by  the  French 
government*  The  noble  lord  had  argued  as  if  he  (Lord 
Holland)  hud  charged  an  unnecessary  dehiy  in  the  nego- 
tiation of  an  exchange  of  prisoners.  What  he  alludc^d  to 
was,  the  refusal  or  the  delay  iu  accepting  the  proposition 
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for  sendin£^  commissioners  to  Morlaix  to  treat  for  the  cx- 
cbangt*.  As'to  the  objection  that  it  was  beneath  the  dig« 
Ally  of  parlioroent  to  notice  snch  a  charge,  It  was  com^ 
pletely  done  away  by  the  precedent  of  1T97,  a  committee 
of  the  house  of  commons  having  been  then  appointed  in 
confiequence  of  an  anonymous  charge  in  a  French  paper, 
that  the  French  prisoners  in  this  country  were  ill-treated. 
The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  alsQ  commented  upon  the 
strangeness  of  the  argument  used  by  the  noble  lord  (Mul* 
grave)  res]3ecting  anonympus  squills,  when  it  ^sas  proved 
Id  be  an  official  document,  and  of  the  existence  of  which 
thenoble  lord,  one  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  appeared 
to  be  utterly  ignorant.  •The  noble  lord  had  stated  the 
pendency  of  the  negotiation,  but  he  had  carefully  abstained 
nom  mentif)ning  dates  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  serious 
tiliarge  made  by  the  French  government,  the  noble  lord 
had  evaded  giving  any  contradiction  to  it.  What,  then, 
was  to  be  inU;rred,  but  that  something  remained  behind 
which  his  majesty^s  ministers  were  afraid  of  disclosing. 
•  The  Earl  of  JLfuerpoo/ thought  that  the  speech  of  hia 
noble  friend  was  perfectly  satisfactoiT.  In  all  the  pro- 
posals on  the  subject  of  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  that  had 
Dcen  made  from  France  since  the  Revolution,  there  had 
'been  manifest  injustice.  The  enemy  always  set  out  on  a 
basis  totally  inconsistent  with  the  principles  recognized  by 
all  nations  ;  and  it  was  only  by  tedious  and  difficult  nego- 
tiation, that  they  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  depart  from 
them.  ^  With  respect  to  the  charge  preferred  by  the  noble 
marquis,  that  a  plain  answer  had  been  refused  to  a  plain 
question,  his  noble  friend  fiAi  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the 
^papers  moved  for,  because  they  tended  to  take  the  nego- 
tiation out  of  thf?  regular  channel.  Their  lordships  would 
not  faH  to  perceive  the  very  ^reat  disadvantage,  nay  the 
absolute  mischef  that  was  likely  to  arise  from  discussing  this 
subject  while  it  was  under  consideration  elsewhere.  We 
would  admit  that  there  were  various  communications  on 
this  very  subject,  during  the  period  alluded  \o.  The  no- 
ble baron  did  not  appear  to  understand  the  nature  of  tht* 
proposals  which  he  supposed  to  have  been  made.  If  he 
did  he  would  know,  that  it  was  possible  the  proposed  basis 
o(  negotiation  might  be  so  unjust  as  \o  render  it  inadmis- 
bible  at  the  very  outlet,  or  that  it  might  be  so  objectionable 
in  parts  as  to  render  previous  explanation  necessary.  lie 
conjiidered  the  motion  to  be  both  very  ill  judged,  and  in- 
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jnrious  ia  its  consequences,  if  srranted.  It  would  have  the 
effect  ofembarrassing  instead  of  facilitating  the  negotiation. ' 
It  wonld  coramita  governmenton  points  of  great  deKcacy, 
and  wonld  not  attain  the  end  proposed. 

Lord  Grcnville  could  not  consider  the  explanation  giveti 
by  the  noble  baron,  or  the  noble  earl  who  &poke  ladt,  bm 
any  way  satisfactory.     \t  was  deflcicnt  in  frankness  ami 
candour.     There  was  something  behind,  something  con** 
cealed  in  it.     We  were  now  for  the  second  time  involved 
in  a  war,  which  it  seemed  was  to  be  carried  on  so  far  as 
depended  on  the  determination  of  ministers,  in  horrid  vio« 
lation  of  the  usual  courtesies  of  tliat  dreadful  state,  what 
had  been  the  prond  boast  of  this  country,  up  to  this  day* 
That  it  did  on  all  occasions  eveiy  thing  to  suspend  tne 
cruelty  of  war ;  that  no  opportunity  was  neglected  to  try 
to  bring  it  back  to  the  semblance  of  what  it  was  in  former 
times.  This  was  the  state  to  which  it  seemed  his  majesty's 
ministers  were  averse  to  bring  the  contest  between  us  and 
France.     The  noble  baron  said,  until  that  night  he  was 
ignorant  of  the  document  signed  by  the  Duke  of  Cadoie. 
\Vhy  was  he  so  ?     Was  it  not  his  duty  to  have  become 
acquainted  with  the  contents  of  a  state  paper  that  was  in 
everyone's  hands,  and  that  embrac'^d  a  charge  against  that 
department  of  which  he  was  the  head  ?    The  French  go* 
vernment  had  accused  his  majesty's  ministers  of  rejecting 
a  proposal  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war.     If  this 
accusation  be  made  on  just  grounds,  then  the  British  go« 
vernment,  for  the  first  time,  might  say,  we  arc  the  cause 
that  this  dreadful  practice  continues  ;  we  are  the  cansc 
that  thousands  of  our  countrymen  are  starving  and  lan« 
guishing  in  French  prisons,  from  which  they  might  I>e 
released,  were  it  not  from  our  neglect  of  imt>racticabilify. 
As  to  the  argument  that  no  information  cmild  l>e  afforded 
on  this  subject  without  prejudice  to  the  ne^coliition  that 
was  pending,  he  could  easily  shew,  from   wliat  passed  at 
a  former  period,  that  no  inconvenience  conld    p'^ssil)ly 
arise.     In  the  year  1797,  a  cliari^e  appeared  in  a  French 
paper,  respecting  the  improper  treatment  of  the  prison(*rs 
in  this  country.     What  was  the  conduct  of  that  great 
man  (Vfr.  Pitt),  whose  nanxc  was  so  often  quoted  on  the 
o  lu»r   side,   mi  ih.it  occasion  ?     lie    propose*:!    that  the 
t'!i  I r;::e  should  be  submitted  to  a  comniitti*e  of  the  othc»r 
hi;tis.* ;   Uiit  tiiat  he  x)r  any  person  in  this  country  could 
p(issil)ly  entertiiin  a^oubt  of  the  falsehood  of  tiK*  accusa^ 
l*oji,  bittfor  the  purpose  of  satisfying  all  Kuiop*,  by  a  re- 
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part  and  resolution  of  pntliament,  that  it.  was  ^liolljr  un» 
feanded.  That  rfsoltition  >¥as  adopted  by  the  house,  and 
an  address  was  yoted  to  his  majesty,  praying  him  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  communicate  a  positive  denial  of 
the  accusation  to  all  the  princes  and  potentates  with  whom 
lie  was  in  friendship  and  alliance.  Howdid*the  government 
DOW  stand  ?  .  Mere  was  a  solemn  charsre,  made  in  a  paper. 
coming  from  one  of  the  highest  official  authorilies  in 
[iterance,  which  charge  was  suffered  to  spread  thronghout 
£orope  unrefuted  and  uncontradicted.  Instead  of  dis- 
avowing an  imputation  so  unworthy  of  the  national 
characteri  aiid  so  contrary  to  its  practice  in  other  periods, 
the  person  most  interested  rose  with  a  levity  ill  suited  to 
the  occasion,  and  eluded' the  charge  instead  of  meeting  it 
ftirly.  The  explanation  of  the  noble  earl  was  not  less 
equivocal  and  evasive.  Tb^y  came  to  their  lordships 
with  the  stale  and  hackneyed  pretencethat  any  information 
on  the  subject  would  be  prodaclive  of  disadvantage.  The 
noble  baron  and  his  colleagues  might  elude  the  nio(i<m  for 
the  present,  but  the  information  sought  for  must  he  dis- 
closed^ and  if  it  was  of  the  nature  asserted,  and  that  ha 
kad  reason  to  expect,  he  hoped  the  vengeance  of  parTia- 
inent  would  f<illow.  A  cirarge  highly  injurious  to  the 
humanity  of  the  British  government  had  been  made,  and 
not  repelled,  as  it  ought  to  have  been.  He  hoped  the 
bouse  wonld  agree  to  the  motion. 

Earl  Grey  observed,  that  the  ministers  had  not  taken 
upon  them  exactly  to  say  that  the  negotiatioif  was  pend- 
ing, but  merely  that  aTl  expectations  of  an  adjustment  as 
to  the  exchange  of  prisoners  had  not  ceased.  The  French 
said  positively  in  an  offici^d  pa|)er,  that  they  had, made 
an  overtufefor  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  that  it  had 
been  rejected  by  this  government,  and  this  they  said,  their 
lordships  would  observe,  without  being  conlradictecL 
(Ilear,  hear !)  It  was  important  for  the  character  of  this 
country  that  this  should  be  explained.  But  a  nt»ble  lord 
on  the  other  side  dwelt  upon  the  o.bjcction  to  the  prfl- 
dnction  of  this  information  pending  a  negotiation.  He 
denied  that  tlie  discussion  upon  a  cartel  for  the  exchange 
of  prisoners  was  to  be  a.ssimilffled  to  negotij»tions  relating 
to  commerce  and  o  her  matters.  The  principles  upoti 
which  such  a  discussion  rested  were  few,  and  liad  \)evn 
pitied  by  the  established  law  of  nationis ;  and  the  reasons 
vv  scrnpulous  co!iceuIment  during  the  progress  of  a  uc- 
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sofiation  of  a  different  kind,  did  no(  at  all  apply  io  thisJ 
\Vhat  was  the  difficuitj*  ?    There  was  nothing  oiore  io  do. 
tiinn  this,  to  state  wheth(^ror  not  it  wns  correcllj  staled 
in  the  Moniteur,  that  a  fair  and  equitable  proposzil  for  an 
exchan^  of  prisciners  had  been  made  to  this  government^ 
anc|^that  it  had  been  rejected  by  the  ministers  of  this 
eountry.     This  miirht  be  done  without  at  ail  dtsdosinj^  ^ 
the  particuhirs  of  the  negotiation,  or  of  any  disputes  that  * 
might  exist  between  the  two  governments.     But  even  tf 
there  did  exist  a  difficulty,  was  there  no  way  of  getting 
rid  of  it  ?     Might  not  a  secret  committee  be  appointed, 
as  had  been  done  by  the  commons  in   1707,  when  tha 
charge  of  inhumanity  was  preferred  by  the  French  ?  But 
then  they  «aid  that  that  was  a  case  of  humanity  merely. 
And  was  not  this  too  a  case  of  humanity  ?     Was  it  not  a 
case  of  humanity,  whether  a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of 

{>risoncrs,  on  which  the  happiness  of  so  many  depended, 
lad  or  had  not  been  improperly  rejected  i    But  the  re« 
port  of  1797  proved,  that  not  only  the  Question  of  humane 
treatment,  but  also  that  of  the  difficulties  as  to  the  ex-<- 
change  of  prisoners,  hacl  been  referred  to  the  committee  % 
and  therefore  there  was  an  end  of  that  objection.     The 
character  of  the  country,  bstd  been  till  now  unimpeach^d 
on  this  subject,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  house  io  take 
can;  that  it  should  continue  so.     n  he  rightly  understood 
what  had  passed,  and  he  pretended  to  no  more  information 
than  what  any  peer  might  obtain,  the  four  points  on  which 
the  difficulties  had  arisen  had  been  in  some  measure  con« 
ceded,  and  that  a  proposition  had  been  made,  to  whicb 
it  was  the  duty  of  government  to  have  paid  every  att^« 
tion.     lie  nsktnl,  whether  oc  not  this  was  the  fact  ?  Thus 
came  the  objection  upoii  tlie  point  of  dignity^     The  dig* 
nity  of  the  house  could  not  in  the  Least  be  compromised 
by  paying  the  proper  atieniton  to  an  official  paper  of  the 
enemy..   But  m  order  to  get  rid  of  this  obiection, he 
woulil  request  of  his  noble  friend  to  withdraw  bis  motion 
upon  either  of  two  conditions-*- 1st.  That  the  noble  lord 
opposite  (Molgrjvi)  should  state  |X)sitivfly,  whether  a 
fair  propostion  had. not  bren  made  by  the  French  govern-  ' 
qient,  and  when  it  had  been  made ;  if  at  all,  what  was  the 
answer,  and  when  it  had  been  given;  in  short,  whether 
any  improper  delay  had  taken  place  on  the  part  of  this 
government }    3d,  Thai  the  matter  &)iould  be  referred  to 
a  arcrel  commit  tee,  who  might  report,  as  in  1797.    "fbe 
Vol*.  IL— IBl.O.  K 
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noble  lord  might  take  either  of  these  courses  he  choeie  { 
and  this  proposition  he  thought  would  put  the  sincerity 
of  ministers  to  the  test.  With  any  thing  short  of  this 
neither  their  lordships  nor  the  country  could  reasonably 
be  satisfied.  It  was  their  lordships*  duty  to  themselves; 
it  was  their  duty  to  the  character  of  their  country  ;  it  was 
their  duty  to  the  enemy ;  it  was  their  dutj  (o  the  prisoners 
on  both  sides;  it  was  their  doty  to  the  relations  of  these 
prisoners,  many  of  whom  might  be  at  this  moment  in 
the  utmost  want  of  the,  assistance  of  their  imprisoned 
friends,  to  insist  that  ministers  should  accede  U\  (he  very 
reasonable  proposition  which  he  had  just  submitted  to 
them. 

Lord  JMul^ave  said,  thfit  he  was  not  disposed  to  assent 
to  the  proposition.  {Hear^  hear  I)  They  would  be  ready 
to  answer  for  Iheir  conduct  when  the  whole  matter  caine  re* 
gularly  before  the  house  ;  but  he  could  not  agree  to  give 
itp  the  duties  of  the  executive  government  to  a  secret  com* 
mittee*  But  he  had  no  objection  to  state,  timt  the  propo* 
sition  of  the  enemy  had  not  been  evaded,  and  thai  tho 
matter  was  still  pending.' 

Lard  Holland  said,  that  be  would  have  agreed  to  the 

Srpposition  of  his  noble  friend  if  it  had  been  accepted, 
lut  the  noble  lord  opposite,  it  ought  to  be  observed,  bad 
made  no  answer  to  tlie  charge  of  delay.  And  as  to  the 
other  proposition  requiring  onl  v  the  dates  of  communtca- 
iion,  nis  high  spirit  disdained  to  stoop  to  what  Mr.  Pitt 
had  done  in  1797.  (JVeor,  hear!)  JLord  Holland  then 
decbred,  that  when  be  brought  forward  this  motion,  he 
veally  had  hardly  a  doubt  that  the  ministers  would  have 
been  able  to  five  a  plain  and  candid  answer,  and  he 
Ihdught  that  they  would  have  considered  themselves  as 
under  some  obligation  to  him  for  having  brought  the  sub- 
ject  under  discussion.  But  the  manner  in  which  it  had 
been  met  raised  a  vehement  presumption,  that  they,  them- 
selves were  conscious  that  there  existed  matter  of  most 
serious  charge  against  them.  They  might,  perhaps,  lull 
themselves  in  security  from  their  hopes  of  a  favourable  vote 
ftora  the  house,  but  the  country  would  not  be  satbfied. 
But  be  would  propose  another  test  of  their  sincerity.  The 
dates  of  the  communications  could  give  no  improper  in« 
Ibrmaition  even  upon  their  own  statements.  If  they  would 
agree  to  eive  the  dates,  he  would  restrict  hb  motion  to 
Ihcm }  if  iiot|  iter  would  pnl  the  original  motioii.    Ho 
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read  h»  molton  for  the  dal€s  of  oommiuiiGatioiM  am  Uiii 
sobjpct  from  the  fint  of  September  last. 
The  original  question  being  about  to  be  pot^ 
Lord  Grenville  moved,  that  the  part  of  the  proceed* 
ings  of  1797,  containing  the  matters  referred  to  the  secret 
committee ;  their  report  upon  them ;  the  request  to  hia 
Majesty  to  commutiicate  the  report  to  other  goveromenta 
in  amttjr  with  this  country ;  and  hit  Majesty's  answer^ 
that  he  would  communicate  accordingly,  should  be  entered 
on  the  Journals  immediately  before  the  present  question* 
{Hear J  hear  I) 

Lord  Lirerpool  did  not  object  to  the  elltry,  but  main«i 
tained  that  Mr.  Pitt  would  have  made  no  rderenoe  to  a 
secret  committee  in  1797,  if  a  negotiation  had  been  pend« 
ing  at  the  time. 

'Earl  Spencer  replied,  that  the  noble  lord  had  an  oppor« 
tunity  of  satisfying  himself  on  the  point ;  but  that  to  the 
best  of  his  (Lord  Spencer's)  recollection,  a  negotiation  for 
an  exchange  o(  prisoners  Iras  actually  pending  at  th(} 
time.    iHeoTj  hear  /). 

The  original  motion  was  then  put- 
Contents  S7-^Non«contents  39 — Majority  against  the 
motion  12. 

Daring  the  exclusion  of  strangers,  we  understood  that 
the  second  motion,  being  for  the  dates  of  communications^ 
had  been  put.    When  strangers  were  admitted, 

EarlSpencer  was  arguing,  that  there  could  be  no  ob- 
jection  to  the  production  of  the  dates-*which  would  shew 
whether  or  not  there  had  been  any  delay,  without  dis* 
closing  any  particulars  of  the  negotiation. 
.  The  TEaxX  of  Essex  contended,  that  when  the  ministers 
refused  io  listen  to  so  reasonable  a  proposition,  there  was 
strong  reason  to  presume  that  something  was  wrong ;  and 
it  was  the  duty  of  their  lordships  to  take  care  of  Ine  cha* 
lacter  of  the  country. 

Lord  Mulgrave  affirmed,  that  this  motion,  though  ap'# 
parently  simple,  was  a  most  artful  one,  calculated  to  taie 
the  management  of  the  business  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
executive  government.  As  to  the  question  of  delay,  it 
was  impossibTe  at  present  to  give  a  direct  answer  to  it; 
{hear J -hear !)  for  though  the  dates  might  shew  what,  at 
first  sight,  might  be  considered  as  delay,  the  matter  might 
be  explained  by  the  documeuts  tbemaeuves.    These  could 
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aot  be  produced  (ill  the  termmatton  of  the  negotiation-^ 
and  the  dates  could  not  form  a  proper.gcound  tor  any  pro* 
ccedin^. 

•    Earl  Grey  said,  that  if  the  question  was  ar tftil,  the  no*  . 
ble  lord'issiieech  in  one  {atri  was  plain  and  inspenpous ;  fir 
to  (be  question  of  delayi  be  flady  refused  to  give  any  an- 
swer at  all.    He  contended|  that  the  dales  uiigbt  affoird 
some  ground  of  proceeding. 

Lonl  Liverpool, as  faros  his  recollection  went,  thought 
this  mode  of  calling  for  dates,  before  the  documents  thenu 
selves  were  produced,  was  unprecedented*    The  datcs^ 
.  besides,  could  afford  no  ground  of  proceedings 

Lord  Holland  contend^  that  they  might,  and  put  the 
extreme  case,  that  it  might  aptpear  that  a  proposition  had 
been  made  on  theSd  of  September  last,  and  not  answered 
till  now*  No  one  could  doubt  that  this  would  form  a  good 
ground  for  ftirther  proceedings. 

Xx>rd  King  asked  the  ministers,  who  had  refused  togran( 
the  communication  of  the  terms  and  circumstances  of  the 
.  negotiation,  upon  the  ground  of  its  being  still  pending|  . 
and  who  bad  resisted  the  communication  of  the  dates, 
upon  the  ground  of  such  information  being  in:»uflicicnt  to 
furnish  materials  of  any  proceeding.  Whether  they  woultl 
promise  to  communic{ite  the  facts  pr  dates  now  withheld  - 
ivhen  the  negotiation  stated  to  be  ppndipg  w.as  closed  f— r 
To  Lord  King's  question  |io  answer  was  given. 

Lord  Derby  supported  the  motion,  and  observed,  that 
the  opinion  of  the  counti^  would  be  i|i  its  favour  wli&tevef ' 
night  be  the  decision  that  nighl,.   He  then  madp  an  allu* 
sion  (o  the  strangers  at  the  bar,  in  consequence  ^£  which, 

Lord  Morton  moved  the  enforcement  of  the  standing 
order  for  the  excli)sio)i  of  stranger^. — Strangers  were  ac« 
cordingly  excluded,  and  not  ^dmitfad  s^gaii)  durii^g  the 
lemainder  of  the  discussion. 

A  division,  however,  took  place,  we  ondersttml,  upon 
^  the  second  motion,*  and  tl|e  numbers  were — 

jContents  29— Npn^contents  3&-^Majority  againsf  the 
motion  9. 

Earl  Grey,  we  ut^dec^toqd,  then  mqved, 

^^  That  a  secret  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  info 
the  causes  mbich  have  prer^ted  the  e^tablislfmcnt  of  a 
cartel,  for  a  general  ex^^^iige  of  prisoners  between  tbl^ 
country  and  France."  * 
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A  division  took  place-^ 

Contents  .   •        «     S9        Non*coatents  «        40 

Pioxies        •        «     ^        Proxies      *  •«        56 


Total        *        64  Ml 

Majority  against  the  motion  S2.-— -^AdjouroedL 


HOUSS   OF  COMMONS.      , 

TUURSDAT,  MABCH  SS. 

Mr.  Haaev^foi^^  ^^  bank  of  Eoghnd,  presented  certain 
accounts  of  the  issoe  of  specie  by  the  onler  of  goycrn- 
ment  from  the  bank  of  England,  and  ihe  respective  dales 
of  said  issnes,  from  the  year  1804,  down  to  U>e  latest  pe- 
riod.   Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

tHANKS  TO  sin  ROBEnT  WILSON. 

Mr.  Hutchimon  began  by  observing,  that  after  the  an- 
gry and  hostile  discussions  which  had  occupied  a  great 
portion  of  the  present  session,  it  was  with  much  satisfac- 
(ion  that  he  rose  to  address  them  on  a  subject^  upon  tho. 
main  point  of  which  there  was  not  Jikely  to  occur  any  dif- 
ference of  opinion  ;  for  he  felt  confident  that  there  would 
fsxist  but  one,  within  and  without  their  walls,  as  to  the 
merit  of  the  gallant  officer,  and  the  small  corps,  whose 
services  it  had  fallen  to  his  lot  to  submit  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  house.    There  were  two  questions  of  which  ho 
begged  gentlemen,  on  the  present  occasion,  if  possible,  io 
divest  tnelr  minds: — the  one,  the  perilous  situation  of 
Spain  and  Portugal  at  this  moment;  the  other,  the  wis-' 
dom  or  impolicy  of  havin;^  at  all  (or  in  the  manner ^iu 
which  we  nave)  interferetl  in  the  war  in  these  countries. 
We  ar(S  not  to  undervalue  the  importance  of  military  ser-  ' 
vices  achieved  in  the  Peninsula,  from  thbir  having  failed 
in  rescuiifg  it  from  the  grasp  of  the  enemy — that  is^  front 
their  not  baying  succeedea  in  accomplishing  that  which 
no  rational,  certainly  no  military,  mind  could  have  ex- 
pected from  such  means.    Neither  are  we  to  consider  our^ 
selves  as  pledged  to  approve  the«principle  of  the  wkr,  be- 
(:ayse  we  center  the  distinguished  honour  of  the  approba- 
tion of  this  house  upon  thp  troops  employed  in  that  service. 
There  was  nothing Turtbcr  from  his  intention  than  to  de- 

()rcciate,  by  invidious  comparison,  the  merit  of  any  oOicer, 
lowcver  humble  or  elcYated  his  rank.    He  bad  long  been 
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grfcitlj  anxious  to  fintl  this  country  disposed  at  hst  to 
mnkc*  what  might  be  constdei^ed  a  fair  military  exertion-— 
such  ns,  i)e  \iras  sorry  to  say ,  be  couhl  not  agree  had  been 
lUfrrnpted^  even  since  the  commena^mcnt  pf  the  war  in 
1793.     With  (his  feeling,  he  bad  been  desirous  to  see  at 
the  head  of  the  country  a  government  l)oth  willing  and 
capable  of  calling  forth   and   directing  such   energies. 
With  whatever  jealousy  he  should  feel  it  to  be  bis  duty 
towards  any  government  narrowly  to  examine  into  the  po* 
Key  of  alt  such  cxpeditionsy  their  objects,  and  the  means 
employed  to  eiFfct  them,  and  certainly  never  more  (Iis« 
po!>ed  to  scrutinize  than  at  the  present  moment ;  still  en- 
tertaining a  small  esteem  and  regard  for  the  profession  of 
arms ;  estimating  highly  the  seal  and  value  of  our  troops 
in  both  services  ;  recollecting  that  they  seldom  or  ever  fail 
to  occonipljsh  their  part  in  the  roost  brilliant  manner; 
being  also  ready  to  make  due  allowance  for  the  embarrass- 
ments  under  which  government  plan  and  direct  such  ope^ 
rations — with  this  disposition,  he  had  come  to  the  consi* 
ckration  of  such  questions,  but  with  the  mo^t  anxious  wish 
10  applaud  and  rewanl.     As  to  the  present  one,  he  hoped . 
it  will  l>e  decided  solely  by  its  own  merits. 

Sir  Robert  Wits^on  having  arrived  at  Oporto  !n  Septem- 
ber, 1808,  was  enabled,  by  the  December  folio \ving,  to 
raise,  arm,  and  discipline  a  corps,  called  the  Royal  Lusi- 
tanian  Legioii,  with  which  lie  took  the  fiojd  within  the 
short  space  of  three  months,  having  previously  obtained, 
for  bis  zeal,  alacrity,  and  talent  in  organizing  this  corps, 
and  for  his  earnestness  in  the  public  cause,  the  confidence 
aud  approbation  of  the  government  of  Oporto.  In  De- 
cember, being  appriased  of  the  defeats  which  the  different 
Spanish  armies  had  sustained,  and  of  the  alarm  which  yery 
generally  pervaded  Spain  and  Portugal*,  he  decided  upon 
ndvancing  towards  the  frontier,  anc*^  having  crossed  tho 
Daneo,  iook  up  a  position  in  the  province  of  Salamanca, 
where  the  enemy  shortly  arrived  with  a  corps,  which  a% 
last  amounted  to  about  12,000  men,  and  which,  at  all 
times,,  was  more  than  dmible  the  force  of  Sir  Robert  Wil- 
son, whose  corps  never  exceeded  3000.  Without, enter* 
ing  into  a  detail  of  operations  in  this  quarter,  one  cannot 
avoid  admiring  the  boldness  and  judgment  with  which  this 
forward  movement  was  conceived  and  executed*  The 
ever  to  be  lamented  Sir  John  Moore  had  but  recently  seal-* 
ed  by  his  death  bb  victory  at  Cori^^ina  i  ]iis  bxaye  troops^ 
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bad  arready  reached  (he  Fhores  of  Brtlairi.    The  few  scafi- 
tered  En^lis»h  regiments  which  remained  in  Portugal,  had 
bastilj  been  concen'rated  at  Lisbon,  expecting  hourly  to 
be  obliged  to  abandon  the  country,  at  the  dtslance  of  nearly 
20i>  miles  from  Sir  Robert  Wilson,  whose  fate  they  awaited 
with  the  utmo&t  anxiety,  and  whose  daring  conduct  they 
could  not  but  view  with  ad,mtra(ion.     It  was  at  a  moment 
thus  critical  And  appalling,  that  be  came  fo  the  decisio.n' 
of  affording  a  signal  example  of  undaunted  firmness  U9 
the  Portuguese  and  Spanish  nations,  and  at  the  most  iro« 
minent  risk  interposed  hb    small  corps  to  the  Airtber 
progress  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter ;  when,  by  a  most 
judicious  disposition  of  bis  troops,  he  was  enabied  effec- 
tually  to  deceive  the  enemy  as  to  his  gteui  inferiority  of 
numbers,  and  by  frequent  well-timed,  continued  ,  sallies^ 
as  by  tlie  most  gallant  defence  of  posts,  he  kept  him  much 
on  the  alert-r*foited  his  prcgects — withheld,  a  part,  of  « 
province  abundant  in  resources,  and  kept  open  the  com* 
munication  between  the  northern  and  southern  provinces 
of  Spain.    At  the  latter  end  of  April,  General  JLiaplisse, 
vbo  comroaoded  the  French  corps  in  Salamanca,  having 
fiiQved  upon  the  Agnida,  in  craer  to  combine  a  move* 
nient  with    Marshal  Soult,   at  that  time  advancing  in 
nnotber  direction  upon  Oporto,  was  driven  by  Sir  Itobert 
AiVilson  from  the  bridge  St.  Tipics,  on  that  river,  which 
be  bad  occupied,'  as  opening  his  march  into  Portugal.    It 
happened,  however,  thai  this  general,  shortly  after,  aban« 
doned  his  original  plan  vol  moving  on  Oporto,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  southward  to  join  Marshal  V  ictor.    During 
bis  progress,  be  was  pursued  and  harassed  by  the  legion 
with  some  loss ;  but  the  junction  with  Victor  was  effected* 
Sir  Robert  Wilson  now  received  orders  to  ioiilljord  Wel- 
lington, which  he  did,  having  first  placed  liis  corps  in  a 
very  strong  position  at  Alcantara.    And  it  is  but  justice 
to  the  corps  to  mention,  in  passing,  that,  commafided 
'  by  Colonel  Maine,  in  tbe  absence  of  Sir  Robert  Wilson, 
it  gallantly  and  sudoessfully  defended  itself  when  attacked 
at  Alcantara,  l}y  a  vtry  superior  force  under  Marshal 
Victor — for  this  spirited  condtust,  Colonel  Maine  and  the 
corps  received  the  thanks  of  Marshal  Befesford.    (Hero 
the  honourable  s^ntlemen  read  the  thanks  from  tlie  Ga- 
zette.>   Having  joined  Lord  Wellington,  Sir  Robert  Wil- 
son was  entrusted  with  the  command  of  the  van  of  Mar« 
shal  Beiesfbrd*!  army >  and  although  thai  part  of  the  allied 
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anny  had  not  nn  oppoTtimify  of  coming  up  with  the 
enemy,  he  reccivix]  the  thanks  of  the  matiBbal  for  the  man* 
jier  in  which  he  had  conducted  the  advance.     Upott  the 
-expulsion  of  SonU,  Sir  Robert  Wilson  again  reassamed 
the  command  of  his  legion,  and,  with  the  rank  and  emo» 
hinient  of  bri^dior-geheral,  composed   the  advance  of 
JLonl  Wellinc^ton's  army  on  his  march  to  Talavent.   Here 
he  shonld  merely  state,  that  at  one  moment  of  that  ad* 
Twnce,  Sir  Robert  Wilson  was  within  three  leagues  of 
Madrid,  having  had  frequent  skirmishes  with  the  enemy, 
trho,  by  their  own  dispatches,  appear  to  have  been  condi* 
derably  alarmed  by  the  movements  of  this  corps,  ■  (Here 
the  honourable  gentleman  rend  several  passages  from  the 
Moniteur,  to  the  above  effect.)    From  tliis  point  he  wa» 
lecalled,  in  consequence  of  (heexpected  battle  of  Talavera, 
and  by  forced  marches  he  was  enabled,  early  in  4he  ac- 
tion, to  take  itp  a  position  in^  the  rear  of  the  enemr--a  po* 
ffitionof  considerable  risk  to  himself,  as  the  whole  of  the 
French  force  intervened  between  his  small  corps  and  the 
allied  army ;  btit  one  from  which  he  could  hare  consU 
derably  have  annoyeil  them,  had  they  retreated  in  that 
dinectton*    Afferwank,  by  a  movement  along  the  enemy'» 
risrht  flank  during  (he  night,  he  sticcecded  in  joining  lord 
Wellingfoii  early  in  the  mornhig  of  the'  following  day* 
Centlemen  are  aware  that,  by  his  lordship's  dispatch, 
it  appears  that  the  enemy  did  not  retire  from  the  position 
which  he  had  occupied  after  thi^  battle  of  Taiuvera,  till 
tirwards  the  end  of  the  necond  day  after  the  action,  and 
his  relrogmde  movement  then  may  be  attributed  to  a  ma- 
'  Bcwivre  (irilerrd  by  Lord  Wellinsrton,  and  undei^aken  by 
^ir  Rol)ert  Wilson  at*the  head  of  his  corps,  by  which,  iit 
a  masterly  iAauner^  he  tlin»Hfcnefl  the  enemy's  flank,  as 
app<*Hns  from  (heFrcMicIt  nccounts-^( which  the  honourable 
gentleman  here  cited  from  the  Monifenr)*     The  import- 
ance to  theallinl.  army  of  this  retrogratic  movement,  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  needs  no  comment.     Immediately 
after,  LonI  Welling  on  having  retired  from  Tniaveni,  in 
the  hope  of  desfroyiiig  Soiih's  corps,  itr^vhicb  expectation 
he  was  disappointed  l)y  ihe  advanot;  of  the  French   army 
finder  Joseph  Honaparte,  Sir  Hubert  Wilson  being  atrnin 
srparatal  from  tite  Hllieil  army,  and  compelled  to  make  a 
circuitous  retreat  through  a  cfilBcult  country,  fell  in  with 
(in  the  pusses  of  lliuiis)  ovui  of  the  French  divisions, 
"where,  thougli  uliiniately  dcieatetl|  Ue  very  gallantly  d\^ 
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piited  the  passa^  of  the  enemy  foi  several  hours.  The 
best  commendatioil  ai  the  conduct  of  his  corps^  and  of  hit 
own  personal  exertions  in  that  action,  will  be  found  in  the 
enemy's  report  of  that  affair,  (Here  the  honourable  gen* 
tleman  read  the  account  of  the  battle  of  Banos,  as  given  by 
the  en^any,  the  Duke  of  Elchin^n.)  This  action,  it  is 
oaaterial  to  observe,  Sir  Robert  Wilson  miffht  baveavoided, 
for  he  had  already  passed  the  load  by  which  the  French 
bad  to  advance,  and  being  apprized  of  his  approach*  in 
this  quarter,  he  retraced  his  steps,  and  interposed  him« 
aelf  to  the  march  of  this  corps,  in  this  conduct  the  house 
will  discover  the  same  mind  which  actuated  Sir  Robert 
"Wilson  during  the  whole  of  his  operations  in  the  provinee 
of  Salamanca*  We  knew  he  haa  not  the  means  of  giving 
effectual  resistance  to  the  enemy,  but  be  felt  also  that  he 
could  embarrass  and  retard'  him.  That  some  estimation 
may  be  formed  of  the  importance  of  the  general  services 
of  this  officer,  he  begged  leave  to  state,  that  the  govern* 
inent  of  Oporto  made  him  a  very  liberal  offer  of  a  pension 
of  KKKM.  a  year,  whigh,  with  great  propriety,  he.declinedf 
and  of  this  circumstance  the  late  secretar v  of  state  is  fully 
apprized.  By  his  advance  upon  Almeiua  and  Rodrigo, 
be  rescued  stores  and  property  to  a  considerable  amount ; 
and  by  his  advanced  position,-  contributed  to  prevent  the 
speedy  evacuation  of  Portugal.  He  (Mr.  H.)  liad  thus^ 
with  as  much. brevity  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  would 
admit,  put  the  house  in  possession  of  the  services  of  this 
gallant  officer  and  his  corps.  They  have  alreadv  received 
the  unqualified  approbation  both  of  the  Spanish  and  Por« 
tugueze  governments,  as  also  of  our  ministers,  both  in  the 
Peninsula  and  at  home ;  and  he  begsed  leave  to  add,  as  a 
most  flattering  and  decisive  proof  o?  their  merits,  that  it 
bas  fallen  to  their  lot  to  make  prisoners  of  French  officers, 
upon  whom  had  been  conferred  brevets  of  the  legion  of 
honour,  for  their  conduct  against  Si(  Robert  Wilson  and 
his  corps. 

I  hope,  said  Mr.  Hutchinson,  I  shall  not  be  told,  that 
there  is  no  precedent  for  what  I  as]||L.  I  answer  that  the 
times  require  we  should  make  one;  Why  have  you, 
thanked  for  the  victories  of  Vimiera,  Corunna,  and  Tala- 
Teia  ?  Not  because  they  beat  down  the  power  of  France, 
or  rescued  your  allies  from  her  grasp.  Neither  did  you 
send  forth  these  small  corps,  comparativelv,  to  the  force 
with  which  they  had  ultimately  to  contend,  most  inade? 

Vol.  II.— 1810.  L 
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qMte,  .with  tbe  hope  of  expectatioTi  tW  thejr  eould  hare 
irestored  the  balance  oTpower,  or  driven  France  %iftiii 
her  proper  limits.  It  was  for  the  emmple  that  von  sent 
fiirth  y^fxt  chosen  fttr.  Sir  Robert  Wilson  felt  tbu»,  and 
admirably  well  scted  op  to  vour  oif«  principles.  I  have 
not  called  the  attention  of  the  hdHse  to  the  services  of  an 
officer  yonnff  in  campaigniiifty  or  ineicpertenced  in  tbe  toils 
and  pertk  of  war ;  for  thoi^h  yet  Touag,  Sir  Robert  Wfl« 
son  has  passed  seventeen  years  in  alniost  constant,  certahly 
yery  active  and  distinguished  service,  which  be  has-  ever 
ardently  soufcht,  even  in  the  mo^t  distant  and  unfriendly 
climes.  I  entertain  no  "prejudice ;  I  join  in  none  of  the 
▼nl^  calumnies  against  the  gteat  rufer  of  theFiench  na- 
tion, who  I  consider  as  the  greatest  statesman,  and  the 
ablest  general  of  ancient  or  modem  limes ;  and  I  highly 
esteem  the  nation  at  whose  head  he  has  had  the  good  tot* 
tone  to  be  placed.  I  make  tUs  declaration,  in  the  hope 
that  the  opinion  which  I  am  about  to  give,  may  not  be 
ascribed  to  that  besotted  illiberaltty,  nnfortunately  too 

frevalent.  I  bave  little  doubt,  then,  that  should  it  please 
rovidenoe  to  continue  Buonaparte  a  few  ^ears  longer,  in 
the  possession  of  that  power  which  he  has  hitherto  wielded, 
but  to  the  destruction  of  his  enemies,  and  which  power  is 
every  hour  increasing  in  a  most  alarming  degree,  we  shall 
have  to  contend  with  him  for  our  very  existence  as  a  na« 
iioui  I  am  therefore  convinced  that  it  is  our  first  duty, 
and  consistent  with  o^ur  best  interests,  to  cherish  :^nd  en* 
Courage,  nay,  studiously  to  seek  out  talent  and  military 
enthusiasm,  wherever  they  shall  manifest  themselves. 
With  this  impression  deeply  engraven  on  my  mind,  I  foel 
It  to  be  my  duty,  not  more  towards  the  gallant  officer  than 
to  the  empire,  to  make  the  statement  with  which  I  at  pre* 
pent  trouble  the  house,  and  which,  when  gentlemen  recol* 
lect  the  times  in  which  tney  live,  will,  I  trust,  not  be  con* 
gidered  inopportune.  Mr.  Hutchinson  then  concluded 
with  moving  the  thanks  of  the  house  to  Sir  Robert  Wilson, 
for  the  skill  and  valour  displayed  by  him  in  the  battle  of 
Banos,  and  for  the  general  tenor  of  his  gallant  services  in 
Spida,  &c.  &c.       ' 

.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  expressed  a  most  anx* 
ioiis  wish  that  the  honourable  gontlcinan  would  see  the  pro- 

Eriety  of  withdmwing  his  present  motion  ;  that  gentleman 
ad  himself  confessed  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  that  the 
measure  wa^  altc^ctber  unprecedented.    He  was  afraid 


that  that  obkcGoo  ^m  in  itself  ioaQraioQfilaUe.  Tha  nie* 
rib  of  Sir  Robert  Wilson's  servicer  ooidd  not  few  a  mcnnBiit 
be  di8|Mited ;  as  fiir  as  they  went  they  were  deserving  of 
eveiy  eneomiuiil,  as  eTincingi  in  qo  ordinary  dq^ee^ 
9ealt  skilly  enterpTtie«  conduct^  rigoiir,  promptnew,  ta* 
lour,  petaeyaanoe,  and,  in  sborl,  e?eiy  outitary  axed* 
Ve^nGe  \  and  would  th^  honourable  gentleman  put  the  bousa 
under  the  unpleasant  a^d  dis(res9ii|g  necessity  6(  putting  H 
VCigative  upon  a  vote  of  thanks- to  so  meritorioiisaQ  officer  ^ 
Qreat  as  the  services  were  in  themsdves^  he  was  appiaheii* 
sive  that  their  scale  was  such  as  to  debar  them  from  the 
l)Ooour  proposed  •  Of  all  the  successes  in  Spain ,  TalaTem 
was  the  only  one  which  was  thought  worthy  of  the  distinc* 
tion  of  the  thanks  of  that  house,  and  even  with  respect  to 
that  splendid  service,  there  had  been  a  difference  of  0pi« 
nioD  with  respect  to  the  justice  of  its  claims.  He  trusted 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  *would  be  prevailed  on  tor 
withdraw  his  motion,  otherwise  he  (Mr.  Perceval)  would 
hfi  reluctantly  compelled  to  give  his  vote  in  the  nega* 
tive, 

Mr.  Camung  followed  on  the  same  side,  and  said,  thai 
the  eeimal  practice  of  the  house  precluded  the  possibility 
of  admitting  the  present  motion.  It  could  be  proved  firom 
many  instiinces^  that  the  splendour  of  the  service  was  not 
lenough,  unless  it  came  within  a  certain  description  of  ser- 
vice* The.eminenC  services  of  the  cavalrv  preceding  the 
battle  of  Corunna,  were  not  thought  wortny  of  that  dis* 
tinction,  because  they  could  liot  be  recognized  aft  having 
been  engaged  in  the  battle  itself.  The  passing  of  the 
Douro  was  nnother  very  brilliant  achievement,  which, 
hpwever,  did  not  come  within  the  precise  description  of 
service  that  called  for  the  thanks  of  parliament,  and  a  gaU 
lant  oiBCer  still  bore  the  painfi^l  but  honourable  marb  of 
bis  personal  bravery  in  that  action.  He  need  scarcely 
add  that  be  meant  General  Pa^t.  There  had  been  aii 
out-of-doors  qotion,  .^s  if  there  nad  been  in  any  quarter  a 
wish  io  undervnlnc  the  services  of  Sir  Robert  Wilson--- 
this  was  altogelher  a  roistiiken  notion  i  the  words  of  Lord 
\VeUin<^ton,  in  hi^  dtspatclies,  where  he  c^IIs  that  officer 
*'  nil  able  pattizan,''  had  been  complained  of — but  the 
word  partizun  had  not  beeii  made  use  of  as  a  term  of  le- 
proof— it  was  merely  in  a  co*operative  sense.  He  trusted 
fhe  motion  would  be  withdrawn. 

General  Tarleian  agreed  that  the  services  of  Sir  Robert 


Wiboi  VFere  highly  meritoriousi  and  had  been  extremely  * 
usefiil  i6  tlie  country.  They  had  been  m6re  instrumental, 
he  vas  satisfied,  in  producing  the  retreat  of  the  enemy 
than  any  other  services  which  had  been  rendered.  '  There 
were  reasons,  however,  that  made  it  difficult  to  pass  a  yoiB' 
•f  thanks  of  that  hovse  for  services  of  the  description  now 
alluded  to,  and  withdrawing  the  motion,  he  thought, 
would  be  the  handsomest  mmle  of  proceeding,  after  the 
decWation  which  had  come  from  all  sides,  as  to  the  merits 
of  the  gallant  officer.  The  term  partizan,  he  contended, 
was  not  one  of  disrespect.  It  implied  a  general  in  minia- 
ture, who,  from  being  at  the  head  of  all  nis  own  services, 
was  most  likely  to  acquire  a  general  knowledge.  He  agreed 
with  Sir  W.  Erskine  that  this  was  the  best  field  in  which 
to  train  a  general.  He  was  satisfied  that  Sir  R.  Wilsod 
would  not  be  long  in  rendering  additional  services  to  the 
country,  and  that  he  would  te  one  of  the  first  to  receive 
Ihe  thanks  of  the  house. 

Lord  Coitlereagh  was  of  opinion,  the  services  of  Sir 
Robert  Wilson  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  had  proved  cono« 
borations  of  his  milit|iry  character.  He  could  not  sec, 
however,  on  what  ground  the  house  was  to  get  the  better 
of  its  general  and  established  rule  in  such  cases,  or  how  it 
could  depart  from  its  usual  course.  The  services  allnded 
to  were  not  of  that  description  for  which  the  house  had 
been  accustomed  to  vote  its  thanks.  There  was,  however, 
another  reason  why,  he  conceived,  the  house  could  not 
agree  to  the  motion ;  he  was  not  an  officer  in  our  service, 
)but  in  that  of  the  Portuguese  government  at  the  time,  and 
he  was  not  aware  that  a  British  parliament  bad  ever 
thought  itself  entitled  to  vote  thanks  to  a  subject  of  this 
country  who  was  employed  in  the  service  of  a  foreign 
state.  There  could,  he  confessed,  be  but  one  opinion  as 
to  the  services  of  Sir  K.  Wilson,  and  the  zeal  aisplayed 
by  him  on  the  occasion  referred  to.  He  had  also  the  addi- 
tional merit  of  forming  a  corps,  which  in  the  particular 
circumstances  of  Portugal,  might  greatly  contribute  to, 
the  service  of  the  country.  He  was  convinced,  liowever^ 
that  the  gallant  officer  would  be  the  last  person  to  feci 
gratified  by  the  house  depuKing,  where  he  was  concerned^ 
Hom  its  usual  practice.  He  trustetl  the  hoiionrable  mem* 
her  would  withdraw  his  motion,  satisfied,  as  he  must  be, 
that  on  the  merits  of  Sir  It.  Wikon  there  could  be  but 
euefediog  in  the  house.  


N 
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Sir  Jamts  JIM  said,  to  his  m\'\A  the  circnmstanccf 
touched  on  by  the  noble  lord,  as  n^  additional  reason  for 
Boi  concurring  in  the  present  motioM,  arising  from  Sir  R* 
Wilson's  not  beir\g  actually  in  the  service  of  this  country 
at  the  lime,  operffted  the  other  way.  It  might  lie  an  apo- 
logy for  a  depttnure  from  the  usuftl  f'»r  'is  of  the  house* 
Such  a  proceecfing  might  have  tli  flV'ct  of  rousing  the 
spirits  of  men  from  whom  much  mi;>ht  be  expected.  If 
the  ho/)ourable  mover  chose  to  persevere,  he  should,  at 
least,  not  stand   thgle. 

Cohnel  Hutthlnson  fe\i  gratified  at  the  declarations 
made  on  all  hands,  as  to  the  merits  of  bis  gallant  friend. 
>As,  therefore,  he  could  not  get  the  house  to  go  with  him 
all  the  length  he  wished,  he  was  content  to  take  what  he 
could  get,  and  should,  therefore,  agree  to  withdraw  bis 
motion.-^Withdrawn. 

.     TREASURER  OF  POST  OFFICE  IN  IRBLANO^ 

Sir  John  Newport  brought  forward  a  motion  founded 
op  the  9th  report  of  the  commissioners  for  inquiry  into 
offices  in  IrAand,  as  to  the  superannuation  of  the  late  Irea* 
smrer  of  the  post  office  in  Ireland  on  his  fiill  salary,  after 
having  held  the  office  for  eight  years,  during  no  part  of 
which  time  had  he  discharged  any  of  the  duties  of  it. 
This  the  report  stated  to  be  a  violation  of  the  rule  laid 
down  by  the  Irish  bouse  of  commons,  limiting  the  services 
of  persons  superannuated  with  their  full  salaries  to  those 
who  bad  served  twenty-five  years ;  and  the  honourable 
baronet  concluded  by  moving,  that  the  late  treasurer  of 
tlie  post  office  in  Ireland,  had  no  fair  claim  to  such  super- 
annuation ;  that  the  allowing  him  to  retire  on  his  full  sa- 
lary, was  a  departure  from  the  ssilutary  rules  laid  down  by 
parliament,  and  a  dereliction  of  the  principles  of  economy 
to  which  they  were  pledged. 

'  MriW.  Pole  argued  that  this  office  had*  been  a  sine- 
cure* and  was  abolished,  as  was  usual  in  such  cases,  with 
the  full  salary,  an  efficient  office  being  substituted  in  its 

stead*     This,  therefore,  was  not  in  the  nature  of  a  super- 

aimuatiofi.      He   concluded    by   moving    the   previous 

question.      '  '       ; 

'  The  motion  of  Sir  John  Newport  was  supported  by  Mr. 

Whitbread,  Sir  S.  Romilly,  Mr.  Grattan,  Mr:  P.  Mtiorc, 

Mr.  Giles,  Mr*  M.  Fitzgerald,  Mr*  Bar^am,  Sec.    And 
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ibe  pievious  qwttion  by  Mr.  Perceval^  Bf r.  R.  DimdaB^ 
tba  SoUciior-general,  &c* 
Oo  a  divisum^  the  motion  was  aegaUvedi  the  niunbeis 

.      *       For  the  preyioua  question         •        52 
For  the  original  nio.tion        -        •SI 

Msyoiify  against  the  motion        •SI 

IKPLUENCE  OP  THE  CROWN. 

I 

Mr,  H«  Martin  gave  notice  that  he  should  (h6  next  day 
.  move  for  a  return  similar  to  that  which  had  been  made  i^ 
the  year  17b0|  for  the  number  of  offices,  and  the  amount^ 
of  the  emoluments  of  each^  in  the  patronage  of  the  crown, 
thh  be  shoutd  move  for,  with  the  vieiy  of  ascertaining 
whether  the  influence  of  the  crowu  had  or  had  not  in- 
creased since  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dunning.  The  return 
^onld  not  cost  so  moch  labour  as  it  must  have  required 
in  the  year  1780.  There  it  was  to  go  back  to  the  year 
170S.  His  motion  should  only  be  for  the  offices  created. 
MDCf  the  year  1780.  If  it  should  be  deemed  inconveni** 
nioty  however,  (o  make  the  motion  the  next  day,  be  should 
Veserve  it  for  some  other  day. 

Mr*  Perceval  said,  he  should  have  no  objection  to  it^ 
Ant  his  part^^r* Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF    COMMONS. 

FIMDAT,  MARCH  28. 

• 

Mr*  H*  Martin  moved,  (hat  an  humble  address  be  pre* 
sented  to  his  majesty,  for  a  return  of  all  the  odices  created 
since  the  year  1780,  with  their  respective  salaries,  the  dates 
of  their  first  commission,  aud  the  names  of  the  present 
holders. 

After  somC' conversation  across  the  table,  between  Mr. 
Martin  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  motion 
was  carried* 

I.VNS  OF  count. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rose  to  address  the  house  upon  a  subject 
which  he  felt  to  be  of  essential  importance  to  thecommu* 
iiity.  He  had  deferred  it  until  he  had  been  enabled  to 
come  forward  with  rnaterials  so  strong  that 

Mr.  Windham  interrupted  the  honourable  gentleman. 
There  was  an  order  of  that  house,  which  could  not  be  en- 


i 


ibroed  at  anf  tiilie  mth  iBore  pioprMyilian  tbe  pMmt; 
The  moiioa  of  the  hodoarable  member  bad,  he  undenloody 
fin*  ite  objects  some  consideratioiia  connected  with  peisottt 
{nresent^  thongfa  not  in  the  lower  part  of  that  house.  He 
probably  intended  to  compliment  tb^m  ;  bnt  asit  was  mit 
the  custom  to  drink  the  chaurman^s  health  ntitil  he  had 
mthdrawn  {alau»h)^  he  would  recommend  that  a  similaf 
movement  shoolcl  take  place  amon^  (hose  gentlemen. 

Mr.  SAertdbii  was  surprized  at  the  total  opposition  of  the 
honourable  member's  (Mr.  Windham)  conduct,  to  eren 
his  own  ideas  of  order.  Nothing  could  be  move  disordefrly 
than  to  enter  into  an  argument,  heavj  and  dull  as- it  was^ 
to  prove  the  value  of  the  standing  o^der,  at  the  moment 
when  he  professed  that  no  argument  was  necessaiy. 

The  Speaker  ws»  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  qo  in* 
termption  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  commenced' 
the  (tebate,  unless  there  was  a  fair  proof  of  disordel^^'oii  a 
motion  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Wmdham*S\T  I  have  a  motion  to. make. 

Mr.  SheridM — Sir,  I  hatt!  also  a  motion  to  make,  ami 
the  honourable  gentleman's  motion  will  probfi^ly  come 
with  itibre 'advantage  after  mine  has  been  aispftsed  of.  (A 
tough.)  1  am  in  possession  of  thechair ;  Ibave  interftipted 
no  order  of  the  honse ;  it  is  the  interroptidn  that  is  disor* 
derly. 

Mr.  Speaker — I  apprehend  that  no  interruption  can 
be  allowed,  except  oii  occasion  of  a  breach  of  order,  or  to 
i^ove  one  of  the  standing  orders  of  the  house.  On  that  to 
which  the  allusion  has  l^en  made  there  can  be  no  debate ; 
it  is  of  too  much  importance  to  the  house  to  allow  of  its 
being  made  a  matter  of  discussion  on^either  side;  if  argu- 
ments were  brought*  for  it,  arguments  may  be  brought 
against  it. 

Mr.  Windham  then  jmoved  that  strangers  should  be 
excluded,  and  the  gallery  was  cleared. 

•  [\Vc  Imve  been  favoured,  by  a  few  member^  of  the  house 
of  commons,  with  the  following  sketch  of  the  debate  which 
took  place  on  Friday  last  on  Mr.  Sheridan's  motion,  for  re« 
ferring  to  the  standing  committee  of  judicature  the  petition 
of  Mr.  Farquharson,  complaming  of  an  injudicious  bye 
law  lately  passed  by  the  benchers  of  the  honoijrable  soci[ety 
of  Lincoln's  Inn.  J 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  of  all  the  people  in  that  house  he 
Uast  expected  the  enforcement  of  the  standing  older,  for 
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(be  exdonlon  of  the  pablic,  from  the  right  homnuable  gen* 
tleman  who  had  come  forward  on  this  occaBion.  He  ex- 
pected he  would  have  eagerlj  seized  this  opportonity  to 
jrecant  the  false  doctrines  which  he  had  formerly  so  on* 
guardedly  uttered,  and  become  a  convert  to  the  true  &ith 
of  the  freedom  of  the  press*  He  expected  this  candid  and 
conciliatory  proceeding,  particularly  as  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  had  been  so  very  zealous  in  the  oHtection 
of  ])is  speeches,  so  very  anxious  as  to  the  stress  of  his  em- 
phasis, and  the  modulation  of  bis  voice,  and  so  studiously 
inquisitive  as  to  the  nappiest  attitudes  for  giving  his  sen- 
timeata  a  pantomimic  effipct.  He  was  led,  indeed^  still 
more  strongly  .into  this  expectation,  which  had  bosn  so 
jatally  disappointed,  from  the  information  that  he  had 
inade  aoucable  advances  to  Mr.  Cobbetf,  and  entered  into 
a  iair  treaty  of  conciliation.  These  hints  he  merely  threw 
out  for  the  consideration  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 
Mn  Sheridan  then  professed  his  intention  of  not  troubling 
the  house,  at  an V  length,  which,  indeed,  could  hardly  be 
necessary,  after  the  observations  he  had  made  respecting 
the  subject  of  his  present  motion  on  a  former  night,  m 
cojuld  assure  his  right  honourable  friend,  Mr.  Windham^ 
that  he  should  not  indulge  himself,  as  that  gentleman  had 
feared,  in  any  declamatory  invectiyes  aeainst  the  honour- 
able benchers  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  or  any  glowing  panegjrrics 
on  the  gentleman  who  had  just  left  the  gallery*  The  case 
that  he  wished  io  bring  before  the  house  was  one  which 
seemed  to  him  well  to  deserve  the  interposition  of  parli%» 
ment ;  vet  he  should  have  bqen  better  pleased  to  have  ob- 
tained his  object,  as  he  expected  to  h^ve  done,  by  the 
voluntary  act  of  the  honourable  benchers,  of  whose  bye* 
law  he  complai'ied.  He  tlinderstood  that  the  law  was 
made  unadvisedly,  on  a  sudden  application  to  them  after 
dinner,,  when  but  a  few  benchers  were  present,  and  he  b«« 
lieved  that  even  those  who  made  it  were  welt  disposed  to 
repeal  it,  on-  further  consideration  of  the  subject.  He 
knew  that  out  of  term  they  could  not,  in  the  regular  course 
-of  their  proceedings,  meet  for  the  purpose,  but  the  matter 
in  his  opinion  was  weighty  arid  urgent  enough  to  call  for 
an  extraordinary  meetinir.  At  all  events,  he  could  not 
reconcile  himself  to  any  further  delay  in  ^ubmiUiii^  it  to 
the  considemlion  of  the  house.  The  bye-law,  which  had 
been  placarded  by  the  order  of  the  benchers  in  the  common 
ball  of  the  society,  where  the  court  of  chancery  sits,  pro- 
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scribed  a  wliole  clatt  of  men,  and  fixed'^e  stigma  upon 
thero,  by  dc'clarini^  them  to  be  anworthy  of  being  admit- 
ted iato  an  honourable  profession,  -it  was  declared,  that 
no  man  who  had  ever  written  in  a  newspaper  for  hire^ 
should  be  allowed  to  perform  his  preparatory  eiercises* 
in  order  to  his  admissioa  to  the  bnr.  If  such  a  rule  haa 
-formerly  prevailed,  it  would  have  excluded  from  the  bar 
many  men  who  had  been  ornaments  to  their  profession, 
and  distinguished  members  of  that  liouse.  He  had  a  long 
list  of  such  characters  iri'his  hand,  but  would  not  read  it, 
lest  it  should  seem  indelicate  or  invidious;  since  the 
benchers  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  it  seems,  thought  the  cause 
disreputable,  though  in'  his  own  eyes  it  was  the  reverse. 
He  might,  however,  without  any  dan^r  of  exciting  any 
contemptuous  feelings  in  the  mind  of  his  right-honourable 
friend,  (Mr.  Windham)  mention  a  roan  wtiom  he  rather 
more  than  idolized.  Dr.  Johnson,  as  one  who  had  written 
for  periodical  publications  for  hire,  and  bad  even  written 
^parliamentary  debates,  though  without  coming  into  the 
gallery  to  hear  them.  Here  Mr.  Sheridan  related  a  well- 
known  anecdote  of  Dr.  Johnson,  which  had  occurred  at 
the  literary  club.  Two  speeches  of  the  late  Lord  Chat* 
ham,  or,  to  avoid  the  turn  of  a  certain  waggery  that  had 
been  used,  he  would  say,  the  great  Lord  Chatham,  had 
been  compared  to  the  orationsof  Cicero  and  Demosthenes  ; 
but  the  questicm  was,  which  of  them  resembled  the  Gveek, 
and  which  the  Roman  orator ;  and  this  was  referred  to 
Dr.  Johnson.  The  answer  was,  I  do  not  know ;  but  this 
I  well  remember,  that  I  wrote  them  both.  He  might 
also,  without  offence,  mention  another  departed  charac- 
.  fer,  lately  high  in  the  esteem  of  the  house,  and  of  bis 
right  bonoumble  friend  in  particular,  the  late  Dr.  Law« 
reuce,  who  also  would  have  fallen  within  the  present  pro- 
scription, if  it  had  formerly  existed.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  authors  of  this  bye  law  confined  their  dislike 
to  daily  newspapers.  Did  it  extend  to  weekly  ones  also  ? 
If  so,  why  not  to  monthly  magazines  and  quarterly  re- 
views ?  If  it  reached  so  far  as  annual  registers,  their  prin-' 
ciple  would  stigmatize  even  Mr.  Burke,  who  had  written 
fdr  a  periodical  publication  of  that  kind,  and  been  remu- 
nerated for  his  trouble.  Of  al)out  twenty-three  geiitle^ 
men  who  were  now  employed  in  reporting  parliamentary 
debates  for  the  newspapers,  no  less  than  eighteen  wcire 
men  ivgnlarly  educated  at  the  Universitieii  of  Oxford  or 
Vox-  IL-1810.  M 


8S  THE  PABLlAUENTAEr  REGISTER.  [COM^ 

Cambridge,  £(1inbargh  or  Dublin,  most  of  them  grada* 
Utes  at  ibose  universiti(*s,^aDd  several  of  them  had  gained 
prizes  and  other  di»tincUons  there  by  their  literary  attain- 
ments. He  SL*rBin  repeated,  that  he  could  mention  a  long 
list  of  public  and  professional  characters  of  great  respect- 
ability, to  whom  this  illiberal  proscription  ivduld  strictly 
apply,  but  that  be  abstained  from  it  for  the  reasons  al- 
ready assigned.  After  several  other  forcible  remarks,  Mr. 
Sheridan  concluded  by  moving,  that  the  petition  of  Mr. 
Farquharson  should  he  referred  to  the  standing  committee 
of  courts  o£  judicature. 

f  We^'regrei  not  being  able  to  give  a  fuller  account  of 
Mr.  Sheridan's  speech  ;  whiqh,  we  arc  told,  made  a  most 
powerful  impression  on  the  house.] 

The  Attomej/'general  opposed  the  motion,  not  on  the 
merits  of  the  case,  from  the  consideration  of  which  be 
professedly  abstained,  but  because  there  was  a  legal  re* 
medy  by  application  to  the  twelve  judges;  to  prove 
which  be  fead  a  case  from  Douglases  Reports,  and,  there- 
fore, the  interposition  of  parliament  would,  in  his  judg- 
ment, be  premature  and  improper* 

Mr*  Windham  rose  to.  use  the  short  monosyllable 
*<  Nol "  to  every  assertion  made  about  him,  except  ^  to 
the  correction  of  his  speeches.  Above  all,  he  never  bad 
descended  to  any  advance,  or  the  slightest  conciliation 
.with  Mr.  Cobbettl  He  would  now  leave  the  subject  to 
those  who  came  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  it.-»(^e 
shortly  after  left  the  house.) 

Mr.  Stephen  said,  that  liis  connexion  with  the  society 
of  Lincoln's  Inn,  of  which  he  had  had  tlie  honour  of  being 
a  member  for  thirty-five  years,  might  alone  have  led  him  to 
take  a  part  in  the  debate ;  but  a  particular  consideration^ 
known  to  many  gentlemen  around  him,  and  of  which  he 
should  probably  put  the  house  in  possession  before  he  sat 
down,  called  on  him  more  strongly  to  express  his  senti- 
ments on  this  occasion,  lie  hoped  nothing  that  might 
fall  from  him  would  be  construed  into  any  disrespect  to- 
wards the  benchers  of  Lincoln's  Inn  ;.  he  felt  for  them  col- 
lectively, and  as  far  as  their  characters  were  known  to 
him,  individually  too,  the  most  unfeigned  respect.  Among 
them  he  could  reckon  some  of  his  earliest  and  most  inti- 
mate professional  friends  ;  and  he  believed  that  men  of 
more  liberality  of  sentiment  could  not  easily  be  found. 
But  he  must  nevertheless  freely  avow  his  ooncune&ce  in 
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the  views  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  made 
this  motion,  and  declare,  that  he  thought  the  rcgnlattion 
in  question  highly  illiberal  and  unjust.  He  doubted  not 
it  must  have  proceeded  from  some  hasty  feelings,  and 
would  on  due  consideration  be  revoked.  To  fix  a  stigqia 
upon  a  whole  class  of  men,  by  shutting  against  them  in-- 
discriminately  the  door  of  a  liberal  and  honourable  pro* 
fession,  open  to  all  the  rest  of  their  fellow  subjects,  was,  in 
his  judgment,  quite  unjustifiable,  unless  there  were  some- 
thing in  the  common  description  which  belonged  to  them, 
that  implied  of  necessity  a  univorsal  unfitness  for  that  pro- 
fession ;  or  unless  their  exclusion  by  any  other  and  fairer 
criterion  could  not  be  attained.  Now  it  could  not  be  al- 
lied, in  the  case  of  admission  to  the  bar  b^  the  law  soci- 
eties, that  there  was  no  power  of  ascertaining  the  qualifi- 
cations of  students  applying  to  be  called,  and  inquiring, 
if  it  were  thought  fit,  into  their  past  character  and  con- 
duct. Already  the  standing  regulations  required  that 
every  gentleman,  before  he  could  perform  his  exercises, 
or,  if  ne  remembered  right,  before  he  even  entered  into 
commons,  must  produce  a  certificate  from  a  practising 
barrister  of  the  society,  that  he  was  qualified  in  point  of 
character  for  the  profession  of  the  bar  :  and  ptior  to  his 
being  actually  called,  he  must  have  a  like  testimonial  from 
one  of  the  benchers  themselves.  I  f  these  precautions  were 
not  sufficient,  further  and  stricter  ones  might  be  framed,  so^ 
as  to  scrutinize  effectually  into  the  moral  arfd  intellectual 
character  of  every  individual  candidate  for  admission, 
without  branding  the  class  of  .fellow  subjects  to  which  he 
had  belonged.  There  was  not,  in  this  case,  therefore, 
such  an  apology,  as  necessity  or  strong  reasons  of  public 
convenience  might  affonl,  for  a  general  rule  of  exclusion.' 
Was  it  then  the  principle  of  this  regulation  that  persons 
who  had  at  any  time  written  for  a  periodical  press,  and 
not  Written  gratnitously,  were,  as  such,  universally  un- 
worthy of  admission  into  an  honourable  pro(ession?  a  re- 
proach in  which  Johnstone  and  Ilawkesworth,  Sleeic  and 
Addison,  would  have  l)een  included,  was  surely  more 
likely  to  reflect  disgrace  on  its  aluihors  than  its  objects. 
He  was  at  a  loss  for  the  distinct  views  on  which  such  a 
prejudice  acrainst  persons  writing  fi)r  newspapers  could  be 
founded.  yVas  it  supposed  that  persons  of  that  descrip-* 
tion  were  always  destitute  of  education  and  liberal  seiiti* 
dents,  or  were,  in  point  of  origin  and  connections  in  lifey 
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if  tbofie  veve  material  circumstances,  unfit  for  the  society 
of  gentlemen?  Without  admittin|(  that  writing  for  the 
periodical  press^  though  a  man's  original  occupation,  and 
nowever  long  persevered  in,  would  constitute  any  dispa- 
lagement,  cases  mighl  be  put,  inwhicii,  from  accidental 
circumstances,  a  gentleman,  originally  destined  to  the 
predion  of  the  law,  might  have  i)een  driven  to  engage 
iQ  such  an  employment  as  a  resource  for  his  immediate 
«  subsistence,  and  continued  in  it,  perhaps,  but^for  a  brief 

Seriod,  without  much  interruption  of  his  professional  stu- 
ies,  and  yet  by  this  harsh  rule,  his  return  to  his  profes* 
sional  path'  would  be  for  ever  cut  ofiV    I  will,  for  instance 
(said  Mr.  Stephen),  suppose  a  young  man  by  family  and 
education  a  gentleman,  and  from  his  earliest  years,  de* 
signed  for  the  1^1  profession,  to  be  a  member  of  Lin* 
coin's  Inn,  regularly  prosecuting  his  studies  as  a  lawyer, 
and  to  have  arrived  at  within  a  year  and  a  half  of  the  pro* 
per  standing  to  entitle  him  to  be  called  to  the  bar,  when, 
by  the  death  of  his  parents,  and  previous  family  raisfor- 
tunes,  he  finds  himself  totally  deprived  of  all  present 
laeans  of  support.    The  resource  which  he  might  have 
found  in  the  aid  of  near  relations,  is  pre*occupiai  by  fel- 
low orphans,  who  from  their  sex  and  tender  years,  are 
more  helpless  than  himself,  or  perhaps  he  finds  his  heart 
too  delicate  or  too  proud  for  dependency.     He  has  confi- 
dence enough  in  himself  to  think  that  when  the  time 
comes  that  he  can  put  on  the  gown,  he  shall  find  in  it  an 
ample  resource*     But  what  expedient  can  he  possibly  ex- 
*  plore  in  the  mean  time  for.  bis  subsistence  ?    in  this  erner* 
gency^  a  literary  friend,  a  man  of  character  and  honour, 
connected  with  one  of  the  periodical  prints,  proposes  to 
our  young  law  student  that  he  should  undertake,  as  a  tem- 
porary expedient,  to  conduct,  for  a  liberal  remuneration, 
one  of  the  departments  of  his  newspaper  in  which  there 
happens  to  be  a  vacancy.     He  proposes,   for  instance, 
.  that  of  reporting  the  debates  of  this  house ;  can  it  Be 
doubted,  Sir,  that  if  the  rule  now  in  question  had  not  ex- 
isted, such  an  ojfer  would  be  joyfully  acce|)teU  ?     Let  ua 
Suppose  it,  then,  to  be  so.    During  one 'session,  our  young 
atudent  reports  the  debates  of  this  house,  and  |)erforms 
what  he  fihds'an  arduous  duty,  with  satisfaction  to  his 
own  heart,  recording  honestly  and  impartially  the  delibe- 
rations of  parliament,  for  the  information  of  his  country. 
At  the  end  of  a  single  year^  he  finds  himself  enabled  by 
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the  death  of  a  relation,  and  its  conscquencesi  to  resign 
tbis  emplojrment)  and  resume  his  professional  pntli,  and. 
be  is  grateful  to  Heaven  for  an  intermediate  occupation, 
which  bad  not  only  rescued  him  from  dependence  and 
t^ant,  but  improved  bis  qualiticafions  for  future  success 
at  the  bar.  But  when  be  petitions  (he  bench  of  this  soci- 
ety to  be  called,  how  sad  would  be  his  disappointment, 
bow  cruel  wo«Id  be  his  humiliation  and  distress,  to  find 
tbai  this  inej(orable  rule  of  the  society  has  given  adeath- 
blow  to  his  new-born  hopes!  How  would  his  mind  be 
stung  when  told  that  the  exj^dient  whjch  be  had  regarded 
with  self  complacency  as  his  honest  refuge  from  depcn* 
dency  and  distress,  had  covered  him  with  indelible  dis- 

Sace,  and  for  ever  barred  ^against  him  the  door  of  aR 
^Qoorable  profession  ?    Sir,  (said  Mr.  Stephen)  I  can 
conceive  better  than  I  can  express  what  would  be  the  an- 

Suish,  and  what  the  indignant  feelings  of  such  a  man  as  I 
ave  described,  on  such  an'  occasion*  ,  But  I  may  be 
thought,  perhaps,  to  have  stated  an  imaginary  and  highly 
improbably  case.    No,  Sir,  it  is  not  so.     The  case  that  I 
bave described,  is  not  ima;^nary  ;  it  really  did  exist ;  atl 
bat  the  rejection,  which  did  not  take  plaee,  because  no 
such  rule  as  that  in  question  had  then  been  made.     In 
other  respects  the  case  is  real.  Thirly  vear^  ago,  it  was  the 
case  of  the  individual  who  has  now  the  honour  to  address 
you.    (Repealed cries  of  Hear!  hear!)    When  the  cheers 
of  the  bouse  had  subsided,  Mr.  Sl^ephen  proceeded  (osay, 
.  ^^  I  feel,  Sir,  not  at  all  abashed  at  this  avowal.     Jt  is  an 
incident  of  my  life,  which  I  am  much  more  disposed  to  be 
proud  of,  or  let  me  rather  say,  to  be  grateful  for,  to  a  kind 
disposing  Providence,  than  to  blush  for.    I  should  indeed 
blush  to  be  supposed   to  be  ashamed  of  it.     I  do  not  be- 
lieve, that  any  gentleman  in  this  house,  or  in  my  profes- 
sion,   will  thiijk  meanly   of  me  on    this  account ;    but 
should  (here  be'such  a  man,  I  hope  I  sshall  never  hear  of 
it,  for  I  s»houUl  be  tempted  to  hoUl  him  in  more  contempt, 
than  it  is  allowable  for  us  frail  bein<?s  to  feci  for  any  of  our 
fellow  mortals."     Mr.  Stephen  went  on  to  state,  that  his 
own  case  was  by  no  hieans  too  favourable  a  specimen  of 
the  class  of  persons  who  were  his  contemporaries  in  the 
same  emptoynicnt.     He  could   recolirct  about  eight  or 
-  nine  of  them,  and  of  these  he  did  not  know  one,  whose 
subsequent  conduct  in  life  reflected  any  discredit  on  his 
former  occupation.     He  believed  only  one  of  theai  b'till 
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continued  connected  with  any  periodical  press,  and  that 
mras  a  gentleman  to  whose  character  his  testimony  was  not 
waated,  as  he  was  well  known  and  esteedied   by  many 
members  of  that  house  ;  and  reckoned  amon^  his  friends 
<mc  of  the  first  characters  of  the  country.     He  meant  the' 
editor  and  proprietor  of  The  Morning*  Chronicle,     Of  the 
'  rest,  five  or  six  had  been  called  to  the  bar  ;  and  he  never 
heard  that  any  of  them  had  been  supposed  at  qH  to  discre- 
dit his  profession.     One  had  been  since  very  eminent  in 
the  courts  of  our  sister  island  ;  another  had  made  a  for- 
tune in  the  colonies,  and  had  since  held  a  situation  of  ho- 
nour and  confidence  under  the  crown ;  a  third  had  retired 
from  the  English  bar  on  the  acquisitiou  of  t^  private  for- 
tune,  before  his   very  eminent  talents,    ndtural  and  ac- 
quired, had  time  to  be  known  in  his  profession.     He  was 
now,  alus !  no  more  ;  but  this  he  would  say  of  him,  that 
no  man  he  ever  knew  in  his  very  varied  wa^ks  in  life  pos- 
sessed a  nicer  sense  of  honour  and  integrity.     The  last  he 
should  notice  of  them,  and  whom  he  might  without  im- 
propriety mention,  was  long  a   member  of  that  hcmse, 
ttnd   the  very   intimate  friend   of-  the  right  honourable 
fi^entlenran  who  made  this  motion  ;  he  meant  the  late  Mr. 
iiichardson.     He  must  add,  with  gratitude,  that  to  his 
kindness,  under  Providence,  he  was  indebted  for  that  si^asbn-^ 
able  resource  in  misfortune,  to  which  he  had  lately  advert- 
ed.   Mr.  Stephen  ad<ldd,  that,  with  a  single  exception  or 
two  at  the  most,  he  did  not  know  who  the  gentlemen  were 
that  now  conducted  the  department  of  the  newspapers,  in 
whicji  lie  and  the  friends  he  had  alluded  to  were  once  em- 
ployed.    He  could  not  speak,  therefore,  from  any  private 
pariiality  to  them,  and  was  confident  that  such  niembera 
IIS  took  the  trouble  to  observe  how  his  speeches  had  in  ge- 
neral been  reported,  would  not  think  he  was  much  in  their 
iavc^ir;  but  it  was  the  profession  or  employment  itself, 
not  the  individuals  whonpw  or  at  xmy  blher  time  filled  it, 
that  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  defend  against  an  unjust  pro- 
scription ;  and  it  could  be  hardly  thought  that  there  was 
any  tiiinii-  essentially  dfgradiijg  in  the  employment  itself 
ai'ier  tiic  I'acls  which  he  had  mentioned,  in  additiun  to  those 
which  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  rigl^t  honourable  mover 
of  this  question.     Fur  his  part,  indeed,  he  could  not  see 
what  there  was  more  disparaging  to  a  gentleman,  or  a  man 
in  a  liberal  professijn,  in  reporting  the  proceedings  and 
debates  of  the  legislature,  than  in  reporting  the  judgments 
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of  a  court  of  law.  Mr.  Stepten  then  proceeded  to  argue 
against  the  regulation  in  question  on  grounds  pf  public 
add  constitutional  policy.  To  fix  a  stigma  on  any  class 
of  men,  and  degrade  Idem  below  their  fellow  subjects,  by 
exclusion  from  a  common  privilege,  was  the  surest  way  to 
make  them  disaffected  lo  the.state.  Such,  at  least,  must 
be  the  case,  when  the  ground  of  exclusion  wasaii  impeach- 
ment of  their  moral  or  honorary  character.  But  if  such 
oppression  was  to'  be  introduced  iu  this  land  of  freedom 
ana  equality,  at  It^st  we  should  take  cure  not  to  select,^ as 
the  victims  of  it,  a  set  of  men  who  had  so  much  political 
power  iji  their,  hands  as  the  conduction  of  the  periodical 
press.  The  military  profession  was  every  where  held  ho- 
nourable, and  to  degrade  it  would  be  felt  by  every  bodjr 
to  be  in  the  last  degree  imprudent  and  dangerous ;  but  he 
would  be  bold  to  say,  that  the  nvilitary  hiid  not  more  the 
fat^  of  the  country  in  tlicir  hands  under  despotic  govern* 
meats,  than  the  conductors  of  newspapers  had  iii  this  king* 
.doni.  Against  their  united  and  systematic  hostilities,  the 
constitution  could  not  long  stancf.  To  sanction  an  inno- 
vation therefore,  that  would  tend  to  raise  an  esprit  du  carps 
among  them  universally  against  our  public  establishments, 
.-would  be  to  aggravate  greatly  the  dangers  of  the  country. 
As  a  friend  to  the  liberty  of  the  press,  he  deprecated  such 
a  precedent;  for  the  press  would  soon  become  dangerous 
and  obnoxious,  if  it  was  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  degraded 
and  disaffected  characters.  IL  was  in  this  view  chiefly, 
that  be  thought  the  intertorence  of  parliament  justifiable, 
if  the  perseverance  of  the  benchers  shoiild  make  it  neces- 
sary, notwithstanding  the  arguments  of  the  Attorney^ge- 
iieral.  It  was  not  a  private  or  particular  case,  to  be  re- 
dressed by  appeal  to  the  judges,  but  a  case  of  general  and 
public  mischief,  fit  for  the  presiding  wisdom  of  parlia- 
ment, as,  the  guardian  of  the  public  weal,  to  notice  and 
correct.  .  He  regarded  such  stigmas  oa  a  particular  class 
or  cast  of  mea,  in  any  society,  as  cruel  and  mischievous 
in  another  view.  If  they  did  not  find  men  worthy  of  con- 
tempt, they  would  ^oon  make  them  so.  Degrade  ciny  por- 
tion of  society,  and  you  will  infallibly  reduce  its  moral 
character,  till  it  ^eems  deserving  of  the  ignominy  to  which 
it  has  been  unjustly  subjected.  He  had  lived  long  in  a 
part  of  the  world  which  furni&hed  a  striking  proof  of  this 
remark ;  and  there  was  nothing  more  odious  in  a  contemp- 
tuous oppression,  than  iii  corrupting  etfect  on  the  minds 
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€f  itsriilifortiiiiate  yictims.  If  this  were  so  vrbelf  iht  bad^ 
trf  degradation  was  the  colour  of  the  skin^  or  some  otTOr 
mbject  of  public  contempt  which  the  indiTiduab  derired 
fiom  nature  or  some  other  nnarotdable  source,  how  much 
wik&cfi  ivheh  entering  into  f  he  de^aded  cast,  was  matter,  not 
of  necessity,  but  choice.  Men  would  not  choose  an  employ- 
ment proscribed  as  dishonourable,  unless  their  motal  cha- 
racter were  already  corrupted.     Were  we  prepared  then, 
at  once  to  maintain 'the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  to  say  that 
its  eondnctors  should  hereafter  be  men  so  tow  in  moral  and 
hcmoraty  sentiments,  as  to   choose  an  igtimninious  em- 
ployment.     Mr.    Stephen   further  said,    that  to  select 
tiie  popular,  open  profession    of  tfie  bar,  as  the-  only 
subject  of  this  decrradin^  disfranchisement  of  a  pOTtion  of 
the  commons  of  Enj^land,  was  peculiarly  impik)per  and 
atrange.  That  profession  was  in  a  pre-eminent  manner  the 
patrimony  of  the  people  at  large  ;  and  to  it  indeed  they 
oWed,  more  than  to  their  parliaments,  that  general  equa- 
lity of  rights,  and  exemption  from  all  aristocrattcal  op- 
pression, which  it  was  their  distinguishing  happiness  to 
possess.    The  courts  of  law,  by  their  liberality,  hfad  abo- 
^  lished  that  distinction  of  casts,  which,  in  the  times  of  yil- 
lanage,  degraded  a  great  majority  of  our  ancestors,'and  e:t- 
cloded  them  from  liberal  professions.    It  was  a  Ueising 
Mfhicfa  the  people  of  England  owed  to  their  lawyers,  amd 
it  was  singular  that  a  departure  from  the  principle  of  con- 
stitutional equality,  should  in  these  days  begin  in  the  same 
IMTofession.     Fie  oould^not  help  suspecting,  in  this  r^ula«. 
tion,  a  latent  principle  of  aristocratical  pride  and  contempt 
-for  poverty  as  snch  ;  for  why  otherwise  should  the  re* 
atriction  apply  only  to  those  who  wrote  f6r  emolument  ? 
If  the  act  of  writing  for  the  newspapers  was  immoral  or 
dislionouT^le,  he  did  not  see  how  the  doing  it  gratoi- 
tonsly  could  redeem  the  act  from  reproach .     Certainly  it 
was  presumable  that  those  who  exercised  snch  an  employ* 
ment  for  gain,  were  not  in. affluent  circumstances;  but  if 
poverty  or  humility  of  origin  were  to  become  reproachfiil 
m  the  inns  of  court,  many  a  proud  scutcheon  which  now 
otnamented  their  walls,  muH  be  taken  dovrn.    In  other 
professions,  as  the  church,  or  army^  bcK^ditary  claims  or 
fortune  mi^ht  facilitate  preferment ;  biit  at  the  bar,  a  pro- 
jfession  whmh  w«s  a  much  more  frequent  road  to  tank  and 
fortune,  no  such  extrinsic  adyantages  were  of  aiiy  aTail. 
Ob  the  contrary,  it  was  prOTerbial,  that  a  necessity  arising 


MABOH  93.]  IMHf  OF  COUmt^ 

from  poverty  in  (he  earlj  pttrt  of  life,  was  almost  the  only 
sooroe  of  splendid  saccess  at  the  bar.     It  was  the  mosi^ 
amiable  and  valuable  fruit  of  our  happy  constitution)  that 
every  path  of  hunourableambition  was  open  to  talents  and 
industry,  without  distinction  of  ranks;  but  in  the  law, 
especially,  the  strongc  «t  examples  of  the  happy  ^ecU  of 
tills  equality  were  to  be  found.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  if 
we  weie  to  be^in  to  form  proscribed  and  degraded  casts  io 
this  country,  he  thought  we  should,  at  least,  not  begin  the 
innovation  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  and  against  those 
who  were  in  possession  of  the  great  organs  of  public  infor- 
mation, the  conduc^orst  of  ihe  periodical  press.     Mr.  Ste- 
phen concluded  by  saying,  that  he  should  vote  for   the 
piactidal  course  proposed  by  the  right  honourable  mover, 
merely  liecause  it  had  been  proposed  by  him,  and  was  the 
only  remedy  at  present  suggested.     Had  Mr*  Sheridaa 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  declaring  such  dis* 
^nchisements  of  any  class  of  British  subjects,  by  the  inns 
of  courts,  unconstitutional  and  void,  he  would  also  have 
aiipf)orted  thatmeasnre,  or  any  other  that  might  be  more 
proper  to  be  taken  for  the  same  just  and  necessary  end. 
-  Sir  John  Anairukher^  as  a  bencher  of  Lincoln's  Inn, 
greatly  regretted  tli^t  the  regulation  in  question  bad  ever 
been  adopted,  and  professed  his  eritire  concurrence  in  all 
the  sentiments  wbich  the.  last  speaker  bad  so  eloquently 
expressed.    The  character  of  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  was  as  convincing  an  argument  as  any  that  he 
had  used.    No  man  who  considerea  what  the  professioa 
and  the  house  would  have  lus),  if  that  gentleman  had  been' 
excluded  from  the  bar,  by  a  rule  of  this  kind,  could  hesi- 
tate to  pronounce,  it  boib  unjust  and  unwise,  and  one  that 
ouirbt  notto.be  sufiVred  to  exist*     In  fact,  the  r<^ulation 
had  been^stiddenly  adopted  by  a  very  small  board  of  bench- 
ers, afier  dinner,  on-  a  suggestion  from  some  barristers 
in  the  hall.     1  liuugh  it  might  surprize  the  house,  the  bar- 
rister whose  name  was  at  the  bead  of  those  who  signed  the 
'proposition  v/as  no  other  than  Mr.  Cliflord  ;  (Aear,  hearV) 
and  the  bencher  in  Uie  chair,  a{)out  lour  only  being  pre- 
sent, WHS  the  late  Lord  Chancellor  Erskine.  (Ileafy  hear! 
aad  a  prelip  fieuoal  laugh.)    Sir  J.  Anstruther  added, 
that  knowing  the  opinions  c»f  several  of  his  fellow -bench- 
ers on  the  subject,  he  had  no  doubt  that  when  the  re- 
turn of  term  gave  a  proper  opportunity  for  the  purpose, 
the  i^guktion  wonld.be  withdrawn,  and  he  hoped  there- 
Vol.  II.— 181(K  N  • 
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fore  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  not  pttss  his 
propositinn,  which  he  deemed  an  improper  and  mineoeB* 
»ary  tntcrference  wi(h  the  benchers  in  the  government  of 
tW  society;  especially  as  a^i  appeal  might  bring  the  par« 
ticniar  case  to  the  revision  of  the  twelve  judges. 

The  SolicHor-'general  thought  kSmself  bound  in  can- 
dour to  confes«,  that  'he  was  one  of  the  few  benchers  who, 
on  the  sus:g<'!^tion  of  eiglit  barristers,  had  hastily  adopted 
fhts  regulation,  which  lie  would  not  undertake  to  defend. 
He  paid  vrry  higli  compliments  to  Mr.  Stephen,  both  on 
the  score  of  his  talents  and  personal  character ;  and  said^ 
that  like  Longinus  he  had  illustrated,  by  his  own  ex- 
ample, his  own  tenets  on  this  subject.  His  own  character 
was  the  best  proof  that  such  a  rule  ought  not  at  least  to  be 
Indiscriminate.  He  strongly  maintained,  in  opposition 
to  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  the  twelve  judges  had  a  jurisdiction, 
not  merely  to  redress  the  individuals  aggrieved  by  the  rule 
in  question,  but  to  reverse  the  rule  itself^  and,  tbetefore, 
the  interference  of  parliament  would,  at  least,  l>e  pEema- 
Itore.  The  petitioner  came  per  satiam  to  the  boose,  b^* 
fore  he  had  pursued  the  regular  course  to  obtain  Wal  ie« 
dress.  The  SoUcitor^general,  however,  profiessed  his  con- 
sent expectation,  that  the  benchers  of  Lincoln^s  Inn, 
now  that  the  merits  of  the  question  had  been  discussed, 
and  were  better  understood,  would  see  cause  at  least  to  re* 
vise  and  alter  the  regnlntion,  if  not  wholly  to  revoke  it. 

Mr*  Croker  in  strong  terms  condemned  the  regulation 
OS  illibernl,  impolitic,  and  utijust,  and  thought  that  the 
credit  of  the  honourable  society  demanded  its  repeal. 
He  also  professed  the  highest  respect  for  the  character  of 
Mr.  Stephen,  and  the  manly  manner  in  which  he  had  con- 
tluctod  himself  on  this  occasion.  To  say  more  would 
only  be  to  repeat  the  arguments  of  that  gentleman,  in  all 
of  which  he  heartily  concurred.  But  he  trusted  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  on  seeing  that  his  objeol 
was  likely  to  l)e  :it(atned  in  a  more  satisfactory  way, 
would  withdraw  his  motion.  Should  the  event  be  dif- 
ferent from  what  such  respectable  benchers  of  the  society 
as  had  expres!»ed  their  opinions,  expected,  he  pledged 
himself  to  support  a  future  application  to  parliament  to 
the  be^  of  his  power.  ' 

Mr.  Sheridany  in  a  brief  and  neat  reply,  declared  he 
could  not  hesitate  undbr  such  expectation&as  were  held 
out  to  him,  to  witbdiaw  his  motion.    His  object  was  al« 
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^ways  to  attain  his  end  when  he  could,  without  disputing' 
se^lesslj  on  the  means.  He  could  not  however  regre- 
iiaying  broujg^ht  forward  the  question,  as  he  doubted  wlie- 
tber  otherwise  the  matter  would  have  been  brought  suffi- 
cuently  to  the  attention  of  tl\c  benchers  to  induce  tliem  to 
revoke  their  rule.;  and  especially  since  his  motion  had 
been  the  means  of  gratifying  the  hoUse  with  the.  very 
manly  and  eloquent  s|)eech  of  the  honourable  and  learnt 
.  gentlen)an  whose  case  furnished  so  decisive  an  argument 
in  his  support. 

The  motion  was  accordingly  withdrawn, 

ARMY  ESTIMATES.      ' 

Lord  Palnierston  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
bouse  going  into  a  committee  for  the  puri>o$e  oire-com- 
initting  Jhe  array  estimates. 

Sir  T-  Turlnn  considered  that  it  would  be  qitite  a  delu- 
sion on  the  public  to  f;o  again  into  a  committee  for  the 
Ealtry  saving  which  was  now  proposed.  The  country 
ad  a  right  to  expect  much  more  important  retrench- 
ments. He  could  not  bear  to  hear  a  system  of  30  years 
war  announced ;  and  he  would  much  prefer  that  peace 
.should  resume  its  former  current  than  that  torrents  of 
blood  should  continue  to  flpw.  He  considered  that  th.e 
^reat  army,  for  which  such  large  estimates  yffeve  voted, 
existed,  in  a  great  measure,  on  paper;  ?^nd  that  we  had 
not  an  efficient  force  like  that  which  the  house  was  led  to 
supiiose. 

The  house  then  resolved  ilself  into  a  committee. 

lA>rd Palmer ston  rose  to  explain  the  further  rectuctipns 
wbich  were  prepared  to  b^  made  on  the  staffs  In  the 
eastern  district  it  was  proposed  to  make  a  reduction  of 
one  lieutenant-general,  which  would  still  leave  eight  ge- 
nerals to  command  a  force  of  20,000  men.  In  the  Severn 
district  there  would  be  a  reduction  of  one  lieutenant-ge- 
neral. In  the  home  district  there  would  be  a  reductio|L 
of  one  major-general — {Hear^  hear ^  from  ike  oppoMcrOj 
and  then  there  would  be  five  genorais  to  tommand^  10,000 
men.  In  North  Britain  there  w6uld  be  a  reduction  of  one 
lieutenant-general,  and  one  nijijor-gcneral,  leaving  still 
seven  generals  over  11,000  men,  a  number  greater  in  pro*- 
portion  than  in  other  districts,  as  was  necessai^  from  the 
Iroops  being  scattered  over  more  ground.  HeTlieh  shew- 
ed, that  there  had  been  a  rf^gular  diminution  of  the  pro- 
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p&riiaa  of  the  staff  oflScers  to  the  army  for  many  jean 
.  pa«t.     He    concluded    by  moving    his   first  resolution. 
"  That  a  sum  of  457,724/.  be  granted  for  the  expense  of 
the  staff  ftnd  garrisons. " 

Sir  George  Warrender  said,  that  he  principally  found 
fault  with  the  manner  in  which  those  staff  officers  were 
proportioned  to  Ihe  different  districts.  While  ten  gene- 
rals had  been  appointed  for  11,000  men  in  Scotland,  there 
were  only  eight  to  command  21,000  men  in  the  Astern 
district.  There  was  no  greater  number  in  the  Kent  or 
Sussex  districts,  although  of  the  utmost  importance.  On 
the  home  staff  there  had  been  hardly  any  retrcnchrorn>, 
although  this  was  the  department  most  objectionable.  ()f« 
ficers  were  often  put  on  the  staff  who  were  completely  in* 
efficient,  and  held  the  station  as  sinecures^  It  was  often 
supposed,  that  instead  of  selecting  generals  for  districts, 
the  districts  were  appointed  for  the  convenience  of  fa- 
vourite generals^  whose  head-quarters  were  at  the  places 
thev  wished  to  live  at. 

Jifr.  Calcraft  thought,  that  on  the  home  district  there 
should  have  been  a  saving  much  more  considerable  than 
in  the  reductioaof  one  major-general.  He  was  afraid  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman'  (Mr.  Perceval)  found 
something  in  that  staff  which  he  had  not  power  to  remove. 
There  were  two  full  generals  Attached  to  it  without  any 
apparent  necessity. 

Mr.  Wardle  said,  that  in  considering  this  expenditure, 
he  by  no  means  meant  to  blanie  particularly  the  pre^^ent 
administration,  as  the  same  profusion  prevailed  under  the 
last,  and  he  was  afraid  would  continue  as  long  ns  a  sys- 
tem of  corruption  was  acted  upon.  When  the  enormous 
■  estimates  for  barracks  had  been  formerly  voted  (which 
had  altogether  cost  the  country  near  thirteen  millions)  it 
was  said  that  they  would  cause  a  diminution  in  the  eX* 
pense  of  the  staff.  This  diminution,  however,  had  not 
taken  place.  It  was  also  said  thiit  the  barrack  establish* 
.  inent  would  provide  for  many  half-pay  officers,  but  in* 
stead  of  that,  the  appointments  were  gfiven  io  the  favourite 
servants  of  those  in  power.  He  did  not  conceive  the  pre- 
sent was  a  fair  estimate,  as  it  did  not  notice  either  the 
Volunteer  staff  or  the  ordnance  staff.  The  staff  ex  pense 
for  the  h0me  service  was  now  nearly  as  great  as  when  we 
had  a  great  part  of  our  population  under  arms,  and  our 
armies  at  home.    The  house  seemed  now  aware  of  what 
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he  bad  been  called  a  jacnlim  last  y/esgr  for  gtating,  that 
eveiy  economy  should  be  practised,  thai  did  not  interfere 
"With  the  efficiency  of  the  army.  He  should  ask,  why 
these  very  lucrative  situations  were  to  bo  heaped  oi^one 
individuAl  (General  Brownrigg).  He  was  quarter-mas- 
ter-generaly  for  which  he  received  above  4/.  a  day ;  he 
had  a  regiment  of  two  battalions,  the  9th  foot,  which  was 
at  least  1600/.  per  annum,  and  then  he  was  put  upon  the 
'istaflf,  at  an  expend  of  about  100/.  a  ytHv  more.  The  ad«- 
jutant-general  was  also  put  upon  (he  staff.  He  conceived 
that  both  these  men  had  sufficient  appointments  without 
^ttii^  their  appointments  on  the  staff  as  a  sinecure.  He 
said  there  was  a  charge  of  about  4/.  for  each  recruit  to  the 
recruiting  staff.  This  charge  appeared  to  him  unreason- 
able. He  conceived  the  estimates  much  higher  than  there 
was  occasion  for. 

General  Hope  stated  the  length  of  service  of  the  qttar-- 
master-general  and  of  the  adjutant-general;  and  that  there 
had  be^  a  promise  to  them  of  being  put  on  the  staff  if 
any  other  generals  were  added  to  it. 

General  TarUion  expressed  his  opinion,  that  no  diminu- 
tion ought  to  take  place  in  the  cavalry,  which  he  thought 
was  amiHig  our  best  means  of  defence.  In  the  home  dis- 
trict  there  were  the  Commander-in-chief,  the  Duke 'of 
Cambridge,  Lord  Chatham,  Sir  H.  Burrard,  and  a  num- 
ber of  other  generals.  He  thouglitthe  numbt^r  might  bear 
some  reduction. 

'  JHf.  P.  Moore  defended  the  late  administration,  whose 
systembf  economy  Went  on  the  grand  scale  of  confining 
the  expenditure  of  the  country  witltin  its  income.     This 
was  a  principle  of  more  importance  than  nicely  measuring 
whether  1,300/.  or  1,400/.  a  jear should  be  given  to  any. 
particular  officer.     As  to  the  cry  of  invasion,  which  was 
set  up  by  the  adminibtrntion  which  preceded  tliein,  he  con-. 
ceiv«l  it  a  bugbear,  inven(ed  to  impose  upon  the  country. 
That  bugbear,  however,  had  now  lost  ils  terrors,     lie 
l>€lieved  that  of  the  estimates  the  same  thing  might  be  snid 
as  was  once  said  of  a  lawyer's  hill,  ^^  If  you  take  off  a  third 
from  the  beginning,  and  another  third  from  theeijd,  what. 
is  left  win  be  still  too  much. 

An  amendment  was  moved  to  take  off  from  the  estimate 
projxiscd  the  sum  of  8,686/.  beinjr  ihc  expense  q(  the  two 
generals  on  the  home  staff,  who  were  conceived  to  be  quite 
unnecessary. 
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Tht  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hoped  the  comaittiee 
would  not  suppose  that  the  present  administration  had  been 
more  profuse  in  this  respect  (ban  those  who  preceded  them. 
The  estimates  they  now  presented  were,  in  fact,  induced  es- 
timates on  a  reduced  staC  Indeed, an  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Wardle),  on  the  other  side,  did  not  find  fault  wilh  bis  ma- 
jesty's ministers,  but  attributed  everything  he  complained 
<»f  to  a  vicious  system  which  h?id  been  longestablished.  He 
was,  hoMevfr,  ready  to  acknowledge  that  the  reduction 
bad  been  very  considerable  in  the  year  1806,  under  (he  late 
administration,  and  that  the  numbers  of  the  generals  on 
the  staff  had  been  then  reduced  from  142  1p  70*  At 
present  ttiere  were  but  59  generals  \\\yon  the  ^taff;  tind 
though  some  districts  might  perhaps  be  overloadcfl,  others 
i^iight  have  too  few  generals,  yet,  upon  the  wholf,  he  was 
persuaded  that  the  house  would  consider  tlve  present  es- 
timate fair  and  reasonable.  There  had  been  a  noduction  of 
one  licutenant-^ncral  and  one  major-general  on  the  staflf. 
He  was  ready  to  admit  that  lieutenant-generals  might  .per- 
form the  duty  as  well  as  full  generals  upon  the  homodis-  ' . 
Irict.  Bui  Lord  Heathfield  h<'id  been  appointed  during 
ibe  administration  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  op- 
posite v  and  he  would  ask,  whether  itnould  be  right, 
vrheii  by  the  course  of  prouiotion  in  the  service,  an  officer 
attained  the  rank  of  a  full  general,  he  should  be  deprived 
of  his  appointment  on  the  staff?  As  to  the  appointment 
of  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  he  could  not  see  any  reason 
-why  one  of  (be  king^s  suns  should  not  be  employed  in  the 
kome  district,  in  a  situation  so  Jiear  his  majesty's  person, 
and  uix)n  all  (hese  grounds  he  sa1«  no  reasonable  objection 
4o  the  e^>lin1ates  before  the  committee. 

Air.  JVhitbread  animadverted  upon  the  practice  of  the 
ri^ht  honour. ible  gentleman,  when  he  could  drrive  ao.ar- 
^liment  fri?m  his  own  deeds,  in  referring  to  the  deeds  of  , 
his  predecessors  in  office.  But  all  that  the  right  honour- 
able gcnilenian  had  said,  as  to  the  comparative  number 
of  general  officers  at  tlje  various  periods  to  which  he  re- 
ferred, had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question,  which  was 
simply  whctlier  two  full  generals  Wicrc  necessary  \o  be  era- 
ployed  in  the  home  district.  He  was  as  ready  as  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  to  agn;e  to  any  thing  that 
miglit  contribute  to  do  honour  to  his  majesty  ;  but  ho 
muijt  contend,  that  it  was  not  necessary  that  the  officer  em- 
ployed to  bear  the  ^old  stick  should  be  a  full  i;encral,  or 
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of  btgh  rank,  or  even  an  officer  on  the  sisiffs    He  wad  con- 
vinced tooj  that  if  the  mattef  were  (o  be  represented  to 
ins  majesty,  he  would  not  consent  to  the  appointment  of 
an  officer  of  either  description  with  the  jidditional  paj. 
There  were  no  full  generals  on  the  st^  in  the  yea!r  1806. 
Neither  the  Duke  of  Caiiibridc:e  nor  Lord  Heath  field' luwl 
any  duties  to  perform  entitljn,^  them  to  their  jespective 
salaries  of  4(>00/.  per  annrim;  «o  •hat,  in  fact,  they  enjoy 
sinecures  to  the  amount  of  16,<'00/.  a  year.    I'he  hoBOUr'* 
able  genlieman  also  objected  to  the  placing  of  the  ad}ii» 
lant  andqaarter-maslers-general  upon  the  staff,  with  aa 
augmentation  of  pay  from  500?.  to  1600^  per  annum; 
and  upon  qH  the  ground^  be  had  stated^  was  inclined  to 
rote  for  ike  amendtnent. 
8iT  G.  Warrender  explained. 

'Mr*  Hmkisscn beggeth  to  recal  <he  recollection  oftbe 
fi6use  to  the  nelative  situation  of  the  country  in  1805, 
when  the  whole  miflitary  force  of  France  was  upon  the 
eoast,  and  in  WOd^  when  it  wasr  withdrawn  to  a  dislaftce 
of  four  or  five  hundred  roilas  Arora  the  coast.  The  ho^ 
Boorabk  gentfemaii  then  went  into  a  defence  of  his  own 
coasitsiency.  The  influence  of  the  crown,  s6  much  talked 
of,  be  contem1e<1  was  counterbalanced  by  the  popular  iii>- 
fluence  arising  from  the  increase  of.  wealth,  audtbege*. 
neral  diflfnsion  of  knowledge. 

Sir  Thomas  Turion  and  Mr.  Huskisson  sererally  ex- 
plained. 

Captain  Parker  thought  his  majesty's  ministers  right  In 
what  they  meant  to  do  as  to  the  staff  of  the  army,  it  was 
his  intention,  on  a  future  day,  to  bring  under  theconsh- 
deraiion  of  the  house,  a  question  respecting  the  coyiditioa 
and  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  navy. 

After  a  brief  reply  from  Lord  Palmerston,  a  diyisioa 
took  place. 

For  the  amendment    -      -     -    61 
For  the  original  estimate      -      19 


Majority    -      -       -    -    38 
Adjourne<K 


^56.  THE  PARI/^AMBXTART  nEGISTBR.  r^oVj 

HOUSE   OP   COMMONS. 

MONDAY,    MAIlCli  !^6.  '       . 

Lord  Francis  Osborne,  the  honourable  Mr.  Eden,  and 
Sir  John  Perring,  took  the  oaths  an<l  their  neats. 

LORD  EBSKINE. 

'  Sir  John  Ansfruther  be^^^  to  correct  a  misconeeptiiHl, 
which,  from  what  he  had  said  on  a  former  evening;  M« 
specting  the  obnoxiotis  bjc^Qiw  of  the  Lincoln's  Inn 
faendhers,  had  gone  abroad.  It  would  oppearfromMs 
former'  statement,  that  Lord  Crskine  had  given  his 
sent  to  that  resolution,  whereas  the  fact  was,  thai  that 
ble  lord  was  only  present  nn  the  5th  of  February,  when 
i(  was  first  proposed  for  consideration,  but  was  not  pro* 
sent  when  it  was  subsequently  decided  upon. 

Mr.  Sheridan  stated,  that  he  had*it  in  anthoority  fnnti 
the  noble  lord  to  say,  that  he  had  never  girea  bia  cancur- 
rence  to  this  order,  and  even,  if  under  any  imprieaBioa  M 
the  time  he  had  given  such  consent,  from  what  had  since 
come  to  his  knowledge,  he  was  most  anxious  tohave>it 
withdrawn.  (Heary  hear!) 

SIR  FRANCIS. BURDETT. 

• 

JIfr.  Lethbridge. — Sir,  I  wish  to  ask  an  honourable  ba- 
ronet, now  in  his  place,  whether  he  acknowledges  a  cer« 
tain  paper,  signed  by  Lis  name,  which,  with  qertain  ar* 
guments  upon  the  saiae  subj<'ct,  have  appeared  in  a  work 
ipretty  well,  known,  I  mean  Mr.  CobbetVs  Register  f 

Sir  Francis  Burdelt* — The  paper  alluded  to  was  signed 
with  my  name  ;  it  was  almost  needless^  tber^sfore,  for  me 
to  say,  it  was  printed  with  my  authority,  and  that  the  ar- 
guments whtcli  were  affixed  were  drawn  up  by  nic. 

Mr,  Lelhbndge, — I  thank  the  honourable  baronet  for 
the  frankness  with  which  he  has  answered  my  question  ; 
and  I  have  now  only  to  give  notice  that,  cunsiJcring  that 
po))lication  as  a  high  insult  upon  tliis  bouse,  and  a  gross 
violation  of  ils  privileges,  it  is  my  intention  to  subtQit  a 
motion  upon  it  to«mor row. 

A  member  wished  him  to  defer  it  until  the  discussion 
tipon  the  Scheldt  expedition  was  over.  The  paper  upo(i 
which  the  complaint  originated,  he  could  lay  bcfore.the 
house  the  next  day*  ~  ' 


\ 
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'Mr.  Lefbbridffe  atated,  thai  be  would  tbe  next  day  lay 
the  paper  of  wbieb  be  eomplaiiMd  before  the  bonie^  and 
then  appoint  tbe  day  far  tbe  disetissioD  ot  bit  propoied 
aiotuMi. 

Lord  f^lieeitoiie  contended,  tbatas  it  was  a  qaestioB  of 
priyil^e,  it  superseded  all  other  mo^ions^  and  ought  to  b» 
cUacosnd  iiamediately. 

Lord  Temple  consideied  it  tbe  unial  piactioe  for  tbb 
iMHise  to  leoeiTe  tbe  oomphtinl  in  tbe  firrt  instance,  and 
then  to  fuL  the  period  for  tbe  discussion. 
'  Tbe.  Speaker  observed,  that  the  usage  in  sncb  cases* 
WBSy  firsly  ',if  tbe  member  against  whom  it  was  intendei, 
tm  pneftra  rootion  of  complaint  was  absent,  to  monei 
im  bis  attendance  upon  an  appointed  day.    If  he  wa» 
pmseot,  tbea  if  was  optional  with  tbe  honourable  member 
Bstendinff  la  prefer  such  complaint,  either  to  state  it  now, 
or  at  sncnfutttfe^j  as  be  deemed  most  compatible  with 
the  «aenil  disposiUon  of  the  business  before  the  bouse. 
*  lur*jLethbridge  eaid,  that,  not  knowing  whether  tbe 
hononvafahr  baronet  wonld  be  in  bis  place  or  not,  he  had' 
that  day  oama  down  to  the  bouas  with  a  determination  of 
BMmng  for  bis  attendance.    However,  when  be  saw  the 
bononmble  baronet  in  bis  place,  be.felt  himself  hound  ia 
common  courtesy  to  state  to  him  his  intention  of  bringing 
tbe  subject  before  tbe  h6use. 

Sir  nancis  Burdett  denied  that  the  honourable  mem* 
"ber  bad  acquainted  him  with  tbe  abject  of  bis  motion. 
As  be  bad  unequivocally  answered  his  question,  it  cobU 
not  be  considered  Intrusive  on  him  (S(r  F.)  to  ask  the 
bonour^le  member  to  state  tbe  nature  of  bis  intendM 
motion. 

Lord  Fblkestone  considered  it  contrarv  to  every  piece* 
dent  of  parliaroent  to  delay,  even  for  an  hour,  thei  discus* 
sion  iipon  this  grave  and  serious  charge.  Had,  indeed^ 
the  iionourable  member  kept  hi«  impression  of  the  ho- 
nourable bnronefs  conduct  m  his  own  breast,  then  there 
might  be  some  reason  for  tbe  postponement.  But  it  was 
impossible,  In  bis  opinion,  to  agree  to  such  suspension, 
after  the  house  had  been  told,  that  it  was  highly  insulted^ 
and  that  its  privileges  were  grossly  viirfated. 

General  Gascoigne  called  the  noble  lord  ta  order,  upon 
tbe  gnmnd  that  no  discussion  was  allow^  upon  the  vuscB 
giving  of  a  notice. 

V0I..  II.— J810.  O 


to  S^kec  aHaweied,  ttmt  tbenobte  kl4)  upon  a 
4Mstiw.of  prmkga^ims  0UMsin  ordctw    Tkeaauiil^ 

led  to  no  aecisioii)  might  more  properly  be  termea.aiKifin 
'sftltiii^  iipqii  4be  oonrMS  jvhk^lt  il  would  ho  most;  empodiitol 
Sfi  the  faoHoe  (o  ponue* 

The  ChanoeUor  of  the  Exchequer  jfBmarked,  tb»t  wbeoL 
tke>matter^  ^ooyn^ilaintiits  be&ie  theBt  ^boi^iivoakl 
(bea  ^)be8t  Jbble  to  deoide  ttpoH^  itoowti  mpieBBkini  U\ 
was  possible  that  aa  llie  lu)iioiirabb  laafember  (Mr.  Leth^ 
llridge)  Aaii'Doireaaott  to  Jcnow  that  tba  .bo9o<ifabfe*baro« 
M»  :miaki  be  in  (bis  pbiee,  be  did  wmI  perbops  comeidoma 
a^.  prepared .wilb  bis  intended  molioA  as  be. otherwise, 
wodd  be  disposed  todo.  The  course  he  had  pawnd 
was  {highly  {uroper;  ficstydn  fCiTing  aatiea  to  the  boBOor«% 
able  baaonet^  where  it  was  §o  bigfal^  doe.;  aad  next^'whea 
si>  serious  aconaplaial  to  the  bouse  at  lai^. 

Bir.  .Gbailes  «WTBBe  thought  ibal  time  woold  be  hsa 
iai(nrn>ptioa.to<the  business  ia  wbioh  tiie  bouse  .was  about 
to  enaage  <in  bringing  the  complaint  forward  naiw^  faafeee 
fte  discussion  was  corotaenceid,  latber  thaa  on  the  neat 
day,  ai&ns»tbe  bouse  woidd  pEobably  be  in  t^  very  inidi< 
die '.of  thle  debate.  > 

'  Ajbr* :iE«eUibridgepensl«rad  in.  his  nottoe  Ibrtha  neak 
daji  and  the  conversation  dropped. 

EJCPEPlTIoa  XO  THjE  3JpUELI>T. 

t  JLord.Porcheiier  xoseAPd  spoke jto  the  {bllowing.effect^ 
"^Mx  Sp^l^er,  io  esndeavg^ring  to  l^y  before  the  i^nsi*^ 
4l^iMqa,of..tJiisi,Ii^^e  an  accurate  anftlysis  pf  the  voIua 
mill  JUS  mass  of  evidence,  ivhich  has  been  collected  in  the 
Ule^iiqaicy  jato.the  eapediliqn  to  the  Scheldt,  I  am  fuUy 
aware  tbal  jhe.task  1  have  undertaken  is  not  only  diffin* 
flUt,  Uut  tb^t  I.sbaU  weary  your  attention  by  the  detaib 
which  are^  however,  necessary  far  its  complete  devclope'^ 
meat*  Bat.  difficult  as  I  feci  thela&k  of  fhis  night,  I 
al^P  feel  it  as  .paii^ful  as  it  is  4rduOii!>— paii^ful  to  review  a 
campaign,  ip  the  conduct  of  which  (here  is  so  much  to 
suKprioe,  to  lament,  and  to  condemn — a  campaign  wliicb 
nas  equally  astonished  £ttro|}6'  by  the  magnitude  of  its 

eqparatlon,  as.it  ba^  by  the  esteut  of  its  failure.  (Ileary 
0rO  i^Qtw.itt|st4l|ding  sjuqb  fixiiurOf  and  such  a  calu<» 
mitous  issue,*  I  did  still  hope^  that  in  pcoceeding  to  aoa* 
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Ime  iMs  ^dteoe,  I  would  Imto  been  abk  ti  oArtnC 
iMnt  tMb  matt,  of  natibniil  mi^fottiuiie*  sometlitftg.  tlmt 
ibiglit,  by  it»  evenf «lri  conseqacitoeB^  iimctt  the  present 
<Aeiiviess  gtoom,  aflbrd  ^yea  partial  froonds  ff>r  national 
4MMiabUtioii.  Idid  hope  to  fina  tfaatanehdireadrul  iailai« 
mere)  at  I<^8t  in  part^  attributable  tc  ilkom  dnfcorftronlable 
(Miuiei  wbich  are  incident  to  all  tfae  operations  of  war, 
and  are  inaepnrable  from  enterprizes  depenc'ent  for  thefr 
success,  np^nlhe  state  and  cenditioo  of  (be  elementi.' 
Art  w%art  has  the  disaatrons  issue  of  this  expedition 
pffoiwd  ?  It  has  proTed  *to  be  the  result  of  predicted  and 
lanticipatad  eanses.  It  has  verified  every  prediction,  and 
tBBtHxd  eiwry  expressed  fear  of  all  those  best  compHent 
lo  decide  npon  its  poKcy.and  praeticabilttj^  but  wtveibe 
opinions  upon  this  occasion,  most  fatally  for  the  hohonr 
and  inteiissts  of  the  country,  his  reajpsty's  mihisfers  did 
not  deeai  it  expedient  to  follow.  Before  I  trace  this  itt- 
jad^;ed  and  disgraceful  expedition '  from  its  monstrous 
birt%  to  its  most  horrible  catastrophe,  I  ff^  it  necessaiy 
to  ad veft  to  iinolher  abortive  enterprise,  which  was  pre* 
^rioudy  in  the  '^onleroplatron  of  his  majesty's*  govern- 
meiftt,  but  with  which,  from  the  rpasons  I  am  about  lo 
atate^  they  w<re  wholly  unable  to  proceed.  We  find 
Aom  the  evideujce  of  the  commanderMn^obief,  Sir  D^ivid 
Do^das,  that  so  eariy  as  the  S9i  of  March  liu$t,  a  coni« 
nttnication  was  made  to  him,  directing  him  to  attend  a 
<:ablnet  council  on  the  !^Uh.  Having  sO  attended,  he 
was  there  informed,  that  the  enemy  had  a  force  of  nine 
or  ten  sail  of  the  lifie  at  Flushing,  and  he  waa  requited  to 
say,  whether  a  number  Of  troops,  compet^t  for  a  mx6» 
tfessful  attack  against  this  shipping,  could  be  then  fur- 
fiished.  Here  then  was  an  opportunity  for  carrying  intb 
efR'ct ,  that  object  against 'the  growing  naval  force  of 
France,  which  his  majesty^s  government  profess  to  have 
so  long  in  contemplation.  Had  it  succeeded  at  that 
period,  what  a  proud  theme  for  triumph  ;  what  a  Con- 
soling source  for  national  exaltation  ?  Why  did  it  ndt 
%>ucceed,  or  why  was  it  not  attempted  ?  It  cauld  not  suc- 
ceed, it  coukl  QOt  be  attempted ;  liecause,  as  ibe  com- 
niander«in«chief  himself  told  you,  it  was  nbsM)lutely.im*- 
l>of«fMe,  from  the  whole  regular  army  of  the  country, 
to  furnish  even  15,000  rticn.  And  on  what  grounds  does 
he  give'  that  opinion?  Upon  the  welUk^no^n  shattered 
^tate  in  which  a  gre$t  portion  of  our  disposable  force 
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tetafoed  ftom  Spain  after  the  battle  of  CSonuiiia*  Ite 
Doieiiy  for  tbenros^  part,  unfit  for  duty,  witbarma  md 
equipments  in  the  most  defective  state.-  General  Galv^ 
con^obomtes  Ibat  btatement^  and  fully .  coincides  in  tba 
impossibility  of  providinff  so  small  a  forop  as  15^000 
•men.  And  bere  I  pray  toe  bouse,  to  recal.to  its.  recol- 
lection tbe  assertions  and  assumnces  so  often  repeated  by 
lis  majesty's  ministers  during  the  last  session  of  parU»* 
snent.  Let  it  compare  the  lamentable  trutbs  )vhicb  tbe 
oommander»in«cbief  bascoinntunicated,  and  which  would 
never  have  been  disclosed  but  for  this  inquiry,  with  tip 
atatements  t^a^  were  re-echoed  from  the  opposite  sii|#t 
and  the  returns  which  were  officially  laid  upon  its  table 
during  the  last  session^  Wby,  1  ask,  were  statements 
and  returns  so  contradictory  to  truth  thus  made  2  W<|iy» 
Ihcf  not  to  disguise  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  nation V 
afflictions,  to  gloss  over  the  misconduct  of  ministoia,  and 
by<keeping  from  our  view  the  just  description  of.  occuTr 
tenceS)  to  confirm  this  bouse  in  a  fatal  and  ruinous  iielu- 
8100  i  (Hear J  hear  /)  What  answer  can  ministers  nuke 
to  this  charge  I  Here  is  the  undeniable  information  be* 
fore  us,  that  although  in  the  month  of  January  laat, 
S9|000  men  le-embarked  at  Corunna,  still  in  the  rnqptb  q| 
March,  it  was  impossible,  out  of  our  whole  regular  army. 
to  foFiibh  15^000  men  for  the  purpose  of  effiectii^  a  xMst 
desireable  oUect.  1  now  poceed  to  consider  the  first 
0Tert  act  in  the  history  of  tnis  expedition  to  the  Scheldt  i 
J  al]ude  to  the  letter  of  my  Lord  Castlereagh  to  th^^  com- 
mander-in-chief, dated  the  fi9th  of  May.  Willii\g  as  I 
am  to  render  credit  to  ministers  where  credit  is  ^e  tp 
them,  I  am  free  to  acknowledge  the  propriety  of  thejir 
conduct,  so  far  as  that  propriety  was  discernible  in  theiir 
application  fi^r  advice  and  intelligence  iQ  the  best^  spurcef 
or  authority ;  but  here  their  title  terminate*  For  when 
we.  r6ad  the  opinions  of  those  officers  to  wlioni  minister^ 
ai|plied  for  informatiou,  and  contrast  the  .course  deler^ 
inmed  upon  with  those  opioipns,  it  is  absolutely  impost 
^ble  even  to  conjecture,  much  more  iq  ascertain  tneir  n»o- 
dves.atall  for  making  the  application.  This  attempt 
UDon.  the  shipping  and  arsenajs  of  Antwerp^  anu)ister| 
tell  lifif  was  a  plan  l<)ng  considered  and  fully  fuatured, 
and  yet,  strange  to  say,  in  this  letter  to  the  commander* 
in-cbicf^  we  find  him  ciilled  upon  not  to  st#te  bis  Qptfiio^ 
l|is  jtf  tpe  be^^m^as  of  gafrymg  in^  efiect  this  loiig  cpn* 
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xSderal  And  deteraiiMd  pitjpct,  bat  it  calls  for  his  sentii 
uents  ^*  upon  the  praetkMUiy  of  such  an  attempt,  the 
mttins  reqntivdj  and  the  mode  of  carrying  it  into  ezecH- 
lioD.**  The  BoUe  lord  <CastIereagh)  admits  his  inability 
to  aflbrd  a  "precise  atateraent  of  (£e  enemy^s  fince  upon 
that  line)  hat  he  assaret  the  comraander-in-cbief^  Uiat 
diat  part  of  the  enemy's  territories  was  never  more  eK« 
poseoi  or  more  assaifaiole,  or  that  this  country  had  in  ifa 
Dands  a  greater  disposable  force.  Upon  the  receipt  of 
Ais  cooununication,  with  a  most  laudable  attention  tb 
Ihe  interests  of  the  country,  and  to  the  protection  of  that 
afmy  at  the  head  of  which  his  majesty  was  pleased  to 
place  him,  the  commanderria-chief  felt  it  to  be  his  dntv 
fo  consult  wiib  other  officers  of  high  and  distinguish^ 
diainacter,  and  qualified  from  many  particular  circam- 
Mancfs  to  aflbrd  him  most  able  assistance,  in  retarniur 
the  fullest  information  tp  his  majesty's  government.  Hie 
iowtt  and  their  opinions  he  deliveied  to  the  noble  lord^ 
<n  official  docmnents  dated  tbe  third  of  June.  Befora 
I  proceed  to  tbe  analysts  of  these  opinions,  I  wish 
to  advert  to  the  last  sentence  in  Lord  Castlereagb*« 
letter,  which  I  contend  did  not  afford  the  informatioa 
that  iraa  necessary,  and  ouglit  to  be  affonled.  Indc« 
pendent  of  auch  generid  indefinite  statcm^ts,  positivo 
defined  ihtdligence  ought  to  have  been  communis 
jcated,  but,  above  all,  the  safety  of  so  lare^e,  and,  |ierhaps^ 
our  last  army,  ought  not  to  have  been  riiiked  upon  such 
desultory  arguments.  But',  returning  to  the  opinions  of 
the  five  military  o  dicers,  it  is  evident  from  their  tenor, 
that  in  putting  into  practice  their  plan  of  attack  upon  the 
nayal  resources  of  (he  enemy  at  Antwerp,  they  had  in  their 
own  contemplation  two  plans  :  one  by  way  of  Ostend,  and 
th^  otti^r,  that  is  the  one  attempted,  by  naval  and  mili- 
tary opeihilon^  in  the  Scheldt.  Extravagant  as  was  the 
one  wnieb,  in  their  wisdom,  they  had  adopted,  ten  times 
more  jpq  wa^  that  which  they  bad  abandoned.  But  tbe 
commander4i;-chief  states  in  his  answer,  that  if  the  attack 
is  to  be  mad)s  at  4IU  it  should  be  a  combined  naval  and 
^and  iipemtion,  afld  he  proposes,  ihat  the  relative  stmngth 
pf  our  fpree,  and  the  presumed  one  of  the'  enemy, 
sliodM  be  determined  as  a  question  of  calcubtioUi 
M nit  not  of  surmise.  He  then  enters  at  length  into 
the  detail  of  the  necetsaify  operations,  and  states,  that 
Antwerp  is  a  brgp  town,  and  mast  be  a|)pkoachid  with  a 
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vcgriar  siegt,  and  coDduds  wiA  ibis  opiiiibii,  that  on* 
■honlri  have  rapposed  would  have  arrttted  crem  the  npid 
jMPOfrasa  of  the  noble  lord's  (Costlefcafb)  ttsUhmuudim 
■Hod— an  opiaion  thatpni^ht  to  hame  craved  in  h»  a 
dUstrnst  of.  Ihs  frantic  project,  and  rami  have  alraoil  bbp 
iicipated'  that  iMue  whiob,  in  the  destnictioii  of  oar  army 
aad  the  disgrace  «f  oar  character,  has  £ir  exceeded  erea 
tile  forlorn  and  disastrous  expedition,  which^  under  the 
aama  anspioes,  had  but  jnst  preceded  it.  (Srary  keari} 
That  opiaion  is  expressed  in  these  remarkable  words-* 
^^  That  in  whatever  way  Autwerp  is  to  be  approached^ 
Ibeaenrioe  is  one  of  very  great  risk,  and  in  which  the  safe 
setorn  of  the  army  so  employed  may  be  very  precarioos^ 
frma  the  opposition  mode,  and  the  length  of  time  oon^ 
aamed  in  the  operation,  which  enables  the  enemy  to  as*^ 
aembk  ia  a  short  time  a  great  force  from  every  part  of  the 
Nelberlaads,  and  Holland,  and  even  from  Westphalia  by 
the  course  of  the  Rhine,  as  well  as  from  the  frontier  cv 
France/'  The  next  opinion  delivered  was,  that  of  Grene^ 
lel  Calvert,  and  that  oiEcer  states  the  otter  impoasibilitj 
ctf  laying  down  any  thin^  decbtve  in  thesbape  of  detailed 
seasoning,  witbont  bein^  in  possession  of  thai  knowledge^ 
which  most  people  imagine  an  indisprniablepreliminaryf 
hut  which,  important  as  it  must  appear  to  os,  was,  by  bis 
majesty's  ministers  through  the  whole  arrangement  of  tbii 
pii>|ect,considefed  highly  superfluou8,naraely, a  local  know^ 
ledge  of  circumstances,  ar.d  to  what  extent  those  circum* 
aiancerwould  admit  of  a  naval  co*opemtion.  After  describe 
ingJtbe  means  po^se^sed  by  the  enemy  in  dmwing  from  va« 
nous  quarters  reinforcements,  he  concludes  with  an  opit 
aion,  that  one  stiould  have  snp  posed  would  have  opet 
tated  with  ministcrii  against  the  expediency  of  this  pro* 
ject.  Before  I  read  that  conclnsion  I  must  sny^  that  tbe 
want  of  information^  without  which'  bis  majesty^^  govern* 
menl  should  not  have  ventured  to  risk  the  safety  of  a 
aallant  army,  is  fully  proved.  For  what  snys  General 
Calvert  u|>on  that  point.  He  tells  yon,  that  having  no 
date  to  go  on  in  respect  of  the  enemy's  force,  ini  sirg'.iment 
can  be  entered  upon  that  point.  Will  the  nolUe  lord,  or 
anyoaepfhis  fonne^collen/grtiessay,  that  they  should  haw 
(committed  the  honours  and  inlerrsts  of  this  country,  tlio 
blood  of  its  defcfideri^,  and  tiie  product  of  its  indunfry, 
upon  an  enterprize,  the  i^iccess  of  which  must  have  der 
pcttidcd  upon  tliQf^ate of  things,  of  which  they  theinselvea 
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Mvwtsteild  coirfMedlj^tigMmlit  ?  Yet  4?eA,  if  ^poh  the  mrn^ 
sjmifiliens  that  t W  oeee  itself  afbrded,  tliej  weve  tM  bjr 
GrOBeral  Cttlveri  UmiI  tlie  eervke  would  be  ardaons^  znA 
tbat'tbe  traop»eihp1ojed  upon  it  oiust  be  exposed  to  con* 
sidemble  risk.     We  ih>w  come  to  an  opinion  which  it  19 
aiiMft  impossible  to  betleite  0  have  been  receiired  by  mip 
msHefs^m  if  it.hrid  been  received,  that  itwi^  ever  lead  l^ 
t}iei»^  for  Qdost  fttwiredljr  had  any  mUention  been  |Mid  Sd 
ite  jneat  irapieaBive  and  iinans^temble  iafefencesythey  nerei 
HMwM  have  conYeyed  a  British  army  to  almost  certain  de* 
s^ctksn^    Need  1  say,  that  I  aUudeto  the  mililaiy  opi« 
mqh  of  Colonel  Gordon?  (Heerj  hear!)     Thatofioss 
states  the  fNrevioiiS'  consideration  in  weighing  the  pmctica« 
bilily  of  this  piojeet,  to  be  ^<  the  extent  ef.our  meaas  comn 
pared  with  that  of  the  enemy,  and  the  obstacles*  we  shonld 
fwfff^  opposed  io  us;"   and    in  continuation  ohsenres, 
^f  that,  tfaefe  does  not  appear  to  be  any  datiHn  thait  can 
lead  to  any  probable  guess  at  'the  extent  of  (he  foreo- whicli 
tJhe  enemy  may  have  at  Antwerp  and  the  strong  towns  iid«» 
jacent,  or  evksn  at  the  extent  of  the  armed  popiilafion  or 
militJua  of ithe  neighbouring  districts ;  but  is  tmaeined  firona 
TMrious  concmmng  testimonies,  thai  the  irbcm   regiriatf 
£miee  bus  been  disawn  off  towards  Germany,  aad  tbut  Htm 
Qovntiy  in  the  vicinity  of  Antwerp  baa  been  left  m^ve 
destttute  of  troops  than  at  any  foriher  period.    This  ap- 
peals to  he  the  -utmost  extent  of  oor  infarmation,  mid 
«pon  the  jaoonracy  of  which  must  depend  tbe  nicoess  oe 
imkireof  our  pro]ect»"    From  whatlictt  transpired  during 
Uiis  inqunry,  it  is  apparent  thai  his  majesty's  mintsteni 
intend  resting  a  part  of  their  defence  upon  inform'atioa 
alleged  to  have  been  received  ^bsequent  to  the  deliveiyr 
of  these  military  opinions.    I,  in  answer  to  such  an  ext^ 
nuartioft,  challenge  his  majesty's  government  to  state  oniB 
ttfil^e  proof  of  such  subsequent  information.    Is  there  anjr 
thing  in  the  documents- submitted -to  tbe  secret  commtttiBt 
ivhich  can  authorize  thia^  bouse  to  believe  (hat  the  army  in 
tbe  vicinity  of  Antwerp  were,  in  any  eonsiderable  forces 
drawn  off  into  Germany  ?  In  this  opinion,  dated  so  iat 
back  as  theS3thof  May,  it  was  also  to  be  recollected,  that 
Colonel  Gordon  coasidered  that  the  first  operation  neces- 
sary would  be  to  get  posscsbion  of  Cadsand  and  South 
Beveland.    And  yet  it  was  not  until  tbe  expedition   bad 
hi  part  actually  sailed,  that  it  had  ever  occurred  to  ht« 
majeMy's  ministers  to  consider  of  the  necessity  of  suob 
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r0Mion,  or  of  hittting  ftt  it  in  ibe  unCractioM  gif«i  to' 
ollcers  ititniftod  mih  ibe  execolion  of  this  project. 
Bat  it  is  impossible  to  put  it  stfonger  than  as  stated  in  the 
cmpbalic  words  of  OJonel  Gordon,  when  be  sums  np  wiA 
this  conclnding inference,  *^  That  ibis  attempt  wonid  be  a 
BiOBt  desperate  enterprise  cannot  be  doubted ;  and  thaty 
in  tbe  attempt^  whetoer  snccessful  or  otherwise,  a  rery 
]Bi]ge  proponion  of  oar  nary,-  and  military  means  wonM 
be  pat  to  imminent  hazard."  General  Browarigi^  in  hia 
opinion  states,  *^  that  tbe  object  conM  only  lie  dfected  bj 
oar  fleet  being  able  to  sail  up  the  Scheldt,  having  lO^OOD 
Imops  on  board  to  be  occasionally  hinded,  to  possess  forte 
and  battories  placed  to  obstruct  the  navigation !"  Of  afl 
the  plans  proposed,  this  was  by  for  the  most  extravagaiil 
and  impracticable.  Plusbine  having  been  taken,  Get^ral 
Brownngg  thought  that  a  rorce  passing  over  to  Sootk 
Bevdand,  would  take  possesion  of  Santvliet  on  the  main 
land^  and  tbe  distance  from  thence  to  Antwerp  beaiuj^ 
only  six  leagues,  mi^ht  succeed  in  taking  it  by  a  coup  & 
mabi.  This  opinion  tbe  house  mast  perceive,  that  although 
it  was  not  as  adverse  as  tbe  preceding  ones  to  the  miim* 
tmiai  project,  still  it  was  far  from  very  encouraging.  The 
aext  opinion  is  that  of  General  Hope.  Ho  begins  witfi  mak* 
iu-i  several  assumptions,  and  after  dikitiiiffU^oo  theatiHty 
of  securing  the  fortresses  of  Lillo  and  Liefkenshoeick 
as  a  rstaeat  in  case  of  Aiilure  at  Antwerp,  he  oonchidcs  with  > 
slating,  that  ^^  such  an  operation,  ttiftevideat,  would  be 
attenwd  with  great  risk  to  the  force  employed,  without, 
perhaps,  any  raequatc  securif  v  to  the  attainment  of  its  db« 
ject."  Having  thus  bottomed  their  project  opon  the'  opi« 
aions  of  five  military  officers,  his  maiesty^s  government 
next  apply  to  two  naval  oificers,  Sir  Home  Popfaam  and' 
Sir  Richard  Strachan.  In  Sir  Home  Popham's  interview 
with  Lord  Mulgmve,  he  states,  that  he  conceived  tbei« 
weve  greater  objects  in  view  than  the  possession  of  Wal- 
cheren.  Indeed  it  was  perfectly  phiin,  from  the  equips 
ments  of  the  expedition,  that  it  was  intended  for  the  uhe* 
rior  object  of  destroying  the  naval  resources  and  arsefials  ^ 

of  the  enemy ;  but  even  if  any  doubt  existed  beforif,  it  is 
wholly  dissipated  by  the  opinions  of  the  military  offloen^. 
who  all  agree  in  considering  the  great  and  ultimate  object 
of  the  expedition  to  be  the  attack  upon  Antwerp.  In  the 
memoranda  of  Sir  Home  Popham,  he  particularly  pteaes 
two  points,  namely,  that  the  troops  should  be  embarked  ia 
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'slkips  of  mir,  as  transports  vrtr%  a-great  impediment  1k> 
promptitude  and  attack,  and  that  ds  the  season  was  ac}* 
vancing,  the  expedition  should  be  ready  to  <sail  by  the 
SQth  *or  27lh  of  June,  aboot  the  time  of  the  full  moon. 
Here,  then,  v^as  their  first  naral  opinion  treated  "with  the 
same  disregard  as  ^w^re  those  of  their  roilltarv  adti^etis ; 
first,  the  ships  of  war  were  not  to  proceed  up  the  Schehft^ 
MmI  the  hopes  of  promptitude  were  increased  by  the  vast 
inrmfoer  of  horses  that  were  sent  out,  and  by  not  diiptttch- 
iftjor  the  expedition^  which  ought  to  have  sailed  on  the 
-  97tii  June,  until  the  S8(h  July.    Sir  Richard  Strachah^ 
;*  'tirhh  whom  they  next  advised,  assures  the  noble   lord 
^  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  that  he  enterfitihed  little 
*  Jllbspect  of  ultimate  success  at  Antwerp.     In  his  con- 
•'t^ersation  with   Lord  Mulgrave,   he  perceived  that  his 
^  lordship  did  not  then  know  that  the  French  ship^  conid  go 
;  above  Antwerp.    When  asked  whether  he  had  ever  any 
communication,  either  with  Lords  Oastlereagh  ^r  MuU 
gtaVe,  rdative  to  the  difficulties  he  might  be  subject  to  in 
going'up  to  Antwerp,  he  says, '  that  he  did  not  recollect 
*  that  they  communicated  to  nim  any  thing  upon  the  sub« 
ject^  but  he' remembers,  that  when  he  remarked,  that  all 
lie  thought  could  be  done  would  be  taking  Walcheren, 
'  the'noble  lord  at  (he  head  of  the  admiralty  leclled^  in  an** 
fidpfttion  of  what,  I  trusty  the  cdnstitutional  organ  will, 
at  the  end  of  this  discussion,  declare,  V'  that  the  conntty 
would  be  littTe  satisfied  with  such  an  extensive  aimament 
.  doin^  noThm^  more  than  taking  Walcheren.**    Upon  the 
'  repentibh  of  his  fears,  the  nobk  lord  assured  hrim  that  he 
bad  the  fullest  confidence,  and  that  he  had  reason  'to 
think  they  should  do  very  well.     In  developing  the  con^ 
'   sequences  which  followed  this  ministerial  project,  it  is 
tno^t  natural  to  inquire,  and,  if  possible,  to  ascertain,  first^ 
Wheillier  there  was  any  settled  plan  of  operations  con- 
curred in  by  the  different  departments  of  the  cabinet,  and 
fully  communicated  to  theoflicers  intrusted  with  the  com* 
mand  ?    I  confess  that,  with  all  my  anxiety  to  learn,  and 
industry  to  obtain  the  information,  I  am  yet  to  hear  what 
was  the  nature  of  the  arrangement  proposed.     Were  P  to 
deliver  my  own  conviction,  it  is  that  tnere  were  ks  mstny 

S*ans  as  there  were  departments  engaged  in  the  eTpediti6n ; 
at  the  noble  lord  (Oastlereagh)  had  his  plan;  that  the 
admiralty  had  theirs,  and  that  the  right  honourable  g^n^ 
tleman  opposite  (Mr.,  Perceval)  had  hb;  each  dbtlact 
Vol.  Il.~1810.  P 
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from  tbe  other.    The  plan  of  the  noble  lord,  ifonemi^t 

80688  from  tbeootlioey  was  to  make  a  dash,  ^bich  dig* 
ained  to  stop  at  efen  the  most  desperate  risks,  ami  ap- 
palling dangers.  The  plan  of  the  admiralty,  a^  least  fixed 
upon  at  the  sailing,  though  hostile  to  the  romantic  notions 
m  the  DoUe  lord,  was  much  more  prudent.  It.  would  not 
hazard  the  navy  in  a  most  intricate  navigation.  The  right 
honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  plan  was 
sot  how  he  should  support  the  cause  of  his  allies ;  not  how 
it  should  fiffect  the  scale  of  the  war  in  Germany;  not  how 
it  should  tend  to  tarn  in  favour  of  Austria,  the  equal 
poised  fortune  of  that  awful  campaign,  but  all  his  inten* 
tian  was  absortied  in  calculating  upon  that  arrangement 
which  should  convey  your  expedition  with  the  least  pos- 
sible quantity  of  dollars.  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man totally  overlooked  that  axiom  in  war,  that  bullion 
was  as  necessary  as  powder  and  shot,  and  was,  when  well 
applied,  not  less  operative.  ( Hear j  hear!)  What  said 
the  commander-in-chief  of  the  expedition  respecting  a 
plan?  Throughout  the  whole  of  his  teamination  it  was 
dear,  that  he  bad,  at  no  time  during  the  campaign,  con* 
fiidered  of  any  plan  at  all,  neither  was  theie  any  pointed 
out  to  him  in  the  instructions  of  the  government.  Still  I 
think  we  may  assume,  that  when  the  expedition  left  the 
Downs,  the  arrangement  most  probably  to  be  acted  opon 
was,  that  the  left  wing,  confuting  of  17,000  men,  should 
obtain  possession  of  Wdcheren ;  that  a  corps  should  oc- 
cupy Cadsand,  whilst  the  main  body,  after  leaving  a 
competent  force  in  South  Beveland,  should,  to  the  amount 
of  23,000  men,  be  landed  at  Santvliet.  Independent  of  all 
these  various  operations,  there  still  remained  anotiier  to' 
be  carried  into  effect,  which,  to  this  moment,  I  confess  to 
be  unintelligible  to  me,  although  cloathed  in  the  pomiM>us 
expressions  of  the  noble  loru,  when  he  talks  of  a  subse- 
quent uUerior  simultaneous  operation,  (//ear,  hear!) 
The  noble  lord  here  took  a  review  of  (he  various  difficul- 
ties and  impediments  which  might  have  been  expected  in 
the  fofniation  of  such  different  operations,  and  the  total 
want  of  any  instructions  or  means  to  guide  those  intrusted 
with  the  execution.  Seven  days  were  allowed,  with  fa- 
vourable wind  and  weather,  for  the  expedition  to  arrive  at 
Santvliet.  It  sailed  from  the  Downs  on  the  20th.  It  was 
in  evidence,  that  many  vessels  had  stranded,  and  that  a 
delay  would  be  necessary  to  man  the  flotilla  in  the  mouth 
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of  the  Scheldt..    There  was  also  eicry  reason  to  calculate 

that  South  Beveland  would  bold  out  a  much  longer  time 

than  it  did,  capable  as  it  was  proved  to  be  of  making  a 

spirited   resistance.    Eyery  officer  had  expressed  strong 

doubts  of  its  practicability  ^but,  that  it  should  at  allsuc- 

ceed,  it  was  necessary  that  every  chance  should  turn  out 

in  its  fa^vonr.    The  slightest  deviation  was  fatal — ^the  most 

inconsiderable  failure  operated    powerfully  against  the 

eventual  success.    Such  was  the  nature  of  the  expedition 

upon  which  the  fate  of  a  brave  army  was  committed.  The 

commander-in-chief  bad  no  plan.     He  did  not  even  know 

whether  the  ships  upon  the  slips  at  Antwerp,  and  the 

arsenals,  were  protected  by  the  citadel.    Those  who  read 

the  secret  information,  must  feel  surprize  that  his  majesty's 

ministers  did  not  obtain  information  upon  that  mpstneces- 

sary  point,  the  navigation  of  the  Slough  Passage.     To  get 

throui^h  the  intricacy  of  the  navigation  at  all,  Sir  Richard 

Strachan  says,  ^^  it  was  necesary  to  have  a  pilot  in  every 

ship  f '  find  yet  he  informs  you,  that  to  carrv  a  ship  of 

war  into  the  Scheldt  no  pilot  could  be  foiind  fire-eater 

enough.    Besides,  to  be  able  to  get  up  to  Batz,  there 

must  have  been  a  change  in  the  wind  from  that  at  starting. 

Thus,  in  order  to  insure  a  favourable  navigation,  it  was  ' 

actually  necessary  to  have  relays  of  fair  winds  at  every 

'winding  of  this  difficult  river.    But  the  noble  lord  says^ 

it  was  impossible  for  him  to  prescribe  any  course  of  pro* 

ceeding  in  case  of  these  untoward  events.     Was  it  not  his . 

duty  to  inquire,  to  ascertain,  or  to  act  upon  the  fullest 

and  most  conoct  intelligence,  and  was  he  not  bound  to 

prescribe  the  movements  of  the  army  f    If  he  could  not 

make  such  a  calculation^  why  should  he  have  ventured  to 

commit  our  naval  and  military  resources,  upon  such  a 

rash,  injudicious,  undefined,  and .  frantic  enterprise.    It 

appeared,  that  without  a  wind  from  the  westward,  the 

silippii>g  could  not  proceed  up  the  Scheldt,  and  when  it, 

blew  in  that  dircplion  it  was  impossible  to  land  for  the 

«urf.  *  Next,  it  was  necessary,  before  our  shipping  could 

pass  through  the  Wieltng  passage,  that  the  rorts  of  Cad- 

sand  should  be  occupied.     Why  was  it  neglected  ?  Why 

was  the  division  of  the  Marquis  of  Huntley  unable  to  land  ? 

It  was  stated  for  want  of  boats.     But  then  Lord  Gardner 

was  ordered  to  supply  the  squadron  of  Commodore  Owen,. 

What  said  the  evidence  of  Sir  Richard  Strachan  ?   Did  he 

not  say  that  Lord  Gardner  acquainted  him  by  letter,  ou 
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the  Sd  of  Aagufit)  (bat  it  iwas  imposHible  for  him  to  pass 
the  ships  into  the  ^heldt,  either  into  the  Duerlo  or  Wid- 
i9g>  without  probable  destruction,  as  long  astheenein^ 
possesB'the  Flushing  or  Cadsand  shore.     But  was  his  opi« 
nibn  upon  that  point  wanting  t    Had  they  not  the  net 
provqd)  proved  in  a  manner  which  recalled  to  their  minds 
the  only  gratifying  part  of  these  transactions.     Was  it  ne- 
cesserv  to  allude  to  the  statement  of  Captain  Hanchett^ 
wboy  naving  bravely  pressed  forward  to  protect  some  of. 
our  flotilla  under  the  fire  of  the  sea-face  of  Flushing,  de« 
dared,  that  whilst  the  shells  from  Flushing  fell  on  board 
him,  the  round  shot  from  Cadsand  went  through  him  ? 
Gemiral  Brownrigg  has  stated,  that  the  failure  at  Cadsand 
was  a  matter  of  regret,  and  that  it  arose  from  the  fortuitous 
circumstance,  that  by.  some  means  or  other  French  tipops 
were  passing  through  it  at  the  time.    Indeed  it  does,  some 
how  or  other,  gcncmlly  happen  that  French  troops  are 
present  prcjcisely  at  the  time,  and  in  the  place  where  tlicy 
are  wanting,'  whereas  it  is  the  unfortunate  characteristic  of 
our  military  expeditious,    that  they  never  are  present 
either  when  or  where  they  ought  to  be.     But  though  the 
f;^ilurc  of  this  sine  qua  non  of  the  expedition,  this  hinge 
hipoii  which  it  all  turned,  may  be  a  matter  of  regret  to 
the  gallant  general,  yet  I  do  trust,  that  this  house  will 
consider  it  as  a  matter  of  re^iK>nsibility  to  ministers.    Let 
the  house  next  direct  its  attention  U>  the  proposed  attack 
upop  Antwerp,  and  it  is  impossible  but  it  must  consider  it 
as  romantic  as  the  attack  mentioned  in  a  celebrated  ro* 
mance  against  the  windmills*  Lillo  and  Liefenshoeick  were 
to  be  watched,  whilst,  in  thehinguage  of  General  Sontag» 
a  vigorous  attack  was  to  be  made  against  Antwerp.    In  , 
the  absence  of  its  withdrawn  garrison,  its  populatitm  were 
to  be  intimidated  into  surrender.    Supposing  for  a  mo« 
inent  that  its  garrisons  were  withdrawip,  was  it  consistent . 
with  common  sense  to  believe,  that  the  appearance  of 
17,000  men  before  a  large  fortified  town^  protected  by  a 
^itadcl,  with  a  passage  for  those  that  were  disposed  to 
leave  it,  to  retreat  into  the  interior,  could  be  intimidated 
into  submission  ?    For  instani^e,  What  would  be  thought* 
of  Bonapi^rtc  making  an  attempt  on  Portsmouth,  merely 
because  he  heard  that  some  short  time  previous,  there  was 
stationed  but  one  regimerit  in  tliat  impregnable  garrison  ? 
Much  had   been  said  about  the  alarm  with  which  the 
people  of  Aii^wcrp  were  ^i^ed  on  the  e:i;pected  attack  of 
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t)ie  Britisbw    The  answer  was,  th«i  the  poputation  now 
consisted  of  a  cUfierent  kind  of  people,  now  that  it  was 
made  a  great  naval  nursery,  from  that  which  existed  ia 
the  days  of  its  commereiid  prosperity.    In  w6at  did  the 
vigorous  attack  of  GeneraT Sonta^  consist?    It  consisted 
in  erecting  a  battery,  with  great  pieces  of  cannon  to  beat 
upon  its  weak  points.  When  asked,  could  not  the  ground 
ui)on  which  the  works  must  be  erected  be  inuraated? 
li  he  answer  was,  that  upon  that  point  they  were  ignorant. 
But  even  though  Antwerp  could  be  bombarded,  that  efiect 
Mould  not  accomplish  the  object  with  respect  to   the 
shipping  and  the  arsenals.    General  Brownrigg,  with  the 
other  officers  at  the  council  at  Batz,  acknowledged,  under 
their  respective  authorities,  that  even  if  they  had  sue* 
ceeded  in  raising  works  against  Antwerp,  they  could  only 
avail  themselves  of  the  destruction  of  some  articles  for 
ship-building ;  but  that  they  could  neither  take  the  ships 
or  materially  destroy   the  arsenals.      General   Macleod 
VO)ild  give  no  opinion  as  to  the  probability  of  taking 
Antwerp ;  all  he  spoke  of  was  the  destroying  it.     WitS 
i^pect  to  the  state  of  defence  in  which  Ant^verp  was 
placed,  every  information  proved  it  in  a  more  perfect  state 
oi  security  tfian  what  ministers  could  conceive.    The  ffuns 
irere  not  mounted  upon  the  ramparts,  but  it  was  weu  as* 
certained)  that  in  many  fortified  places  it  is  usual  to  keep 
the  ordnance  from  the  effect  of  being  permanently  in  the 
air,  particularly  when  there  exists  every  facility  to  have 
them  quickly  remounted.    But  the  noble  lord  had  an  ez« 
pedient  for  every  objection-^he  had  in  this  two  strings  to 
his  bow.     It  was  neither  to  be  wholly  a  bombardment,  or 
a  coup  de  main*    He  would  have  a  little  ^bombardment 
simultaneous  with  a  battering  in  breach.    How  was  that 
battering  in  breach  to  be  efii^ced  ?    it  must  be  effected 
without  battering  guns,  because  they  were  not  got  up. 
The  commander-in-chief  had  coUfessed  he  had  no  plan, 
be  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  having  one  until  he  got  upon 
the  Continent.     In  other  words,  when  he  had  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  campaign,  he  was  then*  to  devise  his 
plan^  of  operations.     He  did  not  know  but  that  he  might 
nave  two  or  three  preliminary  sieves— stitl  no  prcliminaiy 
arrangement.     He  was  ready  with  his  minit»terial  col- 
leagues to  send  th^  army  against  the  enemy,  ignorant  of 
what  he  was  to  do,  of  what  he  would  wish  to  do,  as  well 
as  of  what  he  Mfas  to  avoid.    It  was  impossible  for  the 
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jboiise  to  overlook  the  unanswerable  statements  of  Lett! 
Kosslyn,  and  the  clear,  cony inctng^ and  scfeitiific  evidence 
of  Sir  W.  Erskrne.  That  officer  knew  Antwerp  well, 
there  was  not  a  necessary  repair  in  its  fortificatiems  that 
conid  not  be  ef&cted  within  a  week,  and  where  the  damnge 
"w^tsgrcatest  the  ground  before  it  could  be  laid  under  .vater. 
In  calculating  the  resistance  natural  to  be  expected  from  its 
population,  it  was  to  be  remembered  that  it  was  now  a  great 
aara!  dep5t,  and  that  at  least  10,000  persons  could  be  got 
from  the  shipping  and  arsenals  for  the  defence  of  <he 
lown^  in  such  an  attack,  a  system  of  service  nearly  simitar 
io  boarding,  and  for  which  these  men  were  of  course*  par-  • 
Itcniarly  qualified.  The  very  circumstance  of  its  being  a 
marine  depfit  was  a  full  proof  that  it  must  have  been  sup* 
plied  with  a  redundancy  of  ordnance.  But  adrtiitting  the 
f nllest  credit  to  the  secret  information,  what  did  it  convey  ? 
Only  that  the  garrisons  were  withdrawn  from  Antwerp, 
and  its  vicinity,  and  that  it  would  take  fivfedays  or  a  wtfek 
again  to  supply  them.  Was  then  such  ah  expedition  as 
imt  sent  out,  calculated  by  its  promptitude  to  surprize  a 
fortified  town,  while  the  information  on  which  ministers 
rpKrd,  stated,  that  in  five  days  reinforc^ements  could  be 
supplied  ?  Ministers  cannot  plead  ignorance  of  sucli  a 
state  of  things  ;  they  were  generally  communicated  in  the 
intlilary  opinions  of  the  officers  whom  they  consulted. 
They  were  intimated  by  Sir  William  Erskine  most  patti- 
cnlarly  to  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  and  by  that  gallant  offi* 
ccr  pressed,  unhappily  to  little  purpose,  upon  the  noble 
lord  opposite.  Every- thing  that  was  apprehended  the 
attempt  realized,  every  prediction  that  was^  made  was 
tonrtd  fully  verified.  TFie  same  ignorance,  the  same  folly 
visrWe  in  everv  attempt  to  carry  its  arrapgeraents  into 
rfiect,  and  finally,  the  very  place  we  were  to  surprize  by  a 
coup  de  main,  fully  prepared  to  resist  and  counteract  even 
the  best  digested  plam.  ■  But  in  addition  io  this,  and 
what  puts  tlie  matter  beyond  tlie  possibility  of  doubt,  is  an 
official  French  document,  being  a  memorial  to  the  Empe- 
ror, dated  the  first  of  August,  stating,  that  in  three  days 
from  that  time,  they  would  be  in  such  a  situation  all  along 
the  coast,  ns  would  enable  them  to  send  a  sufficient  body 
of  men  to  protect  any  point  at  which  an  attack  might  be 
made.  This  circumstance  sufficiently  accounts  for  the 
Fittttition  in  which  our  detachment  found  the  inland  of 
Cadaaad.    Antwerp,  therefore,  could  not  be  unprejKirecl 


•  • 


MARCH  S6.]         EXPEDITION  TO  THE  SCHELDT.  1^1 

even  at  the  time  of  the  sailing  of  our  expedition,  for  you 
find  divisions  going  thither  in  all  directions  on  llie  fir:itof 
'August.  Having  now  endeavoured  to  shew,  that  on  all 
the  data  on  which  men  are  accustomed  to  calculate  proba* 
abilities  of  success,  that  it  was  morally^  if  not  absiJuteljr 
impossible  that  ministers  could  entertain  any  rational  hope 
of  the  expedition  reaching  Santvliet  at  the  time  mco- 
tioncdy  I  shall  now  proceed  to  shew^  that  if  this  was  not 
in  the  nature  of  things  imt)Ossible,  they  had  bv  t^cir  own 
orders  rendered  it  so,  and  that,  according  to  uiosc  orders, 
not  a  soldier  or  seaman  belonging  to  the  expeJition  could 
be  at  Sanlvliet  within  four  days  after  their  sailing*  It 
could  not  be  the  corps  under'Sir  Eyre  Coote,  for  that  was 
ordered  to  Walcheren.  It  could  not  be  that  under  Gcne- 
lal  Hope,  for  that  was  ordered  to  ttie  East  Scheldt,  there 
to  wait  till  a  solid  footing  had  been  gained  in  Flushing* 
'  Then  Sir  E.  Coote  was  to  return,  and  having  effected  a 
jUnding  on  South  Beveland,  was  to  push  on  to  Santvliet. 
Here,  therefore,  was  a  positive  delay,  and  the  corps  sosi* 
tuated  must  be  re*shipped.  It  could  not  be  the  divisi<Mi 
under  the  Marquis  of  Huntley ;  it  too,  had  a  particular 
destination,  and  was  to  be  divided  before  it  could  advance. 
The  division  under  the  Earl  of  Rosslyn  and  General  Gros- 
Tenor,  too,  .was  not  to  proceed  to  Santvliet,  but  to  Ca^- 
'  sand.  Then  what  were  the  general  instructions  to  the 
army  ?  That  when  the  investment  of  Flushing  was  com- 
pleted, and  South  Beveland  was  fully  occupied,  the  divi« 
sions  thus  ordered  to  wait,  at  least  for  a  period  of  tea  days, 
might  then  at  length  be  allowed  to  proceed  to  Santvliet. 
What  then  were  the  oi^ders  to  the  artillery  ?  One  corps 
was  tq  proceed — the  other  was  to  wait  for  farther  orders, 
and  was  actually  detained  at  Deal  till  the  Sd  of  August, 
when  it  received  orders  to  sail.  His  lordship  proceeded 
to  read  the  instructionsf  qn  these  different  heads ;  he  was. 
aware  it  was  unentertaiuing  to  consume  the  time  of  the 
bouse  in  that  manner,  but  he  was  anxious  to  impress  the 
evidence  on  the.  minds  of  honourable  members,  if  they 
were  not  already  completely  masters  of  it.  I  ask  then, 
continued  his  lordship,  when  we  sec  every  division  orderecl 
to  some  different  service,  and  no  reference  made  to  Sant« 
vliet,  but  as  an.  ulterior  object,  i^  it  b6  consistent  with  the 
generally  received  ideas  of  things,  that  we  should  be  told 
tbat  this  was  the  principal  and  immediate  object  of  the  ex- 
peditioi^  I    AU  of  these  divisions  were  to  remain,  in  parti- 
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cular  places  appointed  for  them  till  certain  events  occur* 
Santylict  was  not  an  object  on  which  any  one  of  them 
could  have  ventured  to  proceed  without  a  breach  oF  their 
ordeiB.  The  ships  of  tne  line  were  not  to  be  used  in  the 
Scheldt,  though  it  was  clear,  thatbj  their  assistance  alone 
could  the  service  be  accomplished  ;  and,  fidallj,  part  of 
the  battering  train  was  sufiercd  to  be  detained  in  the 
Downs  till  the  Sd  of  August,  at  which  very  period  it 
should  kam  been  at  the  place  of  its  destination*  As  to  that 
part  of  the  plan,  if  plan  it  can  be  called,  which  concerns 
the  seizure  of  Antwerp,  the  instructidns  do  not  add  one 
word  tending  to  shew  that,  in  the  most  favourable  circum* 
stances,  the  expedition  could  have  reached  it.  No  doubt| 
I  believe,  the  noble  lord  thought  he  was  sailing  to  Ant- 
M^erp^  but  he  took  his  instructions  as  he  received  them, 
and  he  found  them  impenetrable*  I  now  come  to  the  con- 
duct  of  the  expedition  ;  and  it  is  not  to  the  commanders  of 
the  naval  or  military  foree  employed  in  it  that  I  wish  io 
attribute  any  degree  of  blame.  If  any  degree  of  blame 
were  justly  attributable  to  (hem,  it  would  not  be  for  this 

,  house  (o  judffe  of  it.  We  could  only  report  that  such  a 
failure  had  taken  place ;  that  in  our  opinion  blame  in  the 
conduct  of  the  expedition  was  imputable  to  the  naval  and 

'  military  commanders  employed ;  and  then  address  his 
majesty  io  desire  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  order  inquinr 
ifffo  their  conduct*  But,  here,  I  believe  the  house  will 
agree  with  roe,  that  this  is  a  failure  not  attributable  to 
the  army  or  navy.    Gentlemen  will  recollect}  that  we  did 

*  not  send  this  army  to  contend  with  the  elements  alone,  but 
with  a  pestilential  diseaise,  well  known  to  prevail  in  the 

'  climate  to  which  this  expediXion  was  sent.  The  etlects  of 
this  pestilence  were  well  known,  not  to  the  medical  gen- 
tlemen alone,  but  even  to  ministers  themselves.    Lord 

.  Mulgmve  commanded  a  corps  in  that  country,  in  the 
year  1794,  and  although  he  did  not  remain  long  there, 
yet  his  gallant  army  became  infected  with  the  disease,  and 

*  a  variety  of  deaths  arising  from  the  contagion  long  after 
they  l^ad  left  the  country.  The  divisions  of  the  army 
composing  the  expedition  now  in  question,  moreover  were 
sent  to  a  pestilential  climate  in  ^  pestilential  season,  and  it 
was  not  a  seasoned  army.  It  was  not  also,  till  after  it  had 
sailed,  that  it  was  discovered,  the  article  of  medicines  had 

'  not  been  sufficiently  attended  to ;  and  even  then,'  it  was 
not  till  after  3,000  men  had  actually  been  sei^T^ith  th» 
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disorder^  that  additional  medicines  were  sent  ont.  It  wa^ 
ifonnd  as  early  as  the  Slst  of  August  that  there  was  a  want 
of  medicines  and  of  medical  assistance.  Au  applicatioa 
was  accordingly  made  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  urging  assist^ 
ance  in  those  respects ;  and  bo  pressing  was  he  on  the  oc^ 
casion,  that  he  deprecated  even  the  delays  attending  tha 
navigation,  and  seqnested  that  a  fast -sailing  yckscI  might 
be  employed  in  bringing  them.  On  the  Sd  of  SepteoM^ 
ber,  Lord  Castlcreagn  received  a  letter  on  this  snojectj^ 
but  it  was  not  til)  the  3d  that  it  found  its  way  to  the  war« 
office.  C!olonel  Gordon  then  wrote  to  the  medical  boards 
but  from  the  Sd  to  the  5lh,  nothing  was  Actually  done^ 
though  the  assistance  required  should  have  been  sent  by 
express.  Mr.  M^I^y,  of  the  medical  board,  then  wrote 
to  Deal,  desiring  tonnage  to  bje  ready  to  convey  the  medi* 
cines  required ;  and  on  the  9(h,  a  letter  was  written  'from. 
Deal  to  Mr.  M^Leay,  staling,  that  there  was  plenty  of 
tonnage^  but  that  no  medical  men  had  arrived  to  make 
Use  ofit.  in  the  course  of  twelve  days  after  the  applicar . 
tion  was  made,  there  were  no  medical  men  but  one  staflt' 
aurgeon  and  three  hospital  mates  ready,  and  then  the  sick 
amofinled  to  8315.  xhese,  when  they  did  arrive,  two  of 
them  were  sent  to  inspect  the  state  of  the  diseased,  and  tl^ 
natdre  of  the  infection,  instesul  of  being  able  to  guard 
against  the  consequences,  $s  they  should  nave  been  pfi^ 
pared  to  do,  the  hospitals  were  then  filled  with  the  sick  ; 
and  those  polluted  with  the  disorder  who  did  not  take  it 
there,  were  afflicted  in  a  similar  manner  on  their  return  ta 
this  country.  I  cpme  now  to  the  last,  but  not  the  least  up^ 
teresting,  and  perhaps  the  most  important  part  of  tb^ 
case.  Knoi^g  that  there  were  already  on  the  8th  8ep« 
tomber,  8009  sick  at  Walcheren^  the  following  detaus 
from  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in  succession,  held  out  no  hope  of 
4ibatement.  The  force  rc^maining  fit  for  duty,  iu  tho 
event  of  an  attack,  rendered  the  defence  of  the  Island  ex- 
tremely precarious.  He  accordingly  writes,  asking  that 
the  blanxets,  and  other  warm  clothes  which  had  been  left 
behind  the  army  in  llngland,  sliould  be  sent  to  them* 
They  had  bcen*put  {ntoliospitals  without  roofs ;  and  ii 
they  had  not  met  with  supplies  from  the  sinogglers,  they 
must  actually  have  perished  without  medicine.  I  do.  not 
attribute  all  this  to  the  ministers,  but  to  that  miserable 
subdivision  of  offices,  having  no  contcoul  upon  each  other, 
but  all  of  which  ought  4o  be  under  the  cotttrofil  of  the 
Vol.  H.— 1810.  Q 
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'xVcir  minister.    It  was  particulaTly  the  duty  of  ministers, 
"  however,  to  have  been  vigilant  on  tlits  occasion,  when  they 
knew  how  divided  among  themselves,  and  how  inefficient 
*this  corps  actually  was.     It  was  their  duty  io  have  seen 
that  soldiers,  who  by  theii*  act  had  been  placed  in  this 
'situation  ;  who  by  their  act,  beyond  any  actunl  necessity, 
had  been  pl;iced  in  such  a  situation  of  peril,  were  not  left 
to  perish.     I  cannot  figure  any  excuse  for  sucli  gross  mis- 
'conduct.     I  can  conceive  no  excuse  but  this,  that  they 
themselves  were  at  the  time  in  a  similar  state  of  disiyiion. 
'I  ask  with  what  view  they  left  these  brave  men  to  perish 
down  to  the  I5th  October,  and  why  they  did  not  at  once' 
'destroy  the  fortifications,  and  remove  the  army,  the  mn-^ 
*ment  the  ulterior  object  was  found  io  be  impracticable. 
*If  ihey  talk  of  a  practicable  defence  of  WAlchen»n,  1,  an- 
swer, that  all  the.  opinions  and  evidence  on  that  point, 
shew  that  it  could  not  be  retained  without  a  force  of  20,00Q 
'or  50,000  men  ;  and  that  no  reliance  could  i)e  placed  on 
'*our  naval  defences,  in  such  a  situation.     All  those  ac- 
quainted with  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  know  that 
. Ve  could  not  depend  on  our  naval  defences  alope.     That 
for  three  months  of  the  year  the  fleet  must  go  into  Flush- 
'ing  :  that  the  enemv  can  easily  convert  their  schuyts  into 
'gun*bont«,  and  attack  our  fleet ;  and  it  is  also  well  known 
that  when  once  ships *^  into  one  branch  of  the  Scheldt  ■ 
they  cannot  easily  get  fnto  the  other.     >Ve  never  could 
think  of  establishing  that  as  a  station  of  defence,  without 
*nl>?o  ket^ping  there  a  naval  force  equal  Io  all* the  vessels, 
*and  all  the  meaos  of  the  enemy  ;  and  I  ask,  if  this  coun- 
*try  has  a  popidntion  equal  to  the  support  of  such  an  esta- 
Mishmenf,  If, there  ever  was  a  man  who  entertained  the 
'idea  ?    Bnt  when  min'stTs  knew  that  this  disease  existed, 
and  that  tlwre  was  noctiance  of  its  diminishing,  but  of  its 
'increasing,  ]  confess  myself  utterly  c^t  a  loss  to  conceive  on 
what  pnnciplcthey  could  redoncile  such  a  notion  to  their 
'nrmdi  ?     So  much  had  the  frtalady  increased,  that  at  last 
'General  Don  tells  you,  your  army  wa!^  completely  cut  up, 
and  that  there  was  the  greatest  apprehen^'on  thai  the  hos- 
pitals might  (all  into  the  hartds  of  the  enemy  should  ^ny 
'accident  befal  ^vour  naval  force.     I  ask,  why  were  the 
feelings  of  ministers  so  callous  io  the.  sufferinsrs  of 
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nrtny,  while  the  heart  of  every  other  Englishman  in  the 
kingdom  was  rung  with  their  sutferinffs  ?     Why  did 
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8tli  S^^tember,  (Icscribmg  tfacir  calamitoin  sifaalioo,  in^ 
filead  of  con8i«:ning  thein^to  the  same  deplorable, ifatc  till 
November  following  ?  'Livill  (ell  them  why.  It  was  not 
bSscause  they  were  anxious  at  the  time  for  the  retentido  of 
Walcheren,  bat  from  ^af)  eas^erness  t»  retain  their  oyrn 
offices.  The  heart-rending-  intelligence  as  to  the  state  of 
our  brave  army,  which- united  in  sympathy  and  feeling 
the  minda  of  every  other  man  in  the  country,  operated  on 
them  as  a  principle  of  dUanion,  serving  (o  them  as  tlia 
signal  to  commence  intestinei/euds-— 

Validas  in  viKcra  vertere  vires. 

The  noble  lord  proceeded  to  notice  (he  call  on  (his 
country  in  (he  letter  from  Mr.  Balhnrst,  for  continued  ' 
0{)eration^  whereas,  when  they  were  in  full  strena:th,  (here 
ivas  not  a  person  (6  be  found  in  tlioic  very  countries  we 
were  aiding,  who  would  throw  a  stone  in  our  .behalf* 
How,  (he  noble  lord  asked,  could  we  believe,  (hat  to  bring 
a  British  army  to  perish  in  Walcheren,  was  serving  the 
cause  of  Auhtria  ?  Such  an  offer  was  made  io  Austria  last 
t^rar,  and  (he  question  put  in  return  was,  "  Where,  is  this 
island  oF  Walclieren  ?"  It  was  not  in  Holland,  but  in  the 
North  of  Germany  (hat  we  could  have  made  any  tiling 
like  a  diversion..  He  had  gone  through  (he  prtncipiil 
parts  of  the  great  mass  of  evidence  which  had  been  ad- 
duced in  (he  inquiry  (o  this  expedition.  He  could  wish 
to  turn  away  his  eyes  from  a  campnien  planned  in  igno- 
rance, conduc(ed  in  impotence,  anJ  which  had  endt^  in 
immolating  some  (housands  of  (he  finest  troops  .of  (his 
coun(ry.  His  lordship  concluded  by  moving  (wo  diffcf 
rent  sets  of  resolutions —the  one  on  the  policy  and  conduct 
of  the  campaign,  the  other  on  the  retention  ot  Walchereri 
af(cr  the  uuerior  object  was  found  impracticable.  The 
noble  lord  being  exhausted,  the  resolutions  were  read  by 
Earl  Temple,  and  are  as  follow  : 

No.  I. 

That  on  the  !^'8tb  of  July  last,  and  subsequent  days, 
an  armament,  consisting  of  39,000  land  (brces,  S7  sail  of 
the  line,  2  ships  of  50,  5  of  44  guns,  V4  frig;i(es,  Jl 
sloops,  5  bomb  vessels,  )i8  gpi^-brigs^  billed  on  the  la(<e 
expedition  to  ihe  Scheldt,  having  for  its  objt'ct  the  cap- 
tureor  d^stuiction  of  the  enemy *«^b.ips,  cither  building^t 
Antwerp  or  Flushing,  or  afloat  on  the  Scheldt,  the  de-. 
^ruction  fit  the  arseti^^nd  (Jpck-yard^^  ajL  Antwerp^  Tqrtp' 
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Beaux  and  Flushing,  t6e  reduction  of  the  island  pf  WaU 
(cberen)  and  the  rendering,  if  poeaible,  the  Scheldt  no 
lopffernaiigable  for  ships  of  war. 

Sd,  That  Flushiug  surrendered  cfp  the  15th  of  Aug^s^^ 
!irliereby  the  reduction  of  the  island  of  Walcheren  was 
poropleted  ;  ^nd  that,  on  the  27th  of  August,  all  attempt 
upon  the  fleet  and  arsenals  of  the  enemy  at  Antfrerp  was^ 
Jby  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  lieutenant-generals,  de« 
{eured  to  be  impracticable,  and  was  abandoned. 

Sd,  That  the  destruction  pf  the  basin^  dock-yard,  ar« 
aeqal)  magazines,  and  nayal  storc-hopses,  of  the  town  of 
Flushing,  and  of  such  part  of  the  sea  defence?  as  it  was 
fi)und  proper  to  destroy,  having  been  effected  on  the  11th 
pf  Decemoer^  the  Island  of  Walcheren  was,  qu  the  S3d  of 
December,  evacuated  by  his  majesty's  forces,  and  the  es« 
podition  ended. 

4ib.  That  it  does  not  appear  \o  this  House,  that  the 
failure  of  ihe  Expedition  is  imputable  to  the  conduct  of  the 
arpfiy  or  the  navy  in  the  execution  of  their  instructionsi 
relative  to  the  military  and  naval  operations  iu  the 
Scheldt 

6th.  That  on  the  ISth  of  August  a  malignant  disorder 
fthewed  itself  amongst  his  majesty's  troops ;  and  that,  on 
the  8tli  of  iMfptcmbcT,  the  number  of  sick  amounted  tp 
upwards  of  10,9 18  men. 

6f  h.  Tha^  it  appears  by  the  report  of  the  physician  ap« 
pointed  to  investigate  the  nature  and  causes  of  the  malady 
to  which  his  niaj(.*&ty*s  troops  were  thus  exposed,  that  tbq 
disease  is  one  which  prevails  periodically  in  the  ibiands  pf 
iSealand,  and  is  of  peculiar  malignity  there,  find  whicb 
constantly  follows  a  law  pf  (season  appearing  towards  the 
end  of  summer,  becoming  more  severe  in  the  autumnal 
jnpnifhs^  dpdining  ^n  Oclpber,  and  nearly  ceasing  in  No* 
Vember.  That  perfect  recoveries  are  rare,  convalescence 
never  secure,  and  that  the  recurrence  of  fever  quickly  layf 
the  foundation  of  compliiitits  which  render  ftx  large  'pro« 
portion  of  the  sufferers  incilicient  for  future  pilitarjr  pur- 
poses. 

7th,  That  of  the  ^rmy  which  embarked  for  service  ii^ 
|he  Scheldt,  60  officers  and  S,QOO  men,  exclusive  of  those 
liU^  by  the  enemy,  had  died  before  the  1st  of  February 
last,  and  Ofi  thatday  217  oflicer;  and  11,S96  men^et^  re^ 
ported Wk.  •  ♦ 
-  9tb4  That-  the  expedtlion  \ti  thp  Scheldt  waa  A^der* 
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teken  under  circamstanoef  which  aflfbtd^d  no  mthmal  hope* 
of  adequate  sucoest,  and  at  the  precise  season  of  the  year 
nrhen  the  malignant  disease,  which  has  proved  so  fatal  to 
hh  niajesty*s  brave  troops,  was  known  to  be  motft  pieva* 
lent ;  and  that  the  advisers  of  this  iU*jud{ied  entchprise 
are,  in  the  opinion  of  this  hojise,  deepljr  fesponsible  tx 
the  heavy  calamities  with  nhich  its  iailure  nas  been  at« 
tended. 

No.  II.— *lst.  That  lieutenant-general  Sir  Ejre  Coote 
having,  on  the  9th  of  September,  been  left  in  the  com- 
mand.of  Walcheren,  with  aii  army  of  abont  19,000  men., 
did,  on  that  daj,  make  an  official  report  on  the  state  of 
th^  island,  the  extent  offeree  required  efiectually  to  guard 
it,  the  nature  and*  conditions  of  its  defences,  and  the  num« 
ber  of  men  then  sick  and  unfit  for  duty ;  representing  that 
after  such  his  exposition,  his  majesty's  ministers  would  be 
the  best  judges  of  the  propriety  or  possibility  of  keeping 
the  island  ;  and  adding^  that  the  advantages  must  be 
fffeat  indeed  which  could  compensate  the  loss  of  lives  and 
treasure  which  the  retention  must  necessarily  occasion. 

8d,  That  on  the  2Sd  of  September,  Sir  Eyre  Co6te  stat^^ 
ed  to  his  majesty's  ministers,  that  the  alarming  progress 
of  disease  was  such,  that  if  it  should  continue  in  the  samo 
proportion  for  three  weeks  fewer  (as  ha  added  there  was 
every  probability  that  it  wootd),  our  possession-  of  thf 
island  must  become  very  precarious. 

Sd,  That  ou  the  6th  of  October  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  after 
stating  that  the  pumberof  sick  was  increasing,  and  ihat  the 
effective  force  wa^  thereby  rendered  so  trivial,  as  to  make 
the  defence  of  the  island,  if  it  sbonld  be  attacked,  ex« 
tremely  precarious,  did  express  his  anxiety  to  be  informed 
of  the  intention;  of  his  majesty's  government  as  to  th^ 
future  state  of  Walcheren. 

4ili,  That  notwithstandii^  these,  and  many  other  prrii^ 
ing  representations,  in  the  alarming  conditit^p  of  th^ 
troops,  ami  the  danger  to  which  they  were  exposed^  hi) 
maji*sty  V  ministers  did  neglect  to  Come  to  any  decision ' 
imtil  the  4ih  of  November,  and  that  the  final  evacuatioa^ 
of  Walclieret)L  did  not  take  place  until  the  2Sd  of  I]b» 
ccmber. 

5th,  That  on  the  10th  of  September  fhe  ^^mlm  of 
sick  in  t)ie  Island  of  Walcheren  was,  exclusiM  of  offioersT 
6,938;  and  that  the  total  number  of  sick  embarked  for 
Sii^nd,bi«watfitho  l^oi  8ef(»mter  mad  «h«  1§A  of 


XaveT^ber^  was  li,199,  making  in  that  period  an  increase 
ol' biek  of  4,^68. 

6ibj  That  although  the  gfi?at  object  of  the  e^cpetlittpn 
bad  been  abandt>i]ed  as,unprHctic<ibic,  a  larsre  pri>portiah 
of  the  British  army  was  (without  any  unreui  or  defer- 
icyned  purpose  in  view,  or  any  prospect  of  national  acl* 
Tantagi^.  to  justify  such  a  hazard,  or  to  compensate  Michti 
sacrifice)  left  by  his  niMJcsty*8  ministers  lo  (he  imminent 
dasgor  of  attack  from  the  enemy,  and  exposaQ  during  a 
pcrio^l  of  more  than  three  months,  and  undtT  circ4im« 
stances  of  aggravated  hardship,  to  ihc  fatal  ravages  of  a 
diseasf,  wlirck  on  the  Sfst  of  August  had  been  officially, 
nnnounced  to  be  daily  increasing  to  a  most  alarming  de« 
gree.  "    ^  . 

7tli,.  That  such  the  conduct  of  bis  majesty's  advisers 
'  calls  for  the  severest  censiirc  of  this  houbc. 

Lord  Cmtlertu^h  then  rose,  and  expressed  his  hope, 
that  under  the  cixcnmstances  in  ^vhich  he  stood,  the  house 
woidd  f<;el  that  he  wns  called  upon  to  seize  the  earliest  op* 
portnnify  of,  explaining  the  grounds  on  which  thisexpc-, 
ilition  had  In^eri  undertaken.  From  the  nature  of  the  case, 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  compress  it  in  a  very  narrow 
cornpnNs;  and  he  besides  felt  the  pressure  of  a  personal 
il  I'in+lty  arising  from  (he  circumstaroc  that  much  of  the 
qu'  tioa  was  oi  a- professional  kind,  with  which  he  must 
bt  to  a  certain  dcffroe  embarrassed-  He  would,  however, 
oniienvonr  to  do  justice  to  his  view  of  the  subject,  tru^l- 
:!»g  to  the. recollection  of  the  house  for  the  evidence,  of. 
wliicl)  he  would  only  advert  to  the  principal  points.  He 
thanked  tlie  noble  lord  opposite  for  the  opportunity  he 
-bad  afibrdi^d  him  of  laying  (he  case  in  all  its  bearings, 
befoFit;^  thj^  Jiojuse  ,aud  the  public.  The  other  tribunal, 
niight  perhnps  have  been  more  competent  to  decide  on. 
IIm^  ,ex<tcatiou  of  (lie  purpo  es  of  the  expedition  ;  yet 
that  bpube  was  unquestionably  the  best  tribunal  to  exa« 
mine  into,  and  decide  upon,  the  general  rherits  of  the 
quchlion  ;  for  no  court  \^as  enviable  of  more  patient  inves« 
tigation,oF  of  distinguishing  the  real  nature  of  ^he  ca^e, 
and  separating  it  frooi  those  calumnies  with  which  it  had 
been  so  abundantly  connected.  Another  advantage  of 
this  mode  pf  investigation  was,  that  the  public  would 
never  have  iraplicidy  believed,  that  any  judge  advocate 
Would  have  anxiously  elicited  those  parts  of  the  subject 
>vbi<^  iva^^lili^d^uiwi  thl^gdceriunent*  He^e,  b^w^ 
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tf^Tj  it  liad  been  fully  aiitl  rigidly  examineii,' ftncV^l*^ 
house  woold  do  htm  the  josttoe  to  ottd,  thai  be  Jiad  uojt 
beeri'backi¥«rd  in  bringing  forward  every  itifornmtion  that' 
could  throw  light  upon  t£&  matter  in  issue*  Andtbottgii 
he  did  not  niean  to  cast  any  imput^ioo  on  the.gentlcjncn 
opposite,  of  unfair  conduct  in  tlie  pvosecution  ^f  the  h^ 
quirj,  he  might  be  permitted  to  say,  that  they  had  nc^ 
-so  completely  managed  the  advocate  in  the  juUgf^  as  to^ 
leave  any  thing  bearing  upop  this  questiouvor  that  might 
appear  to  bear  upon  it,  unprodaced.  /f  here,  wais  hardly  ^ 
any  point  connected  with  the  subject,  of  wliich  the  public  * 
was  not,  or  might  not  iiave  been  informed;  arid  it.  was 
remarkable  that  in  thewholecourseof  this  inquiry,  hardly 
any  question  had  been  prevented,  or  rcndereil  the  subject 
of  dispute  ;  so  t^at  he  might  consiiU'r  the  whole  conduct 
of  the  government  witlt-Tegard  to  this  operation,  as  having 
been  brought  to  a  fair,  full,  and  difficult  issue.  Having 
stated  <bis  much  as  to  <h'e  situation  in  which  the  siibjccc 
stood,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  hnd  bcon  brought  be- 
fore  the  public,  he  would  add,  that  4heffe' was  a  singxir 
larity  in  this  cose  that  distinguished' itirom  all  other  in^ 
qiiiries;  fur  the  house  was  calU'd  upon  todecide  not  prao* 
-ticalJy  whether  a  plan  which  h^vi  been  t)Ut  in  a  cotfrse  of 
execution  had  or  had  not  faih^d,  bnl  i^ijecaiatively,,  who- 
then  if  the  expedition  had  arrived  at  tiie  expected  period 
•at  its  previous  destination,  it  would  or  would  not  have  been 
sucoessTuT*  The  government  was  cilled  upon  fo  answer-^ 
not  for  an  expe(|ition  that  had  bren  tried  and  failed,  but 
for  one  that  had  iieilherb(*en  tried  nor  had  failed.  The  ob« 
servation  of  an  honourable  gentleman,  that  the  lion  of 
France  had  swept  us  off  with  his  tail,  or  sortie! hing  to 
that  effect,  was  altogether  misapplied.  It  was  not  •  the 
same  question,  whether  the  expedition  had  arrived  at  itsr-; 
previous  destination  eorty  or  lato  in  Antrnst ;  and  he  in* 
sistcd,*tlmt,  as  matters  lunicd  out,  the  ulterior  operations 
had  never  tiecn  tairly  brought  to  the  t(*.st.  (Hear,  hear!) 
•When  he  stated  this,  lie  hoped  it  would  not  bHimiigined, 
that  he  wished  to  evade  the  question,  or  that  he  was  un« 
willing  to  meet  it  on  any  grounds  that  gentleman  might 
choose  to  adopt.  (JJear,  hear!)  He  had  even  travelled  • 
out  of  his  way  to  produce  ariyuments-  against  himself, 
because  he  felt  that  govcrnmrnt  stood  in  this  business  on 
a  rock  not  to  be  shaken,  lie  then  called  Wiq  attention 
of  the  house  to  (he  writteu  military  opiuiona,  which  hoil 


11^         IMS  j».Amu AMBMAnV  AEeuxeE.  [ooit^ 

lieA  t6  nnich  diMit  upon.  Tliere  urere  five  military  opi« 
iiions  Md  one  naval  optnioR,  which  had  baen  ooosiderad 
«8  eztrefliely  umfitvaiiTable  to  the  undertaking  ^  the  ex-^ 
padttion.  He  bad  been  aiked  in  hia  plaeey  what  bad 
oeen  his  opinion  of  the  general  conaplexion  of  these  pa/* 
perS)  ai>d  lie  bad  stated  the  reasdn  ^rby  he  had  declined 
to  answer  that  qnestion  at  that  time.  He  bad  no  inten* 
tton  to  orade  it,  bot  had  only  declined  answering  till  he 
bad  an  opportunity  of  entering  upon  such  explanations  as. 
the  natore  of  the  subjeotdemanded.  And  here  he  would 
candidly  confess,  and  would  afterwards  give  the  necessary 
explanation,  that  bad  it  not  been  for  a  cifcumstance  to 
which  he.wonid  in  its  proper  place  advert,  he  would  not 
have  called  for  these  military  opinions  at  all.  The  qoea^ 
tion  mast  rest  on  geneml  gronnds  of  expediency^  and  ha 
argued  that  government  was  not  obliged  to  produca 
^written  military  opinions  in  favoor  of  the  expeditions 
which  it  might  judge  proper  to  undertake ;  and  he  did 
not  know  that  be  ooold  have  laid  on  tfie  table  written 
^military  opinions  on  any  other  expedition  in  which. he 
*h^d  been  conoemed.  He  would  now  state  his  reasona 
-why  he  did  not  think  these  written  opinions  essential. 
The  house  would  obser^,  thai  the  generals  made  a  dis- 
tinction between  their  formal  written  Clintons  and  such 
as  th^y  might  have  given  in  tlie  course  of  conversation. 
If  the  object  were  to  throw  the  responsibility  on  the  ot&^ 
cers,  the  wav  would  be  to  call  ftir  opinions  on  papers ; 
but  if  the  object  wa6  merely  to  gain  inrotmation,  then  the 
best  mode  wonid  be  to  take  the  opinions  of  generals  in 
conversation.  Government  had  the  opportunity  of  as- 
qortaining  the  opinions  of  Lord  Chatham  and  others  iii 
th^  most  advantngcous  way.  If  you  wanted  a  formal 
opinion,  you  must  state  a  dry  ease^  in  which  it  would 
be  imposfitbic  to  introduce  all  the  circnmslances  weighing 
on  (he  minds  of  govei nmenf,  and  therefore  what  would  be 
its  value  after  you  had  gut  it  ?  The  house. must  see  that 
in  practice  of  government  it  was  utterly  impossible  always 
to  act  upon  formal  opinions  of  this  kind^  and  he  would 
now  sinte  why  he  called  for  these  opinions  at  nil  in  the 
present  instance.  It  had  never  been  his  intention  to  throw 
the  n*sponslbility  upon  the  generakf  U»ough  he  certainly 
had  a  variety  of  consultations  with  military  and  naval 
men  for  weeks  before  the  expedition  had  been  decided 
upon.    Some  of  them  were  mistaken  when  they  thought^ 
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as  they  stated,  that  the  expedition  had  bten  dN^ided  ttpcm 
previoQs  to  the  consultations  with  them.  -No^  decision 
took  place  till  the  monlh  of  June,  as  he  had  stated  in 
bis  evidence.  He  took  his  majesty's  pleasure  on  the  14th 
of  June,  reserving  the  question  of  the  landing  at  Satit* 
vliet,  which  was  decided  by  the  admiralty  on  the  i9Ui| 
and  the  whole  had  not  been  settled  till  the  Slst.  There 
were  two  modes  of  operation  under  consideration  ;  the 
one  across  the  continent  by  Ostend,  the  other  by  the 
Scheldt.  That  by  the  Scheldt  was  considered  as  Yetj 
clifficult  by  the  admiralty,  though  the  difficulty  diroi« 
niched  as  the  point  was  more  carefully  examined ;  and 
the  other  was  considered  as  much  more  difficult  by  the 
army.  He  certainly  was  of  opinion  that  the  operation 
by  Ostend  was  the  most  difficult ;  but  at  the  same  time^ 
as  this  was  a  matter  of  some  doubt,  he  had  called  foe ' 
these  written  opinions,  and  he  was  happy  that  he  had 
them  to  produce,  because  they  proved  that  ministers  had 
not  undertaken  this  expedition  with  all  that  ignorance  of 
the  difficulties  id  be  eocountered,  which  some  had  laid  to 
their  charge  But,  though  for  the  reason  stated^  ^e  had 
called  for  these  opinions  on  this  occasion,  he  put  it  to 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Windham) 
whether  in  the  practice  of  government  it  was  always  held 
necessary  to  call  for  such  military  opinions,  and  consider 
them  as  the  sole  ground  of  determination,  with  regard  to 
the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  military  expeditions  i 
Such  opinions  would  form  no  justification  of  bad  mea« 
sures.  '  The  right  honoumble  gentleman  was  a  generous 
opponent,  and  bad  proved  that  he  could  do  justice  to  the 
triumphs  of  the  country,  even  when  they  had  not  fallen 
into  bis  own  bands.  He  would  ask  him,  whether  he  acted, 
on  such  military  opinions  in  the  expedition  which  he  had 
^nt  to  South  America  ?  He  had  certainly  found  no  such 
opinions  in  the  office.  He  did  not  mention  this  as  a  jus- 
tificatioki  of  himself ;  but  it  proved  at  least  that  he  waa 
not  to  be  quite  borne  down  from  the  want  of  military  opi«» 
nions  in  favour  of  the  expedition.  He,  had  been  influ* 
enced  by  the  opinions  of  the  general  officers,  in  the  sense 
in  which  be  understood  them  to  have  been  given ;  but  he. 
argued  against  the  principle,  that  government  was  at  all 
times  i6  be  guided  by  such  formal  opinitms^  which  were 
often  necessarily  given  on  narrow  grounds.  He  likewise 
contended,  tl^at  it  was  qqt  the  dufy  of  government  to.  be 
Vol.  II-— 181Q.  R 
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arquainfed  with  all  the  minute  diflScoUies  ivhicfa  an  ex^ 
peditioD  was  always  liable  to  encounter.  He  asked  tht 
yi^ht  honourable  gentleman  opposite,  whether  he  bad  a 
plan  of  the  arsenal  at  .Constantinople  ?  To  gire  an  in* 
stauce  of  (be  considerations  by  which  he  conceived  go«i 
vernmeiits  should  be  actuated  in  these  cases,  he  had  ad* 
verted  to  <be  Kochfort  expedition^  undertaken  under  the 
ffreat  Lord  Chatham,  which,  lie  asserted,  closely  resem- 
Bled  the  expedition  to  the  Scheldt.  The  house  would 
observe  that  the  parliament  of  that  day  thought  very  dif- 
ferently from  the  gentlemen  opposite; — for  though  the 
expedition  failed,  Lord  Chatham  was  warmly  apploiodedb 
««*-He  read  some  passages  from  the  instructions  in  ord«f 
to  shew  what  had  been  the  ideas  of  Lord  Chatbato  with 
jre^^pect  to  military  opinions  on  expeditions  of  this  kind, 
mnd  his  sense  of  the  duties  of  government  in  undeiiaking 
them.  In  almost  every  sentence  of  those  instructions  tba 
word  practicable  occurred.  The  commanders  were  ordered* 
to  execute  a  variety^of  purposes  as  far  as,  upon  examina* 
tion,  they  should  be  found  practiaMe.  He  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  determine  upon  every  minute  particular  at 
borne.  He  gave  general  instructions,  leaving  much  to  the 
discretion  of  the  officers,  who  were  to  act  upon  them  as  cirw 
cumstances  should  permit.  $ir  John  Mordaunt,  who 
commanded  the  expedition,  did  not  sail  with  a  decided 
opinion  of  its  practicability,  and  wrote  a  letter  stating  the 
difficulties,  and  asking  for  more  minute  instructions. 
The  answer  of  Lord  Chatham  was,  that  the  commander 
and  the  other  officers  should  judge  according  to  cir* 
cumstances,  as  his  majesty  held  it  to  be  piejudicial  i» 
his  service  to  give  strict  directions  with  respect  to  opera* 
tions  of  the  contingencies  of  •  which  he  could  not  be 
aware.  (Hear^hearl)  These  expositions  must  than  de* 
pend  upon  a  broad  view  of  advantages  and  disadvantages, 
which  it  belonged  to  statesmen  and  not  military  men  to 
calculate  and  baflance.  The  expedition  therefore  must  be 
justified  on  the  rationale  of  the  case,  and  not  upon  mili* 
tary  authorities.    This  was  his  view  of  the  subject. 

Having  premised  this  much  as  to  the  nature  of  tbe  in* 
fluence  wh^ch  «uch  opinions  ought  to  have  with  govern- 
ments, he  entered  upon  the  examination  of  the  written 
opinions  on  the  table.  There  were  two  opinions  which 
certaifilv  appeared  to  discourage  the  undertaking,  he  meant 
those  of  tbe  commander-in»chief  and  of  Colon^  Goidon, 
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hil  be  never  understood  that  thejr  intended  positively  to 
state,  that  the  operation  was  either  impracticable  or  iin« 
poKtc.  If  they  had,  they  woald,  no  doubt,  have  protested 
against  it.      The  commander-in-chief  stated,  that  this 
would  lie  an  enterprize  of  great  risk — and  the  risk,  in  bis 
oontemplafion,  arose  from  the  facility  with  which  the 
French  might  bring  forces  together  to  oppose  it  from: 
^i^aHlous  quarters,  and  in  a  short  time.  Now  tnis  depended 
on  the  information  possessed  by  governmc  t,  and  he- 
longed  to  another  part  of  the  argitment-^and  therefore 
tbe  fact  was,  that  the  commander  in-chief  only  gave  a 
cobdittcMial  opinion.    As  to  Colonel  Grordon,  no  one  conld 
hold  tbe  judgment  and  ability  of  that  officer  in  higher 
estimation  than  he  did  ;  but  when  Colonel  Gordon  stated 
that  tbeoperation  would  be  one  of  extreme  hazard,  it  was 
neoessary  to  examine  to  what  circumstance  he  applied 
ttlcse  expressions.  '  He  had  a  peculiar  pian  in  contempla* 
tion  at  the  time,  namely,  that  the  gnn-bo{its  should  push 
up  the  river  immediately,  towing  launches  with  troops^ 
for  the  purpose  of' storming  the  town;   and  he  agreed 
with  Colonel  Gordon,  that  this  would  be  a  desperate  en- 
terprise, and,  as  appeared  upon  the  evidence,  impracti- 
cable. ■  But  the  plai^  which  was  in  the  contemplation  of 
ColoBel  Gordon  at  the  time  he  gave  his  opinion,  was  not 
that  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  government.    If  he 
had  applied  the^easoning  to  other  plans,  he  would  have 
the  ofrinions  of  Lord  Cnalham  and  General  Brownrigg, 
and  even  of  Sir  John  Hope  against  him  ;  for  they  thought 
they  might  have  got  to  Antwerp  if  they  had  been  able  to 
land  on  the  Continent  eariy  in  August.    As  to  the  other 
opinions,  the^expeilition  had  been  encouraged  by  thenl 
as  a  diversion  in  favour  of  Austria ;  and  some  of  them 
even  went  the  length  of  supportihg  the  idea  of  acotfp-dis« 
ffim'it,  though  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
precise  meaning  of  the  words,  which  he  took  in  a  larger 
sense  than  the  gentlemen  d)pposite  seemed  willing  to  assign 
to  it.  These  were  the  general  grounds  on  which  he  did  not 
think  the  military  opinions  binding  on  the  government ; 
and  now  he  would  proceed  to  state  initly  the  grounds  on 
which  they  had  act^d.    He  would  maintain  that  they 
Wer^  hot  only  justified  in  sending  out  the  expedition,  for 
he  would  not  rest  solely  on  that,  but  that  tlu'v  were  bound 
in  doty  to  make  the  experiment.     He  would  not  argue, 
however^oa  tbe  narrow  grounds  which  had  been  taken  hf 


IM  THB  PABLIAlffeHTARY   BB018TER.  [CQH. 

the  noble  lord  opposite.  Antwerp  was  unquestionably  a 
l^ieat  object  of  the  expeditiop,  but  it  was  not  the  sole  ob* 
ject*  l*bere  were  others  to  which  be  would  presently  ad« 
yert.  But  he  wished  first  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  one  or  two  very  material  circumstances.  It  had  beea 
proved  by  the  inouiry,  that  goyernraent  could  not  have 
■eat  out  the  ez^ition  at  an  earlier  period,  ft  had  also 
been  ascertained,  that  there  was  no  other  service  which 
could  have  been  put  in  competition  with  this.  And  he 
would  ask,  whether  a  great  proportion  of  the  disapprobation 
of  this  expedition  did  not  arise  from  two  opinions  very 
extensively  prevalent  in  the  country  ?  1st,  That  by  this 
oppration  government  had  turned  their  backs  on  the  Pe- 
ninsula; and,  9d,  That  in  the  pursuit  of  selfish  objects, 
they  had  neglected  the  North  of  Germany,  where  it  was 
imagined  such  armament  might  have  been  of  essential 
service  io  the  general  cause.  He  had  felt  it  his  duty  to 
bring  before  the  house  the  demands  of  Austria  as  far  as 
be  could  do  so  in  consistency  with  the  public  service,  in 
Oifder  io  shew  how  far  they  could  have  been  complied 
with.  lie  had  been  excessively  anxious  to  do  this,  to 
shew  that  government  Iiad  not  solely  attended  to  selfish, 
objects,  but  had  acted  on. the  principle  of  keeping  the 
general  cause  as  much  or  more  in  view  than  our  own  im- 
mediate interests ;  ^and  he  had  been  the  more  anxious^ 
because  an  injurious  impression  had  gone  abroad  against 
the  government,  from  an  idea  that  they  had  injured  the 
general  cause  by  a  culpable  neglect  of  the  Peninsula  and 
the  North  of  Germany.  He  hoped  the  public  would  not 
allow  itself  to  be  a^in  drawn  aside  by  the  magnificent 
projects  of  those  military  and  literary  gentlemen,  whicb 
they  stated  as  easy  of  execution,  witbout  at  all  consider- 
ing the  means  in  the  hands  of  government.  Another 
thing  of  which  they  were  now  clear  from  the  imputation 
was,  the  sending  out  an  imperfect  and  ill-provided  arma- 
ment. As  to  the  motives  which  actuated  the  government 
in  sending  out  thb  expedition,  he  and  his  colleagues  had 
entered  largely  into  the  views  of  advantages  and  disad- 
Tantages.  They  were  anxious  to  employ  the  armament^ 
not  so  much  for  any  narrow  interests  of  this  country,  aa< 
jTor  the  advantage  of  the  general  cause.  This  was  the 
only  way,  however,  in  whicli  it  could  be  employed.  In 
'Opposition  to  the  noble  lord  opposite,  he  argued  that  it 
ma  created  a  diversion  in  favour  of  Austria.    In  inquir- 
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ing  ifito  the  policj  of  the  expedition^  the  house  would 
consider  the  time  it  had  been  decided  on,  and  the  extent 
of  thii  armament,  which  consisted  of  aboat  40|000  effec- 
tive soldiers.  Four  days  before  thev  took  the  pfeasore  of 
his  majesty  on  fhis  enterprizc,  they  heard  of  the  battle  of 
Aspern*  ivhich  had  l)een  foujgrht  with  about  75,000  mea  * 
on  the  side  of  the  Austrians,  and  about  100,000  on  tlM» 
part  of  the  French,  and  in  that  battle  the  French  lost  little 
short  of  fifty  thousand  men.  When  the  fate  of  the  world 
was  in  this  manner  contended  for,^  would  they  hare  beea 
justified  in  Idokini;  on  inactive  and  indifferent  j  Ou^fat 
they  to  have  con.sidered  40,000  British  soldiers  as  so  little 
worth,  that  they  should  leave  Austria  to  contend  alone 
without  this  diversion  in  her  favour  ?  France  had  drained 
ot  troops  the  country  about  Antwerp,  both  before  and 
after  the  battle  of  Aspern ;  and  were  we  to  make  no  effort 
under  all  these  circumstances  ?  They  had  heard  of  the 
armistice  only  a  day  or  two  before  the  expedition  sailed; 
but  there  was  enp>igh  of  British  object  to  render  it  an  ex« 
pedient  operation  independent  of  the  diversion  in  favour 
of  Austria ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  had  a  consi« 
derable  influence  on  the  subsequent  events  on  the  continent. 
It  had  beeu  said,  that  no  troops  had  been  brought  fironi 
the  Danube  to  oppose  this  expedition.  But  if  troops  were 
detained  by  it  at  Antwerp,  which  would  otherwise  have 
gone  to  the  Danube,  the  diversion  was  as  complete  as  if 
troops  bad  been  brought  from  the  seat  of  war.  The 
oiemy  were  afraid  at  that  time  of  a  general  rising  in  the 
North  of  Germany ;  but  it  would  be  asked,  why  had  not  the 
expedition  been  sent  to  that  quarter  ?  In  the  first  pla£c, 
gpvernmcnt  had  not  the  means  of  sending  them  there, 
and  it  would  have  been  cruel  in  the  highest  degree  ti 
have  encouraged  an  effort  .there  which  you  had  not  the 
means  of  supporting.  However  cheap  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  held  this  armament,  the  enemy  had  ordered 
the  evacuation  of  four  fortresses  in  the  Prussian  territory 
with  a  view  to  act  on  the  side  of  Antwerp.  They  had 
likewise  called  troops  from  the  Rhine ;  a  very  small  num* 
ber  indeed,  but  so  much  the  better  fbr  his  argument,  be« 
cause  this  proved  how  small  a  force  the  enemy  had  in  that 
Quarter.  That  the  armament  did  produce  a  diversion  in 
ravourof  Austria,  he  thought  a  point  too  plain  to  admit 
of  dispute.  The  disposition  of  government  always  had 
been  to  attend  particiUarly  to  the  general  cause  -,  and  if 
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Iliat  ftnd  any  partial  interest  of  th%  country  had  corae 
into  competition,  they  would  without  hesitation  have  de« 
*  cided  in  favour  of  the  former*  That  the  destruction  of 
the  naval  strength  of  the  enemy  in  the  Scheldt,  was  hbw« 
eVer  a  great  object  with  his  majesty's  government  it 
would  be  absurd  to  deny  ;  and  that  aUe  and  experienced 
officer,  Commodore  Owen,  had  proved  how  desirable  it 
was  with  a  view  to  the  security  of  this  country  to  effett 
that  object.  He  had  stated,  that  of  all  (he  points  of  th^ 
enemy  the  greatest  danger  was  from  Flushing,  connected 
with  the  naval  arsenal  in  the  Scheldt.  Bnt  another  mode 
of  arguing  had  been  adopted  by  the  noble  lord  on  iM 
other  side.  They  (the  minkters)  vi^ere  not  to  be  allowed 
the  benefit  of  calculating  upon  any  military  chances  in 
their  favour.  They  were  called  upon  to  shew  that  they 
bad  strong  grounds  for  expecting  success,  upon  the  sup^ 
position  of  the  extremity  of  defence  on*  the  part  of  the 
enemy.  Every  thing  was  held  to  be  In  the  highest  stat^ 
of  preparation  oh  the  part  of  the  enemy,  and  it  was  pre« 
snmeu  to  be  impossible  that  he  could  be  subject  to  apy 
adverse  chances,  and  all  this  being  taken  for  granted; 
the  government  was  called  upon  to  prove  that  they  had 
under  all  this  disadvantage  tlie  strongest  ground  to  ex^ 
pect  complete  success.  If  an  estate  were  to  be  sold,  and 
the  title  deeds  laid  before  tliese  learned  gentlemen,  they 
would  say  the  deeds  were  bad,  and  then  go  and  purchase 
the  estate  the  next  morning.  (A  lau^.)  In  military  and 
karned  matters  they  would  find  military  and  learned  an* 
swers,  but  still  their  opinions  could  not  be  entirely  d^' 
pended  upon  by  the  house. 

The  conquest  of  Walcheren  had  been  represented  ai 
in  no  way  necesary  to  the  ulterior  objects  of  the  expc* 
dition  ;  but  he  wished  to  know  if  that  object,  considered 
as  a  secondary  one,  could  be  looked  upon  as  contempt^* 
ible,  which  involved  in  its  conquest  the  reduction  of 
Flushing.  The  reduction  of  Flushing  was  of  itself  an 
object  of  no  considerable  consequence.  With  respect  to 
that  most  important  part  of  the  inquiry  which  related  to 
the  medical  department,  he  was  the  less  anxious  to  lay 
any  great  stress  upon  that  head,  as  it  was  hereafter  likely 
to  become  a  subject  of  distinct  public  a'nim.adversion ; 
as  far,  however,  as  related  to  the  unhealthy  nature  of  the 
Island  itself,  he  did  not  deny^  that  the  government  were 
-apprized  that  Walcheren  was  unhealthy^  but  he  never 
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knew,  (bat  with  respect  to  projected  ooaquests  in  un« 
healthy  climates,  that  Ba  national  considerations  could 
by  any  possibility  exist,  in  which  the  carrying  such  pro* 
jec^  into  execution  could  be  justifiable.  He  knew  not 
ypon  what  militant  (easoning  the  goyernment  could  be 
justly  charged  with  committing  the  safety  of  an  array  in 
this  attempt,  to  compaBS  such  an  enterprise.  It  was 
nQtorjous,  that  in  a  very  fair  portion  of  our  history,  in 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  that  Flushing,  Walcheren,  Grill, 
^and  some  other  of  the  Dutch  islands  were  held  by  the 
coyernment  of  lhi»  country  for  .the  space  of  thirty  years* 
NeitJier  could  they  have  forgotten,  that  at  so  late  a  pe« 
ripd  as  the  year  1794,  this  country  had  given  practical 
proof  of  her  designs  upon  those  islands.  The  truth  was, 
that  the  reduction  of  Walcheren  had  been  long  under 
thecontemplation  of  successive  governments.  (Heofj  heart 
from  the  opposition  bewJie's^  which  were  answered  a$ 
loiiilj/  from  the  mhriiieiiid*)  He  denied  that  there  was 
sufficient  grounds  for  believing  that  those  plans  had  been 

iuccessively  abandoned,  raereiy  on  account  of  Uie  un« 
lealthy  character  of  the  island.     Nor  did  be  think  it  fair 
io  argue  ,the  broad  question  of  the  practicability  of  the 
expedition,  upon  the  mere  ground  of  medical  inexpedv- 
•ncy.  Besides,  admitting  trc  acknowledged  unhealthinesa 
of  Walcheren,  was  it  to  follow,  that  the  whole  of  the 
army  bad  been  committed,  when  it  was  in  evidence  that . 
^  the  country  about  Antwerp  was  one  of  the  wholesoroest 
'  countries  in  Europe  I    This  came  out  in  the  evidence  of 
General  Brownri^g ;  therefore,. whUe  he  admitted  the  par* 
tial  risk  as  to  Walcheren,  he  denied  that  the  planners  of 
that  expedition  were  chargeable  with  the  speculative  un« 
healthiness  of  the  whole  army — \o  say  nothing  of  the  ex^. 
pectation.  they  had  with  such  justice  entertained  of  their 
being  able  to  strike  a  blow  against  the  enemy's  ships 
before  they  had  time  to  get  up  into]  the  narrow  part  of 
the  Scheldt.    There  were  rational  hopes  that,  if  the  wind 
had  been  favourable  to  forward  the  advance  of  our  squa^* 
dron,  we  might  have  got  possession  of  the  ships  before 
they  got  up  to  Lillo  or  Liefkenshoeck.    But  he  now  came 
to  the  most  iinportsLi^t  qucstioa^  which  was,  whether,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  advantages  to  be 
expected  from  the  success  of  the  expedition  were  of  a  na- 
ture to  compensate  for  all  the  military  risk  encountered 
ia  our  attempt  to  carry  into  elfect  the  objects  of  that  ex« 
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pedition.     He  thonght  this  should  be  the  main  ground 
tipoD  which  they  should  bottom  both  the  defence  of  I  he 
measure,  and  the  objections  that  Miere  to  be  urged  asainst 
it ;  now  what,  he  wou)d  ask,  were  the  risks  that  had  been, 
run  ?    Why,  first  that  respecting  the  heaUh  of  the  army, 
and  here  it  was  to  beremembered  that  the  sickness  waa 
iniicb  greater  than  had  been  calculatecf  upon  by  the  me- 
dical opinions  to  which  the  government  had  resorted ; 
besides  this  risk  was  in  fairness  to  be  confined  to  that  part 
of  the  armament  to  be  employed  ia  efiecting  the  reaucr 
lion  of  Walcberen,  at  least,  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  the  government  in  planning  the  expedition  was  to 
liave  culculafed  upon  greater  risks  in  this  respect.     Now, 
the  next  risk  to  be  considered  w^s  that  respecting  the  ex*    . 
pense ;  and  here  he  was  glad  to  be  enabled  to  call  for  the 
sanction  of  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  other  side ; 
they  could  not,  who  were  such  warm  friends  to  national 
economy,  find  any  just  grounds  for  censure  with  respect 
to  the  article  of  expenditure.     Whatever  objections  the 
expedition,  either  in  policy  or  conduct,  was  subject  to, 
it  was  certainly  not  liable  to  the  objection  of  unnecessary 
and  extra vi^nt  expense/  The  city  of  London,  in  the 
warmth  of  their  indignation,  charged  the  government 
with  scandalous  waste  of  the  public  money,  to  the  amount 
of  no  less  a  sum  than  fifteen  millions  sterling.    (A  laitgh.) 
This  enormous  charge  had,  however,  since  subsidecl,  td 
the  reduced  accusation  of  wasting  five  or  six  millions 
only.    {A laugh.)    But  unfortunately  it  did  so  happen^ 
that  the  whole  exjSenses  fell  short  of  one  million.     He 
conld  not  state  the  exact  numerical  sum  ;  but  he  conld 
distinctly  affirm,  that  the  diiForence  between  the  expenses 
cieated  by  the  expedition,  and  those  of  supporting  the 
armj'  at  home,  could  not  be  found  to  amount  to  a  million 
sterling.    He  pledged  himself,  that,  on  the  fullest  calcu«  . 

latiun,  they  could  not  bring  it  up  to  one  million.    And  I 

indeed  if  gentlemen*  instead  of  judging  of  it  in  that  whole- 
sale  way,  had  examined  into  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  expedition,  they  must  have  Ibund  that  the  expense 
must  neeessarily  have  been  comparatively  small,  for  the* 
navy  bad  been  employed  in  conveying  the  troops,  and 
they  had  a  large  military  establishment,  that  could  not 
have  been  paid  ofi^,  though  remaining  unemployed.  The 
next  risk  to  which  he  should  advert,  was  that  of  the  roi« 
litary  risk  generally  speaking ;  and  under  tl|is  head  tbo 
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the  JSrst  point  to4^onsider  was  the  nature  of  the  Irfibrmatioii 
receiYed  by  the  gOTernment,  and  haw  fiir  they  were  jas« 
tified  in  giving  credit  to  it,  and  in  acting  npon  iti    And 
here  he  wonld  beg  1ea?e  to  state,  as  a  general  proposiiioD, 
that  BO  far  from  Ihe  goTernnient  being  justly  chargeable 
with  the  want  of  information,  with  having  embarked  a 
large  army  without  the  necessary  information,  that  it  did 
appear  from  the  •efldence  before  them,  that- the  goYerii>« 
vnent  bad  been  actually  in  possession  of  peculiar^  great 
information.     He  would  sUlte  what  description  of  inform 
mation — it  amounted  in  substanoe to  this;  that  the  go* 
vcrnment  did  know  in  what  state  the  enemy's  force  were 
at  a  given  petiod,  and  that  period  too  not  extremely 
^lemote.     To  the  information  generally,  he  concurred  in 
applying  the  observation  of  Sir  John  Hof^e,  that,  as  far 
as  t!)at  information  respected  the  exact  number  of  the 
enemy'b  force,  it  generally  proved,  and  might  naturally 
be  expected  to  prove^  extremely  loose.     He  said  that,  as 
to  numbers,  he  would  not  rely  upon  such  information^ 
unless  confirmed  by  other  cir.cnmstances.     The  official 
document  of  tlie  first  of  Se^pteinber,  1809,  was,  as  far'  as 
it  went^  matter  containing  information  that  might  be  re^ 
lied  on*    It  appeared  from  that  documeiii  that  the  Frencfi 
array  were  di&tribuicd  along  the  bunks  of  the  Danu2>e;> 
af^er  they  had  beaten  brick  the  Archduke  at  Itatisbon 
the  French  swept  the  Low  Countries.     The  Nethertands 
had  been  drained  of  all  their  military  fi»rce.     He  would, 
tlien  suppose  thai  at  this  juncture  our  army  having «ar«« 
rived  at  Fort  Bati  ;,  they  would  takh  into  cousideratioa 
the  state  of  the  enemy's  force,  as  appeared  from   ihe  qua* 
tc.r-masler-generars  account,  in  his  letter  to  the  general 
officers  of  the  S6th  of  Aus^ust,  it  was  believed  that  tfao* 
cantoned  forces  between  Ber^en-op- Zoom  and  Antwerp^ 
was  the  largest  division  of  the  strength  of  ihp«i»eini)r  in; 
those  forts — that  force  <lid  not  i*%cet^\  15,0(0  racnj,,  and' 
the  tptal  did, not  ^o  l)cyond  80,<'00;  but  tills  fonctr^n- 
eluded  the  crews  of  the  enemy's  ship^,  the  artfzan^^'.jcc.; 
Here  then,  in  taking  the  hvest  period,  he  was  .uking  u^ 
the  ground  most  hostile  to  his  own  argument,  v^hich  pre«^ 
supposed  more  favourable  circumstances  Uia^n  those  thdt 
hud   occurred  by  that  period;  if  hotvever,  the  crews  of 
the  enemy's  ships  were  included  in  the  S(),(XiO,  hopre* 
sumcd  that  it  was  but  fuir  thatsthe  seamen  of  ouruavy 
should  also  bo  counted^  which,  with  ou£  army^  would 
Vol.  1L— 1810.  S 
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giTe  a  total  force  amoontihg  to  no  less  than  43,000  men^ 
taking  credit  for  our  naval  force.    He  did  not  ask  the 
house  what  must  hare  been  the  result  of  such  an  meqnal 
contest;  but  he  would  state  it  as  his  conviction,  that 
10,000  British  troops  would  have  beat  tbe  arrav  then  in 
Holland^  if  the  latter  had  come  out  to  meet  them ;  for 
lie  denied  that  the  array  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter,  at 
that  period,  could  be  justly  called  an  eiective  regular 
military  force;  he  would  not  d^rade  the  military  cha* 
racter  of  tliis  country,  that  there  could  be  a  doubt  of  tbe 
result  of  an  engagement  between  both*.    He  did  not  pre* 
tend  to  'the  foresight  of  those  who  would  have  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  manner  in  which  any  battle  should   bt 
fought,  before  the  hostile  parties   had  come  upon  thf 
ground.  He  knew  not  of  any  way  of  cluing  at  such  antici- 
pation of  military  dispositions  ready  cut  and  dry,  and 
•uited  for  any,  the  most  unforeseen  occasion.     We  knew 
that  it  was  at  first  a  very  general  opinion  that  the  ser* 
vice  was  merely  a  land  service,  and  did  not  adroit  of 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  navy.    It  had  however, 
fo  happened,  that  there  was  no  one  truth  that  was  proved 
in  evidence  more  distinctly  established  than  that  of  the 
service  being  a  conjoint  onci  and  the  whole  armament  a 
cooperative  force  of  the  army  and  navy.    What  had 
been  th^  evidence  of  Sir  Richard  Keats  ?    He  said  that 
he  was  instructed  to  co-operate  with  Sir  John  Hope  in. 
proceeding  up  the  East  Scheldt.    The  cvidenre  ot  Cap* 
lain  Owen  al&o  proved  it ;  as  did  likewise  that  of  General 
Brownrigff.    But  with  respect  to  the  ulterior  objects  of 
the  expedition,  some  wero  disponed  to  think  that  govern- 
ment had  hcifeipisd  an  absurd  credulity,  in  being  led  by 
Any  infoniation  to  believe  that  Antwerp  might  Ix  taken 
by  a  roifp  de  main.*  He  coukt  only' say, ^at  the  govern^' 
inent  had  received  moke  infornmiuffli  as  to  tbe  compara- 
tively defenceless  state  of  Antwerp,  than  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten  they  were  ev^~  furnished  with.    General  Brpwn- 
ngg,«an  officer  wlid  gate  bis  evidence  ina^inanner  that^ 
did  equal  honour  to  himself  aqd  his  professiOAy  bad  seen 
the  works  of  Antwerp,  bad  been  in  Antwerp  in  the  year 
1794.    General  firoHurig^  thought  that  if  the  rampart 
had  been  assailable, *we  might  have  taken  Antwerp  with« 
out  establishing  batteries  against  it,  or  without  bombard* 
|ngit.    He  thought  too  that  it  wassoassaihible,  froi4 
the  state  in  which  he  saw  it  in  1794,  and  fiobi  having 
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heard  that  nothing  ^nce  that  P^iod  had  been  done  to  it. 
Biit  he  would  ask  the  house  if  it  was  |thougbt  io  be  at  all 
^mes  necessary  that  government  should  be  in  possession 
of  accurate  information  of  the  state  of  the  fortifications 
of  any  citadel  or  place,  which  it  sends  out  an  array  to 
reduce  ?  Were  government  in  jposaession  of  the  nature 
of  the  fortifications  of  Bloote  video,  when  Sir  Samuel 
Auchmuty  was  sent  out  iq  attack  it?  He  could  mentioa 
several  other  instances,  and  upon  a  point  of  this  kind, 
he  knew  of  no  witness  of  more  importance  than  the  qua- 
ter^master-general ;  he  was  willing  to  admit  the  merit  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  noble  lord  had  throughout  con- 
ducted this  inquiry,  in  a  way  to  do  him  mudi  personal 
honour ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  was  singular  that  that 
noble  lord  should  have  closed  the  inquiry  upon  his  part 
before  he  bad  thought  it  necessary  to  call  the  quarter* 
master-generaV,  who,  upon  such  points,  must  be  admitted 
to  be  evidence  of  the  first  authority.  Nay,  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  affirm,  that  the  house,  but  for  his  testimony 
chiefly,  and  that  of  one  or  two  more  officers,  would  havd 
but  a  very  narrow  and  partial  view  of  the  question.  Sic 
William  Erskine  had  diflfered from  General  Brownrigg 
as  to  the  strength  of  Antwerp.  Antwerp  had  not  been 
defended  these  three  hundred  years,  not  since  the  Duke 
of  Parroa*s  time;  yet  Sir  William  Erskine  thinks  it 
would  take  twenty-one  days  to  bring  the  materials  for  n 
u^  before  the  town,  and  the  same  length  of  time^i 
efiect  its  reduction.  Sir  William  was  no  doubt  a  very 
able  officer,  but  it  appeared  tfiat  he  had  not  seen  Antwerp 
for  sixteen  years,  when  (then  Major  Erskine)  he  served 
as  aid-de-camp  to  *h is  father.  Another  evidence  to  the 
information  on  the  part  of  the  government  was  -that  in« 
dividual  who  had  been  sent  out  for  the  express  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  strength  of  the  works  of  Antwerp  ; 
there  was  reason  to  rely  upon  the  tried  fidelity  of  this  per- 
son,  whose  information  in  other  instances  had  been  found 
to  be  «o  accurate ;  he  would  here  contend,  not  only  that 
government  were  bound  to  credit  his  information,  and, 
oelieving  it,  to  act  upon  it,  but  also  that  such  evidence 
ought  to  have  more  weight  than  all  the  other  evidence 
that  they  bad  heard  upon  that  point.  But  he  had  been 
distinctly  asked  by  the  noble  lord,  upon  what  ground 
the  opinion  had  baen  bottomed  of  taking  Antwerp  by  m 
toup  ds  mainf    He  woul<i  here  ireiid  a  pM  of .  tnp  e  vU 


1S2  ,     ,  ¥Hft*PARLIAUBIITARr  EtottTBtt.  [€OM» 

dencaof  the  qaarter-ma^ter-geoeral. , .  Tbe  questipD*  put 
to  him  vi9» :  .  . 

,    Do  jrou  differ  wifh  Sir  John  Hope  in.  thinking  that  at 
no  time  we  could  have  got  possession  of  it  without  erect*  . 
jng  works  and  bringing  beary  ordnance,  &c. .  before  the 
plape  ?  . 

To  this  question  tlic  answer,  which  has  been  already 
alluded  ioy  wai»  as  follows  : 

I  think  that  if  the  rampart  of  the  place  had  been  as* 
mailable,  we  might  have  taken  it  without .  cstablii!»hing 
batteries  against  it,  or  without  bt>mbarding  it ;  Sir  John 
Hope,  I  believe,  never  was  in  the  place;  I  conceive, 
from  the  state  in  which  I  saw  it  in  1794,  and  understand-  * 
ing  nothing  had  been  done  to  it  since,  that  it  might  have 
b^n  possible  to  have  found  it  in  that  state. 

You  have  spoken  of  the  ditch  which  surrounded  Iho 
works  of  Antwerp  in  one  place  bring  crossed  by  a  stone 
bridge,  and  of  the  greater  part  being  occupie<l  by  gar« 
dens  ;  do  not  you  think  that  bridge  (night  have  been  verjr 
easily  dcsfroy^  if  the  enemy  wis  desirous  of  destroying 
it  I  There  is  no  doubt  of  it ;  a  bridge  is  rcry  easily  (^e« 
^troved* 

•  The  Noble  Lord  then  went  into  the  military  distinct 
tions  attached  by  some  military  authoritie»  to  (he  notion 
of  a  coup  de  maWy  which  were  not  included  in  it  by 
oth^s.-  It  seemed,  for  instaiice,  as  if  Sir  David  Dundas 
c#)ceivocI  that  that  operation,  which  was  aided  by  artil^ 
lery,  wasnot  a  coup  demain*  Wben  General  Ligonier 
had  been  commander-in-chief,  an  expedition  was  sent  out 
against  Rochefort  in  the  year  ]7J^9,  under  Sir  John  Mor- 
daunt.  Here  the  noble  lord  read\ei:tracts  from  the  evi* 
dence  gi^en  at  the  bar  of  the  house  by  f^ir  J^ohn  Ligonier^ 
the  subsequent  inquiry,  which  went  to  shew  the  supposed 
practicability  of- a  projected  coup  de  m«j;f  against  even 
works  of  formidable  streiigth.  But  Antwerp  had  no  omU 
ivorks  ;  besides,  Copenhagen  was  beyond  all  oompnrison 
stronger ;  it  had  a  hirste  water  defence,  and,  in  our  aUack 
upon  it,  if  our  shipping  could  have  got  within  the  inner 
water  defence,  we  would  have  reduced  Co|)enluigen  in  half 
the  time.  But,  gentlemen,  would  nof  be  content  with 
probabilities.  They  called  for  cer(ainti(»;  the  question 
tvas,  are  you  certain  of  success?  as  if  aily  military  man 
could  possibly,  in  any  case,  answer  so  absurd  o  questtoft 
Hu^Quditionali^  in  the  a%iniktiye.    Antwer|),  if  it  ioiA 
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not  howeyer  been  found  assailable,  mi^ht  hare  been  re* 
diic^cl  by  bombardment,  and  the  ships  upon  the  stocks', 
and  the  arsenals,  might  have  been  involved  in  oiie  com* 
mon  destruction ;  and  if  tbey  did  not  destroy,  they  might 
haTe  sacceeded  in  considerably  annoying  the  ships  afloat; 
the  citadel  could  not  have  been  so  formidable;  it  corn- 
mauds  the  to>vn,  and  was'  anciently  erected  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  keeping  it  in  *awe.  It  had  been  taken  in  eight 
days.  He  next  commented  on  the  credulity  of  the  infor« 
raation  received  by  Sir  William  £rskine,  which  he  tliought 
to  be  very  questionable ;  it  was  to  the  following  effect^ 
that— 

"  Oh  the  8th  of  August,  it  is  stated  in  the  intelligence 
communricated  by  Sir  William  Erskine,  that  at  Antwerp 
there  were  about  2fi00  French,  and  upwards  of  1,000 
Datch  troops  of  the  line ;  **  besides  this  force,"  it  is  said, 
^*  all  the  workmen  in  the  arsenal  of  Antwerp  have  been 
<^  organized  r«nd  trained  for  these  two  years  past,  they 
*<  amount  to 5 or  6,000 men,  regularly  olBcered,  anddispos* 
**  able  for  the  defence  of  the  place ;  the  crews  of  the  ships 
<<  amount  to  upwards  of  11,000  men,  also  disposable  for 
"  the  saraeobiect;  between  4  and  6,000  Dutch  infantry^ 
<^  and  5  squadrons  of  cavalry,  on  their  march  from  North 
*•  Holland';  troops  moving  in  every  direction  from  France 
^'  and  Holland  in  waggons:  it  was  reported  that  all  the 
^^  wagfifons  in  Brabant  were  put  in  requisition  to  bring 
^<  15,000  of  the  French  Westphalian  army  ;  and  it  was 
^^  thought  that  .within  ten  days  the  French  would  have 
*^  an  army  of  40^000  men." 

Witli  respect,  however,  to  the  ships  having  gone  be« 
yond  th«  citadel,  and. having  all  their  guns  in,  he  conld 
not  find,  in  the  course  of  the  evidence,  one  single  fact 
which  proved  th^t  the  ships  had  at  that  time  passed  the 
citadel.  They  had  not  gone  up  as  far  as  Dendermond^ 
or  if  they  had  advanced  so  high,  we,  by  securing  the  mi« 
litary  command  of  the  country,  might  have  ci;it  them  oir« 
He  ridiculed  the'idea  of  such  nn  army  as  we  bnd,  snppos* 
iiig  it  in  health  upon  the  25th  Augtist,  after  having  been 
supposed  to  have  reached  Santvliet  on  the  3d,  being  put 
into  a' state  of  jeopardy  by  an  irregular  army  of  conscripts 
and  custom-house  officers.  General  Gratian  was  then 
under  orders  for  ^(nilsund,  another  French  corps  was  on 
the  march  io  Bremen,  and  those  could  npt  have  been 
brought  back  before  th^  l4(tt:r  end^  of  September^  and  iit 
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f  ucb  a  crisis,  was  nothing  to  be  hoped  for  from  a  Oivcr- 
•ion  acting  then  and  there?    Ask  the  French  emperor 
what  was  the  situation  of  some  of  his  own  departments^ 
which  had  been  soffering  under  his  anathemas,  under  his 
infiiclions  by  another  kind  of  ban  and  arriere  ban^  at  a 
period  too  when  there  was  no  force  at  Antwerp:  for  it  ap* 
'peared  in  the  evidence,  that  Antwerp  had  not  any  res* 
pectable  force  before  the  2 1st  and  Svd  of  August.     Ac- 
cording to  the  depositions  of  Sir  William  Erskine,  our 
army  might  have  reached  Antwerp  on  (be  .6th  of  August, 
and  if  they  did,  it  was  ascertained.,  notwithstanding  that 
extraordinary  celerity  of  preparation  so  much  attribnted 
\o  the  French,  the  garrison  would  have  been  found  quite 
in  an  unprepared  state.    In  fact,  even  the  clearing  out  of 
the  ditches  of  Antwerp  did  not  begin  until  tbeCtb  of  Au* 
gust,  nor  the  inundation  until  the  5lb,  and  had  our  army 
xeacbed  it  about  that  time,  there  would  have  been  every 
reason  to  calculate  upon  success.    Such  was  the  actual 
state  of  things,  although  the  enemy  were  always  asserted 
to  be  so  vigilant,  and  so  much  on  the  alert.     But  in  this 
case,  be  firmly  believed,  that  they  were  taken  completely 
bv  surprize.     It  appeared,  no  doubt,  from  the  report  of 
Jktonet  6  trial,  and  other  articles  in  the  Moniteur,  that  the 
enemy  apprehended  an  attack  from  us  so  early  ns  April ; 
but  as  \o  the  time  or  point  at  which  it  was  likely  to  take 
place,  he  was  persuaded  of  their  ignorance.  .  Such  indeed 
was  the  nature  of  that  ignorance,  that  an  alarm  was  creat- 
ed by  the  preparation  of  General  Craufurd*s  expedition 
in  the  Downs,  although  destined  for  Portugal ;  nnd  really 
the  French  appeared  not  at  all  assured  or  aware  of  the  des- 
tination of  our  late  expedition,  until  it  actually  entered 
the  Roompot.     He  meant  thatthegrosif  of  our  force  was 
unexpected  until  the  moment  of  itsXahding,  although  the 
apprehension  of  a  visit  from  us  had  prevailed  for  some 
time,     it  was  stated,  that  the  French  minister  of  war  had 
formed  a  i)roject.  of  defimce,  and  issued  orders  accord* 
ingly  from  Paris  upon  the   1st  of  August;  but  from  the 
rapid  communication  of  intelligence  from  all  parts  of  (he  ^ 
enemy's  territory,  it  was  quite  probable  that  the  Frencb 
minister  might  have  received  an  account  of  our  landing 
at  Walchercn,  qnd  ordered  the  movement  of  half  a  doxen 
broken  regiments  to  Antwerp  at  the  period  alluded  to^ 
without  having  any  precis^  intimation  of  our  destination 
until  the  expedition  actually  lantled.    Bnt  tliitt  Antfircrp 
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was  previously  ^rrisoned,  or  adequately  fortified,  all  cir^ 
cumslances  concurred  to  contradict*  For  although  Boo« 
naparte  might  endeavour  for  his  own  credit,  and  the  te« 
tistaction  of  his  subjects,  to  boast  of  his  vi^lant  atftrftion 
to  all  the  means  of  defence,  it  was  clear  from  bis  conduct, 
since  the  return  of  our  expedition,  that  Antwerp  was  noi 
in  a  state  of  adequate  defence.  But  had  that  been  the. 
fact  at  the  time  he  so  boasted,  what  occasion  had  he  since 
to  issue  special-orders  that  the  works  of  this  city  should 
be  further  extended  and-  repaired,  that  the  whole  should 
be.  completely  fortified  ?  1  he  noble  lord  here  took  occa* 
•ion  to  observe  upon  the  question  which  the  resolutions 
proposed.  These  resolutions  appeared  to  call  upon  the 
nouse  to  pronounbe  an  opinion,  not  upon  an  operation 
which  had  actually  been  undertaken  and  failed,  but  upon 
a  speculative  miliiary  plan,  the  failure  of  which  was  pre- 
dicted by  authorities,  who  delivered  their  predictions  and 
sentiments  upon  the  conduct  of  government,  in  total  ig- 
norance of  the  information  which,  that  government  pos- 
lessed  and  acted  upon.  Would  the  house  then  decide  on  - 
jmoh  grounds  ?  would  they  determine  that  had  Antwerp 
'been  attacked  failure  must  have  followed,  because  Sir 
William  Erskine  was  unfavourable  to  the  attempt,  both 
before  the  expedition  sailed  and  since  its  return  ;  bccatise 
Sir  William'  Erskine,  from  the  knowledge  he  ba^  of  Ant- 
werp, in  the  year  1794,  without  any  information  what- 
ever 'respecting  it  since  that  period,  and  in  complete  ig- 
norance of  th«  intelligence  received  by  government,  had 
thought  proper  to'  disapprove  of  the  undertaking  alto- 
gether. Keally,  with  all  deference  to  Sir  W.  Erskine,  he 
was  free  to  say,  that  had  he  been 'fiiHy  apprized  of  his 
opinion,  even  before  the  expedition  was  determined  upon^ 
be  should  qpC  have  thought  himself  justified  in  allowing 
an  opinion,  resting  on  such  grounds,  to  afiect  in  any  de- 
gree, much  less  to  shake  hjs  determination  on  that  subject* 
Certaiuly  an  opinion  so  grounded  was;  not  at  all  to  be  put 
jn  competition,  with  tlie  information  and  opinions  which 
j§ovcrnment  had>eceived  from  othor  officers.  Then,  as 
to  Lord  Rosslyn,  it  was  also  to  be  observed  with  respect 
'  to  that  noble  lord,  that  he  was  not  a%vare  of  the  informa- 
tion'which  govcrnr;^ent  possesseil,  and  of  course  not  com- 
Iietent  to  judge  oi  the  policy  upon  which  they  nc;ed. 
le  could  ;)ot  find  indeed,  that  that  officer  grounded  tRe 
opinion  upon  any  precise  informiKion.    Tiiere  appeared 


|M  tHB  9ARtIAMKNTARY  BEOISTSlt.  fcott« 

no  pro6f  whatever  that  Antwerp  was  fortified,  but  that 
^hich  some  of  our  generals  collected  ftom  genefal  asser* 
tlon,  from  loose  rumours,  and  the  report  of  a  stone  ma&on| 
yho  staled  that  he  worked  upon  the  fortificitions  of  that 
cUjT  in  IbOd.  But  was  it  possible  (bat  such  a  place  as 
Antwerp  could  have  undergone  a  thorough  repair,  could 
liave  btH.^n  completely  fortified,  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  surrounding  country,  without  the  knowledge,  of  any 
of  those  uumerous  individuals  at  Walcheren,  who  were 
heard  lo  assert  Uie  contrary  ?  Did  (he  generals. learn  any 
tlung  at  Walcheren  lo  induce  a  belief  that  Antwerp  was 
so  strongly  fortified  ?  Did  not  Lord  Chatham  at  the  out« 
s^t  state,  that  be  looked  with  confidence  to  the  attainment 
Qif  the  ulterior  o!>jcct  of  tlie  expedition,  and  did  he  ever 
begii^  to  doubt  until  he  had  arrived  at  Bathz?  Then  it 
W^ts  alleged  that  the  works  of  Antwerp  bad  been  com* 
plejtely  fortified,  and  that  an  attack  upon  it  must  fail. 
This  also  was  the  opinion  of  Lord  Rosslyn.  But,  against 
the  opinion  of  those  oflScers,  he  could  put  that  of  General 
ijrownrigg,  who  distinctly  stated,  that  had  our  army  ap« 
proached  Antwerp  early  in  August,  there  was  fair  ground 
tu  calculate  upon  success.  Was  the  house  then  prepar- 
ed, as  the  resolutions  proposed,  to  decide  between  such 
cy>ntradictory  statcme^nts,  to  determine  upon  such  a  liti<« 
gated  military  opinion.  The  house  was,  by  these  reso* 
lutions,  called  upon  to  pronounce  a  most  serious  sentence 
against  the  conduct  of  government,  that  it  had  undertaken 
an  expedition  where  there  was  no  ciiance  of  sacces<;, 
where,  in  fact,  failure  was^certain.  Was  the  house  ready 
to  come  to  such  a  conclusion  ?  For  himself  he  would 
dl'clare,  thsit  were  his  concern  in  this -expedition  tolrave 
been  the  last  act  of  his  life,  he  should  have  felt  himself 
bound  to  engage  in  it  in  discharge  of  a  great  paramount 
duty,  and  if  that  government  had  shrunk  from  it  throneh 
any  fear  of  responsibility,  throus^h  deference  to  any  or  all 
the  opinions  quoted  by  the  ndble  mover^or  through  any 
con» iteration  of  the  risks  inseparable  from  such  an  enter* 
prizr,  it  must  have  lost  in  honour  and  in  character.  IF^ 
indeed,  under  ail  the  circumstances,  government  had  dr* 
clincd  this  undertaking,  he  bhould  think  that  his  task 
this  day  would  have  been  to  defend  ibcm  against  the  rcr 
sentment  and  indignation  of  (hat  house  and  the  couutry. 
ff  government  could  h>ivc  been  so  supine  as  to  allow  4 
^rcat  naval  de^>^iof  tjwcacmy  to^oou  improving  uud 
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and  un^isturliecli  ii^t  (CQuId  haVe  permitted  ah  opporianifj 
(o  pass  by  of  creatipg  a  diversion  in  favour  of  the  coiili* 
pent,  lie  should  to  the  last  hour  of  bis  life  have  thought 
that  government  disgraced,  he  should  have  trembled,  in- 
dee^,  for  ministerial  responsibility*    But  there  was  great 
jdanger  and  great  risk  in  this  expedition,  so  there  was. 
But  he  was  yet  to  learn  whether  that  bouse  would  be  will- 
ing to  restrain  the  martial  spirit  of  this  country,  by  the 
Vigid  precepts  of  cold  precaution  or  mathematical  calcu^ 
lation ;  whether  a  rule  of  action  was  now  to  be  established 
different  from  that  which  had  heretofore  prevailed  ;  whe* 
ther  those  principles  were  to   be   abandoned,  through 
which  the  nation  had  acquired  such  distinguished  glory^ 
through  which  the  fame  of  our  navy  had  been  so  erni* 
nently  advanced,  and  the  fame  of  onjf  army  was  so  ra* 
pidly  advancing  ?     Was  it,  he  would  ask,  by  a  cold  con* 
^ideration  of  risks,  by  a  spirit  of  tame  precaution,  tliat 
iiNelson  conquered  at  Copenhagen,  at  Aboukir,  and  at 
Trafal^r?  (Hear^  hear!)  and  was  it  under  the  influence 
of  such  a  spirit  that  Wolfe  ascended  the  heights  of  Que« 
bee  ?  that  fLord  Melville  sent  an  army  to  conquer  in 
Egypt?  that  Sir  John  Stuart  achieved   the  victory  of 
Maiaa?  or  that  our  gallant  troops  pnKluced  theevacua« 
iion  of  Portngal  ?  which,  however  gen tlenoen  ipigbt  quar- 
tel  with  the  convention  of  Cintra,  miist  always  be  regard- 
ed as  a  glorious  feat.    (Heavj  hear^  hear  I)    Was  it  pos- 
sible Jhat  that  house  or  the  country  would  ever  encourage 
the  propagation  of  a  spirit  different  from  that  which  led 
to  such  splendid  results,  by  countenancing  the  d^trines 
by  whicu  some  gentlemen  were  so  anxious  to  appreciate 
the  undertaking  of  the  late  expedition  to  the  Scheldt  ?   But 
if  the  stiff  hand  of  death  were  thus  to  lay  hold  of  all  our 
niiliiary  enterprizcs,  by  the  application  of  those  rules 
which  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  bouse  pro- 
fessed  to    advocate    upon   this  occasion ;  if  parliament 
should  impose  such  fetters  upon  military  undertakings, 
then  there  would  be  an  end  to.  the  prospect  of  national 
honour,  then  would  France  have  reason  to  rejoice,  for 
then,  indeed,  should  we  have  committed  a  suidide  upon 
our  jnartial  spirit.    {II ear^  heart)    At  the  same  tiii)e  that 
he  made  these  observations,  be  would  not  be  understood 
to  recommend  the  hasty  adoption  of  any  military  project, 
far  less  the  undertaking  of  any  rash,  chivalrous  expedi- 
tion, where  the  object  in  view  was  of  no  importance,  while  . 
Vol.  II.— 1810.  T 
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the  pursuit  of  it  was  pregnant  with  danger.  But  how 
different  was  the  character  of  the  mtasure  under  consi- 
derntion  1  If  the  expedition  ii  the  Scheldt  stood  alone  a 
ja»tifica(ion  upon  the  policy  ot  creating  a  diversion  fa- 
vourable <o  tne  c^use  of  tie  continent,  he  sbonid  have 
tliought  that  quite  enough  to  warrant  the  proceeding. 
lie  should,  indeed,  contend,  that  it  would  have  1)een 
Amply  warrantable  if  it  had  noUiing  else  in  view  th^n  the 
destruction  of  a  great  naval  arsenal  of  the  eneroj.  But, 
when  both  those  irnportant  considerations  were  combined^ 
when  we  had  to  look  not  only  to  the  interest  of  the  conti* 
tient,  but  to  our  o^n  interest  and  safety,  could  the  pro- 
priety of  the  undertaking  be  questioned  ?  Could  minis* 
ters  shrink  from  it  without  incurring  the  imputation  of  a 
dastardly  degrading  feor  of  tespunsibility,  without  be* 
traying  a  greater  solicitude  to  escape  censure  than  to  dc« 
serve  praise,  without  exposing  themselves  to  the  charge 
of  preferring  the  tenure  of  place  ty  the  performance 
of  .duty,  and  of  sacrificing  important '  public  interest 
to  petty,  personal,  considerations.*  {Hear^  heavj  hear!) 
The  noble  lord  concluded  with  stating  his  inabilitv  to 
decide  upon  Ihe  merits  of  the  whole  of  the  resolutions, 
from  the  mere  cursory  reading  of  them  which  the  bouse 
had  heard.  How  far  the  resolutions,  as  to  matter  of  fact, 
were  correct  or  relevant  to  the  question  before  the  house, 
he  could  not  at  present  determine  ;  but  as  io  the  resolu- 
tions of  opinion,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  expressing  his 
intention  ngainst  that  which  proposed  to  cens^iire  the  po- 
licy of  undertaking  the  late  exi)editioii. 

Mr.  Ponwiibu  rose  amidst  a  cry  of  **  Adjourn!  Ad- 
journ !'!  upon  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  dis- 
claimed any  wish  to  press  upon  the  menibers  of  the  house, 
if  it  was  uuv^illing  that  the  debate  should  extend  further 
than  to  night.  Hut  there  being  a  g(UH*ral  call  to  go  on, 
the  right  hnnourable  gentleman  proceeded.  Heobser\ed 
that  liie  noble  lord  .who  had  just  sat  down  had,  at  the 
outset  of  his  speech,  rrmarked  that  there  was  a  nuiniiest 
spirit  of  pn^judlee  on  his  side  of  the  house  against  all 
persons  concerned  in  the  expedition  to  the  Scheldt,  'i'his 
was  a  charge  which  he  was  surpriz<xl  to  hear  from  the  no- 
ble lord,  a»  it  certainly  was  one  which  he,  of  all  others, 
was  not  justified  in  makings '  For  the  conduct  practised 
towards  him  gave  the  noble  lord  not  even  an  excuse  for 
such  a  charge,     indeed,  that  noble  lord  liad  not  only 
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been  treated  willi  libcralitj  in  this  business  by  that  side  of 
the  hoiise  to  WKich  he  now  applied  his  nccusaltony  but  he 
had  on  other  occasions  experienced  its  lenity..    (A  cry  of 
hear  J  hear! — proceeding,   as  we  suppose,  from  an  im- 
plied allusion  to  the  decisions  respecting  the  transfer    of 
the  writership  to  Lord  Casticreagb  for  tuc  purchase  of  a 
seat  in  the  house  of  commons,  and  also  ta  the  case  of  Mr« 
DicVs  seat.)    The  noble  lord  had  told  tlie  house,  that  the 
military  opinions  upon  the  (able  were  not  consulted  as  io 
the  policy  of  nndrrtaking  the  expedition,  for  that  wot 
previously  determined    upon,  but  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  thitt  expedition  should  be  conducted.     The  ri^ht 
honourable  gentleman,  in  consequence  of  some  motion 
from  Lord  Castlereagh,  asked,  what  did  the  noble  lord 
mean?  Was  he  to  infer  that  ministers  did  a»k  these  mi* 
litary  offidersfor  their  opinion,  wiih  a  view  to  enable  them 
to  come  to  a  decision  upon  the;  policy  of  the  expedition  ? 
If  ministers  applied  for  these  opinions,  why  did  they  not 
abide  by  them,  or  if  not,  not  consult  other  opinions  ? 
What  i^as  the  advantage  of  asking  military  men  for  their 
opinions,  when  it  waa  determinecf  to  act  in  defiance  of 
tnose  opinions  ?    The  noble  lord  stated  truly,  that  all 
those  military  opinions  were  not  equally  encouraging : 
but  he  should  nave  rather  said,  that  they  were  not  all 
equally  discouraging.     Certainly  that  would  have  been 
the  more  correct  description.     For  what  was  the  fact  ? 
Some  doubted  the  practicability  of  success,  others  thought 
the  attempt  desperate,  and  others  conceived  that  there  was 
no  cha/ice  whaicver  of  escaping  failure — not  one"  pro* 
nounced  the  attainment  of  the  ulterior  obj(*ct  of  the  expe* 
diticm  as  at  all  likely.     All  the  probiiijilittes  then  wer« 
opposed  to  the  project  of  the  noble  lord ;  but  sfill  he 
persisted,  alleging,  that  those  military  opinions  were  not 
to.be  regardea,  because  the  officers  who  delivered  them 
were  ignomnt  of  the  facts  ;  were  not  in  possession  of  the 
information  which  government  had  received.     This  ccr« 
tiinly  was  an  extraordinary  statement.     Why  did  not 
the  noble  lord  put  these  oificers  in  possession  of  the  in« 
formation  alluded  to?     Why  call  upon^  them  to  decide 
on  the  merits  of  the  case  of  which   thry  w<*re  ignorant  ? 
It  would  not,  surely  be  pretended,  that  huch  oificers  were 
not  worthy  to  be  trusted.     The  noble  lord  contradicted, 
in  his  speech  that  night  what  be  stated  in  his  instructions 
la  Lord  Chatham.     For  in  the-pne  he  states,  that  the  dc* 
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etnicfion  of  the  enemy^s  fleet  and  arsc^nals,  yfu%  the 
principal  objt>ct  of  the  expedition  ;  while  in  the'  other*  ii 
.appeared,  that  the  principal  object  was  the  creation  of  a 
diversion  in  favour  of  Austria.  The  noble  lord  depre« 
cated  the  idea  of  deciding  on  this  case,  upon  a  project 
which  was  not  tried ;  which  was  not  prosecuted  in  such 
a  way  as  to  enable  the  house  to  determine  whether  the  un? 
dertaking  was  wise  or  unwise.  But  what  did  the  noble 
lord  mean  by  an  observation  of  this  nature ;  did  he  me&n 
to  blame  Lord  Chatham  for  not  advancing  to  Antwerp  to 
bring  his  scheme  to  trial ;  did  he  mean  to  attach  censure 
to  the  naval  and  military  commanders  for  not  dping  their 
duty,  for  not  following  up  his  plan,  and  that  that  plan 
failed  only  because  it  was  not  mirly  tried  2  If  the  noble 
lord's  observation  had  any  meaning  at  all,  it  certainly 
was  that  the  army  should  have  attacked  Antwerp.  But 
.  as  to  the  place  chosen  for  a  diversion  ia  favour  of  Ausr 
tria,  the  noble  lord  truly  would  not  land  in  the  north  of 
Germany,  because  he  thought  it  would  be  unwise  to  en- 
courage the  inhabitants  to  provoke,  by  aiding  us,  the  te* 
sentment  of  Buonaparte,  against  whom  weliad  not  thq 
means  of  proteciing  them.  We  could  not  defray  the 
expenses;  60  this  great  country  was  inadequate  to  sup^ 
port  its  army  on  the  continent,  and  thus  the  noble  lord 
contrived  to  gratify  the  taunts  of  the  enemy.  Bi|t  a;  to 
the  noble  lord's  feelings,  strange,  bo>¥  much  they  were 
interested  for  the  i^eople  of  Germany,  and  how  little  for 
our  own  troops — strange  how  much  the  noble  lord's  hu- 
manity ]tas  excited  for  the  Germans,  although  so  little 
for  the  Italians,  when  he  dispatched  a  force  fronv  Sicily 
to  encourage  a  revolt  in  Calabria.  (Htar^  hear!}  The 
•  noble;  lord's  comparison  of  the  fate  of  this  expedition  with 
the  ordinary  events  of  war,  really  struck  him  with  asto- 
nishment; for  in  this  undertaking,  so  far  from  bejn^  of 
an  ordinary  character,  all  the  horrors  of  war  were  agamst 
our  force.  In  every  movement  it  was  necessary  that  for- 
tune should  be  in  our  favour,  or  failure  must  follow* 
Such  was  the  opinion  of  both  soldier  and  seaman.  The 
one  said  that  we  might  arrive  at  Antwerp  in  due  time,  if 
wind  and  weather  permitted ;  the  other,  that  we  might 
so  arrive  at  Antwerp  if  the  ro^ds  were  good,  and  our 
troops  met  no  opposition  !  Thus  all  was  to  depend  on 
fortune,  and  yet  this  the  noble  lord  called  the  ordinary 
calculation  of  war.    After  commentiog  upon  the  various 
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and  conlr^Uictory  plans  recomnieAded  an  J  occasionailj 
acted  upon  fo^  the  conduct  of  theezpedifion,  tlie  ri^lH 
honourable  gentleman  was  proceed ing  to  animadvert  upos 
the  evidence*,  vrben  a  cry  of  adjourn,  adjourn,  became 
^neral.  The  right  ^honourable  gentleman  therefore <xm- 
cluded  with. expressing  bis  willingness  lo  comply  with  tttp 
wish  of  the  bouse,  and  the  motion  of  adjournment,  until 
the  following  day,  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  brake  up  about  half  past  two  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

TUESDAY,  MAttCII  27. 
IRISH  DISTILLEKUf). 

The  order  of > the  day  being  read  for  resolving  into  4 
committ^  on  the  Irish  distillery  bill, 

Lord  Darnhy  rose  and  expressed  his  satisfaction,,  that 
in  the  bill  which  h^d  already  passed  the  House,  for  sus^ 
pendi/ig  still  farther  the  corn  distillery  in  England,  a 
clause  had  passed  for  exempting  Ireland  ;  but  the  present 
bill,  his  lordship  observed,  was  not  only  a  bill  to  permit 
the  distillation  of  corn  in  Ireland,  but  to  give  a  bounty  on 
the  consumption  of  spirits,  already  so  generally  and -mis^ 
ch jevousiy  prevalent  amoofi^t  the  lower  ^orders  of  the 
people  in  that  country*  I'his.  unfortunate  propensity 
was  carried  to  a  length  in  Ireland,  which  no  roan  coulU 
conceive  who  had  not  lived  for  sometime  in  that  country  ; 
and  he  verily  believed  it  was  the  greatebt  of  all  obstacles 
to  the  advancement  of  civilization,  and  the  promotioo  of 
industry,  amongst  the  lower  orders  of  the  Irish  commu^ 
nity.  This  fact  he  knew,  not  only  from  his  lordship*8 
own  experience  and  observation,  but  from  the  assurances 
of  many  noblemen  and  gentlemen  resident  in  Ireland,  and 
from  a  memh^r  of  the  prescut  Irish  admin istraf ion.  No« 
thing,  he  was  convinced,  could  ever  rcmcdj'  this  evil  but 
some  efficient,  measure  of  decided  enrourngement  to  the 
breweries  over  the  distilleries,  whereby  tlie  common  people 
might  be  enabled  {o  subslitutea  wholesome  and  nutritious 
beverage  in  place  of  a  liquid  poison,  equally  ruinous  to  * 
their  morals,  their  heaUh,  and  industry,  and  therefore  her . 
sincerely  deprecatecl  the  encouragement  given  by  thego- 
Tcrnmcnt  lo  the  distillation  of  spirits,  unaccompanied  by 
some  means  and  check  upon  the  excessive  c  msumpfioQ. 

L^rd  Bathurst  rose  to  set  the  noble  lord  right  with  re- " 
spea  lo  the  bill  now  l>efore  the  house.    It  was  not  a  bi|^* 
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pBTcly  for  the  encouragement  of  distilleries  in  Ireland,  nor 
to  promote  amongst  the  common  people  the  consumption 

•  f)f  spirttnotts,  liquors;  but  a  bill  to  put  down  the  clan- 
4c«tiae  ^diRtilleries,  \\'hereby  not  only  bad  and  nnwiiole* 
some  spirits  were  distilled,  but  the  consumption  more  than 
doubled  amongst  the  people,  by  an  evasion  of  the  duty, 
and  to  protect  the  licensed  distillers,  who  manufactured  a 
pure  spirit,  and  paid  the  king's  revenue  thereon.    The 

^  noble  lord,  however,  ronst  sec,  that  if  tbe'propensity  of 
the  common  people  in  Ireland  was  so  immoderate  as  de« 
scribed,  for  the  produce  of  their  home  distilleries,  it  was 
iiot  practicable  to  meet  the  evil  in  any  way,  without  abo* 
lishing  the  distilleries  altogether  ;  and  ihen  the  consump- 
tion would  be  ,supplie<l  by  foreign  spirits.  The  present 
bill,  so  far  as  it  went,  would  operate  to  repress  the  pre- 
sent  extraordinary  consumption  ;  because,  by  abolishing 
ilie  private  stills,  and  protecting  those  that  paid  the  dutyj 
tbe  price  of  the  commodity  would  be  considerably  raised, 
and  the  consumption,  of  course,  greatly  lessened  amongst 
tbe  lower  orders,  inasmuch  as  their  means  of  purchftsing 
would  be  less  adequate. 

Tbe  bill  was  committed,  and  ordered  to  be  reported  to« 
morrow.— —Ad  journed  • 

HOUSE  OF   COMMONS, 

TITBSDAT,  MARCH  27. 
'breach  OF  PRITILEGE. 

Jl/r.  Lethbridge  rose,  pursuant  to  the  notice  which  he 
had  given  when  he  last  addressed  the  house.  In  rising  to 
address  them  again  on  this  subject,  he  felt  great  pain  and 
reluctance,  more  than  he  had  ever  felt  on  any  public  occa* 
sion.  He  was  now  to  prefer  a  complaint  against  a  mem* 
ber  of  the  commons  of  tneuniied'kingdom, for  a  violation, 
n  gross  and  hovel  violation,  of  the  privileges  of  that  ho- 
nourable house.  \\e  should  not  how  go  further,  tlian  by 
laying  on  tbe  table  the  ground  of  the  charge  as  admitted 
and  authenticated  by  the  author ;  he  had  marked  certain 
parts  of  the  document  on  which  he  founded  the  complaint 
which  he  had  then  the  honour  to  prefer. 

The  Speaker  wished  to  know,  whether  the  honourable 
member  desired  that  the  entire  of  the  publication,  or  only 
the  distinct  parts,  should  be  read. 

Mr.  Ijethbridge  res^retted  the  necessity  of  taking  ut )  tbe 
i||me  of  the  house,  when  other  business  of  more,  or  at  least 
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of  equal  importance,  was  before  them  ;  but  ilie  manner  lif 
readir^  was  indifferent  to  bim ;  he  bad  marked  tbe  pai* 
safir^,  out  had  no  objection  to  the  reading  of  the  whole.  < 
Mr.  H.  Sumner  thought  that  the  readinarof  the  entkie 
was  uiineoesMtry ;  the  coD%'enience  would  naturally  be  best 
consulted  by  the  |)apcr  being  read  only  as  connected  with 
the  clfarge.  It  rested  wkb  the  honourable  mover  to  select 
the  parts  with  which  the  house  was  concernc<I. 

Mr,  Speaker.— ^^  The  form  of  parliamentary  usage 
mu^t  be  that  which  (he  parliament  shall  adopt ;  that  form 
is,  in  instances  like  the  present,  that  the  whole  complaint 
be  heard,  and  then  the  answers  wliich  the  accused  has 
ready  for  his  exculpation*  The  accused  then  withdraws, 
and  the  mover  of  the  cliarge  brings  forward  his  pro|x>bi- 
tion,  founded  on  the  matters  which  may  have  been  aob^ 
mitted  to  the  house.'* 

The  "  Address  and  Argument  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
on  the  power  of  Imprisonment  in  the  House  ofCommons,**^ 
published  in  Mr.  Cobbelt's  Register  of  the^th  March, 
was  read  by  the  clerk  of  the  House. 

After  the  reading.  Lord  Folkestone  rose  to  order.  The 
honourable  mover  (Mr*  Lelhbrrdge),on  his  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  the  paper  which  had  been  just  read, 
had  offered  nothing  of  which  they  could  iairly  take  nolice. 
That  paper,  alter  an  Lour  and  a  half  occupied  in  reading 
if,  supplied  no  peculiar  charge  ;  it  must  be  for  the  honour- 
able mover  to  make  out  the  charge,  for  nothiug  could  be 
more  rnformal  or  absurd  Ihun  to  call  on  his  honourable 
friend  (Sir  Fruricis'Iiurdett)  ftir  an  answer,  till  he  had 
heard  something  more  dtfniite  ihan  the  general  contents 
of  that  voluminous  publication. 

Mr.  LclhOridgey  in  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  lord  (Folkestone),  would  only  remind  the  house  that 
he  hdd  prot'cbsed  himself  ready  to  jioint  out  the  |)assages  on 
which  the  complaint  was  rai.vcd.  He  had  slated  that  he 
marked  those  passages,  but  he  had  not  thouglit  it  proper  tc» 
press  his  opinion  on  the  bouse,  lest  it  might  l)c  said,  that 
his  complaint  was  supported  by  garbled  documents,  lie' 
intended,  from  the  begi.  niiig,  to  adopt  any  liius  which  the 
house  thought  proper  to  choose  for  him,  because  he  hail 
brought  forward  the  iLuttcr  only  as  ailecting  the  bouse; 
he  had  no  motive  of  personal  hostility  ;  he  stood  forward 
there  out  of  respect  to  the  country,  and  as  the  representa- 
tive of  as  independent  a  body  of  men  as  any  in  old  Eng^ 
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land.  He  woold  now  proceed  to  state  those  passages  whicti 
■he  bad  marked.  The  first  of  these  was  one  iti  the  pre- 
amble of  the  addresssy  containing  the  following  ezttaordi- 
aarj  Inngunge : — 

*^  The  bouse  of  commons  harii^  passed  aTofe,  which 
amounts  to  a  declaration,  that  an  order  of  theirs  is  to  be  df 
mor-j  importance  than  Magna  Chalrta  and  the  laws  of  the 
land,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  hij  my  sentiments  (herecm  be- 
fore my  constituents,  whose  character  as  freemen,  and 
^Ten  whose  personal  safety  depend,  in  a  great  degree, 
upon  the  decision  of  this  question  ;.  a  question  of  no  less 
importance  than  this;  whether  our  liberties  be  stilt  to  be 
leoured  by  the  laws  of  our  forefathers,  or  be  to  lie  at  the 
absolute  mercy  of  a  part  of  our  fellow-subjebts,  collected 
together  by  means  which  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  de- 
scribe." 

The  next  passage  to  which  he  would  call  their  attention 
was,  that  one  in  which  the  address  talked  of  the  place  of 
imprisonment : 

^^  If  they  have  the  absolute  power  of  imprisoning  and 
releasing,  why  may  they  not  send  their  prisoners  to  York 
jail,  as  well  as  to  a  jail  in  London  ?  Wb  v  not  confine  mdi 
in  solitary  cells,  or  load  them  with  chains  and  bolts? 
They  have  not  gone  those  lengths  yet ;  but  what  is  to  re- 
strain them,  if  they  are  to  be  the  sole  judge  of  the  extent 
of  their  own  powers,  and  if  they  are  to  exercise  those 
powers  without  any  contrpul,  and  without  leaving  the 
parties  whom  they  choose  to  punish  any  mode  of  appeal, 
any  means  of  redress  ?" 

'^  That  I  deny,"  says  Mr.  Lethbridge— (^  laugh)* 

The  next  was  from  the  conclusion  o^  the  address,  which 
terminated  in  those  words: — 

^^  ti\  doing  this,  I  shall  do  nil  that  now  remains  in  my 
power  towards  the  correction  of  this,  as  I  deem  it,  most 
t^normous  al)usc  of  power,  and  mo«it  dangerous  of  all  en- 
croachments upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of  flngUsh- 


men." 


The  next  passage  was,  from  that  part  of  the  publication 
.which  wasentilled  the  Argument. 

**  Had  not  I  been  prevented,  by  indisposition,  from 
being  present  when  the  house  of  commons  passed  by  vote  a 
sentence  of  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Gale  Jones,  I  should  have 
endeavoured  to  sliev/,  that,  under  the  false  notion  of  privi- 
lege^ they  were  exercising  a  pftwer,  and  committing  ai^ 


)f  ABCH  27.J         jiaEAca  of  pbitilegb.  Ii5 

net  of  oppression  ill  suited  to  the  character  of  gutfrdianso^' 
public  libortj,  and  destructive  ot  the  fifbt  and  most  im** 
portant  object  of  the  constitutioii)  viz.  the  personal  seca- 
r if y  of  the  subject*'*  '  ,        .         ^ 

The  next  passage  was  that  commencing  in  the  following 
words : 

'^  Found<*d  on  such  a  basis,  fortified  by  such  authori- 
ties as  1  shuil  have  occasion  to  appeal  to  in  the  progress  of 
this  inquiry,  1  hare  little  doubt  of  being  at>lu  to  convince 
every  impiirtial  mind,  that  the  house  of  com cnons^  by  pro- 
ceeding to  judgment — parsing  a  sentence  of  imprisonment 
—tissuing  a  warrant  of  commitmcnt^ias  gone  beyond  Hi 
prescribed  limits,  acted  in  a  manner  inconsistent  v^ith  the 
ends  of  the  institution^  and  riulated  the  fundamental  priu^^ 
ciples  of  the  law  and  constitution  of  the  land/* 

The  next  passage  was,    ^ 

<<  By  proceeding  thu^i  they  hare  exercised  a  lurisdic*^ 
tion  not  vested  in  Uiem,  a  jurisdisdiction  bsyond  the  limits ^ 
of  king,  lords,  and  commons,  while  Magna  Charta  re*^ 
mains  unrepealed  ;  and  repealed  it  never  can  be  till  Eng« 
land  shall  have  found  her  grave  iu  the  corruption  of  a 
bouse  of  commons*" — (Loud  cries  of  heiir!  from  the  op* 
poiUion.)  • 

The  next  obnoxious  passage  was  that  subscquerit  to  the 
speaker's  warrant : 

'^  Let  this  instrument,  this  thing,  sui  generis^  be  con- 
trasfed  with  the  description  of  the  properties  of  a  legal 
warrant.  Does  it  not  evidently  appear,  that  this  piece  of  ^ 
unsealed  paper,  signed  by  the  speaker,  by  which  an  uit- 
tried  subject  has  been  outlawed,  bears  no  feature  of  lega« 
lity  ;  and  that,  from  the  commencement  of  this  proceed- 
ing, in  its  progrcs5«,  and  to  its  conclusion,  there  is  not  oncf 
step  that  has  not  been  marked  in  a  [>eciriiaT  manner  with 
disrespect  for  the  laws ;  a  disrespect  in  which  all  the  parts 
have  been  wonderfully  consistent  througlmut,  in  consti- 
tuting the  most  unlawful  act  the  mind  of  man  can  possibly 
conceive  ?*%( /year,  hear!  from  the tredutrif  bench.) 

Mr.  Lethbridge  now  called  the  attention  ot  the  House  fo 
a  passnge,  which  he  th.^uirht  would  of  itself  sClbstantiate 
all  comjilaint  ;  it  was  this  : 

"  But  no  wonder  when  they  have  so  entirely  departed 
from  tlic  ends  •f  ilieir  institution,  as  was  offlTed  to  be 
proved  by  Mr.  Maddocks,  and  acknowledged  by  th(?m* 
selvr:)  ill  the  never  to  be  fortfottrii  morning  of  the  lllh  of 

VuLi  II.— 1810.  "'U 
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May,  1809,  when,  from  beinif  Ihe lower  or  inferior  (for  it 
is  the  snnvr  sense,  one  fiein^  an  English,  the  other  a  Latio 
word)  branch  of  the  li^^fUlatarp,  they  have  become  the 
propr'K^om,  by  !)iirgigc  tenure,  of  the  whole  representa- 
iion,  and  in  (hat  ca(iaci(y,  inflated  with  their  htg:h-flowii 
fanciriil  iilca«  ofinajefily,  and  tricked  out  in  the  trappings 
of  royalty,  think  privilege  and  protection  beneath  their 
dignity,  assume  the  sword  of  prero^attre,  and  lord  it 
equally  over  the  kincf  and  the  people." 

Thrse  were  the  specific  passages  on  which  the  com- 
plaint was  founded  :  on  tliese  he  stood  cnllint;  upon  that 
honourable  hou>c  to  vindicate  Kself  from  a  series  of  unjust 
and  unjustifiable  aspersions,  and  punish  the  vigViticm  of 
their  privileges  in  what  manner  might,  to  their  wisdom, 
aj>pe(ir  most  fiftinif. 

.Sir  Frnncu  Ihirditl  said,  that  the  honourable  member 
(Mr.  I^ethhridfl^e)  must  point  out  the  nature  6f  the  charge. 
There  was  io  h^  (Sir  Francis's)  mind  no  charge  in  the  ex- 
tracts which  had  been  read  from  his  address  to  his  consti- 
tuents. Thai  address  contained  all  of  argument  that  he 
knew  on  (he  subject,  and  he  co^uld  now  add  nothing  io 
those  arguments.  '1  he  Address  waK  his.  The  arguments 
which  it  contained  were  his ;  he  was  ready  to  see  them, 
gubjeefed  to  the  njost  rigorous  inquiry  ;  but  till  he  should 
hear  frou)  the  honourable  member  something  in  refutation 
ofhis  prinelplesj  he  conltl  not  undertake  their  defence. 
Was  it  to  he  Mipposed  that  the  sin)j)le  act  of  arguing  on 
the  powers  of  tlioTomiuon^  was  a  criuMj  ?  Would  not  the 
hoMM*  eiuliire  even  an  abstract  doubt  of  tlieir  powers  ? 
This  doulU  \v;is  Ihe  entire  of  tlic  charge  i)ilherli>ad<l need  ; 
if  a  stronger  on<»  \\\y  beliim),  it  must  W.  broui^lit  forward 
before  he  cotd.l  be  expected  Jo  meet  it  hy  an  answer.  He 
wjm\\illiw«j  to  abide  by  the  fact  and  aririnnent  of  that  pa- 
])er  ;  he  woiiM  ^!and  llu*  issue,  but  if  it  were  even  the 
J)l^^^^ure  of  tl)e  houve  thit  he  s!»(miI(!  noxv  >utlidniw,  he 
>>as  re.uly  to  »ilhilraw. "  {Cms  of  A'>,  Xo,  frotn  ike 
A(»wve. ) 

A/r,  SfiCithrr*  "  This  Is  the  form  of  pro:  eruling ;  an 
ho'iourable  meml)er  >»(ates  his  cojuplivint  to  tlie  housi';  the- 
honourable  member  w!ij  is  the  object  rtf  the  complaint  is 
then  heani  iiJ  reply  ;  he  admits,  or  repeN,  or  denies  the 
st.ilement.  It  is  th^MMi^toni  that  he  should^fhen  withdraw, 
aiul  it  beeomes  the  p«rl  of  the  honourable  mover  tj  sub-  ; 
mil  u  uiotiou,  founded  on  the  subject  of  oflence,'  io  the 


mas6h  37.}^  '     BQEAcn  of  pairttEGE.  '  '147 

house*  It  then  becomes  a  matter  of  debale,  as  any  other 
motion  may,  and  may  be  carried,  or  amended,  or  aniinlled, 
attbediscretion  of  (he  bouse.  It  ceases  to  b(^  inlerfered 
with  by  the  honourable  member  whose  conduct  has  fur- 
nished the  complaint.  This  is  the  form  of  pari  aincniary 
proceedin£r;  the  old,  unchanged,  and,  I  ho^e,  unchange* 
abhi  form." 

Sir  Francis  Bnrdett  then  withdrew. . 

The  Speaker  informed  tlic  honourable  mover  (Mr.  Leth- 
Vridge)  that  the  time  was  now  come  for  him  to  prepare  his 
motion,  as  the  honourable  baronet  had  ivithdrawn, 

Mr.  Lethhridt^e  then  rose  to  submit  the  resolutions 
which  he  me^int  to  found  u|K>n  thedocument  which  he  had 
given  in,  and  had  bee'i  read  at  the  tai)ic.  In  stating  the 
pounds  upon  wMch  he  feit  it  his  duty  to  bring  this  sub* 
ject  under  the  consiileratioii  of  the  bouses  it  was  iiis  tn« 
Jteiition  not  to  trespass  at  any  Iei)<]^th  upon  its  attention. 

Lord  Folkestone^  on  this,  called  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  to  order.  Jf  (he  honourable  member  %va8  to  make  a 
speech  at  all,  he  should  have  made  it  before  his  honouf- 
able  friend  (Sir  Francis  Burdett)  had  withilrawn.  When 
the  honourable  member  had  called  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  certain  passages  in  the  publication  before  the 
house,  which  he  charged  as  objectionable,  he  should  then 
have  shewn  how  these  passages  were  in  breach  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  that  hoose.  It  was  such  an  explanation  on  the 
part  of  that  honourable  gentleman,  which  lie  had  in  a  for- 
mer instance  called  for,  as  it  was  his  decided  opinion,  that 
any  speech  he  had  to  make  oufi;ht  to  have  been  spoken  be- 
fore the  honourable  baronet  had  withdrawn.  Undbubt* 
edly  the  honourable  member  was  not  called  upon  to  bring 
forward  his  resolutions  in  the  same  way.  He  was  himself 
fully  aware  that  the  practice  of  that  house  reqiiired  the 
honourable  baronet  to  withdmw  before  any  specific  mo- 
tion, founde;d  on  the  groumls  of  charge,  shouhl  be  submit- 
ted to  the  house.  He  be^rgetl  geiitlenien  to  consider  th(^ 
awkward  and  embarrassing  situation  in  which  his  honour* 
able  friend  was  placed,  by  having  wilrhlniwn  Ix^fore  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  hearing  the  stat^nnont  of  the  lio-« 
nourable  gentleman,  as  to  the  maniier  in  which  the  p^s- 
snges  specified  were  considered  by  the  honouriible  mem- 
ber as  violations  of  the  priviU'grs  of  that  Ijouse, 

The  Speaker  looked  upon  the  course  proptiscd  by  th« 
honourable  mover  to  be  pcr£L*ctly  consistent  witii  the  un^* 
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form  and  established  practice  of  that  house.  The  honour* 
jable  member  was  then  about  the  proposilion  which  he 
liad  felt  it  necessary  to  brinf  forward  respectin^r  the  parts 
,of  the  prodnction  which  made  the  foundation  of  his  com- 
plaint to  the  houi&.  He  apprehended,  therefore,  that  it 
was  perfectly  competent  to  that  honournble  member  to 
procc^  now  to  state  thr  reasons  upon  which  he  groulided 
the  motion  he  was  about  to  submit,  and  which  he  cour 
ceived  sufficient  to  justify  him  in  bringins^  the  complaint 
under  the  consideration  of  the  house.  Unless  he  hnd  in* 
advertently  omitted  some  step  in  the  progress  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, it  was  his  opinion  that  the  course  proposed  to  be 
pursued  was  strictly  in  order. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  coincided  in  tho  doc- 
fti;ine  so  clearly  laiddown  from'  the  chair.  The  individual 
who  thinks  it  his  duty  to  bring  forward  a  charge,  it' 
bound  to  make  a  complaint  in  the  first  instance  to  the 
house,  and  then  to  lay  the  particular  grounds  of  his  charge 
upon-  the  table,  in  a  specific  shape.  In  the  case  under 
^bonsideration,  the  whole  of  the  document  upon  which  the 
charge  was  founded  had  been  read  by  the  clerk  at  the 
table ;  and  the  honoiurable  member  bringing  forward  the 
charge  had  even  pointed  out,  and  read  in  nis  place,  the 
particular  passages  which  he  conceived  to  amount  to  a 
violation  or  the  privileges  of  that  hoi^se.  The  honourable 
baronet  had  had  an  opportunity  to  prove,  if  he  could, 
that  the  passages  so  specified  did  not  violate  the  privi- 
leges of  that  house ;  be  had  the  opportunity  to  shew  how 
far  they  contained  the  sentiments  of  a  person  who  entcr^ 
tained  a  respect  for  the  privileges  of  that  house ;  how 
far  they  were  iatiocent  in-  themselves,  or  justifiable 
upon  any  grounds.  The  honourable  gentleman,  thercf 
fore,  who  brought  forward  this  question,  was  very  pro* 
iperly  proceeding  to  state  the  grounds  upon  which  he  con* 
sidered  the  passages  he  had  pointed  out  as  violations  of 
^he  privileges  of  that  house.  Upon  the  principle  of  rea- 
•  soning  adopted  by  the  noble  lord,  the  honourable  baronet 
should  not  only  hear  the  grounds  upon  which  the  honour- 
able mover  brought  forward  his  resolutions,  but  all  the 
arguments  which  should  be  made  use  of  in  the  whole 
course  of  the  discussion.  (Noy  no!)  Upon  the  reason 
ofthethingj  be  woufd  admit^  that  an  individual  undejr 
an  accusation  ought  to  be  allowed  to  hear  all  that  might 
be  urged  in  support  of  th|3  charge  against  him.    But  upon 
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Tery  good  and  sufficient  reasons,  that  house  had  (honght 
proper  to  adopt  a  diff(>rent  course  in  its  proceeciinf^^  and 
to  act  uniformly  upon  the  principle  which  diclatcd  it* 
If  the  honourable  haronet  were  therefore  to  be  allowed  to 
hear  the  speech  of  the  honourable  gentleman- (Mr*  Loth* 
bridge),  he  woi^Id  have  an  equal  right  to  hear  the  whole 
discussion;  and.  as  both  were  inconsistent  with  the  uni« 
form  practice  of  that  house,  he  was  detcriniiied  to  support 
the  coarse  pointed  out  by  the  chair. 

Ijord  lolkesinne  offered  himself  unwillingly  to  the 
bouse,  particularly  an  he  diffcnxi  from  the  opifiion  of  the 
chair  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  course  to  be  pnrhuod. 
But  whatever  reluctance  he  mi<:ht  (cv\  on  the  occnsioit|  hfe 
was  bound  to  state  the  impressions  which  existed  on  his 
miml.  There  were  but  one  or  two  precedents  that  he 
could  call  io  mind,  as  having  occurred  since  he  had  the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  that' house,  both  of  which  were  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  conrse  he  |  ointed  out  ia  the 
present  instance..  One  of  ihese  precedents  was  the  cnseof 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  himself  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  Irtst  year.  In  that  case,  an  honoiirabhs 
member  (Mr.  Maddocks),  whom  he  was  ha])py  to  sec  in 
his  place,  and  whowotdd  correet  him  if  he  should  make 
^ny,  mistake,  had  submitted  a  brief  complaint  io  tlie 
house.  Exception  was  taken  to  the  proposition  for  pro- 
cleedin^  witl\the  charge  at  that  time,  and  conseqnentljr 
seme  days*  delay  took  pluce,  after  which  the  honourable 
member  brought  forward  his  charge  airain,  which  he  pre-  . 
faced  with  irn  argument  of  coiisiderahle  UMi^th,  slicwing  tlie 
grounds  U|x>n  which  he  founded  his  accusation^  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  then  heard  at  length  in 
his  defence,  as  was  nKo  a  ntible  \on\  (Cnsticreagh),  who 
was  implicHted  with  liim  in  the  transaction  whirh  gnre 
rise  to  the  charjje  (rrspcclin«^  the  srat  of  Mr.  Dick,  flien 
recently  vacateil).  l}f»fli  the  honniitable  meuihers  had 
had  the  advantnge  nf  hrarinij  tfee  sjx»ech  M'  his  honournble 
friend,  and  after  they  had  juaJe  their  defence  and  with- 
drawn, all  that  remained  (or  his  honouinble  friend  to  i^o 
was  to  submit  his  ivolion  to  the  house.  Tl>e  other  prea*- 
dent  was,thnt  of  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotlanil,  some  years 
since,  when  an  honourable  fru'iid  of  his  (Mr.  \V hi  bread) 
explained  thp  ground  of  his  accnsa'ion  in  a  long  s;  eech, 
reserving  his  motion  only  till  that  noble  lord  had  made  a  « 
long  speech  in  bibown  jiistificatioii,  aiul  withdniwn.  'I  he 
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«ame  course,  acGording  4o  all  the  informatiofi  which  be 
had  been  able  to  collect,  ought  to  be  parsoed  in  the  pi^ 
Knt  ca«e ;  and  it  was  upon  the  thoroagh  conviction  of 
the  propriety  of  that  course,  according  to  the  reason  of  the 
thing,  that  he  had  vei\tured  to  sugg^t  it.  The  rigltt  ho- 
nourable gentleman  &ccmed  to  have  greatljr  misunderstood 
the  views  he  bad  upon  this  qoestion.  An  honourable 
member  had  produced  a  pamphlet,  the  work  of  another 
honourable  member,  and  read  some  passages  from  that 

Eamphlet,  whicii  he  made  the  gronnd  of  a  charge  of- 
reach  of  the  privileges  of  that  house  asr^iinst  the  author. 
Ht)vv  such  passages  \\ere  a  violation  of  the  privileges  of 
that  house  had  not  l>rt'n  shewn ;  and  unless  that  could  be 
shewn,  and  iftbe  writer  remained  still  of  the  same  opinion 
as  when  he  wrote  the  pamphlet,  he  contended  that  liis  ho* 
jiourable  friend  could  not  know  on  what  ground  he  was 
charged,  or  in  what  manner  to  defend  himself,  particu- 
larly as  he  had  stated  that,  in  writing  it,  he  did  not  con- 
ceive that  he  was  infringing  auy  privilege  of  that  bouse. 
Jf  the  honourable  baronet  had  changed  his  opinion,  he 
might  undoubtedly  retract,  or  quaUfy,  or  even  excuse  his 
conduct ;  but  without  knowing  in  what  way  his  senti- 
ments, as  expressed  in  his  work*  were  consideretl  a  viola- 
tion of  the  privileges  of  that  hous»e,  it  was  actually  i):i** 
possible  for  him  to  know  what  defence  to  make.  He  could 
not  suppose  it  to  be  the  object  of  the  right  honourable 

Entlemaii  to  entrap  the  honourable  baronet  into  the  em* 
rrassmcnt  in  which  the  proceeding  proposed  must  un- 
questionably involve  him.  It  was  a  fallacious  argument 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  say,  that  if  tiie  ho-^ 
nourable  baronet  was  to.  hear  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  he  would  equally  be  entitled  to  hear  the  whole 
discussion.  When  an  honourable  member  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  a  grivc  and  serious  matter  of 
charge,  it  was  but  fair  that  the  accused  member  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  hear  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
charge  was  brought  forward  ;  and  after  defending  himself 
in  his  place,  he  required  to  withdraw  without  hearing  any 
part  of  the  subsequent  discussion.  The  reason  of  the  case^ 
therefore,  bore  him  out  in  the  course  he  recommrrided  ^ 
and  he  mubt  contend  that  the  honourable  baronet  was  en- 
titled to  the  fair  advantage  of  hearing  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  honourable  member  had  made  the  complaint 
and  charge  agaiubl  him. 
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The  Speaker  felt  himself  bound  in  daty  io  the  house  in 
bring  io  the  recollection  of  gentlemen,  that  in  cases  of 
complaints  afrainst  members,  there  were  two  sor(fi  of  pro« 
ceedings  resorted  io  by  the  house,  ivhicli  might  account 
for  the  diflerence  of  opinion  on  this  question.  One  of 
these-proceedings  was,  when  a  complaint  was  founded  upon 
a  written  paper,  or  other  document.  When  that  was  the 
case,  the  paper  on  which  the  cotnplaMit  was  founded  was 
|*iven  in  at  (he  table,  after  which  the  member,  the  object 
of  tfie  charge,  was  heard  in  his  defence  from  his  place, 
and  then  required  (o  withdraw.  The  house,  upon  ihat^ 
uniformly  proceeded  (o  discuss  the  merits  of  (lie  charge^ 
and  came  to  a  final  decision  upon  it.  The  other  courso 
was  (hat  which  was  followed  when  a  member  could  have 
no  notice  of  (he  charge  against  him  ;  in  which  case  the- 
fneml^er  bringing  forward  the  change  was  bound  lo  clear 
Ihe  grounds  ofh  is  mot  ion,  and  statethenatnreoflhecharge# 
To  this  description  of  cases  he  concievcd  the  case  of  the 
Lord  Adi(ocftte  of  Scotland,  already  alluded  to  by  the 
tK>ble  lord,  'to  belong.  In  that  instance  the  charge  was 
founded  on  a  letter  which  had  been  written  by  that  noble 
lord,  in  his  official  character,  to  an  individual  in  Scotland^ 
The  grounds  ot  the  charge  were  fully  stated,  and  th^t  noble 
lord  was  heard  at  length  in  his  defence.  The  house  would 
recollect  the  compients,  which,  after  (hat  noble  lord  hrvd 
withdrawn,  had  been  made  on  the  species  of  defence  to 
which  he  had  resorted.  The  noble, lord  in  tlint  defence, 
which  appeared  to  many  honourable  n.onibcrs  full  and 
satisfactory,  had  made  some  allusion  to  the  peculiar  laws 
and  institutions  of  Scotland  ;  and  it  must  be  fresh  in  the 
recollection  of  several  gentlemen,  how  these  allusions  Imd 
been  commented  upon,  and  the  comments  mnde  to bedr 
upon  theqtiestion  under  discussion,  lie  took  it  to  be  the 
right  of  a  member  uvder  accusati(  n  to  have  due  notice  of 
the  charge  against  him^butnnt  of  the  arguments  insupport 
6f  it.  if  an  honourable  member  was  entitled  to  hear  all 
the  arguments  in  support  of  the  charge  belbro  he  should 
withdraw,  then  he  should  not  withdiaw  till  the  hou^o 
sliould  have  passed  its  vote  ui.on  the  subject,  a  doctrine 
which  could  not  for  a  m/>ment  be  entertained*  The  cotirse 
of  proceedings  laid  down  in  the  text  books  directed  that 
in  c^ise  of  a  charge, founded  on  a  written  document,  that 
document. should  be  given  in,  and  (hat  the  member  under 
accubation,  after  being  heard  in  his  delcuce,  should  then 
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bere^atrecl  to  withdraw.  But  in  cases  where  Ibe  com- 
*plnilit«hoi]k)  not  be  fbuiided  on  any  writteD  document^ 
tfie  accused  party  ha^l  a  ri^ht^o  hear  the  grounds  of  the 
char^  stated  before  he  should  be  uut  upon  his  defence^ 
prc?iou8  to  his  withdrawing.  He  had  Mi  it  (o  be  his 
'duty  to  pot  the  house  in  posisession  of  these  circurostancefty 
lis  to  the  nnirorm  and  established  course  of  proceeding  ia 
all  matters  of  complnintsnffaiust  individual  members. 

il/r.  Letff^udtxt  ihci\  rose  to  state  the  grouinls  of  his 
char;^e>  and  declared  that  in  doing  so  he  should  be  very 
abort.     Many  rcu&ons,  he  observed,  induced   him   to  be 
^  brief  on  this  occasion.     The  principal  one  wns,  the  Utile 
kabit  he  was  in  of  addressing  (hat  house.     The  task  he 
bad  undertaken  wns  paiiiTul  and  difficult,  but  howeve^r 
'  painful  or  difficult  it  was^  he  felt  himself  called  upon  to 
Dring  forward  the  question.    The  letter  of  the  doqumeat 
ivas,  however,  so  clear,  the  real  question  lay  within  such  a 
small  compass,  that  it  would  rrquire  but  little  abiliti<ss  to 
ut  it  in  a  form  for  the  decision  of  tlie  house.    Really, 
m  what  had  fallen  from  the  i*obIe  lord  op|K)SLte,^oue 
uroold  have  supposed,  that  he    (Mr.  Lethbridge) 'had 
written  a  long  speech  on  the  subject,  the  copy  of  which 
be  had  drop|)ed  from  his  pocket,  and  was  round  by  the 
nojUe  lord,  who  .thought  to  embarrass  him  by  calling  for 
a  speech  no  longer  in  his  power  to  make.    He  had^  bow- 
ever^  no  object  but  to  state   briefly  the  two  resolutions 
which  he  meant  to  .propose.     These,  he  trusted^  would 
Ire  adopfwl   by   the  houj^e.     They  niust^   if  that  house 
wished  to  save  its  own  character,  and  that  of  Old  England^ 
He  spoke  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart.     He  wished   the 
honourable  baronet  to  hear  him.  (A  liwgh^andhearjhear  /}. 
Heshouhl  repeat  his  wish  that  the  honourable  tiaronet 
liad  not  l)een  prrclude<l  by  the  forms  of  the  house  from 
hearing  what  he  l^uid  to  say.     He  felt  no  hostility  to  \\\i\X 
honourable  baronet ;  he  bail  much  hi^rhcr  motives  for  his 
conduct  on  this  occasion.     He  was  convinced  that  if  the 
house  had'any  regard  for  its  character,  it  would  put  a 
gtop  "to such  proceedctigs  as  they  had  witnessed  of  Iate« 
He  had  heard  tilings  stated  in  that  house,  which  had  m^do 
the  hair  of  his  head  stand  on  end.  {A  laugh.)    He  could 

\  assure  the  house  that  the  feelings  of  horror  with  which  he 
heard  it  stated,  that,  }^  in  the  opinion  of  the  pnblic,  tlie  ' 

\ .  rrputatioij  of  that  hou>c  had   not  a  leg  to  stand  upon,*^ 
hud  produced  that  elilct  upon  him.    lie  trusted  that stfcb 
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proceeduiprs  would  beefi^tually.put  a  stop  io^  and  witii 
Ihat  view  he  should  propose  the  allowing  resolutioiis  fof 
the  adoption  of  the  house.     ' 

1st.  Resolved,  That  the  letter  signed  Francis  Burdett^ 
and  the  further  argument,  which  was  published  in  the, 
paper,  called  Cobt)eU's  Weekly  Register,  on  the  24th  of 
this  instant,  is  a  libellous  and  scandalous  paper,  reflecting 
upon  the  just  rij^hts  and, privileges  of  this  House. 
•  Sd.  Resolved,  That  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  who  suffered 
the  above  articles  to  l^  printed  with  his  name,  mid  by  hiv 
authority,  has  been  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  privileget 
of  this  house. 

Mr.  Blackford^  in  rising  to  second  the  motion,  said'^ 
that  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  use  many  woidf. 
He  begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Arthur  Paul,  in  the  jear  1958.    Ifi  that  case,  the 
liouse  had  voted  a  publication,  to  which  its  attention  had 
been  called,  riot  only  slanderous  to  the  character,  but  de* ' 
rogatory  from  the  dignity  ^nd   Iionour  of  that  house. 
Mr.  Paul  was  afterwards,  on  being  found  to  have  beea  the 
.author  of  the  paper,  appointed  a  day  to  be  heard  in  his  de» 
fence  in  the  committee  of  privileges,  after  which  he  w£|V 
sequestered  {he  believed  ordered  to  wUhdrftw) ; .  and  the 
house  proceeded  to  a  discussion  as  to  his  punishment, 
whicJi  was  voted  unanimously.    He  was  satisfied  that 
there  were  many  other  prececlents  wliich  could  be  pro- 
duoed,  but  be  had  referred  to  the  earliest  he  could  find^  to 
shew  that  the'  house  had  been  at  all  times  jealous  of  such 
violations  of  its  privileges  (/Tear, /tear/);  and  he  trusted 
that  it  would  not  be  less  so  in  the  year  1810  than  it  had 
been  in  the  year    1558.   (Hear,  hear!)    If  the  house 
should  not  vole  this  production  a  slanderous  and  libellous 
paper,  derogatory  from  the  character  and  honour  of  tlie 
.house,  it  would  not  shew  a  proper  regard  to  its  own  di^« 
nity.    He  should  have  thought  that  no  doubt  could  eust 
that  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend  would  have  been 
agreed  to,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  significant  cheers  froin 
the  gentlemen  opposite.    Before  they  should  come  to  a  de^ 
cision  on  this  question,  they  were  bound  to  consider  well 
the  nature  of  the  paper  under  consideration,  and  the  cir<* 
Gum^tances  under  which  it  had  been  produced.    The/ 
were  bound  to  weigh  well  the  consequences  of  not  adopts 
ing  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friends    How  eottld  the/ 
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Jiesitaf(€^  wberi  lliej  recollected  the  spirit  of  Jacobinism 
jivllich  existed  in  tbe  country,  iivbef her  in  leaders  or  dis- 
ciples, were  but  few,  but  whose  object  it  was  to  dispute 
Utid  hrinif  into  discrc^dit  the  authority  of  that  house  t  If 
this  spirit  should  not  be  checked  in  tinie,  it  would  not 
only  take  away  the  dignity,  the  character,  and  the  autho- 
f  iiy  of  thai  house,  but  destroy  the  rery  existence  of  it  as  a 
branch  of  the  legislature. 
•  Mr.  Potisonbj/  observed,  that  neither  the  bonourabU 
«iio?er,  nor  the  seconder  of  the  resoludons,  had  a  deeper 
4iespect,  or  a  warmer  attachment  to  the  priviieg'es  of  the 
house  of  commons  than  he,  humble  as  he  was,  enter* 
laioed.  All  his  conduct,  since  he  had  boed  a  member  of  that 
house,  bad  shciin,  that  he  had  never  offered  the  slightest 
disrepectto  the  character,  nor  in  the  slightest  degree  inter* 
feied  with  the  privileges  of  that  house.  But  the  motion 
l^efore  the  house  appeared  to  be  one  which  required  lite 
{^eatcst  deliberation,  in  order  tiiat  they  should  come  to  a 
solemn,  ju6t,  and  useful  decision.  The  paper  read  by  the 
clerk  was  a  long  one,  and  though  the  honourable  gentle- 
ttiaii  had  pointed  out  some  particular  passages  as  the 
fgrounds  ofliis  complaint,  still  it  woukl  be  difficult,  in  case 

^  «>f  so  long  a  i)aper,  to  decide  whether  the  particular  pas* 
jages  would  support  the  charge,  without  the  opportunity  of 
oonsiderinff  all  the  parts  of  it.     How  much  more  difficult 

'  thep  would  it  be  in  case  of  a  paper,  professing  to  be  a 
legal  argument^  founded  on  the  known  laws  of  the  land  I 
He  trusted  that  he  should  not  be  thought  indificnent  to  the 
privities  of  that  house,  if  he  moved  an  adjournment  of 
the  discussion  upon  this  motion.  Ail  the  members  of 
that  house  liad  devoted  their  minds  to  the  question  rc^ 
specting  the  expedition  to  Walcheren,  the  discussion  of 
which  was  still  pending.  No  honourable  gentleman, 
with  the  exception  of  the  honourable  mover  and  seconder, 
had  ffiven  such  attention  to  the  question  iitimediately  be* 
tore  tM  house,  as  to^  be  able  to  lay  his  hand  upon  his 

.  heart,  and  say  that  he  was  prepared  to  give  a  ioir  and  dis- 
passionate vote  upon  it*  Whatever  usigiu  be  the  ultimate 
decision  of  tbcT  house,  it  would  have  more  weight,  and  be 
entitled  to  greater  respect,' the  mora  consideration  should 

'^giv^n  to  the  question.  Upon  these  grounds  he  should 
move  that   the  discussion   be   adjourned   to   this  d^i^y 

et'Anight* 
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'  Tkt  ChmcrUdf  of  ike  Bxthequet  did  not  meM  to  op^ 
po<e  the  arijoumiaent  of  Ibe  qiiettion,  bill  expfetBed  % 
%is1i  that  the  ri^ht  honotimble  i^eritlenian  siiOQld^iiot  pof^ 
8^t  in  moviti|sr  ior  ^  lon^  an  adjournnaeni.  Ho  ahooM 
think  that  theheusc  \rould  proceed  with  Xht  dbciittion  oa 
the  oavliest  day  that  it  coukl  be  Me  to  become  acquaint^ 
M  with  fhe  liatore  06  the  charges  sufficiently  to  come  14 
ft  just  decision.  This  was  due  to  the  feeling  of  the  indi^ 
Vidual  06acerne(t.  The, house  would  recollect,  that  t&e 
koooorabie  baronel  had  l)een  ordered  to  withdraw,  and  to 
Kintsdf  be  did  not  know  what  efiect  that  might  hatewth  . 
nspect  to  questions  which  might  intervene,  befons  iht 
^^t^iont)n  the  present  question,  iie  was  aware  of  the 
prncitceof  the  boose  on  such  ocoasions,  and  throiwthe 
Dfa^fvation  out  wilh  a  Tiew  to  getting  informfttioii.'  If 
the  lnt1ivi(luT\l  could  return  to  bis  place  during  theadi* 
joitrrimetvi  of  Ihif;  dKcikisfUon,  it  might  beH  question,  wbe^ 
tbW  it  would  he  rittht,  tNtt  a  person  «hder  a  charge  foir^ft 
feveach  dl'the  privik-j>;es  ft(  ifaat  honse  shottld  continue  to 
^^y^  ^he^  privileges,  and  exercise  the  rights  beloagiiig  to 
iN  mHmhers*.  Upon  that  point  be  shonld  be  glad  to  receivie 
•f  nforfhation .  But,'^t  all  events,  he  should  think  it  woald 
b<^d«^irhMe  not  to  adjourn  (be  discussion  over  to-morrow 
of  Thuritday  at  ferfhcst.  The  house-tnust  be  aware  tbtit 
this*  WHS  a  question  rc^pfH^ting  i<s  O'vn  pri'vileges,  and  that 
^uch  questions  always  (oak  precedence  of  any  other  sub^i  ' 
jefet.  He  soggasfed,  therefore,  to  fht>  right'  honourable 
gi^deman  the  propriety  of  limiting  his  motion  for  the  ad- 
journment to  to-morrow,  in  order  that  whatever  might  be 
Che  decision  of  the  b6use,  it  should  be  cotne  to  as  soon  at 
p06sit>le.  .If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  should  not 
amend  his'  motion,  w$i  he  suggested,  by  substitating  to* 
morrow  for  f hisday  se'nnigli),  he  should  move  an  amend- 
laent  to  that  e&bdt.  '^me  delay  he  thought  necessary 
became  of  the  IHigth  of  the  paper;  but  every  honoural^ 
gentleman  mfust  know,  Ihnt  they  could  have  suificieftt  op* 
portnnity  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  eon* 
tentsrof  the  paper,  soas  to  be  prepared  for  the  discaaaioli 
-before  they  should 'meet  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Whitbread  contended,  that  his  right  honourablo 
friend^  in  moving  the  question  of  adjbumment,  had  no  ob- 
ject  in  view  but  to  enable  the'  house  io  come  to  a  fair  aa4 
just  decision,  when  they  should  be  in  full  possession  off  tb#. 
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nvhol^  ef  the  cofiteiit»  of  the  paper.  The  right  honour- 
Mhk$  geiithniftD  opposite  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)' 
mmt  lie  aware  that  there  was  at  this  moment  a  most 
Impditafft  discussion  pending,  on  a  subject  relating  per* 
Aonally  to  himself^  though  so  highly  interesting  to  the 

IuMic.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  impute  to  the  right 
oBourable  gentleman  any  design  to  bring  in  any  other 
question  to  interfere  with  the  progress  of  \hi\i  in  which  he 
was  so  deeply  concerned.  (Hear,  hear!)  He  coatd  not 
suppose  it  that  right  honourable  gentleman*s  wihh  to  gire 
precedence  to  another  question  with  any  view  to  dislraol 
the  attention  of  that  house  and  of  the  public  from  the  sub^ 
ject  which  bad  occupied  i^o  much  of  both.  Many  ho- 
nourable members  were  anxious  to  deliver  their  sentimehts 
on  that  subject ;  and  his  right  honourable  friend  was  ever 
in  possession  of  the  house  for  the  purpose  of  stating  his 
4>piRion  uponit.  When  they  considered  that  the  pro«ei»t 
4€fbate,  produced,  no  doubt,  by  accident  alone,  had  been 
protracted  to  so  late  an  hour,  as  well  as  the  abort  period 
that  roust  necessarily  intervene  between  the  termination 
of  the  debate  of  this  night,  and  the  time  of  .their  meeting  to^ 
morrow,  gentlemen  would  be  convinced  of  the  ira possibi- 
lity iha^  members  could  come  down  to*morrow  pfToperly 
prepared  for  the  discussion  of  this  question ;  so  import* 
ant  not  alone  to  the  honourable  baronet,  but  to  the  interest 
of  the  house.  For  himself,  be  oould  say,  that  he  was  not 
prepared  at  present  to  go  into  thfit  discussion,  neither 
could  he  be  prepared  by  to*morrow^  All  that  was  asked 
^v  was,  that  tliey  might  go  into  the  discussion  on  the 
earliest  day  after  they  should  be  prepared  to  resume  it, 
with  eflfect. .  That  could  not  be  the  case  to-morrow»  The 
debataon  the  expedition  could  not  be  expect^  to  termi* 
inate  that  night ;  olr,  if  it  should,  would  conclude  at  so  late 
an  boar  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  gentlemen  to  make 
themselvet  sufiicicntly  aequninted  with  (he  circumstances 
of  the  case  then  uiider  ponsideration*  He  should,  thers» 
ftis,  as  the  debate  on  the  es^pedition  could  not  possibly 
iferminate  before  Thnrsday  mornings  propose  .to  his  rijcht 
honourable  friend  to  take  Friday  instead  of  this  day  se^n* 
ikigbt  as  Ike  day  to  which  the  debate  should  be  adjourned* 
Tke  hohpurable  member  concloded  by  moring  an  amend- 
ment to  thateffect. 

'  IjOPd  ialke$t€lfe  considered  the  question  so  important 
to  the  house  and  the  honourable  baronet ,  that,  though  hie 
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shenhl  not  bimself  kave  moml  the*  arfiMrnmeiit  '9f  the 
d»oQ8Bioii,  he  yet  was  glod  thst  H  kad  been  moted^  m 
ordev  thM;  he  and  otiter  hcmoiirable  laembeni  ta\^hi  be 
enabled  to  come  down  better  iMrepaffed  fer  tbe  difcvmem 
From  tbe -attention  he  had'fiaid  to  the  subject,  iiiorr'per«> 
fcafm  than  oiiher  membersy  he  was  oonTiMcecl,  that  when 
gentbnien  considered  it  maturely,  tlif*y  wottkl  not  rc^gKl 
thai  the  inore  distant  day  bad  been  pn*ferred  fur  ihe  ad« 
joornmfent.*    Tlie  qnestton  respectins^  the  privilfgea.of 
that  hoHse^  had  been  discussed  by  more  and  higher  aii« 
thoritieB'than  any  other,  perhaps,  that  eonkl  be  made 
the  subject  of  investifvatior^.     The  more^  therefore,  thai 
gentlemen  consulted  these  authorities,  the  greater  neces* 
sity' they  would  feel  for  deitberate  consideration*     On  that 
goKind  he  trusted  that  the  house  would  agree  to  the  anore 
distant  day.    He  begged  gentleman  would  not  take  up 
the  ttoeation  as  lightly  as  had  been  done  by  some  of  the 
menibers  who  had  already  spoken  ;^   and  trusted   that  it 
wvxdd  be  regarded  with  mneh  more  serions  cofisideration 
tbap  .appeared  to  have  been  bestowed  upon  it  by  the  ho« 
noorable  moTer  and  seconder  of  the  resolutions.  It  would 
be  necessary  for  gentlemen  to  insider  drily  what  wcyre  the 
priTileges  of  that  house,  without  referring  to  any  expies» 
sioaa  which  might  have  been  used  in  a  former  debate^  or 
leaorting  to  the  stale  and  senseless  topic  of  the  existence 
of  a  jaooinn  spirit  in  this  country.    1  be  manner  in  which' 
the  qnestibo  had  been  treated  by  the  honourable  mover 
and  seoonder,  made  him  appeehensive  that  they  bad  taken 
up  the  rabject  very  lightly  indeed.      Far  different,  be 
^  trusted^  would  be  the  degree  of  consideration  bestowed 
D^pon  it  by  the  house,  not  alone  because  it  was  of  .near 
and  anxious  interest  to  the  honourable  baronet^  but  be« 
cause  it  was  of  tbe  last  importance  to  the  best  and  mest 
Tital  interests  .of  thathooee.    He  thought  it  his  diitv  to 
say  thb  much  ib  conteqnenee  of  the  sentiments  wnich 
luot  been  thrown  out  in  theshort.speecbes  of  thotwo  ho* 
noumble  ^^lemen  opposite,  and  was  determined  to  vote 
for  the  adjournment  to  the  more  distant  day. .      , 

Mr.  S^^Aen  declared  that  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord 
bad  furnished  him  with  an  unanswendde  argnhient  against 
Ike  adjournment  to  the  more  distant  day^  if  even  he  bad 
been  previously  disposed  to  Yoi^  for  it.  It  Iiad  been  said 
Sy  the  noble  loid  that  this  was  a'  question. of  much  dtffi- 
pulty^  but  for  bis  part  bo  cootd  not  see  in  wbi^  the  diffiv 
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en\ty  ^f  the  case  cooasteci.    If  an/ legal  doabt  existed 
as  lo  the  ooosilituitanail  exercbe  of  the  priviie^  of  that 
bousc^  iiivolwd  in  the  present  proceecling,  that  was  a 
icaaoD  9fhy  no  time  should  be  lost  in  getting  rid  of  that 
ikmbt*    Ii  was  (o  be  recollected  tftat  an  tndiyninal  was  art 
ystiBeiit  in  custody  in  consequence  of  the  exercise  of  that 
|xivile|{;e;  and  if  it  conld  be  possible  that  (he  confine^ 
men!  was  conlrary  to  law,  no  time  should  be  lost  in  s^t* 
llinga  point  which  would  release  a  fellow  subject  frim  nit 
luacoDstitutional  restraint.     He  felt  a  strong  iivtsii  that  hia 
right  honOttcable  friend  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
Jbavii^  the  earl ijcst  decision  upon  a  question  inferestine  (o 
hb  feelings  and  character ;  but  he  was  not  then^fbre  to  be 
insensible  to  the  sitontion  of  another  individuflil  of  h??^  ft\^ 
]ow*:>ubjeds   now  in  coiffineroeat,  whose  rcl/*H^e  mis^lit 
depeiHi  upon  the  decision  of  the  debate  propositi  to  be 
adjourned.     Had  it  not  been  stated  in  the  pa?^^r"Ot'  the 
Jionotirablebaronot)  that  the  warrant  of  the  speaker  f(>t 
committing  the  individual  to  whom  he  nllnded  wa*!)  iilt^- 
gal  ?   If  any  doubt  existed  as  to  its  legality,  the  (f  icstioh 
iooght  to  beset^at  rest  as  early  as  possible.     If  the  wnr^ 
'tant  shooU  .prove  to  be  ill^al^  then  the  periVm  in  «:u$torl)r 
jDOst  necessarily  be  released  ;  whereas;  on  the  contrary,  if 
it  should' be  establisbed  to  be  legal,   in  that  case  ihere 
Goiild  be  no  doobt  that  the   statement  of  the  honour- 
able baronet  was  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  tbat^hotise ; 
biit  in  either  case,  it  was  desirable  to  come  io  a  speedy, 
decision,  and  thoiefere  he  should  vote  im  (he  more  mo- 
: derate  adjournment.     It  liad  often  betHi  im patted  to  "his 
rigitt  honourable  friend,  that  he   prc^r^nt   proceeding 
upon  qsestions  relating  to  the  dignities  of  that  bousf*, 
than  upon  questions  personally  intcrei>tttig  to  himself;  far 
the  present  case  he  could  not  see  what  was  to  be  gained 
•or  lost  by  a  delay  of  a  few  hours,  and 'therefbre  hhouHl 
irote  foFttie  adjournment  to  the  next  day. 

The  Chnneellor  of  the  Eaccktqutr  would  say  bu^  a  few 
words,  though  the  new  question  would  authorize  him  to 
sneak  again.  When  the  honourable  gentleman  o))|;osile 
(Mr.  \yhitbliead)  bad  broadly  imputed  to  him  «  motive 
in  vishiag  for  a  delay  of  twenty-four  hours  in  the  pre* 
iriously  pending  discussion,  he  could  not  sit  silent  undet 
the.  imputation.  If  he  had  wished  for  delay,  he  miVht 
have  applied  for  it  at  the  oommencement  of  the  di>cu»- 
4ion,  on  the  ground  that  some  of  the  papers  neees^ry  to 
form  a  judgment  upon  tlie  case  bad  not  been  delivered  to 


loembera,  aod  olbf  rs  were  not  yet  on  Hmr  <a1jle.^  Ait 
npfilication  for  furlber^laT-,  founded  vpdn  rach  A  sfate^ 
incoty  no^  hooourable  menifaer  could,  be  wnt  persu^etfed^ 
|i^ist.  11^  was  as  desirous  a»  any  hononraUe  roetttbet*  thai 
tbedisquaioariiould  pioce^y.and  if  it  was  to  be  Inters 
supted)  was  that  inteirrupliofi  to  be  tntpiited  to  him  ?\Had 
lie:  advised  tbe  hoiioacable  baronet  to  publts<h  that  st^kte^ 
meut ,  which  was  the  foundation  of  tbe  charge  against 
hitn  ?  Had  he  any  coneern  in  the  mode  in  whieh  tbeques* 
(ion  bad  been  ImiHght  under  the  consideration  of  the 
house  I  All  that  the  noble  lord  had  said  on  the  principle 
of  the  law  of  the  case,  had,  as  had  been  ably  slated  by 
his  honourable  friend,  made  against  his  own  argument, 
and  was  a  sufficient  ground  for  avoiding  all  unnecessary 
delay,  Tbe  question  was  one  of  the  most  grave  nature, , 
and  of  the  last  impoitance  to  the  character,  the  dignity, 
tbe  honour,  and  the  independence  of  that  house.  The 
longer  tbey  suifered  the'descision  upon  it  to  be  de^yed, 
they  would  .submit  to  l)e  trampled  upon;  and  tbe  more 
they  would  betray  their  own  dignity,  feelingfi,  and  inde- 
pendence. The  law  of  the  case  had  been  discussed  and 
decided  iipoo  in  a  full  house  lately  (on  Sir  Francis  Bur* 
deiCs  motion  respecting  the  Hberatian  of  Mr.  Gale  Jones )^ 
aloioat  unahiroousty.  He  said,  almost  unanimously i  be- 
cause though  the  house  was  full,  only  fourteen  voted  with 
tbe  honourable  baronet,  and  many  of  them  had  voted  on 
(he  ground  that  the  previous  confinement  of  the  individual 
was  a  sufficient  punishment  for  his  ofience* 

Mr»  BatAurst  Mi  that  every  member  must  regret  that 
'this  question  had  been  forced  upon  the  consideration  of 
the  house.  He  thought  that  whUtever  opinion  might  be 
entertained. as  to  the  character  of  the  publication  in  ques- 
tion, the  dii&rence  of  one  or  two  days  could  not  be  of 
much  consequence.  He  thought  tbe  adjdUmment  should 
extend  till  after  the  decision  upon  the  question  r^pecting^ 
the  expedition.  He  had  read  the  publication,  and  thought 
that,  in  very  plain  language,  it  iropeachrd  the  legality  of 
tbe exerciseor a  privilege  which  was  ^tricfly  conformable. 
to  tbe  practice  of  that  bouse.  ;  For  his  own  part,  he 
thought  the  privileges  of  that  house  as  much  a  part  of 
tbe  law  of  the  laiid  as  tlipt  unwritten  law,  which  was 
universally  recognized  in  our  courts  of  law  ;  but  on  tbe 
grounds  haihad  before  stated,  he  should  irote  for  the  ad« 
jourmaeat'to  Friday. 
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t  Mr^  C*  Wyvne  xsefenod  to  sereral  cases  wbef«9  lindeT 
timiiar  circumstances,  a  (lelaj  of  several  days  was  allowed 
before  (he  discussioo  wa^  broiififitt  on.  He  iticibt  contend 
lliat  it  was  acluallj  impossible  for  gentlemen  to  be  pre« 
pared  for  tiie  discussion  to-morrow.  He  was  ^ne  of  those 
who  bud  voted  on  the  former  question,  and  might,  \)er* 
baps,  be  better  prepared  for  this  discussion  than  otht*r9*r 
But  when  he  considered  that  only  160  members  had  been 
present  at  that  dbcussion,  and  looked  round  him  now, 
and  ixTceived  that  nearly  400  were  ptesent,  he  could  not 
^^onceive  how  those  yA^o  bail  heard  no  part  of  the  forhncr 
discubsion  coiikl  be  prepared  so  early  to  cater  into  ihis. 
in  his  opinion,  tbercibre,  he  thonglit  that^  if  they  Con- 
sulted the  dignity  of  the  house y^  they  should  consent  to  the 
adjournment  to  Fiiday.     , 

\  Mr^  Miiddocks  said  a  few  words,  after  which  the  licmse 
divided  on  (he  amend^nent  of  the  Chaucettor  of  the  Bs^* 
ciiequcr,  on  lybich  the  numbers  were, 

For  4 ho  amendment        ^         -         196^ 
Agciinjitit  -  •  146 

Majority  -        50.        ♦ 

Strangers  were  excluded  for  a  con^iiderable  time^  dur- 
ing which  there  was  a  second  division  on  the  question, 
whether  the  farther  discussion  should  be  continued  that 
evening,  or  postpotied  liU  to«morrow,  when  the  numbers 
were,         ' 

For  the  postponement  •  311 

For  the  iaimediote  discussion  138 

Majority  •  ■  ■    ■  ■  73 

WALCM£RBN    BXPBDITION. 

Mr>  Ponsonby  resumed  his  argument,  and  b^^n  by 
observing  that  the  noble  lord  bad  stated  the  great  ofaject  of 
the  cx{)edi<ion  to  be  the  creating  adiverstontn  favour  of 
Austria*  He  irnd  been  much  surprised  to  hear  this,  when 
he  recollected  the  instructions  to  Lord  Chatham,  which 
Matcd^  in  eOect  that  the  particular  object  of  the  expedition 
,was  tbe  destruction  of  the  arsenal  at  Antwerp.  His  lord- 
ship could  hardly  now  tlicrefore  be  permitted  to  say  that 
this  was  an  object. secondary  to  the  chief  one^  of  giving 
assistance  to  Austria.  His  lordship  had  said  that  he  had 
called  for  ihe  military  opinions  not  to  determine  as  to  the 
exp(xiiency  or  inexpediency  of  the  expedition.  But,  ta 
ashist  bim  in  making  up  hii  mind  as  to  the  best  meaas  oi 
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c^rryini;  it  iii(o  execution*  Did  he  mean' to  sHy.,  i)ia(  hf 
asked  for  these  military  opinioas  in  order  (o  yidge  whe- 
ther he  should  send  out  the  expedition  or  not  ?  He  un« 
dersfood  from  ht^ gesture,  that  he  had  called  for  them  with 
that  view*  Then  why  had  the  noble  lord  decided  in  op- 
position to  these  opinions  ?  But  the  noble  lord  contended 
that  ho  was  not  to  be  bound  by  such  opinions,  and.iUus- 
trotted  this  by  saying,  that  though  one  might  receive  an 
opinion  from  a  lawyer,  that  the  title  deeds  of  an  estate 
were  bad,  he  would  probably  next  morning,,  purchase  the 

3^tata.    But  though  the  noble  loi^l  had  sent  out  an  expe- 
itioQ  in  opposition  to  the  opinions  of  general  officers,'  he 
was  muc)i  too  prudent  to  buy  an  es(ate*wi(h  (he  opinion 
of  counsel  that  tlie  title  deeds  were  bad.     But  the  noble 
lord  has  argued  that  government  was  not  bound   by  the 
opioiona  qt  military  officers.    True — they  might  act  on 
tneif  own  Besponsibility — but  then  they  were  bound  to  use 
their  discretioa  with  common  arnse ;  and  though  they 
were  not  bound  by  military  opinions,  yet  if  they  did 
think  it  right  to  act  in  opposition  to  them,  they  were  tlie 
more  deeply  responsible*    These  were  all  the  written  opi- 
nions which  the  noble  lord  had  called  for,  so  that  he  bad 
nofljing  to  produce  in  his  favour,  or  t«  set  against  thiise 
wbich  tended  so  strongly  to  discourage  tlie  undertaking. 
^The  noble  lord  had  been  pleased  io  blame  his  noble  friend 
for  closing  his  evidence  without  producing  General  Brown- 
rigg ;  but  his  noble  friend  had  sereral  times  called  for  Ge- 
neral firownrigg,  who  had  excused  himself  on  the  ground 
of  indisposition*     But  the  noble  lord  himself  had  produced 
htm|  and  what  was  the  justiYicatioii  drawn  from  his  evi« 
dence  f     Why,  he  had  snid,  that  if  the  expedition  had 
arrived  ^t  Saiitvliet,  on  thi:  2d  of  August,  itmi^rhthavc 
saccecded  in  the  ulterior  objects.     But  this  he  founded 
on  no  ii»val  or  military  anlhority,  but  confessed,  that  it 
was  merely  an  inference  of  iiis  own  frdni  casual  conversa-* 
ttons  with  miHtary  and  naval  officers.     But  ilie  noble  l{^rd 
himself  Jiad  fixed  no  period  for  ihe  arrivnl  of  the  arma- 
ment at  Santvlietj  and  it  must  oceurto  rvery^one  that  the 
course  of  deience  atloptctl  tended  to  inipiicat«f  the  com* 
«  standing  officers.    But  tiie  nol>lc*lord  mis  at  i)calat  tlie 
,  .aaiJmg  of  the  expedition,  and  knew  pertintly  well  that  it 
.   was  impossible  it  could  have  arrive<i  af  Snntvlict  on  ihe 
,  3duf  August*    The  lu&t  division  was. not  trkgraplied  to 
sail  till  titat  very  Sd  of  August,  on  which  da^  they  ought, 
Vol*  11*— 18J0.  Y 
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according  to  General  Brownrigg,  to  have  been  at  Sant« 
Tliet,  in  order  to  afford  any  reasonable  hope  of  sticcess. 
But  the  noble  lord  had  faveured  the  house  by  long  cita^ 
tions  of  the  case  of  Sir  John  Mordaunt's  expedition 
against  Rochefort,  in  ivbich  he  more  than  insinuates  a 
comparison  between  that  and  the  expedition  to  the  Scheldt, 
Lord  Chatham 9  the  great  Lord  Chatham,  was  in  that  case 
th^  war  minister,  and  failed.  The  noble  lord  was  now 
tibe  war  minister,  and  also  failed.  There  was,  however, 
some  little  difference  I>etween  the  two  men.  Lord  Chat- 
ham stood  at  least  as  high  in  the  opinion  of  the  country  as 
the  noble  lord.  Lord  Chatham  had  pretensioife  to  the 
confidence  of  the  people — which  the  noble  lord  \%ouId  be 
scarcely  hardy  enouj^h  to  think  himself  entitled  to.  Lord 
Chatham,  as  a  war  minister,  had  been  rather  more  snc« 
cessful  than  the  noble  lord,  and  with  respect  to  talents, 
there  might  be  those  who  thought  that  Lord  Chathani 
would  not  suffer  by  a  comparison  even  with  the  noble 
lord.  But  io  what  end  had  the  noble  lord  cited  the  soli- 
tary instance  of  Lord  Chatham*8  failure?  Why  select 
that  only  instance  ?  Why  not  look  for  some  of  the  many 
instances  in  which  he  had  succeeded  ?  though  it  was  to 
be  admitted,  that  the  comparison  of  a  case  of  failure  wiih 
any  measure  of  the  noble  lord's,  was  the  best  way  to  make 
t^e  comparison  itself  mote  apt,  and  thus  perhaps  it  was 
intended  to  be  argued.  Sir  John  Mordaunt  was  sent 
against  Rochcfort,  and  failed— Antwerp  is  circumstanced 
like  Rochefort,  therefore  we  sent  an  expedition  to  Ant- 
werp, and  failed  likewise.  But  there  was  some  difference 
in  the  amount  of  force  employed  in  both.  Lord  Chat^ 
bam,  in. the  expedition  against  Rochefort,  did  not  send  / 
out  above  8  or  10,000  men.  fie  did  not  risk  a  whole 
army  ;  he  did  not  expose  the  last  army  of  England  to  in- 
evitable destruction.  In  the  course  of  the  commentaries 
of  the  noble  lord  upon  the  evidence,  he  stated  that  tl»nt  of 
General  Brownrigg  was  the  roost  material  lb;it  app*  arcd, 
and  that  it  placed  the  merits  of  the  expedition  iu  a  c!(\urer 
point  of  view  than  thnt  of  any  o  her  witness.  Let  them 
now  ifefer  to  tliat  evidence.  The  noble  lord  would  not 
dispute  the  authenticity  of  the  papers  drawn  up  by  Ge- 
neral Brownrigg  in  his  official  capacity  as  quiirter-mastcr- 
general.  The  noble  lord  would  admit  the  authenticity  of 
the  paper  submitted  by  General  Brownrigg  to  the. lieu-, 
tenant-general  of  the  army  at  Batz,  on  the  !2^7Lh  of  August* 
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Here  Mr.  Poosonbj  read  at  length  the  joornal  of  the  army^ 
and  cofnpare<l  different  passages  wilh  the  elrideoce  of  Gc« 
iieral  Brownrigg;  ihjxt  officer  bad  affirmed,  that  if  the 
arm jr  had  reached  Santvliet  bjr  the  3d  of  Aggust,  the  uU  ^ 
terior  objects  of  the  expedition  need  not  hare  been  dlian« 
doned  ;  bat  it  appeared  fronoi  the  papers  before  them,  that 
cm  (hat  yery  day  they  had  rcceivcxl  intelligence,  that  the 
enemy's  fleet  u^ere  distinctly  seen  lying  at  Antwerp.     On 
the  4th  of  August,  the  ships  had  got  up  between  tliecita* 
del*  and  the  town.    It  appeared  too,  that  such  was  Uieir 
information  that  they  did  not  know  in  what  part  of  the 
town  the  naval  arsenals  were  situated — ^neither  was  it  then 
known  that  those  arsenals  were  protected  by  the  guns* 
from  the  ciladel.     On  the  8th  of  August,  the  day  befolio 
that  on' which  il  bad  been  said  that  the  army  might  have 
reached  Autwerp,  and  opened  a  fire  upon  it---on  th^t  day 
intelligence  was  received  of  a  considerable  increase  of 
foroe,  so  that  were  the  accounts  but  partially^  or  even  half 
of  them  true,  had  they  proceeded,  as  had  been  supposed^ 
from  Santvliet  on  the  5a,  on  their  subsequent  arrival  at 
Antwerp,  instead  of  findijig  it  in  the  defenceless  state  that 
it  was  expected  to  have  been  found  in,  they  would  have 
found  it  strong,  and  formidably  defended*    The  noble 
lord  had  spoke  of  the  quality  of  the  enemy's  troops  which 
we  would  then  have  to  contend  with  ;  but  did  the  noble 
lord  forget  what  undisciplined  troops  mitght  effect  while 
under  the  cover  of  town  walls,  fortresses,  and  batterie<i^ 
even  against  veteran  troops  ?    Did  the  noble  lord  forget 
(he  striking  instances  of  this  afforded  in  the  course  of  the 
Spanish  resistance  against  the  French  ?    In  the  field,  the 
armies  of  S|kin  were  uiuible  to  make  any  effectual  contest, 
but  under  the  walls  of  Sarogosha  and  Gerona,  the  mere 
peasantry  were  for  a  time  invincible.     On  the  10th  of 
August  they  had  information  that  (he  King  of  FloUand     < 
hud  reached  Bergen-o|vZoom,  and  that  there  were  near 
Antwerp  and   the  neighbouring  cantonments,  an  army 
amauuting  to  26.,000  men,  all,  or  the  greater  part  of  whom 
were  said  to  be  French.     But  what  said  the  army  journal' 
of  the  J4th  of  August?  that  the  commander-in-chief  had 
received  communications  from  two  moi»t  confidential  quar- 
ters, confirmii  g  the  truth  of  all  the  preceding  intelligence 
received  from  the  Jd  down  to  the  14ih,  respecting  the 
force  of  the  enemy,  and  the  strength  of  Antwerp.  On  the 
I8th  and  I9tb,  they  got  accounts  of  the  state  of  Lillo  and 
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Liefkeosboeik*  Bot  the  noble  loid  migb't  My  all  this 
iMM  inibrmiirion  pvtn  to  the  coimnaDderBy  but  vre  the  go« 
Temment  bad  bad  diifemit  information,  and  upon  that  we 
acted.  To  racufi  then,  fo  the  noble  loid^  own  informa* 
tfaHi.  And  here)  in  tbe  first  place,  it  was  to  be  remarked, 
that  tbe  penont  giying  the  information  were  not  miiitarx-— 
in  tbe  next  place  it  was  to  be  observed,  that  iht  citadd  of 
Antwerp,  which  wes  said  to  be  so  weak,  and  copeernitig 
which  tne  goyernro^ht  pretended  to  so  much  information, , 
that  there  was  in  their  own  secret  evidence  proof  that  they 
eotild  not  know  the  stale  of  that  citadel ;  noae  bat  military 
nen  were  allowed  to  go  into  the  citadel — with  so  much  care 
a«d  caation  was  it  looked  to  by  the  French.  Then  what  w&s 
the  information  with  respect  to  Lillo  and  Liefkenshbeik  ? 
"With  respect  to  the  former,  Fort  Lillo,  it  apffearcd  to 
be  in  a  strong  state  of  defence,  with  guns  mounted,  and. 
palisades.  'Hie  other  fort,  Ltefkenshoeik,  is  opposite 
to  it.  Of  the  two  the  scite  of  Lillo  appeared  to  be  the 
most  elevated.  The  informant  did  noi  believe  it  to  be 
bomb  proof.  Here  the  noble  lord's  own  spy  had  told 
ktm  that  LiHo  was  in  a  strong  state  of  defence*  B}^i 
there  was  other  information.  It  appeared  from  this,  th^t 
on  the  first  of  August  troops  were  marching  to  Antwerp 
from  all  quarters,  though  none  had  as  yet  arrived  there. 
.It  appeared  also,  that  on  the  fifth  of  August  the  garrisoii 
of  Antweip  consisted  of  5000  men,  being  conscripts, 
douanicfS)  and  volunteers.  On  the  5th  and  6th  troops 
from  Calais  and  Boulogne  were  marching  to  Cadsand  and 
Breskins.  On  the  9th  and  10th  there  were  at  Breda  and 
Bergen-op-Zoom,  from  5,000  to  6,000  Dutch  troops ;  and 
on  the  11th,  i\i  Bredn,  Bcr<ren-op-Zoom,  Antwerp  and  i(s 
vicinity,  and  (!adsand,  iherfi  were  ^6 ,000  troops,  exclu- 
sive of  the  garrison  of  Flushing.  The  head-quarters  were 
at  Roxcrthal,  and  the  anmy  was  commanded  by  the  King 
of  Hollnml  in  person.  Now  all  this,  it  was  to  he  recol- 
kcted,  came  from  the  noble  lord's  o\^n  spy.  His  own 
spy  told  him  that  thtn-e  Mere  2f),()00  troopji  in  the  vid- 
nity  on  tlve  11th  August,  and  lho^e  2(j,0()0  exclusive  pf 
the  garrison  of  FUishing.  This  was  the  species  of  encou- 
raging information  which  the  noble  lord  had  receiv^ 
from  his  own  spy.  (Hear^  hear!)  Not  a  single  oflicer 
or  engineer,  who  had  given  his  opinion  upon  the  remote 
practicability  of  the  expedition^  who  did  not  found  his 
opinion  upon  the  most  qualified  provision  of  every  thing 
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turning  out  favourable;  and  indeed  the  Qoble  lord  soemed 
inelin^  to  limit  the  provision  still  more,  b;  arjeuiugi  tUat 
the- expedition  must  have  been  suocessFui  if  ii  had  no 
obstacles  ta  contend  with,  either  as  to  the  .ekiuftits,  the 
cKoBAte,  or  tbie  etiemy.  (A  laugh.)  With  regnnd  to  the 
naval  part  of  theexpedition,  the  noble  lord  at  the  beftd' 
of  the  admiralty  seemed  to  be  as  provident  as  the  noblie 
lord  himself.     His  opinion,  given  in  the  secret  iuforma* 
tioii'respecliii^  tlie  navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  had  been 
treated  ^th  the  same  care  and  attention  that  distingutsbi^d. 
all  the  other  proceedings  of  his  lordship.    It  stated,  that  . 
Ibe  pfissage  from  the  Downs  to  Bathz  might  be  effected  in    ^ 
forty-eight  boQrs,  bat  upon  the  condition  of  the  most  &<« 
vourable  circumstances ;  and  that  io  effect  this  pa^sagft 
with  expedition  and  safety,  it  was  necessary  tliAt  (here 
should  be  a  pilot  jip,  ever^  line  of  battle  ,ship  and  frigate  ;' 
the  other  mode  of  securing  the  safe  passage  of  the  ships 
was,  4hat  (rf  having  the  channel  buoyed  ;   now,  with  re^ 
9petito  ike  buoys,  there  was  not  one,  and  as  io  the 
aamber  of  pilots,  there  was  but  one  for  the  whole  fleet. 
He  now  came  to  that  period  in  the  expedition  wh^n  the 
army  was  assembled  at  Bath:; ;   and  iubt,  he  would  beg 
the  attention  of  the  house  while  he  read  to  them,  i^t  gceater 
length  than  he  wished,  the  paper  addressed  bv  General 
Brownrigg  (o  the  general  officers  at  Bathz.    It  began  by' 
stating,  that-^  - ' 

.  *^  The  armament  having  arrived  at  the  point,  from 
whence  further  arrangements  are  to  be  made  tor  carrying 
into  effeGt  the  ulterior  object  of  the  ex|>edition  ;  and  va* 
rious  important  considerations  combining  to  call  for  an' 
immediate  dctermination.-^How  far  that  object  can  be 
obtained  with  the  means  in  our  power,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  detail  these  means,  and  to  advert  to  circumstances 
which  have  ensued  from  the  commencement  of  the  un« 
dertaking. 

.  ^^  And  first,  it  may  be  premised,  that,  according  to  the 
ortgtnal  plan  of  openitions,  it  was  intended  that  a  division  J 
of  the  army  bhoold  be  landed  on  Cadsajid,  and  by  that 
means  secure  to  our  fleet  an  entrance  into  the  West 
Scheldt,  and  prevent  succours  being  thrown  into  Flush- 
ing ;  thus  eflectually  blockading  ttie  fortress  by  sea,  while 
the  army,  which  disembarked  on  the  north  side  of  Wal-  ^ 
cheren,  completed  the  investment  on  the  land  side.  Tii^   . 
landing  on  Oadband  became  impracticable  from  the  tern- 
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peifttnous  state  of  the  weather,  the  force  of  the  enemy, 
^)c]  from  a  deficiency  in  means  to  debark  at  once  a  bodj 
of  troops  capable  of  contending  with  the  nambers  thero 
was  every  reason  to  suppose  would  be  prepared  to  dispute 
a  landinfT.*' 

.  Here  thus  it  appeared  that  the  farce  of  the  enemy^  and 
our  comparative  inefficiency  to  contend  with  their  increas* 
ing  numljers.  The  state  of  Cadsand  was  here  given,  and 
it  would  be  here  recollected,  that  General  Brownrig^,  in 
.  his  evidence,  distinctly  acquitted  Lord  Huntley  of  not 
bavi^g^  acted  right,  and  distinctly  stated,  that  in  similar 
circumstances  he  himself  would  have  acted  in  the  same 
way.  Where  then  lay  the  fault  but  with  the  planners!  ^ 
He  then  gota  on  to  say  that — '^^  Tliese  circumstances, 
which  it  was  not  possible  to  controul,  gave  the  en^^iny 
Ihe  opportunity  of  largely  augmenting  his  garrison  of 
If'iusbing,  which,  together  with  the  nature  of  the  ground 
on  which  the  attack  was  to  be  carried  on,  rendared  still 
more  difficult  from  the  extensive  powers  of  inundation  in 
the  enemy's  hands,  protracted  the  reduction  of  the  place 
to  fifle^  days  from  the  period  of  our  appearing  before 
it ;  notwithstanding  the  unremitting  exertions  of  the  navy 
and  troops  engaged  in  the  operation.  With  these  uii- 
controulable  obstacles  to  contend  with,  the  prospect  sooq 
vanii>hed,or  being  able,by  a  rapid  and  simultaneous  effort, 
to  carry  the  object  of  the  expedition  to  its  ultimate  extent^ 
and  which  could  alone  insure  the  complete  suctess  of  the 
entcrprize.  The  enemy  having,  for  some  days,  enjoyed  an 
4inin(errupted  communication  with  Cadsand,  and  havinjg 
by  this  means  more  than  doubled  his  force,  led  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  adding  to  the  besieging  corps  a  large  portion  of 
the  force  destined  to  proceed  by  the  West  Scheldt  to  the 
more  distant  points  of  attack  ;  and  rendered  that  force 
unavailable  fur  that  object,  until  we  became  possessed  of 
Flushing. 

^*  Having  thus  stated  the  actual  circumstances  under 
which  the  armament  has  arrived  in  its  present  situalioni 
we  must  next  consider  what  we  have  yet  to  accomplish^ 
and  the  force  likely  to  be  opposed  to  us. 

^^  The  strength  of  the  enemy,by  concurring  intelligence^ 
appears  to  be  nearly  as  follows : — 
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^^  In  Bergen*op«Zooiii  »  6^000    t 

"Breda  •  -  -  2,000 

'^  CuDtoned  betwcea  Bergen-op-iZoom  and 

Antwerp  -  .  •  15,000 

««  In  Antwerp  -  -  11,000 

"  On  the  left  bank  of  the  Schddt  3,000 
« In  Thoien           .               •  500 


WV" 


"Total  35,500 

And  thus  we  had  it  in  eTideqce  that  the  enemj'r  fiiroe  at 
that  time  appeared,  from  concurrinic  intelligence,  to^amooht 
lo  35,500  men.    He  (Mr.  Ponsonbj)  would  not  bero  a!ik 
whetfier  thb  account  was  or  was  not  exaggerated.    :G.e« 
neral  Brownrigg  had  since  reduced  it  to  .30,003 ;  but  bad 
there  been  but  twenty  thousand,  they  would  in  suchciN 
cumstances,  be  as  formidable  as  fifty.    The  success  upon. 
Antwerp  depended  ui^on  celerity  of  movement,  tluUce* 
Icrity  upon  effective  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  navy^ 
and  that  co<K>peration  on  the  reduction  of  the  forts  ^f 
Lillo  and  Leifkenshoeik.     Upon  the   1st  ofAngnst^tbe 
enemy's  fleet  was  atiove  the  boom  at  Lillo,  and  the  geoeral 
opinion  was,  that  that  boom  could  not  be  forced.     But 
the  statement  went  on  to  say  that  ^^*  Our  total  numbers, 
includins:  artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry,  amounts  lo 
about  30,000  efiective;  of  which  600Q  are  left  in  Wal# 
cheren,  and  2,000  must  necessarily  be  left  in  South  Beve* 
land,  giving  a  disposable  force  of  only  22,000  men  for  the 
siege  of  Antwerp  and  the  other  operations  connecteil  with 
it.     So  that  22,000,  to  say  nothing  of  the  casualties  of 
sickness,  w^re  to  advance  to  llie  siege  of  Antwerp,  and  la 
contend  with  33,500  men.     The  hpuse  will  observe,  how- 
ever, the  mode  of  the  siege,  as  recommended  in  the  follow- 
ing passage: — "  In  proceeding  to  the  siege  of  Antwerp^ 
it  would  no  doubt  be  a  leading  object  in  the  plan  of  ope- 
rations, to  accommodate  it  as  far  as  pobsiblc  (o  obtain  the 
co-operation  of  out  naval  means,  without  which  the  en- 
terprise would  be  clogged  with  the  difficulty  of  transport- 
ing by  land  frofn  the  pointy  of  debarkation,  throngh  an 
enemy V  country,  all  the  ordnance,  stores,  and  entrench* 
ing  tools  necessary  to  undertake  the  siege  of  a  consider* 
able  place,  and  to  provide  the  means  of  subsistence  ibr 
which  we  could  not  well  command  the  re>ourcos  of  the 
country  beyond  the  reach  of  our  arms  ;  and  it  would  be 
a  co(nsiderable  increase  qf  these  difficulties  to  collect  if 
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they  cao  be  had,  or  to  transport  ifthejr  be  prepared,  tlie 
TasI  quaDtities  of  jplaiforrosf  fascines  ^nd  ^oions  fequiv- 
«d  for  such  a  siege.  "  The  plan  by  which  only  ^he  co- 
opetmUon  of  altr  naval  force  can  be  obtained  would  be  by 
the' reduetion  ofLHIoand  Leifkenshoeik,  and  the  coixi- 

flete  investment  of  Antwerp  on  both  banks  of  the  river. 
fom  this  it  appeared,  that  nothing  less  than  the  com- 
plete investment  of  Antwerp  could  be  efTectuaJ.  Such 
was  the  language  of  the  general  who  h{^d  talkeil  of  takif)^ 
Antwerp  by  bombardment.  One  would  almost  h^.Icd  to 
doubt  upon  referring  to  this  paper,  if  (he  wrifcr  pf  it  was 
tile  saoie  gentleman  who  had  given  his  evidence  at  their 
bar.  The  noble  lord-  had  said,  the  expedition  had  not 
been  fiiMy  tried.  In  what  respect?  Did  he  mean  to.say^ 
that  the  ezecotion  had  defeated  the  plan  ?  Were  the  g(s 
netfals  wrong  in  retreating  ?  Would  the  nobk  lord  have 
iMid  them,  even  after  General  Brownrigg's  paper  of  the 
dSt)i  of  August,  have  gone  forward  ;  or  if  he  admitted 
that  nothing  could  have  been  done  after  that  period^  he 
called  vpon  the  noble  lord  to  state,  what  error  in  the  exe- 
cntion  was  the  cause  df  nothing  having  been  done  before 
it  ?  Why  not  openly  state  to  bis  majesty,  to  that  l)ou$6| 
,wh«re  and  how  his  plans  had  been  abused,  or  discomfit* 
td?  And  if  the  noble  lord  felt,  tljat  such  was  tl/b  fact, 
why  did  lie  not  move  a  censure  upon  those  men  who  had 
Mfused  inouiry  into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  that  e.xi>e« 
dition  ?  But  with  respect  to  Austria,  Austria  required  no 
such  exertion  upon  our  parts,  neither  as  to  number  nor  as 
to  place.  He  could  not  help  ,ad verting  here  to  the  nvin* 
.aer  of  expression,  to  the  general  tone  in  which  the  noble 
loid.had  last  night  conducted  his  defence.  The  noble 
loid  seemed  as  it  he  had  performed  some  great  service  to 
the  country,  and  was  in  other  parts  so  gay,  airy,  aad 
lightsome,  as  if  he  was  enjoying  some  pleasant  entertairw 
ment ;  and  that  too  while  he  was  answering  to  tlie  iepre« 
setiftatives  of  his  insulted  and  injured  country  for  the  ma^Jr 
thousands  of  his  countrymen,  whom  his  wild  fantastic  ex* 

Criments  at  expeditions  had  buried  in  a  foreigj)  grave, 
en,  no  doubt,  drffered  very  much  ;  but  be  did  not  think 
that  any  other  roan,  so  ciftumstanoed,  could  havp  spoken 
upon  the  subject  without  real  agony  of  mind,.  But  the 
noble  lofd  could  be  calm,  could  be  even  gay,  and  at  his 
ease,  though  be  had  done  this  ih  opposUion  to  the  suirtt 
of  all  the  opinions  be  had  coosuRecf.    Sir  Home  Popnam 


iriificn  27.]       -walcheren  expedition.  169 

An  vain  pressed  for  dispatcb,  and  threatened  the  noble 
}ord  of  tne  Admiralty  with  the  dreadful  donsequendies^f 
delay  in  having  to  contend  with  the  nio&t  serious  of  obsta- 
des,  the  elements;  but  the  noble  lord  kne>v  better*     '^,Go 
on,  Sir  FJome,,  only  go,  and  I  dare  say  you  will  do  very 
veil."    (A  laugh.)    Another  ground,  as  stated  by  Ite 
noUe  lord,  was  that  of  raising  the  character  of  the  army, 
lo  raise  higher  the  military  character.     Did  the  noblci 
l6rd  find  that  character  so  fallen  and  degraded,  that  it 
be<iam6  expedient  lo  throw  away  the  lives  of  a  great 
army  in  order  to  restore  it?    This  was  indeed  a  sompM* 
Tfitnt  to  our  military  means!  but  if  that  expedition  had 
Ibund  their  character  high,   had  it  hy  its  , own •  virtue 
-wcMrked  that  character  higher  ?     Were  had  we  met  the 
enemy  upon  equal  terms  and  not  been  conquerors  ?    But 
were  we  a  herd  of  the  veriest  cowards,  common  humanity 
shiould  have  prevented  him  from  such  a'cruel  experiment. 
^Nelson,  and  the  fights  of  Aboukir  and  Copenhagen  hati 
been  introdiicisd.     Why,  what  similarity  was  there  be* 
tween  that  hero  and  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  lato 
expedition,  whom  the  noble  lord  selected  for  celerity,  sa-« 
gacity  and  dispatch.     The  noble  lord  thought  he  was 
upon  8  rock;  he  called  for  acquittal  from  the  justice  of 
the  house.     He  (Mr.  Pohsonby)  called  also  upon  (he  jua* 
tiee  of  the  house.    He  asked  them  if  they  woul.d  say  that 
the  noble  lord  was  not  responsible  for  its  failure  ?    But 
the  ndMe  lord  had  indeed  reason  to  calculate  liberally 
upon  the  lenity  of  the  house.    They  had  often  pardoned 
Lis  offences  only  to  repeat  the  exercise  of  their  forgive** 
ness.    He  was  cither  wrong  or  he  was  right ;  if  right,  whjT 
that  latent  intrigue  amongst  his  colleagues,  in  which  even 
his  near  associates  took  a  part.     Why  did  they  all  agree 
that  he  was'  incompetent  to  the  situation  which  he. held? 
/Why  did  they  agree  that  he  should  stay  in  office  till  the 
lefmination  of  the  expedition,  he  himself  had  planned^ 
then  to  be  turned  out,  whether  that  expedition  failed  or 
succeeded  ?   He  (lV|r.  P.)  believed  that  tney  were  anxious 
to  send  out  the  expedition  in  order  to  send  outthe.nobte 
lord.     They  ^ere  so  anxious  to  get  rid  of  him,  that  thsy « 
soffered  him  to  plan  what  they  were  conscious  must  fiit)^ 
bdt  which  failure  would  relieve  them  of  the  noble  lord. 
The  house  then  Would  now  pause,  and  retrace  the  mia^* 
diievouf  effects  of  their  own  misjudged  lenity  towfirds  the 
noble  lord,'  and  the  set  of  men  who  have  bocn  so  lon^ 
Vol.  II.— 1810.  Z 
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dbusuig  it*  This  conduct  of  that  bouse  was  one  of  the 
moei  powerful  causes  ^f  the  late  calamitous  expedition. 
They  had  now  the  consequences  of  th^ir  weak  iiidulgence 
10  the  incorrigible  fatuitj  of  a  set  of  men,  who  thought 
t&at  because  they  were  tolerated  they  were  approri^d* 
Unfeeling  from  habit^  bold  from  ignorance,  and  confideni 
from  impunity,  they  grew  more  hardy  as  they  became 
more  criminal.  Let  the  house  assert  its  dignity,  by  wrest- 
ing from  them  the  means  of  doing  mischief.  They  had. 
heard  of  libellers  within  and  without  those  walls,  let  the 
house  be  bat  true  to  itself,  and  to  the  country,  and  such 
conduct  would  be  the  most  satisfactory  answer  to  all  suc;Il 
charges* 

General  Craufurd  thoucrht  that  in  such  a  question  as 
the  present,  where  it  regarded  the  |K)licy  of  an  expedition^ 
the  presumption  must  be  in  favour  of  government,  for  this 
reason,  that  they'  must  be  in  possession  of  more  accurate 
information  (alaitgh)i  accurate  in  comparison  with  the 
information  of  those  who  opposed  them.  As  to  the  aU&> 
gation  that  th^  north  of  Germany  would  have  been  a  pio« 
per  object  of  diversion,  he  could  not  agree  in  it.  Though 
we  wete  to  support  our  allies,  it  was  not  iiece^ary  that 
we  should  surrender  ourselves  to  them  at  discretion,  and 
adopt  their  suggestions  in  opposition  to  our  own  delibe* 
fate  judgment;  .  He  could  answer,  from  his  own  expe« 
riencc,  that  the  suggestions  of  allies,  in  this  respect,  were 
not  always  the  best.  If  we  had  sent  a  few  troops  to  tba 
north  of  Germany,  where  a  temporary  insurrection  might» 
thereby  have  been  raised,  what  would  this  be,  but  ex« 
posing  the  unfortunate  people  to  the  rage  of  the  tyrant^ 
and  leaving  them,  in  the  long  run,  to  murder  and  cruelly 
of  the  worst  kind.  This  would  be  the  mo^t  fansoos 
Mnchiavelian  policy.  Austria,  however,  having  thrown 
away  any  chance  ot  Russia  joining,  her  in  the  contest,  we 
could  no  where  march  an  army  where  they  would  not  be 
idtimately  expose<l  to  the  whole  force  of  the  French  ruler. 
Suppose,  even,  we  had  lind  confidence  in  the  perseverance 
of  Austria,  there  was  not  A  spot  where  wc  could  land  and 
.liave  a  depot  and  place  of  retreat.  '  In  these  circura^ 
stances,  co-operation  in  Germany  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. If  an  army  could  have  been  sent  to  Cadi2,  there 
we  might  have  acted  wilh  effect ;  but  tlicre  our  assiMance 
was  not  desired  at  the  time.  The  naval  arsenals  in  the 
Sgheldt,  he  did  maintain,  were  more  tbrmidublc  against 
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tasy  in  case  of  inrasion,  in  the  hands  of  the  itiler  oC 
France,  than  all  his  other  vast  BRd  unbounded  resources. 
A  basfin  had  been  constructing  at  Antwerp  for  the  aceom- 
/ntkkition  of  SO  sail  of  the  line,  and  to  what  bounds  this 
lUi^fat  be  carried  it  was  impossible  to  conceive,  there 
bv^ing'  no  bounds  whatever  to  the  resources  which  this  rirer 
^o'lired  in  from  every  quarter.  In  frost,  only  SO-sait,  it 
-^f^a^  understood,  could  be  accommodated ;  but  what  was 
ibe  Itnportance  even  of  this?  We  must  have  ^0  sail 
vmtchbi^  •  tliem  at  Yarmouth,  and  90  more  at  Deal,  and 
j^et  th^re  was  a  po^ibiKty  of  their  getting  out  by  conlitig 
'A>  leeWard.  It  might  even  be  in  the  power  of  so  extra- 
ordinary a  man  as  the  person  to  whom  we  were  now  op« 
"tipM!  Svas  known  to  be,  to  increase  the  50  to  100  sail. 
He^could  not  transport  his  immense  Boulogne  flotillo  to 
Mt  sbores  only  from  want  of  men  of  war  to  protect  ( hem. 
Lerthe  hduso  look,  then,  to  the  use  to  which  this  arma- 
ment in  the  Scheldt  might  at  one  time  be  employed, 
when  joined  by  another  from  HoHand,  in  effecting  a  land- 
ing on  the  eastern  coast  of  this  country.  *  Our  enemy 
itAew  too  well  io  make  an  attempt  at  the  invasion  of  Eng- 
Iftfid  without  such  a  force  a6  must  ensure  success.  He 
w^  aware  that  he  must  use  immensely  formidable  nieans. 
This  he  never  could  do,  while  the  continent  remained  a 
ch^k  on  his  actions.  This  was  no  longer  the  case,  aod 
be'  would  nnw  be  at  leisure  to  turn  bis  mind  to  the  inva- 
sion of  England  in  reality.  The  Schekit  was  one  of  the 
liMst  fbrrtiiduble  engines  for  enabling  him  to  accompli^ 
this  ^jeot,  one  indeed,  without  which,  he  never  could 
atC^nmt  it  with  any  prospect  pf  success.  Who  then 
wotttd  say,  that  this  was  an  expedition  not  called  for? 
^at  it  was  -not  one  of  the  greatest  national  importance  ? 
This 'Wad,  in  fact,  tlie  only  part  where  we  could  make  a 
diversion  iit  favour  of  the  common  cause,  and  the  n\>* 
peavftnce  of  part  of  our  army  in  our  enemy's  country,  at 
that  moment,  could  not  fail  to  have  been  most  embarrass- 
ing* to  him.  He  hoped  he  had  thus  pretty  clearly  proved 
file  policy  of  the  expedition.  (A  laugh.)  He  had  done 
so  as  far  as  his  shattered  brain  would  allow.  {Hear^ 
hear!)  He  then  proceeded  to  shew  that  Ihe  expedition 
Was  even  expedient.  In  doing  so,  he  commented  on  the 
opinions  of  the  officers  who  had  been  consulted  prt* vtous 
to  the  expedition,  and  contended  that  none  of  them  bore 
out  the  criminality  of  ministers  in  undertaking  the  ezpsi* 
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ditfon.    IritfTligence  had  also  been  received  that  the  ivorhs 

.of  Antwerp  were  in  a  defective  state; and  that  the  ivebps 

.'ivere  extremely  few  in  number.  This  had  eincei  been 
been  nriet  by  ccMintcr  intelligence,  but  tkeirecfified  state- 
ment seemed  to  be  false.  It  appeared  that,  there  were  not 
30,000  in  all,  including  seamen,  and  yet  they  had  been 
fold  that  in  ten  days  the  enemy  would  have  against  them 
40,i00  men  in  arms.  If  they  were  entitled  to  count  ibe 
men  taken  from  their  ships,  we  were  equally  entitled. lo 

•count  our  seamen,  who  would  more  thaa  douUethein. 

•  He  contended,  therefore,  that  it  was  in  evideaoe  that  the 
'  .  intelligence  received  by  government  was  correct  and  that 

.'government  was  justifiegl  in  undertakings  the  expedition, 
expecting,  as  iiad  been,  positively  stated  to  thein,<thatihe 
wind  and  weather,  at  that  season,  were  almost  uniformly, 
favourable;  and  it  appeared  in  evidence, . that  to  find 
wind  and  wealher,  «uch  as  the  British  had  experienced, 
it  ^\as  unusual  indeed.  Thus  were  ministers  completely 
justified  in  undertaking  (he  operation..    He  should^shcw, 

-however,  the.practicability^  as  well  as  possibiiity  «fi  ac- 
complishing the  undertaking;  and  that.ministers  aekfd 

'With,  the  greatest  propriety  in  adopting  the  pand  line  of 
policy  pursued  by  them  on  this  occasion,  f  be  instmc- 
lions  as  to  the  diversions  of  dilFerent  corps,  in  the  firj$t 

•place,  he  couUI  easily  reconcile  with  the  possibility  of 
carrying  a  sufficient  force  to  the  ulterior  destination. 
The  great  poittt  to  be  kept  in  view  by  a  commander, 
where  he  had  distinct  operations  to  carry  on,  was,  always 
to  take  ats  much  to  tlie  ulterior  destination  act  the  iktitr6er- 
vice  iii  which  l»e  had  been  engaged  would  permit.  That 
.  Cadsand  might  have,  been  taken  bad  they  gone  tip  the 

'  WieUng  l^assage,  by  the  division  of  Marquis  Huntley ,« he 
was  confident,  and  the  whole  of  I'^lushing  might  havet)een 

.taken  possession  of  by  7000  m^n*  ihr destroy ir.g  tbe  immns 

pf  Cadsand  communicating  with  Flushing,  mt  division 

which  had  taken  possession  pf  it  might  bare  departed, 

without  leaving  a  man  behind  ^proceeded  ap  theSdieldt, 

and  been  disposable  for  the  occupation  of  Santvliet.    If 

'   the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  able  to  take  a  part 

•    in  military  transactions,  he  would  have  undertaken  \f^ 

^nve  conquered  Flubbing  ivith  6000  men,  and  would  have 

t^swered  with  h^  head  for  the  success.     Leifkenshoeik 

'   might  be 'taken    in    the    same  manner  in  three  days;. 

-^  iTijence  they  >Yonld  prpp^  agaifist  Lillp^  and  t^k?  ^ 
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too*    If  things  migiit  not  be  doiie  as  lie  bad  now  stated, 
he  would  consent  ihat  any  ni^iUiary  reputation  be  ever' 
had  sh  old  be  blasted  for  ever. 

It  fniglit  be  asked,  what  would  be  done  with  South  Beve« 
Idndi     To  this  he  answered,  that  the  b  ilteries  might  have 
been  taken  in  a  few  hours^  by  the  boats  belonfl^in^  to  the 
ahlps*     Then  they  would  proceed  to  Bu<hz,  which  might 
betaken  with  in  the  same  time  General  Hope  had  employed 
in,  that  service.      Having  taken  Lillo  and  Liet  kenshoeik^ 
and  opeoed  the  Scheldt  to  the  navy,  he  should  then  bi^ve 
looked  toa  combined  operation.     It  was  in  evidence,  that 
the  officers  employed  in  the  expedition  would  haye  engaged 
.  to  have  opened  a  fire  on  Antwerp,  from  30gniis,  within  10 
day^  after  landing.     He  would  not  be  satisfied  with  Ulis^ 
but  would  have  combined  with  it  an  o|>ening  on  their  gla« 
oicn     With  the  assistance  of^uns  from  tiieslnps,  he  would 
have  engaged  in  this  manner,  withirv  J5  days,  to  have 
made  a  wreach  on  their  glacier,  which  would,  he  was  con* 
Tineed,  as  was  almost  uiiifoi'mly  the  case,  have  ended  in 
ttie  immediate  surrender  of  ilic  town,  rather  than  encounter 
the  horrovs  practised  by  an  outrageous  soldiery.    As  to  the 
force  which  he  would  have  been  able  to  bring  to  this  service, 
afS&fiOO  men  arrived  in  the  Scheldt,  7000. being  left  in 
Flashing,  2000  atSouth  Beveland,  2000  at  Santvliet,  aad 
7000  at  Lillo  and^  Liefkenshoeik,  there  would  remain 
SO,0B0,  which  he  would  divide  in  the  following  manner*— 
8000f  with  a  body  of  seamen,  &c.  for  carrying  on  thesiege, 
dnd  12,000  to  cover  the  operations.     With  that  force,  he 
l^edged  himself  that  he  would  have  effected  tiie  object. 
As  to  the  garrison  of  Antwerp,  their  only  chance  to  secure 
themselves  would  be  by  remaining  within  their  coverings 
They.woald  thea  proceed  to  Breda  and  Bergen-op-Zoom, 
which  they  would  also  attack,  and  which,  by  God,  they 
would  alsabe  able  to  take.  {Order ^  order ^  and  a  laugh!) 
These,  he  pledged  himself,  might  be  done,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  accidents  of  wind  and  weather.     lie  next  adverted 
to  the  'arguments  advanced  ag&inst  the  detention  of  th^ 
'  island  of  Walchereu,  and  though  teeling  with  deep  regret 
for  the  valuable  lives  which  had  i>een  lost,  still  he  contended 
.  that  ministers,  if  they  had  hastily  abandpned  sucha  |)0:3ition, 
which  neutralized  their  navut  force  in  the  Scheldt,  would 
.  have  been  deserving  of  the  highest  censure.     Many  wero 
*  the  instances  where  it  was  proved  that  the  visitatipu  of 
§ vpQ  tUc  i^iost  pestilential  sickness  was  not  considered  f^ 
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justifiable  /Erroiind  for  the  evacuation  of  an  important  pos** 
ftc:i»t6u.    When  Gibraltar  was  visited  with  the  pl<i<]:ne,  d'lA 
the  government  of  that  daj  issue  orders  ibr  witl^drawjng 
its  garrison?    On  the  contrary,  reinforcements  were  sent 
ooi  during  the  progress  and  conttnnance  of  the  mulad/; 
a^d  even  GemrnI  Fox  was  at  thai  particular  period  sent  out 
to  take  4  he  cnmnmiid  of  that  fortress.    The  same  course  was 
observed  when,  during  the  last  war,  St.  Domingo  was 
silBicted  with  a  most  malignant  fever.     From  the  evidence 
b(;fore  the  house  it  was  discernible,  that  if  blame  was 
ittcrited,  and  he  believed  it  was,  it  ought  to  rest  with  those 
in  (he  medicui  department,  who  did  not  take  steps  to  pro* 
cure  those  palliahves  which  might  have  checked  (he  in- 
Tcteracy*  of  the  disc  ase.      After  many  other  observations 
upon  tbe  evidence,  the  honourable  general  concluded  with 
iiioving,  as  an  amendment,  that  after  the  word,  ^^  that'*  all 
the  rest  of  the  original  resolution  should  l)e  left  out  and 
the  following  two  substituted  :  —  ^'  That  this  house,  taking 
into  consideration  the  extreme  importance  of  destroying 
the  extensive  and  increasing  naval  means  and  arsenals  iti' 
tbe  Scheldt,  wlierc  a  considerable  navy  has  been  already 
constructed,  which  yfj^s  growing  with  great  rapidity,  and 
to  a  formidable  extent,  and  also  taking  into  consideration 
tbe  expediency  of  making  a  diversion  in  favour  of  Austria 
in  tbe  critical  state  of  the  Mar  on  the  continent,  at  the 
period  of  tbe  undertaking  ofthe  expedition^     Considerin^r 
also  tbe  probiibility  of  success  ari^iing  from  the  reduced 
state  of  the  forces  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Scheldt,  is 
of  opinion  that  his  majesty^s  mini^^terg  were  justified  h\ 
applying  tbe  naval  and  military  means  in  a  manner  which 
combined  a  great  national  object  with  the  prospect  of  aRbr« 
iHiUf  cssirntiiU  assistance  to  our  allies,  in  advising  the  under^ 
taking  of  the  expedition,  nulMitbstnnding  the  difficulties 
with  which  it  seemed  to  be  attended — difficulties  which 
hare  appeared  to  the  bouse  to  have  been  increased  to  a 
degree  not  to  be  provided  against  by  a  state  of  wind  and 
we?iJ her  altogether  unusual  at  that  seaspn  of  theyear,  which 
was  most  unfavourable  to  the  projected  operations, 

*''rbat  this  house  sees  with  t  lie  deepest  regret  the  loss  of 
valuable  lives,  which,  by  i\\e  di^easi's  of  the  climate,  has 
been  ^occasioned  in  tliat  unhealthy  situation  ;  yet,  taking 
in  oconsiderationj.the  great  and  acknowledged  importance 
of  the  island  as  a  naval  station,  and  the  necessity  of  resi- 
dering  it  in  case  of  its  being  abandoned,  as  little  availabte 
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to  the  enemy  as  possible ;  and  also  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  $tate  of  the  negotiations  between  .Aostria  and 
France,  and  the  grounds  possessed  by  ministers  of  renewing 
hostilities,  that  the  retention  of  the  island  (»f  Watcfteren 
xras  likely  to  effect  both  these  objects ;  and  considering 
also  the  time  which  mast  necessarily  eUpsc  under  any 
circumstances  before,  the  island  could  be  evacuated,  the 
libnse  is  of  opinion,  that  no  blame  can  be  attributed  to  his 
majesty *s  ministers  tor  not/  having  at  an  earlier  x>eriod  or- 
dered the  evacuation  to  take  place." 

JMr.  Herbert  (of  Kerry)  expressed  his  anxiety  to  decide 
upon  thisquestion  solely  upon  its  own  merits,  unprrjndiccd 
by  party  views.  In  every  view  be  could  give  theqiiestion, 
it  was  impossible  for  him  not  to  have  wished  that  oar  as- 
sistance was  not  fully  applied  to  Spain.  The  reason  stated 
with  respect  to  the  want  6f  bullion  he  could  scarcely  be^ 
*Iieve,  when  be  coinsidered  this  country's  great  commercial 
advantfigcs.  Still,  from  the  evidence  before  him,  he 
must  say,  that  in  the  expedition  io  the  Scheldt,  the  means 
were  adequate  to  the  end,  and  the  end  useful.  It  was  the  . 
be»t  diversion  this  country  could  make  with  the  least 
risk.  Wi<h  such  impressions  he^could  not  vote  for  cen-" 
aorihg  his  majesty's  minfsters. 

Mr.  Marry  ait  said,  that  from  the  fullest  attcnflon  \x3^\ei 
evidence,  he  considered  the  policy  of  theexpediiionjostlti- 
abfd.  Had  this  country  not  made  the  diversion  in  favour 
of  Austria,  particularly  after  the  battleofAspern,  he  should 
have  conceived  the  conduct  of  ministers  Extremely  censura- 
ble.  With  respect  to  the  preference,  which  it  was  conten- 
ded, ought  Io  have  been  given  to  the  north  of  Germany,  he 
thought  that  the  one  pursued  had  this  great  advantnge, 
that  it  allowed  us  to  avail  ourselves  of  a  naval  co-opefa- 
tlon.  Besides,  it  combined  a  great  national  interest  with 
essential  assistance  to  our  allies.  Much  stress  had  been ' 
laid  upon  tlie  military  opinions,  nnd  which  seemed  to  dis- 
courage the  execution  of  this  project;  That  such  opinions ' 
were  not  infallible,  there  was  a  strong  proof  in  the  ca^>  oC 
'Lord  Gambier.  who,  when  consulted  upon  the  practicabi- 
lity  of  destroying  the  fleet  in  Basque  Roads  by  tire  ships, ' 
returned  an  answer  that  it  was  a  horrible  mode  of  waffare, 
and  both  dangerous  And  desperate  in  the  attempt.  Yet 
this  attempt  was  afterwards  made  with  the  grehtest  it^^ci^ 
and  that  noble  lord,  as  the  commander  of  the  fleet,  received 
the  tbaiiks  of  that  house.    The  honourable  member  also 
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stippoirf  ed  the  detent ihn  of  Waldhereii  until  tiiis  eouti^ 
liad  tfie  fullest  certainty  that  peace  had  been  concludod 
tptween  Austria  and  France. 

Sir  Jftfhfs  /To// stated  tits'bpinion  that  ministers  vcre 
responsible  for  t tie  calamities  which  had  befallen  thecoutv* 
fry,  and  particularly  the  noble  loni  opposite  (Castlereagh). 
He  was  not  solicitous  for  a  total  chan^  of  ministers^  but 
he  wished  to  see  a  noble  marqnis  ( Wtflesley)  in  the  cnon; 
important  part»  of  the  administration.  He  was  fully  con- 
vinced, that  if  that  noble  marqnis  had  the  reins  of  goyefd- 
nteiit  in  his  hands,  such  a  mortifyioff  isaae  would  not  bare 
.  lesulted  from  our  military  operntions. 

The  cry  of  Adjourn  being  very  general,  the  debate  was 
>atljoariied  until  the  following  day — ^Adjoarned*    - 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,  M AltCH  28. 
BREACH  OF  PRIVILFGE. 

.  Mr.  Sheridan  rose,  and  said  (hat  be  had  arisen  to  4ay 
a  few  words  upon  one  of  the  most  important  matters  upon 
which  that  house  had  ever  dciibexated:  he  meant. the 
itsumption  of  the  adjourned  debate  on  the  complaint  of  a 
breach  and  violation  of  the  privij^^of  tlie  house,  alle^d 
•to  have  been  committed  by  one  of  their  own  member^  (Sir 
Francis  Burdett).  He  should,  thereioie,  in  the  first  place, 
move  that  the  debate  on  that  subject  be  oow  resumed  by 
the  hou>e. 

The  Spealcer  then  stated  to  (he  boose  what  was  the 
<]^uessi9n  before  .them  for  discussion,  which  was  a  resolu- 
tion proposed  as  follows :  ^'  That  the  letter  signed prancis 
Biinlctt,  and  the  further  ar^G^ument  which  was  publisJicd 
iu  the  paper,  called  Cobbett's  Wc<?kly  Rc|:is(er,  on  tha 
!^4th  ot  this  instant,  is  a  libellous  and  scandalous  paper, 
rcJ^K^ting  upon  the  just  rights  and  privileges  of  this 
bouse." 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  rose  again,  and  after  a  few  prefatory 
ol)servutionS|  said,  that  it  was  bis  own  wis»h,  and  lie  was 
almost  certain  that  it  must  be  the  sincere  wii>h  of  every 
^cnllemaii  who  considered,  the  subject,  that  whether  the 
present  question  were  one,  as  many  must  bdieve  it  to  bi», 
of  ilie  highest  importance;  or,  as  sqmc  others  might 
jH^chapf  consider   it,   one  of  inferior  moment,   ycl,  ia 
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neither  oase   should  the  diseflssiorr  of  it  interllm  with 
mud  Iftterrapt  the  eKamin«tioii  of  another  qacatbn  ol  lo 
^reat  importance,  and  of  such  magnilude^  as  that  vhich 
-the  boase  had  already  under  their  considerationft     lie 
should  hope  that  such  were  the  opinions  and  feeling  of 
gentlemen  cm  both  sides  of  the  house.     But  this  much  he  * 
woukl  venture  to  say,  that  if  the  house  proceeded  with 
hasle  and  pFedipitaiiey  to  the  discussion  and  decision  of 
this  qciesftion  of  breach  of  privil^e,  they  would  fiud  that 
tiiev  acted  with  manifest  io|uslioe  to  the  iudividual  who 
wal  tie  Mil]^l  of  the  .complaint,  and  to  the  honour  and 
to  the  character  of  the  house  of  commons  itself.     If  a 
^membot  dameforward  with  a  short  charge,  upon  some  point 
concerning  the  forms  of  the  house,  any  matter  of  iarerior 
importance,  or  which  was  at  once  clear  and  undoubted, 
the  entering  irt^mediately  into  the  consideration  of  it  might 
be  the  better  mode  of  proceeding ;  but  the  present  charge 
was  of  a  very  peculiar  and  important  description,  and 
concerned  no  less  a  question  than  the  right  of  the  house  of 
comtnons  to  imprison  the  subject  for  a  breach  pf  their 
^privileges.      If  the  mfitter  of  chaige  contained  nothing 
THit  what  bad' been  liefore  spoken  in  the  house,  it  involved 
tartoUs  Considerations  $  for  it  could  not,  perhaps^  be  sop- 
posed  that  words  would  be  allowed  in  that  holise^  by  the 
fl^peaker,  who  always^^resided  tfae^e  with  impartiality  and 
drgnity,  if  they  were  words  to  that  eSoct  to  which  it  was 
allcdged  the  prifffed  wbrds  went,  without  the  Speaker^a 
'  intemiptioiT  and  rcfwobation.  )Ie  confessed  that  he  oosld 
not  learn  where  to  jind  the  doctrine  that  seemed  to  be  lield^ 
that  the  house  w?ts  to  go  hastily  into  .tlie  consideration  of 
'entity  question  on  matters  of  bneiich  of  privilege.    There 
was,  in  his  opinion,  nothiiig  of  emergency  in  the  presebt 
i:nse  to  call  for  it.     But  there  W^  a  mode  of  proceeding 
on  sucH  subjects  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  fittest, 
and  to  which  he  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
holism.     At  the  comtnencemerit  of  every  session,  it  must 
be  well  known  to  gentlemen,  that  a  staridjpg  order  was 
)>assed  ort  this  point,  and  he  shoald  read  the  lust  standing 
order  of  the  kind,  by  which  the  committee  of  privileges, 
was  appointed,  who  were  to  meet  on  Monday '  sc^nniglit, 
at  seven  o*clock,  every  Wednesday,  and  t'tiday,  and 
Monday  at  the  Speaker**  chambers,    which  conimittee   ^ 
crery  member,  who  chose  to  do  so,  hatl  the  right  of  attend-   • 
ing*,  and  !md  the  right  of  voting  in.     It  had  the  power  tj 
Vov.  IL— 1810.  A  a 
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examine  and  consider'  all  matters  concerning  <he  privi* 
leges  of  the  house,  and  was  to  report  thereon  to  the  honstt^ 
and  for  that  purpose  it  was  empowered  to  call  for  sucb 
papers,   records,  &c.  as  might  be  wanted  :   and  farther 
it  was  stated,  (hat  in  case  of  complaint  made,  the  ra»m^ 
ber  complained  of  having  been.Iieard,  af)cr  the  sfatemeat 
or  the  complaint,  was  then  to  withdraw.     He  waa  (le« 
sirous  of  knowing  whether  establishments  of  this  kiud 
were  to  be  considered  ns  mere  dry,  barren  matters  olfarm^ 
or  as  solid  claims  to  a  judicature  on  the  privileges  of  tli^ 
honse.     This  committee  was  appointed  like  the  c<Mimit« 
tees  of  trade,  of  justice,  and  so  forth,  and  which  were  ft 
sort  of  sacred  reserve  on  the  part  of  the  houiie  of  ctHn-^ 
iDons,  with  respect  to  the  most  important  subjects*  Coujd 
nny  body  shew   him  any  thing  that   required  so  ^reai 
haste,  f>uch  a  velocity  as  was  proposed  in  the  intermix 
tion  of  a  grave  and  most  serious  discussion  ?   lie  tbpugiit 
that  a  person  preferring  a  charge,  under  such   circum- 
stances, was  bound  to  show  to  the  house  clearly,  that  some 
material  injury  would  result  from  a  little  delay,  before 
they  entered  into  deliberations  upon  it,  pending  another 
discussion.    The  committee  of  privileges  were  also  dn 
rected,  or  such  cases,  to  report  froni  time  to  time^:    and 
it  did  appear  evident,  that  the  constitutional  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding would  be  to  refer  this  matter  to  that  committee. 
He  sliould  not  think  it  necessary,  out  of  many  cases,,  to 
trouble  them  with  ndore  than  one  case,  by  way  of  prece- 
dent or  illustration  on  this  head  ;  and  he  must  say  that  it 
would  not  answer  him  to  tell  him  that  it  was  not  usual  to 
do  so.     He  should  have  nothiug  to  do  with  that.     He 
found  a  standing  order  to  the  point,  and  he  desired  to  see  - 
that  standing  order  enforced  i  as,  in  the  committee,  thev 
could  call  for  all  papers  and  records,  and  could  satisfy 
themselves.     The  case  he  had  alluded  to  had  jQCCurred 
in  the  year  1779.     The  person  then  complained  of  wa* 
not  a  member  of  that  house ;    but  if  his  case  was  referred 
to  the  committee  of  privileges,  surely,  in  the  present  iiv-, 
stance,  when  a  member  was  concerned,  there  was  muck 
stronger  reason  for  doing  so.     The  matter  com|>]ained  of 
was  contained  in  a  newspaper,  called  the  English  Chra* 
Tticle,  printed  by  Thomas  Matthews,  which  was  repre- 
sented as  a  gross  libcK     The  paper  was  read,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  ihc  committee  of  privileges,  wba 
were  desired  to  examine  the  same  and  report  their  opir 
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nion  tliereon.     He  therefore  intended  fo  move,  tliat  ihii 
com m  it k*e  be  ordered  to  sit  on  that  day  sp*nni-£nt|  a.na 
iliat  the  sub jr^ct  of  the  present  complaint  be  rciet"red  to! 
tliem,  anil  that  they  be  desired  to  report  to  tbe  house 
flierco^i.  , 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  motion  of  Ihe  right  ho* 
noiirable  (gentleman  must  come  as  an  amendment  to  the'! 
»K>f  ion  already  before  the  house.  ,  / 

•  Mr:  8t»'eri(lan  said,  that  he  had  not  meant  it  as  an, 
athtrndroent,  but  as  a  demand  made  on  the  foundation  of 
a  iJdsitive  standing  order. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  this  idea  of  the  standing  order 
did  not  exactly  apply  in  this  case.  If  the  house  chose 
t6  oiider  the  committee  to  sit,  then  the  standing  order 
vroald  appTy  to  the  committee,  which,  though  \i  existed 
in  principte,  was  dormant  in  practice.  It  must|  iherefore, 
he  conceived,  be  moved  as  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Sheridan  observed,  that  he  had  conceived. of  the 
jinrtilre  of  the  standing  order  to  be  as  mandatary  on  the 
committee  to  consider  such  matters,  as  forj  it  to  sitev6ry 
Wedneschty,  Friday,  and  Monday,  and  that  all  membery 
l*li6  should  come  to  it  sliould  have  the  right  of  vote. 
'  T-fce  Speaker  remarked,  that  there  must  be  a  specific 
case  to  put  the  standing  order  into  practice.  The  forms 
of  the  committee  were  prescribed ;  but  the  case  must  be 
^ecific. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  rose  again,  and  rpovcd  as  an  amend* 
rutwiy  that  the  committee  be  ordered  to  sit  on  Wednes- 
day ne«t;  and  tliat  the  papers  co4n plained  of  should  be* 
rcferhid  to  their  examination,  and  that  (hey  be  desired  to 
report  thereon. 

The  Speaker  requested  to  be  clearly  understood,  and 
"bogged  tlie  right  lionourable  member  to  specify  bis  amend- 
ment dfslinctfy. 

'  Mr:  Sheridan  then  stated,  that  the  object  of  his  amend- 
ment wfts  to  leave  out  all  the  words  of  the  original  motion 
ai^er  the  word  "That,"  andjto  insert  in  theif  placo 
the  amendment  he  had  alreaoy  moved,  which  he  re- 
peated. 

The  Speaker  re-stated  the  question  before  (he  house^ 
andthen  stated  the  amendment,  whi^li  commenced  aftei; 
the  first  ^vord  "  That."  He  then  desired  the  cfcrk  to 
wf  He  down  the  amendment. 

J/r.  Adam  then  rose,  and  begged  to  say  a  few  words,  as 
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he  believed  (hat  the  business  was  not  so  far  advanced,  on 
tlic  amendment  of  his  riglit  honourable  friend,  More  tin*' 
question  upon  it^vas  put  in  a  regular  shapr,  as  to  prevent 
his  obgervatioiis.  His  right  honourable  friend  had  su^* 
gested.a  committee  of  privileges  on  the  jircsent  case.  Ho 
(JMlr»  Adam)  \yished  to  mention  a  case  to  (he  house,  which 
iplght  be  useful  at  present :  that  was  a  case  that  occurred 
in  tne  year  1701,  wnen  that  commiUce  sat  on  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Culpeper  to  the  Speaker,  which  was  referred  to  them,' 
They  considered  it,  and  reporh^d  af'ors^nrds  their  opinion^ 
But  then,  subscqiierillj,  the  house  had  to  enter  into  ther 
diacussion  of  the  merits  of  the  business.  Now,  he  tbou/srht 
(hat  it  was  rather  placine  the  house  in  an  awkward  pi^iii* 
cament  if  they  Icii  out  in  the  amendment  the  complaini 
and  charge  stated.  He  hoped  that  his  right  honourable 
friend  nvould  have  r.o  objection  to  wait  for  another  friend^ 
nio2ion,  which  he  had  understood  wouM  be  made  for  thd 
adjournment  of  the  debate  on  this  subject  till  to>morroir 
6C  nnight,  under  an  understanding,  that,  pending  that  pe^ 
riod,  the  committee  of  privileges  would  take  the  matter 
into  their  deliberate  consideration.      -    - 

3/r*  irand  Toscy  when  the  Speaker  observed,  that  at 
{H'eseht  the  debate  rested  on  the  merits  of  the  original 
question,  unless  the  amendment  was  distinctly  put. 
.  Mr.  Brand  then  proceeded.  It  was  his  intention  to 
move  the  adjournment  of  this  debate.  He  was  perfectly 
|5ure  that  the  honourable  ^ntleman  who  introduced  tlris 
business  opposite,  had  not  oeen  aware  of  the  serious  inters 
ruption  he  was  giving  to  the  grave  and  weighty  questioQ 
that  bad  so  long  occupied  the  time  of  the  house  in  previ- 
ous examinations.  If  he  had,  he  was  convinced  that  he 
would  never  have  lent  himself  to  the  introduction  of  such 
a  discussion,  especially  as  he  must  have  seen  that  no  im^ 
mediate  danger  could  be  apprehended  from  the  circulation 
of  the  paper  in  which  the  matter  complained  of  was  con- 
tained, and  as  great,  positive,  and  immediate  danger  was 
to  be  feared  from  aivcrtine  the  attention  of  parliament 
from  almost  important  ancrserious  question^  This  was, 
he  feared,  the  case,  as  it  related  to  himself.  Great  and 
important,  however,  as  he  thought  that  question  to  be, 
still  he  \>puld  acknowledge,  that  he  considered  every 
question  in  wliich  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  house  of 
commons,  and  the  liberty  of  the  subject  were  concerned,  to 
\>^  pf  the^  iirst  rank  in  the.  scale  of  iniporiaiice.  and  to  l)Q 
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nore  intercstiDg  tbap  twenty  questions  on  cxpqditioiis  io , 
Walcheten,  and  their  consequent  failures  und  Uisgracesi^ ' 
But  it  had  been  a  question  ofien  discussed^  not  &o  mtifili 
as  Xq  tho  light  of  the  house  to  commit  foir  breaches  of  pri^' 
viiege,  in  certain  caAes,  but  as  to  how' far  the  exercise  of 
such  rights  extended  \  where  their  limits  should  be  placed  ; 
whether  they  sliould  b((^cxerci8ed  where  the  oficnce  is  re« 
mediable  in  olher  cpurts,  or  the  o&nce  be  brought  imme- 
diately before  the  house  and-proaounced  upon.    A^  thes^ 
and  more  were  points  upon  which  much  difference  of  opu 
nian  existed*    lie  mcf  nt  not  at  ihat  time  io  enter  upon  thit 
gieat  question,  nor  to  draw  any  particular  lin^itations  to 
the  exercise  of  privilq;e$  and  riglits ;  nor  to  say  whethei 
|he  question  of  conimittal  by  tliat  housCf  in  cases  of  libel, 
s])K>uId  open  their  yiews  to  any  new  law  upon  the  subject  % 
fior  tp  draw  into  consideration  and  debate  any  particulat 
|)al^s8ge8  in  the  paper  complained  of*    It  would  be,  in« 
d^,  a  question  of  great  importance  to  that  house,  and  to 
ihe  subject,  if,  i^hile  they  were  occupied  with  another  im« 
portaot  and  complicated  discussion,  they  should  rashly 
and  impetuously  come  to  a  decision  upon  this  .matteV.    It 
did  not  matter,  at  present,  whether  he  agreed  with  or  dis'» 
sentcd  from  the  xesolutions  proposed.    It  might,  perhaps^ 
be  incumbent  on  htm  to  say  somelhing  of  his  opinion^ 
which  he  should  do  afterwards,  and  could  not  then  hesi* 
ta(£  to  mention,  since  be  always  avoided  the  concealment 
of  ois  opinions*    There  was  one  part  of  the  passages  com- 
plained of,  he  meant  the  last,  which  he  was  inclined  to 
think,  came  under  every  definition  of  abreach  of  privilege 
.that  he  had  known  ;  and  he  was  disposed  to  vote  for  such  a 
determination,  under  such  modifications  and  amendments 
as  he  should  propose.  The  passage  to  which  he  particularly 
alluded,  slates,  that  the  house  of  commons  had^'liy  burgage 
tenure  become  the  proprietors  of  the  whole  representatloh  ; 
and  in  that  capacity,  inflated  willi  their  high  blown  fanciful 
«  ideas  of  mnjesfy,  and  iricked  out  in  the  trappings  of  xoj^ 
.aUy,  think  privilege  and  protectioa  beneath  their  dignity, 
assume  tlic  sword  of  prerogative,  and  lord  i!  equally  over 
the  king  and  the  people/'    But,  still,  when  he  was  called 
upon  to  call  it  ^Milx^llous  and  scandalous,  and  reflecting 
on  ihc  just  rights  and  privileges  of  that  hou&e,*'  he  must 
uUcy  what  were  those  rights  ?     He  had  run  over  that  morn- 
ing very  hastily,  a  work  of  that  great  lawyer,  Mr.  liar* 
^layc.    Uc  planted  time  to  examine  him  aud  my  Lord 
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Halei  arid  odicr  great  constitutional  lawyers  on  tliis,  and 
#pportoni(y  to  mature  his  opinions.    -My  Lord  Hnic  had 
tuid,  that  SBch  questions  oui^lit'  not  to  be  adjudged  by  tlie 
house  as  are  remediable  in  the  courts  of  law.     Was  not  a 
libel  so  ?     Could  there  be  any  thing  more  apposite  ?    Was 
not  that  the  proceeding  in  the  case  of  Reeves  ?     Was  he 
lHOttgbt  to  judgment  by  the  house?     Was  not  the  Attor- 
ney-geueral  ordered  to  prosecute  ?     lie  did  not  wish  to 
pretend  to  a  shew  of  learning  ;  there  were  many  poirit3  to 
coosider ;  one,  he  thought,  might  amount  to  a  breach, 
but  the  of  hem  required  much  examination.     lie  wajs  un- 
able to  decide  whether  a  member  miglit  s^-iy  or  not  to  his 
eoastituents  whatever  he  had  dcliyercd  in  that  house, 
This  and  many  ether  points  were  not  clear,  (hough  in- 
cluded in  the  general  description.     Mnn^^  of  them  had 
been  stated  by  Sir  Francis  Burdett  in  the  house,  and  had 
been  enlarged  upon  and  defended  by  others.     Flow  fa^: 
lie-was  right,  having  been  here  unreprimanded  by  the 
Speaker,  he  could  not  tell.     Another   ofTenstvc  passage 
began  thus,  that  ^^  the  house  of  commons  had  passed  a 
vote,  which  amounts  to  a  declaration  that  an  order  of  theirs 
is  to  be  of  more  weight  than  Magna  Charta,  and  the  laws 
of  tfaeland  ;"  and  ended  by  dcijCTibiug  the  house  as  "a 
part  of  our  fellow  subjects,  coUtcled  together  by  mearts 
whkh  U  is  not  necessarf/  for  mc  to  describe,^*    Now,  if  the 
^arbrthy  baronet  had  a  right  to  say  what  he  had  said  in  that 
liouse,  it  was  absolutely  moderation  in  him,  to  forl)ear 
iVora   stating  the  means  by  which  some  elections  to  the 
house  were  obtained.     That  after  recent  evidence  and  ad* 
mission  of  the  fact,  he  should  have  re*statcd  it  in  icnns  so 
moderate  and  gentle,  was  matter  of  Surprize.     'J'he  lio- 
nourable  gentldman  must  not  have  recollected  the  transac- 
tions of  only  the  last  session  !    (Hear,  hear  1)    He  should 
abstain  from  many  other  remarks  on  ti)c  facts  charged  ; 
but  be  would  say,  that  there  was  no  part  of  the  letter  that 
had  not  been  expressed  in  stronger  terms  in  that  bouse, 
even  than  those  of  the  last  passage  ;  to  a  modified,  mo- 
derate resolution  of  (heir  disapprobation  of  which,  he  felt 
])rr}Kired   to  asserit :    but  on  that  he  could  animadvert 
afterwards.     He  wished  lo  be  sincere  ;  but  he  found  not  a 
wortl  that. was  not  in  Sir  F.  Burdett's  spt'cch,  delivered  in 
pnrUunient  at  a  time  when  he  had  not  himself  the  good  , 
lor^nne  to  be  present,  and  give  his  opinion  on  the  question 
of  parliamentary  reform*    it  was  delivered  in  the  freedoo^ 
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of  speech  in  parliainent,  and  ivhj  might  it  not  be  pub« 
lishcd  ?  lie  (LL*siral  to  have  constitutioiial  learning  pn 
that  head.  He  would  avoid  the.merils^  but  lie  desirod 
a  proper,  calm,  sedate  consideration  of  so  grave  and  im«  ' 
portnnt  A  business.  As.  he  hoped  he  might  call  the  ha«' 
nourablc  mover  his  friend,  he  would  say  tohim,  ^'  Grant 
timo.  7  Was  there  a  man  in  the  country  who  would  U0t 
think  that  consideration  was  demanded  ?  lie  did  think 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  opposite  was  glad  to  catch 
at  th^  opportunity  which  this  business  afTorded^  fv^rdi^ 
verting  the  attention  of  *an  attentive  house,  and  the  feel- 
ings of  an  imiignant  people,  from  the  serious  discussions 
that  were  going  forxyard,  and  in  \\hicb  thfe  honour,  cha^ 
ractcr,  and  interests  of  the  house  and  the  country,  were 
so  deeply  concerned.  -  (Ilear^  hear-)  He  was  convinced 
that  bis  honourable  fripnd  (Mr*.  Lethbridge)  would,  in  his 
cooler  mohients,  regret  that  he  had,  upon  this  occasion, 
allowed  Iiimself  to  be  made  the  instrument  for  ^uch  a  pur«i 
pose  ;  {Ileavy  hear,  hear  I)  and  that  he  should  have  been 
persuaded  to  throw  out  this  sop  to  the  indignant  feelingift 
of  the  house  upon  that  other  great  qucbtion !  {Hear, 
heart)  He  was  willing  to  believe  that  he  would  he  the 
first  to  rise  and  second  the  amendment  with  which  he  mwsk 
about  to  conclude.  {Heart)  The  honourable  member 
then  moved,  that  the  debate  be  adjourned  till  lo-raorrour 
se'nnight. 

Mi\  f^lkbridge  again  rose  and  said,  that  as  (he  mover 
of  tlicTrsoIutions  before  the  house,  he  could  not  consent 
to  (h6  proposition  for  adjourniiig  the  debate.  He  had 
most  certainly,' at  the  time  when  he  brought  forward  xI\r 
resolutions,  been  sensible  t]ia.t  he  was  entering  upon  a» 
grave  and  serious  subject,,  and  it  had  never  been  in  his 
contemplation  to  proceed  in  it  %yith  precipitancy.  That 
had  not  been  at  any  time  his  wish,  and  he  conceived  he 
'LirI  placed  himself  in  the  Iiands  of  the  bouse,  and  that 
Ine  house -h^id  determined  for  him.  Further  than  that^ 
he  had  nothing  to  do  witli  the  course  which  had  been  pur- 
sued. But  the  ar^unjent  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  brou:;^it  forward  the  amendment,  furHisiicd  the 
strongest  ground  against  agreeing  io  it.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  stated  that  this  question  was  of  graver  and 
greater  importance  than  twenty  expeditions,  j>uch  as  that 
to  the  Scheldt,  or  to  any  other  part  of  the  world.  In  this 
senttrHeat  of  the  honourable  gentleman  he  cojincid«d  ;  audi 
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if  no  other  argument  coiiEd  be  suggested  for  proceeding^ 
immediatoly  vtiih  ihe  discussion,  he  shoald,  upon  (bat 
alone,  refuse  his  assent  to  life  adjoumngient.  He  should 
not  follow  the  honourable  gentleman  through  th^  Tarious 
statements  he  had  gone  into,  nor  the  able  arguments^  as 
he  conceived  fhem  to  be,  which  had  been  nr^d^bj  him. 
He  had  but  one  word  more  to  add,  and  be  hoped  the 
house  would  believe  him  as  sincere  in  lliedeclaration^as  hi^ 
believed  the  honourable  gentleman  to  be  in  all  that  had 
fallen  from  him.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  stated| 

i)reviou8lj  to  his  making  his  motion^  that  he  (Mr«  Leth* 
bridge)  bad  lent  himself  as  an  instrument  in  this  business 
to  his  majesty's  ministers.  If  he  had  so  knt  himself^  he 
should  never  cease  to  regret  it  as*  long  as  he  lived,  ffe 
had  not  lent  himself  to  Any  mau',  or  to  any  set  ol' men. 
'  The  motion  he  brought  forward  had  originated  In  bis  own^ 
mind,  stnd  he  had  been  induced  to  engage  in  the  proceed- 
ing npon  considerations  of  his  own. 

Mr.  Curwen  was  ready  to  assert,  that  he  should  have 
deprecated  the  discussion  of  such  a  question ^  and  at  such 
a  moment.  It  was  impossible  that)  at  a  time  when  the 
house  was  so  wholly  occnpted  with  the  considesatxon  of 
another  grave  and  momentous  subject,  that  they  could  be 
in  a  state  lo  pronounce  a  cool  and  delibenfte  decision  upon 
this  question.  On  a  motion  such  as  that  which  the  hou>e 
was  then  discussing,  it  was  highly  desirable  that  neither 
individual  fcdings  of  partiality,  or  party  tonsidcrationsr^ 
should  influence  their  judgment.  That  was  not  a  moment 
to  bring  such  feelings  into  a  discussion  upon  a  subject  like 
the  present ;  and  he  should  call  upon  the  right  iionour«» 
able  -gentleman  opposite  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchr-* 
qucr)  to  pausie^  and  to  consider  the  consequences  tliat  might 
result  from  adopting  any  precipitate  course  on  I  be  present 
occasion.     It  was  inipos&ible  for  that  right  honoural)l0 

Sentleman  not  to  see  the  consequences  (hat  mus^t  inevitably 
ow  from  any  hasty  proceeding  upon  a  question  arising 
out  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  which  might  alarmingly  agif 
tatc  the  public  mind  from  one  end  of  ihe  country  to  the 
other.  For  himself,  he  could  conscientiously  state  that 
lie  bad  not  vet  made  up  his  mind  upon  the  qucslion  ;  dnd 
if  he  should  be  conipelted  to  vote  on  that  occasion,  he 
must  say  that  it  was  absolutely  impossible  for  him  to  yoic 
for  the  motion.  Were  be  to  vote  for  that  motion,  he 
should  be  bound  to  vote  also  for  the  strong  reprehension 
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of  tbe  boose  Mng  expressed  rcspectia^  (He  nutfaor  afthe 
pa})er'  qp0a  wM^  (be  mo(ion  wfts  founded.  But  tho 
nntlerwovM  not  rest  (here.  The  house  would  be  oblifirecl 
taTeaoit'tO'Sonne  ^irong^  ulterior  raeasurcs  ;  and  licforti  ilicy 
should  *b^  driven  to  that  awful  necessity,  \t  Ixjhoved  tlicni 
weB  km}  seriously  to  consider  whether  the  paper  com* 
pkiinednf  ^roilljr  contained  matter  calling  for  Uie  addp« 
tibn  of.  measures,  from  which  might  arise  stich  a  feeline 
in  iiher  GDUntry^  as  he,^  for  one,  would  mo^t  sincerely  dcr 
prdcatfe.'FIf  Votced  to  proceed,  therefore,  in  this  instance^ 
it  was  bii  iritention,  n^yv  he  must  be  compelled  (o  vote 
ngainkt'Ae  motion.  If  time,  however,  s'tould  be  allowed 
to  i^cntiemi^n  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the; 
wfaidirof  tbe  ease,  he  was  persuaded  that  in  such  a  case 
theceooald' exist  but  one  opinion  upon  tiro  subject,  and 
tb&t-ihe<deoision' of  the  house  would  be  unanimous.  As 
to  the  ri^ht  of  the  house  to  commit  for  contempt,  that  was 
apm^ilfge^Whicb  it  necessarily  must  have;  but  it  was  also 
a  pririlcge  which  should  seldom  be  exercised,  never  ex- 
cept* iaoases  where  it  was  actual ly<  necessary  to  assert  the  ' 
dignity  «aiiii  authority  of  the  house.  All  he  asked  of  the 
house  was,  that  he  should  not  be  pressed  to  a  decision  in 
the  finprepared  state  in  which  he  felt  himself  to  decide 
justly,  it  would  have  been  much  better  that  this  paper 
had  never  beennoticed,  ns  in  tiiat  case,  he  conceived  that 
it  woukV  bare  soon  sunk  into  oblivion  ;  but  a«  jt  bad  been 
brought  under  the  cognizance  of  the  house,  the  lionour  of 
the  house  required  that  Mmic  step  should  betaken  respect- 
ing it.  With  this  Ofnuion  impressed  upon  his  mind,  it 
wa$hbwisb  not  to' be  fprpad  to  a  crude  and  prrmature 
decMon«.  And*  if  -mauy^olhrr  gentU*men  were,  like  him- 
self,, ready  t^^avoW  tiiiii  (hey  were  not  prepared  to  come  . 
to  a  vote  uponlbe  questiotii  he  UoulA  put  it  id  the  house 
whelh^/it  wns  consistent  with  justice  or  decency  to  force 
them  to  it^  Never  4wd,  any  quest  ion  been  dihcussed  in'. 
that  bouse  which  cajjed  for  luorq  tetnpcr^  more  considcra* 
tion,  or  wn?  more. intimately  connected  >yiih  the  honour 
-and  eh^raeter  of  the  house,  tie  should  again  tlieretore 
conjure  the  right  honourable  gent  lemau  not  to  hurry  on. 
the*  question  to  a  decision.  A  little  timr  would' clear 
away  the  difliculti^swith  which  it  wa;s  at  prc:^ent  envelop- 
ed^, and  lead  to  an  opening  to  measures  which  might, , 
p^bap>S9  sulistitutc  conciliation  for  severity;  In  his  own 
opinion,  the  honourable  baronet  was  in  some  degree  dc? 
Vol.  II.— 1810.  Bb 
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serving  of  the  repfehenston  of  the  house,  but  that  reighibii 
BO  managed  A9  neither  to  compromise  the  dignity  of  the 
^ousei  nor  transgress  the  bounds  of  justice  and  moderay 
tlion*  fie  wouia  ask  the  ri^ht  honourable  gentleman  how 
ihe  could  answer^  at  a  period  when  unanimity  was  mors 
than  eyer  desirable,  for  the  Irritation  and  heated  feeiinn 
which  any  other  course  wouiti  be  likely  to  produce  in  tno 
country  ?  If,  notwithstanding,  the  honourable  gentle* 
jman  should  persist  in  pushing  on  the  decision,  on  him 
should  rest  the  responsibility  for  the  consequences.  He 
was  well  aware  of  the  sound  mind  and  good  senile  of  the 
people  of  this  country ;  and  thpngh  they  might  be  led 
astray  by  deception  or  passion,  be  was  convinced  that,  if 
that  house  would  shew  that  it  was  actuated  only  by  a  sense 
of  its  own  dignity,  without  any  regard  to  raoie  partial 
and  confined  TOnsiderations,  t^^e  nation  would  cheerfiiH^ 
acquiesce  in  its  decision.  But  in  order  to  produce  tins 
effect,  it  was  necessary  to  prove  to  the  public  that,  in  the 
'exercise  of  its  power  or  privileges,  that  house  was  not  in« 
fluenccd  by  any  feeling  a^inst  an  individual,  but  really 
consulting  its  own  dignity  and  character^  On  every 
ground,  therefore,  it  was  his  opinion  that  they  ought  to 

SroGee4  calmly,  deliberately,  and  dispassionately.  The 
ouse  could  but  recollect,  that,  in  consequence  of  being 
-led  away  by  a  contrary  feeling,  its  journals  had  been  dis^ 
graced  by  proceeding  which,  though  subsequently  exv 
))unged  by  a  succeeding  house,  would  ever  reflect  discre<p 
dit  upon  that  which  had  sanctioned  them.  He^lluded  to 
the  proceedings  against  Mr*  Wilkes,  in  which,  by  giving 
way*to  the  influence  of  feelings  pf  hostility  to  the  indivi* 
dual,  the  house  had  been  carr^  into  a  course  of  proceed- 
ing subversive  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  its  cOnstiv 
tution.  Though  parliament  had  ufterwunis  expunged 
jfrom  its  journals  the  record  of  these  oppressive  and^uncotit- 
stitutional  measures,  still  the  remembrance  of  what  th(^n 
passed  survived,  and  should  be  a  warning  to  all  future 
parliaments,  not  to  give  way  to  such  feelings,  or  precipi- 
tately  to  decide  upon  questions  of  a  similar  description. 
He  had  been  one  of  those  who  voted  against  all  the  arbi« 
tniry  measures  which  had  been  resorted  to  on  that  occa* 
sion  ;  and,  on  the  same  principle,  now  besought  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  not  to  press  precipitately  forward 
th^  ultimate  decision  upon  a  question  of  such  importance 
io  ihe  reputation  and  honour  of  that  house.    He  trustei 
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Ihe  example  to  which  he  had  alluded  wbuld  tievet  be  imU 
tated. '  If  the  lionse  were  to  come  to  a  decision^  it  should 
.be  such  a  decision  as  would  be  consistent  with  justice  to 
Ihe  individual  and  to  the  dignitj  of  the  house,  fid  such 
decision  could)  in  the  present  instance,  be  impartic^lly  or 
dispassionately  pronounced.  As  a  member  of  that  house, 
therefore,  who,  sincjshe  had  the  honourpf  a  seat  iii  it,  had- 
never  been  influenced  by  any  feelings  of  private  attach-^ 
ment)  or  party  interests— who  had  uniformly,  on  all  oc* 
<:asions,.and  under  all  circumstances,  given  his  vote  ib 
the  best  of  his  judgment,  ajfid  according  to  the  dictate  of 
l\is  conspience,  with  a  view  to  the  common  interests  of  the 
country — who  felt  himself  unprepared  at  preseilt  to  givIS 
any  vote  satisfactory  to  his  own  mind,  but  who  was  anac« 
iwu  to  pronounce  judgment  on  the  real  merits  of  the  case^ 
he  catled'upon  the  house  of  commons  to  alljlw  a  small  por^^ 
tion  of  timcj  for  the  more  mature  consideration  of  this  ica^ 
porlant  question. 

.  Mr.  Owen  hoped  that  the  house  would  dedde  without 
further  .delay  the  quesftion  under  discussion.  The  real 
question  now  was,  whether  the  holise  was  to  suffer  itself 
to  bo  intimidated,  whether  any  man  should  henceforth  bd 
«t  liberty* to  reflect  upon  its  rights  and  privileges.  He' 
trusted,  therefore,  that  the  house  would  have  the  coura^c^ 
to  assert  its  unquestionable  rights,  by  not  deferring  thiei 
decisioQ  of  the  question  before  them.  He  felt  astonish* 
pient  at  the  amendment  which  had  been  moved;  and  he 
was  still  more  astonished  at  hearing  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan),  whom  he  had  been  accustomed 
to  listen  to  with  respect  upon  all  constitutional  subjects^ 
represent  the  present  as  a  question  of  no  urgent  nature  tfr 
Importance.  (HeaVy  hear^  hear')  He  could  assure  gen- 
tlemen that  he  was  not  to  be  intimidated  from  doing  \\\^ 
duty.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  said  that  the 
question  was  not  of  any  urgency.  The  honourable  gen« 
tieman  who* followed,  hud,  how^vcr^  stated,  thut  in  his 
opinion  this  question  was  of  much  more  moment  than  ihe 
discussion  of  the  mtrits  of  the  expedition  to  Walcberen. 
The  question,  in  his  mind,  whether  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters were  culpable  or  not  in  the  conduct  of  that  expedi'- 
1i  la,  was  not  to  be  put  in  competition  with  a  question, 
whether  the  hou^ic  of  com  moos  was  to  remain  independent, 
whether  it  was  to  preserv<;  its  privileges  and  authority,pt.- 
to  be.  beat  down  by  personal  intimidation.     W  hi  t  ler  such' 
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attempts  wqre  to  proceed  from  members  of  that  house^  or 

persons  out  of  it|  In*  trusted  the  house  had  courage  etiou^ 

'to  repress  them.     He  agreed  that  this  question  was  of  itn 

iiine^  the  importance  or  the  discussion  rcspeptiog  the.ex« 

pcdiliou.    But  the  argument  ^vhich  had  .been  urged  for 

dehty  appeared  to  him  extraordinary,  as  if  indeed  the 

delay  of  a  few  hours,  before  they  should  come  to  a  deci- 

'fciou  on  the  dispihsion  respecting  the  expedition,  would 

let  the  evidence  out  of  the  minds  of  gentlemen*     The 

statement  iri  the  paper,  which  was  the  foundation  of  the 

.  charge,  that  the  bill  of  rights  was  made  a  bill  of  wron||;s, 

/was  sufficient  to  justify  the  house  in  proceeding.     Bat 

that  was  not  all ;  the  paper  stated  that  the  exercise  of  the 

{privileges  of  the  house  of  commons  was  subversive  of  Ijie 
aws  and  ronslitution  of  tlic  country*  Was  tliat  a  pro- 
'positioii  \o  h^  passed  over  with  impunity,  wiiich  they 
should  not  seize  the  earliest  opportunity  of  deciding  upon  ? 
It  would  have  a  very  injurious  eflect  upon  the  minds  of 
the  .people,,  if  the  house  of  commons  should  imprison  a 
person  not  a  member,,  for  a  Iibel|  and  not  dare  to  notice 
one  of  its  own  members  for  the  same  offence.  The  deci* 
Aon  upon  this  question  would,  he  was  confident^  incrcaise 
those  sentiments  pf  attachment  to  the  constitution^  which 
he  knew  to  .e^ist  in  the  different  parts  of  the  country  with 
which  he  was, acquainted.  lie  thought  the  passage  in 
"which  it  was  asserted,-  ^^  thai  that  house  lorded  it  over 
the  king  and  the  people,"  was  a  gross  libel  upon  the  house 
of  commons.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  house  would 
do  i/s  duty,  and  neither  be  intimidated  by  a  fear  of  the 
people,  nor  influenced  by  respect  for  any  individual^  to 
defer  the  consideration  of  so  imiK>rtant  a  question. 

Mr,  Whiibread  begged  pardon  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  just  spoken,  if  he  could  not,  iu  the  outset  of 
"What  he  had  to  say,  express  himself  with  the  same  clear- 
ness  in  his  own  words,  as  by  adopting  the  language  of  his 
right  honourable  friend,  and  saying,  that  he  had. never 
risen  to  speak  on  a  subject  of  greater  importance.  Such 
were  the  words  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  which  that 
honourable  gentleman  had  greatly  mistated,  when  he  said 
that  his  right  honourable  friend  had  represented  the  ques- 
tion as  one  of  a  light  nature.  It  was  because  the  sul>ject 
was  not.  light  but  momentous  that  he  rose  then  to  ask,  bs  be 
had  done  last  night,  for  some  delay  before  he  should  be  cal- 
ked upon  for  his  vote.   In  justice  to  the  honourable  member 
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mho  origfaiited  the  motion ,  he  innBt  say,  thai  it  was  imt 
hh  wish  at  fifst  to  proceed  precipitately  witlrtfac  qoestioft. ' 
iBiit  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way  (the 
jCbaacdtor  of  the  Exchequer),  who  was  mainly  interested 
in  the  question  already  under  discassion,  aqnestion^  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  just  ^t  down,  const* 
dered  compatativMly  light,  was  to  be  ascribed  the  precipi- 
tancy with  which  the  discussion  was  pushed  forward* 
The  question  which  had  so  long  occupied  the  whole  atten* 
Hon  of  that  house,  so  fur  from  considering  light,  be  regard- 
ed OS <  one  <>ftli€  greatest  moment,  as  well  to  his  ma,josty'!i 
rTninisters  ns  to  himself.  '   {Hear^  hear^  hear!  from  the  mi*  ^ 
nistciiul benches *)  lie  despised  sach  feelings  <a8  appeared  toi 
give  rise  k>  the  cheer,  and  would  repeat  that  the  question 
wqs  of  moment  to  him,  because  it  was  desirable  to  every 
honest  man  to  be  enaljied  io  be  in  full  possession  of^vcry 
.thing  Xhnt  -could  enable  him  to  fcirm  an  impartial  judg-» 
meat.  '  The  house  would  give  him  credit,  he  was  sure^ 
wtien  he  said  that  the  questron  before  it  was  mopfientoos 
'though  not  preying,     lie  saw  no  rctison  why  the  same  time 
should  mit  be  allowed  now,  as  when  the  Chancellor  of  the» 
JBschequer  aitd  the  Lord- V^iscount  GastlereDgh  were  charged 
*wilb  a  bwach  of  (he  privileges  of  that.house.     The  right 
honourable  gentleniau   would  recollect,  that  when  that 
fchasge  had  been  first  brought  forward,  he  rose  in  his  place^ 
snd  after  «taAng  that  he  was  taken  by  snrprizc,  made  his 
Jiow^  and  re(ire(l ;  after  which  adehiy  of  five  days  was  aU 
'lowird  b^ore  ho  made  his  detence.     He  had  voted  in  the 
minority  oii^thal  occasion  ;  arul  to  the  decision  of  the  houses 
in  thuliiUitiince,  and  tiie  ci>m)uct  of  his  majesty's  ministers, 
thev  were  to  look  tbr^the  (ic^^radtUionof  thr  house  of  com- 
jnon^  'u%  the  opinion  of  the  people.     The  hi>use  would  also 
j-^coUect  (ho  ca^c  when  Viscount  Cnstloreagh  was  charged 
:*i'ilh  bartering  for  a  scat  in  tiiat  house,  and  was  sheltereA 
by  tliq  ameudmcntof  a  right  honourable  gerrflemaii  (Mr. 
Canning)  not  then  in  his  place.     That  proceeding,  con^- 
«plcd  with  the  resolution  of  1779,  which  made  such  a  prac« 
tice  a  brtraoh  ol  the  privileges  of  that  house,  had  contrF- 
'buted  to  the  degniihuion  ot  parliamant.     He  brggcd  also 
tofemind  the  house  of  the  threat  respecting  thadi^sol^tion 
'  olr parliament,  thrown  out  by  the  same  right  hononrabla 

Eentleman  sboFt4y  after  he  came  info  oihce,  and  of  the  rea« 
iMOg  of  ^t'tlMwt  shortly  after  by  the  dissotiirion  of  par., 
'^tamciit ;  ami  then  to  ask,  to  whom  was  the  degradation 
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0f  psriiaineiit  to  be  attributed  ?  (Hear^  heartyOn  tile pr»» 
jient  qneslion  then,  of  so  much  importanoi  to  liie  indepen» 
dence  of  that  house,  anil  the  interests  of  ike  nation,  hs 
asked  fur  time  to  consider  it  sufficiently*     The  same  ap^ 

Jlicatipn  he  had  made  i^4  hours  before,  and  in  the  period 
mt  bad  since  intervened,  he  had  not  ha^  time  to  consider 
ihe  subject.  In  this  respect  the  honourable  gentleman 
apposite,  and  his  honourable  friend,  had  the  Mlvantage 
f6t  hijn.  He  bad  marked  the  passages  specified  by  the 
iionourahle  mover,  but  had  not  yet  been  able  to  look  into 
Ihero.  In  thissituatbn,  be  could  not  think  of  deciding 
upon  extracts  made  by  any  gentleman,  however  honour* 
atbie,  without  being  able  to  refei^  to  the  context*  Ttte 
house  would  recollect  the  tiature  of  thc^  speedi  of  thegaU 
lant  general  (Craufurd)  last  night,  who  had  produc-ed 
a  campaign  of  his  own  instead  of  the  imaginary  canipaiga 
of  the  noble  lord,  and  concluded  with  an  amendnient  eac** 
pressive  of  the  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  fats  majeBty^i 
ministers,  without  any  one  document  or  argument  pro- 
duced in  their  justification.  Whilst  the  honourable  and 
ipillant  general  was  proceeding  through  the  details  of  his 
campaign,  he  could  not  but  wink  that  every  honourable 
officer  wl)o  ha4  served  on  the  expedition  wouM  have  wished 
for  mountainato  cover,  or  seas  to  overwhelm  him,  in  order 
to  escape  the  indignation  of  the  public.  {U ear j  hearty 
When  charged  with  a  wish  to  delay  the  discuKsion  on  the 
conduct  of  the  expedition,  the  right  honourable  gentl(> 
man  had  referred  to  bis  conduct  during  the  whole  of  the 
investigation  to  prove  the  contrary.  He  was  ready  to 
^dmit,  that  the  noble  lord,  not  then  in  his  ^place,  bad 
conducted  himself  with  great  propriety  throughout  the 
whole  of  these  proceedings.  Uut  when  the  right  bo* 
nourable  gentleman  referred  to  the  papers  not  yet  deli« 
verod  from  the  prinier's  as  a  cause  of  delay,  be  must  ob- 
serve, that  whatever  might  be  the  abilities  of  that  right 
honourable  grntlcman,  he  could  do  but  one  thing  at  a 
time.  It  was  llie  opinion  of  a  great  ronn,  that  that  was 
the  manner  in  which  all  things  were  done.  As  they  were 
hot  pressed  for  time  as  to  the  present  question,  there  waa 
tio  ground  for  interrupting  thai  in  which  the  house  had 
been  previously  engaged.  When  iht  notice  of  the  mo« 
tion  had  been  given  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  it  was 
sufi'ered  io  lie  over  ibr  t«en(y*four  hours.  Why,  (ben, 
not  lie  over  for  a  longer  period  ?  He  gave  the  ho* 
nourable  gcntleii.an  (Mr.   Letfabiidge)  credit,  when  he 


Aid,  tlial  he  kad  not  lent  hiimelf  toanj  man  m  \h^  eotirs^ 
be  had  taken.;  bafeberonst  be  allowed  to  a¥l<Y,  fhirt  ihk 
liODOiirable- member  had  allowed  himself  to  be  infltiehccd 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  {Htar^  hear')^ht 
MnouraUe  member  I»a8  willing  to  allow  time,  but  the 
rij^kt  honourable  gentleman  bad  availed  himself  of  this 
^«iestioii  as  a  god«6end  (HearjhearOi  inthesarfie  manner 
as  ^  drowning  roan  would  catch  nt  a  straw.     It  was  an 
old  saying,  that  many  things  happened  between  the  cnp 
and  the  lip,  so  also  did  many  thiilkgs  happen  between  the 
baiter  aaa  the  gallows.  (Hear^  hear^^hear!)    He  did  not 
foeon  to  say,  if  he  was  to  go  to  the  extremity,  that  the 
i^ht  honourable  gentleman  was  entitled  to  be  beheaded, 
neither  bad  he  meant  to  apply  the  allusion  to  him.     Gen- 
tlemen miglit  recollect  the  case  of  a  soldier,  who,  on  the 
lefveat  in  Spain,  had  been  tried  by  a  court  martial  for 
some  heinous  ofience,  and  sentenced  to  jbe  shot.     Th^  de- 
tachmeiit  of  cavalry  was  drawn  up  for  this  execution; 
but,  fortunately,  the  enemy  c:iroe  in  sight  ;•  the  cavalry 
escaped,  tlieculprit  was  put  on  a  horse,  and  fled  with  the 
vest, and  ao  the  whole  ended.     As  he  trusted  (he  house  of 
oommons  would  never  shew  any  fear,  so  also  he  hoped. 
that  it'  would  not  manifest  either  favour  or  partiality  io 
^nfptt9on.^llear^hearl)    He  thought  the  house,  by 
aoqiiitting  the  right  honourable  gentleman  la^t  session, 
kad  shewn  such  partiality,  and  (hereby  contributed  to  that 
degradation  into  which  ^i>me  persons  supposed  the  public 
to  consider  it  as  fallen.    The  right  honourable  gentleman 
bad  cerfaiiily  been  charged  with  a  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  that  house.    Lord  Castlcrengh,  however,  had,  and   If 
not  for  tlie  gentlemanly  terms  in  wliich  he  made  his  ex* 
eii^e,  which  disarmed  lhere>eiitmfnt  of  the  house*,  and  the 
amendment  of  a  right  hofiourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Can- 
iring)  which  gave  rise  to  a  coinage  of  a  new  word,  in  the 
limguage  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  ^^  Icbt  a  mis- 
takeabte  record  should   appear  u|>on  the  journals,"  he 
must  havo  been  convicted.     But  the  right   honourable 
gent lenlnn  desired  that  the  house  should  not  suffer  itself  io 
be  intiffiiilated.     For  himself,  he  cot^ld  say,  that  he  had 
iMH-rr  at  any  time  been  afraid  to  avow  his  benttmcnts.    Yet 
at  the  same  time  that  he  would  not  be  intimidated  from 
expre^sin^^is  sentiments,  he  wculd  nut  tie  intimidated  to 
act  with  a  false  courage,  or  to  do  a  thing  in  order  to  shew 
that  be  durst  do  it  {Htar^  kear.%  nor  to  do  any  things 
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wUcfa)  in  hiff  best  eonvictioa,  he  should  ntk  f  Iiirfk  right. 
If  he  were  the  only  one.  who  was  noty  iind  had  not  an  op- 
.portutiity  to  be  acquainted  with  the  paper^then  he  tnight 
be  the  only  one  who  should  yoie  for  the  adjournment,  and 
^m  a  ground  which  to  him  appeared  unanswerable  i  but 
he  bad  another  ground,  arising  out  of  the  good  feelings  of 
the  honourable  members  opposite (M^m^rer  ondBeefrnder^) 
When  Ke  heard  these  honourable  gentlemen,  in  stating 
their  sentiments,  allude  to  combinations  in  that  house, 
and  the  8pirit«o£  jacobinism  out  of  it,  he  eouUI  scarcely 
belieye  that  he  was  not  listening  to  the  organs  d€  (he  late 
Mr.  Yorke — (he  begjcrcd  pardon)  of  the  late  member  for 
Cambridgeshire.    This  was  the  legacy  bequeatlied  to  that 
«  house  by  the  teller  of  the  exchequer.  (Heary  kenf!)  That 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  made  a  complaint  against 
John  Gale  Jones,  who  made  a  respectful  apology  at*  the 
l)ar.  (jVb,  no  I)    As  be  was  informed  that  person  had 
conducted  himself  with  decorum  .at  the  bar,  and  on  that 
ground  it  was  his  opinion  at  the  time  that  he  should  be' 
discharged.     JCvery  thing  that  had  since  beeu  done  on  * 
the  sub^t  tended,  step  by  step,  to  make  Jones  a  greener 
personage  than  he  could  otherwise  hare  hoped  to  become. 
It  was  not  bis  intention  then  togive  any  opinion  as  to  the 
rij^ht  of  the  house  to  commit  for  contempt;  that  opinion 
he  had  before  stated,  and  it  was  not  necessanr  for  htm  to 
repeat .     lie  b^ged  here  to  return  to  what  he  had  been 
drawn  oiffrpm  longer  than  he  had  intended^— (lie  allusion^ 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Lethbridge)  to  combir 
nations  in  that  house.     The  honourable  member  had  said 
that  on  bearing  certain  stalementsln  that  bouse,  be  was  so 
affected,  that  his  hair  btiiod  on  end.  (^  laugh.)    Now 
that  the  house  knew  that  he  had  the  gift  x>f  language 
(though  indeed  he  had  heard  Uiat  honourable  gentleman 
before  make  a  motion  respecting  double-barrelku  guns  (a 
/ai/gA),  h€  trusted  that  he  would  not  remain  silent;  but 
when  lie  became  sensible  of  this  vi8ibleteffcct,'sufl[er  his 
mdml  to^  overcome  bis  physical  impressions,  iskI  move 
that  the  terrifying  words  l;e  taken  down.  (A  htygu.)     It 
would  certainly  be  on  every  account  desirable  timt  he 
should  not  suffer  the  agitating  words  to  remain  in  oblivion 
for  three  weeks,  and  tlien  the  unfortunate'iitterer  of  them 
become  the   object  of  another  charge,  by  bringing  them 
ill  judgment  against  him.  (Hear,  hear !)'  tie  should  ap- 
peal to  that  bench  of  lawyers  whom  he  saw  before  him  (a 
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laugh)^  whether  such  a  practice  would  be  allowed  in  any 
court  of  justice :  whether,  on  a  trial  for  one  oifencc*  it 
would  be  tolerated  to  give  in  evidence  a  previous  act 
which  had  never  been  questioned  ?  He  was  'bold  mough  td 
differ  from  the  honourable  baronet,  though  he  bad  noit 
lead  bis  statement.  He  had  heard  the  speech  of  that  hq^^ 
noarable  baronet  with  attention,  but  without  beirtg  con« 
vincecL  That  speecli  a  ppeared  to  him  an  able  one,  but 
the  fanlt  he  found  with  it  was,  that  it  would  not,  i^ 
Agreed  to,  advance  the  object  of  the  honourable  baronet 
one  step.  .  He  also  found  fault  with  his  having  published 
in  his  argument  any  thing  which  he  had  not  staled  iit  his 
speech,  when  he  brought  forward  his  proposition.  It 
ivoald  have  been  matter  of  surprise  if  his  noble  friend 
(Lord  ^Porchester)  had  not  brought  forward  any  motiou 
calculated  to  promote  the  objects  stated  in  his  able  speccl), 
on  the  proposmg  the  resolutions  founded  on  the  latie  in-* 
VestiCTtion.  Another  comment  he  had  to  make  against 
the  boDOurable  baronet  was,  that  when  he  published  his 
letter  and  argument,  h^  professed  to  publish  the  substance 
of  Jhis  speech.  He  had  read  the  letter,  and  thought. that/ 
there  was  nothing  in  it  which  any  country  member  might 
not  haVe  address^  to  his  constituents.  Having  read  tb^ 
letter^  he  put  the  argument  in  his  pocket,  supposing  it  to 
be  the  same  as  the  speech  which  he  had  beard*  On  com^* 
ing  down  to  the  house,  howevi?r,  he  was  informed  that  a 
notice  had  been  given  of  the  motion  by  the  honourable 
member.  When  he  heard  this^  he  thought  that  the  mat- 
ter would  soon  be  over, .as  ho  did  not  think  theie  was  any 
thing  exceptionable  in  .the  speech>  But  he  was  after<» 
wank  informed  that  there  were  many  things  in  the  argu-^ 
ment  which  were  hot  in  the  speech  ;  and  it  was  upon  the 
'  ground  that  h^  was  not  prepared  to  give  an  opinion  upon 
.any  one  of  these  new  passages,  that  be  wished  for  the  ad« 
jouri^m^Qjt  of  the  discussion.  It  was  impossible  to  say 
that  any  one  passage  was  a  libel,  without  cpnsidering  the 
whole,  and  ascertaining  how  each  might  be  explained  ot 
modified  by  the  context  or  other  passages  in  the  paper* 
That  he  should  do,  if  allowed  time  to  consider  the  paper ; 
bpt  if  not,  he  should  not  be  driven  to  vote  for  the  resola« 
tions  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  As  a  juryman,  and  he 
looked  upon  the  house  as  in  that  Instanoe  called  upon  tp 
perform  the  functions  of  jurymen,  he  should,  in  case^  of 
any  doubt,  feel  himself  bound  to  pronounce  the  party  iiv- 
Vol.  II.— 1810.  C  c 
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tiocent.  Others  vtcre  no  doubt  in  ibc  same  sitnatiott  with 
him  i  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  sajing:,  that  any  hoe 
lioifttible  membf^t  who  felt  a  doiil)t  npon  the  subject,  iias 
boffrtd  to  say  not  guilty.  What^detrimcnt,  he  would  aslc^ 
eoufdr^uH  from  agreetngto  the  adjournment  of  this  dis- 
cussion? AH  fifcntteraen  were  not  so  highly  ^rifled  as  the 
tight  bon'^urnble  pTntlcman^  to  comprehend  the  details  o£ 
imo  important  subjects  at  once.  Tliey  had  not,  as  that^ 
yight  h6nourabIe  gentleman  seemed  to  have,  cetis  in  their 
brains  for  the  reception  of  different  kinds  of  evidence,  nor 
that  constitution  of  intellect  Avhicti  enabled  him  to  cast 
shades  over  one  description  of  (^vidence,  whilst  Ik;  applied 
bis  attention  to  another,  aiul  then  to  withdraw,  these 
shades  at  will,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding- to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  temporarily  secluded  subjecfs.  When 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  therefore,  called  upon 
the  house,  not  possessing  the  same  advantages  with  him- 
self, to  divide  their  attention  between  two  questions,  he 
vfaa  doing  an  injury  to  the  house,  to  each  individual  ia 
the  house,  and  to  the  nation.  But  what  effect  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  might  haVe  expected  from  this  in- 
terruption, he  trusted  he  would  be  disappointed  as  well 
within  as  without  the  walls  of  that  house.  He  might  sup- 
-  pose  that'tbe  public  would  be  distracted  by  this  question 
nrom  paying  the  same  attention,  Vhicli  it.^vould  otherwise, 
to  the  question  in  which  he  was  so  deeply  and  personally 
interested.  Byt  the  public  he  believed  to  be  too  wise  to 
give  into  that  delusion.  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man would  gain  but  a  short*  respite  before  the  decisiou 
-riiould  be  pronounced  upori  him.  The  honodrable  Im- 
Tonet  had  claims  on  the  house  not  to  proceed  precipitately 
in  this  question.  The  house  of  commons,  whose  rights 
and  privileges  were  interested  no  less  than  the  freedom  of 
the  people  in  the  decision,  had  claims  upon  that  house 
to  proceed  calmly  tind  deliberately,  hot  rashly  and  pre- 
cipitately.  When  th6  Itononrabie  baronet  had  made  his 
.  motion  for  the  liberation  of  Jones,  lie  was  not  convinced 
by  his  speech,  but  had  voted  for  the  discharge  of  Jones,' 
because  his  previous  confinement  appeared  sufficient  pu- 
nishment, because  his  offence  was  light,  and  because  he 
had  conducted  Irimself  respectfully  when  at  the  bar  of 
that  house.  H(^ did' not  mean  to  detain  the  house  longer,  , 
as  he  should  not  go  into  any  argument  as  to  the  riglit* 
irbioh  ha(J  been  questioned.    H&  was  sure,  if  the  right . 
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wafi  not  consisteut  with  law,  thajt  the  bou^  xif  conmwiA 
vrixs  too  liberal  not  to  relinquish  it ;  but  if,  oa  the  contf  ar j^ 
mt  right  wa3  legal,  that  house  ivQuId  always  be  bold 
cnqugh  to  mainUin  its  rights  and  privikges. . 
i.  Captain  IbrAf ,  unuccustomed  as  he  had  been  to  add^reat 
that  house,  still  did  not  think  it  woqld  require  a^chabH 
.my  to  tefute  the  arguments  of  the  honourable  ge;itlenMm 
vmo  had  just  sat  down,  and  who  had  so  freely  Griticise4 
the  conduct  of  every  member  whom  he  h^d  thought  fit  to 
advert  to.  The  honourable  gentleman,  among  <^er  criir 
tfcisni^,  had  alluded  to  a  legacy  ^hich  had  been  beqiieathr 
ed  to  fliat  house  by  the  late  member  for  CamJbridgQ&bire.. 
He  oQi^ld  assure  that  honoumble  gentleman,  (hat  whatewi- 
I^acy!  was  .bequeathed  by  the  late  member  for  Gambridger. 
ahii^e;^  would  be  remembered  with  respect  by.  that  hou^»: 
Ce);^am  he  wa<r,  that  it  -must  be  as  goo<l  as  apy  that  pvo^ 
ceeded  from  a  brewer  of  bad  porter.  [Here  a  g&ieral  cry> 
et' Order f  order  \  Chmty  chair  \  continued  f^rsome  mi* 
iiiites ;  several  membters  on  the  opposLtioi^  benches  at  th^r 
aame  time  standing  up  in  th^ir,  plaipcs  to  $peak  to  order.]    r 

Mr.  Tfliitbread  (VLS  soon  as  silence  could  be  .ojbtained} 
rose  and  dejclared,  that  whatever  mi^^ht  'be  the  emotions 
felt  by  his  honourable  friends,  as  to  tlie  Ianguafi;e  which  had 
been  used,  1^  could  assure  t)ie  house  tliat  he  was  in  no 
other  way  atfectqd  by  it  than  as  a  tradesmaui  and  i%  that 
capacity  he  thought  the  hop.  gentleman  i^ad. no  right  to  hold 
him  out  as  a  brewer  pf  bad  porter,  XIIeoTf  bear  1>  Hq 
only  hoped  that  as  the  honoiirable  gentleman  conceived  sf^ 
baa  an  opinion  of  him  for  following  the  profession  of  his^ 
father,  that  he  would  do  bis  porter  the.  justice  to  inake  a 
trial  of  it.  1  f  the  houour^ible member  should  order  acask 
of  it,  &e  would  undertake  to  furnish  him  with  the  best^ . 
atid  all  he  should  ask  in  return  was,  that  he  would  giFe  i| 
tottie  electors  of  (^ambridg^)ure  to  drink  the  health  of 
their  late  member.  (^A  laugh.)  The  cry  of  Order^  ardfr  I 
Ch(dri  chair  \  was  again  repeated^  when 

Mr,  Croker  rose,  (The  calls  upon  the  chair  were  j^ 
pcwcd).  -^ 

The  fSpeakerthen  observed,  that^  unle^  any  other  ho- 
nourable member  rose  to  orde;c,  the  honourable  genttenaim 
(Mr.  Croker)  was  in  possession  of  the.  house.  - 

>.   Lord  Milton  then  rose  and  said,  thart  in  order  to  pre*^ 
iq'Ve  that  clecorun^  whicJ>  ought  to  prevail  in  the  discu$^ 


19j8  the  PARtlAMtfWTA^r  ltB(fT5TER,  'pj6fti 

tiows  6f  Thai  house,  he  felt  himself  bound  f o  rtiovc  lliat' 
the  Ttords  of  (he  honourable  fifentleman  be  taken  down.  ' 

Mr,  'tVhitbread  \\\\r€SiiiA  his  noble  friend  not  to  persisltf 
in  his  motion.  He  ^as  persuaded  that  the  words  had  nbt^ 
b<*eh  utfc^rcd  with  any  offensive  intention,  and  escaped  t!ie 
Ii6Hb\irable  member  only  in  the  hasty  impression  of  ^W6 
Aioment.  No  apoh)gy  therefore  was  desired  on  his  patt.* 
{A  rail  of  m(ycc^  m&ce !  sacceeded.) 

The  Jfpeaker  observed,  that  the  turn  the  ditetrssiftn  TrndT 
taken  since  llie  words  hnd  been  spoken,  precluded  hini 
ftom  ordering  that  they  be  taken  down.  •       * 

•  Mr.  Crofcernaid^  (hat  if  a  motion  of  censure  had  becii' 
fnov^d  upon  what  he  allowed  to  be  intern pernfe  language, 
lie  doubted  if  the  house  would  have  cheerfully  acYoptcd^ 
*^y  vigorous  measures  agnihst  a  sudden  sally  of  fraternal* 
feeling.  He  then  proceeded,  after  cottipbmehfing  "the' 
goo.l  humour  rtianlfesled  by  an  honourable  gciilleman' 
(M^r.  Whitbread),  to  comment  upon  the  "  argument"  dP 
8lr  Francis  Burdett.  He  said  <hat  that  paper  \tUs  filled- 
•with  observations  he  hAd  nevef  dared  to  utter  irt  that 
koYise;  irt  this  charge  against  the  honourable  baronet,  he 
hail  been  borne  out  by  the  honoumble  gentleman  (Mr.' 
M^hftbread),  ivho  hacl  himself  stated  that  Sir  Francfs; 
B^rdeft  h<1d  in  that  palmer  made  use  of  atTffwments  io 
irhich  in  that  house  he  ntver  had  resorted. '  Tne  honour- 
tXfl^  baronet  had  tjuestioried  the  exercise  of  their  mort! 
Iincieht  |>rivilegcs,  privilege  that  had  existed  in  the  oldest* 

.  limes  of  that  house,  (No^  nol)^  he  repeated  it,  ahd  hki 
must  be  convinced  of  the  contrary  by  oth(*rthan  inonos'yl- 
labfcal  arguments ;  the  right  of  exercise  of  an  undoubted 
ptiVilege  had  been  denied  ;  an  exercise  that,  in  the  case  iff 
question,  had  been  resorted  to  without  one  dissentiertt 
^\tt%  there  were  manvpassHges  in  that  piper  which,  If 
clothed  irt  tasteful  aifrfgentlenianly  language,  would  n6t 
tiVc  been  so  gtossly,  offensive,  but  there  \verc  others,  be- 
traying equally  uncon'stitutional  principtts,  and  corrupt 
tiistfe  in  them  ;  the  Myle,  bad  as/t  was,  wns  the  snj|illcst 
faitU.  Here  Mr.  Crokcr  cited  several  of  the  passages  a!^ 
rtatfy  quot^,  which  hfe  pronounced  as  in  Ihe  highest  de- 
^iW  tibeltotts  upon  that  house,  particularly  the  passagit 
'which  charged  the  house  by  proceeding  thus,  with  haW 
irig;  eitfei^jised  k  jurisdiction  not  vested  in  them.     That  the 

'  house  b^hig  but  one  and  the  inferior  branch  of  the  legist 


laAttTe,  had  sTtot  bejond  its  limits.  He  nextgrcfcrred  to 
ft  passa^e^  which  be  said  tlie  Iionourable  baronet  ^puld 
tioC  have  dared  to  have  uttered  in  that  bouse,  and  be  a(H 
f)ealed  to  the  autliortty  of  the  chair^  if  be  had  utiered  it. 
if  tiiat  authoritj  would  not  have  interposed  and  protected 
the  dignity  of  tlie  house  from  an  insult  so  gross.  /jTbe 
passage  \vas  as  follows  :— 

•  **  tiet  this  instrument,  this  thing  suigenvrisy  be  con* 
trast^d  with  the  description  above  given  of  the  properties 
of  a  lawful  warrant.  J)oe^  it  not  evidently  appear,  that 
this  jiiece  of  unsealed  paper  signed  by  the  Spieaker,  by 
^bjcn  an  ui^tried  subject  lias  been  outlawed,  boars  no  fea- 
ture of  legality  ?  And  that  from  the  qommencement  ot 
i\m  proceeding,  in  ifs  progress,  and  to  its  conclusion, 
there  is  not  one  step  that  has  not  been  marked  in  a  pecuy 
liar  manner  wiih  disrepect  for  the  laws,  a  disrespect  in 
which. all  the  pafts.  have  been  wonderfully  consistent 
throughout,  in  constituting  the  most  unlawful  act  ih^ 
tDind  of  man  can  possibly  conceive." 

"Was  this  a  libel  or  was  it  not ;  or,  would  it  be  contend- 
ed that  the  honourable  baronet  was  one  of  those  whose 
prtQci)3lcs  or  meaning  cotild  be  mistaken?  He  truste4 
that  tho  house  would  feel  too  justly  ,what  was  due  tq 
themselves  and  to  ijie  honourable  baronet,  to  separate  thi» 
night  before  they  had  visited  ujiori  him  that  censure  be 
had  so  assiduously,  earned.  He  asked,  if  there  was  a 
doubt  ot*  the  libel  i  Uuless  there  was  a  revolution  in  all 
the  functions  and  privile£;es  of  that  hou^e,  it  wijis  *a  libeL 
a  gross  and  scandalous  libel,  and  yet  they  were  called 
Upon  for  more  time.  He  never  would  cousent'to  delay 
for  the  purjlose.  of  deliberating  wbelher  (he  vituperative 
ftbuse  of  that  letter  was  or  was  not  a  breach  of  their  pri^ 
vileges*  He  would  read  one  passage  more,  concermo|^ 
ivbich  there  could  be  bat  one  opinion  in  that  house. 

^' They  have  becqme  the  proprietors,  by  burgage  te- 
nure^ of  the  whole  representation ;  and,  in  that  capacity^, 
inflated  with  their  high  blown  ftinciful  ideas  of  m^esty, 
iind  tricked  out  in  the  trappings  of  royalty,  think  pri- 
vil^e  and,  protection  beneath  their  dignity,  assume  th(^ 
6word  of  prcros:ative,  and  lord  it  equally  over  thti  kin^ 
and  the  ixjople.'^ 

So  much  for  the  objections  of  the  honourable  baronet 
!o  their  trappings  of  royalty.  He,  fo^  his  part,  knew  of 
lip  rbyai  trappings  in  that  house  but  the  mate;  but  he 
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h«id  rend  of  a  great  and  leading  reforcner  of  h«  (Jajf*  vInI 
bad  called  fliat  mace  a  bauble.  The  next  pateyiy  In 
-which  he  would  refer  was  liie  concluding  one.  He  too 
can  quote  Scriptarefpi:  Ins  purpose.  Here  Mr.  GrokM 
read  th^  passage  which  will  t)e  found  below;  as  hecom^ 
menced  to  read  it  there  'was  a  laugh ;  that  was  certainl^t 
said  the  honourable  ^entleman^  a  most  de^coro^is  Jaiigh 
(Jlearjheari  from  mimsters).  He  then  applied  th^t  pas* 
sage  to  the  bousCy  and  contended  that  it  was  so  intended 
i6  be  applied  hy  the  honourable  baronet.  (Noi  f^\)r  If 
gentlemen  really  thought  hini  not  in  order,  to  coavii)Qt 
them  of  error,  he  would  read  the  sentenca  lea^i^g  fa 
the  passage ;  the  whole  passage  thus  cited  wa^  ^  Sol* 
lowing; —  /  f  - 

^  One  cannot  witli  s^ich  impressions  ia  one's  .mindv 
help  entertaining  a  fear,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  lipose^f  - 
commons  n\iiv,  m  time,  unless  they  revert  iQ  the  gfenl 
principles  of  the  constitution^  be  in  danger  qfiooiifriia^  * 
the  seirtence  of  St.  Paul  upon  the  insolent  and  (yraniNictl 
litgb  priest,  who  had  commanded  him  tobc^trickd^for  ^ 
opening  his  mouth  in  his  own  defence: — ^SGod.  sh^U  ' 
**  Kmite  thee,  thou  whited  wall:  for  sittest. thou  tojiidgtt' 
*^  i^ie  after  the  law,  and'commandest  me  to  be  MfiUtea' 
•*  contrary  to  the  law  ?'*  .  < 

.What  thert  was  t,he  meaning  of  the  word  '*  Rev^  T  • 
If  gentlemen  required  leisure,  in  order  to  h^  conyiiioed  of 
the  umoceuce  of  that  document,  they  might  adjoumcff 
die  in  diem^  and  be  asrncar  such  a  conviction, at  th^e^iid 
of  any  given  period  as. at  the  beginning,  fpr  suah  pii(« 
pose  the  longest  adjournment  woulcl  be  too  short..  Ho  . 
concluded  by  exhorting  the  h^use  to  stand  up  in  defence 
oflheir  good  old  privileges,  thatcQUstituV^d  ^t  Qnoe  tbe 
beauty  and  the  strength  of  that  sacred  sanctuary,  wtltuii 
which  were  enshrined  at  once  the  rights  aad  liberties  of 
the  common  wealth. 

Sir  Samuel  RovnUij  tlioughl  the  hon^e  called  on,  out 
of  respect  to  their  own  character,  to  dclibemte  longer  bo* 
fore  tfiey  came  to  any  decision  in  this  case.  Though  thej^i 
were  ttere  judges  from  necessity,  yet  let  thero-nqjt  forgei 
that  they  were  judges  in  their  own  .cause.  Thb  was  a 
time  at  which  they  were  called  on,  not  sharply,  to  catch 
at  every  supposed  or  apparent  violation  of  their  privileges^ 
but  to  protect  them  wiih  temper  and .  moderation,  neveur 
ov6r«stepping  the  liberal  aud  substantial  ruhss  9f  ^'sAia^n 
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WttVall  th6  pains  he  had  been  able  to  bes'oW)  in,  the 
sImtI  period  he  had  it  in  his  power,  on  the  residing  of  tbd    - 
p«lbHcirtion  in  question,  he  had  considerable  doubt  in  de-» 
ctarfng  that  It  was  a  Ubel.     If  he  should  be  compelled  to 
CMM^  to  a  vote  on  it  ihat  ni^ht,  he  must^  on  every  prin* 
cipleof  (n#9  and  from  considerations  ofsubstantial  justice^ 
as  pmetf^din  ttie  courts  in  which  he  had  been  educat<;d, 
say  that  it  was  not,  because  so  long  as  he  remained  ia. 
dotttHfie  mHst,  of  necessity,  inclinetofhesideofinnocence^. 
He  ^m  not  a  person  to  come  io  the  decision  of  a  questioa 
oflhii  ktad  \fith  that  sharp  retort,  and  wilh  that  heated 
tfliop^,  which  soracT^ntleraen  seemed  to  have  brought 
atoti^  with  them.     However  gentlemen  seemed  to  doubt 
hts'iKsei^on,  he  b^ged  of  the^  to  come  to  (he  decision 
of  the  question  now  before  them  with  temper  and  modera- 
tion.    There  was  not  a  man  who  wished  more  than  be  did 
t04ioM'a*higfi  check  over  attacks  on  (he  privileges  of  that 
h(lil9e«.    So  far,  ^however,  from  protecting  their  privileges,  • 
byjMWacdeAn^  to  the  proposed  resolutions,  he  was  satis* 
fidd  dmttado  90  wonld  have  a  contrary  effect.  He  was  told 
Ihat*  the  housewas  not  to  listen  fo  language  of  intimida- 
tidti*  -   Ife  Gonfe^sed  that  he  had  not  courage,  considering 
what  had  lately  passed  at  the  numerous  great  meetings" 
ibiOD^bottt  the  country,  ih  which  opinions,  in  many  in* 
stinces  unanimous  ones,  on  grand  public  questions,  wero 
declared  contrary  to  the  decisions  otthat  house,  to  contend 
that  the  majority  of  that  bouse  mnst  be  correct,, and  the. 
great  boAy  of  f he  nation  wrong,  or  to  set  up  his  own  opi^ 
nioo,  had  he  originally  formed  one  ia  those  majorities,* 
agflinst  thc*vioice  of  the  nation.     The  house  was  now  pro- 
ceeding, however,  io  dispose  of  the  present  question  uith- 
out  being  accurately  acquainted  with  tlie  true  nalure  uiid 
bearing  of  it. .  He  thought  he,  should  be  able  to  satisfy 
BOfM  gentlemen  who  seemed  anxious  to  come  to  an  im« 
mddtate  decision  oil  the  question  that  this  was  the  case,    . 
and  that  if  they  were  a\  this  niomcnt  to  decide  it  on  the 
ftcts  as  they  understood  them,  that  they  would  decide 
coRtrbryto  tire  true  import  and  meaning  of  the  very  pas- 
8ag<eft  on  "which  their  decision  wa^  built.     An  honourable 
gentleman  under  the  gallery  had,  as  the  ground  of  his 
opinion,  cited  a  particular  paragraph  from  the  argument 
in  quistion,  giving  it  an  interpretation  which  it  \yould  not  . 
bear,  and  without  weighing  the  import  of  it,  after  a,  cur- 
sory reading,  a^ked  was  not  this  and  this  libellous?    The 
boaowable  geiltteman  (Mr.  Owen)  bad  con&trucd  thd  pas- 


• ,- 


sage  to  which  healliidcd,  as  if  it  charged  the  bouse  ^iib 
coo  verting  the  bill  of  rights  into  a  bill  oT^vrongs  ;  whereas, 
if  the  honourable  nieiuDcr  had  perused  the  passage  aUcn- 
iiyclj,  he  would  have  found  it  stated  that  no  one  member 
agreed  with  Mr.  Yorke  iu  imprisoning  Mr.  Jones  under 
the  sanction  of  the  bill  of  rights.  If  the  house  agreed  with 
the  honourable  gentleman  under  the  gallery,  however^  in 
his  interpretation  of  the  passage,  they  must  have  taken  it 
for  granted  that  this  was  the  decision  of  the  wVuIe  house. 
This  was  a  strange  and  extravagant  construction  to  have 
given  the  paragraph^  as,  he  was  convinced,  the  honour-, 
able  gentleman  hira«qlf  would  admit, after  again  perusing 
it*  Now,  surely,  after  seeing  tliis  high  error  into  wbica 
^  be  had  fallen,  the   honourable  gentleman  would  agree 

that  the  consideration  of  the  question  should  be  post-, 
poncd.  'He  was  convinced  that  the  honourable  gcntle.- 
man,  having  for  years  been  of  tlic  same  profession  with 
him  (Sir  S.  Koroilly),  would  deplore  what  might  have  been 
the  effects  of  so  rash  and  precipitate  a  judgment.  lie 
l^ged  io  call  to  ihe  recollection  of  the  house  .what  was  the 
proposition  they  were  called  on  to  support.  It  was  not 
that  Sir  F.  Burdett  was  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  that  house, 'but  that  the  publication  in  question  was  a 
libel,  and  then  went  on  to  state,  that  it  was  a  breath  of 
the  privileges  of  the  house.  The  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  would  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  publication, 
was  not  a  libel,  but  he  confessed  hcentertainedfa  doubt  in\ 
that  {loint.  A  publication  might  be  a  libel  in  its  matter, 
next  in.iis  manner.  Any  man  has  a  right  to  discuss  every 
great  constitutional  question,  whether  of  power  or  of  con- 
stituted authority^  lie  might  shew  his  folly  in  arsuing  a. 
,  point  in  which  no  other  man  would  agree  with  bim,  but. 
still  he  had  a  right  to  do  so.  There  might  be  inflammatory 
language  in  the  paper  in  question,  but,  at  the  same  time,  it 
was  argued  with  great  ability,  and  all  the  great  aulborities 
and  precedents. on  the  subject  were  givcu  and  argued  an 
Mith  great  learning.  This  was  a  c^ra vc  argument, and  God 
forbid  that  any  man  should  be  precluded  from  discushing 
such  a  subject.  The  question  thenwns,,  if  there  were  lioi 
in  that  paper  offensive  paragraphs  ?  He  agreed  that  ther« 
were;  bui^then,  did  they  amount  t«>  a  libel?  (A  soft  of 
luvgh  from  ihe  ministerial  bench.)  lie  dared  to  s:iy  tha( 
geiitlemcH  much  better*  acquainted  with  the  natuie  of  i| 
lilx'l  than  he  could  ])refen<]  to  be,  would  be  prepared  ta 
>    answer  this  question,  and  he  should  be  obliged  to  spme  of 


4hem  to  iiiToiurtli^  house  Mrifh  rh  opinion  on  this  subject. 
The  paper  s&ul  that  Ibe  right  assumed  <o  themselves  by  the 
hoase  was  contmry  to  Mnfifim  Chfirta ;  nad  gentlemen  ob«. 
Jectedthaf  many  fmrts  of  Jt.were  coiiceive<l  in  »<rong  lan- 
guage. Why  shonM  there. not  be  strorifr  lan£:nns:e  ir 
arguing  aqiiestion  of  great  conseqnenci?,  invoit^ing  the 
rights  of  the  public,  ^ttd  the  constitution  of  th.e  country  ? 
W  as  the  house  callecl  on  to  interfere,  and  to  mcHiiure  out 
the  nature  and  quality  of  the  langunjpfe  to  l)e  used  in  every 
discussion  ?  Surely  it  was  not  on  such  nice  matters  as  these 
that  the  house  should  be  called  on  as  judges  ?  Ih*  hoped  the 
liouse  would  not  suppose  tliat  he  meant  io  cnt<T  into  a  de^ 
fenceof  this  paper.  He  only  meant  to  state  his  doubts,  whe- 
ther tliat  house  ought  to  take  up  this  paper  as  a  li(M*l  on 
which  they  were  to  judge.  It  nireiy  felt  to  his  lot  to  sit  in  a 
judicial  character;  but  so  far  as  he  could  judge  on  this  mat.* 
ter,  he  was  not  pre{xired  io  vote  in  support  of  these  resolu* 
lions.  There  were,  as  he  had  already  said,  otfensivc  pti* 
lagraphs  in  thepaper^  but  he  c6utd  not.view  them  in  tfie 
miscbietous  light  in  which  some  geutlemrn  had  been  ih« 
dueed  to  cqnceiv6  thein.  The  paragra^)h  in  which  the 
house  is  stated  U>^^  assume  tlie  sword  oi  prerogative,  arul 
lord  it  equally  over  the  king  and  the  people,^^  had  I>eeii 
particularly  dwelt  on^  as  containing  matter  highly  objec- 
tionable. He  could  hardly  view  it  in  this'  light.  ^  The  ho- 
nourable baronet  might  perhaps  takeoflence  at  his  o!)ser- 
vation,  but  he  could  not  help  conceiving  the  paragraph  a$ 
altogether  nonsense.  As  to  mischief,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive how  it  could  arise.  It  was  itnjiossiblethat  ihe  Idea 
of  that  house  lording  it  over  the  king  could  phjduceanj^ 
injurious  effect*  Could  any  jierson,  not  an  idiot,  or*  fit 
to  be  sen€  io  a  mad^house,  be  deceived  by  such  an  idea  ? 
Where  had  that  house  ever  encroached  on  the  royal  prero* 
gativel  There  were  other  passages  ohjedfed  io^  such  aa 
an  aUusfon  to  the^^  manner  in  which  th;it  house  was  con* 
atitnted,*' and  tliat  they  v^ere  "  coUeoted  together  by  means 
which  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  d(?scri!x\"  He  would 
ask  the  gentlemen  opposite,  asiearned  lawyers,  to  say,  if  ihe 
honourable  Iwronet  were  to  bciiulicted  for  lho»jr  ohjecliou- 
able  par.igraphs,  how  the  charge  wimld  behiid  ?  Whera 
was  the  inueudo  ?  He  recolU-cteil  a  case  of  this  kind,  \n  here 
an  honourabte  gentleman  on  the  oppr)>ite  sicje  was  on  the 
«ide  of  th^;  prosecution,  and  he  (Sir  S.  Romilly)  ft»r  the 
defendant,  and  there,  because  then*  >^as  no  inuemhi,  tho 
.    Vou  il*— 1810.  I)U       • 
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ctiise  was  dismissed.  There  was  a  matter  to  which  he  wish* 
-  ed  (o  call  the  attention  of  the  house.  They  were  called  on 
.to  vote  this  a  lib^I,  iil  a  very  singular  situatioti.  For,  if 
thjff  was  the  law  of  the  house  of  commons,  a  man  can  be 
punished  by  this  house  when  he  has  not  been  heard.  This 
was  not  the  law  in  any  court  in  the  kingdom.  In  any  of 
our  courts,  when  a  man  is  indicted^,  cnHer  the  mischievous 
tendency  of  the  libel  is  pointed  out,  he  has  kn  opportunity, 
shewing  that  such  is  not  the  meaning  of  it ;  he  is  allowed 
to  shew  what  its  meaning  actually  is ;  and  that,  though  it 
may  admit  of  the  meaning  given  it  on  the  part  of  the 
prosecution,  slill  that  is  not  the  meaning  he  intended  it 
ahonld  receive,  fiere  the  person  accused  has  no  such  op- 
portunity. The  paper  is  read,  and  then  he  is  ordered  to 
withdraw  without  being  heard.  He  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  this  was  not  the  law  of  parliament.  He  was  not  so 
much  acquainted  with  its  practice,  as  with  that  of  the 
courts  in  which  he  was  accustomed  to  practise.  He  did 
did  not  even  mean  to  say  that  this  was  not  the  proper 
course ;  but,  if  they  were  to  pursue  this  mode,  when  thny 
themselves  were  the  party,  they  should,  at  least,  act  de- 
liberately ;  and  if  they  could  not  call  the  honourable  ba- 
ronet before  them,  to  hear  his  explanati6n  of  the  objec- 
tionable passages,  they  should  take  cnre,  at  least,  that  all 
justice  was  done  him.  It  was  admitted  yesterday,  (hat 
time  should  be  given  for  deliberation.  Now,-^th^y  were 
to  consider  what  had  been  done  since,  and  what  time.had 
i^itervened,  which  could  enable  the  house  to  have  made 
themselves  more  complete  masters  of  the  subject.  Would 
gentlemen  venture  to  say,  that  those  passages  which  had 
be5n  objected  to  might  not  admit  of-u  very  dilFerent  inter- 
pretation after  the  house  had  hacf  sufficient  time  tocon^ider^ 
them  ?  Me  had  already  proved,  in  the  person  of  tbclearn- 
ed  gentleman  under  the  gallery  (Mr.  Owen),  that  there 
were  gentlemen  ready  to  ciecide  on  the  paper  in  question, 
as  being  a  libci,  while  at  the  same  time,  they  were  under 
a  complete  misapprehension  of  the  meaning  of  the  passages 
on  which  their  ojpmiou  was  founded.  This,  he  submitted, 
was  a  sufficient  ground  on  which  to  postpone  the  discut- 
sionof  the  question.  'It  was  impossible  to  say  that  a  fair 
opportunity  had  already  been  afl'orded  fur  considering  the 
paper  in  question.  It  would  be  useless  in  him  to  point 
ont  the  ill  consequences  of  precipitation  in  suoh  a  case  as 
this;  and,  notwithstanding  the  courage  of  some*  of  the 
gentlemen  who  iiad  spoken  oa  the  other  side,  he  hoped 
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the  bouse  would  take  some  litHe  time  .to  deliberate  be« 
fore  they  came  to  a  decision  on  a  question  of  suck  im« 
jiortance. 

Mr»  Per  cereal  \ifVi%  surprized  to  hear  his  honourable  and 
learned  friend  (Sir  S.  RomHIy)  express  a  doubt  if  the 
publication  in  question   could  or  could  uot  be  a  libel* 
No  person  who  hix\y  gave  his  mind  to  it,  and  there  was 
no  man  who  had  a  better  understanding  than  his  learned 
friend,  could  doubt  that  it  wasa  libeL  His  right  honourable 
friend. had  argued,  that  an  honourable  gentleman  utidec 
the  gallery  iKid  mistaken  the  meaning  ofa  possag^in  the 
paper  on  which  he  had  relied;  that  he  had  put  a  wrong 
interpretation  upon  it ;  and  that  this  was  a  proof  that  the 
question  was  notripe  for  discussion.     He  certainly  agreeri 
with  his' right  honourable  friend,  that  be  should  not  have 
selected  that  passage  as'  the  strongest  point  in  the  paper 
now  under  consideration  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  sub- 
mftted  that  even  that  passage  was  sufficienkto  prove  the 
paper  in  que^lion  to  be  a  libel.     The  paragraph  certainly 
bore,  that  Mr.  Yorke  having  selected  the  bill  of  righU; 
as  the  ground-work  for  committin*^  John  Gale  Jones  to 
prison,  did  thereby  turn  it  into  a  bill  of  wronffs,  and  that 
the  bouse,,  in  agreeing  to  the  proposition,  did  wrong  \o 
those  rights.    He  agreed  however,  that  this  passage  should 
nut  be  fleeted  as  one  of  the  strongest  in  the  publicatior.i. 
It  was  agreed  on  all  hajids,  that  the  pi^ent  was  a  subject 
of  great  iinportauce.     Some  gentlemen  opposite,  however, 
were  of  opinion,  that  the. discussion  on  the- Walpheren  m"* 
quiry  was  entitled  tb  be  previously  gone  through.     He, 
in  common  with  those  gentlemen,  agreed  that  it  was  of 
.great  importance  if  ministers  bad  dune  wrong  in  the  di« 
rection  of  the  forces  of  the  country,  that  their  conduct 
should  be  inquired  into*     But  the  question  was,  if  charge 
ing  that  house  with  the  commission  of  gross  injustice,  aitfl 
with  a.  violation  of  the  constitution,  was  not  a  point  of 
still  greiiter^importance  ?     He. could  not  figure  a  question 
of  greater  moment,  whether  the  house  was  or  was  not 
guilty  of  the  crime   thus  im^)utcd  to  it  ?     He  had  been 
flailed  on  not  to  expose  himself  to  what  some  gentlemen 
called' a  misconception,  others  a  just  conception  of  his 
.  ccinduct,  and  as  if  it  was  of  any  consequence  whether  a 
decision  whs  come  to  thi^  ni^rlit  or. to-morrow  ;  be  was  re« 
pret»(;nted  as  wishing  to  avail  himscU  of  the  chapter  of  ac- 
cidents, aud  wa^  even  compared  to  a  desprter  from  the 


ftrmy  ^Sir  John  Moore,  who  effected  his  escape  on  the 
rOQiMij^  up  of  (he  eneinjy  just  as  he  n^as  about  to  be  shot. 
Whrn  the  honourable  gentleman  also  representee^  him  as 
liaviitg  u  batter  about  his  neck,  and  Ihat  he  calculated  on 
{the  present  motion  to  produce  his  rescue,  he  confessed 
j|iinj)eir  at  a  loss  to  conceive,  what  the  honoorable  gentle* 
jais^n  incHut*  He  looked  forward  to  the  decision  of  the 
house  un  that  inquiry  with  great  anxiety  certainly,  but 
^t  the  same  time  with  ^reat  confidence.  (Hear^  hear! 
from  (he  upposHion,)  He  looked  forward  to  it  with  con- 
fldencC)  that  it  wouUI  have  the  eiFect  of  doing  away  any 
injurious  inipressiu|i  which  had  gone  abroad;  and  he  was 
satisfied  that  the  more  the  matter  was  discussed,  the  more 
the  injurious  impression  would  be  done  away.  He  nssur* 
i*d  the  house  be  did  not  look  forward  \o  delay,  nor  bad 
he  any  apprehension  of  the  result.  The  honourable  gen« 
iieraan  said  he  (Sir.  Perceval)  forgot  his  own  case.  He 
ilrd  not ;  it  was  the  honourable  gentleman  who  forgot  it. 
The  case  was  originally  brought  forward  in  an  imperfect 
^tate^  He  (Mr.  Perceval)  then  unaffectedly  said,  that  he 
did  not.  understand  what  was  meant  by  it.  It  was  d!s« 
missed  as  uniiiteingU)le,  was  again  brought  forward,  when 
lie  stated  what  he  had  to  say,  and  imined  lately  retired,  as 
the  honourable  baronet  had  now  done.  It  was  said  he 
had  on  a  former  day  agreed  to  delay  this  qaestion.  He 
4id  so;  but  if  gentlemen  did  not  take  the  op|)ortun{ty  of 
readiug  the  paper,  he  could  not  help  it.  No  gentleman 
could  say  that  he  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  reading 
that  p^iper  in  the  course  of  the  morning,  so  as  to  enable 
^kiin  to  c\etermine  that  it  was  a  libel.  His  hononrable  and 
.learned  friend  had  said,  that  the  house  ought  to  dist in* 
f^uish  between  manner  and  matter.  He  agreed  in  this; 
£ut  he  should  shew  that  ihe  publication  was  libellous  in 
both  respects.  He  did  not  deny  what  bis  right  honour- 
Hhle  fr iond  so,  properly  claimed  for  the  hononrable  ba- 
ronet, and  for  every  person  else,  the  legality  of  csinvass- 
iftg  any  act  they  might  think  proper.  Bat  did  it  follow, 
bccan^e  gentlemen  had  the  right  of  canvassing  every 
question  \\\cy  chose,  in  that  houdc,  the  hononrable  ba« 
xpnel  had-  a  right  to  send  it  to  his  constilnents,  to  chal- 
lenge them  to  investigate  the  point,  and  in  a  manner  to 
callqn  them  to  resist  the  decision  which  the  bouse  had 
come  to?  lie  conceived  he  could  satisfy  M$  honourabfe 
and  learned  friend  ibat  this  was  a  libel;  He  begins  with 
declaringir 
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^^  That  the  house  of  commons  have  passed  !a  vole, 
"whiph  amouats  to  a  decIaraHon,  th.an*an  drd^r  of  tfieir^  fe 
to  be  of  more  weight  than  Masna  Charta  and  the  lav^s  of 
the  land^  I  think  it  my  dutj  to  have  my  sentiments  the)reoii 
before  my  constituents,  whose  character,  as  free*  men,  and 
even  whose  personal  safety,  in  so  great  a  degree,  depend 
upoo  the  decision  of  this  qucstbh— a  question  of  no  le^ 
importance  than  this:  whether  our  liberty  be  still  to  bt 
cecured  by  the  laws  of  our  forefathers,  or  be  to  lie  at  the 
absolute  mercy  of  a  part  of  our  fellow-subjects,  collected 
together  by  means  which  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
describe."  ^  He  could  not  say  that  there  was  here  some- 
thins:  offensive  in  the  manner;  but  what  he  first  com« 
plained  of  was,  that  tiie  honourable  baronet  should  ap^ 
peal  to  his  constituents  as  to  what  was  done  in  that  house. 
.The  honourable  ixironet  then  proceeds — "  It  is,  ther©- 
ibre,  now  the  time  to  resist  the  doctrine,  upon  which  Mr. 
Jones  has  been  sent  to  Newgale;  or,  it  is  high  time  to 
cease  ali pretensions  to  those  liberties  which  Were  acquired 
by  our  forefatliers,  after  so  many  struggles  and  so  many 
sacrifices-"— The  statement  begins  by  an  express  allegai- 
tion  that  the  commons  have  set  themselves  up  againuft 
Magna  Charta ;  that  the  privileges  of  the  people  depend 
on  it ;  and  that  this  is  now  ihe  time  to  resist.     He  sup* 
posed  it  would  be  said,  that  by  resist  was  meant  to  resist 
by  argument    (Ileary  hear!  frofn  ihe  opposition  side.) 
Then  he  shuulc)  shew  iliat  no  doubt  was  suffered  10  re- 
main on   this  head.     The  letter  proceeds — "  Ifthcton- 
slitntion  lives,  and  is  applicabh*  to  its  ends  ;  namely,  the 
happiness  of  the  comuiunii^y,  the  perfect  s<>cnrity^f  the 
life,  liberty  and  property  of  edch  member  and  art  the 
;fncml)ers  of  the  society ;  then  the  afflriuative  of  the  proper 
silLon  can  never  be  admitted  ;  then  wc  mu-st  be  free-men;, 
•for  we  need  no  bettor  security,  no  more  powerful  protec- 
tion for  our  rights  (inci   liberties,  than  tlte  laws  anil  am* 
btitution  (llear-y  hear  !)  we  seek  for,  and  we  need  seek  for, 
.naihlng  new — (//e«r,  hear\)  we  ask  for  no  more  than 
what  our  forefathers  insisted   upon  as  their  own;  wc  ask 
ior  no  jnoje  than  what  they  bequeathed  unto  os  ;  we  asjc 
for  no  more  than  what  they,  in  the  testament  which  some 
of  them   had  sealed,  and  which  tho^  rest  of  them  were 
ready  to  seal  with  IhHr  blood,  expressly  declared  io  be 
*^  the^  birih-^/i^hi  of  the    people  of  England  ;*'  namely,    ^ 
f;*  the  laws  odT  England."    (//ear^  hear!)  ,  **  To  thctc 
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H'sn  ^  liavc  a  ri|i^ht  to  look  with  confidence,  for  secu'* 
tifjr/'  (fleary  hear!)  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
imid  he  ir{)8  guid  gendemen  were  alive  to  this,  for  to  the 
Mrt  tnnnedia^rly  to  follow  he  begged  their  attention* 
The  letter  went  ou^  "  To  these  laws  the  individual  nowim* 
ptiFoncd  has,  throiigh  me,  applied  for  jrcdress  in  vain. 
Those  who  have  imprisoned  him,  have  refused  to  listen 
to  my  .voice,  weakly  expressing  the  strong  principles  of 
the  (aw,  the  undeniable  claims  of  tlils  Englishman*! 
birthright.  Your  voice  mav  come  with  more  forpc ; 
(Hear^  hear  I)  may  command  greater  respect ;  and  I  and  , 
not  without  hope,  that  it  may  pfove  irresistible,  if  it  pror 
claim  to  this  house  of  6ommons,  in  the  same  tone  as  the 
tongues  of  our  ancestors  proclaimed  to  the  kings  of  old, 
**  Nolumus  Leges  Anglia  Mutari ;"  (kear^  hearl)  or  in 
our  ounmore  clear  ami  not  less  forcible  language,  ^*  The 
laws  of  England  shall  not  be  changed.**  (Ilear^  henrl)  - 
The  right  honourable  gentleman,  asked,  if  sq  far  as  he 
Iiad  already  gone,  this  was  the  way  of  discussing  what 
had  been  already  decided?  But  there  was  more  yet% 
—"  The  principle,  fellow-citizens,  for  which  we  are  now 
contending,  is  the  same  principle  for  which  the  "^people  of 
England  have  contended  from  the  earliest  ages,  and  their 
glorious  success  in  which  contests  arc  now  upon  record  in  ^ 
the  jgreat  charter  of  our  rights  and  liberties,  and  in  divers 
other  subsequent  statutes  of  scarcely  less  importance.  It 
was  this  same  great  principle,  which  wa^  again  attacked 
by  Charles  the  First,  in  the  measure  of  ship  monej,  when 
again,  the  people  of  England,  and  an  uncorrnpted  house  of 
commons,  renewed  the  contest ;  a  contest  which  ended. in 
the  imprisonment,  the  trial,  the  condemnation,  and  the 
exccutiort'of  that  ill-advised  king.  (//c«r,  hear  !)  Tlie 
seif  s»uie  principle  it  was,  that  was  so  daringly  violated  by 
his  son  James  the  Second  ;  {hear^  hear !)  for  which  vio- 
lation he  was  compelled  to  flee  from  t}i£  just  indignation  of 
the  people,,  who  not  only  stript  him  of  his  crown,  but  who 
prevented  that  crown  from  (lescending  to  h.ifi  family. 
[Heaty  hear  \)  Volumes  have  J^een  written  by  foreigners 
as  well  as  by  our  countrymen  in  praise  of  that  part  of  oiir 
law,  which,  in  so  admirable  a  manner,  provich's  for  our 
personal  safety  against  any  attacks  of  men  in  power.  This 
nas*  indeed,  been  in  ail  ages  the  pride  of  our  country ;  - 
and  it  is  the  maintenance  of  this  principle  which  enabled 
ns  to  escape  that  bondage,  in  which  all  the  states  and  king* 
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doms  in  Europe  wer^ enthralled,  bjab^inclpnuig  and  jd^Jd^ 
ing  it  up ;  and  we  may  be  assured,  tliat  if  we  nawaoaadaii 
it,  thcbnght  days  of  England's  glory  will  set  in  the  n^bt 
of  her  disgrace.  {Heavy  hear  I)  The  hou^  would  re- 
collect that  this  case  (he  house  of  commons  bad  decided 
on  ;  a'ld  the  way  (lie  honourable  baronet  reoomiiiended  for 
procuring  redress  was  that  resorted  to  id  the  tiroes  of 
Charles  I.  or  James  II. 

.  The  letter  then  goes  on — "  But,  1   would  fain  teliere 
that  such  is  not  to  be  our  fate.     Our  fore-fathers  made 
stern  grim-ytsaged  Pierogative  hide  his  head  :  they  broke 
in  pieces  his  sharp  and  massy  sword  ;  and  shall  we,  their 
sonsj  bo  afraid  to  enter  the  lists  with  uudefincd  Privilege, 
assuming  ihe  powers  of  prerogative?'^ — Could  any  nuin 
deny  that  this  was  not  catling  on  the  constituen(s  of  tlie 
honourable  baronet  to  resist  in  the  mbde  here  pointed  out,, 
and  that  they  were  invited  now  to  enter  the  lists  of  that 
house?    Could  any  man  hesitate,  therefore,  in  declarin|r 
that  in  roanner  as  well  as  in  matter,  the  paper  in  question 
was  offensive  and  libellous  against  the  privileges  of  thjit 
house?    The  letter  went  on — "  That  a  power  such  tis  this 
bhould  exist  in  any  country  it  is  lamentable  to  be  obliged 
ito  believe;  but,  ihat  it  should  be  suffered  to  exist,  and 
that  its  existence  should  be  openly  and  even  boastfullj^ 
*avowcd^  in  a  country,  whase  chief  glory  has  been  its  free 
constitution  of  government,  is  something  too  monstrous  to 
be  believed,  if  the  proof  were  not  before  t)ur  eyes,*' — Was 
there  any  thing  wiiicli  could  be  written*  to  Englishoica, 
which  in  its  style  and  manner  crdicd  on  them  more  to  re*, 
sist?  better  calculated  to  brin^  that  bouse  into  contempt, 
or  which  could  liave  mure  the  characteristic  of  a. libel 
against  its  privileg($^     This  being  the  case,  the  doubt  Qf 
hi^Iearned  friend  mu^t  be  now  removed.     If  it.  gillie* 
ina\ned,  an  adjournment  for  a  week  could  not  remove  il« 
(HeaVy  hear!)    Then,  as  to  the  law  of  the  ciUic,  them 
might  be  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  (he  house  without  a 
libel,  he  was  ready  to  admit.  lUit  where  publicaticms  were 
directed  against  the  proceedings  of  the  house,  calcuUtefl 
to  brin^  it  in(o  contem|it,  that  tli^y  were  Ubeb  no  man 
C(»MltI  deny.     He  proceeded  to  quote  precedents  4is  to  the 
tlsage  of  parliament,  in  imprisoning  for  libels,  from  the 
lin)e  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  both  on  its  own  members  nnd  an 
strangers.     In  a  solemn  proceeding  in  the  year  170J,  it 
Mas  decided  thcit  to  pretend  thai  the  bouse  had iioijurii)- 
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diction  of  imprisonment  oh  others  as  veil  as  ils  own  mcm« 
bersi  was  a  liigh  breach  of  their  privil^es ;,  and  that  to 
publish  libels  reflecting  on  the  house  of  commons  or  its 
members,  was  also  a  high  breach  of  priyil^ge.  In  the 
case  of  Crosby  and  Oliver,  writs  of  habeas  corpus  were 
yefused  both  iir  the  common  pleas  and  the  exchequer,  on 
the  ground  that  the  house  bad  a  right  to  commit  for  breach 
of  privilege ;  atid  a  similar  authority  was  to  be  found  in 
the  King's  Bench,  in  the  time  of  Lord  Kenyon,  who  then 
stated  that  when  evil  disposed  persons  attempted  to  over- 
turn the  country,  they  wonid  begin  by  calumniating  the- 
courts  of  justice,  and  both  houses  of  parliament.  He 
thought  that  time  was  come.  In*  comparing  the  present 
libel  with  that  committed  by  Gale  Jones,  the  latter  must 
appear  ihsignifitant  indeed;  and  should  that  house  be 
more  indulgent  to  a  member  of  its  own  than  to  a  stranger  f 
In  the  one,  they  proceeded  immediately ;  and  in  the  other, 
should  they  adjourn  from  time  to  time;  if  they  did  so, 
they  gave  that  honourable  baronet  a  triumph,  and  they 
would  shew  that  they  deserved  to  be  trampled  on  and  trod- 
den under.  Thoy  would  shew  that  they  were  afraid  to 
assert  their  own  dignity,  as  one  who  wished 

"  Nc  mqriatur  nlori.*' 

He  trusted  the  bouse  would  do  its  duty  temperately  and 
impartially, 

jUord  Folkestone  contended,  that  the  precedents  referred 
to  by -the  right  honourable  gentleman  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  were  either  misunderstood  or  misrepresented 
by  him*  -  Indeed,  the  course  he  recommended  that  night 
for  the  consideration  of  the  house,  was  both  extraordinnry 
and  inconsistent.  In  an  aflfectatioD  of  candour,  he  (Mr. 
Pero^val)  appealed  to  the  grave,  the  serious,  the  solemn 
deliberation  of  that  house.  But  how  did  his  practice 
square'with  his  profe«»sions  i  By  endeavouring  to  obtain 
this  sober  and  solemn  determination  in  the  most  premature 
and  precipitate  manner.    (Hcar^  hear!)    An  honourable 

S gentleman,  (Sir  S'.  Romilly,)  entiiled  to  every  deference 
or  his  deep  constitulional  knowledge,  had  declared  that 
nighl,  that  be  entertained  many  doubts  upon  the  nature 
and  tendency  of  the  publication  then  under  discus<^[oii. 
When  such  a  character  doubted,  were  the  majority  oftliat 
house  prepared  to  assert  that  tlieir  minds  were  satisfied-^ 
that  their  conviction  was  decided  ?    (IJeary  hear  J)    The 
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figiit  bononrable  |(<eiifIeiiMin  (Mr.  Perterftl)  bnd  gone  but 
thortly^into  the  subject^  biit  even  id  the  short  excuniort 
that  he  took^  he  proceetled  ettxy .  slep  under  the  most 
mistaken  views*    It  wa^  contemled  by  liinij  that  becaesc 
the  house  had  committect  Mr.  Gale  Jones,  that  thcieford 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  fight  of  the  houses  of  cotri« 
HUMis  ;  and  there  beiaf^  no^oubt  of  the  right,  that  there* 
fore  the- publication  of  Sir  Fmndis  Bordctt  was  a  grosi 
▼tolation  of  its  pririteges.     What  said  hb  learned' friend 
near  him  (Mr.  Croker)?    lie  tokl  the  house  that  the  case 
of  Gale  Jones  had  nblbtng  to  do  with  the  present  question^ 
and  should  not  be  admitted  into  the  contemplation  wbioll 
the  house  was  bound  to  give  that  particular  question.  But 
he  (Lord  Folkestone)  bc«:ged  to  saj',  |bat  the  question  at 
pivsent  bcfcire  them  hot  only  comprehended  the. propriety 
or  impropriety  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett^s  conduct,  but  the 
Irodi  or  Msehood  of  his  doctrine.    (Ilearj  hear  /)    U|f<iit 
those  points  he  would  ask,  was  the  lionsb  conscicntioitsl^ 
prepOired*  to  say  thiit  they  were  free  from  doubts  ?     Were 
their  minds  so  fully  convinced  by  the  arguments  and  pre- 
cedents of  tiie  rifftit  honourable  gehtleman  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer?  As  to  Ids  prccedent^^  he  (Lord  Folke-^ 
stone)  could  easily  illustrate  their  total  misapplication  to 
the  inference  which  he  wished  to  deduce,    indeed,  the 
Fight  honourable  ircntleman  was  so  wholly  ignorant  of  the 
pn^cise  6xcU  of  the  case  he  stated  wtlb  respect  to  Hall^ 
timt  at  first  be  contended  that  Ilall  was  a  member  of  par- 
liament, and  in  a  fe^r  sentences  afterwards  he  contended 
that  he  \sa%  not.     {11  ear ^  hear!)    There  were  other  cases 
referred  to  by  that  right  honourable  genlleniun  which  were 
father  extraordinary,  drawn,  as  it  were,  from  pct'iods  off  onr 
history,  which  he  trusted  evoa  that  rii^bt  honourable  gen* 
tiemtin  would  not  propose  for  consideration.     Thcta  wat? 
the  case  of  the  Keiilisli  sfentlemen,  who,  for  the  language 
of  their  potttion,  were  sent  (o  prison  by  the  order  of  that 
house.     Was  tllere  a  miin  to  l)c  found  inthe  prcsiMit  tiuies 
who  would  recoiiimend  bucli  a  punislimcnt  for  the  expres* 
Mxonn  intnxlnced  into  (hat  petition  ?  or  rather,  was  it  not 
such  us,  in  tbojtc  times,  woidd  be  more  a  subject  to  he  pp* 
provc<l  than  rt^probated  ?     Jt  waj^,  however^  referred  to  a 
committee  of  (hut  house  to  make  their  report  on.     Upon 
the  adoption  of  such  a  resolution,  Lord  lla'rtington  moved 
that  the  righfs  and  privii^es  of  the  {jeople  Jthould  be  con- 
std^reJ  by  the  conunittee  as  well  as  the  prinleges  of  that 
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lioasc.  It  ni\9  t»  be  recollcded^tliat  the  period  wbert 
(hose  cvcu's  occurred  was  one  of  ^roat  political  beat  ami 
|)ublic  ii<;i(a(ioii.  The  consequence  was^  that  in  the  cam 
n)i((co  (o  which  (Hcse  considerations  were  referred,  g«eaA 
divisions  and  jarring  sentiments  prevailed*  Such  a  stale, 
of  Uiin^K,  therefore,  leil  to  a  report  from  that  conunitteei 
which  Cdiild  now  be  oidy  considered  as  a  mere  compivov 
mi>e  l)etween»the  conAiqtinpr  particr^*  But  the  history  of 
the  transaction  proved,  lliut,  at  the  time  when  JUard 
Hartingfton  mooted  that  point,  the  le/^alily  of  tbathousot<» 
imprison  for  a  breaclt.  of  its  privileges  was  considered  in 
nnextcni»ive  de<^ree  doubtful.  Numerous  abl^  and  MrelL 
written  tnic/s  were  publislied  in  s'lpport  of  the  doctrifie 
whiclr  pronounced  such  a  power  ilte<^d,  mid  Iiad  even,  im 
that  perio<l,  considerable  eiFect  in  corrnboraliog  Hie  as^ 
Mimptioi),  tliat  the  exerci^c  of  that  ri/u^ht  was  cofitidered 
by  mihiy  an  nsurpation.  .  But  Jhe,ri|2:bt  honourable  i^enr 
tlcihan,  not  satisKed  with  his  .  precedents  from  a  moro 
remote  period  of  our  history,  basthought.propertoaUude# 
on  ttic  present  occasion,  to  that  assertion  of  llord  Kenyoo^ 
namely,  that  when  factious  mea  wished  to  subveit  the 
irovernment,  their  first  effort  was  to  calumniate  the  courts 
of  justice,  and  to  entrench  upon  the  privileges  of  pmrlia^ 
ment.  Really,  (saidlxird  Folkestone,)  aboveiaU  men  I 
did  not  expect  to  hear  such,  an  allusion,  much  less  such  ait 
application,  from  that  right  houourable  gentleman. <Mr«« 
Perceval).  Does  he,  or  can  he  believe,  that  because  .ho 
conceives  this  house  to  have  the  power  of  restrainiag  the' 
conimunicntinn  of  the  popular  opinion  upon  thecoiuluct 
pursued  within  its  walls,  that  he  therefore  can  deprive  the 
people  of  thwiC  kingdoms  of  the  faculty  of  thinking  or  of. 
recollecting?  Docs  he  believe,  when  he  cites  the  viola* 
tton  of  our  privileges  as  a  proof  of  disaffection  and  of 
treason,  that  the  people  of  England  have  forgotten  the 
truns.ictioiis  of  ilie  two  last  sessioiis  of  pRrliament?  Can 
thfy  forget  the  spectacle  exhibilcrl  t<»  their  view,  of  two> 
Ottbuiet  ministers  charged,  and  1  will  say  morally  ciMif*- 
victcd,  of  a  gross  and  heinous  attack  upon  those  privi* 
lr£C**s  of  Ihis  house — privileges  for  which,  forsooth,  one  of 
them  now  affects  to  ftvl  such  sincere  solicitude  ?  Can  tlie 
people  of  I0n<rlaud  forget,  that  though  such  violations  were 
not  denied,  still  thai  the  condnct  of  the  accused  was  not 
only  not  censured,  bnt  almost  not  questioned  by  a  British 
liousc  of  commons  ?  {Loud  cries  of  heavj  hear!)    WJleft; 
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•he  cx)untry  rccoHecfs  such  evrnfs,  nud  ^v!icn  fliii  liousq 
eannnt  forget  Ihem,  Avhnt  confifWjJe,'  what  attention  ciii\ 
be  ]^id  to  sfach  aprtlicatipr!  relative  16  'iU  privilcijc's,  pro- 
ceeding front  that  very  man  whcf  \vas  i  fe\v  short  inoutli^j 
ptfst  annigtiW  before  ihatVcry  hoiiie  as  k  cutplit  f -r  iheir 
viotetion,  and  who,  thonc^h  rc?;Cucd  from  ptmlshinent, 
Bas  stiU  no  fclnim  fe  acquittal?  (Hear,  ficarl)  It  is  idlq 
to  say  that  the  people ol*  this  toiintry'have  ru)  vt»ry  anxioui 
•fceHngs  noon  the  present  i;nbject.  /,  forc^ni^,  never  car^ 
wtsh  that' their  voice  shotild  ht 'Rifled.  Therefore  it  ^ 
that  I  appeal  to  tfiife  house  fbr'tliat  poslpoiieinent  of  ifs 
(lecision,  which  will  aUdw  the  fnllest  Inyostii^a'tion  of  this, 
most  important  question,  and  whieh  must  ullimatcly  selllc 
the  legality  or  iliegaUty  of  this  power.  There  remains  one 
observation  of  the  ri^Ut  holionrable  gentlenian  (Mr,  Per- 
ceval) npoh  Svhich  I  wish  to  remark.  lie  has,  in  his 
gcnetat  condemnntibh  of  the  pajKT  published  by  my  lio- 
noili^blrf  fticftd,  Sir  Francis  Burde1t,lnid  no  inconsiderable 
»trts3*ttpon  that  sentence  whicli  Iiq  assumes  tends  io  in- 
cite the  j>eople  to  n'  resistance  of  the  decision  of  the  house 
of  cbmmons.  .  He  cannot  hare  read  the  paper  fully  whea 
he  ventures  to  draw  such  inference.  Had  he  taken  the 
Context  into  his  contemplation  ;  had  he  reverted  to  pre« 
ceding  passages,  he  would  have  Found  that  the  term 
reshitnAct  was  coupled  with  ihc  word  les^nL  ft  was  con- 
Vfeved  in 'such  a  manner  as  must  convince  every  impartial 
tnfnd  (hat  stichwas  the  fair  and  candid  interpretation  of 
the  passage..  If  therefore  such  a  difFercncc  of  o^3inion, 
ti'Aio  the  nature  and  to  the  interpretation  of  the  jjublirn- 
tion,  it  is,  v/ith  many  others,  a  very  stroni;  rcubou  with 
me  to  vote  for  the'adjqtirnment. 

*  Mr.  Adam  observed,  that  in  that  house  there  was  not  aii 
individual  more  sincerely  anxious  to  uphold  its  const  it  u- 
lional  and  recognized  privileges  than  he  was.  Aclunted 
by  a  desire  Xo  support  them,  he  then  ventural  to  tre^pa-s 
n))on  its  atk'ntion.  When,  therefore,  a  .qnesiifm  was 
brought  before  it,  complaining  of  a  violnticm  -of  tlnse 
rffijhts,  he  mus't  esteem  it  as  most  consorumt  uitli.  the  rha- 
r»tter  of  that  housci  to  have  upon  ^\ic\\  an  occnsi4>n,  its 
proceedings  regulated  by  the  principles  oi)urvetl  in  tliosn 
jilnCes  where  justice  was  best  administered.  W'xih  siicli 
frclings,  he  had  to  impress  upon  the  honst*,  tliat^  \\\  all  ju- 
dicial proceedings,  it  was  a  main  ingredient,  not  only  tliat 
the  court  of  juribdiction  should  deliver   its   v^'i'<li^S  but 


that,  in  such  delivery,  it  should  state  sfttisfoclory  feasont 
for  sncli  verdict.  It  was  upt>n  that  principle  Chat  he  fel( 
it  hi^  dniy  to  request  the  house,  not  6n\y^to  dechire  its 
decisfon  npon  the  puUicalton  of  the  han,  baronet,  but  that 
ft  should  also  impress  upon  the  people  of  t^c  country  (he 

J)roprfety  of  th^t  decision.    {Hear  I)  Ifj  order,  ihercfure, 
o  produce  such  inopression^  it  was  not  alone  necessary 
that  the  house  should  decide  justly,  hot  It  was  bound,  ta 
l^ard  to  the  wishes  of  the  country,  fo  declare  that  decision 
In  tlie  roost  satisfactory  and  inteHigible  maiincr.    How 
tlien  could  it  he  expected  that  such  a  consequence  oould 
4)e  obtained  from  the  preci pliancy  with  which  thry  ntfe 
^lled  upon  to  act  that  ni|^ht  ?     the  house  must  be  aware, 
that  the  accusation  brought  a^inst  the  honourable  boror 
net  was  one  not' recently  agitated.     It  was  now  near  thirty 
y(;ars  since  a  member  iiad  been  called  upon  to  answer  iu. 
that  housc-for  misconduct,  entrenciiing  upon  its  privlr 
lesres.    That  wns  the  ca^e  of  Major  Scott,  in  the  year  177d. 
XVhat  course  did  the  house  of  cofnmons  pursue  upon  that 
•occasion  ?    Did  it  hurry  and  almost  compel  members  40 
the  declaration  of  an  opinion,  without  being  able  futty  to 
investigate  the  rtierits  of  the  case?    Th\J  house  mode  up 
\  such  improper  exaction.     It  allowed  an  adjournment  fof 
a  week,  \o  enable  its  members  fully  to  understand  tlu|t 
upon  which  tlipy  were  called  to  decide.     Though  a  prn* 
'  fi*ssional  man,  no(  a  little  versed  itt  professional  fiabits,  he 
(Mr.  Adam)  was  ready  to  confess,  lliaf,  upon  the  resolu* 
tiohs  now  snbmifted  to  them,  he  had  nut  the  opportunity 
•  of  making  up  his  mind.     In  the  case  of  Major  Scott,  to 
whieh*ife  allqded,  ihc  single  act  of  publiciition  cohstiti^Ced 
'the  cKimnalify  ;  yet  time  was  allowecl  for  full  and  matnre 
cortstflet-ation.     How  moch  more  forcibly  wa«  the  ciuini 
tbr  postponemt^nt  now  pressed,  when  the  publicajlion  coRt«» 
plained  of  containoil  long,  prolix,  and  disputed  arguments, 
Cfmnocted  with  references  extracted  from  the  laws  of  tl^e 
land.     The  case  of  AUIprman  Oliver,  in  177 1,  nko  re* 
ceived  the  most  comprehensive  discussiqn,  wtuni  bronght 
before  that  house.     It  was  ycry  probable,  that  ln»  right 
hoiSourable  friend  (Mr,  Perceval),  with  tlic  pro&.i>!iioaal 
acquirements  that   he    possessed,  and  surrounded  as  ho 
wUs  by  so  many  others  qualified  to  arrange  for  him  the 
,'swcessary  information,  wus'then  prepared  to  go  lo  a  deci- 
sion,    out  (ur  dificrent  was  his  cm»e,  detained  by  his'di\- 
i'Hi^  in  that  house  until  three  o'clock  that  moruingj^ii  >VHS 
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iwpwiiUlci  ibat  he^UNiU  l^pplj  himself  In  tfaat  (<iil  tn^res^ 
jli^tLeii  irhicb  swh  a  ^^6  and  serious  clmn^  wtirramcd; 
jle  had)  bowevor,  tvenat  tiiat;lu>iK,  oiideavdtirixl  ^o  «o 
.4}uiri3  ihe  >nee^ifMiry  knowledge^    He  hiul  rcfrn^dtd  tli« 
•pi|H:Q(]ent  of-  Aid^rmiiu  Ccoibyi> «»  Ui  «anie  dcgrreaunlo* 
jfoos«^    But . >hci^  tbe\vanbu8  nrgume^its  inid  refeneiiGe^^ 
tlie  i^eseiftt  pMhlicatu^o  were  takeo  iuto  .view^  Ue^  defied 
^tbie  mpst  asHiiie. lawyer  tQ.encouiiicr  the  discuHt^icin  wiihoot 
)he  deepest  nlkntiori.     For  what  mtok  he  tiiixioas  ?  :  Ontf 
ihat^  as  (bebononfobie  baronet  had  quoted  Lord  Coke  to 
.sii|>|iort  bi$  ioteipretaUon,  so  Ibat  be  (Mr.  Adaia). might 
4ia?e  Ibe pp^poftttnity  of  ako  ciiiu^  Lord  Coke  lo^iipfioii 
bifi  view  of  (be  priviioges  of  pRrluininit ;  that  as  ilfee  juv 
.nmr»ble  baronet  bad  brought  fbrwavd  the  case  of  Aihby 
.nfKl  WhitiQ  lo  corroborate  his  inferences^  be  (&f  r,  Adam) 
.|n^|;Ut  be  .abld  to  commtiBicate  his  interpretsition  upon  it; 
XMe^Kf  hear  />    A's  )»e  had  befove  stated,  it  ivas  abs^uiel^ 
impossible  fiW:  Km\  .thou  to  make;  up  his  mind  upon  tiie 
.aoestioq*    Fr9Di,tbe  m<u;K)cfit  it  wns  first  brought  befcft 
^ihebousoi  uiAtvt  the  )pci:iod  Mrlien  ho  roGe,  he  was  engagoA 
hy  either    public  or  professional  duties*      Until  tbfst 
.^o^clofrk  tl^t)  p^ifOf  oing  in  (Jie  iuxu^e  of  commons,  and  after 
the  ordinary  refre!>hinent  which    nature  reqaitcd,  bess|f 
JflBpf  I  tQ,ust*  rather  a  rvulgar  phrase,  fo  harness  all  day.  U 
YS|s  not^top^ntuch  .to  o^^l  of  those  whose  situation  attbroM 
themtb^  means  of  being  assisted  with  arvaricty  of  oiiinioas^ 
'to  allow  c^liers^  not  thus  pcovided,  at  least  asbprtttme 
tor  ulleriitf  cotistderation.   ( IJear^  hear !)    If  this  fuquest 
'  .waa  denied  him>  he  \voaldbe  tlien  reduced  to  tbecHlemma,. 
'.either  that  lie  must  sirrreuiler  I  he  privileges  of  that  bouse, 
or  agree  in  the  condemnation  of  an  indindual  withouf 
^'cUnga  ponviclioft  of  his  sniU,     In  mnkiir^  Utind  <ib^ 
servatiofis,  he  htill  wished  not  to  be  at  all  thought  as  etu 
tcriiig  into  the  qucsiion,  whelluT  the  pri*N(*iit  publicaiioa 
.wfUl  libellous  or  noir  -  (ijoud cries  of  hear ^  hear  I  foUoiCcd 
.  ift^  toficluiion  of  this  speech, ) 

.  The  Attowej/rgenerfil su[t\)&rhH]  the  arguments  ad vanct'd 
by  bia  right  honourable  friend  (iMi;.  Pi'rceval),  and  con- 
.ti'nded,  that  thrre  could  1^  no  discussion  lu^w  ii|;on4he 
jiji;hi,.tbe  bonsc  having  decided  upon- it  unanimouhiy  in 
tin*,  case  of  Mr.  Jones.  'I'hat  right  bebig  m\m\Vei\f  it 
\>«iK,  in  his  opinion,  absoiiilciy  iuipitvsihle  not  fo  consider 
the  pnbHcntiou  as  a  gross  viobliun  cif  4ts  privileges. 
Mr^Uidh^rH  ezprc^^ed  hiuibclf  Irieudly  to  the  proposi* 


liM  df  arfjourmnenf ,  for  two  reasorfi :  first,  iFiat  the  intfoduo 
tkm  of  this  question  interrupted  a^at  liational  inquiry  into 
fim  Muses  of  oar  military  fiiiltires  in  the  •Scheldt*  S&r 
ec^ndly;  an  he  was  anxious,  that  in  pronouncing  upon. 
«(bat  he  considered  a  violation  of  the  privileges  of  th^ 
l^onse^'fltich  time  should  be  ufibrdcd  fbr  consideration,  as 
would  lead  to  an  umiiumous  verdict.  He,  however,  wished 
that,  in  en<erif:g  the  proposition  of  adjournment  upon  the 
jaurnalil,  that  it  should  be  attributed  to  some  reason,  that 
fthoufld  guard  agnin&t  any  improper  interpretation  of  the 
feeKngs  of  that  house. — (Cries  ofmo'oey  move!) 
.  A  member  challenged  the  right  honourable  gentleVnan 
op\3<Mlle  to  deny  that  Uie  resolutions  last  night  moved 
pgrfufst'Sir  Francis  Burdett  were  not  of  treasury  pianufao* 
ture;  (kedt^j  heart)  he  would  go  farther  and  challenge  the 
right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  to  deny 
if  a  itieeltng  was  not  convened  at  his  fiousc,  to  consideif, 
4isciK8,  and  decide  upon  these  resolutions,  which,  in  the 
liersMi  of  an  independent  county  member,  were  to  be  offered 
to  the  consideration  of  that  bouse.  {Loud  cries  of  movi^ 
fmroet) 

Mr.  Leth bridge,  in  speaking  to  orddr,  asiserted^  that  Iiisi 
^cesohitionsmiginatefl  with  himself. 

.Mr.  Jt*  Dundas  said,  that  much  ns  he  objected  io  fli€ 
adjournment,  he  objected  more  to  the  ameudtnent.  But)  a^ 
jto  the  adjournment,  it  appeared  very  extraordinary  that 
while  scarcely  any  doubt  was  expressed,  that  the  paper 
vuder  discussion  involved  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  t lie 
Laitse,  so  many  gentlemen  desired  time  for  consii<feration. 
As  to  the  assertion,  that  the  resolutions  before  the  bouse 
were  pre|Nircd  at  the  treasury,  he  coiild  rieclarefor  himself 
that  he  knew  nothing  about  them  until  they  were  read  in 
the  house;  nor  did  he  believe  the  assertion  ;  and  he  was 
still  more  warranted  in  his  disbelief  from  Uie  declaratiori 
of  the  honourable  member  himself,  by  whom  these  resolu- 
tions were  brought  forward. 

Mr.  fniberforce  dcclarrd,  that  no  man  was  ra<Vre  firmly 
convinced  than  himself  that  the  privileges  of  that  house 
ought  <o  be  maintained  ;  for  ha  thought  these  privileges  es- 
sentiil  to  the  bcneiit  of  the  people^  But  he  did  not  think 
these  prtvUeges  vcre  to  be  blown  away  with  a  brcaik; 
tlmt  they  conid  not  withstand  an  attiick  withuut  adopt- 
ing sudden  and  precipitate  mcaiLs  of  defence.  -  He  there- 
foie  'sa>v  no  danger  in  acceding  to  the  propobition  of 
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deldjjf  upon  this  occasion,  in*  order  that,  tlw  hoiM 
shonid  have  f be  fullest  opportunity  for  deUl^or^tioii^ 
This  was,  in  fuct^  a  case  in  which  that  opportunity  piig^ 
to  be  afforded,  because  it  was  desirable  tliat  thos^  viha 
corapldcly  and  sifbstnntially  agreed  upon  a  principliay 
should  be  -able  rightly  to  apply  that  principle,  4xi\d  s^tisf 
factorily  to  state  the  grouiKis  of  that  agrcemefitf  Kufb  i^ 
a||atemeiit  was  due  to  the  case,  and  to  the  mi  mis  ot  tlu^  p^On 
pfe.  The  people  ought  to  be  saticified  lliat  the.  priyilego« 
of  that' house  were  only  enjoyed  ^iu\  exercised  for  iheir 
a<h%intage.  Upon  such  a  question,  the  peopk  ought  per 
cuKarly  to  be  co>isulled ;  for  it  w.ns  only  in  couiU*xioii 
\)ith  (he  people,  the  constitulion  of^  that  houbC.  could  b^ 
really  slrong*  For  this  reason,  it  became  the  house  to 
proceed  with  the  utmost  temperance,  herioushess  a;id  ^gra** 
▼ity^  and  therefore  lie  would  vote  for  the  ndjoarninent* 
To  that  vote,  inde(»<K  he  wa§  the  more  delcrnuned,  in  cqb-# 
sequence  of  the  dectarafion  of  sevend  mcmljers  of  bigU 
character,  that  they  felt  themselves  un^ible,  frdm  tk^  piofri 
sure  of  lime,  to  make  up  their  rninds  upon  the  subjpcU 
When  a  gcutlemi^n,  for  instance,  so  distinguished  for  hf^Gfa^ 
knowledge  as  the  learned,  gentleman  on  the  floor  (Mr, 
Adah)),  and  from'  \vhom  (he  hou^e  hiul  heard  to-n^)i( 
such  sound  constitutional  ^loctrine,. expressed  his  inability 
to  determine  upon  (he  meritsof  (he, paper  under  discussioHi 
mit  Itavinsr  ^ad  time  to.  c^)nsider  >4,  it  was  surely  but  pro- 
per  to.  prrant  him  that  time;  but  (hat  grant  was  no^tmly 
proper  wi(h  rej^rinl  to  him,  but  toothers  iu  similar  circum^ 
Mances,  who  C(/iricnrrcd  in  opinion  as  to  (he  privilege^)  of . 
the  house,  while  (hey  required  (ime  (o  .exnutii;e  whether 
the  paper  under  consixleration  involved  a  breach  of  (h<se 
'  privdegcs,  or  was  a  proper  case  <or  the  exercise  of  the 
ptiwer  which  (he  house  possessed  for  the  prcsefva(ion  of 
these  privileijes.  lie  therefore  deprecn ted  any  h:us(y  i^o- 
ce<HHn«r.  Chi  this  occasion  he  w'  uUI,  in  favour  of  (he 
•prlnciph!  of  his  recommeuda(ion,  quote  (he  authority  of 
his  rigiit  h<urturable  friend  now  no  more,  (Mr,  Pitt). 
It  was  iinifi>rmly  the. sentiment  of  (hat  rifH^t  honoura(>)e 
gentleman,  thnt,  on  ailconstitutlonal  questions,  l^e  wished 
to  take  such  giounds  as  shcudd  serve  to  se^jarate  the  reiily 
weIMn(enli.oned  from  thof>e  whoap|>eared  to  be  of' a  am'* 
trary  character.  It  was  reidly  muqh  to  be  desired,  iUul 
the  house  bhould  come  to  a  decLsion  of  this  caise  with  a 
cool  miud,  which  was  more  lively  to  prevail^  by  allowing 
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flife  inletvi*ntff»ii  nfa  few  days.     He  ^vUbi^  flic  faoiisc^to 
corK<iid(>r  f he  piifilicatioti  riitlict  as  iriHttcr  of  htsfory^  fti^A 
to  dcfrrmifK*  upon  it.     Tlirre  were  many  who  iooki-d  to 
ic  ^iih,  ito  floiibf,  si?i  honest  Wiirnitiry  but  that  wa.oiadifipo- 
nitioii  \\\  yiiifed  fojiid|ytiicnt.     Let  the  house  consider  hour 
their  <!oridiict  in  tnts  traiisiiction  should  appear  in  the  png« 
of  history ,'eten  to  themselves,  in  a  year lience,  and  so  con- 
riderin<r,  h«i  was  pei^stiaded  they  M'otrld  caiitlotisly  nvoitl 
pronoiincins:  any  senfenn;  under  the  warmth  c^f  the  itio« 
niehf,,  or  proceinKn^  with  any  precipitancy.     Ifsnch  ti 
proceeding  vwre  taken  In  opposition  to  the  sentiments  of 
those  gentlemen  of  weight  and  conyderation,  who  calleil* 
for  the  adjonniment,  he  felt  that  the  house  would  Ijc  sacri- 
ficing the  substance  to  the  apjxrarance.     While  he  fu?!y 
agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who^  spokd 
last,  as  to  the  necessity  of  upholding  the  privilegv^  of  the' 
house,  he  must  still  support  the  adjonrnment|  as  the  best 
4near)s  of  consulting  the  character  of  these'privilegcs;     In-" 
dee):!,  he  cogld  not  cimceiVc  how  an}'  thing  could  be  ganied 
by  the  advocates  of  tlie  resolutions  from  a  perseverance  fn 
resisting   the  adjournment.      For  even,  though   it  were, 
jiegarived,  it  would   be  impossible   for    the   boase^  at 
that  late  honr  of  the  night,  to^  go  into  the  di^icussion 
of   tho    other    questions,   which    must  necessarily    Oc- 
cupy a  considerable  time.     For  these  reasons  he  recom-' 
mended  if  to  his  right  honourable  friends  on  the*  treasury 
bench  to  proceed  iu  (he  case  with  peculiar  temfxtance  and 
candour^  and  above  all  to  avoid  any  thing  that  should  ex- 
poflc  the  house  to  the  charge  of  lx*tng  ac^]ated  rather  by 
passir^n  tiian  by  judgment.     {A  loydcry  of  hear :) 

Tlir  Miu^ter  of  the  /^n/ts  was  of  bpiijion,  that  whj<tcter . 
decision  the  .house  mi^bt  come  to  upon  the  principle  of 
the  nuifinn  immediately  under  consideration,  it  was  obvi<« 
fu].*^)y  rii^ht  that  the  other  question  should  not  even  np|)enr 
lo  lie  determined   prematurely.     Whatever  opinion  the 
house  might  express  u{)on  thi^  question,  it  was  extremrly 
<k*surabie  that  it  shotdd  go  forfh  accompaiii?'d  by  the  Oil*; 
lest  grounds  urjustificatloii.     Nothing  i-qiiivocal  or  hasty'' 
^holdd  appear  in  siich  a  (ninsaclion.    Let  it  t>e  recolh-ctrd. 
that  the  judgment  of  the,  house  uas  liable  to  be  impcitched^* 
njid  he  should  be  sorry  to  ^vitne^s  anv  proceeding  that. 
sitould  seem   to  sustain  such   impeaclrment.     Theielbrc*' 
he  deprecated  precipitancy,  and  more  particularly. as^so 
itiany  respectable   jjer^oiis  wrre  h^rd  to  slate  (hat  xi^y^ 
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iM^.un&ignedly  unprepared  io  pronoance  any  deci^ioR 
il|»oo  tbe  8ujbject.    JHU  declared,  Ibat  bad  he  been  a»vare 
last  oi|;ht  that  the  debat^.iipon  the  business  wa$  likelj  to 
e]^(*;id  to  si^ch  a  lengthy  lie  would  not  have  voted  for  the 
•i^rt  adjournmeni.     There  was  nd  reason  to  doubt  (hat 
several  genAemeii  niight  have  been  uoaVIe  from  their  va-.. 
nous,  avocations,  as  yet,  to  examine  thli  paper,  and  to  d^* ' 
Qide  uppn  its  cht^rapter..    The  bonourablc  gentleman  who  ^ 
spoke  Ja&t)  hfkii  put  tlje  question  under  discission  upon 
the  fair<?al^rounas*    Gentlerpen  might  be  fully,  agreeu  in  - 
their  opinion  as  to  the  priVilfcr^s  of  (hat  house,  aiid.yct 
unable  to  determine  whether  ttiis  paper  involved  a  breach 
of  those  privileges,^    Time  for  consideiBtlon  ought  there* 
fore  .to  be  granted.     He  had  read  ttie  paper  this  davj  arid  . 
he,w^$oropinion,that  it  was  a  cle^rlioet  upon  that  h^ijse* 
l$auy  who  required  time  for  consideration,  would,  he  had 
no  doubt,  entertain  the  same  opinion  j  if  that  opportunity 
weie  afford^.     After  this  piotioa  should  be  dispqsed  Ofy 
it  would  be  remembered  that  another  question  would  arise 
for  discussion,  into  wbiph  the. house  cc^uld  ndt.at  that  * 
hqut  be-in  a  si^to  to  eqter.     He  there£>re,  without  wishing 

-  to  inSuqnoc auy  otjb^r  Qiersou,  wopid  vote fdr  theadjouru-; 
ment,  By  ih^t  course,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  end 
ia  view. would  be  attained  with  more  satisfaction  to  the 
Jiou6(^  and  I  be  public*  .  Whatever  the  bouse  felt  in  thi.^ 
cii^,  .gefiljiemen  must  be  aware  that  ikey  were  acting  as 
judges  in  their  own  causp.  (//ear,  hear!  on  ih^  opposUiqti 
fieacl^s^i      If  he  were  to  fmme  a  constitution  auew^  he 

"  was  satii>fiod  tlmi  he  should  feel  it  necessary  to  invest  the 
house  with  the  privileges  it  now  possessed*  Of  course  he 
was. an  a<lvocate  for  those  privileges^  Uu,t  still  it  must  be 
\ipTM  in  mind,  that  the  house,  in  asserting  such  privil^gcs^ 
were  judges  in  their  own  cans?,  and  therefore  he  always 
thought  that,  although  those  privileges  were  never  to  be 
formally  relinqnibhed,  they  were  jet  io  he  very  discreoHy 
ejf^rciscd.  (Jleaf^  hear!  on  the  opposition  benches  )  This 
ca«e,  however,  was  forant  upon  the  hquse.  lie  woflUI  have 
been  gUid  not  to  have  heard  any  thiug  ab(uit  it.  But  it 
was  now  impossible  to  give  it  the  go-by.  He  wiis  $ofry, 
because  he  never  knew  of  any  good  to  arise  out  of  such 
Qnitebts  that  couhP  counterbalance  the  disadvantages. 
But  tjbe  house  was  brought  to  the  alter  native,  either  1h.it 
it  must  give  up  its  (privileges,  and  perhaps  Incur  theim*' 
nutdtion  of  timidily,  or  assert  those  priviioires  wl  h  mtiu-' 

•rot.  IL~I*lu.  ^  ^^     Ff         '      "*       :       - 
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lini*^^.  He  would  bnvc  beenrbappyi  lid  repealei),  if  means 
conk)  be  devised  of  getting  out  of  such  a  conlesL  Bvt 
4liiit  was  now  imprac(icnl)lc,  and,  in  order  to  brin<r  <o  the 
ficci.sioii  a.s  much  weight  and  authority  as  possible,  he 
wi>nUl  sup])ort  the  propo«$i(ioF^  for  delay  for  the  purpose 
of  deliberalion,  requ'-red  by  tliusc  to  whom  so  much  \i^ight 
and  nidhorify  l)elofi^ed. 

Mr.  /V/rrtWsaid,  he  would  confess  fairly,  that,  after 
what  lie  had  licard,  ]}articurlar}y  from  his  learned  friend 
who  bad  just  sal  dowu,  it  would  appear  obstinate  and  perti* 
imcioiis  in  him  (o  press  an  opinion,  to  which,  however, 
he  std)  unfor(nnntely  adhered,  and  refuse  to  accede  <o  the 
repente^l  calls  which  were  made  for  a  further  adjournment 
0f  this  question.  {Jlrar^  hear^  hear!)  At  the  sometime, 
.  he  lx*/ri?ed  leave  distinctly  to  state,  that  upon  examining 
his  mind,  the  last  motive  which  could  induce  him  to 
yield  wr>s  any  thing  like  timidity  or  fear.  He  believed, 
indeed,  that  that  was  the  last  ground  upon  which  the 
boiise  would  yield  in  snch  a  case.  The  house,  be  was 
persuadefl,  must  be  alive  to  the  necesstty  which  called  for 
its  intei'position  on  this  occasion,  and  that  if  it  declined 
ta  assert  its  privileges,  the  most  seribus  consequences  were 
too  likely  to  follow.  In  agreeing  to  adjournment,  he*pro« 
tested  against  the  ground  laid  for  that  proceeding  in  this 
amendriient,  nor  could  his  objection  be  over-rulea  by  the 
assertion  that  the  other  question  alluded  to  in  that  aniend« 
ment  was  of  more  importance  than  that  under  dttcussion, 
and  that  therefore  it  was  entitled  to  the  precedency.  He 
wislied  it  to  be  understood,  that  his  only  reason  for  assent* 
ing  to  the  adjournment  was,  that  del'4y  was  required. 
One  word  as  to  the  cheers  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
ride.  Those  gentlemen  professed  a  wish  of  unanirofty, 
and  yef,  when  that  disposition  api^etired,  they  exulted  in 
it  as  a  species  of  triumph.  Willi  this  short  remark  ke 
would  lejive  those  o^entlemen  to  enjoy  their  triumphs 

j1/?**  Ponsovhy  aR>ertcd,  that  the  right  honourable  genJ 
tlemtm  was-  not  justified  in  the  language  which  he  hml 
thoni^ht  proper  loa/j^ply  to  his  side  of  the  house.  It  would 
be  rcmemlx'red,  ibnt  he  had  ycfsterday  distinctly  main- 
tained that  time  for  deliberation  ought  to  be  afforded 
upon  the  very  gronufls  precisely  which  the  learneci  gen- 
tleman on  the  o(Ikt  side  liad  urged  in  the  course  of  this 
night's  discussion.  It  did  not  therefore  become  the  right 
honourable^  gentlemen  to  impugn  the  conduct  of  the  gca- 
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flrmen  on  bi«  side  of  the  lioiise.  ♦*•  But  as  io  the  rlg^ht 
'honourable  geiitlemairs  cillwsioft*  to  oiir  triumph,'*  aaid 
Mr.  Porisonby,  *♦  he  really  rates  himf?elf  too  his^h  and  w^ 
too  low,  If  he  supposes  that  tlicre  is  any  tiling  in  liis 
conduct  or  charakster  which'  should  make  us  feel  elated  by 
any  triumph  over  him."  ■   \ 

The  amendment  wa.*^  withdrawn, 
'  JIfr,  Blackford  deprecafed  the  use  of  invective,  and  he 
was  supported  by  the  honourjrlile-  D.  Broiwiie.  Upon 
the  quebti^n  beinif  put  for  adjourninsf  the  debate  to  1ho 
next  dayse^nni^ht  some  noes  were  heard,  hut  the  Speaker 
declared  that  the  ayes  had  it.  Mr*  Lefijbndirc  declared 
the  contrary,  and  a  division  was  cnllcd  for  accordlnsrTy. 
Before,  however,  the  whole  of  the  stransrers  bad  withv 
drawn  from  the  gallery,  Mr,  Lethbridij^c  was  indiiccd  to 
acquiesce.— Adjourned . 


HOUSEO  F    LORDS- 

CORaESPONDENCG  RlvSPKCTING  SPAIV. 

1  » 

'  Lord  OrenvilU  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
correspondence  which  had  been  delivered  respecting 
Spain,  in  laying  which  before  the  housi;  in  the  state  in 
which  it  was,  his  majesty's  ministers  had  displayed  an- 
other signal  instatice  of  incapacity.  It  was  at  all  times 
the  duty  of  ministers  to  take  care,  in  publishing  diplo* 
matic  correspondence,  that  the  character  of  the  king's 
ministers  abroad  shoidd  not  be  compromised  ;  it  was  more 
particularly  their  duty  tp  take  care  that  the  safet/and  lives 
of  their  agents  were  not  compromised.  He  grieved  to  say, 
that  tijicre  was  matter  in  the  correspnndence  he  \\v\i\  in  his 
hand  which  ought  not  Io  have  been  made  public.  He 
declined  entering  into  details  in  the  al>ficnce  of  the  noble 
lord  (the  Marquis  Welh&lev)  to  whote  depart nicnt  if) is 
subject  particularly,  Uiongh  uot  exclusively,  belongnl  ; 
but  hefelt  it  his  dufy  to  give  notice  of  a  motioti  for  the 
next  day,  the  precise  nature  Of  which  he  could  not  now 
state.  His  hirdship  moved  that  the  lords  be  suuunoned 
for  the  next  day,  and  wished  to  know  if  any  more  of  the 
correspondence  remained  to  be  delivprcd  ? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpo»>l  snid,  that  a  part  of  the  corre* 
spondencie  had  not  yet  been  d,elivered. 
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Lord  GcetiTtHe  then  gagKested  that  Hie  nmaifider  «1k>nlclr 
not  be  deliyeredy  nor  ony  further  copies  of  that  which  bad 
bc^n  already  partly  deiivered^tiiUU  after  the  diietifaion  o£ 
the  ne;ct  day. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  agreed,  th^  there  should  be  aa 
understanding  to  tlvis  effoct.<^AJjoorned« 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS, 

TBURSDAir^  MAECH  99» 
THE  UOSrOURABLE  IKAR^ICK  LAKE, 

Sir  Franois  Burdett^ave  notice^  that  he  would,  on  Tuekf 
daynext,  submit  to  the  house  a  motion  respecting  the  bo? 
nooKable  Warwick  Lak6« 

PRIVATELY  STEALiyn  BILLS. 

Sir  Samuel  Rpmiily  moved|  that  on  Weclnesday  next, 
the  house  go  intaa  committee  on  the  privately  stealing  ii^ 
shops  bill — the  privately  ^tfaling  in  dwelling  housed 
4mU,  and  thp  privately  stealing  in  navigable  riV^^s  %nd 
canals  bill. 

SCHELDT  PAPERS' 

.  Ijord  Casthreaf^h  roseate  move  fur  a  par^***  ^  ^"^^  P**Q^ 
.^]iction  of  which  he  understood  there  would  be  no  objoo- 
tigri— jt  was  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Sir  William 
JErstine  to  General  Brownrigg ;  from  this  letter  he  reafl/ 
jx\\  extract  relative  td  the  nature  of  the  information  receive^ 
^y  Sic  William  ^rskine,   and^  according  to  which,  that 
piliccr  had  made  the  report  he  had  ;   the  noble  lord  then 
^npvedy  that  there  be  |aid  before  (his  house  a  copy  of  the. 
)ctlcr  ft'ora  Sir  William  Ers^ine  to  the^  quarter-master*?, 
general,  containing  his  report  of  the  10th  of  August. 
•     Mr.  Calcraft  coramentca  upon  t{]e  apparent  inconsisCT 
jenpy  betwei^  the  return  made  of  the  enemy's  force  in  tlie 
>icinily  of  Antwerp^  in  the  statement  to  the  general  office's 
at  Hatz,  and  that  part  of  the  evidence  of  Genernl  Brown* 
,rigg9  that  went  to  a  pon^idpriible  ^reduction  of  those  nu^- 
pors. 

;     IVIr.  Calcraft,  in  cxplanjttion,  dcnfrd  tha^  he  meant  the 

slightest   pefsenaf  reflection   upon  General  Bro\* wric^, 

whom  he  knew  to  be  a  gijntlcman  qf  great  worth,    lie 

^had  oqiy  exercised  tl^e  right  qf.^  mpmbcr  qf  parllamcikty 
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liifraAjrconinefilii^Qpoii^an/pait  of  Ike  evidence  Ware- 
*  TbeiAOtiprt  wa5  tfaen/agyeed  to.    • 

Afl^OrRN^P  DEAfTJS  DPOflf  THE   SCHELDT    EXPEpiTi^w/ 

General  IVrr/don:  saiil,  that  it  had  been  iiw  infcaliotft 
upon  a  former  night  to  have  spoken  inimediatcly  alW  an 
honourable  officer  (Genera)  Craufurd),,  but  he  was  now 
consoled  in  not  havin<^  done  so,  by  no  longer  del«i yiHg  tiie 
house  at  that  late  hoirr;  he  ytm  now  gkd  he  had  not 
prevented  them  from  going  to  bed  as  enrty  as  tliey  did,  to 
dream  of  ^Vhair  bi'eadth  \cape$  in  the  imminent  deadl/. 
breach,*^  of  the  massacres^  and  all  the  attendant  evik  of 
vrar,  that  roivst-have  rested  on  their  memory  after  Jtoariaif 
the  speech  of  the  gallant  general,  and  upo»  which,  aflm 
they  had  gone  to  sleep,  their  imaginations  must  have 
been  so  busy  in  their  dreams— ^i he  gallant  officer  began 
tipoh  a  number  ot*  poinfs,  from  which  it  was  impotttble 
t6  dissent,  lie  had  spok<^n  of  the  fallibility  of  man— * 
fnan  was  no  doubt  fallible,  and  ministers  were  as  falltbid 
as  any  6f  the  specie^,  never  did  any  body  of  m^nprof^ 
themselves  more  fallible  than  the  present  ministcr«. .  Tho 
honourable  officer  Iwd  condemned  uMy  effort  at  that  timo 
hy  '^fsy  of  diversion  jut  favour  of  Austria,  fic  a^eedi 
isithJiim*  He  had  aUo  said  that  that,  contest  was  a  con* 
t^t  between  Austria nud  France*;  if  so,  was  it  difficult  to 
foresee  what  must  have  bcai  the  result  of  such  a  couleat2; 
The  galhuit  officer  hsid  then  taken  a  view  of  the  natore 
9nd  result  of  a  diversion  in  Italy  in  1^0S•  If  uiiui^tcri 
f^Uy  knew  what  was  at  that  time  passing  between  Austria 
Otid  France,  as  they  iiai*c  since  prctondqd  (o  luxv^  kn^wn^ 
that  was  certainly  an  oppurtimiiy  tkat  might  have  ad* 
mitted  of  a  favourable  diversion  in. the  quarter  of  Italy 
auid  Sioily.  Lost  year,  however.,  th(!  Iionfiui'abic  <;enti^ 
man  contended  it  was  too. late  io  attempt.any  such  diver* 
ftioit.  No!  with  him  it  was  tlie$ciieUlt,.and4»othing  but 
the  Scheldl*-— he.  had.  spoken. of  in /asjun,  and  hud  ad« 
initled  hi»  apprehensions  of  it^  If  the  ministers  had  rea- 
fMin  toMieveat  that  time,  that  it  was  the  intentbn  of 
l()e.  riieaiylq.takf  the  airlicst  opportunity  ot  inva^yori, 
.wky»  h^  ^ked,  djd  lie  ^end  the,nuwrr  q£  the  army  m 
£xigliind.to  iw^stc  iiway.  in  the  most  unlji^ppy  marsh  in  tho, 
known  liabilablc  globe  ?  He  for  his  pari  was .  firmjy  coii«. 
vinccd,  that  this  country  had  jusl  reasons  to  approbeitcl  in- 
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Tasion  bj  the  greatest  warrior  of  these  or  ai^  other  timea* 
It  was  worthy  of  observation,  bow  systematically  that  great 
V  nan  bad  persevered  in  the  proeeculion  of  this  bisfavQurito 
object.  He  came  down  himself  to  Boulogne,  and  the  for* 
saidable  interposition  of  Austria  was  necessary  to  draw  him 
/rom  the  prosecution  of  hie  favourite  object — the  pursuit  pf 
that  object  was  (be  ruling  passion  of  that  extraordinary 
man;  and  it  behoved  the  house  to  remember,  that  though 
there  were  three  punic  wars,the  third  was  finally  succcssfuK 
The  gallant  officer  had  said,  that  the  expedition  in  ques^ 
jtion  had  operated  as  a  diversion.  He  denied  that  it  had 
ever  operated  as  such.  It  had  been  commenced  upon  the 
eve  of  a  negotiation  between  France  and  Austria,  and  it 

V  was  now  notorious  what  was  the  general  result  of  a  negov 
tiation  of  peace  between  the  ruler  of  France,  and  any 
other  power.  Look  to  the  peace  that  followed  the  battle 
of  Mareago ;  look  to  the  peace  of  Niemen.  With  respect  to 
the  opinion  given  by  the  general  officers,  great  as  was  his 
respect  for  those  gentlemen,  he  really  thought  that  (pinion 
liaa  Seen  given  with  extreme  incautiou.  A  plan  had  been 
projected  without  providing  for  any  of  those  casualties  ihat 
might  and  ought  to  have  been  foreseen.  They  never  heard 
of  ^  comedy  or  farce,  that  had  not  in  it  some  attiempt  at 
incideut ;  plot  and  incident  were  the  predominant  features 
of  a  good  comedy,  but  the  plan  of  tliis  expedition  was 
without  pl<|t,  and  utterly  destitute  of  interest.  ,  But  these 

\  general  officers  did  not  appear  to  have  been  fairly  dealt 
with ;  they  were  not  furnislivd  with  the,  whole  stale  of  the 
case,  and  of  course  their  judgments  could  be  but  partial  f 
this  was. wrong,  even  in  matters  of  private  life,  wliere  any 

Serson  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  fina  himself  involved  in  a 
uel;  in  committing  his  cause,  with  his  honour,  to  a 
friend,  he  gave  him  the  whole  case,  and  frankly  furnished 
him  with  a  full  statement  of  all  the  particulars,  liowever 
they  made  against  him.  But  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh) 
did  not  appear  to  have  paid  much  deference  to  the  opif 
nions  of  those  officers.  It  was  nut  much  to  be  wondered 
8tf  when  that  opinion  hixd  be^n  hazarded  casually  by  mei^ 
who  had  been  furnished  with  no  data.  The  gallant  officer' 
(General  Craufurd)  had  been  rather  severe  upon  a  gallant 
friend  of  his.  Sir  William  Erskinc,  an  otficcr  who,  while 
be  was  giving. his  evidence  ut  the  bar,  gave  it  in  sucli  a 
manner,  as  if  thegeniiis  and  spirit  of  the  &ther.had  been 
in  that  moment  suddenly  transmitt(;d  to  the  son.  Tlic  gat« 
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lant  officer  opposite  had  spok^h  of  the  easy  redaction  oT 
Lillo,  in  1746.  Lillo  was  carried  then  afkr  four  days 
siegei  by  open  touches  ;  but  it  ^ras  at  that  time  attacked 
by  a  commanding  army;  but  had  it  been  now  attacked^ 
succours  might  cosily  have  been  poured  in  by  the  enemy-. 
The. citadel  of  Antwerp  had  fallen,  but  it  was  after  it  bad 
been  regularly  attacked.  The  gallant  geneml  then  ad» 
verted  to  that  part  of  iheetldence  of  General  Brownrigg^ 
in  which  he  speaks  of  the  passage  o(  the  English  army 
from  the  shores  of  £ngland  to  Santvliet,  and  their  thenco 

Erocecding  from  Santvlietto  Antwerp,  part  of  the  town 
aving  been  got  pos»ession  of.  In  this  part  of  the  plan, 
the  gallant  general  does  not  say  how  that  part  of  thetowa 
was  to  be  got  possession  of.  It  stated  further,  that  on  the 
17th  they  were  to  retreat ;  how  was  that  retreat  to  be  se«- 
cured?  This  was  the  visionary  scheme  that  bnoj^l  np 
kis  majesty's  ministers  in  their  hopes.  This  was  their  reni, 
Tfdir,  ;»ci  scheme,  upon  which  they  sent  forth  their  im- 

Sracticable  expedition  against  the  enemy^s  0eet  in  the 
cheldt.    (ffcarn 

The  Enijlish  array  arrived  off  Walcheren  on  the  2dth  of 
July.  Tlie  tint  parallel,  the  very  first  parallel,  was  not 
thrown  up  till  the7th  of  August,  nine  daysafter  the  Idad* 
ing,  though  the  distance  Of  Flushing  from  the  place  of 
landing  (lid  not  amount  to  10  miles ;  and  the  distance  of 
Santvliet  to  Antwerp  was  double  that,  amoonHng  (o.about 
19  miles.  In  19  days  the  army  were  in  possession  of  Flush* 
ing,  and  this  with  an  army  of  40,000  men,  and  a  naval 
co-operative  force  of  35,000  sailors ;  only  theU  compare 
what  this  mighty  armament  did,  wiih  what  was  intended 
.  to  be  done.  \Vi\U  regard  io  the  capture  of  Walcherenj 
notliing  was  of  siich  importance  as  time,  and  vet  never 
had  a  service  Ixjcn  conducted  more' clumsily  or  stewly 
than  that  (if  the  capture  of  that  island  ;  the  garrison  of 
Flushing  h;td  nt  first  amounted  to  3500  nien  ;  if  on  the 
moment  of  our  landing  we  had  advanced  immediately, 
even  in  the  face  uf  one  column  of  6000  men,  we  might 
have  hail  to  figfit  with  the  garrison  outside  the  walls,  and 
thecousequence  of  that  acTion  might  have  been,  that  our 
troofis  in  the  pursuit  of  tl^e  enemy,  whom  there  could  bo 
little  doubt  thvy  would  have  conquered,  might  have  en«' 
tered  after  them  into  the  town  before  tliey  could  have 
closed  flieir  gates  :  or,  even  that  body  of  our  army  might, 
by  tlicir  dispatch^    have  prevented  the  power  of  inun* 
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dating  the  adjacent  country.     The  gallant  officer  t^hen^ 
,  moopciled  to  commcilt  opon  iht  eridcocc  of  General's' 
JBrownrh^g',  Mncleod,  and  Soniag.    General  Brownrig|r 
had  been  at  Antwerp   16  jears  back.     He  remembered^ 
h:tnmr  sreit  the  ditch,  and  he  did  not  aTlow  that  it  could 
hi  Bliefl  MTith  water;  he  knew  nothing  of  what  military. 
RMn  would  not  in  genera)  have  oyerlotnced,'  the  height  of 
the  rampart,  and  the  length  of  the  ditch  ;  but  bethought 
It  might  be  easily  Ixnnbarded.     ft  wa5t^  however^  wortfiy 
of  remark,  that  if  reinforcements  had  been  tbroWn  in  so 
easily  into  Flashing,  they  mi/effit  more  easily  have  been 
snpplied  io  Antwerp.     As  for  the  evidence  of  Geoerat 
Macteod,  be  had  admitted  that  he  had  never  been  at  Ant* 
WfTp;   he,  however,   thought  it  might  be.  bomY>arded. 
He  coald  have  reminded  that  officer  of  the  inefficacy  of 
iKnnbardnicnt  in  the  case  of  York  Town,  held  by  Lord 
Cornwailis  against  the  French  ;  the  French  threw  6500 
shells  into  the  town  without  making  any  impression  upon 
it,  and  it  afterwards  surrendeVed  on  account  of  the  defi- 
ciency of  outworks.     It  appeared  a  Win  evidence,  that  it 
VKOuld  take  from  SO  to  40,000  men  to  invest  Antwerp^ 
General  Sontag  was  then  brought  forward  to  prove  that 
every  thing  must  fall  before  a  vigorous  attack.    Why  it 
must  be  acknowledged  that  a  vigorous  attack  was  a  most 
comprriietisive  term  ;  it  included  every  thing  that  ought 
to  have  been  done,  and  was  not— escalade,  conp  domain, 
ftc.    So  that  (his  evidence  amounted  to  little  more  than  • 
the  affirmation  of  a  truism,  assented  to  by  both  sides,  but 
proving  nothing  upon  either.     Agaip^  Colonel  Morsheim 
assert<*d  in  his  evidence,  that  the  expedition  operated  as  a 
formidable  diversion  in  favour  of  Austria  ;  but  when  asked 
to  explain   how  it  could  have  oi)erated  as  such— ^vlien* 
fthkcd  as  to  the  da(^s  of  the  different  events  of  the  expe- 
dition and  th(  sc  of*  the  campaign  between  Austria  and 
,  FKinre,  he  was  totally  ignorant  respecting  them.     He  ri* 
clicnKl  the  manner  in  which  the  noble  lord  had   cited 
former  failures  to  justify  his  own,;  hs  if  the  fuflures  of 
Rf)chfort,of  the  Durdnnelies,  of  Buenos  Avrcs,  could  justify  ^ 
the  unexufupied  dLsgnices  of  the  Walciieren  expedition. 
{H  ear  y  hear  I)    The  fioble  lord  had  fried  the  winds,  and 
h«  had  recourse  to  the  wnvrs  ;  but  he  must  travel  fiirrlunr  * 
thari  witid^  or  waves  could  transport  bini,  l>eforc  he  coulH 
find  a  parallel  for  his  onparnlleled  cZ(>edition.  ^Ifear!)  " 
The  hoDoorablc  gcutleman  next  adverted  to  tlie  article  of 
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rjtpcnse— (he  expense  had  beca  rafe,(l  at  800,000/,  4Uat 
rqari.must  be  bli;ivl.And  dulja^ni^lio  couUl^^retHie  Icait^ro^, 
dil  ii>^  innccui-a(c  a  stalemcnU     Here  (be^alUnt^g^ernl 
recopitulafeij  the  beads  oi*  extraordinnrv  expeodilun^  itv-.. 
curred/by  ibc  expedition,  n"d  conteiided,-that  the,$,uni|y 
total  was  nearer. thrpe  raiUiojis  than  800,000/*  ,  The  9d(jij^. 
tiQiial  lransport$--T?3.  tr^uspj[?rte .  for  cphveying,  tbft  .oral.; 
rirjuce  jiforcji*  to  .  vVatcheren^  and.  ihe^.-ofdni'iiice:,  *wiiUJij; 
treated  for  ever^  fhlnf^in  tlj^e  mos4  c^peii^lve-vaj,  fq»fi4t 
its  own  trahsports-r(iVb,  no!  fromikj^  mmisi€rs)^ik^l 
did  so  formerly  J  however*  and  if  the,  practice  was  now 
discduCinuedy^  he  was  gUifl  oFit — ^iif  he  was  wrdn^  he  jj^ivCf 
wajf — rhe  would  be  (be  liist  man  to  Impose  upon  Uie  hQuse, 
ai^  ihln|f  tlia(  was  the  ^l)adc  of  what  was  not  (hetru'b* 
Another  ktem  of  exptjise  was  that  of  bhipsof  war  placed  ia« 
commission  ;  it  was  notorious  that  a  number  of  tho^ship^ 
had  l>een  piitJnf.o  cnminission. '  Another  cause  pf  expense; 
was  the  making  ships  of  war  fit  for  the  conveyance  of  ca-v 
va|r^',  taki;^g  out  thek  lower  gUiis,  &c. ;  the  hospital' 
sfims,  iho  prpvisbhs  for  the  commissariat  department^  the, 
ojfaMariqe.^tor^,  .the  oje^li^jal  deparlinent,  were  items  wliich 
must  l^fi^ebceii  respectively  produc,tivc  of  gr^ataddttioiiaL 
exp(U)SQ#    Aru){ber  item  was  that  of  secret  service  money*. 
T^iough  this  was  a  5ort  of  service  that  required  great  prc» 
ctjioiif^yei  jt.  app.oarcd  that  la  many  Instances. there  were 
lU)  48^f^j.n  tb^  mffcrent  estimates  of  tlic  appliqation  of  this    ^ 
.  m^nfy,,  '  An^nh^r  great  source  of  ej^pense  tVas  the  Ipss  of. 

•  men  by  disease ;  of  those  the  nuinbers  amounted  to  not. 
1^  thi^iJ  7000  vffvtu     The  expense  attending  the  sickness*/ 
and  death  of  each  man  might  be  computed  at  not  less  than  . 
40/,'*  1  hen  there  was  to  be  added  to  this  the  expense  pf 
recruiting  for  tlnvdi (Tenant  regiments  to  supply  their  place* 
Anotli\?r  itc^in,  and  a  mo>t  lidiculons  one,  was,  that, of  the 

.  brickaand  oUier  materials  for  buihiing.     The  ilolilla  was 
another  it<-m«  and  no  inconsiderable  addition  to  the  rest. . 
lo  /act,  to  calcidatt'  it  at  three  millions  was  not  to  over-  .. 
rate  the  ivhote  additioual  expenbes.     And  tlussum  of  mo- 
ney, with  7000   men, 'was  ilie  price  of  ojiir  iinayaiiing 
e6br(s  ill  ca pry  iivg  into  effect  on  impracticable  expedition* 
ICe  would  noi  jiow'^o  iiU^idelail  upon  the  medical  depart*. 
HMjiVt.    He  bud  offered^  as  snnUnarily.as  he  possibly  could 
'    dO)  ..his  ixank  ooiuions   u^un  that  expedition.     In  , the 
nv^ilp  course'  of  ihc  vacillatiug  de!»igns,  and  the  impotent' 
Cl^ecutiOM  of  the  late  uad  present  nunisters^'this  expedition 
'Vol.  11.— 1810-  Gg 
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inras  llt^  mpst  characteric  feature  of  both.  It  Imd  tfDimiitt 
accounts  ttie  [x*st  prt*tcii»iops  to  occapj  tbe  *'  I^ao  effti- 
ilence*'  of  f  Iicir  dls^^niai.  It  pmvcfl  them  equall/  negli- 
fjrrnt  ami  jnrfYicieiiL  Tbeir  i^orance  bad  hurried  tlion- 
aands  of  ilirir  cx>tiHfr^nicii  to  an  untimcljr  grave ;  aiid  after 
they  had  %cvu  ilie  ruinous  coosequirnqesorthcur  (mvd  follj,, 
Ihry  (lisdntiiocl  thnt  evoa  experience  should  inake.thcnt 

Vu»e,  'I^tO'  ^'^'^^*  ^^^  ^^^^  cul[iabla  in  seiiding  o«t  that 
ex|)eilttuin,  than  ihcy  wm*  in  xetaiAtne  An  idle  conquest^ 
at  the  (rj^pcTiiikC  of  (lie  best  blood,  and  cuaractery  and  tiea» 
fcure  of  t fir  nation. 

(7W/rra/Oa///^>(i  ex  plained,  that  he  had  not  said  that, 
fhc  militriry  oflic«Ts  were  not  in  possession  oFthe  iiijEfirma* 
tion  on  tlie  Fubjeot,  which  govcrnmont  enjojed  at  the 
time  of  giving  (heir  opinioiis.  He  only  slated,  that  jjto- 
venimeitf  had  8Ul)S('qnciiily  received  information  whi^b 
determined  them  to  a  nunusure  which  they  had  previously 
inclined  (o,  but  one  upon  >vhich  their  ruiiidi^\lere  ac^ 
fully  made  np.  ' 

uen'Tal  Turleton  and  General  Ciuufurd.mutiiaUj  ^xr 
pTained. 

3/r.  tiose  did  not  mean  to  follow  ^e  honourable  general 
through  his  inilitnry  stntemeats,  jle^uld  iiot  but.re^ 
mark,  however,  that  the  honourable  g^hc^  ivupht  iutvi . 
spared  himself  the  whole  of  that  part  of  his  lip^eobt  wbieh 
went  to  condemn  tlie  conduct  of  the  military  operational 
if  be  had  reflected  that  the  resolutions  whioh  he  meant  to 
sup|)ort  contahied  ofie  expressing  entire  approbation  of 
the  naval  and  military  commanders. .  The  honourable  ga« 
neral  had  expressed  unqualified  censure  of  the  policy  of 
the  e>^pedrtion,  and  asserted^  that  adivcrhion  should  have 
lyern  made  in  favour  of  Germany  in  s^ome  other  quarter. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  argue  the  military  part  of  the 
question  with  the  honourable  general,  but  mU^t  cojitend, 
that  the  expedition  had  actually  proved  an  important  dt« 
version  in  tavoiir  of  Austria,  and  culled  ofl*  from  the  Da* 
iiube  a  ronsidera1)1e  force,  which  would  otherwise  have 
liecn  sent  to  reinforce  the  French  army  in  that  qutirter. 
f lonerii)  fTraiien,  with  C  or  T^OJO  men,  was  drawn  towards 
the  Rhine,  The  gnrritions  o/^^Stettin,  Cnstrin,  and  Glogau, 
had  been  ordere<l  lo  move  in  the  same  direction^  )ylutber 
lilvothe  \\^esphalian  army  was  directed.  By  the. expe- 
dition, thehtore,  a  force,  that  w'ouldbc  avnilable  in  sup* 
port  of  the  enemy  on  the.PauubC|  bad  beep  •  compelled  U> 
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m<Mre  m  an  opposite  direction;  and  fhis  lir  $l)ot|1(1  cou* 
tend  was  a  tnofit  setisonirhle  noiI  im))of(«ij|t  cfiversiorip    \H 
^8$  not  just  to  mnike  ti  a  subject  of  acpiisatfon  a^nint^t  thi» 
gorermnent  tfiJit  it  had  directed  the  force  eiiiployt^  jri 
Sic  ^jqpHiliwi  to  an  object  punAy  Hrltlsh;    He  \Yon|(l 
mlmit,  that  it  ivotild  b^'uiucl)  lieller  if  we  could  qi^mbine 
|h«  promotion  of  the  fntt^rests  of  our  hllScK  witU  our  pwo 
'idijeets  %  but  if  h  had  1)eeii  possible  to  rriniii.  if,  li^  shoqlil 
eoiitend  that  the acqhfsi(if>n  of  FUisbintr  alone  m'ouIU  h\Y,Q 
been  a  sufficient  equivalent  for  the  e^pens«^s  of  the  expo* 
dittou.     This  was  an  assertion  which  he  did  notpresiinK? 
to  make  on  his  ohkh  opinion  :  it  was  founded  on'the  authoi* 
tityof  bne  of  the  ij fwilest  conimjiuders  this  or.  a  ly  odier 
cimiltrj  had  ever  produced,*  the la(e  Lord  Nelson,  witji 
wbom  he  had  had  the  happiness  to  live  in  habits  of  this 
^Idbeait  intimacyT    At  the  time  when  it  was  an  object'irilh 
the  couiitr/'  to  -d^hlmy  the  ^un-boats>ivt  Boulogne,  and 
Lord  Ndson*  was  appointed  to  that  service,  he  deciarcxl 
himself,    with   the  pliant  spirit  which  every  occasion 
Wdveil  liiffilo  pos^ss,  ready  to  undertake  it ;  but  did  not 
hesitate  to  say,  that  there  were  other  otijecls  to  which  he 
■WtiuW  hdf^  directiHl  his  force  more  willingly.     In  his  cor^ 
fettpbndence  \n  tWl  with  Loni  St.  Vincent,  then  at  the 
hmrf  of  t6e  admifaify,  he  considered  the  d(>si ruction  of  fh^' 
atiMiiitflit  along*  the  Dutch  coast  as  of  the  highest  irn« 
'  ^rtnnce,  but  expressed 'himself  u  iwiflinq:  (o  send  any 
Vessi^ls  on  such  a  sen^ice,  from  the  dangers  of  tlie  coast, 
Until  he  had  receive^l  the  full  sanction  and  consideratioii 
of  the  admiralty.     He  peculiarly  recommended  it  to  Lord 
Bl«  Vinoentio  consider  of  1  he  seizure  of  fhe^hipsat  Mcivoel 
find  Flushing,  whicii,  he  thought,  might  have  Imh:h  ac« 
compjtstted   without  any  grrat  difljcuhy,  or  any  thing 
more  than  ihe  occup^ation  of  5,000  JJri  ish  troops  lor  ^eveii 
or  eight  days.     Ii<ird  Nelson  did  not  overlooK  the  horn^s 
with  which  war  was  atleaded,  but  ho  knew  the  service 
\r\s  an  ,im|wrtafit  one,  liki-ly  to  produce  gteat  iMMiefifs  to 
thecoiuktry ;  ami  it  is  olear  that  he  iurnr(t  ins  mhul  fully 
to  the  objrcL     The  mention  of  I«ord    N^Uoh   naturally 
brooghl  hifn  to  that  of  anothcT  gatlant  olficer^  <)f  vvho>a 
aljility,  spirit,  and  exertion  I  ord  NoImui  h.-id  forn)e4l  th^; 
bi^hesi  opinion:    he  meant  Cofuniodorc  Owen,     'fhiii 
incttt  iiiMtigent  ofKcer  g:ive  \i  as  his  decided  opniion,  tha( 
the  capture  df  Flushing  must  b,»  4>f  the  highest  import-? 
auce*     From  the  improvement  of  its  basin,  it  was  capable 
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at  Lolding  tiventy  ships  of  the  line  fully  equipped  for  sea. 
To  watch  such  a  force,  a  fleet  of  adequato  Mrength  must 
1>e  kept  constantly  to  the  eastward.  On  our  eastern  coast 
there  were  but  two  stations  for  ships  of  the  line,  ^M'trraoutU 
and  the  Powns,  both  remarkably  exposed,  and  dangerous 
in  almost  eypry  wind  that  blew.  Our  fleels  to  the  westward 
had  the  noble  harbours  of  Portsmouth  and  Plymoutb| 
v^hich  were  secure  in  almost  every  wind.  But,  inde« 
pcndently  of  the  waste  of  fives,  and  other  dreadfui  occtir* 
l-ences  incident  to  a  floet  lying  exposed  like  the  eastern 
squadron,  the  wear  and  tdar  of  the  ships,  the  perpetual 
damages,  and  pcFpetual  repairs,  would  soon  amount  (• 
xnore  than  the  sums  Mh^ch  might  beexpeniied  on  the  pos« 
session  of  Flushing.  By  the  testimony  of  another  gallant 
officer,  the  seizure  of  Flushing  was  highly  dct^ircablc ;  it 
>?as  the  kev  of  the  Scheldt ;  no  ships  of  war  could  escape 
while  we  cliose  to  close  them  up.  it  was^  said  Mr.  Rose^ 
an  object  of  more  value  to  seize  Flushing,  than  to  destroy 
the  entire  flpet  at  Antwerp,  Hushing  could  shelter  in  \\$ 
pasin  SO  sad  of  the  line :  it  was  difficult  to  say  ofsheiter«v 
ing  how  many  more  it  might  be  made  capable;  but  tlii$ 
was  certain,  that  if  you  destroyed  that  basin,  (and  tho 
inost  effectual  destruction  of  it  for  the  uses  of  the  enemv 
was  its  seizure  by  us,)xi' service  of  more  value  was  efibctra 
than  ifiedeslruciion  of  any  number  of  French  ships  in  (ho 
river.  {Aluu^h.)  He  did  not  mean  to  undervalue  tho 
service  that  mii;ht  be  done  in  the  actual  dcstruclion  of 
those  ships ;  hilt  even  if  they  were  destroyed,  new  ships 
{night  be  built  in  the  same  place;  the  forests  were  not  de* 
^troyed  ;  and  until  tlint  was  i\o\\Cy  a  perpetual  succession 
of  armaments  might  is^sue  from  those  forests.  It  wa« 
equally  natural  for  ministers  to  resolve  to  keep  Flu>hin(r 
after  its  seizure ;  <i)r  in  that  resolution  they  were  equally 
supported  by  aufhority  of  the  first  order,  't  he  great  Lord 
Nelson,  to  whom  he  had  so  often  alluded,  was  fuHv  of 
opitiion  that  it  should  be  taken,  and,  whcsi  taken,  should 
be  kept.  Sir  R.  Strachari,  in  his  leitcr  of  the  13di  Sep- 
tiember  (and  when  he  mentioned  that  oflicer's  name,  he 
krvew  it  v\as  that  of  a  man  whose  knowledgje  in  his  profes« 
sion,  whose  skill,  judgment,  and  distinguished  bravery, 
pould  not  be  doubted)— (//<?ar,  hear  I  frgm  the  opposition) 
— that  eminent  oUicer,  in  his  correspondence,  expresses 
his  wish  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  means  of  retaiuing 
rf  station,  which  he  considers  as  of  the  utmost  import'- 
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biape  to  >  keep^    H^xpiroccecls  to  soy » thai  every  efiort  lunr 
be  H^U  expeaded  oil  tbe  preserTHtion  -oC  sjuch  a  poinf^ 
that  tliouvli  tlie  troQ^  suffered  by  tbe  cliru^iie,  tbeii*  iium^ 
bQi^s  sbould  be  made  up  by  drafts  ffom  \\m^  re^imeDts  ai 
liOfne;  (and  th[it  splashing  mi^i^ht  even  bfvn[)nde  it  sfiliehi 
point  for  furilier  aperatipns  .on  the  rix)niiru*n(,     But  lb» 
feelii^g:  tbat  pressed  on  his  jnindf  was,  tliiit  iha  hArbo4jr 
cpuld.  contnin  twenty  a^il  of  the  line  reiuly  fo  Mart^anrl 
cpouiience  operatiuJis^.on,  the  ipost  ^exposed  and  vulnerable 
quiirter  of  this  coiintry.     Captain  Cockbiiru,  in  his  letter 
of  tkeSdib  September,  afilopfs  uUiK)st  tin*  saiiie  ideas..     In 
speaJiLiiig.  of  Flushing,   proiessing  to  decline  all  niib'tarj 
views,,  aiul  Gonsidcrin^r  it  Rierely  in  sv  naval  ii^hty  he  as^ 
M^rtaithat  a,  force  .in  FUuhiug  could  lock  up  tbe  Scheldt 
fleet  sp  completely*  .that  not  a  ship  of  them  could  steal  to 
sua*     it  was.  true  that  at  tbe  close  of  hi«K>pit)ion  iHt  advised 
that  they  siKHild  be  U*X  out,  that  the  iJiitihh  fleet  mijBrbt 
liave  a  iair  opp^irtunity-of  meeting  with  and  capluriiiji: 
tJieni;  butAh^s,  though  consonant  to  tbe  habits  of  ^  bra Vf 
British  sea^iian,  was  not  suitable  to  the  Ciiimoi- viewsof  a 
British  eivbinctt  and  IcRivn  improper  hazard.     Next,  as 
to  the  intention  of  blocking  up  the  river,  this,  ridiculed  as 
it  might  have  been,  was  iiunctioned  by  high  advice.     Sir 
R.  StcacbaUf.ui  his  letter  of  the  14lh  ot  November,  spnika 
pf  it  as  perfectly  feasiblu:  he  declares  it  as  his  opiksHm, 
that  the  mouth  of  the  Schc^Ult  luay  be  blocked  upau^ 
atofiped  ;  |Juit  he  had  consideri^d  the  idea  seriously,  and 
jhat  his.fuind  was  fully  bent  on  the  niaterial  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  thtU  operation.     Here,  said  Mr*  It6s<% 
ioinisters  inu:»t  have  felt  them^lves  jiutified  in  p!acin|; 
fuU  reliai^ce,  and  cousciou^  that  they  were  doing  thcM* 
duty. '  But  it  was  still  eclicKd  in  their  ears  (hat  there  hi\ii 
been  errors  f&^i  Uii^conceptions:  what  was  tins,  but  ih^t 
ministers  were  not  infaiiibte?     U^it  errors  might  l.e  found 
charged  on  some  otiier  groat  numes — >)Oiiie'Cveji  of  those 
who  had  now  survived  the  sneers  or  suspicion  of  their  Corv* 
U'mporaries,  and  were  handed  down  to  pos^terity  as  models 
■of  foresight,* decision,  and  intelligence..    Ile.did  wd  ^ncan 
.t«Mhrowa  shade  on  the  enhhrined  virtne  of  tlioxe  di^til|« 
guished  men :  bnt  it  was  mipo^^sible  to  look  into  their  his* 
iory  without  fiudi^ig  that  they  had,  in  their  zeal  for  (i^ng- 
Lind  and  Eugland^s  glory,  auemptcd  projects  which  (hey 
were  unable  to  accomplish.     He  looked  to. the  ce|ebrat4-ti 
attack  oil  Tqulou,  by  anjujny  i  nJer  Pdncc  Diigene,.  unci 


a  fleet  under  the  ocMDmand  of  a  great  9riii$h  admiHil'. 
That  aftempti  concerted  with  wiiwoaii  and  pro9eciit«d 
mMt  braVerji  proved  abortive.  An  atloMon  bad  been 
ifrade  to  tjie  attack  on  Rochefort^  and  the  force  eaploved 
there  stated  .as  holding  no  comparison  in  point  of  numbeKH 
to  that  employed  in  Walohereti.  *  But  draw  the  coni|Ni«> 
tison  of  those  st^parate  forces  fipm  tlieir  pro|)oition  to  the 
whole  force  of  the  kingdom,  as  it  slooA  at  the  periods  of 
those  t^o  expeditions,  and  they  would  be  Ibtind  okMS 
irpon  an  equality.  The  Rocbefuri  expedition  was  anderi 
taken  with  all  advantages  in  its  favour,  Accurnte  ttiform^ 
ation  had  been  obtained  ;  the  expedttion  itac^lf  bad  ^iigi^ 
nated  iq  the  memorial  of  a  mo;»t  abk  officer ;  and  yet  tbe 
whole  service  done  was  the  capture  of  the  little  tsle  of 
Aix.  Lord  Howe,  in  the  Magnanimc,  with  a  pilot  on 
board,  better  acquainted  than  any  man  in  fJiiglandwMi 
IfaeFrench  coast,  was  run  as;rouod  within  two  miles  of  thar 
ishnd.  On  the  return  of  the  expedition  the  |mblic«x« 
pnsaed  no  displeasure,  until  a  chimour  was  gradually 
^excited.  Sir  J,  Mordaunt,  the  oonuaanding  officer  of  the 
expedition,  was  brought  to  a  conrt«martiaL  Much  ffld»* 
*€ttle  had  been  tlirown  on  the  idea  of  taking  Antwerp  by  a 
coup«de*main  ;  but  without  attempting  to  set  himself  up 
as  a  judge  of  military  matters,  he  had  strong  anihorttica 
Ibr  his  bdief  of  what  might  be  done  by  a  C0up«de«faain* 
f  He  then  read  «onie  extracts  from  a  military  work,  ia 
wbicb  General  Ligonier's  opinion  was  given  on  the  naturo 
and  uses  of  the  attack  by  coup-de»maiu,  and  a  aarratiVa 
4lftba  capture  of  Bergeti-op-^oom  by  General  Lawcndahl, 
by  a  sudden  attack.)  It  was,  said  be,  by  a  ooap-de* 
main,  that  this  fortre&s,  then  the  strongest  inthewoHd, 
was  token.  Ismael,  nith  a  large  army  within  its  wails» 
was  taken  by  tbe  same  rapid  and  bold  assault*.  But  to  re» 
Vdrt  to  the  expeditions  of  \%hich  he  had  been  previotisly 
speaking.  Lord  Anson^  when  first  lordoftheadmiritUyv 
sailed  with  an  army  on  board,  commanded  bv  tiie  great 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  on  an  ex|)edition  to  tne  coasts  of 
the  Bay  of  Biscay.  .  That  expedition  returned,  re  infecid  ; 
the  d^ke  went  io  commancf  in  Germany ;  and  (jreneml 
Bligh,  kt  the  head  of  (he  forces,  landed  to  destroy  Cher« 
boUTgh.  He  could  there  do  noihing  more  than  bum  a 
few  merclvant  ships,  destroy  a  basiuj  and  carry  off  a  liew. 
brasi^  guns.  He  marched  a  short  distance  up, the  coun* 
fry,'  and  i^hs  attacked  \  bis  return  to  the  sbure  was  lokp 
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md^)  und  on  the  embarkation  a(  Si.  Cns,  his  rjcar-gjuanji 
were  tRk^n  prisoners  or  slain.     Thuscnd<'d  fhat  eVi^t? 
tfcff.     He  (Mf .  Rose)  now  tarnoc!  to  auotlK^r  iiw5lanQe,^ui 
lirlyfdi  nothing  but  acctdeiy^  could  have  prevented  a  total 
ftihtm;     It  wai  on  the  expedition  under  General  Barring* 
tiMi  n^intif  He  Frenrh  West  Iiidia  Islands.     After  a  tw0 
Months*  r^ii^iince'Gnadaloupe  was  taken  ;  but  the  OQn^ 
mil,  in  iris  di^partches,  acknowledged  himself  deeply  in^ 
drbted  to  (brtnn^lhat  it  was  not  lost  to  the  country,  aa 
Co«1lf^^efl«ham61*— the  father  (said  Mr.  Ruse)  of,  1  be*. 
Kete,  the  Vice-king'of  Italy  (a  laugh)  appeared  off  the 
khifid  nt  the  nrnment  of  its  capture  with  2,6  ^0  men,  whose 
Arrt?nl,  a  few  hours  earlier,  would  have  foiled  the  whole 
expe^lition.  ^  After  ennmcrating  some  additional  Cases  qf 
uoavimlabte  fniture,  Mr.   Rose  answered   other  poluttii 
which  had  been  made  in  the  course  of  the  debate.    It  liaa 
keen  asserted  that  the  expense  of  this  present  expedition 
mifst  ha^e  been  nnderstatiKl  at  800,000/.    The  calculation 
of  ail  bononrable 'General  (Tarletoii)  ingeniously  s\ielle4 
it  up  to  three  mitKons,  hut  the  'idea  was  absurd.    Tl\\% 
ei^iinafes  were  all  liefurc  th^  house^^  and  it  was  idle  to  supn 
pose  paUib  olBcei^  capabte  of  puiiing  so  Ipw  and  unarti* 
fidal  H  triek  on  the  common  sense  of  the  house  ;  2^J0(pil 
hud  been  charged  for  ordnance  trnnsporis.    This  was'the 
charge  not  of  the  ordnance,  but  of  the  transport  boards 
with  whom  tlibse  matters  tayi,  and  whoae  peculiar  prp^ 
^iace  and  duty  it  was  to,  collect  all  transport  scrvict^j^ 
wbfeh  wfrrc  fortnerly  separate,  into  one  sybtem  and  cli^ec- 
tkm-    He  still  fcU  the  most  perfect  conviction  tliat  the;^ 
rofeation  of  Flashing  was  a  wise  measure  ;  and  when  tha 
country  had  gwon  ilj^olf  time  Xo  cousuUt  its  value,',  ami 
calmly  estimnfe  the  dangers  which  nicn.iced  it  troro  ih^ 
quarter  of  the  enemy's   force,    he  was  co;ivinced   Uiat 
their  judgment  wo»rhl  Ix*  aUogether   in    favour  o(  the, 
wisdom  which  plann(*d  the  expedition,  and  the  policy 
by  which  its  great  objects  vieie  endeavoured  to  be  xa^ 
taint^.  '  \      \ 

lArrd'PvlKugion^\nA^  he  should  not  venture  fodelivcr, 
Ikisopifiion  that  night,  when  he  was  i^ware  (lie  time  of  tho 
honsc* might  be  so  much  better  oniraged,  did  Ik;  not  feel  it 
to  he  his  duty,  on  a  question  of  sucn  importance,  npt  tnl^ 
gire  a  silent  vote.  The  question  was,  whether  hunist^s' 
in  the  expedition  the\'  had  undMakcn,  Iiad  inside  a  wise^. 
aad  judicious  use  of  the  means  entrusted  to  their  carc^ 
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Afcr  a  TCfiwli  \vh\c\\  1){ul  solitdc  sHfisliec]  the  expecf^ik^ 
cVnhc  n<'i(i(m,.  uu  inquiry  Kceraokl  ji;eiieraiiy  to  be  wi)u4facif 
qmi  that  juqiury  lu^d.  (Rkon   place. ia  tlint  hiHk9»^  tirW« 
ftlnuc  U  coul4  ha-t|^ factor ily  pr<;Gc<uK    Afllcraii  aUctifive 
perusal  of  every  p.vrtof  iIn?  caM.*,  it  did  nqtaecm  to  bun 
.  (hat  the  evidence  was  calcii]a(«d>  to  es^cuset  huS  on  tlie 
contrary^  tltat  it  iieiU  >vl)  ally  to.  condemn  lIiQ  niiuist^fV,  b^* 
vhom  the  cxpvdi(ioo  hod  ^'eon  undertaki^n*     The  ihvasibB 
i>r  Holland  in  iho  ye«r ,175)i)  {ihould  bave  shewn  us  Hba% 
chance  we  had  ul'  >ucces$  in  ndventuriiig  oa  similar  cotec^ 
prices  in  future.     Even  aHcr  (be  expedition  was  nuidjy 
fnini«(ier!i  should  have  looked  to  (he  state  of  the  country 
tboy  wero  about  (oattack)  before  they  ssicrifio^l  ourariQy^ 
They  shoidd  al^o  have  looked  (o  what  the  shauiidcn  of 
the  people  <»f  (his  country  would  bear^  before  they  noded 
sixpence  (o  the  cxiieuHes  which  already  pressed  on  (b^n^ 
so  severely.     It  was  allcdged  that  we  might  have  inkon 
Antwerp  by  a  coui)-de-main.     lie  agreed  w^  mi^ht'Jmve 
got  possessioH  of  the  toyv'n  \n  this  cnainugr,  buihooDA* 
tend(^d  that  mi  ni.s(ers  could  never  liaire  eicpectcd,  if  at  ail 
informed  on  the  subjecti  to  possess* theiiiselves  of  the  Qila« 
del,  or  of  the  shtj)ping|  wiilfiiut  a  regular  sji^e.  ^  Oil 
whom  then,  he  askedy  did  the  blame  lie?    Oa  minister^* 
Nothing  could  have  been  expcc(cd  but  what  had.bafiY 
])ened — disgrace.     Dut  this  was  m^t  all,  ..Mii^sters  fyerf 
responsible  (or  the  lives  of  the  soldiers  wlia  had  boon  left 
there  (o  perihh  hy  the  con(agion  of  the/cUmate. .  Noionly 
vfere  ministers  \ii(hout  infonnatioa  as  io  the  nature  of  tint 
dii>eases incidental  to  lh?\t  inhospitable  clime,  buti(^ap<« 
penrcd  from  the  evidence  on  the  tai)ley.that  (hey  had  not 
even  taken  the  trouble  to  apply  for  infonriaiion  oo  that 
important  head  ;  it  ap])caring  in  evidence,  thai  the  sur^ 
gcoa-geiu.*ral  was  not  co.isuUed  till  after  the  cfxpedition 
sailed. 

J^ord  GcortreGrrntille  said,  after  the  long  and  ablcdis*' 
cussion  which  had  been  had  on  the  policy  of  the  plan  now- 
under  consideration,  he  should  think  he  trespass^nJ  on  the 
lime  of  the  house,  had  be  the  vanity  to  think  lie  couUt 
throw  any  now  light  on  the  subject,  in  a  question  of  no 
much  importance,  iinplying  ojr  not  iraplving  crime 
against  the  mini.>(ers,  he  a»sured  tlie  bouse  he  ro^c  ^^U\l  • 
great  diffidence,  lie  was  not  in  the  house  on  (he  (jtr.4^ 
night  of  the  present  discussion,  to  observe  how  fondly  the 
uuble  lord  (Castlcrcagh)  clung  round  ibc  instance  of  U^^ 
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cirprdniAfi  to  Rodhrfdrt,  as  bt'in^  a  precedent. ^firdjr 
ahahgoo^  to  the  ^resenl  case.     Tlie  aoble  lord<  noAvievei^ 
worM  partloti  him  for  not  bcitig  able  to  discdvet  either 
in  the  geofifirHphical  description,  or  in  the  resaM,*  any  of 
tii^  ^trikitT^fi?Atntds*of  ^imilitnde  which  seemed  so  fori?lji 
Wy  to  have  occurred  to  his' lordship.     Ilebrgged  ieavetft 
ivad  an  rxtmet  from  a  narrative  piihUshcil  on  the  oce^^-t 
«on  under  the  sanction  of  Earl 'Chatham,  (then  Mr,»PittJ 
ircrctary  for  Ibrei^n  afTains  at  that  period.    From  that  nar* 
Fiitlve  it  appeared,  that  the  original  <lcsi^n,  of  Ihce^rpcdi-*. 
'  fioh  bad  tieeh  sntr^ted  to  the  commander-in-chief  by, A 
Captain  Clarke,  of  theen^im^ers  ;  the  coramai;der-in-clue|^ 
ap])roveil  of  the  plan,  and  recommended  it  to  the  secretary 
di  state  for  adoption.     It  therefore  was  undettaken,  aftci^. 
previous  inquiry,  at  a  time  when  our  resources  were  flou-^* 
rtthiii^,  and  the  French  \ycre  reduced  almost  to  the  kist^ 
Intake;  its  failure,  too,  did  not  seem  to  call  for  }iai:lia« 
iscntary  inquiry  against  the  ministers,  but  the  commander^ 
Sir  John  Morduunt,  was  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  dis* 
missed  the  service.     Here,  liowever,  the  case  was  very' 
dtflbrrtit.     Tl)e  ejtpedilioh  was  undertaken  witliout  invcs-'^ 
Mgation^or,  ^o  far  as  the  opinions  of  the  general  officere. 
wel^takj^tf  on  the  subject;  they  wcrea»:ainst  the  attempt.^. 
H^re  a  patliam^ntary  mquiry  had  been  juda^d  necessary  ; 
tfcte  army  here'' em ploywl  was  almost  the  last  remaii^iu^; 
amfiy  of  the  country  ;  the  period  -was  that  in  which  the 
sFjidfest  regard  for  economy  had  become  indispensably  ne- 
cesBhrT,'and  in  which  the  utmost  care  to  prevent  a  single 
fhiiling  of  untiece>sary  expenditure,  was  the  incumbent 
dlity  of  the  guardians  of  tl^e  public  purse.     Such  wt;rfi,f 
the  crrcumslanees,  and  such  was  the  period  when  the  ex*  , 
p*fdlHion'  to  the  Scheldt  was  undertaken.     As  a  divH^riii^n 
in*favour  of  Austria,  ii  could  liave  no  cflect.     Previous  Jo 
it's  sailing,  the  List  blow  had  been  struck  against  her,  and 
she  h;id  sunk  at  the  mercy  of  FVance.     Jf  he  could  point 
otitahy  Orje  part  of  this  ex|:ciIition  more  des|>crate  than  . 
afMbcr,  it  was  the  rclentij>n  of  VV^^Icllcrc*n,  yfler  success 
Wfts  seen  to  be  impracticable,  by  which  *i(cp  wc  had  be-, . 
cohiethe  'Ian<^hing-stock  and  jest  of  all  Eiirojx*,  partipu- 
Wlyof  our  enemies..    Tiie  noble  lord  spoke  in  hO  low  ji 
tunc,  that  the  greater  part  of  his  speech  wag  quite  iaaudi* 
bit  iu  the  gallery. 

Mr.'  WitHam    FUzs^eraJd  had    come    to  a  fonclnsion. 
ifiWriy  different  'froin  that'  whieh  had  been  adopted  by  the 

Vol.  II.— ]8!0,  H  h  .         , 
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tiobic  lord.  He  she»ut(l  not  follow  him,  however,  Ihrougb 
OietopicS)  Vcirtoufi  and  irrelevaiit,  into  ^vhich  lie  had  en- 
4i^e(I.  '•  H<*  admitted  thai  minist^  vrett  not  ignorant  of 
the  difficulties  attending'  the  expedition  they  had  undc^r- 
tnloin,  bti^ still  they  resoked  upon  it,  in  contemplation  of 
the  Diuch  greater  dangers,  which,  from  that  quarter^ 
Jrti^hn  Await  this  country.  Tticy  did  not  think  tliemselves 
entilitid  to  enter  into  cool  calcuhdions  on  the  responsibility 
ti'hich  might  thence  attach  to  themselves,  liut,  in  tb^ 
dibrt  to  render  an  important  benefit  to  the  country,  re- 
•olveil  to  run  the  ruk  of  any  blame  ^\hich  mi^^^ht  be  im-* 
jbuted  to  themselves.  For  this  line  of  conduct,  in  his  opi- 
Bion,  they  "were  entitled  to  praise  rather  than  to  cqnsun^.. 
Would  it  be  confemleff ,  that  because  in  the  contemplation 
of  destroy injf  that  naval  force,  wliich  yttt^  too  fatally  for 
tliis  coiwjtry,  might  be  fel(,  ministers  had  exposed  them-' 
«elfes  to  the  loss  of  office — they  were  not  even  entitled  to 
irterrf.  The  honourable  gentleman  entered  into  a  vindica- 
tion  of  (he  policy  of  the  e?tpeditlon  ;  and,  on  the  second 
point,  as  to  the  rcrcntion,  asked  if  it  uould  have  been 
rojier,  after  an  important  arsctial  Avas  jn  our  hands,  and  • 
ir^n.  Btrachan  wns  conji^rinj^  ministers  not  to  adopt  tha 
ultimate  resolution  of  abandoning  it,,  till  he  had  a  commu* 
jiicatfon  Tfifh*  them, -if  at  such  a  period  as  that,  minis* 
tertr  ^vould'have  tieen  warmTited  in  precipitately  relinquish* 

in^  ft'?    ♦  ^  : 

'.JIM  6^ra/f<fn  declared  his  reluctance  to  enter  into  any^ 
contrast  belueen  the  military  "enter  prizes  of  his  majesty  > 
government,  and  those  operations  of  military  ix)licy  con- 
ducted ululer*th(^  ad<ninistration  of  the  great  Lord  Chat- 
hWrti.     He  would  at  once  proceed  to  the  immediate  dis- 
cussion of  the  ijn'nt  question  before  them,  jhuI  try  it  upon 
its  merits  as  detailed  in  the  evidence  collected  at  their  bar. 
It  was  idle  to  assert  that,  in  viewing  the  policy  of  the  late-, 
expeilitlon,  much  was  obtained  by  the  conquest  of  Flush- 
ing.    Would  the  right  honqurable  gentleman  opposite.. 
coiitt*nd»  that  for  that  acquisiiion  alone  such  an  armament, 
should  have  been  sent  out  ?     If  ihcy  did,  he  would  'u\  an- 
»wt;r  tell  1  hem,  that  for  such  an  object,  the  sacrifice  of  so  . 
many  li>^s,  arjd  of  so  mtich  treasure,  was  unwarrantable. . 
(Hear^  fimrl)     But  it  is  averred,  in  defence  of  the  detep- 
tion  of  that  pestilential  island,  that  Sir  Richard  Strachan  . 
had  conjured  the  gftvcmment  not  to  issue  orders  foi  its 
abandonuunt,  Hintil  he  should  have  a  personal  conmiuni-  . 
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fcatlon  wHB  t^enn  'Le|  u^  for  the  pari>os^ of  diiij.(?s,ito)fitr 
ifigfh^  authorifj  orthat  oflRcfr  upon  that  jio.iijt;^  {nkaiuhi 
our  *coi)si(I(»ratiou  the  wljole  ofrhis  expressed  opint  »i!i3«.    It 
vfus  irne  that  he  did  vrriCc  to  the  adiuiralfy  in  4iiff.|ii.aii|}i2£ 
specified.      But  ^vliat  Avas  his  {inal  tnipivi^sion  4ip$)il  tha^ 
Mibject?     Did  -he  not  IcU  you,  at  tho  bar,,  Ihat.U^hc  hail 
Calculated  the  i;ic5dentaU'x.pcnse,  an(!  (hci'trfca^Jt^  $icJk» 
nesi»,  Tie  could  not  havi:  tlioui^ht  \i\c  Jctftnlioii.iidyibMblc  ? 
Tfiat  iiiformafiyV  tlie  guvennuout  muht,  hiuH?i»iid  in  Ihcfr 
poisession  when  thc>  rocrival  (he  Irtter  c)f  iliq  ^a^ant  ad.» 
miral,  and  thcrrforc  it  was  a  nio^t  idle  pqrad(/x  io.  fortify 
their  conduct  iu  coniitininga  Briiibh  army  in  that  scofia. 
of  coulagion^  upon  <hc  unoxplained  desircrvcnor  such 
an  officer.      A  right  liononrable  gpnilruian  (Mr.  Uosc), 
httd  endeavoured  to  cstabUbh  the'  inferi»nce,  lh»t  it  %vas 
wise  to  have  altcmptcd  the  conquest  of  tJie  Nle.  of  Wal-i 
cTieren,  because  it  had  been  rcconiinenJcd  by  Lord  Nilj^wji 
to  maKe  such  an  altcnipt  at  a  forn^er  peri(Ml  with  5'>00. 
men.     No5f  it  J)y  no  means  tbllows,  (hat  though  to  retain . 
it  witU-^Tve  thousand  men  should  l)e  proper^  thatthere- 
^  fbuf'ii  was  wise,  under  the  present  circiiinsla.ncf*?,  to  retaiiu 
if  with  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  ^nien..     BesidcSi  what' 
were  the  adnionitions  of  Sir  llyre  Coote  and  General  Don  I. 
Did  they  not  tell,  his  nuijesiy^s  government,  that  it  was  abf! 
solufely  neces^'ry  to  send  out  a  new  force,  not  alone  to 
defend  the  unprofitable  conquest,  but  to  protect  from  the) 
enemy  your  dying  array  in  their  hospitals?     Tke  noble 
lord  (Castlereagh),  late  sccretjiry  for  t!ieward(;partmeut,' 
had  arirued  upon  the  propriety  of  timt  |>olicy,  which,  in 
ih^  state  of  Europe,  during  the  late   strugiflo   Ijetween 
Austria  and  France,  recommended  an  arn>{niu*nt  from  that 
country  to  operate  a.s  a  favourable  diversion  for  tlie  forr^er 
|>ower.      In  compliance  with  the  dictates  of  that  poKq/ 
the  late  armament  was  prepared.     It  wa^  prepared  before 
the  armistice  concluded  between  the  twonrmj(*s  in  Cier*  ^ 
mSlny'was  known  i^  this  country,  but  it  did  not  ,sail  until 
that  evcut  was  undeniably  certain,     Tliefi  \va>»  it  to  be  con-  , 
tended  by  the  minister,  thai  the  couriic  ^hirh  was  ri*:iit  (u 
puirsne  Ix?fore  such  a  slate  of  events  was  kno^vu  in  tliis  coun-i 
try",  was  also  rig-lit  to  be  carried  info  ))iartice.alti'r  it  \yn%  . 
fully  ascertained  that  a  most  lamentable  chuuixe  had  t«ikrn 
place  in  the  situation  of  our  allies — sucli  a  chuoi^e  as  left 
no   chance  for  the  success  of  that  object,  to  ae<*oiui)li>h 
which  this  very  exixrdition  wasori-ginaliy  [lannetl.      fbut 
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ipvasy  in  oilier  >vord8j  that  you  should  foUow  up  that  very 
pourse  ill  the  event  of  peace,  which  you  bad  just  decided 
iipon  as  applicable  to  a  state  of  war.  Kp  much  for  the 
strength  ot  that  part  of  the  defence,  \rhich  rested  upon  tho 
proposed  diversion  in  favour  of  Austria.  Hicrt*  was  also 
ji^nolber  observation  of  that  noble  lord,  in  uliich  he  argued 
that  the  expeditioTi  was  justifiable,  because  the  dis|K)sablo 
forpe  of  tlxi  country  happened  at  thkt  periqd  to  be  cxtcn* 
sive.  Now  to  what  lcnj[rih  did  tliis  argument  extend  ?  It 
extended  to  tlii;*,  that  because  we  chanced  to  have  uncm* 
ployed  a  very  lar^e  poilionof  our  army  and  our  navy,  it 
IS  necessary  tlintwcshould  be  doing  something.  No  mat- 
ter how  hazar(U)us  the  enlerprize ;  no  matter  liow  unautho* 
Tized  our  policy  ;  the  defence  of  the  minister  is,  tlnit  wc 
had  such  a  force,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  ^el  rid  of  i  ^ ' 
(IlewTy  hear!)  Ministers  cannot  now  shrink  from  t)>e 
vholc  responsibility  of  this  great  fadurc,  ina^sfruch^that 
it  has  been  the  soleoiTspring  of  the  inveterate  adherence  to 
their  own  views.  Had  they  been  inclined  to  accede  (o 
the  intelligence  and  iaformatton  of  the  oflicers  whom  they 
consulted,  it  was  impossible  that  they  could  havp  ever  de« 
termined  ujion  such  an  injudicious  and  fa^d  enterpriase« 
Those  generals  had  given  no  dubious,  undecided  an«twer  ; 
there  was  nothing  equivocal  in  their  inferences;  but  one 
and'  all  exclaimed  against  the  innanity  of  the  propose^ 
project.  Jt  was-  hoMevcr,  not  to  be  overlooked,  thai  eveif 
thoseanswers  hud  the  cfffct  of  rescuing  the  countiy  from  li 
inorc  aofgravAted  calamity.  The  house  must  recollect  that 
liord  Chatham  had  stated  in  his  evidence,  that  tt  ^asoiie. 
of  the  projects  of  the  goverument  to  make  the  attjjpW  uptiii 
Antwerp  by  the  nuite  of  0»temK  I'rpm  the  mischievoiis 
cpn^equences  of  such  an  attempt^  tlie  country  had  the  gtH)d 
fortune  of  Iwing  protected  by  the  unanimous  protest  of  iho 
tivegcne,ral  officers  with*  whom  (he  gQvernmci^t  advised* 
They  uiitigate  ihe  temerity  of  ihe  mini$>tcr  by  tiie  decidai 
firmness  of  that  prptest,  and  at  the  same  time  that  tlu*y 
saved  the  whole  of  the  army  from  absolute  ruin,  airnrded 
the  most  convincing  ijlnsinition  of  the  doctrine,  that  upoii. 
military  objects  your  U'st  dependence  is  upon  the  advice 
and  intelligence  of  military  n,en.  Contnisted  with  the 
ruinous  project  by  Oytencl,  the  combined  operation  in  ihe 
Hchehit  had  only  the  comparative  advantnga  of  being  less 
i^npraclicable.  Such  was  the  opjiUon  of  all  the  gene- 
rals, ala;o:>t^  who  were  consulted   or  cfiipioycJ.      ^ome 
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wJio  liadtbftr  doubts,  before  tbe  «AlUi>^'c»ryoiir  arrahtncftt 
foandf  whem  they  anrlvtd  u^r-  Ae  spot,  when  they  "wtrc 
acqufitiltedAvithQU  thetocBloircuifistano^^,  ihose  dorrbfs 
fully  OMifinnedj    Lord  Rostlyn  imd  ^UMil^  in  aris^v^f  fu 
a-qoeslioii,  whether  the  failure  was  the  consoqiienci;  aft  hi? 
d^y^  that  he  did  not  tfaint  Ibis  formkliibte  exfpecIilTon' 
MrQuldhare  alany  tim^  succeeded*     8ir  William  Erskinc 
told  yoUf  that  witiiui  a  week  Antwerp  could  have  bci*n  s6« 
cured  agaiilst  a  siege ;  wl^ilst  Lord  Chatham,  the  oflrcer 
selected  by  the  ^ov^rnment  to  command  (hat  ejc|)edittOn,  . 
totaled  not  oaly  that  be  bad  his  dmibts,   which  wetPi,  bbme' 
down  by  Ihe  admiralty,   but  that  he  did  fint  place  the| 
fullest  coafideiice  in  the  intelligence  which  htii\  been  com* 
inunicaled   (o   his  "bollcaj^ues.     The  naval  officers  also* 
afforded  nothing  that  did  not  teiKl  to  (]iscoura£^  any  cir- 
cuiaapecl government  from  such  a  hozardons  ^nddc^pe* 
rale  project*    But  mintf>ter»  ha<l  ink*Higetice  of  a  secrret'* 
i^aiuie  finom  abroad,  which  4iad  the  efiect  of  mulfipljnng 
the  abjeetions  of  the  general   officer,  ami  of  confirmtng^^ 
'  tl^eoiselves  in  the  propriety  of  the  policy  with  which  th^y ' 
w^ie  originally  impressed.     What  has  the  report  of  the 
secret,  committee  communicated   respecting  that  intelli* 
g;e9oe?.ltba$.given,  &fst,  a menuiir  ot  the  state  of  VVhU 
cberen,)  in  the  year  180.1 ;  secondly,  another  memoir  or 
the  st^teof  the  .'^  me  island,  in  the  year  1805,  by  a  Dutch  * 
officer,  with  notes  by  Captain  Owen  ;  the  third  is  ^  re- 
turn of  theeiiemy*s  forces  in  that  isin nd,  anonymous  and 
witliout  any  date  ;  (aiauffh)  ;   and,  lastly,  a  return  of  the 
enemy's  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Antwerp,  extracted  from  a 
prtQtcd  French  army  list,  of  the  year  1808,  found  in  the 
pofisessiou  of  a  French  olliccr,  who  w^vs  taken  prisoner  in 
Ca  alottih.   {A  dauffh,)     Besides,  there  were  sng<^*8tions  • 
.ftom  a  secret  person,  that,  for  the  defefice  of  Antwerp  t;i 
case  of  attack,  no  reinforcements  could  be  S|tared  front' 
Holknd  ;  and  on  the  side  of  France  suppHcb  could  not  be 
forwarded  before  the  expiration  of  aw<*ek.'   Here,  then, 
was  the  freat  inducement  which  engtiged  ministers  to -(Ks- 
pntcb  their  formidable /armament  to  the  Scheldt;     For 
the  attnioment  of  their  object,   they  had  (lie  chance,  (Irat 
if  tlicy  did  their  business  in  a  week,  the  French  would  not 
Ik^.oo  them  ;  but  if  not  within  that  time,  they  must  be 
ruined*      Aye;    but  such  stimulating  inducements   n*- 
cciv^d  a  oorisiderable  incr^sc  of  influence  front  an  oc- 
currence of  jnighiy  promise,  uhich  had  a  bhoit  time  be« 
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fore  taken  plaoeirt*  Rotterdilni.    Before  he  ivooM'  t^W 
tbatoccurreuoc,  it  was  neocKstry  toatale,  tbat  it  wa»  fWr* 
xiisUed  by  bis  miijesiys  governme^^  1o  prove  iliat  IkQr 
]iad  jiuUfiable'reoaons  fortrxpecHng  tbttt  tiere  exjati^  itt 
that  period,  in  Holland^  a  stronir  imslfiiatidn  1o  actnat  re^' 
sifttanp^  against  Ui«  tyranny  of  France*    >V  hot,  Ihen,  was- 
this  event  so  replete  mtb  public  hope  P  It  m«b  th^  i^dnc 
by  a  niobofsomeboysbrouficht  up  in  a  poer-bonse  In* 
Rotlprdan,  front  a  party  of  French  iiolcAers, 'vrlio  tvere 
hurrying  these  boys  to  the  army.     Was  it  ])Ossibte  Chnt 
aiiy  government  could  think  of  sending  out  im  oxpedition 
of 40,000 men  upon  the  futility. of  siioh  inttHigence  as 
thai  i  There  was  also  some  comments  on  the  report  of  the 
secret  committee  upon  the  inforination  received  from  a 
person  described  to  be  a  young  man,  of  the  stilte  of  Ant-«'' 
werp,  in  (he year  l8i-3»    There  was  one  proof  of  the  nc^' 
curacy  of  that  source  of  information  ;  for  the  same  ilidf»> 
Tidual^  though  he  acknowledged  io  imve  passed  throo^h 
Breda,  upon  an  inquiry  wbelli^r  works  were  erected  there, 
stated,  that  if  tliere  bad  they  bad*  eseap»cl  his  obscrvutidn;  •  ^ 
(A  laugh,  and  cries  of  hear  ^  hear!)    Was  if,  he  troold' 
appeal  to  the  bouse,  consiiStent  with  the  duty  which  states* ' 
men  owe  that  country,  whose  inlorests  tfiey  ave'bouiki  ta 
protect,  to  hazard  its  b<U)OMr  and  its  security  by  equips 
puig  9  powerful  armaipent)  and  destining  it  to  a  most  yn<» 
fortunate  pointy  npon  such  iitteliigefioc  as  has  been  de- 
scribed? tt  might  be  (v^rfiictly  true,  that,  on  the-  i7th  of   , 
July ^  Antwerp  might  not  have  had.  a  veiy  considerable' 
garrison;  but  that,  on  the  8th  of  the  succeeding'Augusf,  * 
su9h  a  for,ce  might  have  been  collected  from  nineteen  gHr<> 
rison  towns  in  its  vicinit3*,as  would  have  insured  the^om* 

})lc(e  defeat  of  your  army*     This  was  an  inference   not 
bunded,  as  the  noble  lord  would  have  it,  upon  the  nature  ' 
of  the  project,  but  resting  upon  the  nature  of  the  evidence 
elicited  at  the  bar*    For .  what  confidence  can  that'  bonfie 
now.place  in  the  commtinicattons  upon   which   minis^rs' 
act,ed,  when  every  stage  of  the  expedition  tonfirmed  their 
falsehofxl.    Cadsand^they  were  fold,  was. without  troops, 
and  Lillo  not  in  a  state  of  defence^.  Lord  Huntley  ioixti^l  * 
in  Cadsand  ^iUOO  men  to  oppose  hk  debarkation,  and  Ntird 
that  the  whole  force  of  t lie. enemy  anrotmlid  fd  "7 000. 
Whatsaid  Sir  Richanl  ^tracluin  at  the  bar?  He'M>i(l  yon,    - 
that  w[tli  respect  to  the  sCfiteot  both,  lie  found  htrtiselfd^*^ 
ceiy^.  .|[ti,wa6t(ue|,that ui<;h  respect t^  AalYre0p,€leu(;ml  ' 
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Brp^vfirigg  hud  endenvmired  lo  prove*  the  |j*t>jf*ct  prarti; 
Q|bW,  by  sliewffisT'timt  under  circtim^lnncet^  he  could  havt^ 
Cjurvied  ft  iftlo  meciUioiK*  >  licit  in  ans^ier  to  this  t\\M<rcd 
pvaciieabilitj^  he^wooM  a^kwivf,  ifthe  affnck  upon  Ant'* 
^werp  ivft^  thus  ensy  and  obvioos;  was  not  Lrird  ('bnihnm' 
brought  to  trial  for  tbe£iiJAre  ?  How  w^^  it,  that  if  17,000 
men  coii4(i  sncceec!  ngninat  the  fortified  town  of  Flnshing^j 
conlainin^  a  {^rrison  of  near  10,0^0  men,  an  army  ex- 
ceeding ^^K)  mcn^  coutd  fail  in  tlieir  attempt  upon  Ant- 
ipcrp,  .^ilhout  a  garrison,  with  f^uns  dismounted,  and* 
perfixlly  unaware,  as  ministers  savi  of  the  inv«ision  of  an 
enemy  I  Was  it  to  be  nnderstood  that  the'  local  didicuU 
ties  were  to  swell  inta  importance,  when  they  were  to  jus- 
tify 4lie  retreat  ofibe  army,  but  were  to  dwindle  into  trifles 
when  brought  forward  to  exoneraie  the  minister?  (Cries  of 
hear  J  /learl)  Upon  what  iair  presumption  then  can  th6 
mittihter  call  upon  tJbat  bouse  to«  regulate  its  decision  by  a 
reliiHicc  upon  eyidenee  whteb  it  kiiows  to  be  false,  and  io  . 
ncj^leol  evidence  which  .it  must  6^  fo  be  true,  ft  must 
ieel  that  it  has  been  proved  that  in  every  (lart  of  the  pro-' 
posod  arrangcfoent,  the  rcKiiU  fabiJIied  the  intelligence 
upon  which  the -attempt  was  made.  But  whilst  it  falsi-' 
ficd  the  grounds  upon  which  the  minister  rested,  it  re-' 
alized  every  prediction  of  the  men  wIrt)  predicted  ft.  The' 
history  of  that  enpetiiiion)  though  short,  was  lamentably 
deoiaive.  It  srtiled  at  theperiod  when,  as  predicted  by 
Sir  Hom^  Popham,  the  timl  weather  Ix'gttn,  tuid  the  ele- 
mmiti  were  in  hostility.  It  sailed  after  the  armisfi'cc  had 
l)eeii  CfHicludcd  between  Austria  and  Frnnnc :  at  a  time' 
when  tlio  forJune  of  war  'had  decided  the  fi\ic  of  your 
ally;  when,  if  (hey  hud  had  the  calnmity  of  k*ndiug  an 
ear  to  yonrreconuuendatifm  io  renew  ho«f  iliti<»s,  the  mea- 
sure of  her  miseries  would  h.ivc  been  filled  U)),  and  ttie 
hop's  of  her  recovery  blasted  for  ever.  Why  shx>o1d  this 
country  have  put-to  Jmzard  even  the  nccidental  revival  t}f 
her  ufifurtunate  ally?  With  whot  consi^-tmcy  can  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  defetjd  this  diversion,  which 
they  say  afiordett  to  Austria  tlie  chnnce  of  recovery  from 
its  (aisfortuueS)  at  the  same  time,  and  in  fl»e  same  hreatlr,^' 
that  t^iey  argue  againf<t  the  propriety  of  having  .<5dnt  a 
inrcetnto  tAe  uorth  of  Germafiy,  wirh  a  view  of  assisting 
I  he  Humorous  insurgents'  then  in  arms  ?  Wiry,  say  they, 
should  we- here  ^?«am  rage  those  toan  inefltetual  resistatjce 
to  tiiie-ppwer  of  ^Ftaitcc,  only  to  subject  them  io  more  dg- ' 
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gnivatctl  ap|ire<«6inn  ?  Why  lliea  eodenv^ur  to  all«re 
4>us<rinailfer  her  IhU  to  tha  renewal  of  a  stniiir^le  lyhich 
would  have  for  rvct  se«iU*fl  her  •ubjujpitian?'  Ik*liold  tl^^n 
the  proKix^lv  under  which  ibis  xwo^  calamltotK  armanient 
left  jour  ports.  The  season  chaiH^  ;  the  elements  ad* 
Terse ;  your  ulljr^  for  whnin  ibe  diversion  if  as  to  be  itiade, 
dlscomti'ted  and  mined ;  and  suing  for  terms  of  peace 
Vt'ith  the  conqueror  in  their  c»piti^^  whilst  pestilence  and 
plague  v^crc  awaiting  the  tirrival  of  joar  armada,  to  com* 
mence  witli  ravenous  appelile  their  contagions  warfare 
as:ains(  our  gallant  defenders.  But  the  authors  of  these 
cahimifics  contend,  that  this  house  shoukl  not  trj,  bj 
inechunic  rules,  the  immeasurable  spirit  of  the  British 
heart.  They  apiieal  to  the  feats  of  our  ancestors,  and  to 
(he  glories- of  ^Hir  history,  to  palliate  the  effects  of  mi- 
nisterial temerity  and  i^^n«»rancc.  Do  they  forget,  that 
when  that  spirit  was  excited,  when  those  glories  were 
displayed,  they  were  directed  against  the  ancient  eoeror 
of  their  name  ?  Jt  was  in  the  liard-foughi  battles  with 
battalions  of  France  or  Spain,  that  Britian  obtained  her 
proud  pre*cminence,  not  in  the  inglorious  struggle  with 
pestilence  and  plague.  Shall  then  a  ministry,  responsible 
lor  such  calamities,  find  excuse  in  an  appeal  to  the  bis* 
tpry  of  our  courage  ?  Is  this  excuse  to  be  allowed  to 
men  who  continued,  amidst  disease  and  pntreHiction,  an 
army  of  twenty  thousand  men,  at  the  very  same  period 
that'  they  had  advices,  that  in  another  quarter  of  the 
world,  in  Spain,  the  ranks  of  our  heroes  wf;re  hourly  thin- 
nifig  by  the  progress  also  of  an  epidemic  malady  ?  In 
my  conception  of  public  delinquency  (said  IVIr.  Grntlan), 
there  can  inr  no  conduct  more  reprehensible  than  that  of 
his  maje.s1v\s  minister^i,  cxc^pty  imloed,  the  conduct  of  this^ 
house,  if  it  hliouid  he  so  forgetful  of  its  duties  as  not  to 
condemn  thrm.  (//eor,  /rear!)  This  house  has  lately 
ccus4ired  Loril  Chatham,  for  an  attempt  to  set  aside  the 
responsibility  of  ministers;  let  it  then  take  care,  that  its 
conduct  upon  this  occasion  dors  not  tend  U)  cstablisb 
i^iiuisterial  impunity.  Decided  as  i  iix'l  upon  their  n»is« 
conduct,  I  give  my  most  sine  ere  support  to  thensolu- 
tions  originally  proposed  by  my  noble  friend; 

jl/r,  Cnnmng  began  by^  observing,  the  gentleman  vAkO 
bad  just  sat  down  had  concluiled  by  charging  tlie  auiticKS 
of  the  expedition  with  the  cidamities  which  Imd  acoom* 
j[>anied  it.    As  oae  of  those  authors,  he  trusted  the  house 


iM^id  not  be  snrprised.  that  be  how  ragb  16  vindicate 
M^hself,  liiid  to  state,  that  the  expedition  i^as  not  onty 

{'notified,  but  commnnded  by  motives  of  the  largest  pd^ 
tey;  feiiKl  he  lih^Mnld  add,  bad  he  biAself  nbt  been  con^ 
c^ned,  by  the  raost  landable  riewsj  by  pffnciples '  froni 
Which  no  adminiflthttion  wonld  depart  iil  substance,  how- 
ever rtiiicfa  they  might  dider  as  to  their  application.  Thii 
Itan'saction  was  not  to  he  considered  as  insnlated,  ascon-^ 
^ncd  within  ifi  own  limits,  but  as  forming  a  part  of  that 
system  of  war  in  which  this  country  had  been  so  long  en*^ 
g«iged,  and  might  still  be  so  long  engaged^  combining  the 
general  interests  of  Europe  with  such  operattofts  as  ap^ 
peared  most  essential  to  our  own  independence  and  s^cu-  ' 
rity.  The  one  branch,  our  own  security,  was  not  to  be 
lost  sight  oft  but  neither  was  the  other  to  be  repudiated  i 
for  be  apptebended,  that  in  the  state  in  which  the  war  now 
Wd!^,  it  was  a  matter  toot  only  of*  interest,  but  of  duty,  to 
Msfst  those*  whom  the  common  enem v  was  oppltssiog ; 
«Tid  to  ^sist  them  with  the  means  which  had  been  pro« 
vided,  not  only  for  the  mirpose  of  aiding  them,  bnt  also 
•for  Our  own  defence.  The  time  might  come  when' wc? 
shotfld  have  to  Hiconnter  our  present  enemy,  not  alone^ 
bat  with  those  tanged  oil  his  side,  whose  hands  most  b^ 
«rgainfllt  lis,  though  thetr  hekrt^  might  be  with  us.  .  We 
dught  never  to  tose  ^fght  of  that  period,  and  those  enters 
prraes,  thetcfbn;,  were  th^  best  wnich  combing  the  lys^ 
fetn  of  assisting  others  with  a  due  attention  to  our  own  in- 
dependence. He  desired  the  house,  th^,  toloolc  at  the 
expedition  in  both  vieWs,  as  calculated  to  assist  the  ge- 
neral cause  of  Europe  in  the  way  best  fitted  to  promote 
'Otirown  separate  interests.  It  was  well  known  that  the 
idea  of  this  expedition  did  not  originate  with  the  Austrian 
War*  but  that  the  object  had  t)een  long  in  the  contemn 
-plation  of  successive  governments.  The  moment  had  ar« 
nvcd  wlien  a  ^Irong  chance  of  success  presented,  white 
the  object  became  of  tenfold  importance.  {Uear^  hear!) 
^And  even  if  it  had  not  been  calculated  to  produce  any 
*dR?ct  brt  the  Austrian  war,  still  a  regard  to  our  own  iu*  • 
fenpsis  would  have  justified  the  undertaking,  (fe  hoped 
it  would  not  be  understood,  that  he  infendeol  any  recrimi- 
'  tiatidn,  or'that  he  wished  to  resort  to  any  unwarrantable 
'  means  of  defence,  when  he  referred  to  a  speech  of  the 
Abhte  idrd'who  preceded  him  in  of&ce;^  recommeiidiug  the 
•»yMeiHO^ policy  which  he  now  insisted  upon.  He  Well 
Vol.  ll.-.18l(>.  1  i 
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remembered  that  the  noble  lolrd  in  laying  dowtt  the  sys- 
tem lof  policy  which,  be  thought,  ought  to  lie  pursued  by 
his  successors,  a  system  which  he  bequeathed  to  them  as 
a  legacy,  had  particularly  adverted  to  Antwerp  and  the 
Scheldt.  These  were  almost  his  last  words.  By  one  of 
those  accidents  which  prevented  their  speeches  from  being 
heard  by  any  but  themselves,  the  speech  to  which  he  al« 
luded  had  not  gone  forth  to  the  public.  He  had  thpii 
the  authority  otthat  noble  lord  ^who  had  been  at  the  head 
of  the  naval  and  tlie  political  department,  in  favour  of  the 
system  upon  which  the  government  had  acted  in  this  in-^ 
stance.  It  was  recommended  by  die  considerations  of  eco- 
nomy, which,  in  case  of  success,  would  have  enabled  you 
lo  dispense  with  the  active  exertions,  at  least,  of  a  fleet 
in  the  Downs,  and  a  fleet  at  Yarmouth  ;  and  though  the 
Austrian  war  had  not  existed,  it  was  the  best  plan  for  pro^ 
inotinj^  the  interests  of  England.  On  these  principles  the 
expedition  might  have  been  undertaken,  but  in  addition 
to  this  came  the  Austrian  war.  Then  the  question'  arose 
bow  the  assistance  of  this  country  was  to  be  rendered.  It 
might  be  given  in  one  of  two  ways,  either  by  a  direct  co<- 
•peration,  or  by  a  diversion,  with  the  view  of  drawing  oflT 
the  forces  of  the  enemy.  As  to  a  direct  co-operation,  he 
should  hardly  have  said  Anything  about  it  had  it  riot 
been  for  the  wild  speculations  of  those  who  proposed  to 
'•end  the  expedition  to  the  Adriatic,  (hearjheary)  and 
mentioned  the  port  of  Trfeste  as  the  point  of  debarkation. 
{Hear J  hear!)  He  had  really  heard  this  maintained  by 
grave  authority  •  (Bear^  hear!)  Was  it  necessary « to 
paint  the  diflSculty  of  conducting  such  a  large  armament, 
such  a  vast  number  of  ships  through  the  Gut  of  Gibraltar, 
and  through' the^  to  us  comparatively  unknown,  Adriatic  { 
{Jffehr^  hear !)  In  another  way,  however,  a  direct  co- 
operation had  txen  attempted  ;  he  alluded  to  the  descent 
in  Italy  ;  but  that  had  been  proj)erly  desisted  from  when 
the  Archduke  John  retreated;  but  how  would  this  plan 
have  operated  at  Trieste,  when  the  Austrian  army  was  at 
aUch  a  distance  i  What  then  was  to  be  done  ?  Austria 
iroposed,  l^t,  That  we  should  co-operate  in  Italy.  Sd^ 
That  we  should  maintain  footing  in  the  Peninsula.  3d, 
That  we  should  land  a  force  in  the  Norfh  of  Germany^ 
(o  take  advantage  of  contingencies,  of  which  he  could 
only  say  that  they  had  never  occurred.  The  attempt 
was  then  made  in  Italy^.  and  desisted  from  on  the  prin* 
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ciple,  thai  to  incite  fin  insurrectioa  \?hich  you  cottid 
not  support^  was  both  useless  ^and  cruel.  (Loud  cries 
of  hear y  hear\)  With  respect  to  the  second  propo^ 
sition,  ure  did  not  maintain  oiirsdres  in  (he  Penin^ 
sula.  The  third  had  not  been  foregone  till  it  had  been 
very  maturely  considered. '  Even  when  the  minds  of  his 
majesty's  ministers  incliVied  towards  Antwerp,  the  nrgu* 
ments  for  the  North  of  Germany  were  duly  weighed  before 
it  was  finally  determined  upon  to  send  the  expedition  to 
the  Scheldt.  He  agreed  that'  no  (ecnpr>rciry  interests  of 
your  own  ought  to  overbalance  the  consideration  of  what 
was  due  to  the  general  cause.  But  in  the  expedition  to 
the  Scheldt,  your  own  interests  and  those  of  your  allies 
were  united*  An  expedition  had  before  been  sent  1o  the 
North  of  Germany,  and  only  arrived  in  June  to  meet  the 
fatal  news  of  the  battle  of  Auslerlitz.  The  North  of  GeN 
many  was  then  indeed  depressed.  But  what  was  its  state 
then,  compared  with  that  in  which  it  w^akl  liave  been 
found  by  this  expedition,  all  in  scaltered  fragments,  wheni 
once  appeared  flourishing  kingdonis  ?  When  the  former 
expedition  arrived,  a  Russian  army,  headed  by  the  Em« 
peror,  was  coming  down  to  its  assistance — Prussia  was 
unbitkken,  and  though  its  neutrality  might  have  been 
questionable,  yet. that  country  presented  a  considerable 
extent  of  territory,  which  the  enemy  would  respect.  But 
look  now  at  the  condition,  of  the  same  quarter?  Russia 
and  Denmark  hostile — Sweden  swept  from  the  lint  of  inde- 
pendent states^  and  the  spear  of  PrussTa,  her  army  on 
which  she  so  much  depended,  broken  short  in  her  hands. 
( H ear y  hear!)  Prussia  wns  nbw  hostile,  not  to  mention  ^ 
the  minor  states,  in  all  of  which  the  lawful  governments 
faadbeirn  suppressed,  and  regular  usurpations  settled  in 
thefr  stead;  and  though  discontented  with  their  condi- 
tion, possessing  no  bond  of  union  between  themselves ; 
this  was  the  situation  in  which  an  <;x|)edittonin  these  times 
would  find  the  North.  Prussia,  though  broken,  had  still 
a  respectable  army,  with  which  we  niust  have  come  in 
contact.  Would  it  then  be  useful  to  seek  adventures  of 
this  kind  ?  If  Prussia  should  be  drcidedly  hostile,  our 
army  would  in  tjie  first  instance  he  met  by  a  superior  force; 
if  not,  Buonaparte  would  gladly  .«oize  the  opportunity  • 
which  he  had  tieen  long  seeking,  of  snatching  even  the 
bauble  of  a  sceptre  from  the  hand ,  and  the  model  of  a 
crown  from  the  he/Kl  oa  the  Prussian  king.     Under  su<jli 


circamstances,  a  pretext  for  injustice  would  not  be  want- 
ing, eyen  though  (here  should  be  no  ground  ofsuBpicion  ; 
and  this  consideration  alone  was  sufficient  to  induce  the 
gorernment  to  pause  before  it  attempted  such  an  enter- 
prize.  But  besides  this,  what  was  the  actual  state  of  t|ie 
insurrection  in  the  North  ?  A  gallant  soldier,  unauthorised 
bj  bis  sovereign,  had  collected  a  few  followers,  the  Prince 
pi  Hesse,  who  iiad  been  deprived  of  his  dominions ;  was  in 
arms  wHh  a  small  number;  and  the  gallant  Duke  of  Bruns* 
wick  (Hear^  hear  I)  had  traversed,  with  a  body  of  troops, 
the  whole  of  the  North  of  Germany  unmolested — a  proof, 
pertainljr,  of  the  disposition  of  the  people  ;  but  that  dis« 
position  was  quiescent.  This  was  the  extent  of  the  tcmp^ 
tationand  the  means,  and  this  the  extent  of  good.  That 
a  landing  there  would  have  detached  some  troops  from  the 
Danube  was  very  probable.  But  you  had  to  consider  the 
jezpepse  to  yourselves,  and  the  sufferings  you  would  bring 
on  the  North  of  Germany.  Austria  could  not  in  justice 
pall  upon  us  to  relieve  her  at  the  exuense  of  such  suffer* 
ings.  What,  then,  was  the  result?  Why.  that  an  expedi* 
tioR  to  the  Scheldt  was  resolved  upon,  a»  affording  the  best 
prospect  of  assisting  Austria,  by  creating  a  more  power* 
•  lul  diversion.  As  tlus  was  striking  directly  at  the  French 
territories,  though  there  was  no  chance  of  co-operation  i 
he  said  there  was  no  chance  of  co-operation,  and  begged 
that  this  might  be  attended  to,  as  words  which  had  been 
improperly  attributed  to  him  had  been  inserted  in  the 
MoniteuTy  the  French  official  paper,  purporting  that  he 
expected  snch  a  co-operation.  1  iiis  mitrhl  \)o  a  fatal  in^ 
^trument  in  the  hands  of  the  tyrant,  and  tiierefore  he  hoped 
'the  abjuration  of  any  such  expectation  mis^ht  find  its  way 
into  the  same  paper.  No  expectalion  had  been  entertain- 
ed of  co-opcraaon ;  and  the  circumstance  that  recom- 
mended this  expedition  was  ifs  being  addressed  to  a  part 
where  there  was  the  least  temptatioirto  join  us.  He  con- 
.  eluded  that  it  was  improbable  the  people  would  join  us  in 
(hat  quarter,  partly  from  their  more  slugfribh  disposition, 
and  partly  from  the  circumstance  that  whatever  bad  been 
th^  fate  of  other  places,  Antwerp  had  flourished  by  its  an- 
nexation to  France.  H  had|  from  a  town,  in  the  s^treets  of 
whioh|  as  had  lieensaid,  the  grass  grew,  became  a  great 
commei'cial  and  naval  depdt,  by  the  removal  of  a  restric- 
tion which  treaty,  and  not  nature,  had  imposed.  It  was 
evident  then  that  np-co-operation  was  expected ;  that  no* 
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thing  was  looked  to  but  legitimate  bostile  i^ar.     Certainly 
the  inforipation  received  by  government  warranted  the    . 
conclusion,  that  the  country  would  be  found  in  an  unpre- 
pai^  statCyaud  in  fact  it  appeared  from  the  French  official 

«  paper  that  Antwerp  had  not  been  prepared  for  the  attack. 
Some  time  in  September  a  corresponacnce  had  been  pub- 
lished, which  had  taken  place  between  (he  Emperor  and 
therainisler  at  Mar,  in  which  the  latfer  stated,  that  the 
expedition  was  originally  intended  for  Spain  ;  but  no  no-* 
tice  of  the  armistice  had  been  turned  against  Antwerp.- 
Now  the  conclusion  of  the  war  was  certainly  not  the  time 
for  expecting  any  co-operation.  Then  followed  the  orders 
which  had  been  given  to  call  out  the  gens  d*armes,  to 
carry  a  conscription  into  effect,  and  to  put  the  country  " 
in  a  state  of  defence.   Was  it  not  clear,  then,  from  all  this, 

^  that  there  they  were  taken  unpreparwl  ?  So  far,  by  their 
own  confession,  .the  enterprize  had  been  well  and  wisely 
concerted.  But  then  it  was  contended,  that  his  majesty^ 
ministers  must  have  l)een  a^yare  of  the  difficulties  which 
this  operation  had  to  encounter.  The  difficulty/  how- 
ever, was  merely  that  of  taking  the  place  by  surprize  be- 
fore regular  troops  could  be  brought  airainst  us.  Some 
gentlemen  seemed  to  have  very  strange  views  of  what  effect 
difficulties  ought  to  have  upon  government.  They  thought 
that  nothing  ought  to  bent'cinptec]  without  a  plan  and  in- 
structions to  the  mode  of  getting  ovet  every  obstacle  that 
could  possibly  occur.  A  man  at  a  game  of  chess  might, 
'  by  taking  certain  moves  on  the  part  of  his  aiithgonists  for 
granted,  contriveannvst  cxcVllcnt  plan  to  insure  success. 
But,  then  if  the  mover  on  the  other  side  varied,  his  plan 
would  be  worth  nothing.  (Hear^  hear  I)  it  was  imposr 
sible  for  governments  to  form  plans  or  give'instructions 
with  thi^ mechanical  ex^actness.  Mr.  Canning  then  com- 
mented on  the  opinions  of  the  generals.  That  of  the  coifu. 
mander-in-chief  lie  considered  as  a  decision  between  two 
alternatives  in  favour  of  the  course  by  the  Scheldt.  Great 
stress  had  been  laid  on  the  word  ^^  des|)erate*'  in  Colonel 
Gordon's  opinion,  as  if  he  had  meant  that  success  was 
utterly  hopeless.  This  was  a  character,  however,  which 
he  conceived  the  opinion  would  npt  I)enr.  What  was  meant 
to  be  conveyed,  was,  that  celerity  was  necessary,  but,  that 
with  celerity  thc^e  was  good  reason  to  expect  6UCces>.  A 
desire  had  also  been  evmced  to  disparage  the  opinion  t>f 
General  Brownrigg,  because  he  could  state  no  authority 
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for  that  opinion.     But  no  such  objection  had  been  made  to 
the  opinions  of  the  commander-in-chief  and  of  the  resf, 
liCGause  these  itere  understood  as  adverse  to  the  conduct 
of  the  goTernmenf.     But  considering  the  experience  Ge* 
neral  Brownrier^  acquired  on  fhe  Continent,  his  opinion 
alone  would  justify  the  plan  which  government  had  adopt- 
cd.     What  would  gentlemen  have  gained  if  be  had  stated 
his -authorities  ?    Another  question  would  remain,  what 
were  the  authorities  of  these  authorities  ?    The  world  was 
supported  by  the  elephant,  the  elephant  bj  the  tortoise, 
but  uhat  supported  the  tortoise  no5ody  knew.  (A  laugh,) 
He  had  Lord  Chatham's  opinion  in  h\%  favour  in  the  most 
unequivocal  way  possible.    Allez  mes  enfanSf  said  one-* 
Allans  mes  enfansi  said  another.     And  it  was  very  natu- 
rally concluded  that  the  opinion  of  the  latter  was  the  best. 
Lord  Chatham  had  not  only  agreed  in  the  propriety  of 
the  expedition*  but  had   undertaken  to  connuct  it.     It 
had  .been  asserted  that  no  instance  in  modem  times  justi- 
fied the  hope  of  taking  a  fortified  place  )ike  this  by  sur- 
prize.    That  of  Copenhagen  had  been  jnrjectedy  becanse, 
as  was  said,  there  had  b^n  too  much  surprize.*    (//ear, 
hear  1)    Mr.  Canning  then  stated  a  variety  of  instances 
in  which  strong  fortresses  had   been  taken  by  surprize, 
puraonriez  marched  through  Flanders  io  Holland,  and 
4ook  Bergen-op-Z(»om,  Breda,  &c.    by  surprise,  or  at 
least  without. a  reg^dar  siege,  nil  of  them  well  garrisoned* 
But   if  might 'l)e  said,  that  these  surrendered  from  the 
revolutiofiary  sentiments  which  at  that  time  prevailed. 
Why,  then,  look  at  Pra<;ue,  a  fortress  which  htid  been 
considered  as  impregnublo,  but  which  bad  been  taken  in 
seven  days.     The  great  Conde  had  sat  before  Ijcrida  for 
months,  but  could  not  succeed  ;  but  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
carried   it  by  surprize  in  a  fortnight.     He  who,  like  the 
General  at  Ulum,  would  do  nothing  because  certain  moves 
were  against  him,  nt^ht  be  a  verv  good  tactician,  but 
was  not  a  uarrior  for  these  times.    He  remembered  having 
heard  that  a  book  had  been  published  by  the  French  aca- 
demicians, on  a  certain  occasion,  to  prove  that  some  pnv 
ject  which  ^as  in  contemplation  in  £ngland  was  imprac- 
ticable.    There  was  plus  A — minus  B;  eaual  to  C;  and 
in  short  it  was  mathematically  demonstrated  that  the  thing 
was  impossible,  and  yet  it  had  succeeded.    ( Ucar^  hear^ 
nnd  a  laugh !)    It  was  true  gentlemen  xame  forward  with 
their  mathematical  leasoauigs  now  under  gre!it  advan* 
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tages^  «s  th«  expedition  was  known  to  have  failed  in  it«. 
main  object.    But  he  argued  that  this  failure  proceeded 
from  causes  which  it  was  utterly  impossible  fqf  human 
wisdom  to  eontroul.     ft  arose  from  the  nedessity  of  goii^_ 
inio  the  Roompot,  and  the  consequent  prevention  of  tak« 
ing  Cadsand  ;  and  would  any  pue  say,  that  had  Cadsancl 
been  taken  there  was  not  good  reasons  to  have  expected 
success  ?^   From  the  severe  countenance  of  an  honourablo 
friend  opposite  (a  lau^h)y  he  doubted  there  were  judges 
in  the  house  before  wnom  the  accused  must  plead  theii^ 
cause  under  great  disadvantages.     (Hear^  hear  !>    Tliere 
were  some  to  whom  tbey  bad  had  to  justify  triumph,  and 
to  make  .victory  pardonable.     About  their  opinions  he 
was  rather  indifferent,  but  to  the  house  he  submitted  his 
case  with  the  greatest  deference  and  anxiety,  trusting  that 
they  would  not  regard  with  too  much  harshness  and  sc* 
verity  the  conduct  of  flio^e  to  ^hom  the  malice  of  man 
could  attribute  no  motive  but  what  was  good*    (Hear^ 
hear  I)    But  ho  had  to  complain  of  a  disposition  in  gen* 
tlemen  to  look  too  much  one  way.     He  never  heard  them 
censure  the  conduct  of  Buonaparte  in  attacking  Acre,  and 
in  shutting  himself  up  in  the  i&Iand  of  In  der  Lob^u,  al* 
though  the  latter  project  hud  been  considered  by  military 
men  as  a  great  error..    They  never  detracted  from  his  fame 
on  account  of  the  ra^h  enterprizes,  thounch  they  would 
confine  the  government  to  mathematical  calculations.    But 
what  would  be  said,   if  the  French  arqiy  had  been  for 
three  months  in  the  Isleof  Wight,^lhreatening  the  arsenal 
Hi  Portsmouth  ?     What  could  they  then  have  said  in  their  . 
justification?     And  yet,  extravagant  as  this  supposition 
miifht  appear,  the  enterprizt^  against  Antwerp  was  of  a 
similar  description 'with  respect  t  >  France.     Tnough  that 
enierprize  failed,  was  it  a  necessary  consequence  that  the 
failure  implied  blame  in  those  by  whom  the  expedition 
had  t)een  projected?     lie  thought  he  might  leave  that 
considenition  io  the  justice  of  ihe  house.     He  confessed 
his  first  views  on  this  subject  were  such  as  he  thought 
would  have  jiistifiiMJ  him  in  not  voting  at  all.     But  the 
second  resolution  turned  but  to  be  of  a  nit ure  to  call  for 
his  vote  and  opinion.     He  held  that  resolution  to  be  un« 
.  just  ^nd   immeasurably,  or  unmercifully  (wc  were  not 
sure  which)  severe.     No  man  could  conscientiously,  say, 
thsU   his  majesty's   ministers   with   Walcheren   in   their 
ba,nds,  and  with  so  many  reasons  for  retaining  it,  were 
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bound  to  have  come  io  an  imrnediate  decision*     Gentle- 
men who  lookt'd  to  the  consequences  \vhich  they  ardently 
desired,   nuijsht  perhaps  endeavour    to   persuade  .tbeai« 
lelves  that  the  conduct  of  government  was  highly  blame- 
able  in  this  respect.     But  no  ofie  who  looking  at  their 
lituation  coolly  -and  impartially  could  think  so.     Much 
btante  had  been  attributed  io  tli6m  for  sendin^^  an  expe- 
dition to  a  place  where  disease  was  so  prevalent,  and  he 
must  come  in  for  his  share  of  that  censure.     The  autho- 
rity of  an  eminent  physician,  Sir  John  Pringle,  was  quot- 
ed to  support  the  imputation.     But  he  maintained  that 
this  book  proved  a  great  deal  too  much,  for  if  taken  in 
its  fullest  extent,  it  would  follow  that  no  expedition  ought 
io  go  to  any  part  of  Dutch  Flanders  ;  and  this  would  con- 
demn mpst  of  our  expeditions,  and  the  whole  of  those  of 
which  he  wrote  the  history.    That  all  who  read  these 
papers  most    deeply  feel  the  miseries   incident  to  war 
was  nnquestionable,  but  thousfh  these  miseries  had  been 
brought  near  to  gentlemen,  and  though  it  might  answer, 
particular  purposes  to  dwell  upon  them  (Aear,  hear  I) 
he  begged  of  members  not  to  deceive  themselves  as  to  the 
tenure  by  which   they  held   tlieir  West  India  islands* 
Every  one  knew  that  there  were  evils  attached  to  a  state 
of  war,  besides  what  arose  from  engagements  in  the  field; 
but  he  hoped  gentlnnen  would  not  think  that,  by  severity 
in  this  instance,   they  could  procure    absalution    from 
others.     Walchrren  had  often  been  an  object  of  British 
desire,  aye^  and  of  British  possession  ;  and  now  it  was  of 
more  importance  to  this  country  than  ever.     It  had  been 
stated,  that  it  had  bcvn  provided  by  treaty,  that  the  regi- 
ment f»f  Berue,  in.  the  Dutch    service,  should    not    be  . 
obliged  to  serve  in  Walchercn.     lie  could  not  take  upon 
himselfto  contradict  this  ;  but  he  could  alBrm  with  truth^ 
that  the  reghncnt  of  Heme  had,  within  the  last  20  years^ 
more  than  once  actually  garrisoied  Walchcren.     And  he 
could  further  say,  that,  in  Du  pout's  collection  of  Treaties, 
he  could   find   no  such  clause  ;  though  there  was. an  ar- 
ticle, providing  that  the  Swiss  auxiliark*s  should  not  serve 
in  Batavia,  and  the  other  Dutch  colonies.     This  might 
very  nitturally   have  been  stipulated,  and   the   foreiga 
troops  here  were  not  bound  to  serve  in  our  colonies.     But 
still  all  this  was  a  question  of  degree.     He  admitted  that 
the  miseries  incident  to  an  unhealthy  situation  averba« 
lunced  many  grait  political  advantnges.    The  custotn^dC^ 
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Antvittp  formed  one-third  of  (hose  of  the  whole  French 
empire^  and  Walcheren^  bj  commanding  the  mouth  of 
liie  Scheldt,  was  So  important  in  this  as  well  as  in  other 
respects,  thiit  ^reat  effirts  to  retain  it  were  perfectly  jus- 
tifiable, and  his  majesty  s  ministers  might  therefore,  with- 
ont  blame,  have  hesitated  before  they  /^aye  it  up.  He 
would  therefore  Tote  af^aiI1^t  (he  second  resolution ;  but 
he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  propose  some  amendments 
in  the  resolution  on  this  sabjoct  moved  by  his  gallant 
friend  (General  Graufurd).  Your  measures  in  favour  of. 
your  allies  must  rest  for.  their  justification  on  the  prop6r« 
tionate  good  you  might  be  enabled  to  do.  But  after  the 
&i|are,  as  to  Antwerp,  lie  saw  no  hopes  of  an  instirrection  i 
and  besides,  your  force  was  not  in  the  place  where  it  coiild 
support  an  insurrection.  But  nothing  could  be  expected 
from  an  insurrection,  after  Austria  had  abandoned  the  Ty* 
Tolese.  The  destruction  of  the  works  of  Flushing  did  not 
of  itself' justify  the  delay.  But  he  conceived  that,  as  go* 
vernment  had  be<fn  engaged  in  receiving  reports^  ^ome  dP 
which'  encourage  the  hope  of  retaining  Walchcrert,  it 
coold  not  be  imputed  to  ihem  as  matter  of  blame,  that 
they  had  not  come  to  an  immediate  decision.  He  would 
vote  for  the  conclusion,  therefore,  that  no  blame  attache4 
to  the  government;  but  he  must  change  the  premises. 
He  could  not  believe  that  the  house,  considering  toe  enemy 
we  bad  to  deal  with,  would  be  disposed  to  render  rtepon- 
sibility  so  heavv  as  to  crush  all  enterprise.  Mr.  Canning 
concluded  witn  observing,  that  danger  was  not  to  be 
hastily  apprehended  from  every  trifling  discomfiture^  that 
the  magnificent  and  substantial  fabric  of  the  constitution 
was  not  \o  be  destroyed  by  withdrawing  from  it  a  single 
plank,  and  that  oh  every  ground  of  principle  he  should 
oppose  the  resolutions  of  Ihe  noble  lord. 

Ifr.  fVhil bread  smdi  much  as  he  had  been  snrpvized 
at  many  things  which  had  been  uttered  in  hiss|)eech  by 
the  right  honourable  gentieonan  who  had  just  sat  down^  he 
was  still  more  burprized  at  one  omission  which  that  right 
bononrablc  gentleman  had  made.  To  supply  that  omis-. 
sion,  be  had  a  right  to  call  upon  that  right  honourable 
gentleman,  on  the  part  of  thai  house  and  of  the  country. 
He  looked  upon  him  as  a  man  more  responsible  than  the 
noble  lord  (CastleR'agh)  for  the  failure  ot  the  expedition  ; 
be  considered  him  as  deeply  responsible  (or  having  done 
that  which,  in  the  history  of  the  country,  no  other  man 
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could  be  toiind  (o  Itflvc  done.  That  ri^lit  honourable  gen* 
tleman,  knowinsr  whniihe  interests  of  the  country  required 
— knowing  too  all  those  niea5»ures  wliich  were  in  contem- 
plation, and  going  on,  and  having  information  of  the  ex« 
pedition  iivhich  was  in  preparation,  did,  on  the  16th  day 
of  April  last,  go  and  declare  to  the  Onkeof  Portland,  then 
at  the  head  of  the  government^  that  the  minister  who  was' 
to  have  the  bonduct  of  that  expedition  was  not  competent 
to  his  situation ;  that  the  man  on  whom  that  duty  de* 
volvedj  however  he  might  esteem  him  ip  private,  however' 
he  might  value  him  for  his  good  qualities  and  virtues,  was 
not  competent  to  his  public  situation ;  (hear^  hear-)  that 
the  man  with  whom  he  was  in  habits  of  friendship  and 
confidential  intercourse  was  so  unfit  for  his  office  as  to  be 
incapable  of  conducting  the  expedition.  Not  satisfied 
with  this,, the  right  horiuurable  gentleman  went  to  his  ma- 
jesty to  make  the  same  communication,  for  fear  of  any 
mistake.  But  to  the  noble  lord  himself  he  never  commu- 
jiicated  his  opinion,  that  he  thought  him  incapable  of 
performing  the  duties  of  his  situation,  biit  suffered  him  to 
originate  and  conduct  to  a  close  that  expedition,  which 
bad  terminated  so  disgracefully  for  the  cquntry.  (Loud 
m'ics  of  hear  f  hear-)  The  noble  lord,  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, in  a  speech,  which  was  said  to  have  produced  much 
impression  and  effect,  but  which  had  certainly  produced 
no  impression  on  his  mind,<  used  an  expression  as  applied 
to*  the  government,  which  lie  should  have  occasion  to  no- 
tice by  and  by.  In  thftt  instance  the  noble  lord  had  stated, 
that  the  administratinn  was  founded  on  a  rock.  (Hear^ 
hear!)  Little  did  the  noble  lord  on  that  occasion  suspect 
that  the  tbck  was  minqd.  (J/earj  hear!)  Litlle  did  he 
think  that  be  was  in  dang(*r  of  being  blown  alod  in  the 
springing  of  the  mine.  But  as  it  often  happens  to  him 
who  kindles  the  train,  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  laid  it  was  also  blown  up  with  him.  It  was  the  wish 
of  the  right  hon<>nrable  gentleman  to  place  the  noble  lord 
in.anothcr  situ-^lion,  a  cliange  wiiich  the  generous  feelings 
of  that  noble  Jord,  and  he  u as  ready  to  give,  htm  every 
credit'  for  those  generous  feelings,  could  not  be  brought  to 
brook  or  submit  to."  It  was  not  his  intention  to  impute 
improper  motives  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman;  but 
lie  was  ^ure  tlmi  he  was  bound,  both  as  a  public  man,  a 
rainistei*,  and  a  statesman,  to  preserve  his  character  free 
from  huch  imputations.     If  it  appealed  from  history,  that 
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men  frequently  enga<»ed  in  wars  with  .1  view  to*  preserve 
their  situations  ;  if  they  were  lold  of  Louvois,  that  when 
he  incurred  the  anger  of  Lotiis  XIV.  he  induced  his 
master  to  embark  in  a  war  which  was  to  bring  destruc- 
tion  upon  thousands  of  .the  human  race,  these  instances 
-shouldybe  a  warning*'  m  tne  rig^ht  honourable  <!fontleman, 
and  make  him  cjircfnl  how  he  should  suftVr  himsdf  to  be 
inflocnced  by  similar  motives.  He  was  not  disposed  \x^ 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  thr  personal  feeling's  and 
circumstances  of  tl*e  transaction  l)etw«*pn  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  and  the  noble  lord.  But  the  ri^ht  honour- 
able gentleman  had  1  wice  appealed  1;)  tlie  public,  ^nd  once 
again  by  his  friends.  As  one  of  the  public,  he,  leaviilg 
both  the  noble  lord  and  the  right  hoiiourable  gentleman 
at  the  thresholds  of  their  otiiccs,  and  passing  over  every 
thing  private  or  personal  in  the  case,  had  a  right,  upon 
public  grounds^  to  demand  from  the  right  honourable  gen*- 
tleman  some  satisfacfory  explanation.  With  regard  to. 
this  whole  proceedings  he  professed  hirnscflf  to  be  the  par- 
tizan  of  the  noble  lord,  and  not  the  abettor  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman*  (Flear^  hear !)  So' far  as  re- 
garded the  publii3,  he  would  ^sk  the  right  honourdblegen- 
treman  how  he  could  answer  the  question  which  he  then  ^ 
called  upon  him  to  answer,  and  which  had  been  put 
to  him  before,  a  month  since,  without  obtaining  any  reply  ? 
He  would  ask  the  right  honourable  gentleman  how  he 
coujd  answer  to  his  sovereign,  how  to  that  house,  how  to 
the  Country  ?  Tlie  right  honourable  gentleman  had  had 
on  that  occasion  oral  communications  with  lii:j  sovereign, 
which  he  had  concetded  from  his  coliragiu\s.  After  he 
had  confessed  that  by  his  vote  he  had  comlemned  the  se- 
cret transmission  of  written  communicalions  to  his  majesty, 
how  was  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  drfcnd  his 
own  conduct  in  that  instance  ?  lie  was  aware  tliat  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had,  on  the  forjner  night,  at- 
tempted to  put  a  distinction  between  oral  and  written  com- 
munications, which  was  not  inlelli;ri[)|o  to  iiim.  It  would 
remain,  therefore,  for  that  right  honuuiSblc  genileraan  to 
shew  in  what  that  distinction  c<)n.si>t<\l,  if  tiie  question 
could  be  ntluced  to  a  shape  in  whicli  iIkt  coiihl  touch  it. 
Had  not  the  right  honourable  gcnilcMnan  pronounced  a 
noble  person  guilty  for  making  an  olFicial  eoninuinication 
to  his  niffjesty  with  a  request  of  hvcrvcy  ?  and  in  whaS 
did  the  case  of  the  right  honouhibic  gentleman  diifcr  from 
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Ihnl  ?  The  right  honontable  gentleman  bad  told  Ihcm 
that  they  nerer  found  fault  mih  Bonaparte.  He  had  told 
Ihem  that  they  bad  often  fonnd  fault  xvith  his  roftjesty'« 
•ittiniflters,  and  asked  whether  they  had  ever;  in  any 
instance,  blamed  thetM)ndnct  of  Honaparte  for  having  been 
foiled  aikl  defeated  at  Acre'?  Biit'^rhat  had  that  house  to 
do  with  Bonaparte  i    Their  business  was  not  with  Bona- 

Earte,  his  projects,  or  his  failures,  but  with  the  right 
onourable  gentleman  and  the  noble  lord  ;  but,  above  all, 
•with  the"  right  honourable  gentlemati,  fdr  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  conducted  himself,  in  leaving  the  manage- 
ment of  the  campaign  in  the  hands  of  a  person  whom  be 
had  denonncfd  as  incapable.  .  The  noble  lord  had  under- 
taken and  conducted  the  expedition,  supposing  himself 
^mpetent  to  it :  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  on  the 
contrary,  suffere^I  a  person  to  imdertake  a  measure  of  sq 
•much  importance  to  the  interests  and  honour  of  the  nation^ 
•whom  he  looked  upon  as  incompetent.  (Hear^  kear!)^ 
The  lioble  lord  was^  responsible  for  the  failure  of  the  expe- 
dition ;  the  right  h(moufa1)le  gentleman  was  responsible  for 
having  suffered  it  to  be  conducted  by  one  whom  he  thought 
•incapable,  and  in  whose  management  it  had  ultimately 
failed.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  bad  entered  into 
a  long  and  fanciful  detail  of  observations  respecting  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe,  a  system  which  had  afioge- 
kher  Vanished  from  the  political  world.  There  was  no 
longer  any  possibility  of  such  a  combination  in  Europe,  as 
in  those  times  could  be  Ic^oked  to  with  any  good  prospect 
of  restoring  the  lost  equilibrium.  After  ridiculing,  in  un^ 
qualified  terms,  the  idea  of  an  expedition  directed  to  the 
Adriatic  and  Trieste,  and  bestowing  nearly  i^qual  ridici|le 
on  the  notion  of  an  expedition  to  the  north  of  Germany, 
the  right  lion,  gentleman  then  took  credit  to  himself,  and 
Ihe  government  of  which  he  had  been  a  member,  for  their 
humanity  and  forbearance  in  not  exciting  or  er\couraging 
an  insurrection  in  any  part  of  the  Continent,  which  they 
had  not  the  moans  ot  supporting:  as  if  any- such  consi-  . 
derations  nad  influenced  their  conduct  in  abstaifiinir  from 
puch  a  proccHiding.  Oh!  those  tender  Iambs  of  Copen- 
hagen !  Oh  I  fh  sehumam;  and  merciful  souls,  who  shrunk 
from  the  cruvlty  of  exciting  to  insurrection  those  unfortu- 
nate persons  wl^o  may  have  been  disponed  to  rise  against 
their  rulers,  but  who  could  not  rise  with  effect !  What  an 
overflow  of  human  kindness  itmusir  have  been  which  could 


make  tbem^OiBteui  ftom  the  atoedty  of  stimnf  np  to  fruit* 
less  eforte  an  uorufy  populatioD,  even  tkoiign  for  air  ob* 
ject  which  they  themselires  looked  upon  as  important?  I( 
could  not  be  denied  (hat  the  moment  was  fiisrourable  for  an 
attack  npon  Bonaparte  at  a  time  when  hjs  forces  had  been 
withdrawn  from  the  coast  and  the  interior,  and  when  bis 
fortane  had  been  baiaiiced,  and  his  fate  suspended  on  (he 
Danube^     Both  the  noble  lord  and  the  'honourable  general 
opposite,  (Craufurd)  had  asserted,  that  the  people  in  the 
north  of  Germany  would  rise;  they  had  also  stated,  that 
Bonaparte  had  iotit  50,000  men  at  the  battle  of  Asperoe. 
Could  it  be  dooMcd,  that  if  an  army  of  ^0,000  British 
troops  had  been  landed  in  the  north  of  Germany,  it  would 
have  turned  the  forluae  of  the  campaign,  if  there  was  any 
^oiindforeaEpeetingan  insurrection  iii  the  north,  anex^ 
pectation  which  he  never  entertained }    But  if  there  bad 
been  any  reason  to  calculate  on  such  an  insuneetion,  he 
^wouldask  whether  a  British  army  of  40,000  men,  landed 
at  that  period,  in  that  quarter,  would  not,  have  afforded 
the  best  prospect  of  overturning  the  fortnne  and  pawer  ot 
Bonaparte?    I'be  noble  lord  hod  talked,  in  a  strain  of 
boasting,  of  his  projects,  and  the  operations  which  had 
been  in  contemplation.     But  after  the  evidence  they  bad 
beard,  they  must  be  sensible  that  it  was  their  poverty 
alone  that  kept  their  forces  at  home»    To  this  fact  they 
.  bad  the  conclusive  evidence  of  Mr.  Huskisson — evidence 
to  which  be  begged  to  call  the  most  serious  attention  of 
the  faouse^  but  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
from  the  nature  of  his  observations,  seemed  neither  t<|  have 
heard  nor  read.     It  was  of  no  signification  whether  they 
bad  100,000  disposable  troops  or  not ;  whether  an  oppor* 
tunity  presented  itself  for  employing  them  with  effect  on 
the  Continent  or  not ;  whatever  opinion  might  be  enter- 
tained of  the  practicabiKiy  of  particular  operations,  the 
'want  of  money  was  an  inseparable  bar.     It  had  been  said 
by  the  right  honourable  gejitleroan,  that  .the  members  of 
the  government,  of  which  he  had  been  a  member,  had 
considered   the  relative  circumstancesi  advantages,  and 
prospects  of  an  operation  in  Italy,  in  the  north,  or  else* 
wiiere,  before  the  fiat  had  been  issued  for  directing  it  to' 
tin*  Scheldt.     But  he  must  contend,  that  before  the  war 
had  broken  out  between  Bonaparte  and  Austria,  the  expo* 
^  dition  to  the  Scheldt  had  been  decided  upon.    Amontrtit 
other  facts  produced  by  the  right  hououi^uble  gentloaiiui, 
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he  bad  alluded,  to  a  speech  delivered  by  a  near  and  dear 
relative  of  i\is  (Lord  Grej),  a  short  time  after  he  quitted 
office,  in  Mrhich  his  relative  recommended  to  the  cunsidera* 
\ion  of  (he  ministers  who  succeeded  him,  the  importance 
of  the  Scheldt  and  Antwerp.  Whether  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  took  up  the  idea  before  or^  after  his  noble 
Illation  had  been  said  to  have  suggested  it  to  him,  he  did 
not  know;  b«il  this  he  could  well  recollect,  that  in  a 
speech  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  a  short  time 
after  he  came  into  office,  be  declared,  that  whenever  a 
measure  of  policy  was  recommended  to  him  by  his  prede- 
cessors in  office,  wherever  he  could  trace  tlieir  steps,  it 
would  be  a  warning  to  him  not  to  follow  in  the  same  track. 
In  calling  the  attention  of  the  house,  however,  to  what  had 
been  said  on  the  former  occasion  by  Lord  Ilowick  (now  s. 

Lord  Grev)  upon  the  subject  of  Walcheren,  he  had  for|^t  - 
to  state  that  the  same  subject  had  successively  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  government  of  Mr.  Pitt,  of  Lord  Sid« 
mouth,  of  Mr.  Pitt  again,  and  of  the  succeeding  adminis* 
tration,  as  well  as  of  the  present ;  and  that,  after  the  roost 
mature  consideration,  all  idea  of  an  attempt  upon  Wal« 
eheren  had  been  abandoned  (hear^  hear!)  by  each,  until 
th&  fatal  resolution  of  the  administration  of  the  Ouke  of  v 

Portland.  The  expedition  thus  undertaken  had  failed, 
and  he  therefore  had  to  call  upon  the  house  of  commons 
to  avenge  the  public  upon  those  ministers  who  liad  sub-, 
jected  the  nation  to  this  calamity ;  but,  above  all,  upon 
that  individual  who  had  declared  to  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
and  afterwards,  for  fear  (if  mistake,  had  gone  to  declare 
to  the  King,  that  the  minister  intrusted  with  its  .conduct 
was  incompetent  to  his  situation.  .  "" 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  favoured  them 
with  an  explanation  of  the  vote  which  be  inlendcd  to  give, 
and  taken  credit  to  himself  for  voting  against  the  resolu« 
tion  censuring  the  policy  of  the  expedition  to  the  Scheldt^ 
But  where  was  the  merit  in  (hut  ?     Was  not  the  right  hon. 

Sentleman,  in  giving  that  vote,  promoting  his  own  defence, 
e  baving  been  one  of  the  prime  movers  and  abettors 
of  the  expedition  ?  But  it  should  never  be  forgotten,  that 
on  the  day  when  the  intelligence  of  Lord  Chatham  having 
abandoned  the  further  prosecution  of  the  ulterior  objects 
of  the  expedition  had  been  received — on  the  day  when  the. 
accounts  were  brought  of  the  retreat  of  Lord  Wellington's 
ai;niy ;  and  that^  nptwithstaudiug  the  battle  of  Talavera, 
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it  could  not  maintain  its  (losition, — on  Ihe  day  wli^n  we  were 
iikforrned  of  the  result  of  the  foolish  and  unprofitable  expedi-  ' 
tion  against  Iscbia  and  ^rocida,  a  result  which  any  man  of 
sense  must  have  anticipated, — on  that  day,  when  the  cabi« 
net  was  overwhelmed  with  an  accumulation  of  disastrous 
intelli^bce,  and  grievously  perplexed  about  Ihe  best  means 
of  extricating  the  country  from  the  difficulties  in  which  It 
w.as  involved, — on  that  very  day  the  right  honmirablc 
gentleman  called  npon  the  Duke  of  Portland  t6  fulfil  his 
promise  respecting  the  removal  of  the  noble  lord,  ofFerini^ 
the  alternative  of  his  own  resignation.  At  a  time  when 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  must  have  b^en  aware,  that  . 
the  noble  lord  who  had  planned  and  conducted  the  exije- 
dition,  must  be  the  most  proper  person  to  superintend  the 
measures  necessary  respecting,  the  retreat  and  security  of 
the  army,  one  might  have  supposed  that  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  would  have  some  regard  to  the  situation  of- 
liis  colleagues  and  of  the  country.  ,But  no :  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  no  mercy  for  colleagues;  in 
the  puffsoil  of  his  own  views  of  ambition,  he  cared  not. 
what  embarrassment  he  brought  upon  them  or  upon  tiie 
country. 

"  Hot,  cold,  wet,  and  dry, 
**  All  contend  for  mastery ; 
"  But  he  threw  Chaos  in." 

The  ri^ht  bonotirable  gentleman  sou<;ht  the  highest  official 
station  m  the  administration,  in  which  he  was  disappointed  ;. 
and  the  intrigues  that  followed  brought  the  Marquis  Wei- 
lesley  into  the  office  which  that  right  honourable  gentler- 
man  held  at  the  time  when  he  wished  to  introduce  that 
noble  lord  into  another.  When  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  so  conducted  himself^  he  was  not  surprized  at 
Ihe  vote  which  he  meant  \o  grve.  On  the  contrary,  he 
should  have  been  much  surprized  if  he  would^have  been 
tempted  to  vote  against  his  former  colleagues*  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  quoted  some  passages  from  the 
MonUeur^  to  show  that  Antwerp  \^as  not  in  a  state  of  de« 
fence  at  the  time  the  expedition  sailed.  He  had  also  told 
them,  that  this  town  was  the  darling  object  of  Bonaparte's 
attention  ;  that  it  had  been  made  by  him  a  grand  empo- 
rium of  commerce,  and  a  great  naval  depdt ;  and  then 
winding  himself  to  an  hyperbole,  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman asserted  that  one  third  of  the  customs  duties  of 
Fiance  were  collected  in  the  port  of  Antwerp ;  that  so 


miieli  Btlpport  was  derived  to  the  tyrannF  of  Fraitoe  horn 
that  city;    was  it  credible  then  that  Bonaparte   wonid 
have  k*u  so  itii|)oriant  a  place  nitliout  adequate  means  of 
defeiKe  ?  Antwerp  had  been  acknowledged  bj  the  honour* 
able  general,  the  noble  lord,  nod  the  risht  hononmble  een« 
tleman,  to  havcljeen  the  best  object  tor  the  .expedition ; 
and  vet  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  stated,  that 
the  Antwerpers  were,  perhaps,  the  only  people  in  the  do- 
minions of  France  that  had  mo^t  reason  to  bless  the  acci« 
dental  circumstances  tliat  made  them  prosper  nnder  the 
government  of  Fnince*    It  had  been  contended)  that  the 
expedition  had  effectetl  a'  powerful  diversion  in  favour  of 
Adiitria  ;  jet  the  evidence  shewed  that  it  could  never  have 
led  to  protracted  operations.     The  evidence  of  Mr.  Hus-' 
kissoH  proved  clearly  that  the  expedition  could  not  have 
been  sent  to  Germany  or  Italy  for  want  of  money*.    So  that 
after  all  it  was  only  Antwerp,  and  the  arsenals  there  and 
in  WaFcheren,  including,  perhaps,  the  retention  of  WaU 
cberen,  that  coald  have  been  the  objects  of  the  expedition. 
What  diversion  could  arise  from  such  operations  in  sQp« 
port'of  Austria  ?    The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  as- 
sorted,  that  we  w^re  not  ^und  to  give  assistance  to  Aos« 
tria  ;  but  when  that  power  ^ad  oetcrnrined  to  make  an 
'effort  against  France,  it  was  clear  that  she  ought  to  have 
been  supported.     But  no;   the  right  honourable  gentle- 
roan,  stih  acting  upon  the  selfish  policy,  would  direct  the 
force  of  England  for  British  objects  to  the  Scheldt,  where 
no  diversion  could  be  effected  in\favour  of  Austria.  Wbea 
the  bauble  of  the  sceptre,  and  tlie  military  force  of  Prussia, 
had  been  wielded  by  Frederick  the  Great,  they  were  suc- 
cessful in  every  part  of  Europe,  and  it  was  not  the  fiiult  of 
the  Prussian  holcliers,  but  the  want  of  mind  to  command 
them  against  Bonaparte,  that  caused  the  annihilation  of 
the  Prussian  army.     The  British  troops,  the  brave  British 
army,  would  also  prove  a  bnui)Ie,  if  badly  commanded. 
I^t   the  right    honourable,  gcntlemon  then  abstain  from 
Cfdumniating  the  brave  soldiers,  but  attribute,  a.<  he  ought, 
all  the  sufferings  of  the  Prussian  monarchy  to  the  incapa- 
city of  their  rulers  dnd  commanders. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  quoted  some  pas- 
sages from  ^  s|}eech  of  his  extracted  from  a  I^mdon  print 
into  the  Moniieur^  as  if  some  terrible  punishment  should 
be  inflicted  by  the  French  ruler  or\  his  subjects  in  conse- 
quence.   Tho  honouraUe  gentleman  need  not  be  ap{MEe^ 
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hensiye.  fto/Aparte  bacl  acted,,  and  \vill  continue  to  d^. 
ifhat  fii  pleased,  Witbout  Ih^at  ri^ht  honourable  epeiitle,"^ 
man  tgjrtg  consulted.  ,  In  *tlic  irruption  of  the  Froacl;^ 
under  Dunpduriez,  ihto/Hoiland,,^]t  the  tojvns  {^lliided  t(j 
had  op^hdd  their  gates,  e:tcl»pt  Willianislajt.  Bathtth.e  . 
riobVe  Ibr^  aii3  tt^  right  l^on(>urablegcnt1ei;)an.had;s^d, 
iliat  tfi\py'haa  not  expected  so  .much  re$istance  as. bad  been 
encoanterd(i-'  Fjfe  was  sorry  to  couple  the  noble  lord  v^Xih 
tlie  right  b'onourable  gentloraan^  but  in  answering  an  argu  ► 
ment  urged  by  both,  liow ever  reluctantly,  he.wa^  obligee. 
to  coup\^  tbera.  .  The  honourable  gentleman  then  showec 
that  the  progress  of  the  expedition  had  not  oeen  jretard^c 
by  the  whole  having  been  blown  into  fye  Rooi^pot,  as  th0 
division  of  the  Marquis  of  Huntley  was  to  attack  Cadsaiic]]^ 
and  was  prevented  from  doing  so  only  by  ((le  want  of  boats; 
The  honourable  member  then  took  a.  view:of  tthe  argi\^ 
ments  of  the  noble  lord  (Ca^llefeagh),  ^ho,  b©  pbserved^ 
in  vain^  bottomed  bimsQlf  lipoii  Lprd  Chatham  and  thf 
cx|]^edition  against  Rochsfort.  and  then  proceeded  to.  a 
-height  where,  he  continued  .elevated,  like  tjie  poor  Monk 
on  rompey*s  pillar.     Leaving  the  jioblc lord  uponhis  imar 

?;inary  height,  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  drive  hina  . 
irom  bis  other  holds,  >vhen  he  would  be.  left  bottomless^ 
The  noble  lord  had,  however,  tried  to  bottom  himself 
on  Lord  Chatham  I  the  great  Lord  Chatham  !    Why,  if 
the  talent  of  the  whole  administration  was  united,  and 
cotnparcd   with   the  single  intellect  of  that  one  man,  ii 
would  look  as  "  Ossa  to  a  Wart."     Lord  Chatham  dis- 
lodged a  wretched  and  intriguing  cabal ;  he  wasdismissea 
from  otiice;  he  rose  superior  to  his  difficulties,   gained 
strength   from  the  fall  of  the  mean' administration  which 
superseded  him,  and  rai«^ed   England  to  the  pinnQQJe  of 
glory  on  which  she  stood  proudly  at  the  commencement  of 
this  reign.    On  such  a  man's  acts,  he  feared  the  noble  lord 
could   establish  no  precedent  for  his  conduct.     Failing 
here,  the  noble  lord  next  bottomed  himself  upon  General 
Wolfe!     General  Wolfe  went  to  Quebec,  most  probably 
ignorant  of  his  ultimate  destination  ;  but  he  succeeded  in 
his  designs,  und  General  Wolfe  stands,  both  for  us  and 
tor  future  times,  a  model  of  cnterprizc  and  discretion.— 
{/tear J  hear!)     The  next  person  to  whom  the  noble  lord 
haci  recourse^was  Lord  Nelson  !     Lord  Nelson  had  a  (ore^ 
iight  peculiarly  his  own,  to  which  he  ieared  the  preecn^ 
attempted  parallel  was  but  ill  suited  ;  at  Aboukir  he  dc- 
Voull.— 18Ja*  LI 
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pended  on  hioiself ;  he  law  that  hb  ships  could «ail  where 
those  of  the  enemy  swam,  and  be  made  an  attack  on  them : 
only  one  6hip  of  as  pliant  a  captain  as  any  in  the  nar^ 
went  on  shore ;  and  Nelson  said  be  was  glad  of  it^as  it 
•erted  the  others  as  a  buoy  ;  he  succeeded  in  his  attack^ 
and  attained  a  glory,  in  tlie  comparison  of  whicb  the  pre* 
lent  imbecility  sunk  doubly.  (Hear^  hear !)  At  Trafiil* 
gar  he  ini proved  on  the  expedient  of  Clatke ;  and  at  Co* 

B^nbagen  he  confirmed  all  ills  former  successes,  and  esta- 
bhed  bis  future  glory.  On  this  roan  either,  it  was  to  be 
feared,  tlie  noble  lord  could  find  no  bottom.^  The  next 
precedent  cbpscn  was  the  cxpedtUon  to  Egypt :« that  ex- 
pedition first  wa6  intended  for  Belleisle^  and  had  actually 
proceeded  to  Ferrol :  it  went,  however,  to  Egypt ;  and  the 
event  covered  Abeicrombie  and  bis  brave  coacfjutors  with 

(lolry.  On  this  alsabe  feared  there  was  no  lx>ltoro»  {Ueafy 
rar!)  He  did  not  know,  indeed,,  where  the  present  mi- 
nistry could  find  a  parallel.  He  would  femina  the  house^ 
however,  of  the  expressions  of  tbe^fmif  Frederick  rela- 
tive to  the  men  who  had  preceded  JLioird  Chatham.  The 
lioose  might  apply  them.  '  '^  They  were/*  said  he,  ^'a 
batch  of  wretched  little  lawyers,  presuming  to  compare 
"tbemselve^bto  Prince  Eugene,  whom  the  great  Lord  .Chat'* 
bi^m  ousted./'  (Hear^  hear^  hear  J)  Having  in  vain  tried 
to  bottom  themselves,  then,  upon  great  precedents,  they 
had  recourse  to  such  authority  as  existed  among  tbem<| 
fidves;  and  a  right  honourable  p^ntleman  declared  that 
General  Brownri^rg  gave  an  opinion  in  favour  of  the  ex- 

f  edition.  The  ract  was,  iiowevcr,  he  did  no  such  thing, 
he  right  honourable  gentleman  then  said,  the  Dutch 
were  sluggish  and  would  not  rebel.  The  general  was  here 
against  him;  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman  used 
bis  evidence  roost  corrvenienlly  ;  affirming  it  where  it 
made  for  him,  and  totally  disregarding  it  where  against 
bim.  It  ^afvsaid,  houever,  that  they  wished  to  discredit 
this  evidence.  They  certainly  did  not ;  they  merely  con- 
trasted it  with  the  evidence  of  otiters,  Nid  finding  three 
to  one  against  a  gallant  general,  and  the  gallant  general 
against  the  rii;ht  honourable  gefilleman  himself,  they  drew 
the  obvious  iiiference.  An  atlack  of  (his  kind  came  badly 
from  those  who  thought  proper  themselves  to  disregard 
(kilonel  Gordon.  But  it  had  been  found  out  that  Colonel 
Gordon  was  a  young  man  without  experience.  Now, 
really  he  would  much  sooner  be  a. young  man  without  ex* 
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perience^  than  an  okl  man  in  the  same  situation.  He 
meant  no  disirspecirul  alhisionS)  but  he  certaiillj  had  no 
fea^  in  potting  the  experience  of  Colonel  Gordon  a^inst 
that  of  Lord  Chatham,  (Hfor!)  By  ^vajoff^n  excuse 
for  the  appofatmcntof  Lord  Chatham,  1(  had  been  said  he 
had  served  in  Araertcn^  This  was  not  the  case;  he  never 
had  served  in  Aroerioa.  He  had  Served,  iiideec],  in.  the 
disastrous  campaign  of  Holland  ;  and,  as  Sir  D.  Oundas 
had  said,  he  had  no  doubt  he  had  beliavcd  vcr^  bfrayeljr 
thcie ;  but  still  that  was  no  reason  for  now  giving  him  tlye 
command  of  40,000  meii^  (Hear  1)  The  noble  lord, 
howerer,  had  chosen  to  rely  on  his  own  judgment  in  all 
bis  appointments ;  he^disdained  military  opinions;  thej 
were,  in  tfaenoble  lord's  own  language,  like  laifyers'  opi* 
nions^-<*lawyers,  who  would  first  deny  the  validity  of  a  title* 
deed,  atid  then  run  and  purchase  the  estate  themselves. 
Why,  what  vogues  ct  lawyers  must  the  noble  lord  have 
associated  with  I  (Hear,  keaty  htatX)  What  an  asper* 
sion  did  he  cast  upon  his  old  companions !  (Hear,  hear !) 
The  noble  lord  disdained  opinions.  There  was  an  anec- 
dote related  of  Bonaparte  on  this  sulyect,  when  he  went 
to  take  the  command  of  the  army  in  Italy.  He  brought 
with  him  a  plan  of  the  campaign,  which  had  been  ilisested 
in  Pkris :  this  plan  he  read  to  his  general  officers,  ana  after 
reading  it  he  tors  it.  He  had  a  plan  of  his  own,  and  so 
had  iw  noble  lord.  The  only  difference  was,  that  the  one 
produced  victory,  and  the  other  calamitous  disgraces,  foe 
which  an  indignant  country  was  now  demanding  veii^ 
geance.  (Hear,  hear .')  There  was  another  anecciote  fir 
corded  of  Bonaparte^  which  would  shew  his  respect  for 
military  opinions,  and  the  description  cif  persons  from 
whom  he  chose  to  derive  then\.  After  a  failure  in  one  qf 
his  campaigns,  he  did  not  choose,  ^ike  the  noble  loid,  to 
depend  upon  himself,  nor  did  he  choose  to  depend  either 
upon  his  generals  or  captains,  but  he  co11ect<Kl  his  non« 
commissioned  officers  toother,  and  abided  by  their  deci^ 
sion.  The  noble  lord  had,  however,  not  only  thought 
proper  to  reject  opinions  in  the  first  instance,  but  eveif 
now  the  common  vocabulary  could  not  supply  him  witb 
a  phrase  strong  enough  to  express  his  fidicule  of  them  : 
be  had  absolutely  coined  a  new  word  to  express  his  disre* 
gard  of  the  evidence  of  Sir  W.  Ersjcine :  ii  was  (said  the 
-noble  lord)  grotesque  and  **  chivalrous."  '  It  miehi  be 
dullness  erf*  com  prehension  in  him,  but  he  really  did  not 
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\  <coinprehend  the  term.  '^Chivalrous,"  however,  ks  jnigbt 
be  Sir  W.  Erskine,  he  was  content  to  take  him  as  com- 
mander of  his  armj^  and  he  would  ^ive  General  Brown- 
xigg  to  the  noble  Jord,  and  the^  would  take  t})c  field  thus 
arranged — he  had  no  fear  for  (he  issue  ;  and  he  saw  by 
the  noble  lord's  smile,  that  he  was  willing  to  fight  him  on 

'  his  own  terras.  The  evidence  of  his  general  lie  must  de- 
fend fromJhe  imputations  cast  ou  it ;  and  he  had  no  hesi* 
tation  in  pronouncing  it  as  plear,  distinct,  and  erudite,  as 
any  he  had  ever  hrard.  It  was  now  most  consistently 
discredited,  because  it  was  true  ;  and  all  liis  predictions 
lyerc  ridiculed  and  deniod,  bu'cause  every  one  of  them  had 
been  calamitously  realized.  (Ilearl)  The  noble  lord 
liad  condemned  them  for  conceiving  speculative  cam- 
aigns,  and  insisting  that  they  siiould  have  hiieu  acted  on. 
le  was  content,  however,  to  take  the  campaigns  of  the 
ministry  themselves.  They  were  two  in  number;  the 
first  was  the  campaign  of  the  noble  lord  and  General 
JJrbwnrigg.  .TJiey  commenced  most  valiantly.  On  they 
went,  fighting  side  by  side,  and  bearing  down  every  ipi- 
pediment.  Nothing  could  withstand  them,  until  at  last, 
unfortunately,  the  noble  lord  advised  the  gallant  general 
to  take  fire-brands,  proceed  up  the  Scheldt  boldly,  and 
burn  the  ^hips. — **  Indeed,  (saul  the  gallant  general)  I  am 
tired,"  ftnd  so  ended  Hie  exploits  of  the  combined  com- 
manders, and  the  glorious  hopes  which  they  had  origi- 
nated. (^  II ear 9  hear  I)  The  other  campaign  was  that  of 
general  Craufurd  ;,and  most  valiantly  did  he  cut  and 
i^ash  at  every  thing  before  him,  and  a  most  noble  issue  had 
}ie  conjured  up  ;  when,  alas  !  the  vi.sion  vanished,  and  the 
array  appeared  perishing  in  the  marshes  of  Walcheren ! 
The  campaign  of  the  noble  lord  disdained  any  limitations  of 
time  ;  he  *'  was  not  bound  to  a  day."''  Here  was  a  slight 
diflference  between  the  plan  of  General  Brownr^g  and 
liis  ;  the  gallant  general  wa$  bound  io  a  day — all  his 
^uccess  depended  upon  being  in  suqh  a  place  on  a  certain 
day  ;  and  most  dismally  for  his  campaign  did  it  fall  out 
that  he  could  not  in  the  nature  of  possibility  arrive  at  that 
place  on  that  day  (Hear,  hear  I)  He  would,  for  in- 
stance, in  the  apour  of  bis  fancy,  buoy  the  whole  fleet 
lip  the  Scheldt  cba'ii'^l  in  a,  few  hpur^.  This  it  required 
fully  a  week  at  least  toacpoiiipli^h;  and  thus  the  general's 
famous  plan. fell  to  the  ground,  because  it  was  impossible. 
£yen  in  attempting  to  bear  up  before  FUshing,  the  two 


\ 


MARCH  29«]      EXFBDlTIOjr  TO   THE   tCHBtDT*  S6| 

admirals'  sbips  ran  ashore;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
panic  of  the  enemy,  miffht.  have  been  instantly  consumed 
with  red-hot  shot.     Who  would  believe,  then,  that  tb^ 
eallant  general,  eaterprizing  as  he  was,  could  possibly^ 
in  a  few  hours,  bear  up  above  one  hundred  ships,  throqgh 
the  more  extended  and  difficult, na violation  ot  the  whole 
river  ?   There  was,  now  that  he  had  disposed  of  the  gal- 
lant general's  fanciful  campaign,  one  circumstance  in  the 
evidence  which  be  must  allude  to,  and  which  in  his  apir 
nioD,  subjected  the  nublelord  to  the  most  severe  account* 
It  appeared  fhat  I(OTd  Chatham  did  not  know  thcsituatioa 
of  the  arsenals  at  Antwerp.     Now,  from  intelligence  laid 
before  the  secret  committee,  it  was  proved  that  tlie  noble 
lord  did.     What  was  the  reason  that  he  did  nqt,  as  in 
duty  bound,  inform  Lord  Chatham?  (Hear,  hear !yilo\f 
would  he  answer  to  the  country  for  the  most  culpable  na« 
gleet  ?   tlow  could  the  right  honourable  gentleman  avQr(. 
the  still  more  serious;  responstbility  of  allowing  his  incom^ 
petent  colleague  (as  he  conceived  him)  to  remain  in  ofEcoi 
(Hear,  bearf)  lie  did  not  wish,  indeed,  to  produce  at>jr 
comparison  between  the  nol)le  lord  and  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman.     The  noble  lord  had,  through  the  entire 
prOorress  of  this  question,  conducted  himself  in  the  mo4 
candid  and  manly  manner;    be  had.  declared  he  did  not 
slirink  from  responsibility,  and  ho  consistently  voted  for 
inquiry.     (//(?r/r,  hearl)   The  right  honourable  gentle^ 
man,  on  the  other  hand,  had  aflvcted  candour,  and  acted 
with  duplicity  ;  he  had  pretended  that  he  sought  invcsti* 
gation,  and  yet  he  voted  staunch  against  Inquiry.     He 
how,  indeed,  talked  of  tlie  benefits  of  this  inquiry,  when 
he  could  no  longer  avert  it,  and  pretend  to  panegyrize  that 
which  could  have  no  good  result,  unless  it  involved  him 
in  merited  condeni  nation.     [Hear,  hear*-)  Since  this  in- 
quiry  had    pr  ^(Hfded,    he   had  only  to   regret  that  the 
naiDCs  of  the  different  members  did  not  go  forth  coupled 
with  the  quCvstioiss  which  they  had  separately  asked  the 
witnesses :  considering  frorVi  whom  many  of  the  questions 
had  come,  the  effect  would  have  been  extremely  divert- 
ing.    The  noble  lord,  for   instance,  h;id  asHed  Captain 
Woodriffe(who  had  surveyed  tlui  whole  country  from  the 
top  of  a  church  stoeple),  what  good  he  could  foresee  from 
tlic  expedition?   The  witness  answered,  'Mione  at  all.*' 
{Hear  I)  Foiled  in  this,  the  noble  lord  begged  of  every 
one  to  tell  what  a  desperate  weapon  Congreve'a  rocket^ 
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were.  Now  this  wa»  bardly  fair,  it  was  like  a  tradesman 
puiiSiiff  off  goods,  in  which  he  had  a  concern  :  but  in  the 
end,  the  noble lonl  made  no  tjse  whatever  of  these  destruc- 
tive instrumentsi  in  bis  speech.  He  begged  pardort  of 
tbe  hoiioural)lc  gentleman  opposite  ^General  Craufurd), 
bat  be  really  was  led  away  trom  his  campaign  by  the 
Boblelord:  butjto  tell  the  truth,  he  had  indul^red  in  a 

rntle  slumber  during  part  of  its  fatigues.  (A  loudlaugh.) 
1  have  indeed  wondered,  Sir,  (said  Mr.  VVhi(bread) 
how  your  vifironr  was  able  to  stand  it;    though  my  sur- 
]^{ae  is  mucn  abated,  when  I  consider  the  exertions  which 
*ymk  arc  ever  ready  to  make  for  the  general  interest.  (I/ear^ 
AeoTy  heariy  I  really,  hoH-ever,  had  sunk  into  a  slight 
obtivion  during  some  of  the  sieges ;  though,  indeed",  to 
aay  the  truth,  ^few  of  them  took  much  time.     (A  laugh.) 
And,  when  I.  awakened  to  resume  ray  services,  happening 
to  ask  from  a  friend  near  me,  how  &r  we  had  got — ^^  Ob, 
(said  he)  our  general  says,  *bi/  G — dj*  he  has  just  taken 
Bergen-op-Zoom.    (Loud  and  repeated  laughing.)  I  was 
R  little  startled,  I  confess,  at  first.  Sir,  but  at  length, 
upon  reflection,  I  thought  the  oath  most  venal,  and  I 
tnist  when  it  is  reoordM  where  another  eath  stood,  it 
i9By  be  obliternfad  by  the  same  means.  (£fear,  hear^ 
hear !)  Alas !  what  a  train  of  reflections  did  not  that  oath 
awaken !  How  many  poor  Le  Fevre^sdid  I  instantly  fancy, 
lingering  nnder  wounds  and  sickness,  without  a  friendly 
Shandy  to  relieve  them  from  this  calamitous  expedition  ! 
(Hearj  hear  I)  The  gallant  general  has  said,  he  is  tender 
of  bis  soldiers.  I  am  sure  hclias  been  prodigal  of  himself. 
{HeaTf  hear  J  hear !)  h^i  me  assure  that  gallant  general, 
there  is  not  a  man  in  this  house,  who  esteems  his  services 
more  highly  than  I  do ;  not  one  who  sympathizes  moro 
feelingly  in  his  suferings,  or.  respects  more  highly  that 
honourable  badge  which  he  bears  about  him,  of  his  ardent 
efforts  in  his  country's  service.     (Heary  hear !)   I  really 
thought,  however,  when  tlic  srallant  general  was  planning 
all  his  sieges,  that  I  saw  the  gallant  Toby  Shandy  mounted 
on  his  hobby-horse,  taking  Mamur.     Mr.  Sluindy  differed 
in  one  thing,  however,  from  the  gallant  geuerul  and  the 
ministry  which  he  supports.     Mr.  Shaudy  had  a  regular 
plan  of  every  thing  in   his  campaign.     (Loua^  cnes  of 
hear  I)  Flis  sods  and  grass  plats  were  scientifiaiUy  inter* 
spcted,  and  his  jack  boots  regularly  mounted  on  the  bat« 
teties  as  cannon.    (Hear^  hear!)  The  gallant  general 
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fought  all  bis  batlles  with  the  spirit  of  my  uncm  Toby* 
and  even  offered  bis  head  on  a  charge  if  be  was  dereatcfl.*^ 
(A  laugh.)  h  was  not  his  head,  however,  which  thej 
wanted:  he  know  right  well  bis  head  was  quite  safe,  as  M 
could  not  possibly  share  any  responsibility,  as  he  had  not' 
been  employed.  1'he  noble  lord  could  not,  however^  set 
easily  get  rid  of  this  respon^bility.  He  ^ve  him  the 
credit,  indeed,  of  not  shrinking  from  it ;  ne  gtiv^e  htnaT^  - 
also  the  credit  of  affording  a  full  and  complete  prepara* 
tion  to  the  expedition.  The  soldiers  were  well  cquippe^f 
and  the  staff  quite  completed.  ^^  Even  (said  Mr.  Whit^. 
bread)  even  the  city  staff  was  perfect.  Tbe  good  city  5f 
London  was  represented  by  the  joUiest  of  her  aldermett. , 
{Loud  lafighing.)  To  him  the  noble  lord  paid  the  most 
marked  attention.  He  went  to  Deal.  He  watf"  the  last 
person  he  saw.  ^^  Ob  !  bow  tenderly  affecting  was  the" 
interview !  The  fleet  sailed-*how  sad  was  the  parting ![ 
The  noble  lord  stood  on  the  shore  saluting  the  jpliy  aldar« 
man^  and  catching  his  last  sigh— 

**  He  waved  hU  Uly  haitfli  aad  bade  adieu  !** 

But  at  lost  the  envious  ivinds  interfered — the  Pkcemx 
spread  her  wings,  ftnd  wafted  the  tortkft  and  the  aldflr^  ' 
man  to  the  destined  port.,  {Loud  laughing.)  ^^JjkBk 
night,*'  (said  Mr.  Whitbread)  I  looked  about  for  him, 
ivben  an  allusion  was  made  to  the  expense  at  which  the 
city  estimated  the  expedition.  The  jolly  baronet  was 
away,  but  another  kissed  the  rod.  I  ready  do  not  knoir 
his  name,  there  are  so  many  of  them  ;  he  may  be  known, 
howcwr ;  his  face  is  less  round  and  less  ruddy  than  the 
other ;  (continued  laughter;)  indeed  there  is  no  distinguish- 
ing those  city  representatives — there  are  three  of  them  there 
huddled  together  on  the  same  bench^wAree  baronets^  all 
elevated  for  unheard^/  serpicesi^^  (Hear^  hear !)  He 
must  leave  \he  aldermen,  however  rel^uctantly^  and  return 
once  more  to  the  noble  lord.  The  noble  lord,  indeed, 
'was  in  high  company  ;  he  had  called  no  less  a  personage 
than  Napoleon  to  his  aid ;  but  Napoleon  would  not  come. 
There  was  now  an  excuse,  indecu,  for  him  ;  ^^  he  was 
married  and  could  not  come."  (Hear,  hear  I)  The  noble 
lord  was  very  ungallant  to  make  such  a  request  at  such 
a  time.  He  cocfid  scarcely  expect  the  emperor  would 
have  lefl  his  young  bride,  in  order  to  give  evidence  upon 
the  Scheldt  inquiry.    The  marrtagei  nowever|  had  now 
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tnkcn  place ;  and  lie  hoped  sincerely  the  honey-moon  mi^rlit 
<*xtend  happiness  over  thx;  face  of  the  earth,  and  establish 
t)iat  peace  which  France  had  so  often  offered  in  vain. 
(Heaty  hear!)    lie  had  indul^^cd  in  some  farce  on  this 
subject — alas!  he  was  now  come  Iq  pure  unmixed  tra* 
gedy — he  was  now  come  to*  a  melancholy  estimate  of  the 
prodigality  of  human  life,  and  the  wanton  extravagance 
of  human  happiness — he  was  qome  io  consider  the  cruelty 
of  men  who  had  sent  our  troops  to  perish  unnecessarily 
and  ingloriously  in  the  most  unhealthy  climate  in  the 
world,  at  its  most  pestilential  season !  It  had  been  said  by 
way  of  extenuation  of  ministers,  that  the  last  season  was 
remarkably  rigorous  :   he  had  to  state,  from  good  autho- 
rity, that  it  was  one  of  the  mildest  ever  known  in  Wal- 
cheren!    {llcarl)  Sent  to  inevitable  sickness — even  in 
that  sickness   our  poor  soldiers  were  neglected.  -  Whu 
could  wonder  at  it,  when  they  recollected  the  ill-consti- 
tuted,   ill-arranged,    and  .  ill-digested    medical  board  ? 
(Hear!)  Their  head,  Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  said,  what  he 
meant  by  the  investigation  of  camp  and  contagious  dis« 
casesy  was.the  inspeetion  of  the  hospitals.     He  might  just 
9$  well  have. said,  that  the  way  to  judge  of  the  diseases^ 
«f  the  foot,   was  to  look  into  a  pair  of  cast-^  boots  i 
"{Hear J  hear!)  To  show  the  effect  which  those  diseases 
bad  upon  our  army,  he  had  only  to  statc^  that  out  of  the 
third  raiment  oF  innards  (light  company),  which  marched 
out  of  Ijondon  i^  strong,  only  32  returned,  and  five  out 
of  that  number  were  unfit  for  duty.     Thus  was  our  arn<y 
crippled  by  ttiis  disastrous  expedition  !  lie  was  near  con^ 
eluding  without  remarking  on  the  idea  of  a  coup^dt-mam* 
The  noble  lord  who  had  coined  the  new  word  really  seemed 
not  to  know  the.meaniilg  of  the  old  ones.    lie  (Mr.  Whit-? 
bread)  had  considered  a  coup  de -main  as  a  single,  distioct^ 
and  quickly  executed  operati<m  ;    but  the    noble  loni 
deemed  to  consider  it  ratiier  as  the  result  of  protracted 
operations  and  sos(^ndc4l   attacks.     (Hear I)   It  niight 
just  as  well  l)e  ^id,  that  if  the  ministry,  so  often  broken 
down  already,  and  discomfited,  were  finally  subdued  cw 
the  present  occasion,  they  had  been  carried  by  a  coup-de^' 
main,    (Hear^  heary  hear !)  .  As  to  the  retention  of  vVaN 
cheren,  he  really  cast  all  the  blame  of  that  measure  oq  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  opposite,  who,  when  the  ca*- 
binet  were   perplexed  over  tlieir  failure,  had   increast»<l 
their  confui^ion  by  creating  private  feuds,  and  casting  the 


apple  titdkccffd  amdng  them.  (Hear^  heariy  Exhausted 
as  ha  now  was^  and  as  the  house  fvns,  he  should  conclude 
by  demanding  their  ttnanimous  ahd  protaipt  decision.  The 
nation  demanded  their  decision — the  wfeck  of  oar  hfhre 
army  demaa^d  it— ^the  martyred  Ufousandsivhom  trehad 
left  to  rol  in  Walcheren  demanded  it«  '<  There  i$,  in- 
deed, (said-Mr.  Whiibread)  ftom  the  centre  to  the  cir- 
camferenceof  the  empire^  one  united,  universal,  heart- 
sending  cry  for  justice.  (Hearj  heoTj  hear !)  Give  it 
tlien  to  the  supplications  of  the  people — ^give  it  to  the 
■onrows  of  the  array — give  it  as-the  last  consolation  to  the 
Tiridows  and  orphans  of  the  dead.  Give  it  as  a  pledge  of 
the  honour  and  integrity  of  the  living.'^ 

Captain  Parker  said  a  few  words  in  vindication  of  the 
cxpeditioD  3  after  which  the  bouse  adjourned. 


,      HOUSEOFLORDS. 

F&IOAT,  INARCH  30« 
8FAN1SU   PAPERS. 

Lord  GreMiUe  rase  y  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  he  gave  the 
preceding  day,  to  make  his  promised  motion  respecting  cer* 
lain  papers  which  had  been  injudiciously  and  negligent ly 
bid  on  the  table  of  thai  house,  and  printed  with  the  mass 
of  Spanish  papers.  His  lordship  commenced  his  speech 
by  a  variety  ot  observations  on  the  ^principles  upon  which 
government  should  act,  with  respect  to-coUunuifications 
veceived  by  them  concerning  the  state  of  foreign  govern* 
ments,  or  the  individuals  connected  with  them  :  and  more 
especially  when  such  governments  were  in  alliance  with 
this  country.  It  was  their  duty  to  act  in  sncfh  cases  with 
peculiar  delicacy  ;  or  the  consequence  \vouUl  be,  that  un* 
necessary  and  dreadful  miseries  might  be  added  to  the  un- 
avoidable calamities  of  a  state  of  warfare.  It  had  never 
till  lately  been  the  practice  of  this  government  to  act  con- 
trary to  such  principle*  He  recoVloctad  a  case  iri  which 
he  was  concerned,  wherein  part  of  the  dispatches  were  so 
cancelled,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  a  publicity  dan« 
gerous  to  individuals,  and  to  our  own  interests.  There 
was,  rndeed,  an  instance  in  which  a  consul  had  been  laid 
under  the  imputation  of  sending  improper  advices  home ; 
but  then,  he  was  a  Itritish  subject,  and  was  under  the 
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prolection  oF  the  gDyanmont.  There  was  aa  instftnoe^  9I 
the  t^imination  of  a  minibtry^  a  few  years  baok^  of  a  dmmI 
ind^crcet  cHsclofiure  of  that  kind,  which,  ,it  wa9  well 
known,  excited  pretty  general  disapprobation,  and  was 
likely  to  be  made  matter  of  parliaooientary  oonsidenition. 
He  almost  regretted  that  he  was  one  who  dissuaded  othets 
from  t)iat  course  which  he  thought  might  make  publicity 
more  dangerous :  but  he  never,  thought  it  would  be  re- 
garded as  a  precedent*  He  thought  the  time  now  coroe^ 
when  their  K)idbhtps  ought  to  interpose  for  the  honiMir 
of  the.couiitry,  and  for  the  vindication  of  interests  thai 
should  be  Iield  sacred,  against  Cold  and  unfeelijig  ne- 
glect. Ifc  could  not  understand  why  that  mass  of  papers 
was  prinicd.  His  noble  friend  who. moved  for  them, 
worded  his  motion  so,  as  io  leave  to  ministers  the  duty  of 
selecting  such  parts  as  were  consistent  with  public  safety 
and  individual  security  ;  that  motion  bemg  for  copies 
and  extracts^  That  house  was  no  party  to  these  disclo- 
sures, nor,  he  was  sure,  was  his  majesty,  when  he  granted 
leave  for  their  production  ;  but  let  the  house  see  what 
they  contained.  The  wliole  tenor  of  them  was  to  shew 
the  wretcheil  weakness  of  the  Supreme  Junta,  and  espe- 
cially to  impugn  the  cliaracter  and  conduct  of  the  com-*; 
manderof  the  Spanish  armies.  Tiiru  over  all  the  pro-* 
ceedings  of ,  parliament,  and  you  could  not  find  an  ia- 
stance  in  which,  just  at  the  clo?)C  of  a  campaign,  a  foreign' 
commander  was  thus  brought  before  parliament,  with 
whole  pnges  of  invective  against  lam.  Such  shocking  in- 
justice had  noi  before  stained  our  proceedings.  Ue  knew 
nothing  of  General  Cuesta  ;  but  if  he  were  a  roan  of  ho- 
nour aiid  character,  he  must  feci  as  acutely  as  any  man 
in  this  country  Mould,  under  similar  circumstances.  H& 
was  reviled  by  ministers  in  parliament,  and  their  attacks 
on  him  published  here  and  throughout  Kurope,  even  in 
the  very  country  wlicre  he  was  serving.  How  was  he  to 
defend  hims({lf  to  the  Spaniards  against  our  accusations  ? 
Even  ill  the  defence  of  our  own  general,  ii  did  not  seem* 
that  attacks  on  character,  but  that  statements  of  facts  ii^. 
the  conduct  and  opTntions  of  the  general  of  the  allies^ 
would  be  suiKcieni.  \V  as  it  fit  for  a  British  minister  to 
makeacharge  of  meditated  treachery,  implying  the  bring- 
ing into  diliirnlties  and  sacrificing  his  own  amy,  unless 
he  had  a  positive  certainty  of  the,  facts?  What  foreign 
general  could  feci  i^afe  if  the  administralion  under  whtchT 
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ilM  Montrv  bas  the  misfortune  to  groan,  would  put  on 

Ijupefy  make  official^  and  ciiculale  siicli  imputations  ? 

/At  page<50  of  tbe  pa;>ers,  it  was  stated,  that  the  General 

'Caesta  was'considerecl  to  meditate  a  8criou§  plan  of  yen<^ 

ireahce  (not  against  the  eiiexny !)  but  for  the  treatment 

h«   had  received  half  a  year  before-:  and  to  betray  the 

eoantry,  by  sacrificing  the  army.     A  man  sliotild  be  slow 

m  making  such  an  imputation ;  but  doubly  slow  when  . 

there  was  nothing  stateu  like  au  overt  act  to  justify  tbe 

^tributing  such  bnse  motives  ;   any  man  would,  at  least, 

be  very  cautious  first  to  ni^certain  the  truth.     At  page  51 

of  the  same  letter,  Mr.  Fretc,  the  king's  minister  at  Se* 

ville,  speaking  of  General  Venecras,  says,  he  has  no  milif 

tary  reputation.     *'  We  have,"  he  ccHitinues,  "only  two 

men  fit  to  command  in  a  military  luannci',  even  a  small 

body  of  troops."    This  he  writes  in  Seville,  surrounded* 

by  an  army  which  ministt^rs  bad  represented  in  such  fk« 

voorable  colonrs.    ^*  Those  two  nu*n,"  he  proceeds,  ^^  are 

^General  Blake  and  the  Duke  of  Albuquerque,  both  withr 

out  armies;    the  first  by^A  misfortune,  the  second  by 

giving  umbrage  to  tbe  junta  by  his  high  birth  and  larga 

fortune!"  (Hear!)    Yet,  it  hac)  been  told  that  this  junta 

inrticylarly  claimed  our  support  as  the  ardent  defenders 

of  thejust  relations  existing  in  society.    It. was  further 

\added  of  the  Duke  of  Albuquerque,  that  he  had  excTted 

4he  jealoasy  of  Cuesta  also,  whkh  might  lead  to  the  sacri* 

fice  of.  his  reputation,  and  the  loss  of  his  services  to  the 

Spanish  cause*    At  tHe  moment  vrhon  that  was  writtf!n^ 

the  duke  was  actually  servinsr  tinder  Cnosta ;  and  it  meant 

that  the  latter  was  jealous  of  his  supcrior'talenfs.    Ought 

this  to  have  been  made  so  public  ?   It  would  detain  their , 

lordships  too  long  to  read  all  the  reflections  these  papers 

contained  on  Cuesta.    This  man  had. long  commanded 

the  Spanish  army  $  and  what  must  he  think  of  these  re» 

presentations'?  But  he  is  one  of  whom  the  kingV  roinisterf 

think  they  have  a  right  to  make  complaints,  and  would 

ficrifice,  him  to  cover  and  screen  their  own  errors.     The 

Duke  of  Albuquerque,  Mr.  Frere  selects  as  enjoying  gene* 

.ral  confidence  and  admiration^  and  he  wishes  him  to  bave  ' 

command  of  the  army.  He  recommends  him  to  ^r  Arthur 

Wellrsley*      He    therefore    mcritinr   coninion   courtesy. 

What  MOuUI  be  said  of  the  injurious  disclosure  of  private 

letters  in   private  life?   The  duke  was  writ in^c  a  private 

letter,  not  to  Mr.  Frere,  but  to  a  private  friend,  freely 
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(Ml  the  a&irg  of  the  tnny  and  goTernment,  Thfar  kttBi^i 
iBiiristers,  through  the  most  iit^r  neglect,  or  to  author 
their  own  purposes,  have  not  hesitatrai  by  a  violation  of 
faonottc,  .to  send  to  the  printing-press.  Tm  duke  trrites 
4o  his  friend,  that  Sir  Arihur  Wellesleir  had  exptessed  his 
latis&ction  with  his  conduct ;  that  all  tlie  British  at^ 
^vrere  desirous  that  h«  should  have  the  coromaad  ;  and 
that  the  same  wish  prevailed  throughout  the  Spanish 
troops.  Alava,  it  states,  had  ivritten  \x>  Burgos,  on  the 
necessity  of  removing  General  Cuesta,  and  putting  Blake, 
or  Venega?,  or  himt^f  at  the  head  t  Was  there  no  deli* 
cacy  in  publishing  a  private  letter  like  this  ?  If  ever  this 
tKMintry  should  be  able  to  resume  negotiations,  and  again 
lend  a  public  minister  abroad,  what  confidence  could  he 
expect  to  meet  witli^  with  the  stigma  of  this  transaction 
upon  him  ?  He  might  anticipate  abhorrence,  and  to  be 
pointed  at  as  nnsam  for  intercourse,  as  o\\e  who  would  be 
ante  to  tmnsmit  correspondence,  and  every  private  letter; 
-all  which  his  government  would  lay  before  the  parlia« 
ment.  Here  he  did  not  blame  Mr.  Frere.  The  flippancy 
of  tone  and  manner  in  which  he  writes,  he  could  n^ 
commend  ;  but  bis  diligence  in  collecting  informatioh 
he  could  not  condemn.  Consider  the  situation  Cuesta 
and  Albuquerque  are  placed  in  when  they  know  olP  thtA 
comniunici^tion  ;  and  every  heart  must  recoil  at  placing 
•them  in  that  situation.  In  that  letter  it  would  be  seen 
that  Alava  did  not  mention  the  cluko*8  name  publicly^  lest 
he  should  fall  under  suspicion  of  undue  partiality.  What 
TOte  the  house  would  come  to  he  knew  not,  but' he  could 
not  think  any  man  had  nerves  to  defend  it.  It  was  not 
only  to  birth  that  humanity  and  proieclion  were  owing ; 
but  three  other  names  were  bronglit  forward  at  full  length, 
to  whom  acts  were  imputed  that  would  subject  thein  to 
'the  implacable  hatred  of  the  French  government,  by 
-whose  hands,  if  they  fell  into  them,  they  roust  pay  the 
forfeit'  of  their  lives.  He  could  not  brin^  himself  to 
point  out  these  papery ;  the  misphief  mignt  have  been 
already  done.  -  £very  body  was  treated  alike  by  Mr.  Frere 
and  the  king's  ministcfs.  General  iMiuira,  for  instana*, 
of  whom  he  had  heard  no  compromise,  ^^  they  say,  is  a 
man  of  considerable  military  geographical  knowledge, 
jbttt  with  no  character  for  decision,  and  unfit  to  command; 
a  useful  assistant  to  Cuesta,  but  not  thought  much  of  by 
him,  at)d  thf^t  he  completed  thp  ruin  of  his  army  at  Me- 
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d&V&BMj  bectOK  be  Iml  Teoeived  no  brden  from  Coesta^^ 
Of  aaotb^  pem>a  whoiA  di^jr  had  received  hefte  tm  antf* 
iMMidory  t}iey  pot  ioto  print  ih%^  CeTallos  k  of  nob  m 
ofaasacter  as  to  reprtwnt  kim  Krithoat  common  semes  *ft 
was  impossible  to  AHre  him  by  argument  ont of  ai  fooiiA 
fellacy.    The  noUe  loid,  however,  pnrtoolc  of  that  folly 
with  C!evall(is,  for  he  thought  he  had  the  besi  of  tbe  ar- 
gument allitded  to.    Such  pabltcafiuOB  tended  loshutm 
<mt  of  the  continent  more  efectiially  than  Bonaparte  tlU. 
It  tended  to  insnhte  us  by  di^^raciag  onr  character*    Ho 
then  dwelt  on  the  hiraentable  erente  which  oceomd  in 
this  dreadful  contest ;    such  as  astassinations^  and  the  • 
daughter  of  defenceless  prisonen,  which  nebbing  could 
justify.    However  we  might  hiraent  that  the  paasions 
shoum  be  so  worked  up,  retaliation  ought  to  be  dearly 
made  ont,  before  we  published  sucb  accounts.    Wonla 
they  reconcile  the  people  of  this  country  to  the  loss  of  our 
pwn  troops  in  these  cam|iaigns  ?    They  could  only  eaette 
indignation  against  the  cold  recital  of  these  acts,  and  the 
omission  of  the  intcrierencc  of  the  British  minister,  and 
of  any  orders  to  him  to  that  eftct.     They  ^ere  spohen 
of  like  the  ordinary  occurrences  of  war.     He  never  saw  b 
collection  more  unfit  to  publish  in  any  shape.    In  the 
last  session  he  saw  suppressions  and  selections^  it  was 
true ;   but  not  to  protect  individnals  in  foreign  lands^  but 
to  screen  ministers  theihselves  from  the  just  and  merited 
indignation  of  parjiamcnt ;  but  \»hen  tliev  entertained  the 
vain  and  shallow  hope,  by  a  stigma  on  Spain,  that  ihe^ 
might  ease  their  own  conduct,  no  paper  was  withheld, 
even  at  the  risk  of  incalculable  private  calamity,  and  the 
ruin  of  the  national  character*     Were  there  any  mode  of 
getting  back  those  papers,- tjieir  lQrd(ihi(;8  would  gladly    • 
adopt  it  ;   but  none  snch  occurred.     Another  bundle  was 
ordered  :   the  constitution  required  of  ministers  to  select 
and  prepare  it ;  but  after  what  had  p<1ssed,  the  house 
would  make  themselves  (L'lrties  to  ilie  irct,  if  they  did  not 
put  themselves  in  ministers'  places,  and  prevent  similar 
errors.     He  then  'moved  for  die  appointment  oi*  a  secret 
committee,   to  whom  the  papers  conciTning  Spain  and 
Portugal  not  yet  deliverecl  should  be  referred,  to  select 
and  prepare  them  for  the  house. 

Marquis  Welleflei/  admitted  the  general  principles  of 
the  noble  lord  respecting  private  comniunicalions;  but  it  x  ^ 
was  a  duty  of  great  dilhculiy.    Their  lardshij)s  were  to 


YeeoUeA  md"  consider  at  present  .what  Sf^m  tbe  inatare  of 
4ibe  Older  under  which  tninistas  Imd  acted,'  and.iiowf  tbej 
liad  performed  Uie  duty  asstgaed^to  theni.  by  Uie  lumseb 
It:had  never  been  their  obiecl  or  iikieatiba  to  conceal  any 
AkiiHttliat  could  be  disclosed  wilhout  dahger  t»  thecaaae 
<sf4he  bonntry  or  of  Spain.    -Every  mm  in  Ibe  Uiiitod 
Kingdom  had  appeared  desirous  of  supporting  Uie  Spa- 
'tiish  caufid,  and  the  T»>estabHsliinent  off  heir  moaarohy 
and  independence,  oit  the  security  of  theif  future  free- 
dom, happiness,  and  pros|)erify.    Under  ilie  iiaportant 
•circurastanccs  ia  which  they  liad  been  called  upon  for  tlic 
productign  of  papers,  they  should  not  have  been  true  (o 
the  great  cause  of  Spain,  if  they  had  not  produced  those 
papers,  to  lay  before  the  house  that  informatioq  of  those 
matters  -which  bad  chiefly  produced  the  many  disasters 
which  had  befallen  Spain,  and  to  sliew  the  extremely 
weak  and  deflective  state  of  her  gci^ernment.     With  re- 
,  spect  to  the  army,  that  was  certainly  a  matter  of  consider* 
able  diffiaulty  and  delicacy ;  but  tlieir  duty  was  there,  an 
in  the  other  case,  to  give  the  house  all  the  ijiformatioa 
th^  could  give  witli  propriety,     fie  challenged  the  noble 
lord  to  rise  and  say,  that  there  was  one  worci  conlained 
in  tbase  papers  relative  to  Cuesta,  which  was  not  in  con* 
•onance  with  the  opinions  of  the  whole  Sfjaniiih  army^ 
and  of  e\efy  man  in  Spain  that  felt  and  avowed  any  at- 
tachment to  the  cause  of  that  country.  Jit  was  all  matter  of 
general  publicity  and  notoriety,  it  was  the  common  Ian* 
gudge  of  every  body.     Was  it  not  also  recorded  tliathts 
removal  was  desired?     It  would  appear,  from  thenoUe 
mai'quis^s  own  dispatches,  what  was  the  state  of  the  casc^ 
But  since  the  propntrition  of  the  noble  bad  been  made,  he 
trused  iu  Gou,  that  their  lord&hi])s  would  not  snffor  hitn 
to  be   robbed  of  the.  o)>portunity  of  making   pnblicly 
known  vihat  had  been  Jii2»  own  conduct  in  all  its  points 
during  the  time  that  he  was  in  Spain  and  that  they  would  • 
not  send  them  with  the  other  papers  to  the  pro|X>scd  sc* 
cret    commiitcc,    should   they  think   fit    to    accede   to 
that  proposition.    Tho'ngh  tie  knew  what  tlie  conduct  of 
Coestu  had  been  when  he  arrived  in  Spain  he  did  not  feel 
it  incumbent  on  him  to  demand  that,  which  from  the  ge« 
neral  opitiion,  and  fronievcry  other  circumsfanoe,  most 
speedily  occur.    The  noble  baron  spoke  as  ilX)uesta  were 
still  in  command.     If  be  thought  so,  he.  was  greatly  in. 
error,  after  all  bis  attention  to  Spanish  affairs ;  lor  while 
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the  noble  marqais  v\as  in  Spain,  that  getieral  ab^jcafp^  . 
all  his  commnnds,  (o  the  univeriial  satisfactiou  ofallth^ 
Spaniards.     He  might  be  there  yet;  but  not  in  any  CQtix^ 
mand  since  the  period  he  had  mentioned.     So  nxrtliej 
had  done  their  duty  In  giving  this  inJrormafioh,^con;>ic]cff 
ing  that,  in  ev^ry  man's  view,  Cpcsta'did  injury  to, the 
M'hole  cause.^    The  noT)ie  lord  spoke  of  the  intrigue§  aikd 
discussions  respecting  the  movcraeiifs  of  the  armies.     \Vai 
it  note.'-sentiat  to  shew  that  the.  intrigues,  and  the  weak- 
ness of  thegovernment,  were  the  causes  of  all  the  ca- 
lamiti(«.     The  sentiments  in  Albuquerque's  letter  wcr^ 
what  he   had  re|)eatef]1y  and  op(Mily  slated   himself  idi 
Spain;  and  ire  (the  noble  marquis)  would  sav  it  in  the 
front  of  the  noble  Lord  (Grenville)  that  he  should  receive 
the  thanks  of  the  Duice  of  Albuquerque,  for  his  having 
pnblicly  recorded  those  just  pretensions  of  that  illustrious 
person,  which  'he    had    ahvays  warmly  recommended, 
(HeoTy  hear!)    Were  (here  any  doubts  cast  on  those  re7 
commendations;  he  would  say,  let  the  safety  of  Cadiz,  let 
the  noble  and  gallunt  conduct  of  that  illustrious  |)ersoti 
in  marching  his  army  for  that  purpose,  tell  his  merits :  he 
presented  iLose  papers,  because  he  knew  they  would  create 
no  feeling  in  that  illustrious  person,  but  such  as  was  in 
consistency  with  hi^  noble  and  gallant  mind.     He  wished! 
to  give  the  fullest  information  as  to  all  the  circumstance^ 
attending  the  array.     (Ilearl)    The  retaliation  spokcii 
of  was  publicly  known  at  Seville,  and  the  person  proscribe 
♦  cd-by  the  French  government.     There  was  no  danger  to 
him  in  the  caise.     'J  he  facts  were  told,  and  the  \yhole 
Iransnctions  stated,  with  the  names  of  the  jrarliN*,     The 
other  names,  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord,  he  supposed 
lo  be  those  of  some  commanders.     The  names  of  two  of 
them  had  been  repeatecJly  and  publicly  r(fcorded  in  Spain. 
Publication  of  names,  he  begged  to  mention  to  the  noble 
lord,  was  one  of  the  great(^st  rewards  conferred  upon  the 
patriots  of  Spain.     (Hear  I)     He  begged  the  noble  lord 
would  preserve  his  temper,  and  not  suffer  his  understand* 
.  ing  to  be  perverted  upon  these  subject^.     Then  there  wa$ 
the  governor  of  Avila,  who  was  an  officer  employed,  and* 
placed  there  by  the  French.     He  sent  a  letter  to  Marshal 
Soult,  and  the  cotirier  by  Whom  he  sent  it  betrayed  him, 
and  sent  the  letter  to  Cuesta.    The  governor  was  no  party 
to  that  transaction ;  but   only  the    courier.     Was    the 
Fvencb  gorernor  compromised  ?    The  particulars  of  tiiis 
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ime  iMiiylblied,  while  Ike  nMe  martiiiia  i^  at  Seritfe. 
Vlfkf  <M  the  nciUe  locd  charge  ne^igl^iioe,  when  he  ha4 
fliMi  neglected  to  lafiMm  himself  us  to  the  subject  matter 
of  these  pepen  T    No  rabchief  eMid  be  likely  to  happen 
to  those  perwMM.    On  ftneral  princiiilas  be  leadilj  ad- 
mitted IM  it  wotdd  be  wtaig,  and  beyond  the  dnty  of 
the  ^vemment,  to  UyJbefore  parliafnenl  any  pariiculai; 
delaib  of  the  wcakoeas  of  condoci  and  cbaracler  of  other 
governments,  or  the  prirate  characters  and -motives  of 
inditidoals  composing  them.    BiU  when  the  hinentable 
weakness  of  the  Spanish  goverament  bad  been  the  great 
caose'of  all  their  disasters^  be  hoped  their  loidsbips  would 
aptim  those  invectives  which  were  pronounced  upon  th^ 
coodnct  of  ikiinibtersy  in  the  discharge  of  a  difficult  but 
necessary  dnty.     That  weakness  was  the   spring   and 
source  of  all  the  subsequent  difficulties,  and  produced 
those  ruinous  consequences  which  ensued.    Did  M^epine- 
ioftd  to  be  the  friends  of  Spain  and  of  her  cause  ?    Did 
we  profess  to  assist  her  in  the  day  of  her  palamity  i    AmS 
ahould  we  not  stale  her.  real  condition  and  the  uoe  causes 
of  her  misfortunes;  and  lay  down,  by  that  meaus,  the 
founditfton  of  a  better  policy  in  fqture  for  Spain,;  ^^^ 
cause  may  yet  be  redeemed ;  and  for  England  i  too>  (be 
would,  at  anoth(>r  time,  enter  into  tha(  question  mucti 
more  fully)  for  whom  it  miglU  prove  the  auspicious  cause 
of  a  better  system  of  policy,  ^iffedrl}    Above  all,  he 
hoped  that  their  lordships  would  reject  the  proposal  of  a  . 
sectet  committee ;  (hear  I)  but  if  the v  did  agree  to  it^ha 
implored  tbein,  though  they  should  send  all  the  otoer 


papersf^not  to  scud  his  dbpaiches  there. 

Earl  Grejf/i  notwithstanding  the  loud  and  triumphant 
tone  of  the  noble  marquisy  rose  lo  Biipport  the  opinions  of 
his  noble  fricMul,  on  the  impropriety  and  unfeeling  want 
of  humanity  in  the  disclosures  contained  in  tbe  papers^ 
though  lie  did  not  dispute  the  proprietor  of  giving  infor-^ 
mat  ion  in  every  view  for  their  lordships'  satisfaction^ 
without  compromising  the  9afciy  of  individuals.  If  it 
were  necessary,  injustice  to  individuals  and  the  conatry^ 
that  they  should  be  informed  of  the  character  of  the  ge« 
jtpralsand  commanders  of  the  armj,  ministers  might  havpi 
given  that  information  without  endangoring  the  safety  c^f 
|)ei*sons.  But  these  passages  were  4'itkrent.  W^  ti^ai 
the  case  of  Cuesta  ? .  lie  had  heard  the  noble  lord^a  dpi* 
nida  toudly  prodsdmed  as  that  of  the  an^y,  aiud  Iha  nad 
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also  stated  that  h  did  not  effect  hiiti  In  tbai  UNlAtqr  aoyif. 
Tile  w^kness  and  descriptron  of  GiMsta^^s  und|cr<^iicU/ig. 
had  been  dvreli  np<^ ;  but ho# wovtkl  thaibeftr  hoiOdiW^ 
in  jurisdiction  of  Ibose  campaigns,  nrhieh  anoMiexoppor^ 
tohity  would  be  afforded  to  tlie  noble  loi^d  to  enter  upon  ? 
We  had  been  told  before  of  ihifrCuefta's  armybetag  mucb 
superior  to  any  oilier  Spanish  army  that  had  ye^  lakea 
the  field.    We  heard  nothing  then  objectionable  in.bi« 
character.    .Npthing  of  that  kind  was  beard  till.Qow> 
That  night  he  was  arraigned  of  all  sorU  of  follies  and 
faults,  and  of  no  less  than  treachery.    The  man  was  nol 
present  to  speak  for  himself;  but  the  sentence  of  cond^iur 
nation  was  to  be  passed  with  all  seyerit}*.    The  nob|il^ 
lord  had  called  Cuesta's  army  the  .best  disciplined  armjf 
of  Sprain.    (Hear  I)    Was  it  a  slight  merit  in  Cpcsta  to 
recruit  and  discipline  that  force  ?    R^allect  the  circum* 
stances  of  Spain  after  the  dispeisiotn  of:  the  two  armies  of 
Castanos  and  the  Duke  of  Iiifantado;  there  was  nothing 
left  in  the  field ;  and  yet  this  Cuesta  coUected  .the  best 
armyt    Grantinjf)  however,  that  he  was  unfit  to  com* 
mand,  i^as  it  quite  fair,  now  that  he  is  removed,  to  make 
these  hieavv  charges  against  him,  and. the  same  too  against 
Venegacs?  f  he  noble  marquis  says»  Cuesta  iS'  not  now  iA 
command.      Granted;   biit  it  was  known  tq  bira(Earl 
Grey>  that  Cuesta  was  then  at  Cales,  and%  probably 
contributing  to  the  defence  of  that  important  city,  thf 
last  port  of  3pain.      But  after  all  that  had  happened  ' 
in  other  parts  of  the  country,  who  could  say  what  n^fj^bt 
be  the  consequences  of  thus  denouncing  Cuest^  ?    Tbo 
nqble  lord  had  sufficiently  defended  himself  against^th^ 
charge    of  tbos^  (pisrheps   unfounded)   accusations    of 
Cuesta  ?    lie  said,  was  it  not  material  to  know  the  Duko 
of  Albuquerque's  opinions  ?    Perhaps  not.    If,  indeed^ 
the  assertion  generally  of  officers  of  rank  in  the  Spapisb 
service  were  stated,  there  was  ne  necessity  for  the  procfiaor 
tign  of  a  private  ebnfidential  letter.    But  might  it  noi 
make  some  diHerence  with  respect  to  the  Duke  of  Alba* 
querque,  that  though  he  loudly  proclaimed  his.opinioo^ 
he  was  endeavouring  secretly  to  obtain  the  command  for 
h(iiiseif  ?    Might  not  that  have  a  principal  effect  towards 
hiin  ?    Aiul  what  iftight  not  he  be  suppo^  to  fee)  from 
it^'upon'  genera!  principles,  when  he  saw  the  private  letr^ 
teir  exposed,  and  reprcsentitig  him  as  inlriguuig  for  cora^ 
mtCi\&  ?    Consider  the  possible  consequences  of  tl^is  UAS^it . 
Vol.  II.— 1810.  "    Nu 
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vised  pubHcatipn  on  the  Diibe  of  Albuquerque,  on  tbf 
kninds  of  tiie  people ot  Calcs  ?  Might  it  not  be  injurious 
fiot  only  to  Its  mtercsts^  but  also  to  our'  own  interests 
there,  as  well  as  to  the  cause  of  Spain  ?    The  poble  mar* 

Suis  disdained  alt  reserve  on  otbe^  points,  and  he  (£ai| 
riev)'  was  DOW  glad  one  paper  had  been  produced^  as  we 
could  thereby  disclaim  all  share  in  a  barbarous  mode  of 
"^varfare.  Seven  hundred  French  prisoners,  it  is  slated 
▼evy  coolly,  were  thrown  into  the  Minho.  Possibly  Hxifi 
Was  an  act  of  retaliation ;  but  a  matter  so  horrid  made  it 
indispensable  that  we  should  have  clearly  shewn  it  to  be 
a  retaliation.  IF  ministers  thought  fit  tu  publish  it,  they 
fchould  have  told  the  cireumstaDces.  This  was  the  (irst 
statement  which  France  could  lay  hold  of  on  such  a  sub* 
ject.  France  might  say,  there  is  vour  document,  and  ^ 
^rou  are  not  able  to  show  why  the  tuing  was  done.  The 
effect  this  might  have  on  the  war  was  obvious,  on  your 
'own  countrymen  in  prison,  and  on  others  in  the  PeniAsuI»y 
4vhom  the  French  may  take.  The  French,  (hough  often 
liighly  censurable  in  the  course  of  the  "war,  yet  we  know 
that  their  army  has  retained  many  of  tite  honourable  feel- 
ings of  old  France.  This  they  had  shewn  at  an  eaiiy 
|>eriod  of  the  late  war,  when  they  refused  to  carry  lota 
esLecnlion  the  sanguinary  deci^ee  ffit  giving  no  quarter  to 

{prisoners  of  the  kn^lish  and  Hanoverians.  Lord  Wel- 
ingtan,  too,  had  told  them  how  well  they  had  treated 
*  our  soldiers  aAer  the  battle  of  Talavera.  To  advert, 
often  to  this  recent  attention  to  the  laws  of  civilised  war, 
^hich  might  give  France  a  pretext  for  departbg  from 
this  system,  was  roost  unwise.  There  was  another  case 
mentioned,  of  a  French  officer  and  some  me  A  applying 
to  a  Spaniard  for  concealment,  in  order  to  take  a  Spanish 
place  Dy  surprize ;  tliis  person  let  them  in,  and  assassinat- 
ed them  all.  *  Th^  noble  lord  insisted  that  there  was  one 
n  of  the  information  contained  in  these  papers  which 
IS  unquestionably  roosi  rasit  and  imprudent  in  his 
majesty^s  ministers  to  divulge,  and  that  was  a  passage  te* 
lative  to  the  government  ofAvila;  that  passage,  if  trans- 
lated intd  French,  must  shew  that  the  governor  of  Avihi 
]|4d  betrayed  his  trust;  and  If  that  should  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  his  m^ier  (Bonaparte)  who  was  known 
|p  be  so  severe  in  his  judgment,  and  so  prompt  and  ter- 
rific  in  his  punishment  of  those  who  disobey  his  com* 
jnandS)  or  were  in  his  opinion  fituUy  in  their  dut^,  ai^l 


\ 


iiegliffent  of  the  con,fi({ience  reposed  in  them,  it  would  bo 
eas^  for  the  hoase  to  suppose  what  raust  be  his  fate^  when^ 
in  consequence  of  the  information  given  bj  the  noblp 
nmrquis  and  his  colleagues,  his  conduct^  as  stated  in  these 
papers,  should  come  to  the  knowledge  of  his  austerf 
master.  Ferhaps,  in  consequence  of  this  informationi  his 
mandate  mi^ht,  at  the  inqmenlof  this  debate^  bettavcllin^ 
to  Spain  ibrthc  im'thediate  executlbn  of  (his  unfortunate 
man,  thus  made  a  sacrifice  by  the  eagerness  of  ministers 
to  place  their  own  conduct  In  the  most  fktourable  point 
of  view,  no  matter  who  else  might  suffer  by  it.  Tho 
noble  lord  had  made  a  brilliant  appeal  to  the  house^  atid 
bad  expressed  a  wi>b  that  every  word  he  had  said,  aod 
everv  toiog  he  had  done  during  his  residaice  in  Spain^ 
Height  be  published  to  the  world  at  largis.  This  mignt  be 
Very  well  on  his  part,  and  h^  bad  no  doubt  but  Che  noble 
marquis  ibrmed  this  wish  from  his  own  opinion  at  leasts 
that  such  publication  would  tend  to  justifj^  bis  condad.. 
Ai  the  stime  time,  however,  that  be  did  this,  itbeboved 
him,  when  be  was  about  to  divu^e  and  publish  to  the 
world  what  had  vp9fised  between  other  persons  and  the 
British  government,  to  be  on  his  guard,  4qd  not  promul* 
gate  any  matters  or  circumstances  on  which  the  fate  of 
Others  might  be  implicated,  not  only  as  to  their  charac- 
ters, buit  even  as  to  their  lives.  This  had^  in  his  opinion, 
been  greatly  neglected  in  many  parts  of  the  uiforrantioiip 

given  to  the  bouse  and  to  the  world,  in  the  papers  now 
efore  their  lordships ;  and  the  house  had  no  otiier  mode 
of  putthig  a  stop  to  ftucb  proceedings  in  future  but  by 
Hgreeing  to  the  motion  of  his  noble  friend.  There  was 
only  one  point  more  on  which,  he  would  trouble  their 
lordshipMB  on  the  present  occasion.  ^  In  a  former  debate 
the  noble  marqub  nad  justified  the  conduct  of  Lord  Wel« 
M^gion  at  Talavera,  by  stating  that  General  Yenegas  had 
been  stopped  in  his  progress  by  an  order  from  government 
for  which  he  (the  noble  marquis)  could  not  account ;  but 
it  had  since  turned  out  that  General  Tenegas  had  beeu 
placed  in  a  very  disagreeable  situation,  and  that  the  true 
Cause  of  his  not  advancing  was  from  the  intelligence  he 
bad  received,  that  Lord  Wellington  would  not  be  able  U> 
proceed  from  want  of  provisions.  With  regard  to  th)5 
|Nipers  in  question^  ministers  had,  in  his  opinion,  bec4i 

edtvof  a  great  crin\e  in  producing  them ;  nnd  the  noble 
d  kad  thereby  shewn  himself  totally  insufficient  tcf  diar 
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charge  ffae  doltes  of  the  important  station  be  then  filled, 
lie  vroiiM,  therefoity  xko9i  cordially  snpport  the  motion  of 
hii  itoble  friend. 

*  Tbe motion  was  tfaeh read  from  tbewoolsacki  and  ncga«> 
(iTcd  witboat  a  division. 


MOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FAinAY,  MARCH  so. 
EtPBBtTIOll  TO  TJUE  fCUBLnT. 

Sir  Th&moM  Tuttm  Iben  rose.  After  ibe  bng  and  able 
dtscilssion  MfhvA  the  question  bad  received,  it  woolfl  be 
tvasting  I  be.  time  a  Ad  attention  of  tbe  bouse,  and  wonld  be 
'the  height  of  presumption  in  bim  to  think  that  be  cm\d 
add  to  what  had*  already  been  said.  Befoie  he  proeeeded 
to  deliver  his  opinion  on  tbe  motionand  amendment  before 
tbe  hoose^  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  premite  a  few 
vdrds.  ThQ  opinion  which  he  shoold  find  himself  called 
on  to  express  on  tbe  present  question,  he  roast  extend  to  all 
his  majesty's  ministers  wil  boat  distinct  inn.  The  deKberate 
judgment  of  bb  nlind  involvedMn  tbe  question  noir  under 
consideration,  alt  tbe  persons  cbmposiiig  his  maiesty^s  ca« 
binet,  and  pronounced  every  person  who  gave  bis  rote  on 
the  occasion  answeraUe  fat  the  conseauenoea  of  that  vote* 
He  esteemed  it  highly  pernicious  to  lay  it  down  that  tbe 
noble  lord  late  at  tlie  head  of  the  war  department  wdi 
abme  responsible.  Tbe  question  seemed  to  resolve  itself 
info  three  parl8:-^lst.  What  were  the  objects  of  the  expedl* 
tion  1 2ttdy  Us  execution ;  and  3d,  the  retention  of  Walche* 
Ten.^^The  first  of  these  points  natnritUy  divided  itself  inta 
two  heads,  Ist,  so  fhr  as  the  objects  were  purely  British, 
nnd  secondly,  how  f^r  the  expedition  could  be  supposed  to 
produce  a  diversion  in  favour  of  Austria.  Toe  last  of 
these,  as  being  mosteasiiy  disposed  ol*,  be  should  take  first. 
Not  only  was  this,  from  the  first  view  of  tbe  thinff,  highly 
improbable,  but  the  fact  was  completely  contradicted  by 
documents  on  tbe  table.  Tbe  right  honourable  gentleman , 
et-aecretary  for  foreign  afiairs,  had  contended  that  Austiia 
viewed  tbe  invasion  of  Flushing  in  this  ligbt^and  with  the 
view  of  proving  this  moved  tor  papers  on  this  subject. 
These  papers  were  now  produced, 'and  Miedlhe  assertion 
fhen  made  that  such  a  measure  was  esteemed  fatal,  inlOTi- 
ously  fatal  to  the  French  cause.  Jt  was  remarkable  that 
w>  date  was  given  at  t  e  time  to  tbfo  opinioni  or  request 
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oTHke  Ausbian  ^oTernment ;  but  when- the  paper  i^ame  to 
be  produced,  and  the  daite  to  l)e  looked   at,  it  was  db^ 
covered  that  the  paper  was  dated  in  May  1809,  and  that 
the  plaoeto  which  the  diVersioA  was  sought  to  be  directed 
was  the  north  of  Germany .     He  believed  the  gaHnnt  gene^ ' 
tal  (Craufard)  was  right,  that  the  views  of  our  allies  were 
not  always  to  be  attended  to  in  cases  such  as  this*    Rtit  it 
was  said,  a  diversion  mig^bt  be  mkde  by  the  capture  of  A  nt« 
werpy  as  it  would  prove  injurious  to  Napoleon.    If  an  expe* 
ditioB  had  been  sent  wbicn  could  have  destroyed  Antwerp, 
he  agreed  that  then  it  might  be  an  object^  as  it  might  induce 
him  to  send  troops  thither ;  but  ifthiswas  the  object  it 
unquestionably  could  not  succeed  in  the  manner  in  which 
it  had  been  planned.      He  (Sir  T.  Turton)  did  not 
approve  of  ex(Mitions:'  but  did  the  honourable  geAo- 
lai  tldrih  if  the  wishes  of  Austria  had  been  complt(*d  with, 
and  la  diversion  had  been  made  in  the  north  of  Germany, 
that  he  wodld  have  i^n  more  killed  and  .wounded  in  the 
list  than  now  met  the  eye.     How  iar,  then,  had  the  e3t\xv 
dition  to  the  Scheldt  operated  as  a  diversion  in  favour  of 
Austria  ?    Had  ministers  by  that  expedition  driven  a  sin« 
gle  nkan  from  the  Danitbe*?    Had  they  thereby  prevented 
one  man  fiom  going  there  ?    So  (ar  the  contrary,  it  was  a 
&LCtf  at  the  time  the  expedition,  took  pbce,  an  armistice 
had  been  agreed  to  lietween  France  and  Austria,  and  no 
divenion  in  fisfcvour  of  the  latter  power  could  be  of  any 
avail/    What,  then,  was  the  case  as  to  the  other  part  of 
the  question?  and  was  the 'Ohject  comraenfsuratc  with  the 
viA  to  be  run?     On  that  ground,  and  on  that  alone,  he 
%rished  to  view  it.    Tlie  objects  were  the  destruction  of  the 
araenallB  at  Antwerp,  and  of  the  basin  at  Flushing.    Thi 
Conner  of  these  they  did  not  effect.      But  were  the  means 
lahioh  ministers- employed  equal  to  the  end  they  had  in 
view  ?    Did  they  consult  the  persotif^  most  interested  in 
tlai  snccesB  of  the  expedition  ?    They  did,  indeed,  consult 
five  geneml  offioera,aIl  of  whose  opinions  were,  to  a  gredtet 
or  smaller  extent,  adverse  to  the  plan.     All  in  this  M^ny, 
tthevefore^  was  risk.    They  took  no  opinion,  however,  front 
£arl  Chatham,  yfho  was  to  have  the  chief  command,  nor 
from  the  second  in  command.  Sir  Eyre  Cooic.    -  The^ 
were  not  at  the  trouble  to  ascertain  whether  those  two 
'^flhiers  carried  along  with  them  that  sotit  and  spirit — ^th^t 
cenfidente  in  their  own  powers,  which' wei«  alone  calcnia- 
Jtfld  iof;xye.eSkct  to  the  expedition.    A  right  honourable 


Kilenan  (Sfr.  Rote)  said)    tbiit  all  the  oljeet  tikejr 
I  in  view  was  Flusbtng.     Did  we  not  hear,   bowcvert 
fiom  the  right  honourable  seoretary,  that  it  wa?  nothings 
at  all ;  ;uid  that,  if  thev  had  not  calcttlttted  on  the  ahip$ 
M  Antwerp^  tliey  would  not  have  undertaken  the  eKpeat- 
lion*    Another  honotirable  g^ntlemnn  (Mr.  FttjBgCTald) 
bad  toki  them  that,  at  tmc  time,  he  believed  in  the 
month  of  April,  there  \^ere  a  fleet  in  the  basin  of  Flushing. 
This  was  exactly  what  he  (SirT.  Turton)  oomplainfed  w, 
tbat,.  oot  of  an  army,  as  given  to  us  on  paper,  aniOantbig 
to  105,000  men,  and  which  cost  89  mUlions  of  nioocy,  wr 
coold  iw4  find  16,000  diitposable  men  for  an  expedition  or 
'  this  kind,  wlien  it  might  have  been  of  service.    At  tiMS 
moment,  however,   wli^n  minister^  were  consnltiag  Sir 
D.  Dundason  tbls  subject,  the ships^wereactually 20 miles 
above  Flushing*    This  was  a  snflsciently  satisfectory  Ite^ 
swer,  as  to  the  importance  of  Flushing,  it  wm  then  nothing 
but  a  place  ifi  which  to  bury  our  troops^.  Sir  B*  Sttachaui^ 
too,  objected  to  the  measure  in  terms  so  sttong^  that  it 
seemed  astouishing  ministers  should  ifot  have  thought  6f 
employing  some  other  naval  commander^  who  entertained 
greater  hopes  of  soocess*  '  I  ndeed  it  was  impotssiUe  for 
any  man  wlio  knew  iVe  country^  not  at  once  to  be  strnck 
with  the  folly,  and  almost  impracticabiiity  of  the  mea» 
sum.    It  was  only  suflkient  for  a  matfi  to  get  Qp  to  tlie 
lisighfs  of  Middleburg,  and  ^reet  a«ignal  there,  to  assem* 
ble  from  Bergen«op«-zoom  and  the  surrounding  country 
i^0,000  men,  or  any  other  naAiber,  in  the  couise  of  a 
week.    The  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  knew,  from  the 
opinion  of  Sir  U.  Straaban,  th«f  t  he  could  get  none  of  the 
enemy's  ^hips ;  and  be  was  besides  informed,  that  a  whole 
sQuattron  of  pilots  would  be  necessary.     He  agreed  ihat 
h^hnd  made  no  prepomtion,  tbat  be  had  no  pilots,  but 
aatjsiied  himself  with  informing  Sir  Richard  that  he  would 
be  able  to  get  plenty.    The  p^[>ers  on  the  taUe^  boweveff 
gave  the  house  to  underhand  that  one  pilot  only  was 
found.    Sir  Home  Popbam,  when  asked  his  bpiition,  de» 
sires  them,  far  God'a  sake,  to  be  ready  tO:  sail  before  the 
S5lh  of  June,  and^  above  all  things,  to  bav^e  a  squadnm 
^f  pilots.  Yet,  afW  all  thi%  what  £>es  the  noUe  Idrd  dof 
He»aandaon  this  expedition  S3  ships  of  theKne^  ttotbe«> 
ibpethe  SS(h  June,  but  on  the  97lb  Jdy ;  and  tasteadof 
having V  squadron  of  pilots,  withotit  any,  and  wMioot 
the  fiMiibiliiy  nf  procuring  any  but  me.    When -sachaift 


eiqpfSdiHoii'as  Ibis  was  «ciit,  it  was ,  necessftry  to  give  11m 
cbfir^  of  ft  to  a  comroaiuier  of  higli  knowleJ^  and  alalia 
Het[StrT.  Turton)  did  not  mean  to  saj  tfantr  the  noble 
lord  on  whom  the  commaEud  was  bestowed  wished- to'have 
it.  But  what  was  the  opinion  of  the  coantrjr  of  thenriU^ 
iMj  talenta  of  that  noble  lord  ?  He  wished  to  my  nothing' 
of  him  disrespectful.  In  common  with  the  cmiMtiy  'he 
owed  htm  much.  We  o^9&i  to  that  noble  lord  the  safety 
of  the  greater  part  of  onr  army.  Btft  what  pains  had  tlie 
Itoble  lord  taken  to  acquire  information^  or  what  informa* 
tion  did  he  actually  possess  on  the  subjeet  of  the  ezpedi^ 
tion.  Of  Antwerp  he  knew  noth  tng«  Of  Ltllo  he  knew 
nptnore  than  that  there  wassucha  place-^iehad  heard  of 
it.  *  Tbis  ex^pdition,  tlicn,  from  which  so  much  was  ex^ 

Eectedy    sailed  under  a  naval  commandek*  who  bad  lio 
opes  of  it,  and  who  was  unwilling  to  ga;  and  under  a 
military  commander  who  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  ot 
of  the  strength  or  sttdalion  of  the  places  he  was  called  on 
to  attack.   Then  ^hat.sliould  be  said  to  persons  who  forced 
!ferwards^ch  aq  expedition  under  such  controal?  -  Tl^ 
Iionourable  baronet  proceeded  (k>«hew  the  impracticability 
of  the  measure,  and  even   that,  if  the  pliant  general 
(Grauford)  had  been  entrusted  with  the  command,  imd 
had  been  equally  successful  in  %hting  the  lalfles  in 
reality,  on  the  different  scene^i  of  action,  as  he  had  been 
ip  describing  them  in  that  bouse,  ^eyen  after  all,  'he  could 
liavc  had  no  contrpul  over  the  ships  at  Antwerp^  which 
conld'ha^ye  been  carried  farther  Up  the  rtyer ;,  and  thus, 
had  minister^  succeeded  to  the  utmost  of  their  wishes,  the 
ships,  the  principal  object 'in  yieW)  would  haye  escaped 
their  seizure. 
.  He  now  came  to  the  question  regarding  the  Tetention  of 
Walcheren.    It  was  argued  as  some  merit  in  ministers, 
that  they  had  withdrawn  part  of  the  army  from  that  island. 
*But,  were  they  the  less  liable  to  censure,  when  they  kept 
a  sio^lf  soul  there  i    From  the  date  of  the  iirst  commu« 
nicfttion  from  Sir  E.  Coote,  (9th  September,)  at  which 
time  there  were  60CQ  sick  on  the  island,  it  was  incniiibeirt 
on  minisiters  to  haye  witbdrnwa  the  whole  force  which  re* 
tnained  there*    In  retaining  it,  after  the  opinions  urged 
upon  t^m  to  the  contrary,  they  became  solely  responsil>t6 ' 
fo^  Uje  Consequences^    There  could  be  no  object  whatever '^ 
in  their  vcontem  plat  ion  for  such  conduct.    They  pretended 
tci  be  uawilUn]^  to  lose  Mfhat  tbc^  called  the  uaticnml  chaN 


>9  «nd  to  thU  idle  chimera  they  were  content  to  ^« 
Cfiftoe  daiW  the  Taluable  iiyes  of  a  njoinber  of  tlieix  fdUpw. 

•  Mbjecta*  The  noble  lonji  (Castlerea^h)  talked  as  if  bjr  this 
cxpfdition  be  had  l^)hieved  something  great. for  the  co|ip« 
try,  or  lor  theoomnnion  eaijise.  That  ooUe  Iord|ittn%-» 
toiNitcIyy  was  of  that  spirit  w)iiQli  led  him  con^tanUylo 
wifth  lo  embroil  the  country  in  expeditions^  and  if,  he 
cuuld  Bot^  diyr  after  day,  involve  them  in  expedition 
«fif  s  rspedition^  he  saw  that  his  situation  conld  not  he 
safe^  Did  ministers  say  so  bow  ? .  Afier  this  most  u^fqr^ 
(rniate  expedition — after  this  outrage  on  bumaiuty,  ji^nd 
mU  the  nobler  feelings  of  the  heart-^id  they  wish  again 
^o  indulge  in  t)iis  spirit  ?  The  noble  lord  asked,  wu^kl 
you  restrain  the  martial  spirit  of  the  qountry,  by  reciom* 
mending  Ci)pl  and  cidculating  precaution  f  He  >youl4  fn* 
gwer,  that  he  was  sure  the  ruler  of  FrnuQe  iicfer  expoi* 
cooed  a  happier  day,  than  that. on  which  Jiie  s^w  tb^  noiblo 
lord  9Qnd  such  a  body^  of  men  to  perish  qo  the  i\^uu^I  of 
Wulcheren.  *^  Notwithstafiding  I  dislike  cofitinGnt^l  ^x« 
.peditions»"  said  Sir  Thotn^s,  ^^  I  should  have  rejoiised.to 
haveseen  these  37.000  mca  s^nt  to  join  XiOcd  Welliiigj^pn 
in  SpsAn^  Even  af^  the  captuie  at  Antwerp  was  found 
impracticable,  I  should  have  rejoiced  tq  )^ave  seen. , the 
whole  army  at  once  removed  from  \yaIchcreo,iand  sfQer 
leinj^  carried  to  Portugal,  to  be  refreshed,  tlicn  lo^be  s^nt 
4o  join  Lord  Wellington  ia  Spain,  ana  iii  either  .of  :^hese 
events  I  entertain  little  doubt,  thai,  at  that  time,  they  wpuld 
Imve^l^n  able  to  clear  the  Peninsula/*  This  ¥\f^s^  atr^exr 
.pedition  iu  which  England  aiQi\p  was  ^nterc^cd.  If  it  Jffld 
succeeded  to  the  utmost  extent,  ppt  a  single  advantage 
could  have  been  derived  from  it  to  Austria*     Evon  tp 

•  JSaglaod  the  chances  were  all*  unfavourable.  Tlie  calcula- 
tions of  success  were  few — the  rit.ks  were  great  and  many. 
Ue  would  put  it  to  any  twelve  discerning,  men,  and  le^ve 
them  lo  decide,  if,  with  such  an  end  in  view,  it  was  pos* 
bible  to  think  that  a  man  could  be  found  hardy  cnijugn  to 
nak  an  army  iu  such  an  expedition  ?  The  ri^ht  honour* 
able  gentlemen  opposite  were  now  on  their  trialj  and  lie 
culled  on  them,  agreeably  to  the  .uniform  and  established 
practice,  when  members,  to  go  out  of  the  house  after  they 
had  m^de  their  defence.  For  them  to  vote  on  this  QQca« 
.siou.  would  be  contrary  to  the  principles  of  justice.  On 
this  ground  be  was  astoni^ted  to  hear  the  right  hopourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Canning)  say|  th^t  he  should  give  hu 


;  Vote  in  favmir  ofthe  amendment.     Did  tlii^  rk^Ht  HMMtJ 
'nfcle  gentteoian  not  knoir  that  he  hlmartf  was  here  A  twtty 
'fidciHed  ?     What  woii<d  he  think  of  a  mart  whb,  peinj^ 
iindej'  trial  for  a  theft,  should  jamp  into  the  jilrj-lltfic^  and 
My,  let  me  "^ot^f  tind  then  you  will  -ffnd  nie  not  gaHtj^. 
CrHitkmen  mlglit  think  he  pot  an  ektreme  case^  tmt'k^ 
submitted  it  Was  ekac^Iy'ln  point.    Getittemen  Wer^  not 
erttftfifitf,  without  violating^  e?ery  priricipfe  oTJtisii^e*,  to    , 
•vofeina  case  where  they  ihem^l  res -were  the  parties  ac-. 
liiised:     Let  <hem  leave  the  questtpri,  if  th^y  Wished  to* 
itaffd  exciilpated  in  the  eyes  of  the  country,  to  ttie  deei^ 
Hon  of  those  aroitnifl  them  ;  and  let  them  riot  «iy  j  ^*  I  vote  • 
•nlyAe^f  innocent,"   He  put  it  to  tke  right  hdnoontble  gen- 
tlemen, that  they  Were  called  on  to  go  Out,  .  (Alaugh.) 
'The  right  honourable  js^entiemen  l^n^hed.    He  knew  what 
't%at  laugh  meant.     It  was  as  much  as  td  ask,  if  he*  (Sir 
T;  Ttoirtort)  Were  in 'a  similar  situation,"  would  he  do  so? 
'He   answe^,    npdil    hi^  consdetice^   undoubtedly  he 
;^6itfd.  '  He  bej^ged  ^  the  boose  not  to  consider  the 
*rote  ofi!bi$  nfeht  as  hnferoly  a  censure  on  ministers^  Imt  tw 
Hlkirtd  ft  in  1^\gh€r  consideration.     He  conceived  it  hi  a 
'kigher  point  of  tie  w.   Hfe  was  for  the  fortHer  in  re  suavUer 
in  fiiodcf.    He  meant  that,  at  leasf,  the  country  sbotfid  fie 
'  ^Htiirfied  that  the  bouse  entertained  a  higher  view  of  thd 
^^ufajecf ,  and  that  tliey  would  not  sufltr  the  blood  aiid  ^tBi" 
^sure  of  the  country  €o  be  so  lavishly,  unprofitabty,  aVid 
unnecessarily  squandered.     If  ministers  were  not  to  be 
'checked  in  such  sclieines  as  that  now  under  consideration^ 
'adieu  to  every  parliamentary  chedk ;  adieu  to  all corrtroul 
i>rer  the  servants  of  the  crown.     There  was  another  thine 
nfrhich  it  was  incarabefrt  on  the  house  to  recolleet.     All 
tliTs  was  done  at  a  period  when  there  wasn  disunion  simoug 
fflihisters.     If  there  liad  been  any  thing  like  nrtion  among 
them,1t  was  to  be  expected  that  ihey  would  not  so  shaihe- 
'    IJitty   have  neglected  the  suggestions   and   intrcati^  of 
'  8tlr  E.  Coote.     Probably  they  were  then  wafting  for  tijei 
doming  of  that  eastern  star,  vrhom  they  expected  to  illo-  ' 
mine  and  enlighten  tlieir  dark  councils.     Thisj  too,  it  was 
"posdble,    had  occiisioncd  them  to  keep  back  the  warm 
•  doathingof  t\\e  troops,  and  not  even  to  send  it  till  tw6 
''Urgent  applications  were  made  that  it  might  bese'ntdut. 
"He  v^iilrtd,  for  the  good  of  hfs  country,  that  the  very 
•'id^B  of  expeditions  Was  extirpated,     (jfeavi  htar  f  fftim 
--fht  mimxtetial  brndt^)    W«i.4  the  nobfe  lord^  or  the  rfgfct 
Vol.,  II  — iSIO.  Oo 


bonoiinible  ^utkmiin  not  yetsalUfird  ?  DhI  they  •mi^Uato 
anj  new  expedition,  vhicii  v^i^'^b'  lo-morrow's  {Mpec 
might  annauncc?  (i/c'iir,  fiear!)  If  they  did  so,  tiiis 
liinmhod  an  additioual  ground  fur  the  removnl  of  minisi* 
tew.  ( Ilear^  hear  I  fr&m  the  minisUrial  bench^)^^  Then 
mv  tirmi  mind  is,"  fiaid  Sir  Thomas,  ^^  (hat  tbehappineis 
orlhc  country  depends  on  tiieir  removal." 

Mr*  Canning  explained,  that  it  \ias  not  lie  who  moved 
for  the  paper  alluded  to  h v  the  honourable  baronet,  asex^ 
planatory  of  (be  wishes  of  Austria;  nor  did  He  vindicate 
the  expedition  on  that  ground  of  conlioental  diversion. 

General Lofius  vindicated  the  policy  of  the  ex-pedidon, 
which  was  rendered  {Kculiarly  necessary  from  the  relative 
situation  of  Europe  at  the  lime.  Bonaparte  had  been 
obliarcd  iit  Ihat  moment  to  Ix;  on  bis  arms,  waiting  forre^ 
inforccmeTits  from  France,  HoIIund,  and  every  other  stale 
-which  had  become  subservient  (o  him.  If  ever  there  warn 
a  time  in  which  the  countrj^  was  bound  to  make  such  an 
cftbrt,  that  was  the  period.  We  wem  bound  to  look  (o  the 
preparutioiis  making  bv  France  for  the  destruction  of  ibi» 
country^  To  looklo  France,  in  pos^^ssion  of  the  oontih 
jjent ;  to  our  own  narrow  seas<;  to  Holland,  no  kMigcrooe 
of  the  outposts  of  tliis  country,  but  now  ako  become  sub^ 
ject  lo  France ;  and  then  to  say,  if,  in  such  a  state  of 
things,  ministers  were  not  only  justifiable,  buteven  bound 
to  make  an  at(<m  pt  of  (his  kind  ?  Our  great  and  nciaiii  ob« 
ject  at  this  moment  was  the  command  of  our  narrow  sea<, 
which  he  hoped  would  be  alwayi^  kept  in  view.  Thetf 
wu^  he  contended,  i)o  impeiliment  lo  the  succor  of  tile 
late  u^iK'dUion,  except  the  winds  and  the  weather.  Thai 
.ihe  enemy  was  not  in  gre^t  force  at  Antwerp  wasapparcut^ 
else  they  would  not  have  allowed,  us  to  take  .posse>sion  of 
Batz,  one  of  its  gT(*at  avenue».  The  honourable  general 
proceeded  to  point  uut  instances  in  which,  to  ^ave  the 
(owns,  and  at  the  nqnest  of  the  inhabitants,  both  Antwerp 
and  Ostend  had  I^hhui  surrrnciernl  to  liic  armies  under  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  and  Prince  Eugene,  and  concluded 
.by  giving  his  su|^port  to  the  amendtnent^ 

Sir  Frof/cis  liurded  was  very  niMch  surprizc^Iat  the  doc* 
trine- which  he  hud  heard,  that  beCi'iuhc  it  was  an  object 
of  vital  impoitance.to  destroy  Antwerp,  we  should  ther«i- 
fore  have  undertakeu  it  with  means  inadequate  to  its  execu* 
tion.  He  had  thought,  that,  in  proportion  to  the  iinport* 
•nee  of  the  obj<i€t,  ou|rht  to  be  the  nupans  employed.   6<ir» 
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pnaed-ns  be  was  at  tbts,  lio^evvr,  he  C9nf^S6(Hl  hi$  ^ktO'* 
aklffOCRtnvas  itMnreafteel  in  a  tenfold  ^Ic^i^ae.at  (k^  opnl 
Hidifferenotf  Viiii  wbicli  llie  noble  IcvJ  op4i<H»ite  -ita^  ^if^ 
fecled  tuar^TttttOfi  cakuniiies  which  hnd  beer)  .derive^J.^ta 
tbecoatitry  from  bisAiis^ce8^*calamUi^j}i'>re  <liv)s(r(|^»,> 
move  disgraceful,  and  more  dreadful  than  had  ariMDu  fro^^ 
any  other  expedithin  in  the  history  of  lh<?  war  dowa  tothti 
present. period.  *  Tiie  iiT)bIc  lord  had  expn.\sM»d  a  \»k^i^  to 
have  this  ex|N;diliuii  fried  by  the  fact.     Jo  hU  opiuioMi 
thatVaa  precisely  ihc  ordeal  by  wldch,  in  order  tobui^ 
the  interest  of  the  noblo  lord,  it  ooghi  not  Uy  be  (rind. ;  l>e« 
cause  there  was  not  one  siogle  fact  whici)  did  not  nuUtnlo 
difsectiy  against  ib  a(h^}>tion«     The  ri^^ht  l^nourable  ^cn^ 
tieman  opposite  had,  oti  hist  night,  entered  into  a  long 
ami  laboured  defence  of  tlie  ex}>6dition  ;  and«  in  order  to 
distract  the  mind   of  the  house  from  ibe  only  point  to 
which  it  should  be  directed,  he  took  a  survey  of  (be  siti»a« 
tion  of  the  whole  worht ;  and  ar^i^ued.  ihat  an  expedition 
ought  to  baye  been  sent  somewhere.     He  had  stated  that 
'  ,itcottkl  not  be  sent  to  the  porth,  or  lo  Germany,  or.  to 
TKie»te,  without  considerable  danger;  danger,  indeed,  of 
total  tuiiiU'e*     He  had  even,  in  his  fancied  speculations, 
taihed  of  tieading  the  Straits  of  Gibndtsir,  and  prophesied 
great  danger  from  such  an  attem()t.    Jie  was  not  disposed 
to  deny  that  ev^y  one  of  those  expeditions  might  lukn 
been  abortive  and  ill-advised  ig  (be  adoption,  but  he  would 
deny  that  any  one  of  them  could  have  met  with  morecom^ 
ptete  failure,  or  more  calamitous  consctinence,  than  did 
the  one  which  was  acted  on.     (ffearj  htar !)    Neither  tlia 
menaced  Prussian  army,^  nor  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  nor 
the   Mediterranean   ^i,  could  be  more  frightfully  fatal 
than  the  mandate  which  sent  our  brave  and  patient  troope 
lo  fall  before  an  invincibly  enemy^,.  the  plague,  in  the 
marshes  of  Walcberen.    Ministers,  however,  did  not  think 
ao;  thpy  determined  to  send  out  an  expedition,  and  out 
they  sent  one,  without  having  obtained  one  particle  of  in«  * 
tbrmaiion  as  to  how  it  should  proceed ,  or  taking  one  single 
precaution  against  the  many,  perils  which  impeded  their 

Srogress.  In  March  last,  the  noble  lord  conceived  the 
ea  of  lb  is  campaign  ;  he  thought  he  had  a  disposabh; 
«fOrcc,  and  since  he  had  it  he  was  determined  to  waste  it ;  ^ 
and  80  ha  sent  to  the  commander-in-chief  for  his  opinion 
on  the  subject.  The  commauder-iifohief  sent  back  for 
aassver,  that*  he  coidd  not  spare  16^000  men  for  the  pui* 
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d^  THB  l^lIltttAifBinfAlftr  fttOQItTXtt;  ^OV. 

p6fle  t  Sixfeen  thmisind  men  otrl  of  the  en  of  mous  ettnbUril* 

inent  paid  for  by  the  country  I    The  expedition  «9oald  i|et/ 

therefore, sail  in  March.  No;  necessity , and  the prvdettee 

df  th6  ministry  prevented  it.     I'l^  fever  was  not  then  to 

be  met  with,  and  the  ships  mi^ht  then  hare  been  Utkm  ; 

and  so  the  expedition  was  deferred  until  the  raginscof  tbo 

disease,  arid  the  safety  of  the  amanieMt.     In  July  then 

ipiey  set  out  to  carry  the  fever,  Antwerp,  and  the  fleet,  by 

a  coup-de«main — (Hear!) — ^a  conp«de*main !  and  yet  it 

.  appeared,  by  the  orders  of  the  French  ^mprror  to  his  of*" 

iicers,  that  be  was  apprised  of  the  intention  even  so  far 

bnck  as  March.     If  he  had  not  this  oercainty,  audi  were 

the  cabals  and  vacillation  of  the  ministry,  that  be  would 

not  believe  they  had  fbemselves  conceived  the  project  at 

that  period.  He  could  not  help  now  makiniy  one  infeieace^ 

however,  from  our  poverty  bf  force  in  March  last ;  which 

was,    that  the  house  atid  the  country  bad  been  most 

grossly  deceived  in  the  estimate  of  onr  loss  dwring  the  pre* 

ceding  campaign  in  Spain,  which  bad  been  laid  befi^re 

them  by  ministers.     If  this  estimate  had  been  true,  ft  wa^ 

impossible  that  we  should  not  have  bad  fnrces  enough  to 

send  the  expedition  to  Walcheren  ;  but  the  eMimale  was 

not  true..   We  had  \wi  much  more  than  the  minister^ 

chose  to  disclose,  and  the  country  was  doped  into  (in  opir 

Viion   that  its  situation  was  more  prosperous  than  it  was* 

(Hear,  hear !)    At  length,  however,  the  noble  lord  un* 

dertook  the  expedition  with  what  disposable  force  he  could 

tbuster,  against  the  ^rcat  skill  of  the  French  emperor)  and 

the  great  power  of  France,  which  waanow,  ineflbcl,all  Eu« 

rope^    The  noble  lord,  how^vor,  wrote  a  most  curions 

letter  to  the  commander-in-chief,  pointing  out  the  advan* 

fages  of  the  exf  edition,  and  declaring,  if  it  was  f»ot  ilicn 

Hindertafcen,  that  Ant\v(*rp  would  soon  l)e  iinpregmible. 

After  this,  what  did  he  do?'  Why,  commenced  ihis  im- 

)'  )Oftant  cxpeditior^  without  one  single  iota  of  fnibrmation ! 
loVnt  out  an  immense  armament,  merely  tosee  whether 
H  blow  might  not  be  somew  here  struck  agtiinst  the  enemy. 
The  noble  lord  disjintched  the  exp«*clition  at  last  withwut 
information  on  whic4)  to  proceed,  without  a  plan  to  guide 
it,  or  the  supposed  opposition  of  any  danger,  until  it 
reached  Batz,  where  all  its  operations  terminated  !  From 
the  departure  of  tlje  expedition^  till  its  arrival  at  Bata, 
there  was  not  one  step  which  did  not  demand  inquiry, 
"jit  was  sent  out  without  an  idea  of.  danger  till  it  came 


i9i  Butev  «t»d   yet  at  that  very  place  did   Has   gpaeni 

,flmiyK,<y>n(i«i€t«il  by  ^teaX^  fo&iy,  pryK  iU  catalo/eue .of 

dkeoao  and  dinnsieni  hy  an  aoiiotiiKsed  failqre.    [H^ar^ 

.  jhtmt.L)    To  eend  out  ibis  ezpedit ion,  however,  th^  nolile 

.  lord  was  d«ler mined,  .because  be  considered  that  them 

tf  at  a  fit  dtspijaable  fovce  in  the  country ;  a  supposiiiaa 

taken  up  in  direct  oppoftition  to  every  military  opiulun  be 

bad  aaised..     The  noble  lord  was  like  the  poor  m^n  in  Ho* 

iBce,  who  eould  not  be  persuaded  that  all  the  wealth  in 

A  tbecoanlryxlid  not  belong  to  him.     The  ind^ereoce  of 

/    the  noble  lord  was  now  detestable ;  tiie  calamities  which 

,     heenta'ded  on  the  couatry  were  horrible,  frightful  beyond 

'    espressioK)  and  the  levity  with  which  he  treated  Ibe  sab* 

ject  now,  truly  dreadful.     The  noble  lord  had  an  idea, 

Uiat  because  Antwerp  was  at  the  rnoinent  without  troops, 

be  ini^bt  lalcc  k  at  once  without 'diHiculty.     This  was  a 

.   Siost  talia€iou»,ideR.     There  Has  oof,  most  probably ^.'at 

tbianMNScaiy  a  pcFfept  ^^rrisofi?  either  at  Toulon  (>r  ^rest  s 

and  yetwbatniaA  in  his  senses  <iouId  conccive'the  notion 

•f  taking  either  by  a  coup-de-iuain  i     If  ibese  things  were 

*  to-be  persisted  in^t-if  the  forces  of  tlu;  country  were  to  be 

thaaunnecessarily  ni|d  uii^rofitably  squandered,  it  was  im* 

possible  not  to  foresee  how  it  would  end.    The  noble  lord 

tbad,  bowe¥^,  thought  p^roperto  iSpke  some  opinions  as  to 

Ifae  poBsibility  of  taking  Antwerp  by  a  cuup-de-main* 

He  asked   the  opinion  of  the  couim»nder-in«cbief ;  he 

•    knew  nothing  »t  (Ul  about  <he  matter,  .but  he  referred  to 

four  general  othcerf!,  nnd  they«  indeed,   produced  docn« 

ments  ill  reply,  fulj  of  oHi^ial  form,,  full  of  affeclcd  sci« 

ence,  assumed  pomp,  and  perfect  inanity.     All  of  them 

said,  if  you  do  m)  attd   so   you  may  succeed;  yet  all 

agiee  upon  the  idea  of  a  coup-de-main  upon  Ai^werpbe* 

iug  absufd.     Gefieral  Urownri^^  propns's.two  places  of 

campaign ;  there  were  some  slight  objections  to  both ; 

the  one  was  tmpo&vible,  and  the  other  impracticable.    The 

.  '  attempt  by  Ostend  was  out  of  the  qimsttion  ;  and  the  other 

,  plan,  even  putting  the  fever  a.^^ide,  very  doubtful  of  sue* 

ce^fi.  .  In  such  a  situation  was  the  military  part  of  the  vx-^ 

peditidn  sent  oat ;  the  sar>e  misi;rable  deficiency  in  nu^anSf 

plan,  and  information,  attemled  the  navy ;— the  noble 

lord  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  knew  nothin^c  at  all — lie 

was  quite  ignorant  on  eveirv  subject  on  which  he  should 

be  infomed  ;  so  was  Sir  R.  Strachan ;  he  told  Lord  MuU 

grave  so,  but-  i(jord  Mulgrav.c  was  uut  to  be  persuaded 
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^venbj  fact*    *•  No,'*  mirI  he^  **  you  certainly  dfi  knoir 
HDihing)  butthmt  18  the  reason  I  have  great  cottfiilence  in 
jFou."    ThUft  went  R>rth  thi^  diiMtrous  expedttton,  to 
fKBoinith  the  bonourof  our  army,  and  destroy  the  best 
llope.lof  Eniriand.     (Hear^  hear!)    In  fifteen  d^ys,  it 
waaoaknlaled  we  roigbt  have  reached  Antwerp  by  Ostend ; 
this  WHS  too  dilatory  for  a  coup-de-main,  and  was  aban* 
d^ned ;  the  other   plan  of  landing  in   M^alchcren  wa8< 
adopted^  aiKl  even  before  we  got  to  Batz  the  fiffeen  days 
-wtre  exbamted*     (Hear^  hear !)    But  still  the  mi ni^err 
amd  tbecommanders  weredelighled—- mutual  complimenta 
passed  between  them — it  wa$  the  most  good-nalured  ex- 
pedition he  ever  lieard  of.     The  ministers  praiM*d  Ghat* 
Jiam  for  his  vigour,  and  he  praised  ihe  ministers  for  their 
preparations  ;  and  so  be  went  on  gaining  laurels  and  bat*^ 
lle»,  carrying  towns  which  were  never  hinrd  of  before,  by 
Acoup'de-main,  and  bearing  ^own  everv  thing  before 
kirn,  ibr  the  very  best  of  reasons^  because  he  was  not  op* 
pdsed,  until  at  last  a  wet  ditch  at  Middleburg  arrested  his 
progress,  aud  ended  his  achievematts.    {Hemr^  heariy 
As  to  the  navy,  tbc^occnpation  of  Gad^and   bad.  beeir 
stated  nsan  indisponsabte  preliminary, and  there,  accord* 
^fi^yy  Ihc  lUiirqursof  Huntley  proceeded  ;  but  when  he  af« 
fiveit,  the  whole  fleet  of  EnglaiMi  could  nut  furni&h  him 
with  boats  fo  land  his  soldiers,  and  so  the  indtspcnsable 
object  was  rclinqtrishefl.     (/ifor,  h^ar\)  •  Some  }'6Mon$y 
it  was  trucy  had  said,  that  this  lailure  was  not  attributable 
to  Ihf)  want  of  boats  ;  but  the  Marqnis  of  Huntley  frnve  a 
different  opinion,  and  that  was  all  the  answer  which  bo 
could  give  to  the  objection.     IVo  letters  were  written  mi 
the  subje'ct,  one  from  the  Admiral^  and  the  other  from 
Captain  Owen  ;  ore  of  tliose  hai^l,  the  weather  was  very 
tine,  and  the  other  said  it  was  very  bad;  one  said,  there 
were  plenty  of  boat«,  and  the  other  said  there  were  none  ^ 
and  in  tliis  pleasing  state  of  uncertainty,  which  he  would 
not  stek  to  obviate,  rested  the  question.    At  last,  however^ 
afier  many  doubts,  and  failures,  and  disasters,  the  batten 
Ties'  were  opentnl  upon  Flushing,  but  at  such  a  distance 
that  they  could  i.pt  even  silence  a  iittle  advaHced  battery 
before  the  town.    The  town,  however,  was  taken,  and  the 
dreadful  bombardment  succeeded.     Thus  it   was  with 
ruin  in  onr  acts,  luid  liy|)ocrisy  in  rur  primiisest,  we  at- 
tempted to  conciliate  tlie   people  whom  we  afliwited  lo 
coni|nuistoiiate  under  the  iron  despotism  of  Uunapurte*. 
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We  destroyed  tltehr  babititlions^;  we  drsolated  tlieir  laivfl^ 
Biid  ive  thm  UAd  Ihem  we  came  for  thtnr  prosen^atidnl 
Inhuman  in  our  prosperity  towaitb  the  natives,  Ike  A^lf9 
•Uacked  us,  mad  tiien  our  minds  changed;  ti^e^litOMie 
suddenly  horoane  to  all,  except  io  our  own  p  >on  stddidrta, 
^whoiD,  lest  we  shoald  offend  the  island,-  we  left 'in  their 
sidLncss  to  perish,  witbs^it  a  dry  spi^  i^efeon  t»  iicyor  ft 
.  roof  to  protect  them !     This  humanity  was  perfebtlyocmh* 
aislent  witfi  our  mana«fenient  alt  tbrou<>;h«     For  instunee. 
Sir  Home  Po^ham  was  the  only  person,  except  the*  pilot 
of  tbe^  fleet,  who  .was  suppbsed  tc»  know  the  narvlgatton'of 
theSclicldl.     Tp  him  was  entrusted  Chen  the  conduct  of 
liiieflc^tuptoBatfls*     What  did  he  do?     Why,  he  at- 
teiYifytedtogoby  the  WestHcheldt,  until,  by  his  failiite^ 
i^  foiiiid  out  he  oa^it  lohare  tried  (he   Easl^Scheidt. 
Tbos  this  bestnnformed  man  in  the  fleet  took  the  couf9(» 
the^ABost  contrary  to  his  iufercst.     The  pliant  caipteitft 
next  wci>t  thrdi^h  the  Vei>r,  Gnt,  and  Lord  Chatham 
«8een«l.  to  tlaak,  beoause^bia  hail-  been  accomplished, 
that  the  emetny  must  be  totally  disoofiifited.     Alltbey 
|md«told«fpead  onivas  the  ^ottos  imposBibility  of  this  pas^ 
sage  I    Sir  Honse  wag  aeoct  sent  toi  ascertain  the  passage  4a 
SmIIi  Bevcbmd,  and  he  proceeded  to  the  itor^A.     He 
might  just  as  ^ell  have  setotit  froin  that  hou^  for  Ken^^ 
nAgUxi  over . Westmifister-brid/Bfe  1    (Heor^  kearl)    On 
the  S4th,  .at  last,  up  tlicjgot  to  Batz,  and  then  they  came 
to  a  stop.    Sir  It.  StraCTan,  taking  advantage  of  the 
pause,.  y;entui!bd  to  hint  that  it  would  be  cr'Ht^metn^lo  know 
upon  t0hat  plan  the  conjoint  expedition  meant  io  pio- 
:  ceed.     il  council  nf  war  was  caUed-^they  had  now  come 
to  the  grand  point  from  wJiich  in  futare  all  tli<eir  t>pera- 
tfons  were  to  proceed.     What  did  they  do  ? — Th^  set  ffff 
koike*     (IJear,  hear-)    Thus  ended  an/Cxpeditiun  ^liich 
was  undertaken  by  ignorance,  and  executed  by  imbooi* 
Iity«-*«n  expedition   which  wasted   the  treasure  of  (he 
country,  the  lives  of  our  Jroops,  and  the  honour  of  our 
.  name — an  expedition  planned  by  ignoranoe,  and  impn- 
dence  the  moat  unparalleled.     Many  might  censure  him 
ibr  umieeessary  warmth,  but  he  could  not  help  feeling, 
nor. could  he  find  expression  strong  enough  for  that  feeU 
ing :  he  thought  sincerely,  that  every  roan  who  had  any 
concern  wbaitever  in  this  expedition,'  stood  as  a  criminal 
before  the  country «  {Hear^  hear  I)  The  minislen  were 
presaroptuoua,  aad  the  officers  in  botb  services  ignoraiH ; 
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pvl  ntftliiiiff  ^M'Uiaii  the  impcaehfn^fvt  eri^'om^  and^a 
Domtrmartial  oti  the  otbctfivc6«ld,*Qr  ougliiMmtirfy  tHe 
ciHia^y 4    Ift  «aU  4li*ir  proceeciingB  tbtm  wat  a  iMitid 
idwriv^rtfjfb^  their 0oiH»^rjr,  end*  caaliooacoiioeroiaanily 
jforih^iffowRinteimia.  Froi»tliefapittiHriii|^toi|lie«iidtii0j 
MHHV  nil  themmr;  >nU  igoorantf  )iresiimptaoiMt  and  ImM* 
ctte»    At  ^4lie  tenimiindei*fai-«hic{,  hecoald  MM  kelp 
^mying  that  tba  iwuk  of  Uie  iimpecilMD  of  the  iMMrebii 
;lhiii'ti|ble  wai  merely  wonder  hvartany  «mui,  with  iktfted' 
iifgsfif  a  gefitleftiAn,couM«ciflB  bedii;  li«Vw  aiiynNm 
pcatnted  «if  flitoli  sonfci'^ia  ianbeciKty^oould  fettwn  Ms 
•ttuatbn.    The  noble  lord  was  "^i^  anxious  U>  ae^mle 
4lie  ^uQfttioa  of  4be  inmltcat  board  mm  that  of  the  laerils 
of  tlie<cx|>edt(i/>o.    TbkbeemiM  not  do;  it  etcHcdin 
bim  the  iAsfant  recoUeolkiQ  of  the  brave  amh  wha^MI 
'VktimSitolliftdiseafio.    The  nohleiord'btftrayedfiindaiid^ 
; through  ittl  his  speech,  a  tealkus  inaonsibiUty  lo  the  mise- 
ries he  had  cauatd,  imly  abocking:;  he  «poirtsd'i|i^itb  tile 
deaths  wkich-  he  ^had  oocasianed,  -and  etea  rpfesmaed'to 

SriMttJe  the sQonatry  that. 'its <calaia«ltes  wtae  lionoaito! 
e  daned  to  eomfiaBe.  himfieif  io  €batha;riiy  Neban,  St. 
.  VHnaadly  and  those  bsare  hoEoes  who  hod  dirsetad^xilir 
-ilfms.tooan9taiitAnd:tfiii)eBishabk!  Iifloiy*  Hewasamaaid 

•  liow  he  dared  to  mention  the  aamesiof  those  ^seat  1mm*mk 
.  ittch.  aa  occasion.    ( Htary  hear  /)    W by, *  ihia  dseaiisl 

•  expedition  had  cost  the  ooualry)  on  a  seriona  catodlation 

wbioh  he  bad  oisde^  three  .times  as'  many  lives  araU  tite 

.glbrioas  naval  victories  which  we  had  ^ned  aineeihe 

•omnienceniefit  of  ike  war!    {Htar^  Avar!)    This  was 

.  Ihe  expe<liftofi  o^*  wbioh  the  noUe  l^d  had  ^affected  to 

apenk  so  iffidiffbrcntly.    Ile/spaiui  of  ft^  indead,  jUBtiaa-a 

/igtfl'Of  ^irtoen  wonid  of  a  puppy ^dog.  -  He  wanted'taa- 

goa^e  lo  express  his  indignation,  ai  such. condnct.    Tte 

-.fight  botiouralile  genlleaiian  had   indeed  spakaa- more 

feelingly  on  the  aahject,  ixit  he  had  Ui«d  some  argniaeato 

which  aboc4ed  aad  astoaishrd  him.     He  seemed  to  apcaic 

jai  if  be  had  found  a>shield  for  all  Ihs  disgrnopa  inexltiiv 

aic  caosQS)  aad  even  Yentured  to  impute  the  aaccemta  of 

4iM;  enemy 'to  thedeapotiam  by  which  they  went  governed  1 

.What  I  did  he  meanlo  impute  our  .losses  io^the  IvacdoiA 

of  ouf  oaoiiitution  I    k  was  A' meaalroas  dimirhie<  refaied 

by  all  hl$tiaryy.a»Hd  melancboiy  indeed  arben>lt  vmavansis* 

^di^i>4t<bat  itcainifj fouaa.mao  who  had  JMldtlievrei^ <f 

g»vemmeat  so  longi  and'  aho  waft  wi  l(lke^r  to;siBS«M 
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them.     MacfiiaVel^  a  finlslied  politician,  .had  declared. 
thnttbegresitness  ofthc  Roman  people  wai  founded  oa 
•  their  fremonn.    T bey  .had  indeed  flotirishi.v1y   Knd  tli^j 
'  had. 00  flourished  by  dppostogr  despottsn^  with,  the  ^rim  of 
.'liberty*    So  did  Alliens — ^her  elomience,  atd  Her  fVe&  MlI^ 
-  Ksisttd  oambeistwith  succejsa.    If  rach  a  prinbipl^  had 
bcmtbe  principle  of  the  right  honourable  genlletlmfi's 
aotiaft,  then  indeed  aU  pur  calamities  trero  esi plained. 
:  He  should  now  vote  heartily  for  1  be  resohitions)  and.  the 
only  lepu^nanoe  whtch  he  felt  was^  at  their  not  going  to 
Mticnpeacluncnt  and  court^ninartiaU    When  he  silid  this, 
bowofer,  he  d^lared  he  saw  no  good  to  the  oonntrjr  from 
(Jie  ^itfnissal  of  miaislera,. unless  it  was  follovfed  by  a  to« 
4at^hafi^eof  measures*— (//ear,  kear^  hear !) — If  we  wid^hed 
to  be  rescued  from  our  present  perilous  situation,  we  mist 
have  reform — ^reform  which  would  revive  and  Te-establisb 
tlK  ancient  fundamental  principles  of  our  constitution. 
-Uvtess  this  waadbtiuned,  neither  himself  nor  the  country 
would  be  satis^d^     From  the  folly  of  not  demandino^  tbia 
anose^ll  our  calamities.    From  it  arose  this  expedition— ' 
this  child  of  corruption^  eirpiring  by  its  own  ihiierent  im- 
fieciUty*  '  All  Ibeir  calamities,  all    their  disgraces  weris 
derived  from  the  want  of  a  fair  and  equal  representation. 
To  that,  and  that  alone,  ,the  people  ought  to  look ;  it 
would  be  folly  to  es&pect  relief  from  uny  other  eause.     If 
'  ikia.  was  obtained,  they  would  no  longer  see  ministerial 
'  weaknesn  working  an  abandoned  prostitution;     This  was 
their  only  avenue  of  escape  from  ruin,  imminent  ruin. 
ipor-4>im&elf,  be  cared  not,  if  that  rain  was  to  come,  whe* 
Iber  it  canie  in  the  shape  of  a  rotten  bOroilgb,  or  an  open 
ifon  despotism.    The  present  immediate  qnestion  lie  should 
now  decline ;  he  did  not  wish  to  think  of  it ;  he  could  not 
with  any  temper  speak  of  it.    In.  private  life,  if  he  saw 
the  catastrophe  of  men,  so  brave,  so  pntientySi)  martyred,, 
he  couki  call  it  nolbing  eUe  than  cool,  deliberate,  atro* 
'  cioBS  murder,    (hear,  htory  heart)    Though  ministeri^ 
within  twelve' hours^  sail  of  Walcbercu,  might  have  bad 
every  information,  they  would  not  deign  to  sef*k  it,  hot 
srnt  their  soldiers  uuheedingly  to  their  ^nvve.     They  now 
called  for  vengeance^the  honour  of  the  bouse  wa^^  pted^ed 
io  give  it;  and,  for  himself  he* would  say  nothing  butin*. 
itant  impeacliment  and  court^^mat-fial  should  ^tisfy  tfao 
•nation  for  tbocruel  effusion  of  (In^irari^y^s  bloods 

Jfr.  BMhurst^  in  allusion  to  what  bad  fallen  from  the 
<     .  Vol*.  JL— l&iO.  Pp. 
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hbnourable  baronet  relative*  to  the  enerEd^  of  the  ancient  . 

eomniQiiwealUi,  bec^i^^'d  to  remind  htm  thut  the&e  energies 
mere  first  impaired  by  the  e^i^crtioiis  of  fucdous  leader^  of 
the  populace  I  who,  having  drsUoyed  the  arislocracj,  ulli- 
mateiy  established  iltc  succession  of  a  military  despotism. 
There  were  many  points  introduced  in  the  justification  of 
the  noble  lord  (Oastleretigli)  which  he  could  by  no  means 
admit.    He  could  not  acquiesce  in  the  argument,  that  be- 
cause, upon  gciuTiil  vicwK  of  policy,  our  allies  ought  (o  b« 
iup|)orted,  and  that  tlierc  vas  at  the  moment  a  large  dis* 
posabic  force,  therefore  the  codntry  was  to  engage  in  expe- 
ditious which  put  to  hazard  some  of  its  most  vital  intiTcsts ; 
much  less  could  he  admit  the  doctrine,  tliat  because  there 
was  no  immediate   pnit,  upon   the  continent  in  which  a 
British  army  could  have  come  in  contact  with  Austria, 
therefore  wc  were  bound  to  scud  an  ex i^edition  to  another 
point,  where  (he  danger  and  the  diiTiculiics  were^uch  as  to 
render  the  object  either  as  a  diversion  for  our  allies,  or  for 
the  accomplishment  of  ^  national  benefit^  almost  wboHy 
impracticai)Ic.     lie  could  not  recognize  any  claims  of  po- 
licy or  justice  which  made  it  i|npcrativcupon  any  country 
to  engage  in  asssistimcc  to  any  ally  where  the  prospect  of 
»ucceKS  to  the  power  to  be  supportecl  was  equivocal  and 
precarious,  but  ilie  injury  to  yourself  certain  and  e:iten- 
siye.     In  appreciating  the  propriety  of  the  principle  fay 
which  they  >w*re  called  upon  Ui  make  a  diversion  in  favour 
of  an  ally^  bh  uitij(*sly*s  unnisters  were  bound  (o  consider, 
firsts  the  extent  of  the  assistance  \)hich  the  country  was 
able  to  afford  ;  and,  next,  (he  nature  of  the  risks  to  whiqli 
«uch  an  cfiort  \sm  expo&ed.    Having  said  thus  mdch  upon 
the  general  principle  by  which  the  policy  of  that  country 
ought  to  he  actu:ti^d,  he  had  now  to  apply  himself  to  the 
particidar  merits  of  the  expedition  to  the  Scheldt.     In 
i^nsidering  that  transaction  it  was  a  matter  of  regret  that 
it  became  the  duty  of  ibat  house  to  discuss  operations  with 
which,  from.the  habits  and  pursuits  of  many  of  its  mem- 
bers, they  could  not  be  supposed  to  be  verj^  converswit/ 
Dut  it  being  the  province  of  ministers  to  advise  and  direct 
military  expeditions,  it  of  course  became  the  duty  of  that 
Jiouse  to  wfitch  over  the  manner  in  which  their  arrange- 
ments were  carried  into  cflect.     That  was  a  duty,  how- 
ever difficult  in  the.  practice,  which  the  constitution  de« 
manded  from  that  fayuse.    Jt  was  in  his  opinion  uo  argu- 
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^nient  to  say,  that  because  upon  a  former  ocnasfort  ir  was 
(Ice mefl  expedient  to  effect  the  conquest  of  Pfustiinfi^'Wjtli 
a  certain  force,  therefore  the  mc¥e  acquisition  6(  <huf  place 
by  nn  armament,  under  different  circnmsfances,  and' vrhfch 
had  failed  in  the  ^rept  object  of  its  equipment,  Wfis  a  jti^ti- 
fication  of  the  policy  which  letl  fo  tbe  expoditton.  It  was 
io  be  recollected  that  the  proposiiion  of  I.'^nl  NeWtih  (lid 
not  embrace  any  thinp  beyond  the  cftpfure  'of  T*lndl5b<j, 
^vhich  he  considered  might  have  lieen  taken  by  5000  i^ien, 
while  the  expedition  plnnned  by  his  majesty's  riiihisffcrs 
was  one  of  a  great  aVid  extensive  nature,  en^bracing  many 
objects,  to  which  the  possession  of  Flashing  •  was  Hut 
auxiliary,  but  in  all  which  objects  this  extensive  enfer- 
prizc  totally  failed.  That  expedition  was  not  only  flic 
greatest  that  ever  left  t|iis  eountry,  but  it  htid  hlso  tlifs  re- 
markable peculiarity,  that  there  was  not  one  naval  or  mili- 

;tary  officer  whq'  had  given  their  sanction  Io  the  proj<^ct. 
liut  then  it  wairf  concluded  by  the  noble  lord,  that  tlie 
house  of  cortnions  had  ho  right  to  discuss  the  plan,  npo;i 
th^  ground  that  the  ulterior  objt^ct  6{  the  arrangement  was 
not  attempted  io  be  put  into  execution.  He  has  nssumwl 
to  limit  the  whoTe  combination  of  the  arrangement  within 
a  certain  point,  and  then  contended  that  the  only  qu'cstiou 
for  the  house  to  consider,  was  the  nature  of  the  impcdi- 
nicnts  which  opposed  arid  prevented  its  .ixjcomplishmerit. 
Surely  such  a  coutise  was  not  calculated  io  bring  tfte 
subject  fully  into  view,  in  order  to  ascertain,  first,  whether 
the  policy  was  right — next,  whether  the  arrangement  was 

'  proper ;  and  lastly,  to  discuss  the  obstructions  which  con- 
tra rcned  the  object.  The  honourable  member  then  pro- 
ceeded, from-various  parts  of  the  evidence,  to  prove  that 
no  adequate  provision  was  made  io  obtain  possession  of 

•the  banks  of  the  Scheldt,  sof  as  to  enable  the  fleet  io  pro- 
ceed lip  towards  Antwerp,  a  circumstance  whicli  rendered 

"the  entcrprize  abortive  from  its  very  coinmehccment. 
With  respect  to  the  argument  of  the  right  honfno'aWe  gen- 
tleman fMr.  Canning),  relative  to  the  dreadful  sickness 
which  affected  our  army,  he  (Mr.  Bathnrst)  could  not  ivf- 
niit  its  application  to  the  present  question.  It'  was  most 
itsiCy  that  there  were  cases  where  the  prevalence  of  coiifaf- 
gion  in*  a  possession  would  never  influence"  the *govorMnieift 
to  tliink  of  abandoning  such  'possrs'Sibr\.  Jt  Was  kO  vvifli 
fur  \yest  India  islands,  and  sometimes  v^ith  Gibialtar* 
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StHlKs  appIicatloD  to  tbis  expedition  could  hot  Be  admit* 
tecl,,  because  no  analo^^ ' existed.  There  \^as ^a  vast  dis- 
tiajg-Uon.  b^twjefJii  that  policjr,  .ivbicli  should  induce  a 
goypnment.tQ  retniiiy  eyeii  under  all  One  disadvantages  of 
gi%/r.  n.Lurtalitj:,  situations  long  in  our  possession,  with 
>vhich  man;  interests  ^ere  connected,  and  tlie  con* 
qu£st  ^  of  a  new  place  equally  contagipu^^  but  particu* 
larlv  ^f  that  conquest  w.as  made  at  the  very  period  when 
sueu  coi^tBgion  becaioe  ;)aost  malignant,  (//ear,  bear\)  In 
deciding  upon  the  present  question,  it  was  his  duty  only 
to  ask  whether  the  eiiterprize  oF  the  ministers  could  be  jus- 
tified ;  and  if  no  such  s.atisfactory  justification  could  be 
offeree),  W£|s  it  not  the  fluty  of  that  house  to  censure  and 
pondjemn.  He  had  nothing  to  do  with  any  ulterior  mea- 
pVLX^  hut  he  did  think. that  the  home  would  abdicate  all 
Its  functiopsyif^  disrega.rding  thegeneral  voice  of  the  coun- 
try, it  could  be  warpetl  by.  any^cQUsiderati'on,  from  giving 
to  that  calamitous  raiUire  it^t  iippropriate'  character,  and 
from  pronouncing  its  cen^iire  upon  the.  conduct  of  those  ' 
:who  advised  it.  ...  •  .     .    t 

M^'  Pcelf  ol)si?rved,,that  it  was  fiis  intention  sliortly  lo  . 
'  state  the  .general  gr(>iindf  upop  which  he  was  induced  to 
^  support  the  amendment  o^  lie  honoiiraVIe  general  (Crau- 
furd)  in  preference  to  the  rigg^ou;^  resolutions  submitted  By 
.  the  noble  lord  {Purches|er),     Ills  first  feason  for 'thai  pre- 
.  fercn<;:e  Has,  that,  he  founj  ii  established  by  the  evidence 
upon  the  table,  that.his  nmji  sty''$  miuisters  had  determined 
upon  that  armament  with  tlu;  laires)^  pros|}cct  pf  success.  ' 
The  rfgi^t  lipnouriiblc  ;;cndcihai)  X^^**  Pathurst)  had  ar« 
gue^a  that  ministers  were  no'  justified  to  risli  such  dan- 
g^^  as  that  .exp<'ditiou  w«s  exposed  tp,  piierely  because. 
the  country,  at  tliiil  mom(  ht,  liad  af  its  commai  d  a  very  ' 
large  disposable,  force.     That  the  safety  of  such'  a  force 
shvulfl  pot  lie  comiQiKcd,  but  for  objeqti?  .likely  to  beef- 
fectuin  and  nith  ad^antagcf^  comnieiLsurale  U  the  hazard, 
Iie,;(Mr.  recl^-Huinitledlhe  political  axiom,  but  denied  it? 
applica(^.>».     These  were:  objects,  which  to  him,  were  of 
the .tnast  commanding  importancr.     Was  it  necessary  for  ' 
binMo  yvfi^T  that  hpMs^c  l,o.tl>ti  increabcd  and  increasing 
mari^i^  ol,  France  ?  ,  Watf  iinccciS'Uy  for  him  to  dilate  in 
thu;  assembly  up  n  tlie  facili  y  uhiqh  j^he  ports  an()  ar« 
eei^l^io  the  Scheldt  aflorded  for  the'consoKdation  of  fht? 
naval  power  ?\  I|ut,  though  bis  majesty's  government 
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could  not  sofiier  such  a  tlanger  io  the  security  of  tbft 
country  to  escape  theilr  contemplation ;  'was  ihtre  not 
BOmethlng  in  (he  period  at  which  this  exp^ifion  was  d€« 
terniiiied  on,  which  must  of  ilself  oonrince  them  t^t^t  (he 
moment  had  (hen  arrived  for  combining  with  oar  own  ntm 
*currtj  a  mo-t  powerful  efibrt  for  the  reneral  infetest  of 
Europe ?  What,  he  woiild  ask,  would  have bei*A  the  dfed*. 
•ion  of  <hc  country,  if  if  had  seen  its  government  sUnt  in  a 
cold  and  torpid  inactivity  at  that  period  when  the  sform 
was  gathering  in  Germany;  when  Austria- was  deteimineil 
to  make  one  bold  efibrt  to  resist  tiie  unprincipled  etactiotts 
ofr  the  enemy  of  her  independence  I    In  sach  a  state  bf  • 
things  wa$  Great  Britain  to  continue  r^ardless  becattse  she 
'  was  not  a  sufferer — to  be  indifferent  because  she  was  s^fe?  ^ 
Having  then  decided  to  co-operate  wilh  Aiistria,  whel« 
clid  true  policy  joint  at  as  the  theatre  for  our  exertions  ? 
France  we  knew  wii»hed  to  regenerate  her  naval  greatness, 
and  nature,  combined  with  art,  had  fitted  otit  the  Scheldt 
as't  he  nH>it  formidable  position  fbr  extendii^  her  maritime 
power.     Whether  ilrey  looked  to  security  Irora  invasion, 
or  to  the  protection    of  our  commerce,  ministers  must 
hare  felt  the  necessity  of  m'^kingan  attempt  upon  tfao§e 
sources  of  our  annoyancer,    Could'they  have  squt  their 
eyes*  to  a  danger  that  was  so  t»lpable  i    Could  they  say 
that  the  cause  of  our  apprehension  was  remote,  or  that  its 
ejMent  was  c;caggeratea  ?    Sappo^   that    very  danger 
tealized  ;*  suppose  this  bouse  now  sitting  in  judgment 
-upon  the  ministers  who  would  have  so  sacrificed  the  in- 
terests  of  their  country^  and  disregard^  the  duties  they 
owed  their  sovereign  ?    With  whatjustice,  with  what  in- 
dignation, would  tiie  right  honourable  gerttlenmh  (Mr. 
Whitbread),  who,  with  such  zeal  and  taknts,  talenti 
which  he  (Mr.  Peel)  would  not  presume  to  depreciate  by 
the  humble  tribute  of  bis  panegyric,  concladed  the  d6« 
bate  of  last  night,  call  them  to  answer  for  such  a  manifest 
deretictibnoftlieir  public  trust?     Would  be  be  satisfied 
with  their  defence  or  their  extenuation,  because  they  an- 
swered thai  Lillo  and  Leifkcnshoek  Were  In  a  stafcof  pre- 
{Miration,  and  <)efeuce  ;  or  that  the  difficulties  intlie  axe^u* 
^idn  of  the  task  had  deterred  them  from  the  necessary  ex* 
periment  h  if  (be  house  wad  (ircfpared  to  give^ilBr  ^nctidn 
to  such  doclririe^  if  this  tame  und  splKtlesa  caloulalion  of 
^be  risk  became  the  criteriori  of  national  enterprise,  then  at 
once  let  it  obliterata  from  the  ptou^  pages  of  its  history/ 
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>ibp  rtifimonr  nnd  mnAion  of  nil  iU  heroic  deeds*     (JJeaf^ 

bear!)     Then,  if  ii.  (h^  beorinnin^  of  the  Austrian  strug- 

►rI<^'»  tJ'e  ri«ihl  honoiirnble  ppitleman  admitted  this  cpiiri- 

•  try  (ibould  u(te-  d  to  the  precepts  of  our  ally,  upon  whut 
.principle  was  it  th^Vt  it  should  refuse  to  listen  to  her  at 
*4he  moment  of.  her  depression,   when,  though  her  spirit 

•  ^vas  im|>aired.  It  still  T>'as  not  subdned?.  In  her  vacilla* 
4iun  l>et  wren  .peiiop  and  war,  when  it  was  in  evidence  thiit 
3be  desired  the  refeniion  of  Walchenn,  could  his  majes- 
ty'** ^overnmem  be  justified  in  removing  the  only  fulcrum 
Uj, on  which  she  rested  for  suppoit  ?  Sensible  of  the  cala- 
mities on  r  army  was  sufferihj^,  and  regretting  it  as  sin- 
cerely as  any  man  in  the  empire,  yet  could  it  be  supposed^ 
that  any  motive  but  that  of  the  most  commandmg  arul 
positive  im'por'ancr  woiild  have  induced  bis  majesty's  go- 
vernment to  defer  the  evacuation  of  Walcheren  ?  The 
honourable  member  concluded  with  expressing  his  deler- 
nii nation  to  j^upport  the  amendment. 

The  Chaf?cc//or  of  the  Exchequer  felt  that,  notwith- 
standing tbe  exhau  \ci\  state  of  the  discussion,  of  the 
houM*,  and  of  himself,  he  was  bound  to  submit  his  opi- 
nion u))nn  the  subject.  Although  he  could  not  hope  to 
command  attention  upon  a  quehtion  ko  nbly  canvassed 
alurady,  yet  it  was  due  lo  the  qnostion,  to  the  house,  and 
to  himsHf,  that  he  fthouK)  not  allow  the  debate  to  con- 
clude withotit  oflToring  his  sentiments.  The  house  had 
!i(  ard  much  of  the  tragic  consequences  of  the  measure 
iiutler  cousideration,  and  thcj'  had  witnessed  a  conversion 
of  the  tragedy  in^o  comedy,  by  (be  manner  in  which  sonae 
getitlemen  on  the  ofhcr  side  had  obicrved  upon  it; 
but  in  point  of  argument,  he  .never  recollected  an  oc- 
^casitm  in  which  less  was  cidlcd  into  acfipn.  Of  argu- 
ment, indeed,  he  felt  that  there  never  was  a  case,  in 
.^hich  opponents  had  presented  less  to  answer,  or  friends 
Ivit  leh«  to  supply.  Yet  he  did  think  it  necessary  to 
take  some  part  in  the  debate,  and  be  conceived  it  fortu- 
nate that  it  fell  to  his  Int  io  folloiv  a  right  honourable 
genthtman  of  the  late  administration,  although  tt  was  by 
lio  means  his  intention  to  follow  him  literally  in  his 
l^ourse,  as  usual,  of  taking  the  farthest  way  about  a^  the 
nearest  way  homo.  But  tji ere  were  some  remarks  from 
thai  right  honourable  genHenian  which  he  should,  take 
leave  to  aimver^     That  right  honourable  gentleman  ha4 
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^id^lbat  the  late  expedition  was  gf  sucfaa^liaxaetejr.that 
even  fiucd^s^  could  not  JQstiFy  it.  \V  hy  it  iV^$  a  Hltlecohso* 
latory  to  think  that  in  such  a  sentiment  the  right  hon.  gen- 

•  tleman  enjoyed  his  characteristic  singularity,  and  be  was 
quite  persuaded  that  had  the  expedition  been  successful, 
itie  right  honourable  gentleman  \«ouId  have  stood  com« 

'  j)letely  alone  in  any   opposition   which  he  might  have. 
'  thought  .proper  to  make  to  its  policy.    But  as  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman^s  idea  th^it  the  object  of  the  expe* 
dition  was  to -catch  at  any  popularity,  by  the  acquisition 
of  a  few  ships,  he  assured  the  ri^ht  hoiiou'rable  gentleman 
that  he  was  quite  mistaken.     Those  alone  could  attend  ta 
the  idea,  who  were  not  aware  of  the  important  ends  whicb 
tills  expedition  had  in  view.     Unfortunately  those  ends 
"were  not  obtained,  and  the  expedition  had  failed.     But 
did  it  become  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  attach- 
tlr^  character  of  incapacity  to  an  administration,  because 
its  expeditions  had  faiird— For  surety,  if  such  a  criterion 
were  established,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  his 
coUeagues  conld  not  stand  very  high  in  public  estimation, 
ivfaile  the  eicpedition   to  the   Dardanelles  and  to  Buenos 
Ayres  were  at  all  in^  our  recollection.    {A  cry  of  bear^ 
hear  t  from  the  opposition  hei^ches.)    The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  submitted  that  it  was  fair  in  bim   to  refer 
to  these  events,  because  gentienien,  in  a  case  of  this  na- 
ture, were  to  consider  comparative  merifs,  (JVb,  no,  from 
the  opposition  benches.)    But  he  contended  j/esy  yes  I  for 
comparison  was  the  fair  rule  of  judgment.     If  parties 
were  to  change  Kides,  he  would  ask,  what  could  be  the 
pretensions  to  wisdom  or  common  prudeucc  on  tfie  i^art  of 
lliose  who  undertook  the  expedition,  to  the  Dardanelles, 
whibh  could  not  be  accounted  for  upon  any  consideratioii 
of  policy,  either  national  or  general  ;  or  what  right    had 
stf^h  men  to  find  fault  with  those  who  planned  the  expe- 
diTfon  to  the  Scheldt,  which  had  in  view  both  a  national 
and  genend  object?  But  it  was  said  that   these  objects 
were  attainable,  nay,  that  it  was  chimerical  to  calculate 
iipon  their  attainment.     Before,  .hovvev«fr,,.the  house  con* 
eluded  upon  this  assertion,  he  hoped  they  would  look  to 
the  authorities  which  spoke  against  it<    Ihey  had  the  au- 
thorities of  General  Brownrigg,  and  of  his  highly-re- 
ujpected  friend   near,  him  also   (General  CraufurJ),   that 
the  object  of  the  expedition  was  r;*taiBublc;  and  Ihey  had 
Ihcautborities  of  LordlSfeison,  Sir  Home  PopUam^  audi 


CommiKl^lw  Owen^  as  to  Uie  value  of  that  objeet*    In  fact, 
the  oiccupation  of  Walcberen,  and  Ibe  deslruclion  of  the. 

K^t  naval  arsenals  of  the  enemy  in  the  Scheldt,  had- 
en  deemed  of  so  much  importance  by  raripus  adminU 
Atmtiong,  that  that  alone  formed  a  sufficient  jnstificatioa 
fyf  the  expense  and  risk  attefMlant  upon  the  undertaking. 
4>f  the  measure  under  discussion,     ft  was  not  Mfitb  a  view, 
merely  to  the  destruction  of  the  fen  or  eleven  sailoftho 
line  acti!ia]ly  afloat  in  the  Scheldt,  f  hat  (he  expedition  wai 
undertaken,  but  in  order  to  destroy  (bat  arsenal  which 
fhrnished  facilities  for  (he  preparation  of  a  fbrmidable 
fleet,   in  a  quarter  most  dangerous  to  (he  safety   of  this. 
Country.     But,  independently  of  »11  solici(ade  for  our  own 
interests,  (he  Scheldt  nvas,  he  maintained',  the  best  point  " 
thai,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  (he  case,  could  be  $e* 
lected  for  the  common  purpose  of  our  allies.     It  bad  been 
said)  that  our  arm  v  ^vould  have  been  better  disposed  of  if 
sent4o  Spain.     But  he  begged  gentlemen  to  consider  bow 
unwise  it  iwoold   have  turned  out  to  seiul  an  additional 
force  to  Lord  Wellington,  who  found  it  so  difficult  lo  pro- 
vide any  supply  for  even  the  force  which  he  had.  In  fhctj 
any  additional  force,  in  his  circumstances,  instead  o€ 
being  serviceable,  would  have  rather  increased  his  em«   . 
barrassments.    There  was,  however,  another  reason  why 
an  army  could  not  have  been  sent  to  any  of  the  pointe 
which  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  recommended,  and 
that  was  the  inadequacy  of  our  means,  as  appeared  from 
the  papers  on  the  table,  to  defray  the  expen^jes  of  any 
kngthened  service.     In  fact,  the  a)untt-y  could  not  af« 
ford  it,  and  no  other  choice  remained,  than  to  take  the 
direction  objected  to,  and  in  which,  unfurlunately,  our 
efforts  had  been  so aina vailing.     But,  let  it  bo  considered, 
that  although  we  could  atchicve  notfaijng  in  the  way  of 
a  diversion  in  favour  of  Austria,  which  was  ope  of  the  ei^ 
.  jects  of  the  expedition^  yet  that,  from  the  state  of  the  Wfer, 
a  diversion  was  created  in  favour  of  the  other  object  of 
that  expedition,  our  own  national  object  being  rendered  ^ 
iTiore  attainable  by  the  occupation  which  Austria  gave  to 
Ae  troops  of  the  enemy.     This  he  observed,   merely   to 
shew  that  existing  circumstances  were  not  so  unfavourable 
to  the  expedition,  as  the  genlletncn  ^o  earnestly  coib^ 
tended.     That  this  latter  object  was  practicable,   was, 
•  he  maintained,  apparent  from  the  cvidencci  find  that  the 
Bteaoswere  sufficient^  could  not,  he  thougbti  be  qu^s^ 
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Uonod*    Government  did  not,  homvers  undeHake  the 
«x|iedi(ion  witliout  a  conception  that  it  ivoald  be  at* 
tended  with  risks  and  losses,  I^ut  they  never  calculated 
.«ip«n  U,M  a  last  biake.    They  were  prepared*  for  nil  th<^ 
lia^pda  of  var, , but  tbey  certainly  did  not  expect  the  ra* 
)|ag^  of  disease ;  and  the  former,  he  had  no  doubt,  would 
luMPi^beeQ  completely  overcome,  if  it  were  not  for  the  pro- 
cri^.of  the.lattcr*    When  ^ntlemen  dwelt  so  much  upon 
IheBseat  disasters  of  this  expedition,   he  would  beg  it  td 
be  lecollected,  that  no  military  failure  had  occurred  ii| 
the  whole  course  of  it — that,  in  fact,  nothing  had  take  place 
which,  could  be  said  to  redound  to  the  discredit  of  thecoun«* 
.  Uy.  But  thet4)ne  in  which  all  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
aide  spoke  of  this  event,  betrayed  the  character  of  their 
i^>poMtion.  A  right  bon»  gentleman  had  said,  that  wind  and 
weather  formed  part  of  the  plan*;  but  he  must  be  allowed 
|o  say,  that  wind  and  weather  formed  part  of  the  failure,  of 
^rhjch  they  were  a  great  cause.     He  was  aware  that  an 
l^onourableof&cer  in  his  eye  (Sir  Home  Popham),  had 
jBOiinmiinicated  his  opinion,  that  unless  the  expedition 
aailed  withhv  a  certain  period^  adverse  winds  must  be  ex- 
p^cted-^-that  it  was  to  lie  remembered,  that,  according  t6 
this, evidence  of  Adnairals.  Strachan  and  Keates,  the  Wea« 
tfi0r  was  nnnsually  unfavourable,  ajid  to  tliat  state  was 
pttribn table  the  difficivlty  of  our  debarkation.      Why 
jtli^n,  to  this  circumstance,  which  occasioned  such  de« 
Yangeroei)t  and  .delay  in  the/conduct  of  the  expedition^  ml* 
blisters  could  not  be  pronounced  any  party.    But  it  wa0 
^\df  had  ministers  li^d  no  naval  authority  for  the  prac- 
ticability of  their  project.    That,  however,  could  not  be 
vnaiotained  by  any  of  tliose  who  took  the  trouble  of  look- 
ing.at  the  minutes  of  the  admiralty.     But  the  military 
4q|)inions  were  urged  against  us.    Let  it,  however,  be  ob- 
served^  that  the  opinion  of  Colonel  Gordon,  for  instance, 
fVrhicb  had  been  so  much  dwelt  upon,  referred  only  to  the 
danger  to  which  our  army  would  be  exposed  on  its  retreat. 
]Kbw:,  it  was  calculated,  that  our  army  would  reach  Batz 
Vin  the  3d  of  August,  tfnd  it  appeared,  that  so  late  as  the 
,ijitn,  the  enemy  had  but  26,000  altogether  tn  Antwerp, 
l3^gen*op-Zbom,  Cadsand,  and  all  the  adjoining  country  • 
l^liat  (hen  bad  our  trails,  to  ajiprehend  in  their  rfetreat 
ififoip.  Antwerp,  ha4  their  object  been  accomplished  within 
i^p  timie  in  the  .n^anner  expected  ?  As  to  the  doubt  cj^* 
pressed  bV  his  right  honourable  fri^d  (Mr.  Bathufgtyri* 
Vol.  II.~1810.  Q  q 
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apectifig^the  plan  intended  Id  be  pursued,  he  referred  him' 
to  the  evidence  of  Sir  Home  Popham  and  Lord  Castle** 
ieagb)  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  resolution  was  tO'' 
go  onto  Batac,  as  soon  as  ,a  footing  was  secured  in  WaU' 
dteren.  That  the  fleet  had  not  at  once  gone  up  the 
Scheldt,  waa  owing  to  the  same  cause  which  prevented 
the  landing  of  our  force  at  Cadsandiin  the  30(0  of  Au- 
gust, namely,  the  state  of  the  weather.  If  it  were  not  for 
these  impediments,  for  which  it  could  not  surely  be  meant 
tonuike  ministers  responsible,  he  maintained  that  our  fleet 
and  army  wwild  have  reached  Batz  as  soon  as  Si^  J<)hn 
Hope;  namely,  by  the  3d  of  August,  and,  if  «o,  they 
eould  have  arrived  before  Antwerp  by  the  4fh  and  dtb^ 
>irhen  it  was  clear  from  tbe^vidence  there  was  no  adequate 
frrce  there  for  its  defence.  The  failure,  then,  of  this  great 
object  was  ascribable  to  causes  over  which  ministers  bad  nor 
contronl,  which  indeed  they  could  not  reasonably  appre- 
bend.  Therefore  instead  of  the  observation  from  the  other 
aide,  that  all  circumstances  were  required  to  be  favourable, 
in  order  to  insure  the  arrival  of  our  force  in  doe  time 
at  Bathz,  he  would  maintain  that  unfavourable  circum^ 
atances  alone  prevented  *tbeir  arrival — any  candid  man 
who  followed  the  evidence,  would,  he  was  persuaded, 
iMjmil  that  if  our  force  had  reached  Antwerp  oy  Hie  4tli 
or  5th  of  Augnat,  no  army  would  have  been  formed  there 
to  resbt  the  national  object  of  the  expedUtba.  This, 
kowever,  was  an  admisstonr  which  he  did  not  expect  from 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  house.  Those  ^isih 
tkmen  on  this  occasion  were  seeking  their  own  object. 
They  were  anxious  to  get  into  the  places  occupied  by  him^ 
self  and  bia  colleagues.  No  doubt,  Ihey  thought  It  for 
^e  benefit  of  the  conntrv  io  do  so,  and  be  gave  them  cre^ 
dit  foor  Uieir  sincerity.  Now,  he  begged  to  take  credit  for 
equal 'sincerity,  in  thinking,  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  conn* 
try  to  keep  them  out.  (Hear^  hear!  on  ike  kjpposkian 
henekes,)  Was  he  to  infer  irorji  (hat  cheer  that  his  since*' 
lity  was  questioned  ?  If  so,  there  was  a  want  of  recipro* 
city,  and  those  gentlemen  were  net  willing  to  allow  to 
others  that  credit  which  they  claimed  to  thcnisolvrs.  Qut 
what,  he  would  beg  the  house  to  reflect,  did  those  gentle- 
men look  for  by  the  resolutions  under  discussion  i — tliey 
looked  for  the  punishment  qf  an  administraiioR  which  bacE 
sought  a  .practicable  object  by  competent  means,  becanse 
that  object  had  &ilcd  through  causes  against  which  it  was 
impossible  for  any  adiaioistration  to  provide.  .  But,  he 
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trusted  the  house  would,  by  the  adoptioQ  of  the  BnMid^ 
tnenf^  jwhieh  oontainecl  a  fair  character  of  thfaprotyrtiiyi 
discottcert  the  prospects  of  tihofe  gentlemeD^  WitkiegaMi 
lo  the  reflectioBs  thrown  out  against  the  expeditioa  to  Go^ 
fieobag^li,  grounded  u!po»  the  statement,  that  we  had  ift^ 
conseqoenoe  of  that  expedition,  to  contend. against 'Danish^ 
sailors  in  the  Scheldt/  he  requested  gentlesBen.  to  reflect 
•that,  if  it  were  not  fee  tlie  expedition,  complained  of,  we 
abould  have  had  .not'  onlj  Danish  tsailora^- out  a  >  Danish 
4eet  to  oppose  us  uponr  this  occasion*  Now,  as  to  the  m^ 
tention  ot  the  island  of  Wialoherea,  which  fasd  g^iven  rise 
to  so  much  complaint,  he  hoped  no  donbt  cottid  exist 
that  any  degree  of  calamity,  oocasioned  tay.that  proceed* 
iiig,  excited  as  deep  regret  among  "diose  who  thought  it 
tlieirdutjto  recommend  the  measure,  as  among  those  who 
so  loudly dectairaed  upon  the  subjects  *  Heoonld  not  h&»' 
lieve  that  the  feelings  of  the  one  were  last  tender  And  corn- 
passionate  than  those  of  the  other,  or  of  My  set  of  men 
whatever ;  and  any  degree  of  affliottoa.  occasioned  bjr 
.what  he  and  his  colleagues  cooeeired  an  imperious  duty^ 
,was  to  them,  he  could  assure  the  house,  a  sense  of  pain*  ^ 
But  he  would  sobniit  to  the  consideration  of  the  bouse  aad 
•the  country  what  couese  remained  for  them  to  purene  ia 
.the  difficult  situation  in  which  they  wesb;  plaosd.  *  Hja 
xiabt  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Bathont)  had  asserted  that 
Walchcren  ought  to  have  been^  evacuated  as  sooii  as  the 
iobject  oSihe  expedition  against  Antwerp  was  found  nnat- 
tiunafoie. ;  Bat  ne  thought  quite  the  contrary,  and  npod 
that  opinion  he  acted ;  for,  failingr  in  out  object  to  cap- 
ture the  fleet,  and  oestroy  the  arsenal  at  Antwerp,,  itbe- 
erne  stiil  more  unportaht  to  retain,  if  possible,  that  sta« 
tion,  which  promised  to  afford  us  the  meonsof  preyentingf 
4^bat  fleet  and  arsenal  being  so  available  ta  the  enemy • 
•While  the  war  contioned,  the  letention^f  such  a  station 
•fipeared  de&ir^ble,  as  weU  for  our  own  safety  as  for  the 
interest  of  our  allies*  But  safely  after  getting  possctsioft 
^a  place  which  it  bad  been. the  ofagect  of  s» many  suo* 
cessive  governments  to  bbtahi,  the  policy  of  reltitquishing 
it  required  much  and  serious  consideratsbn.^  Nothing',  in« 
deed,  short  of  the  conviction  that  thisi  island  could  not  be 
held  without  an  expense  of  «i)en  and  mohev  n«t  to  be  en- 
<dored,  could'  have  eveii  compdled  hiii:  to wbnflofk  it*  But 
had  he  abandoned  it  sasoon  as  some/^gentlenien  on  tiire 
.other  ^ide  maintnined,  be  hadi^  dodfaiii4mtbvoi^'tkat  id* 


I      ' 


900  TBB  PARLIAMElTTAliT  SBOIITEII.  [cOirr 

•teadf  of  that  circumstance  serving;  in  any  de^^rfe  to  iiiiti* 
Ijfote  the  cenbQre  Kince  pronounced  upon  minititers,  that 
that  very  ^arly  abRndonment  would  Form  one  of  the  objects 
<)f  accmation  against  them.    The  importance  of  AntWerp 
to  Hhe  enemy,  both  in  a  naral  and  commercial  point  c£ 
view^  conid  not  be  doubted.     In  fact,  the  commerce  of 
the  port  of  Antwerp  alone,  produced  more  to  the  customs 
of  Bonaparte  in  the  year  1606,  by  one-third^  than  the 
<whole  of  his  revenue  from  the  customs  within  thelast  year 
ihroii^hout  all  France ;  namely,  the  customs  of  Antwerp 
in  ]60(),  amotirtted  to  eighteen  millions  of  francs,  while 
the  whole  of  last  year's  customs  did  not  exceed  twelve 
millions  of  frails.    Did  it  not'therefore  become  ministers 
oerioosly  to  consider  the  practicability  of  retaining  a  sta« 
'lion  which  affiyrded  the  means  ot  depriving  the  enemy  of 
onch  a  productive  source  of  revenue  ?  Thisaloae  formed  a 
•good  reason  for  endeavouring  to  retain  Walcheren.  But  iis 
importance  towards  rendering  the  great  naval  dcp6t  of  the 
enemy  comparatively  unavailable,  was  indisputably  grea<» 
.That  importance  was  recoenized  by  the  opn ion  of  Mr. 
JPitt,  whoy  in  1803,  meditated  an  attack  upon  Walcheren^ 
which  it  was  known  would  have  been  made  if  the  army 
^iinder  Sir  John  Moore  at  that  time  had  been  deemed  com* 
petent  to.  the  object.     An  attack  upon  Walcheren  was  in 
iau^t  in  the  contemplation  of  Mr.  Pitt  so  far  back  as  the 
year  1708.     But  such  a  measure  was  also  under  the  consi- 
-deration  of  Lord  Stdmouth's  government,  and  of  that  of 
the  late  administration,  tts  his  right  honourable  friend  Mr. 
.  Canning  had  eorrectly  quoted  from  the  speech  of  Lord 
-Grey.    Thus  this  island  was  sought  after  by  so  many  dif* 
4aeni  ministers,  not  one  of  whom,  be  it  remembered,  ever 
abandoned  tlie  pnrsuit  of  it  from  any  apprehension  of  its 
unbealth incase     When  he  and  his  colleagues  got  posses* 
oion  of  a  placei  so  snack  desired,  and  estimated  of  such  con* 
sequence  by  Lord  Nelson,  by  Lord  Sf.  Vincent,  and  by 
other  great  naval  authorities,  he  would  appeal-to  the  house 
and  the  country,  whether.it  did  not  behove  them  delibe- 
rately to  weigh  any  proposition  for  giving  it  up.    Let  it 
lie  jpecollectra,  that  ministers  had  an  opinion  before  then 
•tbiU  Walcbeten  was  tenable,  and  for  that  opinion  he  re« 
^rred  to  the  evidence  of  Sir  H .  Popham.    It  was  also  to  be 
coosidefed,  that  neither  from  the  dispatches  of  Lord  Cbatp- 
ham,  nor  frbm  any  thing  the  noble  lord  staled  on  his  re* 
tum  from  the  eaipedilioay  could  ministers  coUectany  thing 
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to  weaken  the  opinion  they  were  induced  to  adopt,  as  to 
the. practicability  of  retaining  this  island.    Thelioble  lord, 
BO  doubt,  urged  the  propriety  of  furnishing  an  adequate 
garrison,  but  not  a  word  about  the  indefensibility  ^f  the 
idand.     It  would,  no  doubt,   be  asked,  why  abandon 
Walcheren  under  all  these  considerations?    He  would 
answer,  in  consequence  of  the  second  report  of  Sir  RicAard 
Strachan,  which  was  among  the  documents  on  the  table. 
In  a  former  report  of  the  13th  of  September,  which  was 
also  before  the  house,  this  gallant  officer  stated,  that  WaU 
Y^heren  was  quite  tenable ;  that  a  plan  for  its  complete  de« 
fence  was  drawing  up,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  given 
up.     But  ill  the  latter  report,  the  gallant  officer  comma* 
nicated  his  opinion,  that  in  consequence  of  the  cessatioA 
of  the  war  with  Auslria,  the  enemy  would  be  enabled  to 
bring  such  a  force  to  act  against  \VaIcheren,  as  it  would 
not  be  In  the  power  of  this  country,  with  any  reasonable- 
proportion  of  its  means,  to  withstand.     Ministers,  there* 
fore  determined  upon  the  evacuation  of  the  island.     The 
right. honourable  gentleman  next  proceeded  to  advert  to 
that  part  of  the  question  aflfecting  the  retention  of  Wal- 
cheren.    And'  here  he  would  ask  it  of  the  capdour  of 
honourable  gentlemen,  if  the  evacuation  of  Walcheren 
was  that  which  could  be  done  as^on  as  it; had  been  re« 
solved  upon  ; — if  it  wa;*  ur  could  be  made  the  operation  of 
aday?    Supposing  thart  evacaatio^n  to  have  been  deter^ 
mined  upon  at  a  given  time — that  it  bad  been  determined 
npon  by  his  majesty's  ministers,  as  a  wise  measure  to  eva- 
cuate that  island — was  there  nothing  worthy  of  consider- 
ation  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  means  by  whidh  that  de* 
sirable  object  was  to  be  carried  into  effect  ?    The  first  ob- 
ject of.  their  proceedings  u;iist  be  that  of  the  removal  of  - 
their  sick.     Would  the  precipitate  abandonment  of  the  . 
island   ba^e  been  the  best  way  to  secure  tliat  object? 
(Hear^  hear  I)    Or,  in  order  to  secure  the  safe  and  tran- 
quil re«embarkation  of  the  sick,  was  it  not  expedient  that 
the  healthy  troops  should  be  in  undisputed  possession  of 
the  island?    {Hear,  hear  I).  Ot  would  it  have  been  a 
more  summary  way  to  liave  called  off  the  healthy  troops 
at  once,  and  abandoned  the  sick  to  their  fate?     (HeOTf 
bear !)    Well,  then,  it  is  admitted  that  we  should  have 
first  bronght  home  our  sick-^  and  now  let  those  gentlemen 
who  have  been  so  fine  in  their  random  flights  at  specula- 
tive censure^  dome  down  for  a  moment  to  the  simple  so- 


SOS  THe-rAHLiAKEirrARY  Rc<rimER.  fcotr. 

bridj  bf  fbct«    The  narjcoutd  notbrin^  hnnieLoursiok— * 
transports  must  of  coarse  have  been  employed  in  that  nie« 
)anebolj  service.    Atlcr  tlio  transports  had  arrived,  thejr 
must  necessarily  bayc  uhderfs^ohe  the  process  of  fomiga* 
tion^  and  after,  thdt,  returned  to  convey  the  remainder : 
Ibr  we  eo^Td  not  commilDd  the  means  of  ioimage  to  couvey 
tbenl  all  horoe  at  once  f  and  then  after  the  sick  had  been 
brought  home,  aad  not  before,  commences  the  evacuation 
Jby  tbe  beabby  part  of  the  troops  ;  even  this  slight  sam* 
iboRB  was,  .be  bl^Iieved,  sufficient  to  shew  that  it  was  not 
possible  to  evacuate  Walcbercn  at  the  time  that  it  might 
mve  been' thought  expedient  to  evacuate  it.    And  this 
hffottght  him  to  another  qiieslion,  involving  sfiil  morc'Coa- 
cliistve  reasons  for  the  subsequent  delay  in  the  retention, 
tbah  tbose  arising  from  mare  practical  difficulties.  Would 
it  have  been.rteht,  under  existing  circumstaiices,  to  have 
evacuated  Waldiercn  so  precipitately,  independently  of 
4hc  Physical  impracticabrlity  of  doing  so?    And  now  he 
«rouid  stat£  to  the  house  one  fact :  an  the  1 0th  of  October, 
the  gotcrnment  had  received  intelligence,  to  their  minds 
saAisfaetory,  that  Jiostiiities  were  on  the  eve  of  commenc* 
fug  between  Aastria  and  France.     Now,  suppose  minis- 
ten,  after  having  Mceired  tliat  intelligence,  had  never «' 
tbeless  detennin^  upoathe  abandonment  of  Walchereii^ 
'and  that  hostilities  upon  the  continent  hail  aetaally  re** 
commenced,  lioHv  easy  was  it  to  anticipate  the  tohrent  of 
InTective  (bat  wottld 'have  poured  upon  ministers  from  the 
laoDotiraUe  gentlemen  opposite  for  abandoning  -at  soch 
period  a  conquest  before  so  dearfy  bought,  and  then  so 
crhically  important  P   (Hear,  Aeaf ,  hear !)    Was  it  a  rash 
supposition  to  imagine  at  that  time  tbe  breaking  out  of  bos« 
liltCies  between  Austria  and  France  ?  Was  there  nothipi^  in 
lite  watering  and  nneasy  alternations  that  preceded  the 
treatjrof  yienna,  to  coontenancb  the  belief  that  the  contend^ 
lag  powers  might  again  rush  to  arms,  and  atiotbet  battle  be 
Ibogbt  for  the  political  existence  of  tbe  Continent  ?    And  if 
there  were  grounds  for  an  expectation  so  anxious,  )voultl 
WftlcheMQ  have  been  nothing  in  our  bands  against  the  com^ 
SDiBii  enemy  ?  (Hear^  heafy  hear  0  Or  would  it  not  have  been 
t  most  desirable,  a  mo^t  important  means  of  annpJanc6^ 
iUtoTy  keariy    But  there  is  yet  another  ground  upon 
which,  conjbinily  wiihtlie  preceding,  be  thoi^ht  tbe  re«« 
tention  defensible^    On  the  lOtb  of  October,'  for  the  rea^ 
soaa  be  had  stated,  it  worid  buve  been  wrpng  to  bare 


given  it  up,  comparinsr  fairly  the  good  and  evil  arising 
out  of  (he  act  of  rdention.  Ti)e  good  effects  hd  had  ob* 
serv^I  upoa.;  (hebsuKwas,  in  one  word,  sickness — ^aaevil 
lessening  everyday.  'Look  (o  the  report  of  Docfor  Blane-^^ 
the  distemper  uniformly  abates  in  October,  and  terminate^ 
in  November,  Here,  then  the  risks  of  the  evrl^was  rno* 
mentarily  decreasing,  MrhiL^  the  advantages  reasohably  ta 
be  calculated  upon  rose  with  the  crisis  itself.  At  such  a 
crisis,  Walcheren  onglit  to  brvve  been  kept  at  any  hazard, 
but  at  the  very  crisis  the  hazard  proporlibnably  dc« 
creased.  And  yet  the  gendemen  opposite  would  have  itj 
that  it  ought  to  have  been  abandoned  before  tlie  issue  of 
that  crisis,  which  might  have  made  it  formidable,  was  as« 
certained.  (Uear^  hear!)  As  to  the  conquest  itself,  as  he 
had  already  stated,  he  Imd  libt  been  without  his  appre-r 
bensions  of  itd  risks.  But  wiiere  was  the  military  opera- 
tion without  its  hazards?  Gentlemen  opposite  would 
have  an  expedition  subject  to  no  chanci»,  and. secure  of 
intermediate  as  well  hs  ultimatb  success.  Their  theory^  he 
must  say,  was  more  perfect  than  their  practice.  (Uear^ 
hear!)  But  still  it  ^vns  insisted  upon,  that  Walcheren  was 
unhealthy  part  of  the  year — why  St.  Lucia  was  unhealthy 
all  thcyear  round— St.  Domingo  was  unhealthy.  We  re- 
tained ihera  ;  and  yet,  though  beyond  comparison  more 
Unhealthy,  they  were  bcncaih  com|)aTison  with  the  ac^- 
knowledgcil  importance  of  Walcheren.  He  would  detairt 
the  house  no  longer,  wearied  as  was  their  attention,  and 
exhausted  as  was  the  subject.  He  had  reluct&ntly.endea-* 
voured,  as  it  were,  to  drag  them  along  with  him  through 
a  length  of  detail  that  lent  him  noaid,  and  to  which  his 
very  humble  eftbrls  pould  impart  no  interest.  He  thanked 
the  house  for  the  candour  of  their  attention,  and  lie  should 
sit  down  with  simply  stating,  that  it  was  his  anxious  and 
earnest  Mish  to  retain  Walcheren,  if  its  retention  could 
have  been  practicable ;  and  that  the  greatest  r^ret  wasy 
that  it  was  not  possible  to  retain  a  conquest  whi<m,  if  re- 
tained, would  have  proved  very  valuable.  The  right  h<hi 
Bourable  gentleman  then  sat  .down  amidst  a  dry  of  Hear^ 
hear!  .  ^ 

Mr.  R.  Dundtts  rose  amidst  cfies  ot'Queiiionj  question* 
He  assured  the  bouse  he  would  trouble  them  only  for  a  few 
moments.  He  positively  denied,  that  the  retention  of  Wal« 
checen  had  been  ^th^  effect  of  any  intrigues  of  ministers. 
The  inland  could  not  be  evacuated  sooner*    The  necessflEt/ 
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steps  for  that  purpose  could  not  hare  been  taken  SQpner ; 
and  this  l\e  consiaered  was  a  coroptcle  answer  to  the  objec* 
tions  on  that  point.  He  then  adverted  to  another  topic — 
the  answer  to  the  address  to  the  city  of  London.  The  pur* 
port  of  it  was,  that  no  inquiry  was  considered  necessary 
into  the  conduct  of  that  expedition,  either  uaval  or  mili- 
tary. As  to  any  other  inquiry,  parliament  would  see  to 
that.  The  clamours  which  that  answer  excited  would  be 
ever  remembered ;  and  yet,  now  let  gentlemen  compare 
the  answer  with  the  resolution  of  the  noble  lord  (Porches* 
ter),  completely  acquitting  the  officers.  T)iey  might,  and 
yon  would,  have  served  a  bad  ministry ;  but  still  they  did 
their  duty  as- far  as  depended  on  them.  He  begged  this 
would  be  a  warning  not  to  attack  the  characters  of  officers 
who  did  their  best  in  the  service  of  their  country.  He' 
concluded  by  observing,  that  even  the  honourable  baronet 
(Burdett)  who  had  blamed  these  officers,  must  vote  for 
their  acquittal  if  he  persisted  in  his  intention  of  voting  for 
all  the  resolutions  of  the  noble  lord  (Porcbester).         ^ 

Mr.  Brougham  expressed  bis  most  perfect  conviction, 
that  when  a^>ul)ject,  embracing  the  vital  interests  of  the 
empire,  one  in  which  every  man  was  anxious  to  ascertain 
the  exercise  of  that  duty  which  the  house  of  commons 
owed  its  constituents,  was  in  discussiort  ;  he  could  not  sa- 
tisfy bis  feelings,  e^en  by  voting  for  the  original  resolu* 
tions,  if  the  matter  was  to  rest  tl^ere.  He  iiad  a  confidence 
that  those  who  felt  for  the  country's^calamities,  would 
first  support  the  present  resolutions  ;  ancV looking  forward 
to  the  ulterior  consideration,  which  could  alone  afibrd  the 
country  justice  for  the  past,  and  guard  aPfl^inst  similar  de- 
linquencies in  the  future.  Those  who,  on  'the  other  hand^ 
could  limit  .*heir  sense  of  duty  to  the  preSint  resolution, 
would,  of  course,  support  them,  inadequate  as  in  his  mind 
they  were  to  any  other  purpose  but  the  salvation  of  minis- 
ters.   iUeaty  hear)  and  murmurs,)    - 

Sir  Home  Popham,  amidst  loud  cries  of  *^  Question, 
question,^  rose,  but  from  the  impatience  of  the  house,  and 
the  uproar  which  followed,  was  wholly  inaudible  in  the 
gallery. 

The  house  then  divided.        '  • 

When  the  opposition  were  in  the  lobby, 

Mr.  Ponsonby  addressed  them,  and  bNSgged,  as  there 
would  be  several  other  divisions to*nigbt|  that  g^tlemeis 
would  not^leavc  the  house. 


The  first  qneslion  uras  on  (he  first  set  of  the  original  re- 
solfrtionB  of  Lord  PcHrebester,  conTejiiig  a  censure  on  mU 
nisfersy'on  the  ground  of -the  impolicy  of  the  ex[)edition» 
On  this  question,  *the  numbers  were^ 

For  the  original  motion  •  227 

Against  it  •  -  *       ^    275   . 

Majority  agfttnst  the  resolntious        48 

A  second  (Jivisiqn  then  took  place  on  the  amendment  of 
General  Craufurd  lo  the  first  set  of  resolutions,  the  amend- 
nient  going  to  an  approbafiou  of  the  conduct  of  ministers, 
on  the  policy  of  the  espeditioHi 

While  the  ministerial  party  'yv&te  in  the  lobby  on  this 
question,  .  , 

Mr.  Perccral  addressed  them,  and  begged  that  they 
would  not  depart,  as  one  or  two  other  divisions  might  tie 
expected  to  take  place. 

The  ayes  haying  gone  in,  the  tellers  could  not  agree  as 
to  the  numbers,  when  the  ayes  again  came  out. 

Atlength  the  humbcrs  were  found  to  be, 

For  the  amendment        <•  *  S72 

Against  it   •       -  '         -  -  S32 

Majority  in  favour  of  ministers        40 

A  third  division  then  took  place,  on  the  second  set  of 
•lesolntions,  to  the  effect  of  censuring  minbters  for  the  re* 
tention  of  Walcheren: 

While  the  opposition  were  in  the  lobby  on  this  ques- 
tion, 

Mr.  Ponsonby  informed  them,  that  this  motion  wns  on 
their  own  proposition,  for  censure  against  the  ministers 
for  the  Detention  of  Walcheren ;  the  next  Would  be,  on  the 
.main  question  for  approving  of  the  conduct  of  ministers  on 
Ihfs  point,  and  of  corisequetice,  throughout  the.  whole  ex- 
pedition. On  iJiis  last  point,  he  hoped  that  they  would 
stand  considerably  higher  than  they  bad  yet  done. 

The  resolution  that  no  blame  is  imputable  to  the  con* 
*dttct  of  the  army  or  navy  was  carried  nem.  con. 

Upon  the  resolution  of  censure  as  to  the  policy. of  so 
long  rctainbig  Walcheren,  a  division  took  place, 
..Ayes       «  •  ^  .  ^4 

Noes      •  .^  .  .  275 


ftmm^ 


Majority        51 
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.    Updn  the  amendment  approving  af  the  conduct  of  roi- 
abtere  in  the  retention  of  Mr  alcheren,  the  numbers  irdre) 
Ayes      -  -.         >*/         -  263 

Noes      *  -  -  *  2S2 


Majority  for  ministers        21 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

MONDAY,   APRIL  2. 
'  IRISH    DISTILLERIES. 

Lord  ffoltand  presented  a  petition  from  certain  mer- 
chants of  Dublin  against  the  Irish  distillery  bill,  whicb 
received  the  royal  assent  last  week;  but  there  bein^  a 
clause  in  it  allowing;  it  to  be  altered  or  repealed  dnrmg 
the  i^resent  session,  the  Lor^l  Chancellor  was  of  opinion 
that  the  petition  might  be  received,  and  it  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table.  ' 

A  conversation  of  some  length  look  place  on  the  sub- 
ject;    The  Earl  of  Darnley  lamented,  that  when  the  bill 
was  utide/  consideration,  tfacy  were  not  favoured  with  the 
attendance  of  the  represcntitivc  peers  of  Ireland.     The 
Earl  of  Limerick,  on  behalf  of  tne  peerage  of  Ireland, 
protested  against  any  dictation,  as  to  what  ought  to  he 
their  condnct,  they  bring  upon  an  equality  with  theother 
peers  who  were  members  of  the  house. ,    The  Earl  of 
Darnley  disclaimed  any  other  intention  than  that  of  wish- 
ing for  local  information  from  those  who  were  best  qua^ 
lined  to  give  it.    Lord  Holland  stated,  that  the  grievance 
of  the  petitioners  arose  from  the  bill  havipg  reduced  one 
half  the  duty  on  corn  spirit,  in  consequence  of  which, 
they  who  had  a  large  quantity  of  sugar  spirit  on  hand| 
which  had  been  distilled  On  the  faith  that  the  then  existing 
prohibition  of  corn  distillation  would  continue,  were  un- 
able to  bring  it  into  com(fetition  in  the  market  with  the 
Hcorn  spirit,  which  had  thus  been  so  materially  reduced  in 
price.    Earl  Bathurst  said,  the  objection  had  been  nnder 
•  consideration,  and  it  had  been  intimated,  that  if  the  person 
who  objected  couid  devise  a  regulation  by  which  the  ob- 
jection could   be  obviated,  without  opening  a  door  to 
fraud,  it  would  be  acceded  to.     Earl  Spencer  complained 
of  the  rapidity  with  which  thebiH  was  passed,  sufficient 
time  not  having  been  allowed  for  its  consideration.    Earl 


JBat&ur«t  said)  it  wlis  read  a  first  time  oit  the  Thursday, 
find  not  read  a  second  time  till  the  Monday  following* 
Eart  Spencer  replied,  that  the  interval  between  Thursday 
and  Monday  was  too  short  for  the  bill  to  go  to  Ireland, 
and  for  any  petition  to  be  received  from  thence  agaiist  it* 
•^Adjourned. 
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MONbAT,  APRIL  5?. 

Mr.  WhaHon  moved^  that  there  be  laid  upon  th&table 
a  copy  of  the  rcpreisentation  of  the  subscribers  to  the 
late  funding  of  the  eight  million  exchequer  bills,  stating 
their  consent  to  tlie  funding  311,600/.  additional  upon  the  ' 
like  terms. — Ordered. 

Mr.  VVhitbread  gave  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
notice,  that  on  a  future  day  some  qnestitms  would  be  put 
to  him  relative  io  the  manner  in  which  the  last  eight  miU 
lions  were  disposed  of.  He  could  assure  him,  that  much 
dissatisfaction  prevailed  on  that  subject  out  of  doors,  par- 
ticularly as  it  had  been  stated  that  persons  had  obtained 
admission  into  the  proper  office  for  the  purpose  of  bid- 
ding long  before  the  doors  were  opened  to  the  public. 

Sir  John  Newport  stated,  that  upon  a  future  occasion 
he  would  prove  th<it  the  public  paid  at  a  great  price  for 
money  raised  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Wharton  then  presented  the  paper,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lockb art  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  . 
the  13th  and  I4th  of  Charles  II.  so  fiir  as  related  to  the 
renting  of  property  under  ten  pounds  per  annum.  The 
great  object  of  his  bill  was,  to  increase  the  clij^culties  in 
the  acquisition  ot  settlements,  as,  from  the  interpretation 
now  given  to  iho^e  acts,  there  was  a  great  tiicUity  for 
fraud,  and  many  obstructions  to  benevolence. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Davies  Giddy,  leave 
was  granted. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Perceval,  the  order  of  the  day 

for  the  house  re^olvinij  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  v%h(»le, 

to  consi(!<T  of  an  increase  to  the  salaries  of  the  Irish  and 

Scotch  judges  was  postponed  until  Friday. 

Sir  John  Newport  expres^  his  surprize  ih^t  the  papers, 
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respecting  the  intended  compensations  to  oiBoers  of  the 
revenue,  in  consequence  of  the  ab6lition  of  fees,  moved 
for  bj  him  ivro  months  mo^  were  not  yet  laid  before  the 
,  bouse.  There  4vas  no  difficoUv  to  their  being  prepared  in 
a  vfetk  \  he  should  therefore  then  move  that  they  be  pre* 
sen  ted  forthwith.' 

Mr.  Foster  said  they  were  not  yet  made  out,  beci^use 
they  could  not.  It  was  necessary  they  should  go  through 
certain  ofAcial  forms  before  they  could  assume  the  shape 
of  a  grant.  That  process  was  not  concluded,  and  was  there- 
fore the  source  of  the  delay- 

The  reversion  bill,  on  (he  motion  of  Mr.  Banker,  was' 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  ta  be  committed  on  the 
following  day. 

STAMP    OFFICE.      \ 

Mr.  Whitbread  expressed  his  desire  to  know,  wbether 
the  proposed  regulations  in  the  stamp  office  were  yet  per« 
iectod  and  carried  into  effect  i    ' 

Mr  Wharton  stated  they  had  not  yet,  but  he  had  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  improvement  was  iu  progress, 
and  would  shortly  be  carried  inio  execution.  * 
.'  Mr.  Whitbread  felt  sorry  that  buch  good  work  was  so 
long  delayed,  particularly  as  he. was  si^re  it  could  have 
been  put  in  practice  before  that  time. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  moved,  that  the  further  consider* 
ati(m  of  .the  report  on  the  local,  militia  bill  be  postponed 
until  the  following  day.  A  short  conversation  took  place 
between  Sir  William  Milner,  SirChark*s  Burrel,  Sir  John 
Sebright,  and  Mr.  Wh  if  bread,  in  which  the  later  sug- 
gested the  propriety  oF^not  acting  upon  the  inferpreta« 
tion  of  the  clause  in  the  local  militia  bill,  tending  to  de- 
prive militiamen  living  in  the  town  or  place,  which  wa$ 
ap|K>iDted  head  quarters,  of  the  marching  money.  By  a 
circular  letter  received  by  him  last  year  from  the  office  of 
the  secretary  of  state,  lii'  found  that  rather  an  impleasant 
discretion  was  upun  that  point  given  to  the  commanding 
officer.-  Thd  saving  of  ex|)encc  by  suchii  distinction  was 
incon>iderable,  and  the  acting  upon  ii  must,  in  his  opt* 
,  nion,  be  attended  with  very  unsatisfactory  circumstance. 
The  motioa  for  postponement  was^  then  agreed  to. — Ad« 
journed, 
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HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

TUtSDAY,  APnil.  3. 

Lord  Palmersfon  moved  for  several  documents  from 
the  army  medical  board  respectin^r  th^  state  of  health  in 
the  army  when  at  Walcheren. — Ordered. 

The  $;ime  noble  lord  moved  for  leave  to  brinsr  in  the 
iiftnual  bill  for  allowaii(5e  to  innkeepers  and  publicans, 
for  the  maintenance  of  soldiers  occasionally  quar^red  oa 
them. 

Mr.  ShajO)  Lefetre  expri^sed  his  hope  that  the  noble 
lord,  in  framing  his  bill,  uould  take  into  his  considerativn 
the  numerous  |>etitions  upon  this  head,  i^ow  lyip^  <>n  the 
tabli*,  fiom  innkee|)ers  in  every  quarter  of  the  counlry, 
complainings  of  the  total  inadequacy  of  the  allowances 
Iiitberto  usually  made,  and  the  great  losses  they  su-iained 
therei)y  ;  and  praying  either  an  increase  of  allowance,  or 
so^^c  limitiitiou  in  the  rations  of  provisions  \o  be  given  to 
soldiers,  so  as  to  secure  the  petitioners  against  lo^s.  The 
honourable  member  stated,  that  the  grievance  bore  ex- 
tremely hard  in  tliis  case  upon  a  particuPir  class  of  iu* 
dustrious  men,  and  he  hoped  their  petitions  m ould  have 
tine  conhidcration.  Year  after  year  they  saw  bills  brought 
into  parliament,  alike  professing  to  raise  the  allowance  of 
the  innkeeper  ;  but  no  increase  whatever  bad  token  place 
in  cons<^^uence  :  but  he  earneMly  hoped,  that  the  com- 
plaints of  (he  innkeepers  would  n«^v  l)e  taken  into  serious 
consideration,  as  from  the  pressure  of  taxes,  and.  the  ad- 
vance on  every  article  of  provitjion,  the  obligation  of  fur* 
nishiiig  soldiers  with  provision  at  the  present  ratio  must 
be  ruinous 

Lord  Palfntfsion  said  the  subject  had  by  no  means 
escaped  consideration  ,  and  the  comnianj1er»in-chi^f  only 
waited  for  returns  from  the  commanclers  of  regiments  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  in  .  Jd^r  to  -'C  enabled  ,(0 
form  a  judgment  of  the  pn>per  average  of  it  crease  t.  be 
allowed^ — lj4M^e  was  given  to  brir^  iu  the  bill. 

Mr.  Charles  i/undcis  gave*  iicitice  of  a  motion  ibr  the 
followiogday,  ibr  a  select  committee  to  tnke  it.Uo  consi« 
deration  the  present  mo^e  of  collecting  the  assessed  tajLeSi 
»Ih1  report  their  opinign  to  the  haui^ef 
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'  CAPTAIN  Lake. 

» 

Sir  Frmfcis  Burdelt  ros^e,  and  said  he  had  to  submit 
to  the  house  a  motion,  i;?hichihe  felt  of  the  most  serioua 
importance.  His  object  was  not  to  make  any  motion  im« 
plying  a  ilii^t  opinion  of  the  guilt  of  Captain  Lake,  but 
lie  ivas  anxious  that  there  should  be  justice  done,  and 
that  it  should  be  done  by  (hat  house.  He  should,  tbere- 
*fore,  confine  himself  to  moving  for  papers  relative  to  the 
trial  of  Captain  Lake.  The  class  of  his  majesty^s  subjects 
ivhowere  immediately  interested  in  the  motion,  wene  inea 
entitled  to  alt  the  feeling  of  rthe  country.  The  seaman 
^ho  had  fought  and  bled  in  the  cause  of  the  country  must 
not  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  every  petty  tyrant — must,  not 
be  delivered  up'  to  the  caprico  of  a  man  who  will  be  ca* 
pricious  liccause  he  has  tlie  power  to  be  so.  The  blood 
of  a  fellow  subject,  and  a  fellow  man,  must  not  be  wasted 
away  at  the  plerisure  of  a  remorseless  and  nnpitying  au- 
thority ;  or,  if  that  great  crime  of  "  shedding  tho  in- 
nocent blood*'  be  committed,  there  must  be  a  power  to 
which  that  blopd  may  cry — a  superior  power,  that  will 
not  feel  it  a  degradation  of  its  greatness  to  bend  its  ear 
for  a  moment,  and  listen  to  that  lowly  and  feeble  cry  for 
justice,  that  solemn  cry,  "  that  cometh  out  of  the  ground.** 
But  he  would  not  detail  to  tlic  house  the  feelings  which 
pressed  u{)on  his  mind  at  the  plain  recital  of  the  facts  of 
this  most  atrocious,  cruel,  cowardly  murder,  for  he  must 
call  it  murder  ;  yet  as  he  had  mentally  bound  himself  to 
al^stain  from  any  >attempt  to  heighten  the  case,  he  would 
not  dare  to  give  it  any  colouring  of  language  ;  he  could 
not  give  it  any  Colouring ;  it  was  a  naked  crimc^— an  act 
of  cool,  determinate,   deliberate   wickedness,   on   whose 

{glaring  and  uticovered  guilt  no  eye  could  look  without 
iorrar.  He  felt  a  kind  of  national  shame  on  thinking 
that  such  a  crime  could  have  so  long  pns.scd  almost  un* 
noticed  :  and  (hat  when  it  was  noticed,  it  was  with  the 
snng  froid  o{  i\\\y  oihi^x  dt-iily  occurrence.  He  had  first 
ini't  it  in  a  newspiprr,  where  it  was  set  down  as  if  it  had 
l)«»rn  noihini:  more  than  thcacconntof  a  stage-coach  over- 
turning in  Pie;a(Hlly,  and  a  history  of  the  fractures  of  the 
•pahsfujers.  And  what  was  this  triHc  of  the  day's  novel- 
lies  ?  Nothing  monr  than  thut  a  human  being  had  been 
hn'if^A  for  ^u  unproved  crime  \  had  beei)  sent  on  shore  pa 
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a  desolate  ishmd,  without  food  or  wafer,  under  the  burn- 
ings sun  of  the  West  Indies,  left  to  perish  without  help 
OD  the  face  of  (he  earth  ;  and  that.he  perished  !     Yet  this 
was  a  tale  whicli  passed  like  other  things  of  tbedaj.  The 
perpetrator  of  the  act  was  thought  to  deserve  nothing  'more 
than  an  admonition,  and  was  eren  put  into  a  higher  com- 
mand.    If  an  J  thing  in  the  feeling  of  the  public  w<is  stilt 
altVe,  it  ought  to  be  called  on  to  investi^te  this  act ; 
and  it  now  rested  with  the  house  to  say,  whether  theoc-. 
casioD  was  such  as  to  call  for  their  interference  in  the 
cause — that  most  rigbteoiu  cause  of  injured  justice  and 
insulted  humanity.     There  were  mimy  strange  circum- 
stances connected  >iilii  the  trial.     Jn  the  first  plact^  the 
accusers  and   wilnesses  were  all   of  them  accomplices. 
Nothing  could  come  nearer  to  certainty  than  that  the  man 
had  perished,  and   it  was  his  (Sir  Francis  Burdett's)  first 
intention  to  have  moved.an  acldre^s  to.hts  majesty,  to  order 
an  inquiry  iaio  the  murder  ;  hut  it  had  been  suggested^ 
that,  as  the  evidence  was  not  sufficient  to  determine  n 
grand  jury,  the  address  niii^ht  be  opposed.     But  the  facta ' 
contained  in  Mr.  Thomases  letter  were  so  singular  and  so 
pointed,  that  no  doubt  rested  on  his  (Sir  Francis's)  mind, 
of  the  crime  having  been  conimitled  in  i't9  fullest  extdnl. 
It  appeared  from  the  evitfence  of  Mr.  Spenser,  an  officer 
of  the  sloop,  that  Jeffi^ry,  the   unfortunate  ;yiciim,  had 
l^en  charged  with  stealing,  if  that  could  be  stealing,  a 
iittle  spruce  beer;  but  from  the  same  evidence  it  appeared, 
that  there  was  a  wish  to  get  rid  of  him  previously  to  the 
offence — an  actual  conspiracy  against  this  unhappy  man; 
he  ^as  seized  and  sent  away  without  his  clothes  or  money ; 
there  was  no  use  in  those  to  him,  for  he  was  sent  away  to 
die.    In  two  months  after  he  was  sent  for,  and  his  trowseri 
were  found.     The  man  was  supix)sed  by  the  seamen  to 
have  been  devoured  by  the  birds  of  prey  that  flopk  round 
the  island ;   yet  this  act,  with  all  its  horrid  feeling  about 
it,  was  thought  by  the  admiral  in  the  West  Indies  and  his 
court  martial  to  be  a  trivial  occurrence ;  &nd  a  report  of  a 
report,  taken  from  the  report  of  ah  American  paper,  waa 
to  acquit  Captain  Lake  of  the  deepest  crime  of  which  the 
lawacan  take  notice.     [Here  Sir  Francis  read  a  minute  of 
the  evidence,  in  which  it  was  mentioned-  that*the  officer 
and  party  sent  on  shore*  to  look  for  Jeffery,  took  fowling- 
pieces  to  shoot  the  binls  on  the  islaad.  J     What  I  Sir,  -. 
said  be,  were  those  to  be  their  occupations  in  that  most 
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nelaiichol  J  visit  ?  They  were  sent  to  ascertain  the  life  or 
death  of  a  homan  creature;  to  find  him  dying,  or  to  find 
his  bones,  and  yet  this  they  converted  into  a  shootin?  ex* 
cursioD.  Even  then  bn(  a  few  men  were  ^ent  on  shore : 
hut  their  object  wns  not  to  find  his  remains  ;  they  were  not 
to  find  the  corpse  that  wHs  to  give  a  dreadful  testimony 
agaitifit  its  murderer*  Why  was  not  every  man  that  could 
be  spared  from  the  ship  sent  ?  and  why  were  only  a  single 
boat  s  crj^w,  and  those  e>y)ross)y  prcpnre<i  so  with  means  ot^ 
amusement  as  to drawoflr  their  attention  from  any  diligence 
of  search  ?  In  tiie  evidence  it  came  out  that  the  nearest  land 
tpSombrero,the  place  of  this  atrocious  crime,  wasAnguiUa, 
ud  ^hat  was  at  a  distance  of  seven  or  eight  leagnes; 
whiicb  yet  in  Admiral  Cochrane's  staterfienl  had  been  said 
to  be  just  beside  it.  It  also  came  out  in  evidence  that  the 
ship  was  iti  sight  of  Sombrci^  next  morning.  Thus  Cap* 
tain  Lake  had  time  for  thought;  but  it  was  only  for 
doable  guilt ;  the  sun  went  down  upon  hb  wrath,  the  sun 
rose  upon  it,  and  neither  time  nor  thought  could  nwakcu 
hitn  to  a  sense  of  the  misery  of  the  man  who  was  at  tliat 
moment  sinking  under  his  reven<re  :  nt  that  moment  oit  a 
^hore  where  no  human  foot&tep  trod,  sinking  under  the 
aufferingof  body  andagony  of  mind,  that  last  terrible 
visitation  of  misery,  when  the  mind  sinks  under  its  weighty 
aad  the  man.has  lost  at  once  the  {)Ower  of  resistance  and 
the  hope  of  restoration ;  it  was  to  a  death  like  this  that  he 
was  oonsigned  ;  a  lingering  detnil  of  nil  the  suffering  that 
can  be  laid  upon  our  nat^ire,  wherethe  pains  of  the  bodV| 
burning  under  a.  tropical  sun,  \Ycre  wound  up  by  the  bit- 
ter depression  of  a  mind  that  ^as  never  lo  hear  the  sound 
of  a  humaM  voice  again,  never  to  R^l  the  consolation  of  a 
homaii  presence,  but  sink  from  hour  to  hour,  helpless, 
hopeless,  deserted,  and  in  det«pair — thlK,  said  SSir  Francis, 
this  was  the  fate  reserved  for  a  man.  What  was  the  guilt 
of  this  atrocious  criminal  ?  Had  he  disserved  to  be  cut  oft 
from  the  communion  of  his  fellow-creatures,  by  some  act 
which  put  him  out  fcom  the  limits  of  human  fc<;ling8  ?  He 
Jiad  stolen  some  spruce  beer  1  Yet  wore  this  mighty  crUtie 
proved,  where  was  the  sanctity  or  even  Ui^  8;>bernes8  of 
justice  calUng  up  all  her  powers  to  fix  the  crime  upon  the' 
offender,  and  vindicate  herself  from  cruelty  in  the  horrible 
j^Qi^hn^^t  which  she  had  devised  for  him  ?  The  crime 
was  not  proved,  nor  attempted  to  be  proved;  there  wna 
ihe  ilpmrndt  of  4|  captain  vf  a  sloop  oi  u  nr,  and  tho  for- 


jAal  and  dimified  jotlioe  pf  tbe  men  who  had  vttoHred  ip 
g^  rid  of  their  victim.  Get  rid  of  him !  why  not  throw 
him  into  the  sea  ?  It  would  have  been  macj  to  the  death 
%hich  they  reserved  for  him.  It  had  been  said)  that  the 
ishnd  was  Supposed  to  be  inhabited ;  but  all  authority 
was  againlBt  that  idea.  (Here  Sir  Francis  read  an  account 
of  tbe  Sombrero  tslands,  from  Brooke's  and  other  popular 
gaietteers,  which  all  concurred  in  representing  those 
klands  as  totally  baiven  and  and  uninhabited.)  It  had 
been  said,  that  the  first  suggestion  that  the  isbind  wM 
uninhabited  reached  Captain  iLake  when  he  was  at  Bar- 
badoes,  and  that  he  declared  lie  would  not  for  twenty 
thousand  pounds  have  put  the  man  on  shore  if  he  haa 
known  it.  -  But  why  did  he  not  even  then  inquire  about 
Jefferyf  Why  not  send  to  America,  which  he  might 
have  done  for  the  1 00th  part  of  the  money,  and  discover 
whether  he  were  living  ?  Tbe  very  seamen  who  were  sent 
in  the  boat  with  Jeffi*ry,  declared  that  he  must  be  starved 
to  death.  It  had  been  asked  on  the  trial,  whether  Gap* 
tain  Lake  was  perfectly  sane  ?  or  whether  he  was,  at  the 
moment  of  the  crime,  quite  sober  i  It  had  been  said  ia 
evidence  that  he  was  quite  sane ;'  but  even  if  he  had  not 
been  sober  he  had  time  to  repent  I  The  ship  hy  in  sight  of 
the  island  next  day,  and  he  might  then  have  attempted  to 
undo  bis  offetice,  but  he  was  still  steady  to  his  revtogo^ 
On  his  (rial,  Oiptain  Lake  said,  he  stood  under  disadvan* 
tages ;  he  had  been  hurried,  and  forced  to  lose  the  help  of 
witnesses  absent  on  service :  but  this  was  absurd  ;  the  Ad* 
miralty  would  have  stayed  the  trial  till  his  witnesses  came, 
but  he  had  his  time  chosen  by  himself;  his  witnesses  were 
chosen  out  of  those  who  were  implicated  in  his  oflbioe ; 
and  it  appeared,  that  even  in  the  progress  of  the  triat 
every  thing  had  been  studiously  excluded  which  ooid4 
press  upon  his  case.  He  (Sir  Francis)  felt  himself  now  pain* 
fully  situated ;  for  he  must,  by  the^xmrse  of  the  chafrgey 
be  drawn  in  to  censure  some  of  those  whose  high  stations 
should  have  placed  above  a  neglect  of  justice.  From  ilm 
Aidmiralty,  he  had  to  look  to  the  court-martial,  apd  to 
reprobate  the  unscrupulous  ceal  with  which  they  ap 
peared  to  shut  out  from  the  case  every  thing  that  might 
press  upon  Captain  Lake.  (Here  Sir  Francis  read  ia 
a  low  tone  of  voice,  a  great  quantity  of  the  evidence 
given  .by  the  different  officers  of  the  ship  on  the  trial,  and 
fioade  slight  comments  in  earplanaiion  as  be  wont  alon|*.^ 
Vol.  ll.— 1810.  Ss 
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Every  ihif^g  said  fie,  in  fbis  evidence  oppn^sscs  the  mind. 
It  is  drcadliil  to  think  Iha^  such  ads  can  result  from  put- 
ting aut|)ority  into  unfit  bands ;  yet  this  man  Mas  raisnl 
to  a  liiglier  rank.  I  nlust  suppose,  for  the  honour  of  hu- 
man nature,  (hat  his  ofienc^  was  not  fully  known.  (Ileary 
hear  i  from  the  treasury  bench.)  What  n»ust  have  been 
the  thought  of  that  wretched  raan,  much  more  wrctcherl 
than  the  being  whom  lie  had  crushed,  while  be  knew 
.that  he  was  languishing -without  food  or  uater,  without 
.clothing  )or  shelter,  in  a  climate  fatal  to  life.  No ;  this 
crime  muht  not  pass  away ;  this  was  no  question  of  poli- 
tical interests ;  nothing  oh  which  wise  or  good  men  might 
disagree;  it  was  the  cause  of  the  seaman  and  the  soldirr  ; 
it  was  bis  cau&e ;  it  was  their^s ;  it  was  the  cause  of  alt ; 
the  cause  of  justice ;  the  cause  of  liature,  that  sacral  aittl 
holy  sensibility,  whose  movings  cannot  be  checked  \)  ithout 
a  crime.  It  now  remained  with  the  bouse  to  consider  wlie* 
jther  the  ofiencc,  of  which  a  mere  outline  had  been  detail- 
ed, was  not  one  whicli  ought  to  be  prosecuted  by  the  law  of- 
iiqersof  the  crown.  The  honourable  baronet  concluded 
a  speech  of  great  eloquence  and  power,  by  moving-, 
^'  That  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  papers  relative  to  Captain  Lake's  trial^  and 
report  upon  the  same." 

The  Chmcellor  of  the  Excheamer  did  not  wish  in  any 
manner  to  repress  fhe  feelings  woich  the  8tatem<int  of  the 
pase  necessarily  excited.  It  was  certainly  a  case  deserving 
of  very  serious  attention ;  but  however  he  agreed  with 
many  of  the  propositions  of  the  honourable  baronet,  he 
could  not  assume  with  him  that  there  was  evidence  of  a 
.  murder  being  committed ;  and  he  therefore  did  not  see 
Ivbnt  mo4e  of  triahthe  committee  which  was  proposi^cl 
could  recommend  to  be  had  against  Oaptain  Lake.  lie 
was  very  ready  to  admit,  that  he  coticeived  it  was  no  sort 
of  excuse  for  Captain  Lake  to  alledge,  that  I»t  did  not  know 
that  this  island  of  Sombrero  was  uninhabited.  It  appear* 
fd  to  him  that  there  was  but  little  shade  of  difference  be« 
(ween  the  guilt  of  sending  a  man*  on  an  island  that  be  knew 
ip  be  uninhabited  and  sending  him  to  one  that  he  had  no 
reason  to  suppose  wtis  inhabited,  and  which  it  was  his 
<jiuty  to  have  ascertained.  If  there  was  any  proof  that  the 
man  was  dead,  he  did  not  conceive  that  the  sentence  of 
the  court-martial  could  prevent  his  bein^  now  tried  for 
murder.    As  the  case  however  now.  stood^  there  was  im 


feridence  af  all  ac^ninst  Gaptnin  Lake,  except  tfieeyidencJe 
bt'arin^  upon  the  ])oin(  which  he  was  tried  for  by  a  courts 
iiiaHiiily  and  punislied.     The  charge  for  which  he  was 
tried  by  the  cplirt- martial  was  similar  to  a  most  aggra- 
vated inisdcraeanour  at  common  law,   namely  an  asaault 
Vfiih  in'ent  to  mender.    On  this  point  Capftain  Lake  bad 
bet»n  already  tried,  and  had  received  the  sentence  of  the 
court' martial ;   atna  it  therefore  appeared  to  him  that'  be 
coiild  not  be  tried  a  second  time  for  the  same  offence.     It 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  court-martial  to  pronpunpe  a 
severer  sentence  than  it  did ;   but  wheffier  a  cotirt  of  law 
Ivould  not  have  inflicted  a  severer  punisliment  W!^s  doubti- 
ful.     It  was/  however,  no  slight  ])i]nishment  to  a  onao' 
who  bad  arrived  to  so  high  n  rank  in  the  navy  to  be  broke 
by  a  oourt«niartiaK     If  it  could  not  be  in  the  powcfr  of  the 
committer  to  direct  any  further  proceedings,  he  saw  no 
practicKal  good   in  tlie  appointment  of  (he  committee. 
The  h^noutable  baronet  seemed  to  think  the  man  had  lost 
Ihis  life,  but  ft  appeared  to  him  that  there  was  no  manner 
•f  evidence  m  to  this  fact.    Tlie  idea  that  the  map  wa^ 
safe  was  grounded  on  other  evidence  besides  the  paragraptjt 
hi/ihe  Amisrican  paper :  If  the  house  was  to  order  un  in-r' 
diotment  for  murder,  Captain  Lake  could  not  be  conrict^' 
<iilf  unless  there  was  proof  that  the  man  was  desid  ;  and'iti* 
a  case  wbere  there  was  no  probability  of  a  convidtion, 
tliere  was  no  use  in  indicting.     Instead  of  doing  any>oo(l 
Jt  would  defeat  the  very  object  of  the  motion,  to  order  sjt 
trial  without  suflicient  evidence.     This  would  be  the  way 
to  secure  an  acqnitlal,  in  which  case,  supposing  the'  car-* 
case  of  iliis  man  to  be  afterwards  found,  or  Ins  death  to  bo 
proved  in  any  other  way.  Captain  Lake  could  never  he 
tried  again.     He  therefore  thought  that  it  would  tiot  only 
<^o  no  good,  but  thnt  it  might  be  productive  of  injarj'  to' 
orcler  a  trial  for  murder  on  the  evidence  now  before  tRc^ 
kouse.     He  thought  that  the  house  should  therefore  nof 
allow  itself  on  the  present  occasion  to  be  imrried  away  by^ 
feelings^  which  were  very  naturally  escited  on  the  bare 
sitaterocnt  of  the  case.     He  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
wait  for  some  time,  to  see  whether,  by  additional  inqui- 
ries, any  further  information  could  be  obtain^;  and  then 
if  any  such  evidence  was  obtaiaed  as  should  prove  the  raaii' 
to  b:\ve  died  in  c  >nse|^uenoe  of  ht«  tteing  left  oti  th^  ihl^nd, 
n  trial  might  be  ordered.     He  really  Mieved  that  when 
ike  bou.  baronet  was  first  64fuck  wUb  the  statement  of' 
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the  case,  lie  had  suppoeed  that  there  had  been  no  trial  of 
inquiry  into  it»  He  aUo  believed,  that  although  the 
houourable  baronet  had  then  thought  the  eridence  saftf 
cieni  to  amomit  \o  ^  proof  of  murcbr,  be  did  not  think  m 
at  pretipnt.  If  the  miin  wa&»  howevei^  tUll  living,  a  furthef 
pujiiftbnient  might  be  inHicted  on  Captain  Lale|  for  tho 
aailor. would  have  a  civil  action  fov  damages,  in  wbiciv 
case ^a. jury  would  have^o  declare  what  Mmages  ought 
to  be  given  in  a  case  of  such  extreme  ^sruelty  and  atrocHjr* 
As  to  a  passaffe  in  Mr.  Thomas's  letter  respecting  frauda 
in  the  West  fndiea,  ho  could  assure  the  hcmooiahle  baio^ 
net  thot  this  subject  wa«  now  under  inyestigatipn  by  ordei^ 
of  tbe^dimralty.  As^  he  did  not  see  what'goodC0Mld  be 
done  by  (he  appointmeTit  of  a  cpmrnittae,  or  vybat  form  of 
trial  they  could  order,  he  must,  if  b^  were  obliged  to  x:omQ 
to  a  vote,  give  his  vote  agaiost.the  Gomoiittee»  Be  hown 
evei*  wished,  that  .the  honourable  baronet  would  consent 
to  wtthdifaw  his  motion  fpr  the  present;  and  he  also  wish* 
ed.  roost,  particularly  that  it\  should  not  t>e  aupposod 
^Uj^  the  house  thp^ght  lightly,  of  the  oase  that  had  beei| 
$ta^  to  them,  or  that  th^y  .diluted  from  the  motiont^ 
£or  any  other  jreasoo,  exeei^  that  there  was  nofc  evideaoe 
before  them  sufficiept, to  induce  them  tporderaprosectttio^ 
fi>r  muider      .    .  ^ 

Jifr*  fVkiibrcadetildy  that  the  ri^ht  honourah^le  gentie«^ 
man  appeaced  to  have  fqigotten  that  the  motion  of  the 
Iiooourable  baronet  went  turtber  tlian  tho  mere ;  case  of 
Captain  Lake,  and  that  a  part  of  it  was,  that  those  pa- 
pers should .  be  laid  before  the  oommitiee  to  report  upon 
them.  He  should  wish  rery  much  to  know  whether  the 
admiralty '  bad  taken  ai^y  step  i/vith  respect  to  8irAlcx« 
ander  Cochrane,  whose  case  appeared  to  him  to  be  fnlly 
as  im{iQrtant  as  thai  of  Captau^  Xake.  The  bonourabJe 
baronet  (Sic  Francis  Biirdett)  had  stated  the  case  as  re* 
specting  Captain  Lake  with  the  greatest  temperatace  and 
inodpration,  and  ha(i[  not  sougtit-iu  any  manner  toaggrft* 
▼ate  it.  'Uis'simple  statement' of; the.  case  had  made  a 
oonsideroble  impressiop  on  the  nouse>  and  if  they  tbooghit 
the  cruelty  of  Captain  Lake  ^o  be  so  great  in  sending  % 
man  on  shoi:§  oir  an  island  which  be  did  not  know  wjie* 
iher  it  was  iuhabited  or  not,  what. would  the,  bouae  think 
of  Sir  A*  Cochrane,  who,  knowing  that  the  island  woe  v 
nninbabited,  stilt  ocinceived  that  a  simple  admonition  to 
Cap^iiu Xnke  was  paaisbo^ci^  cufugb  for  such  extreme . 


fntHyl     The  vespotisibilitjr  extended,  tbrougliout  the 
vhole  line  of  the  service ;  and  the  adairal^  who  ooiic^hF*^ 
fid  (bat  soeh  a  eriiae  ought'  to  pass  napantshed,  was  bias** 
idf  deepl/  respoaslMe^    Tlio  admind  apfieared  to  bintf 
to  haw  cntiidj  deserted  his  diitj,  when,  knowlmg  thim 
Haasactton,  be  allowed  Captain  hake  to  be  promotedi 
and  giTco  a  ship  of  a  Ingfaer  rank  than  be  bid  beferev 
lie  tkefefiyre,  thought  mt  the  admiralty  woald  notde^ 
its  duty  ui|lcs8  they  wereto  ordar  some  prooBBdiags  a^instt 
^r  A.  Cochrane.    The  right  bonoufabte  gentlenan  (Mr^  . 
Percetai)  had  spoken  with  overy  proper  fteliag  upon  the 
present  qiiesltoii,  bnt  he  stiilr  doobted  nuich  whether '» 
matt  trim  once  before  a  co«rt>inartial|  crndd  •  be  trisd 
again  ai  law  for  the  same  ofl^noe*    The  seatenoe  was  oer^ 
tMttly  yery  lenient;  and  he  must  say,  that  there  weni 
•ften  acquittaia  a»d  sentences,  the  very  slighlness  of 
which  was  shddking  lo  hnaianfliy.    The  question  waa 
now,  bowever,  whether  Gaptun  Lake  coaU  be  stiM  tried 
Upon  the  endeace  before  tne  house  for  the^  crime  of  m^ir* 
^n    If  hewerb  upon  a  grand  jury,  and  were  to  deici^ 
mine  opon  Me  oath  on  the  evidence  now  before  -the  beose^ 
|o  support  an  indictment  of  mmder,  he  must  wponhie 
path  says  *^  no  true  bUU'*    If  he  were  on  a  petty  jnfyi 
aiMi  socb  evidence  was  laid  before  him,  he  must  say 
f  ^  not  'gailty.*'    He  did  not  thhik  it  had  been  proved  that 
Captain  Lake  knew  the  island  to  be  unitihabited ;  for  if 
he  had,  there  would  be  no  tise  in  marking  the  word 
^^  thief*  on  the  back  of  the  man.    It  appear^,  however^ 
to  Mm  that  the  search  upon  the  island  was  not  satisfae** 
toiy.    It  iras  extmerdinaiy  -that  on  the  first  search  no* 
ibing  was  fqund ;  and  it  was  on  the  second,  when  they 
brought  gtMS  with  them  to  shoot  birds,  that  they  did  find 
souEiediing.    Thoj^  found  the  handle  of  a  tomahawk,  or 
batcIiet,'aQd  part  of  a  pair  of  trowsers,  such  as  were  giren 
Alt  for  the  navy.    Others  said  that  it  was  not  a  {lart  of 
ft  batcbet  that  ever  bckmged  to  the  sbip,^  nor  even  the 
trwwsers.    If  so,  it  would  appear  that  the  hitand  had  some- 
other  inhabitant.    There  was  no  direct  evidence,  how* 
e?er,  of  its  baying  been  at  any  time  inhabited ;  and  H 
was  luerdy  a  report  which  stated  that  the  French  some* 
limea  ciftne  there*  when  they  were  employed  in  the  turtle 
fishery.     On  this  evidence  be  thought   no  prosecution 
could  be  ordered ;  but  still  be  thought  that  other  mU 
noBscs  ought  i4  b«  examtned,  and  particularly  Lieutenant 
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Maul^  'and  Mn  Winsor.     Thie  richt  honourable,  j^enlle* 
man  appeared  to  consider  (hat:  the  conduct  of  Sir.  A. 
Cochrane  was  extenuated  bj  htr  believing  lliat  the  man 
bad  got  to  America.     He  ought  not,  however^  to  have^ 
been  safisfied  ivith  thi3  aceouot,  ivhich  tvas  oniy-a  hear*' 
i^y  of  a  hearsay.     It  appeared  to  him^  thai  cveo  now  it 
irast|ie  duty  .01  the  admiralty  to  order  a  niore  atrict  and 
diligent  search  of  the  island,  for  tlic  body  of  this  sailor. 
h  had  been  stated  by  the  hpnoarable  baronet,  and  de* 
aerVed.  to  be  stated  over  and.  over  again^  that  this  search 
iras  ordered  to  be  madcbyCapt.  lioke  himself  and  those 
(dDoers  who  bad-  assisted  in  carrying  into  execution  his 
iDoiBt  inhuman  ,orders.    The  fight  honourable  geutlcmaa 
fMr.  Peroeval)  had  stated  it.  as  a  dreadful  case,  sup|ios<» 
log  a  trial  was  ordered,  and  an  licquittal  ol^tained  on'th^ 
im[>erfect  evidence  which  is  now  possessed,  and  after* 
wards  proofs  should  .appear, /of  the  murder  having  been 
completed,  and  the  man  being  dead.    lie  should. put 
anotlier  case,  and  ^ak,  how  much  more  sliocking  would 
it  be,  if,  uppn  such  evidence,  Captain  Lake  should.bo 
convicted.,  and  that,  it  should  afterwards  tiirnout  thai  the 
ni0n  8«ippose(l  to  be  mtinier -d  >iaastitl  alive!  jfle  thougbl 
it  better  ti^at  ten  thouscind  guilty  aboiUd  escape  than  od0 
innocent. man  huffer.-    Thfe  boiMse. (should,  boi^evcr, steec 
clear  of.  the  proijubUity  of  ci|b<{r  of  those  .caiies  occur- 
ring.  .  If  upon  more  accurate  search, ,  the  remains  of  this 
man.  should  be  found  o^ii  .the  Is^und,  of  Sombrero,  then  as 
^  grand. jujor  he  \v,ouid  find   a  .true  bill.     He  saw  no 
rqasoD  vahy  the  house  should  not  address  the  king  to  di« 
reel  the  oiBcers  on  those  stAtioms  to  make  the  mo^t  accu* 
rate.searcli  for  his  remains, .  and  also  use  all  means  to  as* 
certain^ v^hether  he  be  alive  or  not.     This  inquiry  would 
be  rnost  interesting  to  ihe  family  of  Captain  Lake,  to  the 
country,  and  to  the  cause  of  humanity.     If  he  should^ 
found  10  be  alive,  the  house  would  be  relieved  from. that 
horror  .^hich  .they  must  now  feel  whenever  the  subject  i^ 
n^cntioned.     lie  would  beg  leave  to  9U^gM  to  the. ho* 
Bourable  baronet  whether  an  address  to  his  majesty  would 
not,  for  the  reasons  he  had  stated,  be  prefen^le  to  a  comr  , 
mittce  of  the  house,  who  could  not'  at  present  recommend 
any  other  trial.    lie  believed  it  would  be  agreed,  qnaU- 
sides  of  the  house,  that  a  case  of  more  horrible  crueltjr 
could ^  hardly  be  conceived.     He  had  heard  tha^t  sailors 
often  gud  the  apprQUch  of  night  dreadful  when  theif  ship 
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is  sailiiu;  alone  (Iirough  unknown  seas,  but  what  roust 
.have  been  the  feelings  of  ibis  unfortunate  man,  when,  on 
the  approach  of  night,  he  was  left  without  provisions  or 
"without  cloath's  alone  on  a  dcsohite  island  ?     What  must 
have  been  his  emotions  wlhen  he  saw  the  boat,  which  hs\.d 
put  him  upon  the  shore,  push  back  again,  without  him^ 
to  the  ship,  and.  when  he  saw  the  ship,  sailing  away,  and 
leaving  him  a  prey  to  whatever  innagination  can  conceive 
jmbst  lH}rrible?     It  required  no  coTouring  to  make  such  a 
case  as  this  most  impressive.     Whoever  could  conceive 
iwhat  must  iiavc  been  the  feeling  of  the  sailor  who  was 
8o  desbrteil  and  exposed,  must  justly  appreciate  the  ex- 
tent of  that  cruelty  in  which  those  savage  orders  ori- 
ginated. 

iMr,  Stephen  dcclaretl,  that  until  he  had  that  night 
,taken  his  place  in  the  house,  he  was  wholly  ignorant  of 
the  particular  merits  of  this  transaction.    The  papers  had 
been  upon  his  tabic,  but  from  the  multiplicity  of  profes- 
sional avocations  he  was  unable  to  peruse  them.     It  was 
therefore  to  be  understood  that  he  did  not  giv^  any  de- 
cided opinion  upon    the    evidence  produced  upon  the 
court-martial  of  the  oificers  ^hose  conduct  was  then  under 
'  their  oonsideration.     He  had  only  id  statp  to  the  house  a 
fact  which  it  could  »not  be  supposed  to  be  so  well  ac- 
quainted with'  as  he  was  from  peculiar  circumstances,  he 
meant  the  gec^raphical  situation  of  the  island  of  Som« 
brerb.     He  bad  sailed  close  to  it,  and  from  the  glance  he 
had  of  it,  he.  could  lake  upon  himself  to  assure  the  house 
that  it  was  uninhabited,  and  that  it  was  impossible  that 
any  individual  cast,  upon  it  could  there  find  the  means 
t>f  8uteist«nce.     With  the  knowledge  that  he  lad  of  its 
desolate  situation,  he  declared,  that  he  could  have  no 
hesitation,  were 'be  a 'grand  juror,  in  finding  a  true  bill 
against  the  person  who  would  wantonly  devote  a  fellow* 
heing  to  such  a  fate,  as  must  almost  eventually  follow^ 
from  being  thrown  upon  such  desolation;  and  he  would 
eofurthef,  that  if  soAie  strong  evidence  was  not  adduced 
in  the  defence,  he  would  not  hesitate,  were  he  a  petty 
juror  imoTi  the  trial  of  such  an  oflvnder,  to  bring  in  a  ver* 
diet  ofmtirder.     He  could  assimilate  such  tin  offence  to 
liothtng  mpre  c^cnlated  to  afford  a  just  view  of  the  cttse 
than  to  throw  unobserverl  an  indiviunal  into  one  of  the 
deepe&t  coals-pits  in  Yorfcsllire.    Sombrero  was  a  bleak, 
sandy  island,  not  perhaps  more  than  twice  or  thrice  a 


year  tiafted  b^  bitiMiii^ttfpfly  as  the  only  object  (bat  in* 
duoe  penons  (o  f^o  llnre  was  to  take  the  eggs  of  sea^fewla^ 
ivbich  liere  deporited  iti  immben-^a  circtmistance  not 
very  \ikr\y  io  induce  fieqaent  viatts.  Indeed^  tvitfaoot  a 
tniraculous  tnterpotf  fkm  in  bb  favmir,  he  did  not  aee  how 
any  iadivtdaal  ooold  escape  from  it.  With  sacb  an  iiii« 
liression,  he  sboiild  sqppdrt  any  Yoture  inqniry  into  suoh 
an  un^fortunatebuisertotts  subject*  * 

Lord  ^Folkesimie  agreed- mth  the  suggestion  of  Mn 
Whitbread  for  an  address  to  bis  majesty,  to  order  a  morii 
accnrate  search.  He  was  ^ad  to  find  that  the  adrntralty 
had  done  its  doty  in  ordering  the  coart*martiaI ;  but  with 
red))eot  toSar  Alexander  Cochrane,  be  thought  that  his  con- 
duct at  least  demanded  an  inquiry.  TherQ  was  Another 
chrcumfttanob  ^hicih  he  Ibonght  should  also  be  attended 
io.  There  must  -be  an  arrear  of  wages  due  k>  tliis  man"^ 
if  be  was  living,  (as  he  did  not  des(^  the  abip),  and  in 
that  case  care  should  be  taken  that  he  should  have  it :  if 
not,  it  should  be  given  io  his  ie(atives« 

Mr.  L^ileion  considered,  that  althot^h  ft  was  a^^reat 
aggravatioo  of  the  offence  to  tatn  a  sailor  on  ah  island 
which  was  uninhabited,  yet  he  conceir^  it  would  be  an 
enormous  ofience  to  have  tamed  the  sailor  out  on  a  strange 
isbnd,  even  \i  it  had  been  inhabfted.  He  thought  that 
some  bill  might  be  brought  in  t*  make  such  an  oifence  in 
future  a -capital  offence  oognixable'by  a  naval  court  martial. 

Mr*  Croker  said,  that  Ifieutenant  Manle  could  not  be 
examined,  as  he  had  gone  to  the  East  Indies,  and  the  ac|U 
vniralty  did  not  think  advisable  to  delay  the  conrt«»iliartial 
till  his  return,  which  could  ^not  be  expected  in  less  than  a 
year.  Mr.  Winsor  had  net  come  to  the  ship  untU  a  yrjvr. 
ailer  this  transaction. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said  he  meant  not  to  -oxcose  or  Io  endea« 
Toor  to  palliate  the  conduct  of  Captain  Lake;  yet  he  was 
not  afraid  to  say  a  few  words  by  way  of  extenuation,  ont  of 
regard  to  an  afHicted  and  respectable  family,  who  had  been 
deejply  wounded  by  what  had  already  tstken  place  on  the 
subject.  He  thought  the  house  oright  Io  ask  themselves 
the  question — Do  we  in  Cfur  consciences '  brilcvc  that  Cap* 
tain  Lake  knew  the  iriand  was  nntnhabited  f  As  for  liis 
own  (Mrt,  he  Inertly  believed  he  did  not;  and  hewosns* 
tonisbed  at  the  dcidaration  af  an  honourable  and  learned 
gontfeman  opposite  (Mr.  Stephen)  for  whose  sentiments  he 
bad  gelieml^y  felt  a  respect,  atid  pattiCtflarlj  ibr  ^ome 
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-which  he  had  InitAydelWeved'^C Alluding^  tee  idteze^  to  his 
speech  on  the  conduct  of  the  Benchers  of  U/tcoi.f^S''Inn)y 
V'hereby  hchad  assured  ihehoDse,  that  he  had  sailed  very 
near  id  the  island/  and  from  the.  mere  look  of  it,  if  be  were 
^n  a  ^raiid  jury,  lie  would  fjnd  a  bill,  and  if  on  a  pH(y  jury, 
wonUI  j^ive  awerdict'uf  guiiiy  ac^nuist  Captain  Lake^  on 
an  indictment  for  luurclen  Such  a  doctrine  .was  almost  as 
bad  as  any  thing  Captain  Lake  had  done,  and  was  what  he 
could  noi|)avi^sup(H)scd  .would  iiaye  fallen  from  that  learn* 
ed  g:(»n(lcman.  \Uf  hon^o.oiii^ht,  however,  seriously  to 
consider  whether  Capt;nn  Lake  kjicw  it  to  be  desolate. 
Did  he  (Mr.  Slier idan)  thijtk  him  capable  of  &u<jli  an  a<v 
tion,  be  ^houid\s!irink  v«itb  horror  from  saying  a  word  ia 
bis  l^ehitlf ;  Imt  Ke  had  .some  in  formal  ion  in  his  hand  which 
had  been  collected  by  th&  friends. of  Ca[)laio  Lake,  which 
induced  him  to  believe  !b<it  he  did  pot  know  it  wag  unin* 
habited.  It  npprartxi  hjr  (his  tha^many  of  thc'ofHcers  of 
the  ship  did  not  think  it.uninhabi^^cd,  if  thej'  had,  he  (Mr. 
Shcrid(in)  verily  beliwed  neither  thry  nor  the  seamen 
woald  have  obcrfd  Captain  Lako's  orders  to  leave  him 
there.  He  wns  glad  t(>«licar  (he  right  honourable  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  say,  V  this  charge  shoul^  not  be 
lightly  passed  over  ;*'  it  ccrluinly  ought  not  to  be  passed  over 
lightly,  and  Qvery  nteans  jshouUI  be  used  to  ascertain  the 
truth  as  to  the  man's  bavin;?  been  taken  to  America.  He 
knew  that  every  possible.excrtion  had  been  made,  and  was 
making,  by  the  affljcted  and  rcs|>ectable  family  of  Capt. 
Lake,  to  ascertain  whether  he  had  been  taken  off  by  an 
American  vessel,  and  if  he  wasRlill  living  *,  and  he  doubted 
not  but  intelligence  wouki,  by  one  means  or  other,  be  ob- 
tained to  clear  up  tliese  facts.  He  dklnot  mean  to  utter  a 
word  tl^cit  might  convey  the  most  distant  idea  that  he 
meant  to  justify  or  excuse  ilic  Icavinsra  British  seiunan  on 
any  island  ;  but  though  he  had  the.  highest  respect  for  the 
officers  of  the  Briiish  navy,  he  l)el!eved  it  was  not  without 
a  precedent,  that  vere  there  had  been  a  refractory  subject 
on  board  some  of  his  mHJesly's  ships,  there  luive  i)ecn  cap- 
tains who  left  a  m;in  on.nn  islandjhat  was  inhabited.  He 
vras,  however^  of  opinion  that  further  inquiry  should  be 
made  into  the  business,  and  thought  the  repoit  of  the?  corn* 
mittee  would  be.  the  he:it  way  ;  he  thought  they  should 
at  tlie  same  timeexajnine  tutu  aH()  report  on  the  conduct 
of  Admiral  Cochrane,  who  certainly  could  never  hay^  ima- 
gined Ca|>tain  Liiki*.  capable. of  scittius:  a  man  09  (^ore,  and 
•  Voi;.  U.— J810.  Tt^ 
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leaying  bim  on  a  detobite  island.  This  atlst  haye  beM 
the  admiraTs  opinibn,  or  he  would  have  bioiiRht  Gaptaui- 
Lake  to  an  immediate  coart-mattial  in  the  Weift  indies^ 
He  thought  the  investigation  bj  a  commitlee  would  be 
more  satisfiictory  to  an  afflicted  and  mpeeCable  firarily^  to 
the  officers  and  ship's  ciew ;  more  for  the  oredit  of  dapl* 
LAe  himself,  inore  for  the  credit  and  chsfMster  ^f  the 
bouse  of  commons,  and  more  sati^fiielorjr  to  the  public  ai 
lai^  than  any  other,  and  sbooM,  therefore^  support  the 
motfoff  of  the  worthy  baronet* 

Admifol  Hatioi  said  he  could  not  but  rtproMe  the 
oondttct  of  Caplam  Lake,  at  the  same  time,  justice  and 
hnriianity  required  him  to  state  to  the  house  that  die 
Ishind  of  Somorerowasa  rock,  and  that  water  most  lodge,: 
and  be  found  in  many  of  the  cavities  %  also  that  the  eggs  of 
binis,  were  to  be  had  in  such  abundance,  that  no  hUHi 
need  to  parish  for  wantof  food  and  water. 

Capiain  Biresfori  disclaimed  aH  ideu  of  excusing  the 
conduct  of  Capiain  Lake,  whom  ho  didnot  even  know^ 
but  he  thought  it  his  dutv  to  state  to  tiie  house  that  he 
had  been  stationed  off  the  island  of  Sombrero  throe  years, 
and  had  been  near  it  for  Seven  years,  and  he  thought  it 
kardly  possible  for  a  man  io  -  remairi  theie  twenty^four 
hours.  If  he  waved  his  hat  every  morning  he  must  be 
observed.  /  He  did  not  know  whethev  the  island  was  ac« 
tuaHy  inhabiteci,  bst  it  was  daily  resorted  to  byfshermen. 

The  Attorney  GenemI  said  he  did  not  think  ibeie  waa 
any  occasion  for  inquiry  by  either  of  the  modes  proposed* 

Mr*  Cwrweh  said,  he  could  not  agiee  with  tne  honour* ^ 
able  and  learned  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down.  He 
professed  the  »eatedt  respect  for  the  opinions  of  the  twa 
honouKabte  oflkeiB  who  had  so*  lately  spoken,  as  to  the 
nature  aud  situation  of  the  ishind ;  but  if  he  was  a  jury^*- 
man,  be  should  on  the  evidence  he  had  read,  as  given  at 
the  court-martial,  to  be  apt  to  hnd  Captain  Lake  gutHy  of 
murder.  It  was  no  excuse  that  he  thought  the  island  in* 
habited  \  he  ou^rht  to  have  known  it. 
,  hord  Cochrane  spoke  from  under  the  gallery^  but  in  so 
low  a  tone  of  voice  that  we  could  not  distinctly  iiear  him; 
as  far  as  We  could  coHect  a  few  words  now  aUd  tben,  ho 
seemed  io  tivgnt  that  Sir  A.  Cochrane,  in  not  bringing 
Capiain  Lake  to  a  court-martial  in  the  West  Indies,  had 
been  guided  by  a  too  great  leniency  of  temper,  which  was 
his  known  Character : 'but  tbathe  had  senthim  home  to  he 
tried,  where  he  was  surp  justice  would  be  done*    He  had 


rnkdonbt  but  vlieii.tb9  matter  c«Qie  to  h^  inquired  into  by 
a  Gommitleey  the  character  of  Sir  A»  Cochr«ine  wpuid  w^ 
pear  in  the  foimt  Ugbt^  auid  tbeivholf  w<^d|VpaL4  be 
coavliicod  by  the  report.,  that  be  jied  cooda(;ti;ci|  luquielf 
ati  jbecaibe  m  ndsura}  of  the  British  oa vy ^    .  /  ^  ^ 

Mrf  CffKumg  said».  he  alw^iys  had  ttiukr9<M!3  tl^at  wben 
a  matt  was  tried  for  an  ofieace  by  a  court  cpmpeteat  tp  t^ 
hioiy  aad  heid  received  the  aeatcnce  of  that  courii  tli^  lbip.<Y 
Hoess  was  done  with,  and  there  was  no  light  t^r  inquiry 
further ;  but  this  case  seemed  tp  bijo^  to  be  diiffereiit ;  the 
whole  had  not  been  before  the  court.  jKe  t^oiighf^  there- 
Ibte,  the  house  ought  k>  go  into  a  furthqr  ii>qu|ry,  thdifgh 
he  would  piefer  the  mode  by  address  to  t]\at  of  a  com* 
mittee ;  and  as  it  would  be  of  the  highest  consequence 
tint  tbt  house  should  appoir  unanimous  qb  the  sutyect,  he 
hoped  the  honopiabile  b|iiofiet  would  have  no  objcctiuii  to 
Hwwhte  motion  ia  f^imir  of. en  address  to  the  crown,  Uiat 
|ill  ucassaiQr  staps^might  be  takea to  clear  up  and  ascertain 
shetheft  the  isbind  was,  pr  wa^  wt  iuhfbited-r whether  it 
waspern^aneutlyinhaitiited,  or  only  partiallv  resorted  to . 
by  whertnep  or  othecs ;  and  whether  Jefiery  biid  actually 
perished  then^  or  wai^  now  aIiKe« 

'Sir F.  Buriettf  aDec nati^iqg  one  or  ^wo observations 
that  had  fkUen  froai4i#!^reut  geatlemeA,  sMd,  the  hanour 
of  the  fciag  waacon^eraed,  \n  demanding  an  account  of 
4he  liie  of  one  of  his  subjecsls,  Captain  Lake  bad  committed 
an  atrocioys  act,  by  leaving  a^  seaman  of  9  British  ship  of 
:war  to  perish,  for  aught  he  knew,  pn  an  island,  for  which 
he  ought  to  be  followed  up  and  punish^  further  than  by 
«  court-martiaL 

JIfr.  Whiihread  said,  that  in  consequence  of  what,  bf 
hoi  mentioned  in  his  first  speech  relative  to  an  addrfss^  he 
Jmd  drawn  up  one,  which,  if  his  honourable  friend  bad 
agreed'  to  withdraw  his  motion,  he  would  b^  le^ve  to  read 
io  the  house,  which  he  did,  to  the  following  efipct  :*^ 
^'  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  liis  migesty, 
that  he  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  immediate  directioufi 
that  a  minute  and  accurate  seosph  be  made  forthwith,  on 
4he  island  of  Sombrero,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if 
any  tcacefr^^OA  be  fo^nd  of  Robert  Jcffcry,  a  seaman  ofui§ 
inajesty^s  ship  Recruit,  left  on  (he said  idfind  by  the  hoii' 
Wsurwidi:  Lake»  Ute  coptmander  of  the  said  ship,  cpntr.ary 
io  eiwy  principle  of  daty,  and  in  vidJation  of  ev/^ry  dia- 
tote  of  bunauity ;  ^  that  two  comi^siooprs  b^  ap- 
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pointed  to  go  to  the  said  island    and    tnat.e   tlie  saki 
search." 

The  mf^tion  having  Ven  handed  to  the  chair, 
Jl/r.  TVhii&readhhservcd^  that  aii  hpnonmblc  and  learned 
gcntlemaii  had  described  the  island  of  Sombrero  as  a  low 
8an()y.  ifland^  in  .^vhich  there  was  neither  food  nor  water  ; 
and  since  be  sat  down,  two  hononrnblc  officers,  well  ar>« 
quainted  with  it,  bad  mentioned  it  as  a  rock,  in  whioh 
there  were  many  cavHics  thai  ^\cre  filled  with  water  when 
the  rain  fell ;  and  (hat  there  were  also  many  birds'  rg^, 

Mr*  Stephen  replied  with 'some  warmth  to  the  observa- 
tiotis  of  Mr.  Whitbread.  He  repeated  tbat^he  had  seen 
the  iJ[and,  and  ihat  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  low-and 
sandy.  He  had  itoC  made  the  unqualified  statement  at^ri« 
buted  to  him  by  the  honourable  geiUleroan.  He  liari 
merely  spoke  of  the  weigrht  of  stron!;^  pref^nmptions 
amounting  to  irresistible  eyidence  in  certain  and  extra* 
ordinary,  cases.  He  put  the  case  of  a  sniior  being*  Id 
down  from  his  ship  when  at  sea^  and  abandoned  to  the 
chance  of  a  hen-coop ;  that  hen-coop  might  float  till  li 
passing  ship  took  up  the  man ;  but  what  was  the  prestmip* 
tion  as  to  the  motive  ot  the  act,  and  as  to  its  probable  m« 
sub.  He  had  been  in  the  neis^hboiirhood  of  the  island  of 
8ombn*ro  for  11  years,  and  he  never  had  heard  of  Som- 
brero being  an  inhaUted  island.  He  anima<Werted  upon 
the  unwarrantable  harshness  with  which  f he  hononmble 
gentleman  bad  commented  upon  hirn,  as  if  he  would  insi# 
nuate  that  his  evidence  was  false  ;  and  %vas  (proceeding  in 
terms  of  warmth,  when  the  Speaker  inter]>osed — and 

jl/r.  Whiibread  said,  lie  did  not  mean  to  question  bis  "9^* 
racity  ;  but  as  the  honourable  gentleman  lind  taken  up  the 
matter  so  warmly,  and  accused  him  (Sb.  Whiibread)  of 
tearing  him  (Mr,  Stephen)  to  pieces,  he  could  only  say, 
that  if  there  was  any  tearing  to  pieces  in  the  case,  thr  hio* 
nourableand  learned  gentleman  had  completely  cbmmitlcd 
the  act  on  himself,  by  the  violence  wi:h  which  be  had 
made  his  attack.  '       * 

SirC.  Hamilton  said",  every  otficer  in  the  service  munt 
be  ashamed  of  Captain  Lake ;  but  confirmed  what  had 
fallen  from  Admiral  Harvey,  that  a  man  might  sobstst 
himself 'on  shell-fis»h  and  eggs. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  said,  that  if  Mr.  Whitbread  did 
not  agree  to  htrike  out  the  latter  part,  moved  as  an  amend** 
nieat  oj  his  right  hoo«  friend,  he  would  diTii^tbe  houi0^« 
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Mr.  Whitbfvad'acconlin^y  acrvfcd^  and  4bft  vmAsrcr 
Wive  to  the  commissionrrs  M'ere  struck  oul^  after  ivhicli 
Ibc  motioa  passed  item,  con*  \ 

'  Mr.  Whitbread  (hen  mpred  a  second  uddress  io  his 
majest J,  ^^  That  h^  will  please  to  ^ive  direclioiis  (hftl  a 
search  be  made  in  all  his  raajestT^s  settlements -ftbroed, 
and  in  bis  majesty's  fleets',  aad  also  in  ali  ^et|;n  <Joai^ 
tries  where  his  majesty  has  influence,  to  nscerlain  whether 
the  tmid  llobert  Jeffery  be  still  alive/'  which  beina^  read 
from  the  chair,  ^  "'  '      '    * 

Mr.  Troket  was  apprehensive  that,  ihonfffr  his  maj^^sfj 
could  diirect  search  to  be  made. in  his  own  dominions,  and 
in  the  British  military  and  commercial  navy,  yet  it  would 
not  be  equaHy  in  his  power  to  direct  inquiry' to  be  made 
in  -fatei^ta  countries. 

Mr.  Wbitbread,  as  a  proof  that  siich  an  Inquiry  could 
be  carried  on  with  cfiect,  adverted  to  the  persev^ing  arid 
Bucces^nl  search  made  some  time  since  for  three  men, 
throu^out  the  British  navy,  by  an  fanmble  individual 
(Mr.  Clarkson). 

After  a  short  convemationj  in  which  s^verftl  dtlier  menf- 
bere  took  a  part,  the  motion  was  agreed  to  nemfne  contrdr^ 

JIfr.  W/Mread  then  said,  thSt,  as  ft  must  be  safisfiii- 
tory  to  Admiral  Cochrance  to  have  it  shewn  to  that  housb  ' 
asd  the  world  that  hi^  conduct  an  thi«  occasion  was  free 
from  blame,  he  felt  it  necessary  to^ove,  ^*  <halnn  hum- 
ble address  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  that  he  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  direct  that  aa  inquiry  be'  iriRHtut^fi 
info  the  conduct  of  Vicc-Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane, 
touchin^r  the  representation  made  to  him  respecting  the 
landing  from  the  Decrurt,  Captain  Lake,  and  leaviii£r  be« 
hind,  on  the  island  of  ^^mbrero,  in  the  West  Indies,  ti 
man  named  Robert  Jeffery,  in  the  month  of  December, 
1807. 

* '  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exclicquer  thought,  that  if  the 
object  of  the  honourable  gentleman  was  to  hare  Sir  Alex- 
ander Cochrane  brought  to  a  court-martial,  it  woul^'  fc 
io^carry  the  feelings  of  the  house  to  an  extravagant  iWigth, 
and  therefore  ho*^>ed  thai  the  honoarabie  t^ehiber- would 
withdraw  his  motion. 

•After  a  very  short  conversation  upon  ihh  pryint,  the 
motion  was  withdrawn,  and 
'    Mr.  Whitbread  rose  to  ixiore,  <*  that  there  be  laid  be- 
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HwB  the  liMiie  ccpies  or  extraete  'of  M  coumiiwImilidM^ 
togelheririUitbe  date  of  iheldAcm  which  pa^edlielwMi 
'  Ike  lords  eommissionerB  of  theadmimlty,  or  tbo  first  lord 
of  the  adroiraltj,  and  yice-Adnirai  Sir  AlojramJkr  Odette 
yaw^  tooohhig  the  latidihg  from  the  Ilecrifif,.€!a|Um 
Lake^  a  saihir  mmed  Robert  JeflRny,  on  the  wlaat  ^ 
8o«bff«f»,  Ml  the  Weit  Indica/' 

RBYBR8I0N  GRAKT  f  aCTBlTtlON  BItL.        '    ''     ' 

On  the  motion  of  Mr»  fiaiikes,  the  hou^c  resolved  jii^ 

into  a  4ximaiHtee.oa  the  rever&iaa  hiR^  Mr.  0.  iGrid4jr  im 

the  choir,  -     i. 

The  Chaneellor  of  the  Ejcchtqucr  took  Uie  earUr^t  op^ 

oortunUyoftttatingtothe  com  mittc^  the  aqeod  ineat  whi/^^ 

"'  be  meant  to  propose,  which  was  to  limit  ,U)e  djuraljb^.i^ 
the  bill  to  six  weeks  after  (he  comau$nceaic«t  of  the. j^t 
acssion  of  parliament.  Th^  iprouodupo^!  which  ^e^i^l^ 
milted  this  amendment  was,  th;U  from  whfi^t  they  werf  ,in 
possession  of  by  a  report  from  one  of  tjicir  own  cprnmil 
tees,  there  was  reason  to  think,  that  the  limited. bijl  wouI< 
pass,  whilst  the  bill  in  its  present  form  would  be  ofipo^ei 
in  another  place.  Under  this  impression,  he  £elt  it  tp  be' 
bis  dnty  to  propose  the  amendment,  limiting  the  duratioo 
of  the  hill  to  six  weeks,  after  the  oommepeement  of  the 
next  session  of  parliamentythptt^h,  if  the  committee  sliuuld 
not  be  inclined  \f^  adppt  it^  be  should  not  take  the  ^nse  ;of 
the  house  npon  it. 

Mr.  Bankes  rrptted,  that  the  bouse  had  sliewn  its  pre^ 
^  ference  for  the  bill  as  it  then  stood,  and  if  it  was  to  adopt 
the  amendment  of  the  right  hooonrab)e  gentleman,  it  mu^it 
he  from  necessity,  not  clioice.  His  right  honourable 
friend  vkaslioond  to  shew  what  incoiivenience  could  result 
frpm  passing  the  bill  in  its  present  form'^  Every  honour- 
able member  must  be  aware  that  the  bill  was  in  a  shape  in 
which  it  might  be  r^ularly  entertained  by  either .hf>Qse, 
notwithstanding  any  thing  that  passed  in  another  place, 
especially  as  several  of ihe  objections  fell  by  individuals  io 
that  other  phice  liod  been  rAnoyed.  He  cal!ed  upon  the 
committee,  therefore,  to  vote  for  the  bill  in  its  present  nv- 
ther  than  a  more  limited  shape.  There  was  ample  time, 
if  this  bill  should  not  succeed,  \o  bring  in  before  the  end 
0^  the  tessimi  a  limited  bill,  or  io  proceed  *as  he  had  he^ 

/  ibre  recommended,  by  an  address  to  his  majastv. 

The  amendment  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  waa 
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aegaiiit'ed  withoilt  ft  dlylftfdQ,  tifter  VvMc;li  tMt)(ber  blaiiW 

neie  filted  up,  and  the  Jteute  baviii^  mtmeAf  tlie«faporil 

'  iHm  iHPdered  to  be  receiiwd  the  imt  day • 

.  'The  house  Iben  went  into  a  connnittee  tm  the  thivd  repots 

of  the  oomiiiUtfle  ob  th«  puhUc  expefiditore*  *  *.;. 

Mr.  Mania  contented  mnsclf  with  moving  f be  firstub-^ 
ftolittion^  reservtf^  ar^^tbiiig.  be  Aould  bave<(o  «Ry  (dbfad 
-should  Icnow  the  course  proposed  by  the  faoMuraUe^fvi^ 
tleman  (Mr.  Vankcs).  ^         ^ 

Mr.  BanJcesAhen  stated,  that  in  franiing  the  resolutions 
he  meant  to  propose,  ht  had  adoptetl  the  tankage  cif  the 
honovnraMe  gentleman's  amended  resolutions  of  last  year, 
as  far  as  could  be  done  without  a  sacrifice  of  principle. 
If  any  gentleman  should  object  to  the  other  parts  of  his 
^ie&olutions,  it  would  be  comoetetit  to  him  to  nidre  any 
amendment  that  would  meet  nis  wishes ;  bnt  he  felt  thai 
his  principle,  respecting  the  abolition  of  sinecure  places, 
ought  in  tne  first  instance  to  be  adopted,  at  a  time  whetf 
such  just  odium  attached  to  offices  of  ttfnt  dcflcriptton.  He 
should  therefore  move  an  amerrdmeni  to  the  second  reso» 
Itttion,  to  the  ^iTect  that,  after  the  expiration  of  the  pie-^' 
sent  bdlders,  all  offices  without  employment  shall  be  abo^^ 
Hshed,  and  all  others  vednced  in  their  emoluments,  ii> 
proportion  to  the  duties  performed. 

Mr.  Long  agteed  with  thie  honourable  gentleman  inT 
some  points,  though  he  diflered-fiom  him  in  many  otheri 
upon  the  subject  to  which  hi^  amendment  referred. 

The  discussion  continue  for  a  copsiderable  time,  wheik 
a  thotion  of  adjoumnient  xvas  nitide,'and  the  house  divl^fed,, 

Ayes  ST Noe^  68 

The  discussion  was  again  resumed,  and  after  some  time 
spent  fherria,  it  was  again  moved,  (hat  the  committei^^ 
should  adjourn.  Strangers  were  ordered  to  withdraw,  bul 
no  division  tt>o1c  place.  We  understand  it  was  hgtwS 
that  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolutions  sfaould^ 
take  place  on  Friday.— *— Adjourned.  •' 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  .     ., 

THUfiSDAY,    APUIl4.  .»  .  .      - 

CAMPAIGN  IN  SPAII^f. 

The  MarquiB  of  Lnn^lowne  said,  he  bad  infeJ^l^\  to. 
have  asked  a  (}uc»tion  of  a  noble  luarqiiis,  otic  of  his  mi^ 
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jesty's  roinUters^  but  not  seeing  the  noble  marquis  in.  h{» 
place,  he  gave  notice  Oiai  he  should  the  next  day  put  a 
question  respecting  the  papers  relative  to  (he  campaign  in 
Spain,  and  then  fix  a  day  for  the  discussion  of  that  cam* 
l)aign. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

TUUilSDAY,   APRIL  4. 
ASSESSED   TAXES. 

The  ChanceUoT  of  the  Exchequer  adverting  to  a  notice 
Tvfore  the  house  from  an  honourable  member  (Mr.  C. 
DundasJ,  for  a  motion  relative  to  the  collection  bf  the 
asse^ed  'taxes ;  expressed  a  wish  tliat  that  honourable 
member  Would  have  the  goodness  io  postpone  the  motion 
until  after  the  recess^  as  the  subject  ^vas  under  the  serious 
consideration  of  the  treasury,  in  consequence  of  conir 
plaints  from  various  quarters.  He  assured  the  honour- 
able member  that  ty^ry  suggestion  shouhl  Ix;  attended  to 
that  could  (end  to  promote  the  object  desired,  that  with  that 
view  he  proposed  to  recommend  a  measure  of  regulation 
-which,  he  hoped,  would  serve  to  obviate  the  evils  com-< 
plained  of. 

Mr.  C«  Dundas  stated  that  he  b&d  no  other  mo(ive  iii 
bringing  forward  this  business  tlian  a  desire  to  relieve  the 
people  from  oppression,  expressed  his  readiness  to  con* 
lign  it  to  those  who  had  more  ability  to  adnoiiiister  thai 
relief.  lie  was,  indeed,  happy  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  who  was  so  capable  of  giving  effect  to  any  ar* 
rangeroent  upon  this  subject,  had  manifested  an  intention 
to  follow  it  up— and  he  assured  him,  that  any  materials  be 
had  collected  should  be  promptly  at  his  devotion*  There 
ivere  points  which  he  bogged  particularly  to  recommend 
to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  consideration— one 
wifh  regard  to  the  interrogation  of  men  upon  aath  to  crU 
xninate  themselves,  peculiarly  demanded  revision;  and 
there  was  another  point  whicli  appeared  to  call  fur  in- 
quiry. Upon  the  latter  point,  a  circumstance  had  come 
to  \m  knowledge^  of  wliich^  probably,  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  not  heard. — Some  commissioners  of 
the  land-tax,  from  the  county  of  Hereford,  were  lately 
obliged  to  answer  a  suit  in  the  court  of  exchequer,  in  con- 
Bcquetice  of  the  pertbrmance  of  their  duty,     in  this  ^uit 
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they  in(2urred  an  expcnce  of  280/. ;  and  altliougli  tbe  yer- 
dict  was  in  their  fkVoar,  they  4^1^<^d  ^  tirail  (hefoselres 
of  it.  This  forbearance  Was,  no  donbt,  honourable  to  the 
individuals  concerned ;  but  he  submitted  to  the  house 
mrhef  tier  such  a  case  was  not  calculated  to  depress  the 
exertions  of  gentlemen  who  gave  theirservices  gratuitously 
in  s^ch  commissions  ?  and  whether  'it-  mi»  not  likely  to 
indispose  other  gentlemen,  not  so  public-spirited  and 
disinterested,  from  deciding  according  to  their  judgment^ 
least  they  should  be  ezposra  to  expense  and  trouble  ?  It 
was  obvious  that  the  recurrence  of  such  a  case  ought  to  be 
provided  against. 

Jkf$\  Shaw,  Jucfevre  urgently  pressed  upon  the  attention 
of  the  minister  the  conjectural  surcharges  lo  which  people 
were  subject  from  surveyors,  who,  in  fact,  often  knew 
sothins  of  the  persons  whom  they  surcharged,  but  pro- 
oeedecTupOn  «  speculation,  productive^  ite  most  cases,  of 
extreme  injustice  and  vexation^  particularly  in  the 
country. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  request  was  com^ 
plied  with,  v^d  the  notice  was  accordingly  withdrawn. 

Mr»  Calcraft  observiuj?,  upon  two  notices  which  he  had 
given  for  Friday,  one  rdative  to  the  neglect  of  the  ord« 
jaance  board  respecting  Mr.  Hunt's  security,  and  another 
with  regard  to  Mr.  Hunt  hiniself— -said,  that  he  under* 
stood  it  would  not  be  quite  regular  to  bring  forward '  both 
motions  upon  the  same  day.'  His  intention,  as  to  Mr* 
Hunt,  was,  after  a  discussion  of  the  papers  with  tespect 
to  his  misconduct,  to  mote  his  expulsion  a  Of  a  motion 
so  serious,  it  wa$  obviously  proper  to  give  the  Subject  of 
it  previous  notice ;  and  he  had  sought  him  ont  for  that 
purpose.  But  that  person  was  not  to  be  fbund.  He 
would,  however,  give  notice  of  his  motion  {Respecting  him 
for  to-morrow  se'nnight^  which  he  understood  to  be  a  faiH 
interval  upon  snch  an  occasion. 

After  a  few  words  from  tlie  Speaker ^ 

Mr.  Calcraft  gave  notice  of  a  motion  foi*  td-hiofi'ow 
se'nnight,  upon  the  subject  of  the  13th  ret)Ort  of  themili- 
tary  commission;  and  it  was  ordered,  upon  the  honour'* 
able  gentleman's  motion,  that  Mr.  Hunt  should  be  or* 
derea  to  attend  in  his  place  on  that  discussion. 

in  answer'to  a  question  from  Mr«  Brougham^  respect-^ 
Ing  an  order  of  the  bouse  for  the  prodilctioin  of  certain  re<* 
turns  relative  to  the  slave  trade,  Mr.  Perceval  anifwekedi 

VoL.lL— I8J0.  Utt 
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^    that  be  woald  endeavour  to  have  (he  returns  alluded  to 
laid  before  the  house  as  soon  as  possible. — ^Adjourned.  ' 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY^   AFRII4  5. 

Lord  Holland  slated,  for  the  atlention  of  the  noble  ba« 
ron  opposite  to  hii9  (Marquis  Wellesley)  that  he  under- 
stood a  letter  from  General  Victor  to  Joseph  Buonaparte, 
dated  on  the  94th  July  last,  had  been  intercepted  by  some 
of  oqr  troops,  and  must,  as  he  conceived,  nave  reached 
this  country  about  the  3d  or  4:th  of  August.  HeToUnd  no 
cop^  of  this  letter  amongst  the '  documents  on  Spanish 
affiiirs  laid  on  the  table,  and  thought  it  was  necessary  to 
be  laid  befiire  the  house. 

Marquis  fVeUesley  said,  if  there  was  any  such  letter 
and  thai  the  noblelord  would  move  for  it,  he  should  have 
BO  objection  to  its  being  produced^ 

Lord  Holland  said  he  had  no  means  of  wording  a  mo« 
tion  for  the  paper,  in  terms  of  official  description  ;  and 
hoped  there  wonld  be  no  objeetion  to  produce  the  letter, 
with  out  the  formality  of  a  motion. 

Lord  Liverpool  assented  to  th  is  suggestion*        ' 

INSTRUCTIONS   TO   MR*  FRERE. 

TIte  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  rose  and  stated,  that  in 
looking  over  the  documents  on  Spanish  affiiirs,  laid  on  the 
table  in  consequence  of  a  motion  upon  a  former  day,  he 
observed  no  copy  of  any  instructioiis  sent  to  Mr.  Frere, 
the  British  resident  in  Spain,  respecting  the  military  trans* 
actions  in  that  country,  by  his  majesty's  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs,  save  one,  dated  on  the  iSth  April,  1809. 
He  conceived  it  scarcely  possible  in  so  great  a  lapse  of 
time  as  from  th;it  date  until  the  August  follo.wing,  and 
while  some  of  the  most  important  military  operations 
were  going  on  in  Spain,  that  no  instructions  Arbatever 
should  have  been  forwarded  by  the  British  government 
to  their  ambassador ;  and  be  thought  that  0/  such  in- 
structions, whatever  they  were,  copies  or  extracts  should 
have  been  laid  before  the  house,  so  far  as  they  were  not 
improper  for  public  communication. 

Marquis  WeUesley  answered,  that  as .  far  as  he  could 
r.ecollect,  from  looking  over  the  Spanish  documents,  there 
were  no  instructions  of  any  importance  sent  to  Mr.  Frere 
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after  tbe  leiter  of  Mr.  Canning,  on  the  lHh  6(  April 
1809. 

Earl  Grey  coincided  in  tbe  obsor?Btioh  of  his  noblo 
friend  ;  and  thought  it  scarcely  possible,  that,  during  a 
period  of  such  length,  and  involving  so  many  important 
transactions,  tbe  British  resident  should  have  held  no  com- 
munication with  his  government,  nor  received  any  in« 
structions  for  the  guidance  of  his  conduct  upon  the  ob* 
jects  of  liis  mission  :  and  if  there  were  any  such  iostrnc<* 
tions  sent,  or  any  furth^  communicatipos  received,  it  was 
the  duty  of  bis  majesty's  ministers  to  lay  such  documents,. 
or  extracts  from  them,  before  the  house,  for  its«informa* 
tion,  preparatory  to  the  pending  discussion  on  that  sub« 
ject:  always  considering,  however,  that  it  was  for  his 
majesty's  ministers,  to  exercise  their  own  discretion,  in  se* 
lectiog  such  parts  only  as  it  would  not  be  impmper  to 
make  public,  consbtently  with  the  interests  of  this  country 
and  her  ally. 

Lord  Liverpool  seLiA,  that,  according  to  tbe  wording  of 
the  motion  on  this  subject,  such  papers  only  were  re^ 
quired  asrelatctd  to  military  transactions;  "and,  therefore, 
in  making  the  selection,  it  was  not  thought  necessary  Iq 
bring  forward  papers  not  of  a  military  nature,  and  which 
did  not,  therefore,  bear  upon  the  question. 

Earl  Grey  replied,  that  the  noble  secretary  was  per- 
fectly correct  in  stating  the  words  of  the  motion ;  but 
there  might  be  many  documents  which,  though  in  tlierp- 
selves  pot  strictly  of  a  military  nature,  yet  were  such,  as 
were  materially  connected  with  military  operations,  and 
therefore  inseparable  irotn  them  in  direct  tendency :  in* 
structionis  anu  communications,  4br  ifist^nce,  respecting 
the  state  of  the  Spanish  government,  and  the  persons 
placed  in  its  principal  departments,  and  whose  conduct 
and  characters  might  have  considerable  influence  in  the 
direction  of  militaiy  transactions. 

The  Marquis  of  tansdownegave  notice,  that  he  should, 
on  Tuesday  sc'nnight,  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
the  subject  of  the  papers  on  Spanish  .affairs  now  or\  the 
table;  and  he  moved,  that  the  lords  be  burnmonpd  Xk^  at- 
tend on  that  day. — Ordered. 

SCHBLDi;  EXPEDITION* 

Lord  Damlej/  rose,  and  wished  shortly  to  call  their  ' 
lordships'  attention  to  the^ubject  of  the  late  disastrous 
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expedition  to  the  Scheldt,  which  had  b«en  lately  discussed 
in  the  other  house  of  parliament.'  '  After  tlie  decision 
-which  that  house  had  come  to  upon  this  subject,  he  en*' 
tertained  no  Tery  strong  hopes  that  an  opposite  concln- 
sio|i  was  likely  to  be  formed  in  this.  Confident,  however, 
be  was,  that,  excepting  the  house  of  commons,  there  was 
iiopublicbody,or  other  set  of  men,  in  these  kingdoms, 
who  entertained  the  opinion  which  bad  been  expressed  by 
that  house.  He  thought,  however,  that  it  was  a  subject 
which  their  lordships  could  not  pass  over  in  silence  ;  and, 
little  as  he.  was  warranted  to  hopet)iata  majority  of  their 
lordships  would  coincide  with  him  on  the  subject,  still  he 
could  not  rest  satisfied- in  his  conscience  without  calling 
their  attention  to  it,  and  giving  those  noble  lords,  who 
thought  with  him,  an  opportunity  of  expressing  thei^ 
sentiments.  He  was  not  prepared  to  name  any  particular 
day  for  bringing  forward  any  motion,  but  if  no  other  noble 
lord  should  think  fit  to  take  it  Op,  he  should  himself  do  it 
on  an  early  day, 

FOREIGN  CORPS. 

Lord  King  rose  and  expressed  his  wish  for  some  expla« 
pation  of  a  material  diffisrence  betweeen  two  public  docu« 
mcnts  laid  before  parliament  in  the  present  session,  on  the 
subject  of  foreign  corps.  In  the  estimate  voted  by  the 
iiouse  of  commons,  the  number  of  men  appeared  to  be 
S5,900,  and  in  the  return  made  to  the  house  of  peers,  in 
consequence  of  his  own  motion,  the  number  was  stated  as 
above  31,000.  He  wished  to  know  bow  the  dilFerence 
could  be  explained,  or  whether  the  addition  arose  from 
the  troops  which  accompanied  the  Puke  of  Bsunswick  io 
this  country  ? 

Lord  Hawkesbury  said,  the  addition  arose  chiefly  from 
the  circumstance  last  alluded  to,  together  with  the  disas- 
ters which  had  lately  occurred  in  Germany,  in  conse* 
quenca  of  which,  numbers  of  soldiers  had  followed  the 
rortune  of  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  (o  this  country,  and 
had  entered  into  his  majesty's  service. 

Tl)c  flarl  of  Rosslyi^  was  at  some  loss  to  account  how 
that  coifps  called  the  Queen's  German  Legion  could  b^ 
numbered  under  the  head  of  foreign  corps.  They  were 
included  in  the  troops  of  the  British  line,  and  numbered 
*as  the  97th  regiment ;  and  he  could  say,  of  his  own  know- 
ledge, that  the  chief  strength  of  tho  regiment  consisted  of 
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Brilisb  8ubjec(»9  principally  recniited  by  volantcen  from 
the  Irish  militia  iu  1805,  when  the  regiment  was  in  Iro< 
land. 

Lord  Kin^gaye  notice  of  a  motian  on  the  subject  of 
for^gn  corps  on  Thursday  next,  dnd  moved  that  the 
lords  be  summoned  for  that  dny . 

t  The  noble  lord  also  moved  for  returns  of  all  the  foreign 
corpd  in  his  majesty's  service,  distinguishing  their  strength 
respectively. 

REVENUE  CRIMn<IATi  LAWS. 

Ijord  Grenville  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  a 
subject  which  he  conceived  highly  im|)ortant  to  the  juris;* 
prudence  of  the  country.  A  bill  had  been  sent  up  from 
the  other  house  of  parliament,  for  consolid;iting  into  one 
act  all  the  laws  against  smuggling,  and  other  frauds  opon 
the  revenue.  This  bill  also  included  and  confirmed  all  the 
capital  pnnishments  against  such  crimes.  He  had  ap* 
posed  the  bill  in  that  shape,  as  unfit  to  be  adopted,  witn« 
oat  the  opportunity  of  fully  considering  and  discussinc 
the  nature  of  the  crimes  thus  subjected  to  the  punishment 
of  death;  and,  therefore,  he  had  moved  that  a  separate 
bill  should  be  prepared  by  the  judges,  including  all  the 
crimes  against  which  former  acts  denounced  the  punish- 
nient  of  death.  That  bill  was  now  on  the  table.  It  had 
been  read  the  first  time,  and  described  no  less  than  seventy- 
fiye  crimes  against  revenue  luw,  subject  to  the  punishment 
of  death.  He  thought  it  ivhoUy  unfit  to  be  enacted,  a9 
inconsistent  with  the  merciful  spirit  of  British  legislation. 
Where  high  duties  upon  articles  of  consumption  were  im- 
posed, strong  temptation  was  giv^n  for  evading  those  du- 
ties, and  capital  punishments  shouTd  not  be  iniBicted 
where  not  absolutely  and  indispensably  necessarv  to  the 
due  collection  of  the  revenue.  What  he  should,  there- 
fore, wish  to  do,  was  to  move  for  the  present,  that  the 
bill  be  read  a  second  time  ;  and  then  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  who  should  be  instructed  to  inquire  in  what 
cases  it  was  actually  necessary  to  enact  capital  punish- 
ment, in  order  to  the  due  collection  of  the  revenue,  and 
that  the  committee  should  avail  themselves  of  all  the  in- 
fi>riliation  to  be  derived  from  the  solicitor  of  the  revenue, 
aild  such  other  persons  as  were  most  conversant  in  carry- 
ing the  revenue  laws  into  effect ;  and  to  make  such  amend- 
Qients  in  the  bill  as  they  should  think  necessary. 
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Lord  Liverpool  perfectly  coincided  in  the  proposition  of 
the  noble  lord,  and  thoaght  that  the  law  lords,  who  were 
members  of  that  house,  should  be  of  the  committee. 

Lord  Grenyille  moved  accordingly,   and  hb  motion 
passed  in  the  affirmative.— Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF   COMMONS, 

THURSDAY,  APRILS. 

PROPERTY  OyTY  ACTS. 

■•  • 

Mr.  Grenfell  rose  and  observed,  that  in  consequence  of 
a  late  occurrence,  in  which  himself  and  others  had  been 
personally  involved,  but  in  yhich  he  had  now  no  further 
interest  than  any  other  member  who  heard  him,  he  felt  it 
to  be  his  public  duty  to  give  notice,  that  he  should,  im- 
mediately after  the  Easter  recess,  submit  to  the  house  a 
motion  on  the  subject  of  the  vexatious  and  oppressive 
mode  in  which  the  property  duty  acts  are  now  earned  into 
'  execution.  He  begged  to  add,  that  he  should  most  readily 
abstain  altogether  from  troubling  the  house  with  any  mo« 
tion  of  his  upon  the  subject,  provided  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  opposite  to  hira  (the  phancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, with  whom  he  had  had  communications  upon 
the  subject)  should  think  proper  to  bring  forward  such 
legislaiivc  regulations,  with  reference  to  these  acts,  as( 
would  secure  the  public  from  that  oppression  and  vexation 
which  he  knew  practically  to  exist  at  the  present  mo« 
meht. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  professed  himself 
willing  to  adopt  any  improvement  that  might  render  the 
collection  of  the  tax  more  easy  and  advantageous  to  the 
public. 

General  Walpole  moved  to  have  the  observations  of  the 
surgeon-general  on  the  fourth  and  fifth  reports  of  the  com- 
missioners of  medical  inquiry,  signed  with  his  own  signa- 
ture ;  and  also,  that  a  letter  of  Surgeon  Keate^s,  dated  5th 
Ju*ly,  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Speaker  inquired  uhethe»  those  were  public  or  pri- 
vate documents  ? 

General  Walpole  not  being  certain  on  that  point  with- 
drew his  motion  for  the  present. 

Sir  J.  Newport  moved  for  an  account  of  the  purcliase 
of  lands  in  the  coui)ty  of  Cork  by  the  ordnance  board. 

Mr.  Sharp  postponed  hismutionon  the  correspondence 
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relative  to  the  exchange  6f  prboners  miix  France,  till 
Monday. 

BREACH  OF  PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  Letbbridge  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  resuming 
the  debate  on  Sir  F.  Burdetfs  letter. 

Lord  Ossulton  rose,  and  proceeded  to  vindicate  the 
doctrine  laid  doTvn  by  the  honourable  baronet  resf  ecting 
the  rigbt^of  commitment,  as  claimed  to  be  exercised  by 
the  house.  He  cited,  from  the  authority  of  Chi^f  Justice 
Holt,  that  neither  house  of  parliament  could  infringe  upon 
the  liberty  of  the  subject.  He  further  quoted,  from  the 
same  authority,  that  ihe  privileges  of  parliament  urerc 
well  known,  and  founded  upon  the  laws  of  the  land,* and 
could  not  be  in  contradiction  to  those  laws.  He  stated 
also,  that  in  the  argument  laid  down  by  Chief  Justice 
De  Grey,  that  though  the  law  of  parliament  was,  in  a  great 
measure,  only  known  to  parliament-men,  andfthat  byes* 
perience,  still  that  that  experience  could  not  warrant  any 

} principle  at  open  variance  with  the  known  laws  of  the 
and.  The  noble  lord  then  adverted  to  those  personal 
considerations  that  must  shew  that  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
could  not  have  been  influenced  by  any  anti-constitutional 
motives  in  his  public  conduct.  He  derived  those  well- 
grounded  presumptions  from  the  honourable  baronet's 
amiable  private  character,  his  great  stake  in  the  country, 
and  his  ancietit  family.  The  greater  part  of  the  noble 
lord's  observations  were  wholly  inaudible  in  the  gallery. 

Sir  John  Anstruther  differed  materially  from  the  noble 
lord  who  had  just  sat  down,  in  many  points,  and  in  hone 
more  than  ns  to  his  sense  of  the  importance  of  any  attempt, 
from  ^Vliafever  quarter,  io  wean  the  feelings  of  Ihe  people 
of  England  from  the  support  of  that  house.  (Hear!) 
The  house  stood  in  that  peculiar  situation,  that  it  behoved 
it  to  guard  itself  equally  from  the  innovations  of  the  influ- 
ence of  the  crown  on  the  one  side,  and  the  advancements 
of  popular  encroachments  upon  the  other  ;  and  the  best 
way  to  do  that  effcctualljl"  was  uniformly  to  support  its 
own  rights  and  privileges.  They  had  never  been  exer- 
cised but  for  tlio  good-ot  the  country  at  large,  and  it  could 
not  be  for  the  benefit  of  that  country  to  shrink  from  the 
discussion,  and  the  support  of  them.  The  question  now 
before  them  was  extremely  clear,  whether  there  has  been 
a  libellous  publication  against  the  rights  and  privil^es  of 
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that  house  or  nol  ;  whether  the  rights  and  priyileges  so 
long  exercised  by  that  house  belong  to  it  or  not ;  and  if 
they  do,  \vbellier  the  house  has  or  has  not  the  right  of 
enforcing  their  due  observance:- and  here  he  would  ask,  if 
the  house  was  at  that  time  of  day  seriously  to  inqoirey 
ivbetbcr  it  had  the  privileges  said  to  be  infringed  upon  by 
that  publication  ?  The  first  thing  that  presented  itself 
in  the  shape  of  even  a. plausible  objection  to  the  existence 
of  the  privilege  in  question  was,  t\iat  this  was  a  libel,  and 
therefbre  did  not  come  under  the  head  of  a  contempt  of 
court.  Admitting  it  was  a  libel,  how  did  it  follow  that  it 
was  not  a  breach  of  privilege?  Was  it  not  a  breach  of 
privilege  here,  because  it  was  an  offence  of  another  kind 
elsewhere?  Or,  is  it  to  be  said  that,  because  the  oifence 
Las  that  extent  as  to  be  |)unishable  elsewhere,  it  was  there- 
fore not  punishable  here,  unless  that  the  latitude  of  the 
crime  was  to  be  made  a  ground  of  comparative  impunity  i 
The  offence  was  indictable  in  one  of  the  courts  of  law— 
What  then  ?  Because  it  was  so,  were  they  to  pass  it  over  ; 
that  was,  in  other  words,  were  they  to  be  told,  that  be- 
cause it  was  a  libel,  it  could  -not  be  a  breach  of  privil^e  ) 
But  it  had  been  argued,  thatxR  libel,  though  a  breach  of 
privilege,  ought  not  to  be  punished  as  such,  but  generally 
as  a  breach  of  the  peace.  Herethey  had  a  libel  admitted 
as  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  that  admission  ended  the  ar- 
gument so  far  ;  for  if  they  had  privileges,  they  must  have 
the  "power  of  supporting  them.  He,  however,  denied 
aliogethcr  that  a  oreach  of  privilege  was  removed  out 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  that  house,  beoause  that  breach  of 
privilege  was  also  a  libel.  The  honourable  baronet  began 
bis  letter  with  stating,  that  ^^  the  house  of  commona having 
parsed  a  vote,  whicii  amounts  to  a  declaration  that  an 
order  of  theirs  is  to  be  of  more  weight  than  Magna  Charta 
and  the  laws  of  the  land.**  This  was  an  insidious  and 
false  way  of  stating  a  groundless  proposition — a  ground- 
less calumny — what  was  the  question  ?  Did  the  house  act 
in  violation  of  Magna  Charta  and  the  law  of  the  land  i 
What  was  the  law  of  the  land  ?  Whera  was  it  to  ba 
found  i  Where  were  they  to  look  for  it  ?  .He  knew  of  no 
place  to  look  for  it  but  in  the  practice  of  that  house,  and 
the  other  established  courts  of  jurisprudence.  {Hear^ 
heari)  What  then  was  the  privilege  claimed  by  that 
house,  that  that  house^  being  a  third  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture, should  have  the  power  of  prdyenting  ot  removing  all 
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obstructions  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  free  exercise  of  its 
judgment-— all  contempts  will  be  allowed  to  be  classed  un- 
der the  head  of  such  obstructions — all  calumnies  circu«^ 
lated  against  the*  free  exercise  of  their  right  of  judgment 
would  be  adqiitted  at  once  to  be  breach  of  privilege ;  and 
if  such  calumnies,  instead  of  evaporating  in  words,  be  ela« 
borately  embodied  in  a  printed  paper,  is  the  breach  of 
privilege  the  less,  6r  do^  it,  on  that  account,  cease  to  be 
a  breach  of  privilege  ?  Should  the  house  of  commons  suf« 
fer  itself  ix^  be  run  do^n  in  such  a  manner  ?  Was  there  a 
common  cIu'b,.of  the  meanest  description,  that  had  not  inr 
itself  a  power  of  protecting  itself  against  such  calumnies 
from  its  own  members  ?  Obstructions,  it  will  not  be  de- 
nied bj  one  man,  the  house  has  a  right  to  remove;  and, 
not  merely  personal  obstructions,  thongh  there  were  ob- 
structions wjiicb,  though  not  operating  by  actual  perspnal 
force,  had  yet  the  same  effect  in  ultimately  influencing  the 
decisions  of  that  house.  Whatever  went  to  prevent  the 
free  exercise  of  the  judgment  of  that  house  was  a  virtual 
obstruction,  and  as  such  to  be  removed — were  suoh  ob- . 
structions  altogether  unprecedented  ?  Had  they  been  in 
other  times  unusual  ?  How  had  the  vote  been  carried 
a|pinst  Lord  Strafford  ?  (Hear^  hear !)  *  Had  the  exer- 
cise of  the  judgment  of  {he  house  been  free  apd  uncon- 
troulcd  in  that  instance  ?  When  the  walls  were  placarded 
with  menaces,  and  members  hooted  and  halloo'd  by  the 
mob  as  Strqffordians  as  they  passed  to  and  from  the  house  ? 
And  why  may  they  not  do  the  same  to-morrow  ?  Aye, 
but  then  it  may  be  said  that  hooting  is  more  like  a  per* 
sonal  obstruction,  than  placarding  and  posting  upon  the 
walls.  But  was  nothing  to  be  construed  as  an  obstruction 
but  what  was  personally  so  ?  Were  there  no  such  things 
as  constructive  obstructions  i  Impediments  which  were 
not  virtually  personal,  but  which  had  the  same  effect— 
Libels  came  exactly  up  to  the  -case  of  constructive  ob- 
structions— their  privileges  were  essentially  necessary  to 

'  their  existeifce — calumny  was  the  most  dangerous^ assail-' 
ant  their  privileges  could  have,  and  was  it  to  be-supposed 
that  the  putting  that  calumny  in  writing  took  from  the 
house  the  right  of  protecting  itself  against  it  ?  Or  was 
the  house  compelled.,  in  such  a  case,  to  wait  the  slow  pro- 
gress of  an  indictment  i  a  remedy  that,  after  all,  would 

'  not  apply  to  the  offence,  as  an  offence  against  the  privi- 
leges of  (hat  house.    The  court  to  which  they  woald  ia- 
Vol.  n.— 1810.  X  x, 
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that  cue.  apply 9  ^ould  not  look  »pon  the  offence  as  a 
breach  of  privilege  ;  tbej  would  not  tiike  cmnizance  o£ 
it  in  that  riew ;  they  would  (ry  it  as  a  breach  of  the  peace^ 
and  not  as  a  breach  of  their  privileges.  The  next  q<ies« 
tion  wast  if  they  had  those  privileges,  had  tliey  power  of 
judging  of  their  own  privileges  ?  And  here,  perhaps,  he 
ought  to  apoiogisKe  to  the  chair  for  merdy  asking  that 

auestioo ;  for  if  the,  house  of  commons  was  not  judge  of 
is  own  privileges,  and  the  only  judge  of  those  privilege, 
ke,  for  his  part,  did  not  know  how  the  bouse  ot  commons 
could  be  said  to  exist  at  all.  (Hear  /)  In  his  judgment, 
Ibeix  ladtpendence  was  totally  gone  when  any  other 
power' than  themselves  were  allowed  to  be  judges  of  their 
own  privileges;  (hear^  hear!)  and  in  saying  this,  was  he 
claiming  more  than  belonged  to  the  lowest  court  ?  The 
lowest  court  could  punish  for  contempt,  and,  what  was 
more,  no  other  court  interfered  in  commitments  for  con* 
temp^  by  any  other. .  So  that  the  house  asked  for  nothing 
more  thian  what  belonged  to  every  other  court.  Thai 
bouse  had  the  power  of  judging  of  its  own  privileges,  and 
of  protecting  those  privileges.  That  power,  like  every- 
other  power,  admitted  of  abuse ;  but  the  abuse  of  a  thin^ 
was  no  argument  against  its  existence.  As  to  the  charge 
of  abuse  of  its  power,  the  house  of  commons  might  with* 
confidence  appeal  to  the  past.  It  would  be  found. th^kt^ 
for  the  last  three  hundred  years,  in  the  same  proportion  as 
their  authority  had  become  more  solid  and  extended,  had 
their  exercise  of  that  power  been  calm,  moderate,  and  pru^ 
dent.  But  it  had  been  said  that  breach  of  privilege  was 
BO  contempt.  This  objection  he  did  not  answer,  only  be* 
cause  he  did  not  understand  it.  If  a  breach  of  their  privi- 
leges was  not  a  contempt  of  their  authority,  he  did  not 
know  what  contempt  was ;  again,  it  Ivas  objected,  that  if 
they  were  (Jie  judges  of  their  own  privileges,  they  might 
make  what  privileges  they  pleas>ed«  But  had  they  done 
ao  ?  Let  them  look  back,  and  they  would  see  that  that 
*hou8e  had  never  been  fond  of  creating  new  privileges,  they 
bad  privileges  enough  to  uphold  their  own  independence^ 
find  vindicate  their  due  auth<^rity ;  and  one,  and  perhaps 
the  most  importtmt  of  those  privileges,  was  to  prevent 
tlieir  deliberations  to  be  impeded  in  their  exercise  by  the 
attacks  of  calumny.  The  calumny,  in  the  present  in<» 
stance,  came  from  one  who  had  set  himself  high  on  the  side 
of.  Ui%peogle»    lie  would  put  the  oase^  that  the  sGkne  at« 
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tempts  to  run  down  the  character  and  authority,  of  that 
bouse  had  been  made  by  the  cfown,  or  jie  should  ratlfer 
nay,  the  senranfs  of  the  crown;  he  would  ask,  in  that  cftse, 
what  would  hare  been  the  language  of  the  gentlemen  who 
are  now  so  moderate,  and  so  fuH  of  doubts,  upon  the  pre* 
Bent  question?  {Itear^  -hear!)  Would  those  gentlemen 
have  been  quite  so  calm  and  considerate  as  they  now  ap* 
peared  to  be  ?  or  would  not  tht  house  have  heard  from 
them  different  language  in  a  much  higher  tone?  But 
whatever  their  language,  he  (Sir  John)  would  take  the 
same  part  in  eitber  case,  and  impartially  defend  the  pri« 
vileges  and  authority  of  that  housft  against  both.  Comii 
mittal  for  contempt  was,  however,  not  much  disputed,  as 
being  that  which  tbe  house  had  done  at  all  times.  But  it 
had  been  said,  that  the  right  of  committing  for  libel  could 
not  be  traced.  He  admitted  that  it  could  not.  Tbe^ 
could  not  trace  the  fact,  for  the  very  sfmpie  reason,  that 
libels  must  have  been  subsequent  to  the  invention  of  the 
art  of  printing — sprinting  must  have  been  common  before 
a  case  of  libel  qould  have  occurred.  But  if  they  could  not 
trace  the  '  fact,  they  could  easily  trace  the  principle. 
That  did  not  depend  upon  the  fact  of  printing.  Courts 
have  uniformly  punished  calumnious  expressions.  This 
bouse  had  the  right  of  doing  so  from  its  earliest  stage,  and 
the  principle  upon  which  they  did  so  was  not  altered  by 
the  calumny  appearing  in  a  printed  form.  He  was  very  far 
from  being  disposed  to  panegyrize  the  wisdom  or  pru« 
dence  of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Letbbridge),  in 
forcing  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  libel  now  before  ' 
them.  But  now  that  it  was  before  them,  and  that  they 
were  called  upon  either  to  stand  by  or  renounce  their  privi* 
leges,  he  admitted  that  there  was  no  receding  from  the 
broad  question.  It  was  a  remark  that  would  be  found  to 
hold  without  one  exception,  that  whether  the  government 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  whigs  6r  the  lories,  this  power  of 
committal  had  been  always  exercisied ;  and  in  every  in* 
stance  that  that  exercise  had  been  questioned  by  an  ap« 
peal  to  the  courts  of  law,  the  right  was  Uniformly  cun^ 
firmed  by  their  decision,  who  justified  that  power  upoii  the 
$ame  grounds  upon  which  they  professecl  to  hold  their 
own.  He  was  surprized  at  the  noble  lord's  citing'a  publi* 
cation  of  tbe  house  of  lords  respecting  their  own  privilegesi 
as  an  authority  to  weigh  with  that  house  in  de'ermining^ 
^|M>n  tbeir*s.  He  would  refer  that  npble^  iojrd  to  tbe  aoswef 
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given  to  that  publication.*  'In  all  times,  the  house  pu- 
nished for  libel  as  an  attack  upon  their  privileges.  The 
case  of  the  King  versus  Flower  was  a  proof  of  this.  He 
did  not  want  to  borrow  from  the  other  house,  but  he  had 
jio  objection  to  Iheir  aid  where  their  cases  properly  ap* 
plied.  Crosby,  the  lord  mayor  of  London,  was  sient  to 
the  Tower.  He  applied  to  the  Common  Pleas  for  his 
habeas  corpus ;  the  other  person  taken  up  with  hinr,  i^nd 
committed  by  virtue  of  the  same  warrant,  applied  to  the 
King^s  Bench ^  for  his .  habeas  also  ?  The  habeas  was  re* 
fused  in  both  instances.  Lord  De  Grey,  a  great  consti- 
tutional lawyer,  an  u^iright  judge,  and  an  honest  man, 
jemanded  the  lord  mayor,  and  why  ?  because  the  reason 
assigned  for  commitment  was  deemed^sufficient  contempt 
on  the  face  of  the  warrant.  That  ^reat  lawyer  pronounc- 
ed the  house  of  commons  to  be  judges  of  its  own  pri* 
vileges.  The  law  of  their  privileges  was  to  be  founa  in 
their  own  adjudication  of  those  privileges,  and  their  mode 
of  punishment  was  that  of  commitment.  But  wBat  were 
the  words  of  Lord  De  Grey,  in  speaking  of  thisright  of 
commitment  on  the  part  of  the  house — '^  They  have  a 
right  to  commit,  because  it  is  necessary  they  should." 
This  was  the  reason  assigned  by  Lord  u6  Grey,  and  the 
moment  they  parted  ^ith  the  right  of  judging  their  own 

»  privileges,  that  moment  they  ceased  to  1^  independent. 
The  case  of  Alexander  Murray  was  another  in  which  the 
right  of  the  hopse  to  commit  had  been  tr(ed  by  an  appli- 
cation for  an  habeas  corpus,  and  confirmed.  Murray 
was  remanded.  The  case  i>f  the  Kentish  petition  was  also 
in  point.  At  that  time  the  parliament  was  a  tory  one ; 
the  ministers,  tory ;  the  six  persons  who  presented  the  pe- 
tition were  committed — in  the  course  of  that  year  there 
was  a  change  of  ministers ;  and  the  next  year  there  was 
a  whig  ipinistry,  and  a  whig  parliament.  What  did 
they  ?  They  not  ouly  followed  up  the  proceedings  of 
'their  predecessors,  but  embodied  them  into  resolutions,  so 
that  here  was^a  case,  wl>ere  in  the  heat  of  party  contest, 
men  differing  upon  every  other  subject^  agreed  upon  ibis 
point  of  privilege,  this  was  in  1701.  The  case  of  chief 
justice  Holt  was  greatly  relied  upon ;  but  let  gentlemen 
remember,  that  if  lord  justice  Holt  was  of  one  opinion, 
eleven  judges  were  of  an  opposite  opinion.  Besides,  were 
they  to  be  told,  that  the  iinthority  of  other  great  lawyers, 
^ei^t  for  nothing.    The  honourable  baronet  had  made 
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light  of  the  names  of  De  Grey,  Mansfield,  and  Kenjon, 
4ho8e  sages  of  modern  times  ;  but  it  did  not  follow,  tb&i 
the.  house  would  think  as  lightly  ef*them  as  the  honour- 
able baronet.     Besides,  Lord  Holt  never  denied  the  rigl|t 
of  the  bouse  to  commit  for  contempt.     Lord  Holt  merely 
questioned  the.  limits,  whereas  the  honourable  baronet  de- 
.  nied  the  existence  of  the  power;  and  he  candidly  cited 
the  authority  of  Lord  Holt  in  aid  of  hisowp  opinion,  as 
if  the  authority  that  objected  to  the  excess  of  the  power« 
was  fairly  to  be  brought  forward  as  an  evidence,  that  iIm 
power  did  not  exist  at  all !     He  mentioned  this,  therefore, 
merely  to  guard 'the  house  against  confounding  the  opi- 
nions of  the  honourable  baronet  with  the  judgments  of 
Lord  Holt.     He  therefore  was  warranted  in  rf'peating, 
that  the  house  of  commons,  in  their  assertion  of  this  right^  _ 
was  claiming  nothing  more  than  what  of  right  belonged 
to  the  lowest  and  most  confined  jurisdiction.     Of  all  their 
privileges,  none  was  mure  important  than  that  of  preserv- 
ing their  authority  from  those  contumelious  and  licentious 
calumnies  which   had  a  tendency  to  shake  their  dignity 
by  lowering  their  estimation  ;  attacks,  no  matter  how  em- 
bodied, or  from  what  quarter  directed,  whether  from  a 
mob  out  of  doors,  or  one  of  iheir  own  members  from  ivitli- 
in,  the  privileges  of  that  house  were  equally  competent  to 
resist  and  punish  whatever  form  it  assumed,  wnether  a 
libel  or  a  personal  breach  of  the  peace ;  it  was  in  either 
case  not  the  less  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  as  such,  suli- 
ject  to  the  undisputed  cognizance  of  that  house.     With 
respect,  then,  to  the  honourable  baronet,  he  would  say^ 
V   that  as  to  the  course  he  had  taken  up,  it  appeared  to  hint 
to  be  an  hopeless  one,  at  least,  he  might  be  allowed  to 
9ay,  that  the  reasoning  upon  which  it  had  been  founded, 
did  not  appear  to  him  calculated  to  impress  conviction 
upon  them  who  heard  it ;  the  arrangement  was  bad,  and 
the  management  of*  that  argument  was  worse ;  the  ques- 
tion, in  l^ict,  bad  been  often  agitated  ;  it  had  been  the 
subject  of  many  pamphlets  in  the  time  of  Wilkes.     In 
the  year  1701,  and  on  the  question  involving  tire  lo^al 
jurisdiction  of  the  house  of  lords  in  the  case  of  Ashby  and 
White,  all  these  sources  furnished  ample  matter  to  the 
honourable  baronet,  and  he   might  have  borrowed  with 
more  selection  than  he  had  done,     indeed,  the  pamphlet 
of  the  honourable'  baronet  teemed  with  evidence  of  duil, 
clumsy,  ill-digested  plagiarism,  old  and  exploded  doc- 
trines revived  without  even  their  olrigiiml  strengih,  and 
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put  SO  hadly,  as  if  (hey  were  either  wholly  misunderstckK), 
or  stupidly  misapplied,  and  this  naturally  brought  '.im 
to  the  consideration*  of  the  importance  of  (he  pampntei 
in  question.     He  could  not  help  thinking  it  (whatever  it 
iira^  meant  to  be)  a  very  harmless   production,  and  he 
couKi  have  wished  that  the  zeal  .of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Lethbridge)  had  been  be**er  tempered.     If  the 
notice  of  that  house  had  not  been  forced  to  that  pamphlet, 
it  would  have  died  the  death  of  the  noisense  that  had 
gone  beford  it.     While,  however,  he  acknowledged  the 
pamphlet  to  be  any  thing  but  mischievous,  he  could  not 
nelp  observing  upon  the  gross  want  of  candour,  that  dis- 
tinguished most  of  its  quotations  and  mis-statements.     In 
the  motto,  the  opinion  of  Judge  Blackstone  was  given  at 
large  upon  the  right  of  personal  liberty,  from  the  third 
book  of  his  commentaries.     Now  it  was  unfortunate  for 
the  honourable  baronet's  quotation,  that  Blackstone  was 
himself  one  of  the  judges  who  remanded  the  lord  mayor, 
of  London,  Crosby  ;  and  as  to  the  candour,  the  honour- 
able baronet  could  not  have  been  ignorant,  that,  in  the 
same  work,  the  King's  Bench  is  stated  to  have  the  power 
ef  bailing  all  persons  committed  on  charge  of  certain  of- 
fenc<'s,  save  those  committed  by  either  house  of  parlia- 
ment.    Another  instance  of  the  candour  of  the  honourable 
baronet  was,  his  putting  into  what  he  called  his  argument 
CO  many  things  that  had  not  been  uttered  by  him  in  that 
house;  thereby  wishing  to  make  the  house  an  instrument 
of  its  own  disgrace,  in  tacitly  succumbing  to  the  avowal 
of  such  doctrines*    Again,  he  lays  it  down  in  another 
part  of  this  pamphlet,  with  equal  candour: 

''  \Vc  may  reasonably  couclude,  that  all  the  privileges 
llie  house  ofco'nmons  then  thought  itself  entitled  to,  were 
enumerated  in  the  order  of  th^  ist  of  June,  1621,  as  Sir 
Edward  (Doko,  so  well  acquainted  with,  and  then  con- 
tending for  thrm,  against  the  undue  prerogative  of  the 
crown^  claimed  no  more." 

But  the  fact  tvas,  that  the.  house  then,  as  in  all  other,  , 
cases,  was  employed  in  vindicating  not  the  whole  detail 
of  their  privileE;t*s,  but  the  individual  right  of  the  privi-, 
lege  in  question.     The  pamphlet  was,  he  repeat^,  de-^ 
Serving  only  of  contempt,  ana  he  had  no  apprehensions  as 
to  any  e^ect  it  could  have  upon  the  sound  good  sense  of 
the  people  of  England  ;  at  the  same  time,  the  privileges  of 
that  house  could  never*  suffer  from  discussion  ;  the  mot^ 
they  were  discussed,  the  firmer  they  would  stan'd.     Whsit 
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the  house .  meant  to  ,do,  he  was-  at  a  loss  to  lcnow«  The 
pamphlet  appeared  to  him  to  be  an  awkward  compilation 
of  very  bad  arguments  in  very  bad  language  ;  and  he  must  * 
again  repeat  his  wish,  thai  such  a  work  had  been  le^t.  to  its 
own  fate.  He  could  not  extol  the  wisdom  or  the  prudence 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Lethbridg^),  in  visiting 
it  with  a  character  of  importance  so  foreign  to  its  own  me* 
rits.  He  would  advise  that  honourable  genfleman,  the 
next  time  he  felt  his  zeal  prompting  him  so  hastily,  to  pause 
a  little  to  consider  the  ulterior  consequences  a  first  step  in 
such  matters  may  lead  to.  Hcvwould  advise  that  gentle* 
m^n,  before  he  took  a  similar  proceeding  in  future,  to  cpn- 
suit  with  others  whosp  xperience  lutght  be  found  to  equal 
his' own,  and  whose  counsel  might  prove  no  unworthy  ac« 
cession  to  the  native  resources  of  his  own  practical  wisdom, 
(HeaVy  hear  t) 

Lord  Folkestone  was  desirous  of  addressing  the  house, 
as,  notwithstanding  so  grave  an  authority  as  that  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  he^raust  differ  from  him,  both  with 
lespecttothe  paper  itself,  and  the  question  of  the  right  of 
the  house,  on  which  the  paper  complained  of  treated^   Tiie 
noble  lord  thought  he  had  a  right  to  complain  of  the  Hon. 
gentleman  who  moved  this  question,  not  havin?  stated  hia 
views  as  to  his  further  proceedings.     At  first  he  was  con- 
tented with  the  mere  reading  of  the  publication ;  and  thea 
he  appeal^  much  alarmed ;  so  much  so,  that  he  said  his 
hair  stiJod  on  end  when  he  read  it ;  but  what  crime  it  con- 
tained he  had  not  stated/    Every  gentleman  on  that  side 
had  taken  a  dt&rent  view  of  the  maiter ;  one  confessed  , 
that  the  paper  did  not  involve  the  right  of  the  house,  one 
thought    it   did ;    others  entertained   different  opinions. 
Some  chained  it  with  falsehood;  and  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  arraigned  it  of  bad  taste  and  bad  author- 
ship. It  was  called  scandalous  and  libellous  ;  but  no  proofs 
of  this  were  given ;  and  while  its  bad  taste  was  censured, 
it  was  admitted  that  it  could  do  no  harm.    It  was  charged 
iffith  want  of  candour  ;  but  that  was  not  a  sufficient  ground 
for  the  house  to  proceed  upon.     The  right  honourable 
gentleman  should,  when  he  made  that  charge,  have  ap- 
peared candid  himself;  but  that  was  not  perfectlv  the  case, 
vhen  he  referred  to  one  resolution  of  the  house,  which  the 
paper  stated  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  Sir  E.  Coke,  in  the 
year  1601.     One  honourable  member  had  complained  of 
theexpiessionsrwpectingthe  legal  power  of  the  Speaker's 
Miriaat^  and  caUed  it  a  gco»  breaA^h  ol  privil^ga.    The 
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je(  of  the  arnrutnent  lay  in  the  merits  of  thjjt  statament     If 

fhcbonouniblc  baronrt  (8hr  F.  Biinlett)  was  at  all  right  it 

•  his  nrgumenf,  he  ntiist'  sfafe  ^hat  lie  had  slated  on  Hat 

point.  Before  ^enlleraen  called  it  a  libel,  thjey  shouI(|  corj- 

"  suit  some  anthoritics.     If  ihey  turned  to  law  bobksi  to 

Hawkins  or  Coke,  for  instance,,to  learn  what  were  t^(;  fc- 

"iquisites  of  a  lcg:il  warrant,  thfey  ^oiild  And  tl^at^f  m.t^s' 

.  iave  lasifn!  abtjioritv,  must  be  undrr  hand  and  ^al;  anl 

must  be  for  a  lawful  cause;  and  then,  when  Ih'ey  foiiR^ 

fheprt^ent  ca^%(li*ficicnt  in  these  respect's,  they  could, not 

find  any  great  crime  tn  the  statemcdt  of  the  honourahre 

baronet.    One  had  laid  great  stress  on  the  U9e  of  the  wOrd 

*^  resist;**  and  a  string  of  passages  bad  been  piit^b  aa 

improper  construdion  on  the   meaning  of;  that  word. 

If  the  context  were  fairly  considered,  it  would  appea^ 

that  the  word  **  resist*'  was   connected  with  the'^oi^ 

V  legal ;"  and  that  Jl  was  only  by  a  forced  intei^retaiion, 

that  any  thin«t  else  but  legal  resistance  could  be  taken  as 

the  writer's  intention.     It  spoke  of  legally  resistin/if,  'of  r^^ 

aistinn:  tfie  docirmej  of  rcsisthig  hj\he  tditei  of  the  people,  .• 

Nothing  but  a  forced  construction  could  itiakC'  any  fiei^iouf,' 

charge  out  of  the  nse  of  that  word:  •  No  less  ah  Autbdrilr. 

than  the  late  Lord  Chatham  had  used  much  stronger  ekr 

pressions  at  a  time  when  the  rfghts  of  that  house  had  been' 

discussed  in  other  conrfs  of  law.     Hehad  said  intbehousb^ 

of  lords,  that  if  they  meant  to  unite  the  nation,  they  rm|st , 

convince  them  that  their  clafms  would  be  regarded;  hiit; 

if  a  contrary  course  ^ia«  to  be  pursued,  if  the  breaches  *of; 

the  constitution  were  not  to  be  repaired,  if  our  liberties  '. 

were  to  he  surrendered  to  a  ddsp'otid  minister,  "  may  dis-  . 

cord,"  said  he,  **  prevail  for  ever  !'•    His  loVdship  furthei* ." 

added^  that  in  the  case  he  alluded  (o,  he  hoped  to  see  r 

the  qo^ion  brought  to  an  issue,  and  fairly  tried  !    Such.  * 

were  the  words  of  the  great  Lord  Chatham ! '  It  mattered! 

little,  indeed,  whether  the  liberties  of  Che  people  were  surJ  ' 

refidcred  to  a  despotic  minister,  or  to  iht  house  of  commons.'^ 

With  such  authority  before  them,  the  bouse  must  be  sfoW  , 

in  straining  the  interpretation  of  the  honourable  bam«'^ 

net's  es^pression^.     Another  complaint  wasj  that  the  btHt)f' * 

rrghts  was  called  a  bill  of  wrongs  \  bat  the  hondura^rd' 

ipember  read  only  a  part  of  the  passage,     fttert  the  tittbfe  | 

loYd  quotftd  the  whole  passage  as  it  Satidd  in  ^r  F.  But*-*  ^ 

df^tf*s  Ij<^er,  i\*hidh  funs  thus:]  ^  '  ' "   '  '  ; 

-**^Bot  in  onferflintnbtbingmay  Jbe  wantJng*  to 'Tender  • 

trtfTy -kdicrouy  fevery -pari  .i)F  th(^  proceedings/  triiicl%' 


ATnit  5.]  pitEACH  OF  PBIYlTiBGE.  ,845 

inverting  tbe  laws  of  the  drama,  as  well  as  all  oilier  laws, 
i)egins  with  a  farce,  and  ends  with  a  tragedy  ;  the  house 
of  commd)is  imprison  Mr.   Jones,  under  the  sanction  of 
what  law,  think  ye?  The  bill  of  rights.  Well  might  Paine 
call  it  the  bill  of  wrongs,  if  it  coild  be  thus  converted  into 
an  instrument  io  oppress  and  destroy  the  liberties  of  the 
people  ;  those  liberties  for  which  it  was  expressly  framed, 
claimed,. demanded,  and  insisted  upon  to  protect.     Mr. 
Vorke  has  discovered  a  new  meaning  in  the  bill  of  rights  ; 
and  because  the  bill  of  rights  declares  that  a  member  of 
parliament  cannot  be  questioned  any  where  out  of  parlia* 
ment  for  words  spoken  therein,  he  has  sapiently  concluded, 
that  fhep^ple  are  prohibited  from  exercising  their  under- 
standing, for  the  purpctee  of  discussing  or  censuring  the 
conduct  of  the  gentlemen  who  sit  in  that  house.    &c* 
With  these  observations,  it  may  be  true,  that  Mr.  Yorke 
might  have  some  reason  to  find  fault ;  but  it  did  not  ap« 
pear  that  the  liouse  had  any  such  reason.     Another  para- 
graph had  been  much  insisted  upon,  at  page  55,  ending 
by  saying  (speaking  of  the  house  of  commons)  that  they, 
^  inflated  with  their  hi^h  blown  fanciful  ideas  of  majesty| 
find  tricked  out  in  the  trappings  of  royalty,  thiqk  privilege 
and  protections  beneath  their  dignity,  assume  the  sword  of 
prerogative,  and  lord  it  equal^  over  the  king  and  the 
people.''  Now,  he  must  say,  whatever  might  be  attempted 
m  the  way  of  ridicule,  that  he  agreed  with  an  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  below  him  (Sir  S.  Romilly),  thaC 
be  did  not  clearly  understand  this  passage.  Yet,  whatever 
these  words  were,  every  one  of  them,  he  believed,  had 
been  before  used  by  the  honourable  baronet  in  bis  place  ia 
that  house,  when  he  nioved  for  the  liberation  of  Grale  Joties. 
He  was  sure  they  had  been  used  by  him  dn  other  occasions. 
He  did  not  state  that  as  a  justification,  biit  only  as  to  the 
fact  of  their  not  bein^  unprecedented.    As  far  as  he  could 
make  out  their  meaning  by  the  context,  he  presumed  that 
by  ^^  assuming   the    sword  of  prerogative,  and  lording   , 
it  equally  over  the  king  and  people,''  was  meant  the  power 
assumed  by  the  house  of  commons,  of  punishing  where 
the  law  dia  not  order  it,  and  of  doing  acts  beyond  what 
the  king  or  the  people  had  the  power  to  do.    That  wns  the 
best  interpretation  that  he  could  put  upon  it.    The  pas« 
sage  might  perhaps  be  offensive ;  and  they  wer6  told,  that 
it  was  the  more  injurious  as  it  was  unintelligible.    There 
might  really  be  some  ingenuity  in  this  reasoning ;  but  he 
Vol.  II.— J8J0.  Y  y 
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could  not  perceive  why  tlic  house  sliouUl  be  the  more  in* 
cliiied  (o  punish^  vthen  sitting  in  Judgment  on  a  passage 
ihcy  did  not  clearly  understand.    It  was  called  scandalotis 
and  libellous..     lie  spoke  in  the  hearing  of  learned  persoiig 
when  he  said  he  behered,  that  to  be  scandalous,  it  must 
be  false?,  and  to  be  libellous,  a  bad  intention  must  be  shewn ; 
nrhich  he  had  notyet  heard  urged.   He  could  &cc  no  right  to 
infer  any  bad  motive  in  this  publication,  unless  it  were  put 
on  the  word  **  resist :"  for  which,  he  declared,  he  could  find 
no  grounds  Then  he  came  to  the  second  part  ofthc  propo- 
sition, which  stated  it  to  be  a  letter  '^  reflecting  on  the  Just 
rights  and  privile^s  of  this  house ;"  so  that  the  house 
were  called  upon  in  one  resolution   not  only  to  decide 
npon  the  paper,  but   upon*  the  justness  of  the  rights, 
against  the  possession  of  which  the  letter  argued.     Let 
ff<'ntlemen  fairly  consider  the  nature  of  the  whole  paper. 
It  was  written  by  an  honourable  nicmbcr  to  his  consti- 
tuents, explaining  more  fully  to  them  the  nature  and  c?c- 
teni  of  his  arguments  than  he  had  done  in  his  place,  or 
th'in  they  could  have  been  reported  to  his  constituent^. 
He  did  not  know  to  what  extent  members  were  to  be  per- 
iDT^ted  to*  publish  their  sentiments.     The  standing  order 
forbad  the  publicatioTi  of  their  debates;  ncvcrtlieless  that 
pracrice  had  been  long  connived  at.     In  former  times  it 
coidd  not  be  considered  Such  a  grievance,  since  Andreio 
fiJartet  "wvoie  a  full  account  of  their  proceedings  to  his 
COMstilufents  every  week.     This  ought,  therefore,  lo  be 
taken' Into  view.     He  should  be  sorry  to  pass  sentence  for 
a  libel,  merely  on  what  he  recollected  to  have  fallen  fronji 
a  person  in  the  hurry  of  debater  but  might  not  a  person 
in  publishiDg  sentiments  delivered  in  the  house,  supply 
what  was  a  little  defective,  and  strengthen  what  was  too 
>rrcik?     lie  must  dissent  from  a  decision,  till  he. knew 
what  was  the  meaning  of  their  authority  and  privileges. 
lie  found  privileges  derived  from  privatum  est,  a  private 
law,  an  exemption  from  the  power  of  others ;  and  this 
must  be  most  accurately  definaJ  in  its  nature  and  its  ex- 
trnti  'What  was  to  be  found  of  ]>rivilegcs  as  anciently 
claimed  ?    Freedom  of  speech,  ami  fretfdom  from.arrcbt 
for  members,  and  for  their  servants^  wlicn  cominj;:  to  or 
itturning  from  parliament,  excepting  in  cases  of  treason, 
Ivlony,  and  hrcoches  of  the  peace^    Privilege  \ytxs  only 
exemption,  but  not  power ;  its  object  clearly*was  only 
to  prevent  obstruction.    If  pushed  b  ^yond  this,  it  bc« 
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came  dangerous :  but  ivhat  wsts  now  claimed  was  dif-* 
fd^reiiit,  and  contrary  to  the  definition  of  the  word.  It  had 
becri  slated^  that  it  wa$  as  Jiocossary  to  protect  the  mem* 
l>er3  from  libel,  aa^  from  hissing  and  booling  them  ;  bu( 
hissing  and  hootii\^  were  acttial  and  undcaiwle  iin terra p^ 
tioQ^  and  obstructions*  The  honoufuble-bfin>net  had  not 
denied  tlie  right  of  removing  all  obstructions*  Th^ 
learned  master  of  the*  rolls  had  maintained  the  doctrine  in 
favour  of  the  necessity. of  the  power  of  the;  house,  but  not 
as  a  privilege.  Hi&  k>rdship  wanted  to  know  why  it  was 
necessary.  Lord  Chii^f  Ju6ti<^  De  Grey,ioo^  maintained 
tiie  necessity,  in  order  tjo  enable  the  house  to  perform  its 
functions  ;  but  nobody  denied  tlie  power  claimed  of  re^ 
ipoving  obstructions ;  .and  the  bouse  had^'gone  014  rcry 
well  wiibout  claiming  more  upon  former  occasions;  as 
was  the  case  in  the  instance  01  ^tockdalq  and  of  Reeves^ 
where  no  step  of  this  sort  was  taken.  Another  point  stat* 
ed  was,  that  it  was  necessary  that  (he  bouse  should  be  the 
judge  of  its  own  privileges }  but  the  question  was,  whe* 
tber  they  had  a  right  to  judge  whether  such  and  such  an 
act  wa^  a  breach  of  their  privileges*  It  was  argued  that 
nJ I  courts  had  powcrto  punish  for  oontem-pt,  and  that, 
therefore,  that  house  had  such  power.  Contempt  was  ob- 
struction or  contumticy.  Lord  Kenyon  had  said  that' 
contempts  might  be  committed  by  persons  out  of  the 
court,  or  its  immediate  vei^e;  and  he  stated  (be  case  of 
one  Birdmorc,  a  sheriff^  wiio  was  punished  for  contempt 
in  consequence  of  a  neglect  of  his  duty,  which  was  a  dif-*  - 
ferent  case.    Binglcy,  the  printer,  refused  to  answer  ques* 

^  tions  in  the  court,  because  he  hcld^himsclf  liable  to  be 
tried  by  his  peers,,  and  he  was  tliereupon  cqmmitted  to 
prison,  where  be  rcmumed  two  years,  always  persevering 
m  his  refusal,  and   actually  publishing  fresh  pffenoes. 

^  Yet,  fiiuiUy,  the  attorney«g^neral  moved  for  bis  release,  on 
tl)e  ground  that  he  had  already  suffered  a  greater  puni$h«i 
ment  than  would  have  been  inflicted  upon  hiaa,  had  h^ 
bdcn  convicted  and  sentenced  for  his  offence*  Now  from  , 
jthe  conduct  of  Binglcy  while  in  confinement,  *  his.  con- 
tempt was  continual,  and  grew  greatet;  and  greater.  That 
cabf:  was  sommvhat  anabigous  to  the  present;  and.  in  at,  * 
the  c<;nrt  of  King's  Bench  was  ultimately  foitcd^  'Theirs 
were  regular  nioclesof  proceeding.  Hart  nnd  Wbiie,  the 
prmter  and  editor  of  a  newspaper  called  i\\t  Independent 
fykigi  wpre.  not  comtnitted  by  the  courtof  Kill's  Bench 


for  a  iiaiUenif4r;  tb#y  veie  ptoMoattd  fiftfalibel  on  that 
caudl^  fcMiy|d;giiUj(y  by  a  jnvj,  aentenoedy  and  ptmbfaed* 
In.liiQ  MIQie  V99^4hlil  bouse  bad  often  praceeded^    It  vaa 
mi^  Ul#t(fafiie.i«aa'  inconaittancy  in  SirFtaoeis  BMett'a 
YoiiDg&ir'tbe-eomiBittal  dMn  Huxley  Sandon and  Oe*^ 
i)6ifil(Claferiiig.;"bUj|  in  tbeircaaesy  Ibcfe  was  nn  evident 
eontempi  and  obaliiiGtion.  .  (uffosr,A«ar/)    Tbc  boose  . 
"vrasJlkeii  n  coMVt  of  inquiry,  and  ponishad  tfaem  for  (heir ' 
prevariculioa*;  wbicbiraa  essential  to  the  prosecution  of  • 
that  inquiiy.    He  would  sty,  tbat  tbeir  betB|^  able  to  la^  * 
ikt'ttbat  very  panishment,    farnisbiri  an  argoroenl  tap ' 
aopport  of . bis  conclusiim,  tbat  their  power  exmled  onlf  * 
agaiAst  6lislJructiana.. .  Puoisbsnent  for  a  specific  time  was 
a  poftier  long  aiaoe  .giveo  up  by  tbat  house,  and  noir  the 
OQafiaeroeat.  ceased  at  an  adjaumment :  a  proof  that4bo  * 
povier  was  not  for  the  exeautka  o£  panbbment*    They 
oad  abaodoJMd.allcIaiais  to  puniah^ior  a  year,  or  a  mmlky 
<n  a  day*    A  man  mtaht  at  the  oatiimaoei;melyt  of :i  Vl^*'  * 
liaasent  bo  uraprisDnad'  and  remain  there,  padianfi^ntait^ 
ting  for  jsoflie  years,  if  he.tnade  norabnriesion ;  if  at  the  end  ^ 
of  a  session,  hjs  confinement  migfat  be  but  for  a  day,  how*^ 
eter  great  his  oflfence  or  contempt  migfat  be.    This  abeiM-  < 
ed  that  the  house  had  ni». power  to  coafiae and. punish,- 
eaoept  in-  casca  of -ehatrulstions*  If  submission  were  madei  ^* 
tbe*  party  was  generallj^  Released  ;  but  it  was  very  odd^  «• 
if  the  power  eatended  to  punishment  for  a  libd^  tic.  thaf 
its  duration  abeald  be  so  uncertain  and  ili*proportioned 
to  the  offisBoe.    «<  Tba  bouse  arsame,'*  saiil  ibe  uoUeloid, 
^<  tbia  power,  and  uie  dispoto  its  and  we  make  our  stand' 
01^  the  law  of  tlie  land,  on  Magna  Charta/'    The  lattvnr*  • 
expreasly  slated  that  '^  No  mfn  $kaU  be  taken  orimpfih 
soitdj  Of  disseised  of  hb  fseeliold^  or  outlawed,,  or  banish*** 
ed,  or  aiEf  ways  desUrc^ed;  nor  will  we  pas.s  upoa  him,  ^ 
or.CQtiiniit  hinr  to  prison^  unless  by  ike  legal  judffmefU  of  ' 
hhrpeer^  ot  by  the  tarn  of  the  Imdi'*    He  had,  therefore^ 
a  good  righi  to  aay  to  geatlemea----^^  Shetr  me  tbe  law,  - 
anibeftNindatioa.on  whicb  this  assumed  power  stasids.''  • 
It- lies  With  those,  gentleman  to  laake  tbat'cleaiP.    He  bad  ^* 
other  auilu>riiic8  and  lacognittons,  besides  tbose  be^^bad  ' 
quoted.    He  bad  resolutions  of  all  the.  bmnobeaof  tba 
legssklarey  the  aathoiity  of  Lord^Chaef  Juilioe  tiott^  and 
eveipof  the:iaowo,'iBi  tiae  opinian  of  King  Chorleg  I;    In 
IGifl  th^  kotise  of  ooKimoa^taiadyikatuocoaitofjus^  . 
tida^faad  aaj^  cogniaaoe  ^  nsattata  tbat  cinne  under  t luar  ^ 
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huAomtv ;  biii  Am  uras  a  time  trbeR  tiiey  tvavtasntftihig' 
evergn  <«i0r  ]iQaver  to.  tbemsehrei.  TIk3'  iiioble'  l«rd  ihtfir 
Qii0tiedi  the  resoIaftWn  t)Ftln»>h(HJM  of  Idfdft,  in  1701,  im-J 
Jifk)Btood<.to;b«  4lffa«ii  up  hy  Lord  SomDra,  in  wMdi  tfhtf 
rigibl  of  cmatiiig  new  privil^»ei  by  cifber  bratieWctf  the 
legfthtaro  wascoAdeinfiad.  It  did  not  go  ..to  tke  lordb' 
JQtifiiak  to  find  the  privileges  of  the  common^;  biliitittft 
mrdil  to  Me  what  tkeir  epinioM  were  at  tlwt  tmie ;  and  thehr 
ide«ifiioQ.lie  thought  iivould  be  faond  correct*    Oanrlmt^ 

froaiwl  was  tbe  mweff  daimed  I    U  mt^ht  be  said  of  tlie 
Otts^of  iotda,  that  ft  was  a  judicial  courf^  birt  thai  would  • 
im/li/h;  for  thcj  claimed  this  power  in  their  legistatife  as  ■ 
well/.  aaJn  their  judicial  capacity*    The  commons*  houso* 
cMid  only  claim  in  Ihetrfofmercapnciiy;  and  ifbotb  tiiese 
bntiches  so  claimed  it,  why  might  not  the  othertT8a<^b9' 
naoKsIy,  the  hiog'?  Were  the  two  faooees  to  hare  a  stronger  ^ 
dclence  .thaa Hm  crown?     Tlicy  had  alraacW  the  same^' 
power  toKOfder  proeccotiona  as;  the  crown  hlicf;  and  why  ^ 
shooMifthey  widi  fei  a  greater  ^millnMrfly  than  for  the  re- 
iHOaal  of  obsf rnctiofis,  under  whidt  hend^  he  thmight  the  ' 
case  wfaich  kd  Jo  the  dtscnssioadid  not  iall'^    The  right 
honoukaUe  gentleinttti  hadeaid^ihatTtbe  right  was  founded 
on  JiM¥^  and  e^escised  as  long  back  as  oocasion  bad  cAlU 
edlbs  th&  exercise  of  ii^,  and  se^  tbe 'hoitse  were  todefetw 
m^tie  the  law,   bv  a  long  and  tiadispvted  exercise.    He  ', 
went  further^  and  said  it  had  been  eserdted  ever  since* 
libels  .wear  written.    Thiid  the  noble  lord  denied.    They 
might. hareibecn  written  ever  since  the  art  oF  printing  had 
bmi  discovered ;  hot  it  was  long  after  that  gieat  discovery  ' 
b^m  they  coidd  find  a  *  record  of  such  power  beti)g  "^ 
exeicieed*    The  first  record  was  of  the  casdotHaH,  4n  the- 
reigti  of  Kliaabeth.    In  the  case  of  Brass  Crosby^  tfae-^I^bvd  < 
-Mnoiice,  and>  Alderman  OUver,  members  of  *  pa[f liament,  tiie  "^ 
houM  oommitted  them  bd(h»  and  the.  court  refii^  their  "- 
applioalibh.    But  when  it  was  said  that  the  confinedpartyA 
had  his  right  to  bis  habeiia  corpus,  it  meant  nothing,^  if  it  r. 
were  nlso  contended  that  he  coukl  iiot  Irnve  the  meritk  ^  -^ 
hi$ca0e4trguad  before  tb0  courts  of  law.  l^aa  it,' indeed,  to )  ^ 
be  deemed  sound  law  that  the  lnw  of  phrliamelit'siQold  boo 
undufincd  and  unknown' to  ^aUexcept  ta  phriihrnisint  iwen  Bp 
Theihooae  wosdd  recolfeot  that  they  attempted  ip  vain  io/ 
commit  Wiiliea.     In  the  year.  168(/|  there  waa«  t^rkarlc*.  ^ 
al)te:  instance  rof  the  saccess^*  th^.eaerciie  of  this  pehvek^.  ' 
Tha.ho.nse  at  thai  ihn*  rated  many  kbek|  and  GOTimxkled:. 
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one  Coleman  *of  Devonshire*  They  found  they  were.niis* 
taken  in  the  man,  and  then  took  the  right  man,  one  Sto^l, 
who  inesbted ;  and  in  this  dilemma  they  hit  upon  the  ex^ 
pedient  of  volln/r  him  sick,  and  adjourned. the  business  to 
a  distant  day,  ^Iiich  never  came.  Crosby  and  Oliver's  of^ 
i^nce  was  the  release  of  a  printer.  Wilkes  refusing  to  at* 
tend,  the  bouse  ndjoiirned  till  Friday,  though  his  attend- 
ance was  ordered  for  Thursday,  and  so  the  house  got  rid 
of  that  business.  The  rij^^ht  honourable  gentleman  bad 
given  up  the  point  of  the  old  law  of  the  country,  lie  could 
do  nothing  against  Magna  Charta.  ^^  NuUus  liber  homo 
capiiitur,  veIimprisonetur,uisi  per  legale  judicium  parium 
suoruiDj  vel  per  legem  terras."  He  found  only  two  cases 
of  resistance  (p  this  assumed  power,  and  in  both  those 
cases,  the  roisting  parties  were  successful ;  and  this,  bo 
thought,  should  make  the  house  at  least  cautious  in  such 
proceedings.  The  noble  lord  then  quoted  and  commented 
upon  several  mother  precedents^  and  made  varioos  argu- 
ments against  the  claims  of  the  house  to  such  a  power. 
The  noble  lord  next  adverted  to  the  case  of  the  Iientish 

Stition.  The  house  resolved  to  g6  into  a  committee  on 
r.  Culpepper^s  petition  to  be  returned  for  Maidstone : 
there  was  a. great  diversity  of  opinion  on  this  point ;  par- 
tics  ran  very  high,  and  tlie:  Committee  concluded  b^  say- 
ing, that  Mr.  Culpepper,  who  was  one  of  tlie  petitioners 
to  tbesc'andalous  Kentish  petition,  was  not  duly  returned. 
As  to  the  case  of  Crosby,  which  had  been  alluded  io^  the 
law  stated  then  by  Lord  Chief  Justice  De  Grey  was,  that 
the  court  could  not  examine  into  the  law  of  parliaments 
because  they  had  no  knowledge  of  it ;  parliaments,  he  said, 
vrere  the  only  judges  of  their  own  privileges.  It  was  the 
same  in  the  case  of  Lord  Shaftesbury  :  in  which  Mr.  tJustice 
Rainsford  held,  that  the  court  could  not  inquire  into  the 
commitment,  because  the  libel  was  charged  as  being  done 
facie  cur icBy  meaning  when  the  proceedings  of.  tbebousQ 
were  going  on.  lie  had  said  thus  much  on  what  htid  been 
argued  on  the  law  relative  to  the  suljject,.  beca^use  he 
thought  the  observations  ought  not  to  go  without  apom- 
ihent,  though  they  lx>rc  very  little  on  the  case  now  io  ques- 
tion. With,  regard  to  the  case  now  before  the  house,  he 
hoped  the  house  would  come  to  a  decision  with  a  grave 
and  sober  judgment,  and  with  sdch  feelings  as  became 
jmlges,  and  n  t  with  those,  attached  puly  to  advocates.. ' 
He  feared,  however,  that  many  came  thexa  more  imprcss<^ 
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ed  with  the  feelings  of  advocate^  thaji  those  of  ju4g9S» 

The  honourtTble  morer  had  said  on  a  former  occasion,  h^ 

wished  to  check  the  proceedings  of  Sir  Franeis  Burdett^ 

a  second  had  said,  it  was  time  to  repress  tlie  spirit  of  jaco* 

bihism  ;  a  third,  that  the  proceedings  of  Sir  F.  Burdett  had 

been  very  long  known!;  Iiow  any  of  these  things  were  at  all 

connected  with  the  subject  then  before  the  house  be  knew 

not ;    and  particularly  what  the  honourable  gentlemaa 

could  mean  by  the  proceedings  of  his  honourable  friend 

bein^  long  known,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  guess.     WLut  pro^ 

ceedmgs  couid  he  allude  to  i    He  hoped,  however,  sucll 

,    feelings  had  on  the  present  evening  been  left  at  home,  and 

that  tfa{^  decision  of  this  night  would  l)c  founded  pn  justice 

and  on  reason.  It  was  said  by  the  resolution,  that  the  letter 

was  a  scandalous  libel  on  the  privileges  of  the  bouse  ;  he^ 

for  his  own  part,  did  not  think  it  was  a  scandalous  libel^- 

Md  assuch^hould  m6veas  aji  amendment,  that  the  order 

of  the  dky  be  now  read- 

JLord  Binning  said,  lie  did  not  think  it  possible  to  over- 
state the  importance  of  the  paper  then  under  the  consi* 
deration  of  the  house,  because  it  attacked,  in  the  roost 
groiss  and  violent  manner,  the  just  priyileges  of  that  house, 
"without  a  due  regard  and  respect  for  which  they  must 
soon  sink  into  insignificance;  because  the  pre^nt  were 
not  ordinary  times,  nor  was  the  honourable  baronet,  who- 
was  the  author  of  it,  an  ordinary  man.     The  honourable 
"    baron^had,  for  a  length  of  time,  in  furtherance  and  sup^ 
port  of  his  favourite  child^^a  reform  in  the  representation 
of  the  house  of  commons — lakcn  ercrjr  opportunity  to 
blafcken  the  character  of  the  house.    From  time  to  time 
the  house  had  heard  that  they  had  not  a  leg  (o  stand  on ; 
and  in. the  course  of  the  last  session  he  had  said,  that  the 
only  place  in  which  the  people  of  England  werd  treated 
with  contempt  was  in  the  house*  of  commons.    Some  per^ 
sons  had^  i^  extenuation  of  many  passages  in  this  paper, 
said,  that  they  were  nonsense;  he  had  no  inclination  or  in« 
tention  to  deny  the  truth  of  the  observation ;  but  that  in 
Lis  mind,  niade  very  little  difference.    Certain  facts  stated 
in  a  certain  way,  might  be  equally  mischievous  in  their 
tendency  and  effect,  whether  done  nonsensically  or  with, 
ability ;  and  if  the  house  wished  thcir^i^rrvjleges  should 
not  be  trampled  under  foot,  it  was  high  time  to  assert 
them.     The  noble  lord  had  said  a^reat  deal  on  the  word> 
lesisl— bat  that  it  meant  only  humUe  petitions.    He  was. 
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howeret^  of  »  diffefeitt  optnipn^  for  when  tfab  vord 

tobecoupkd  with  ami  applied  to  particular  paoageaof 
the  koaourabie  barooei^s  letUsr  to  his  coastilnmlsy  it  awald 
.  appear  to mcaa a r»isianoe  much  more fbroibleand ener» 
vcUc,  and  vital  w  as  meant  to  lead  to  rerj  difiisrait  aMiHa 
.than  those  oCbumble  pd  it  iocs.  The  hoooondile  baraaeC 
sa|rt«  the  dechioii  of  the  house  of  conunons  is  ^realer  than 
Ihelawof  tbelaod.    He  says  also,  .  i 

<^  It  is  therefore  now  time  to  resist  the  doctriae  upon 
which  Mr.  Jones  has  been  sent  to  JSewgprte ; .  or  «1  is  hif  h 
time  to  cease  all  pretensioni  to  those  liberties  which  wcro 
•(cquircd  bj  our  forefathers,  after  so  manj  struggles  aad 
so  jaaoy  sacrifices.'*    ^^  Either  the  hoaso  tol  oomqsoM  ia 
yathorized  to  dispeose  witli  the  lavs  of  the  laod,  or  ii-ia 
liot.    If  the  constitution  be  of  so  delicate  a  teatiHttf  iso 
weak  a  frame,  so  fragile  a  substance,  that  it  is  to  be  oaly 
spoken  of  in  terms  of  admiration,  and  tobo  Tiewad  maadf 
•s  a  piece  of  curious  but  unprofitable  workmanship;  if 
V^goa  Charta,  and  all  the  wholesome  laws:  t>f  £i^)aad 
k»e  a  dead  letter ;  in  that  case,  the  ai&noativia  of  the  ygo* 
position  maj^  .be  admitted  ;  but  if  iha  oonstitntion  Imm^ 
and  is  applicable  to  its  ends-^nameljr,  the  hai^iaessiiof 
the  community,  tlie  perfect  security  of  the  lUe^  libeity, 
and  jKoperty  of  cacli  member,  and  of  all  the  jneoihew  of 
Ihospckty,  then  the  affirmative  of  the  piopoiitiM  oan 
never  be  udmittcdT-then  must  wc  be  freemen,  fisr  we  need 
no  better. srcurity^  no  mjorc  powerful  protection  for  ear 
rights  and  liberties,  than  the  laws  andoeastitution*    To 
these  bwft  we  bare  a  right  to  look  wilh  confidence  feir  se« 
curity--^to  these  Inws  the  individual  now  imprisoned  has 
tlirottgh  me  applied  for  redrem  in  vain.    Tbosa  who  hate 
imprisoned  him  have  refused  to  listen  to  aiy  voice,  wmUy 
expressing;  the  strong  principles  of  the  Jaw,  the  nnclenivbie 
claim  oi  this  Englishman'iB  *  birth-righi.*    Yom  voice 
n»av  come  with  more  force,  may  command  greater  respect, 
aiicf,  I  am  not  Ivithout  hope,  that  it  may  prove  irrvsk* 
tible,  if  it  proclaim  to  this  house  of  commons,  as  ifae 
ipHgueaof  our  ancestors  proclaimed  to  the  kingS'Of  old, 
*  ^vUitnus  U^e$  Anglim  myturey*  or  in  more  olair  tand 
not  .Ie«H  forcihic  languid, '  the  laws  of  £itghind  sIraH'aqI 
.be  eUanged."  . 

These  passages,  he  must  omlend,  meant «  nsi^liiMe 
far  beyond  the  noble  fead^s  eliplanation  of  humble *fMti^ 
tions^.   The  hitaMiable  barof^  had  ^toaC'wiilk  -9^^^ 
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■'-'4lie  hoofcfe'  had  no'  poW  to  cotomit ;  there  vas,  he  said> 
•/: no- period  irt*  ifee 'history*  of  the  country  in  ^hich  tlie 
'-lious€f  had  not  enjoyed  and  exercised  that- right,  thbngh 

•  lie  (Confessed  ItHiad  Always  been  exercised  witli  thegreHttet 
"leniency.  His  lordship  then  adverted  to  the  comml})al 
'  pf  the  mefl9eni>t!^r'  of  the  house  by  the  lotd  mayor  in  ff  71, 
^'  In  UmiC 'case  the  houtfe  ordered  Wilkes  fo^ttend^  hilt  lie 

refused  to  do  80,  nnless  they  sent  for  him  hs  fneraher  for 

"jtftddlescic.    Hewasorder^  i6  attend  on  the  Slh/and 

4teiy  afterwards  adjourned  to  the  9th,  because,  for  V^a- 

sons' best' known  to  themseWes^  they  did  not  then  ch6ds6 

•  to  enter  into  n  controversy  with  him.  (A  laugh).     In  fhc 
-ca^^  WocKlfftlf,  wholiad  published  a  libel  airatnst  the 

•  Speaker,  Wood  fall  was  sent  for^  and  gSLVt  up  the'anfbor^ 

•  John  Home..   Home  was  then  sent  for,  bot  having  mote 
wit  «l)Out  him  thttq  many  other  men,  be  desired  to  lie  in« 

«  £Mrmed  whether  he  ^as^nt  for  as  a  witness^  or  on  a  charg^. 
^Ue.^stoldth^e>as  a  charge  against  him,  ^nd  he  ap« 
^fMMi«d.    He  e&cnpM,  however,  dny  further  notice,  be- 
vOaiiie'%iO'Cliai]g;e  CQtM  be  made  ont  against  him.    His 
lordship  saidv  ft  wonM  be  an  abuse  of  the  time  of  the 
hoifier'ifr  waste  more 'of  it,  by  endeavouring  to  shew  that 
^iJiispaperwas  a  gross  and  scandalous  litel  on  its  cha« 
ractcv^  MiA'H  breach  of  Hs  privileges;  the  manner  in 
which  tile  kotiourablc  baronet  had  mentioned  the  Bpesfter*s 
:.warmt  would  be  conclusive  on  the  subject.    '^^  Let  this 
■  iofttrumeAti  tbid  tiling  m  genisrisy  be  eontrasted  with  the 
: description  above  given,  of  the  properties  of  a  lawfAi 
warnliit.    Does  it  not  evidently  appear  that  this  piece  of 
.  unsealed  paper,  signed  by  the  Speaker,  by  which  an  un- 
tried snbject  has  been  ou(iawed|  bears  no  feature  of  le* 
gality?  And  tfiat  from  the  commencement  of  this  pro- 
ceeding, in  its  progress  and  to  its  contlusion,  there  is 
not  one  single-  step  that  has  not  been  marked  with  disre* 
ape^t'for  the  law^^a  disrespect  in  which  all  the  parts 
kave  been  wonderfully  consistent  throughout,  in  constitut- 
ing the  moat  nnlawfuVact  the  mind  of  man  can  possibly 
.  coacetve.''  .  There  wa»  another  passage  t-^^*  Then,agahi, 
.as.to the  kind  of  punishment.     If  they, have  the  absolute 
power  ot  imprisoning  and^  rdeatfing,  why  may  they  not 
send  their  prisoners  to  York  gaol  as  to  one  in  London  ? 
'Why  not  .confine  men  in  solitary  ^n»,  or  load  them  witii 
chainaand  i^olts  ?  They  have  not  gone  these  lehgtbs  yci; 
bnt  what  is  there  to  reairain  them,  if  they  tiVe  tt)  ite  thesdte 
Vol.  11.— 1810.  Z  t 
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^ud^  of  ihe  extent  of  their  t)Owers ;  and  if  they  are  1o 
exercise  those  powers  wittioiit  any  controul,  and  witboot 
leaving  the  parlies  whom  they  choose  to  punfsh,  a«iy 
inbde  of  appeal,  any  means  of  redress  ?'*  There  wis 
xllso  a  passage  in  which  the  honourable  baronet  spoke  of 
that  house  as  being  the  lower  or  inferior  branch  of  the  le« 
gislatnre : — **  They  (the  house)  have  become  the  pro- 
prietors, by  burgage  tenure,  of  the  Whole  representalion  ; 
and  in  that»capacity,  inflated  with  their  high  blown,  fan- 
ciful ideas  of  majesty,  and  tricked  Out  in  the  trapping 
of 'royalty,  think  privilege  and  protection  beneath  their 
dignity,  assume  the  sword  of  prerogative,  and  lord  it 
equallv  over  the  king  artd  the  -people."  His  lordship 
said,  he  did  not  know  the  meaning  of  it ;  bnt  it  was  cer- 
tainly very  great  abuse  of  the  house  Of  commons.  The 
honourable  baronet  had  been  pleased  to  refi*r  to  the  RA- 
,  roan  satirist,  who,  when  hshirtg  the  vices  of  a  corrupt 
country,  part icidariy  upbraids  the  absence  of  feeling  |re* 
herallycxhibited*fbrthe  suflbringsof  smjdl  men  inhamMe 
stations.  The  poor  man  may  lose  his  goods  and  M.  his 
effects.  Should  his  house  bt;  bufhied  to  the  ground^  no  one 
troubles  himself  about  it ;  but  if  mii^foHnne  toiiebes  the 
^reat,  then  all  partake  of  the  general  ^rrow. 

*•  Magna  Arturii  occiait  donius,  &c. 

•*  Tunc  gpmimin?  casus  ttrbis ;  tunc  odinlas  ignem.*' 

*•  Poor  Codnis  excites  no  sympathy:" 

ThU  (said  Lord  Binning)  is  afi  insinuation  the  bouse 
^as  never  deserved.  He  had  nOt  heaid,  nor  could  con- 
ceive, that  the  house  etisr  oppressiHl  a  poor  man.  fle  ciwld 
conceive  Ti  poor  man  committing  a  gross  and  scandalous 
libel  on  the  house,  and  also  a  powerful  man  who  c<>ukl 
write  a  strll  more  scandalous  libel  in  defence  of  him  ; 
and  as  the  honourable  baronet  had  in  the  house  admitted 
that  libel  to'be  his,'hc  thought  it  high  time  for  tliehdnse 
to  assert  its  privileges,  and  he  should  therefore  vole  for 
the  resolutions. 

Sir  S(X)7iU€t  if omi/^  observed,  ihat  when  thi*  IpiestfoQ 
was  before  under  consideration  of  the  house,  he  ftU  it  to 
be  his  diityto  impress  tipon  it  the  necessity  of  allowing 
time  ibr. the  fullest  deliberation  of  so  important  a  suhjeiel. 
8ihre  tfiat  period  he  had  given  it  all  theattehtiow'witbin 
liis*  power  r  yet  after  all  the  'considertition  .that  he  be- 
stowed onit,  he  must  say;  that  if  it  was  true,  as  h^d'been 
stated  hy  gentletnen  oppteife^  that  hie  was  (he  only  per* 


sdft  wbo^nt^rtainod  doubk;  ofjbose  doubts  1^.  ifas  ooj^ 
mhamed.  {HtoTf  hear  !)  He  had  now  (o  con/s^iutul^te  thp 
iKNise  upon  the  disposition '  (hait  waa  manifest^  to  meet 
tbe  discttssion  with  (bat  temper  and  deiibeiatipo  suited  to. 
its  importapce.    He  congratulated  it  umh  tl^e  change 
whioh  had  taken-  place  in  its  tone  and  f^elit^  upf)^  tbis, 
question.     They  bad  not  that  night  heard  of  carrying  it 
wi|th  acoUmation.     There  was  happily  a  ce^Jsa^Lpn  to  t^ose* 
'  varn>,  indignant,  and  intemperate  enu>tionS|  under  the 
influeooe  of  which  many  were  disposed  on  the  foripci:  oc-  . 
CBston  io  precipitate  tlie  decision,    Tbe  result  of  such  a 
■satisfactory  change  must  be,  that  though  the  decisionto    . 
whith  the  .house  would  vkoyi  coijuC)  should  be  toe  same  aeci- 
siQn  as  it  would  have  pronouni^  upou  the  former  nigh^ 
still  it  was' impossible,  but  (hat the  house  mus^  declare  its 
deteroiination,  in  a  manner  much  more  creditable  to  itself, 
as  ^relt  as  more  calculated  to  ftcquire  that  respect  froii;i  the 
peoples  which,  upon  ^Si2^y  priaciple^  wag  alwi^s  to  ))e 
desired.'  In  taking  into  its  consideration  tike  nature  oi  t^e  - 
publication  compbined  ofy  the  ^puse  bad  two  q^iestioqs 
to  discuss :  First,  whether  it  was  a  libel,  and,  noxt,  who* 
tiser  it  was  expedient  to  acqi^iesce  in  the  resolutions  pro- 
posed.    For  bis  oiyn  part  he  wais  frpe  to  admit,  ttif t  he 
still  entertained  doubts ;  first,  whether  this  publici^tion  was 
n  libel ;  and  nex^  that  it  entrenched  uppn  the  privileges 
of  that  house.    In  .order  fairly  to  con^idier  tb^  full  beajr- 
iiig  of  tbe  question,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  review 
it,  fi^m  (be  yery  circumstance  in  which  it  orig,ina.ted^  to 
tbe  motions-  now  proposed.    Such  a  course  wi^  absolutely 
necessary  before  they  could  pronounce  against  the  pre« 
sent  publicatioR.    The  honourabte  baronet  who  was  tbp 
author  of  it  had  complained  of  a  proceeding  of  that  hquse 
against  a  subject  of  thesie  realou  as,  Jn  ^is  qpinioa,  highl^ 
illi^al.     Another  honourable  roembeir  of  the  bourse,  i  in* 
digoaiit  at  such  complaint,  has  submit^d  certaii^  FiS^olu^ 
tions,  declaring  the  conduct  of  the  honourable  baroffet  a 
across  and  scapdalons  offeiice*    The  house,  t^qre^oe,  be<* 
£ire  it  could  pronounco  upon  the  present  mpert  99|i9(}^ 
Qware  tiiat  it  could  not^  witlioult  a  strange  departure  ffoni 
justke,  do  so,  without  copsidpring  .the  nature  of  the  oth^i^ 
^ase,  namely^  its  vigjit  to  commit  Mr*  Jones.    Whatevec 
impression,  4he£efore,some  expressions  ia  tbe  publicatipn 
of  the  honourably  barooet  may  pjobably  make,  if  in  iho 
iMin  riew  of  the  orjgini^  guesti«>%.  tliat  wai»  the  impriApnir 
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iilentof  Mr.'JoiiPS,  lie  (Sir  Francis)  8boQii]'4urn'<;iiit  »to 
be  rigbft,  biiiMj  sQcli  a  cofvcluiion  must  have  i.1ie  rffift3t>af 
mitigatinf?  the  impropriety  of  any  strong  or  nffrnslvc  ofti? 
l»nmtions into  whtcK,  maTguingmichasermimsuhjfct^^the 
Bit>nouritWe  baronet  may  be Iccl.  (Itearyiiear\)  Uponrlhftt 
iWiginal   question,  namely,  the.  ri^rt  o^  this  >hoi]fiQ'<v 
commit  for  libels,  reflecting  mion  its  proccedinsr^i)  he  (Sir 
£amtrel)  wotrid  proceed  vith  grnat  justice  and  candoiin  to 
elate  ttie  doubls  fae  entertained  of  the  legalfiy  of  its  ex^* 
crisc.     Perhaps  it  would  be  a  more  appropriate  etrpresaion 
to  say,  that  he  doubted  its  justifiablen*'ss,  the  term  illegal 
hot  being  properly  applicable  'td  a  body  which  was  not 
under  the  controul  of  Uny  superior  jurisdiction.     Wliat? 
ever,   therefore,  mwe  its  ac(i — ^^whateyer  view  it  inter- 
preted its  privileges,  he  waf  cpnvinced  that  if  even  it 
proceeded  m  error,  that  error  could  alope  bo  remedied  in 
that  House.     The  very  extent  of  such  a  power  should,  of 
.itself,  advise  the  most  scrupulous  forbearance  in  carrying: 
info  practice  privileges  dependent  upon  very  diibibns 
grounds  for  support.     With  respect  to  the  right  of  com- 
itiitting  for  a  libel^  therefore,  it  wonld  ill  beoome  him, 
knof^'ing  that  the  bouse  so  lately  decided  differentlv,  t6 
give  his  opinion  without  some  diffidence.     Had  not  tbat 
case  been  so  prominently  before  him,  he  would  hot  linilt  ' 
his  expression  to  Ihe  term  doubt,  but  would  at  once  say, 
tbat  he  thought  the  commitment  for  a  Iibd«  reflecting 
\ipon  the  past  proceedings  of  that  house,  was  uujiisti6ab}e. 
when,  therefore,  such  an  opinion  w^ib  entertaineid  by 
any  part  of  that  house  or  of  the  country,  it  was  to  be  ro- 
collected  that  there  was  at  present  a  person  su:fiering  under 
Ihe  exercise  of  the  disputed  right^  and  therefore  it  be- 
came a  duty  particularly  to  review  the  merits  of  that  in* 
dividnaPs  case.     Taking  for  granted,  indeed,  it  lias  not 
been  denied,  il^at  the  warrant  under  which  Mr.Joqes 
was  committed,  was  strictly  copied  in  the  publication  of 
the  Hehoorable  baronet,  that  warrant  set  forth  two  of- 
fences;— first,  a  scandalous  and  libellons  atlack  upon  the 
conduct  and  character  of  that  house;  and,  socondlyi  a 
aimilar  o^ence  against  the   character  and  conduct  of 
9dtne  particular  members.    With  re^^eet  to  the  first  bead 
6f  offence,  although  he  looked  with  the  most  inquisitive 
attention  to  the  publication  for  which  Mr.  Jones  was  cbm- 
miUed,  lie  must  contend,  that  in  such  paper  there  .was  not 
fft  singl^  expression  reflecting  upon  the  conduct  and  cha^ 
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Mcterof  lbtt'boosi&.  It  most  ceilamly  ooinf^Uited  of  llm 
conduct  of  two  members  of  that  house,  and  in  nt^hing 
them  the' subject  of  a  discussion'  in  a  debating' A^emlr^ 
puttin«f'tbern  o»  their  trial  before  persons  ivba:  bod  |>q{4 
thdr  skiUing  for  admission,  and  subjectinji*  them'  to.be  ar^ 
signed  ^bj  those  who  gratnitousiy  displayed-  tlietr  «1»- 
qnence  in  the>  accosation  of  suchcliaf^eforsi  Hvnsr.vjery 
reprebenaible;  but  still  it  could  not^be<  e<!^n9tviied  into  it 
lifael  against  the  chaittcter  of  that  house.  For  wbftt  irere 
the  words  of  Mr.  Jones'9  publication  ?  1  ^r. 
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WINDHAM  AND  YORKE*  ; 

•  BRiTiSII  MRUM,  3S,  BEDPOBD-'STREET^,COVENT-G'AlinBlr, 
*  MONDAY,   FEB.  19,   *810.  '   . 

Question  : — Which  was  a  greater  outrage  upon'  the  pub- 
lic fccliiiff,  Mr.  Yorke's  enforceraeril  of  the  standing  order 
tocicluJe'stran^ers  ftrom  the  house  of  commons,  or  Mr. 
AfVirulham's  recent  attack  upon  the  liberly  of  the  press  ? 
iThe  s^ravainen  of  the  complaint  was  fcJr  enforcing  the 
staled mg  order  for  exclusion.'  Such  enforcement  was  the 
acCofXfte  individual  hnd'not  of  the  hoxxs^i^,' (^Murmurs  from 
ihemmteridl  bench^^  the  nriaiine'r  of  the  gentle- 

;mep  9Pposite3  he  pfcrceived,  that,<hey  did  not  concur  in 
ifs'inicrcnce,  '  He.  however^  fdt  coiivincW  that  his  ob* 
se^vation  was  justified  by  the  understood  practice  of  that 
house.' .  lie  was  fortified  in  that  opinion  by  the  authority 
o^  the  chair^  when  on  a  recent  occasion  (the  discussion  of 
the  bye-law  of  l.iricoInVinhJI/  it  wa^  communicated  to  a 
i^jght  honourable  friend  of  Ills  (Mr.  Windham^  tfiat  the 

Sropriety^  of  enforcing  if  could  not  become  a  question  of 
iebate.     The  only  point  in  which  the  house  gave  its  con- 
]  iutrcnce^  of  was  at  all  consuUed,  was  upon  the  first  day  of 
the  sessions,  when  it  agrcccf  to  the  standing  order.     But 
the  succeeding  paragraph  of  the  paper  fully,  proved,  that 
In  the  conCemplatiou  of  the  author,  the  censure  expressed 
tfid  by  no  means  npply  fo  the  house  but  to  the  individual 
/n(!mber.     That  paragraph  waLs  as  follows  :       ' 
*      *^  Lisf  Monclay,  after  an  interesting  dWciiss^dnj  It  was 
'  unai>imously  deciVled,  that  the  enforcement  of  the  stand- 
^*ing  order,  by  shutting  out  strangei-s  from  the  gallery'  of 
'  (he  house  of  commons,  ought  to  be  censured  as  an  insi- 
.  flious  and  ill-armed  attack  upon  the  liberty  of  (he  press, 
'  OS  (ending  to  aggravate  the  discoijtents  of  the  people,  and 
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to  render  their  vepretentotivcB  objects  of  jealovs  aittpt* 


eion.*' 


Observe,  then,  how  oarefullj,  and  in  wbal  a  jeaIoi» 
munncr  the  opinion  which  the  sentence  went  to  con^y^  i^ 
expressed.  (Hear,  hear!  from  the  minisleral  benches i} 
"Why  was  \i  so  guarded  ;  only  to  prove  (hat  its  censure 
wcttt  to  afi^'ct-the  indtvidoal  members,  and  was  not  at  all 
intended  to  apply  to  the  character  or  conduct  of  that  house. 
MoreoTefj  it  wa&evident,  -that  the  censure  was  not  leVeU 
led  at  the  order  of  that  house.  No  suck  intention  could  be 
supposed.  The  atLick  was  made  upon  its  enforcement 
at  that  most  particular  moment  when  the  public  mind  was 
Tigihintly  directed  to  the  proceedings  of  parliament ;  and 
as  that  enforcement  couhl  pn\y  be  theaotof  an  individual, 
it  was  im^possible  to  say  that  in  the  publication  there  was  a 
single  syllable  affecting  the  character  of  the  house,  unless 
it  was  attempted  to  be  held  that  its  character  w<i5  commit- 
ted with  the  conduct  and  character  of  every  individual 
member.  Though  such  was  his  sincere  conviction  upon 
that  part  of  the  case,  he  trusted  that  no  person  would  con* 
sider  him  as  in'  any  degree  justifying  tne  nature  of  this 
attack  upon  thesi  two  honourable  members  (Messit.  Ybrke 
and  Windham).  .  He  would  go  further,  and  state  his  opi- 
nion, that  such  a  publication  amounted  to  a  libel  against 
the  individuals  mentioned,  and  inasmuch  as  it  imputed  by 
inuendo  very  improper  motives  to  their  conduct.  But' 
then,  in  reverting  to  the  warrant  nnder  which  Mr.  Jones 
was  confined,  it  would  be  found,  that  though  one  branch 
of  his  offence  wa«  stated  to  consist  in  libelling  the  conduct 
and  character  of  particular  members,  still  it  was  not  spe-* 
ciffed  that  it  uas  tor  conduct  pursued  by  them  within  that 
house.  Next,  with  respect  to  the  remedy  which  a  person 
so  committed  possessed.  Although  it  was  true^  as  in  the 
case  of  Alderman  Crosby,  that  the  courts  below  would  not 
interfere,  upon  the  ground  that  they  knew  nothing  about 
the  privileges  of  parliament ;  yet,  if  such  was  specified 
In  the  warrant  of  coinmitmeht,  what  those  privileges  were, 
and  in  what  their  alledged  violation  constated,  was  it  not 
reasonable  io  presume  that  the  individual  might  be  relievetV 
by  habeas  corpus  ?  Suppose,  Tor  instance,  tnat  a  nsKin  was 
committed  by  the  house  for  saying,  that  bi^nk  notes  had 
depreciated  in  value,  and  that  they  bad  chosen  to  declare 
it  a  breach  of  privilege.  Would  it  be  maintained  that 
such  a  p^son  would  not  be  relieved  by  habeas  corpus* 
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Indeed,  from  every -vJeW  which  be  was  able  to  fake  of  the 
question,  he  could  not  restrict  himself  to  say,  that  he 
merely  doubted,^  but  must  avow  that  he  entertained  very 
strong  doubts  of  tht  flower  of  that  house  to  commit  for 
libek  affecting  its  past  proceeding.    He,  at  the  samel 
timcf,*  fully  admitted  tlmt  such  a  right  Was  possessed  br 
them,  in  order  to  punish  ajl  breaches  of  privilege  which 
went  to  obstruct  the  performance  of  their  many  sacred  and 
important  duties.    Such  obstructions  must  not  operate  in 
an  indirect  way,  tliey  must  at  once  tend  to  produce  that 
with  which  they  were  charged.     There  were  numerous 
'  cases  wher0  the  autliority  of  the  house  would  be  debarred, 
unless  it  had  tbc-power  to  prevent  these  direct  impediments  . 
to  the  exercise  of  itsduties.     Such  wcre-lhd  refusal  of  wit- 
nesses to  attend,  or  answer  interrogatories  put  to  them. 
Siich  were  all  attempts  to  intimidate  members  in  the  votes 
they  shouldgive:   Unless  the  bous6  bad,  in  such  cases,' the 
power  of  proceeding  by  the  summary  way  of  commitment 
for  contempt,  there  could  be  no  unbiassed  decision.     The 
power  of  commitment  for  censuring  was  far  different  in  its 
nature  and  consequences.    Is  was  iii  contradiction  to  the 
most  Kacred  and  important  principles  of  positive  law.     It 
confonnded  in  the  same  tribunal  tne  discordant  characters 
•f  party — accuser  and  judge.    It  deprived  the  accused  of 
that,  which  every  legal  jurisdiction  secured  to  him  the 
power  of  being  heant  in  his  own  defence.  (Hear^hear!) 
It  went  io  decide  upon  the  conduct  of  the  accused  without 
suffering  him  to  state  his  own  construction  ;  and  in  his  ab- 
sence, the  judges  who  were  to  decide,  were  each  engaged 
in  putting  an  aggravated  interpretation  upon  his  meaning. 
He  who  must  best  know  what  be  himselt  meant,  was  re« 
fused  to  be  heard,  and  the'constrrlction  of  those  who  were 
Ignorant  of  his  motives  and  meaning  was  to  be  substituted. 
"Was  there,  he  would  ask,  one  judge  in  the  courts  below 
who'would  deny  to  an  individual  thus  situated  the  right  of 
being  heard  in  his  own  defence^  or  in  the  denial  of  such  a 
right,  would  venture  to  adopt  his  own  construction  of  the 
conduct  of  the  accusedi  Let  the  house  pause,  and  reflect 
upon  the  course-it  was  now  adopting!  Ijet  it  recollect  that 
it  was  proceeding  against  the  honourable  baronet  without 
having  examined  a  single  witness,  without  the  power  of 
examining  upon  oath,  as  judges  of  the  law  and  of  the  fact, 
and  without  that  power  of  appeal  being  allowed,   which 
'the  accused  ia  all  the  ordinary  courts  of  justice  possess. 
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{Hear J  hear!)  But  eveii,  allowing  that  in  very  extraor- 
dinary cases  this  power  should  be  vested  in  the  house  of 
commons,  still  he  would  contend  thai  where  the  necessity 
ceased,  there  the  privilege  ceased  also.  In  (he  case  of 
Mr.  Alderman  Crosby,  wliat  was  the  language  of  Cbief 
Justice  DeGrcy  ?  He  argued  that  such  a  powi?r  was  legal 
because  it  was  necessary.  Was  it  n&t  ihcn  strictly  jus- 
tifiable in  him  to  assume  the  converse  of  tliat  proposition ; 
namely,  that,  when  it  is  not  necessary  according  to  the  in- 
terpretation of  that  judge,  it  was  not  legal  ?  Where  then 
Tvas  the  necessity  for  putting  into  practice  a  disputed  privi- 
lege for  an  alleged  offence^  cognizable  by  the  courts  of  hw  ? 
e  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  tbnncr  night  of  this 
discussion,  hnd  stated  that  the  powers  of  that  bouse  were 
not  to  be  circumscribed  by  the  exact  and  artificial  rules 
of  evidence,  observed  in  courts  of  subordinate  jurisdiction. 
The  rules  upon  which  he  (Sir  Samuel)  conceived  that  house 
-were  bound  to  regulate  their  decisions,  were  comprehend- 
ed witl^iiii  no  such  definition.  They  were  rules  above  theiti 
and  all  courts  w ha tsoever^  by  which,  from  the  &lUbilLty% 
of  human  nature,  all  its  tribunals  should  be  governed. — 
The  Being  that  had  the  power  to  dispense  with  them 
-was  fur  above  us,  uninfluenced  by  the  prejudices  of 
human  passions,  or  the  wanderings  of  human  rea;son. 
It  was  often  repeated  by  the  gentleman  opposite,  .that 
for  the  exercise  of  this  privilege  the  precedents  upon  our 
journals  were  innumeraole.  He  would  be  glad  to  know 
where  they  were  to  be  found,  iu  order  to  ascertain  \he  ana- 
logy. The  first  casein  which  this  privilege  of  commit** 
ting  for  libels  upon  past  proceedings,  and  which  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  cited  as  a  precedent  during 
the  former  debate,  took  place,  in  tKe  year  I5S0,  against 
Arthur  Hall.  It  was  indeed  rather  extraordinary  to  refer 
to  such  a  period  for  precedents,  and  not  less  to  fix  u|>on 
that  particular  case.  One  should  have  thought  that  the 
reigns  of  theTudors  were  not  the  times  best  calculated  to 
illustrate  the  sacred  security  in  which  our  ancestors  had 
held  the  privileges  of  parliament,  and  the  liberties  of  the 
pcdple.  (Hear,  heart)  One  should  have  sup^osed^  at 
least,  that  those,  now  so  tenacious  of  the  privileges  of 
.  that  house,  -would  be  slow  in  referring  to  the  reign  of  a  mo- 
narch, who  told  the  house  of  commons  not  to  trouble  itielf 
"wjth  matters  of  state;  and  wlio,  upon  another  occasion, 
dispatched  a  messenger  tothathousc^  commanding  it  not  to 
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ptdteed  fiirfti^r  in  a  publictransaction,  in  which  it  was 
enljnged.     But  reverting  to  th^  case  of  Hall — he  Was  not 

-^lone  stfntenccd  to  an  imprisonment  for  six  months,  but 
fined  COO  marks,  and  was  to  undergo  a  further  undefiiied' 
ifftprisonment,  unless  he  should  make  such  a  jretraction  ^s 

'  knifed  the  tasti?  'of  his  majcsty*s  chancellor  of  the  exch^ 
^uef,"  cofViptroller  of  the  liousehold,  and  the'two  secreta-- 
rles  of  state.     Ifthcnslich  a  proceeding  was  the  precedent 
for  that  boube  to  ^oceed  in  the  present  case,  were  the 
honourable  gen tfeihan  opposite  prepared  to  act  upon^tbe 
vihdk*  cas^,  because,  most  certainly,  if  from  such  autho- 
rity ihey  drew  the  right  to^conirait,  why  inflict  i^es,  and 
demand  retractions  suited  to  the  taste  of  hts  majesty^s  mi- 
fifsters,  under  pain  of  continued  and  unlimited  imprison* 
mint  >  If  (hi?  existence  of  precedents  was  all  that  was  want- 
ed,  he  could  refer' them  to  many — to  cases  where  tjic 
hou^  of  commons  had  adjudged  persons  for  a  breach  of 
its  privileges  to  hafd  labdur  in  jails,  to  imprisonment  for 
Kf^,  and  to  the  case  of  two  men,  who  were  placed  upon  tho 
saiVie  hors^,  with  their  faces  towards  the'tail,  thus  exhibit- 
ed' id  the  derisfpu  and  contempt  of  the  populace.    Still 
thei'e  Was  no  analogy  In'the  breaches  of  privilege  thus  pu- 
nished ahd  in  the  <ise  of  lll)cl.     Indeed,  there  was  the  au- 
thoVify  of  Mr.  Hatsell,  that  from  t  her  period  of  Hall,  until 
tile  time  of  the  lt>ng  parliament,  an  interval  of  sixty  yeats^ 
this  pQyilege  against  libel  was  not  called  i^^to  practice. 
And  it  Was  most  mistaken  langua^^e  to  call  these  cases 
]^recodents,in  the  legal  signification  in  which  that  term  was 
undtrstood.     They  ^ereiio  such — they  were  the  mereex- 
ertlses  of  authority,  and  not  the  solemn  decisions  of  a  ju- 
dlci'al  tribunal,  tipou  a  case  fully  and  temperately  argued 
and'decidcd  upon.     He  knew  very  well  that  in  the  year 
't659,  ift  the  struggles  between  that  house  and  the  house  of 
lords,   resolutions  of  a  strong  nature  were  adopted  by  the 
former.     It  was  then 

*  '  **R^olved,That  to  print  or  publish  any  books  or  libels 
tfflectlng  U4)on  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  commons, 
OT  of  any  member  thereof,  for  or  relating  in  his  service 
thffre^i^  is  a  high  violation  of  tl\e  rights^and  privileges  of 
thehouse  of  CO  •  mons." 

'Bitt  surely  it  was  not  upon  a  resolution  of  that  house 
^ttry  would  procrcd  to  invade  the  liberty  of  the  subjrct. 
*We   learned   gentleman  next  pro(*ecded   to  the   modcnrt 

^xA's^s  of  fciosby  and  Flower.     He  contended-,  thai  tbt:j 
V^oL.  II.— 18J0.  3  A 
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warn  no  authorities  for  the  present  ease.  In  ike  ibr* 
lAer  ihvre  vi^as  no  publication,  and  it  of  course  decided 
raitbiniif.  .  Neither  dtd  the  refusal  of  the  judges  prove  any 
tking:  in  support  of  such  privities;  They  refused  toin- 
terfene,  because  tbejr  urere  ignorant  of  them.  They  const* 
dered  theni  as  described  by  Sir  Edward  Coke^  as  those 
privileges  lociktd  after  by  so  many,  but  which  no  map 
cottkl  find.  That  no  judge  roukl  discharge  an  individual 
charged  in  execution  by  another  court,  and  that  it  was 
impossible  to  relieve  those  who  soi^ht  their  remedy  by 
another  law  than  that  by  which  they  were  oomoittted. 
With  respect  to  the  case  of  Flower,  the  editor  of  the  Cani^, 
bridge  newspaper,  he  was  committed  by  the  house 4)flofds; 
fqr  a  libel  on  an  individual  of  that  body  (the  Bishop  of 
Landaff),  and  ordered  to  pay  a  fine^  Was  the  lionse  in 
the  present  case  prepared  to  say,'  that  Was  an  analogous 
pieoedent  ?-^ Would  they  sav  that  they  posscbsed  therighCi 
to  fine  as  well  as  confine  ?  But  the  right  honourable  th<S 
C/bancelior  of  the  Exchequer  had  si^dVertod  to  the  opinion 
of  Lord  Kenyon,  when  an  application  was  macletotho 
dourt  of  king^s  bench,  in  behalf  of  piower,  for  a  habeaa 
Mrpus.  That  noble  lord  did  theii  think  pnoper  to  intro-t 
duce  into  the  preliminary  observa(ions  to  his  diecision,  that 
if  ever  the  time  should  come  that  any  malignant,  any  fac^ 
tious,  any  bad  roan,  should  wish  to  overturn  the  consti- 
tntioa  of  thef  country,  the  first  step  he  would  take,  he 
daresay,  woilld  be  by  attacking  the  courts  of  justice,  and! 
the  privileges  of  the  liouses  of  parliament.  (Loudcrics  of 
kear^  hear .'  from  the  minisierial  benches*)  Will  the  hon* 
^ntleman  continue  their^^lieerj^ig  when  theyiearn  that  the 
noble  judge  thought  proper  to  introduce  this  observation 
upon  the  case  of  a  man  committed,  hot  for  an  attack'upoif' 
the  pri/il^es  of  any  court  of  justice,  or  of  either  hoiise-of 
pdrltaaicnt^  but  for  a  libel  u^>on  an  individiial.  Indeed, 
whoever  reviews  those  observations  of  that  noble  lord  (Ken« 
yon),  in  which  hestated'his  refusal  to  the  application  for 
H  habeas  corpus^  caimot  consider  it  as  the  calm,  deliberate, 
sober  determination  6f  a  teamed  judge,  sitting  in  judg« 
tnent  upon  the  personal  liberty  of  a  subject.  When  the 
following  observations,  with  which  he  .included,  was 
fully  considered,  it  was  impossible  to  allow  such  a  prece* 
dent  to  have  weight  with  any  uupi^judiced  tribunal. 
^^  Having  heard  it  argued,  I  am  of  opinion  (hul  ihe  party 
^ttstbe  remanded — beyond  all  doubt,,  unless  we.wi^h  Iq 
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overset  all  thelaw  of  parlimnent  ;<^toles8  we  cfadbse  to  lend 
onr  hand  to  do  that  most  sacrilegiotis  act,  to  endeavodr  to 
OTerthrow  the  coostitotion'of  the  coantrt^  thu  person  mikHt 
be  remanded.  Tfa^t  could  only  be  considered  the  lan^^uage 
and  decision  of  one  tniember  of  that  body,  whose  commit* 
'nient  was  complained  oiP,  and  of  one  judge,  for  it  did  so  hap^' 
pen,  that  when  the  case  was  argued,  Mr.  Justice  L^wreoce 
was  absent  from  indisposition,  and  Mr.  Justice  Le  Blanc 
tot  at  Nidi  Prius,  in  Guiidhall.  It  was  upon  these  grounds 
that  he <Sir  Samuei)  etftertained  such.stron!^  doubts  of 
the  justi'Sabteness  of  that  privilege^  which  went  to  declare 
ns  libels^  all  censuipes  upon  the  past  proceedings  of  that 
hoose»  There  was  no  man  who  would  deny  Ihat  that  hous0 
ought  to  be  under  the  cootrout  of  public  opinion.  When^ 
therefore,  the  expression*  of  a  popular  and  constitutional 
jealousy  chanced  to  wander  into  libel,  the  trial  of  the  of- 
&iice  ought  to  besubmittejl  to  those  tribunal;;,  where  thos^ 
that  were  to  pronounce  the  verdict  were  neither  parties  nor 
Qccusers*  60  impressed  was  he  with  the  purity  of  such 
d'octriae,  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  at  no  remote  day^ 
to  move  for  the  liberation  trf  Mr.  Jones^  without  expect^ 
ing  him  to  present  that  kind  of  petition  which  haft 
heen  con«derra  usual  on  such  occaaiions.  Sir  Samuel  Ro* 
tnilly,  in  continuation,  observed,  that  it  could  not  reason^ 
lEibly  be  considered  as  necessary  that  a  person  committed 
should  consent  to  a  formal  abjuration  of  the  opinion  which 
b&d  given  oflfence,  before  he  was  dischai;ged.  This  wa^ 
not  tbouffht  neceaAiry  in  any  civil  court,  though'  abjuni^ 
lion  might  be  required  in  the  sphritual  courts.  Coaid  |t 
reasonably  be  requi^  that  a  man  should  consent  to  hb 
own  humiliation,  so  far  as  to  acknowledge,  for  instance, 
that  he  had  prevaricated  ?  and  here  he  alluded  to  a  case 
that  occurred  last  session  (that  of  General  Covering,  per* 
haps),  where  the  person  coqumitted  had  refused  to«  make^ 
any  such  declaration,  and  that  at  least,  in  his  opinion^ 
did  him  honour.  Such  men  might  very  po$sibly  oelieve 
themselves  innocent ;  and  whatever  the  bouse  might  induct 
them  to  declare,  thciy  could  not  makc'tbem  aher  the  opU 
jiion.  But  this  was  not  directly  to^  the  present  question*^ 
Thinking  the  author  of  the  pap^r  complained  of^right  ih 
the  main  proposition,  though  he  confessed  that  the  languag0 
appeared  to  be  in  some  parts  intemperate,  he  cpuld  not 
agiee  that  it  deserved  any  censure  at  all.  ^  Some  of  the  pas- 
sages he  tlid  not  well  understand^  Intt  faie  could  4iot  there^  * 
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fore  join  in  tlic  opinion  of  the  noble  lord  (Binning)  i»be 
o\^ncd  (hat  he  did  not  know  their  meaning,  but  still 
thought :  hey  rou&t  mean  some  abuse  of  the  house.  '( II car ^ 
h(arl)  ]f  (he  honourable  baronet  really  thought  Huit  an 
injustice  had  been  committed  in  imprisoning  a  British  sub'- 
*  j<c  ,  it  could  not  have  been  expected  Ihat  be  should  speak 
of  this  with  perfcct,calmnes8,  and  there  some  allowance 
was  to  be  made.  There  was  a  case,  which  if  it  had  been 
that  xif  an  individual,  he  would  have  cited  in  the  way  of 
an  argumentum  ad  hominem.  The  house  of  commons  in 
.  the  case  of  the  A  jle^bury  election,  in  a  paper  of  reasons 
drawn  up  by  a  committee,  agreed  to  by  the  house,  and  scn^ 
up  to  the  lords,  had  used  language  much  more  violent  to  the 
houseof  lords  ihan  any  that  bad  been  usetl  respecting  thcm« 
selves  in  the  publication  now  complained  of.  He  read  an 
'extract  from  the  paper,  which  was, in  substance — ^Mhat 
the  house  of  commons  did  not  wonder  that  tlieir  lordships, 
after  the  encroachments  which  they  had  made  upon  the 
constitution,  now  wished  to  overturn  the  whole  frame  /if 
it;  that  the  house  found  that  under  the  specious  pretext 
of  a  regard  to  public  freedom,  their  lordships  endeavour- 
ed to  draw  the  determination  of  liberty  and  property  into 
the  bottomless  and  insatiable  gulph  of  their  own  privileges, 
which  (ended  to  swallow  up  the  rights  of  botli  crown  and 
people/'  He  asked  whether  there  was  any  thing  in  the 
publication  new  con^plained  of  equal  to  the  violence  of 
this  language  ?  If  a  private  person  had  made  use  of  the 
language  he  had  just  quoted,  it  might  have  Ixjen  justly 
said,  that  it  was  not  for  him  to  be  rash  in  complaining  of 
intemperate  expressions.  (IJ ear ^  hear!)  He  next  adverted 
to  the  invidious  reference  which  had  been  made  to  the 
past  conduct  of  Sir  F.  Burdett,  he  no.t  being  there  to  de- 
Knd  himsclfi  Such  an  irregular  proceeding  would  of  it- 
self, in  a  court  of  la\y,  be  considered,  if  persevered  in,  as 
a  contempt.  The  honourable  baronet  was  to  hinji  a  total 
sfi auger, except  in  as  far  as  he  had  observed  his  public  con- 
duct ;  and  therefore  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  he  was 
influenced  by  any  other  consideration  than  a  regard  to  duly. 
It  had  been  remarked  by  an  honourable  and  learned  Judge 
(tf)c  Master  of  the  Rolls),  that  the  question  had  been  torced 
on  the  house.  This  would  have  been  correct  if  it  had 
.been  asserted  of  any  of  the  courts  below — They  must  de- 
cide if  their  opinion  is  called  for.  Their  rule  was  fiat  jus- 
litia-— tlfey  must  pronounce  whatever  might  be  their  opi- 
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mon  of  consequence!.  This  bouse  ivas  under  nosuch  obli- 
gation. It  wa3  not, bound  to  decide  bccnuse  an  individual 
reac!ing  a  publication  in  the  morning,  which  appeared  to 
hi  in  vf*ry  oifenbive,  had  brought  it,  in  the  evening  be- 
fore tfie  house-^and  he  thought  this  a  case  on  wliich  it 
would  be  better  not  (o  adopt  anj  proceeding,  even  if,  by, 
a  severe  construction^  it  conld  be  contended  that  privilege 
had  been  violated.  In  matters  of  authority,  as  well  as  ia 
religion,  severity  against  heresy  only  served  to  increase  the 
'  number  of  its  di&ciples.  After  tlielatcdccisipnofthehousCy 
thv^  was  no  time  to  provoke  discussions  respecting  its  au* 
tliorit^'.  {Henry  hear !)  He  did  not  mean  to  say  thatgen- 
tlenion  had  not  voted  conscientiously  on  the  sui)ject  oFlhe 
ex  j/.  I  it  ion  to  the  Scheldt;  but  unfortunately  in  that 
iii^t.inco  its  decision  was  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  na- 
li(n  in  general.  He  asked  whether  gentlemen  theiuselres 
vrre  not  salivfied  that  this  was  the  case  ?  (iVo,  no^  no!) 
He  concluded  by  observing  that  he  would  vote  for  the  order 
ofjhcdny. 

Mr,  Stiphen^  when  he  heard  the  able  and  eloquent 
si^eech  of  his  horiourable  ind  learned  friend  (Sir  S.  Ro- 
milly)  to  which  he  had  likened  with  admiration,  if  not 
"with  conviction,  felt  that  the  account  he  gave  of'what  he 
stated  on  a  former  night  was  correct,  viz.  that  he  doubted 
whether  this  was  or  was  not  a  libel.  He  gave  no  decided 
opinion  on  that  occasion,  and  there  was  hardly  any  thing 
in  what  he  had  just  said  inconsistent  with  his  manly  cha- 
racter. If  any  thing  could  have  added  to  tlie  respect  he 
felt  for  him,  it  would  be  the  contemplation  of  the  gene- 
rosity with  which  he  supported  the  cause  of  one  whom  iie 
conceived  to  be  an  injured  individual  in  opposition  to 
what  he  understood  to  be  the  general  opinion  o^  the  bouse* 
But  the  last  topic  w  hich  his  honourable  and  learned  friend 
had  introduced,  had  better  have  been  omitted,  as  it  tended 
to  provoke  disunion,  and  prevent  the  influence  of  his  own 
argument.  Even  though  it  were  admitted  (which  he  did 
not  admit)  that  the  decision  of  the  house  on  that  late  inquiry, 
was  contrary  to  that  of  the  nation  in  general,  it  did  not 
therefore  follow  that  the  house  should  abstain  from  sup* 

Eorting  its  own  privileges.  If  it  were  true.that  the  house 
ad  fallen'  into  discredit,  it  was  not  likely  to  be  raised 
again^  by  the  admission  that  'a  British  subject  had  be^n 
unjustly  committed,  with  the  assent  of  both  sides.  Iiis 
konourable  and  learned  friend  was  not  present  at  that  tlm<$; 


S6S  THE  ^AULIAMVHTAmT  JlftGlBTEE.  {tOM^ 

bot  then  he  vas  too  ivell  convinced  of  his  love  of  jastice 
to  doubt,  that  if  he  had  thought  the  act  wrong,  he  woukt 
have  taken  ihe  earliest  opportunity  t«>  move  (hat  the  prisonec' 
should  be  discharged.  He  had  listened  with  iieculiar 
attention  to  the  speech  of  his  honourable  and  learned  friend,* 
because  he  expected  to  have  found  in  it  something  precise 
upon  a  point  which  the  noble  lord  near  him  ((JssuUton) 
had  left  in  a  very  vague  state,  namely,  as  to  the  bounds 
between  what  is,  and  is  not,  a  libel.  He  had  endeavoured, 
but  in  vain,  to  ascertain  whether  his  honourable  and  learned 
friend  did  or  did  not  think  this  publication  libellons* 
(//ear,  hear!)  If  he  did  not  consider  it  a  libel,  then  the 
greater  part  of  what  he  had  said  was  relevant ;  if  he  did 
consider  it  in  that  lighf,  then  the  greater  portion  of  his 
t^laborate  argument  end  not  apply.  His  honourable  and 
learned  friend  meant  to  say  that  this  was  ho  libel ;  what  he 
must  defend  was  the  assertion ;  not  that  the  house  had  no 

Eower  to  commit  for  censure  on  their  past  proceedings, 
ut  that  it  had  no  power  to  imprison  in  any  case.  The 
argument  was,  that  the  house  had  no  right  to  commit  m 
any  case  without  a  trial.  The  assertion  was,  not  that  the 
house  had  erred  in  the  exercise  of  a  just  right,  but  it  wAs 
argued  syllogistically,  that  the  house  had  no  right  to 
fine  or  imprison  in  anys  case.  His  honourable  and  learned 
fri(*nd,  however,  admitted,  that,  inTcertain  cases,  the  house 
ba((  the  ri^^ht  of  committing  to  prison.  His  honourable 
and  learned  friend  had  said,  that  iic  lyould  move  that 
Mr.  Jones  shoald  be  discharged.  If  he  could  bring  the 
house  (o  agree  \u(h  him  in  discharging  the  prisoner,  upon 
*thc  ground  that  the  house  had  no  right  to  commitrhim, 
then  lie  (Mr.  S.)  thought  that  he  ought  not  to  stop  there, 
but  that  he  ought  to  move  for  an  address  to  the  crown,  to 
make  some  compensation  to  Mr.  Jones  for  the  time  he  had 
becn.impriiioned.  He  (Mr.  S.)  did  not  think  the  house 
would  agree  to  discharge  him  on  any  such  ground ;  but  if 
it  should,  then  he  himself  should  tlUnk  it  his  duty  to  move 
for  an  address  of  this  kind.  His  honourable  and  learned 
friend  had  next  discussed  the  question,  whether  Mr.  Jones 
had  been  properly  committed  ?  Those  yvho  argued  that 
his  committal  was  unjustifiable,  appeared  to  him  to  deny 
the  principle  on  which  th^  argument  in  his  opinion  must 
rest.  He  did  not  know  how  to  defend  the  justice  of  the  act, 
except  upon  authority,  and  the  custom  of  parliament, 
l^his^  however,  iu  his  opinion,  was  the  obvious  aud  proper 


ground ;  and  beiii^  bqrne  out  by  the  best  authorities,  and 
ibe  custom  of  parliament,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
(bat  the  proceeding  was  completely  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  bodse.     His  honourable  and  learned  friend. 
bowever,  had  rejected  authorify.     He  had  arraigned  Lord 
Kenyon  of  precipitation  in  the  case  of  the  King  and  Flower, 
and  bad  laboured  to  overturn  the  authority,  upon  a  ground 
which  had  been  generally  considered  as  adding  strength 
to  an  authority,  namely,  that  the  judge  had  imniediatelj 
declared  the  matter  to  be  so  clear  tlint  it  was  not  necessary 
to  hear  it  argued  at  length. '  He  had  not  been  able  to  find 
ID  the  pamphlet  itself  the  reasons  for  setting  aside  these 
authorities ;  'but  now,  precipitation  in  a  judge,  deciding 
ppon  a  great  constitutional  question,  in  which  the  liberty 
pf^tbe  subject  lyas  so  materially  concerned,  was  specifically 
ifilledged.     Supposing,  however,  that  this  objection  could 
have  availed,  how  could  his  honourable  and  learned  friend 
get  rid  of  the  decision  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  i    That 
court  had  decided  in  the  same  way  in  the  case  of  Crosby, 
and  had  ex  (dressed  its.  opinion  in  the  strongest  and  most ' 
distinct  language.     The  judges  stated  that  they  could  not 
take  cognizance  of  the  case,  as  it  depended  not  on  the  com- 
mon law,  but  on  the  consuetudoparliumenli — the  custom  and 
law  of  parliament,  of  which  the  houses  of  parliament 
themselves  were  this  judges.     This  case  of  Crosby,  there* 
fore,  be  contiended,  was  a  clear  and  distinct  authority  for 
the  steps  that  had  been  taken  in  the  cases  of  Flower  and 
Jones.     The  modern  authorities  had  been  denied,  for  no 
other  reason  that  he  saw,  except  that  they  were  modern, 
lint  even  the  ancient  authorities  had  not  been  fairly  stated^ 
The  honourable  baronet  had  in  his  pamphlet  reasoned  sy  llo- 
^istically  on  the  remarks  of  Lord  Coke,  that  no  Court,  not 
of  recoM,  had  the  power  of  fine  and  imprisonment.     Now 
Lord  Coke  applied  this  only  to  the  ordinary  courts,  as  evi- 
dently appeared  from  his  foyurth  institute,  where  be  stated 
that  the  judges  were  not  to  lake  cognizance  of  thedecihious 
of  parliament,  which  were  governed  not  by  the  common 
law,  but  by  the  customof  parliament.     And  in  another 
part  of  the  same  institute  (page  23)  he  said,  that  the  house 
of^  commons  had  the  power  of  judicature,  and  he  cited 
>  cases  from  the  time  of  Elizabeth  Uy  prove  this.      But  then 
bis  honourable  and  learned  friend  had  maintained   that 
little  weight  could  be  allowed  to  Authorities  taken  from 
limes  when  the  liuuse  Was  treated  with  no  great  respect  by 
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the  sovcreifljn.      The  argnment  would  hnve  been  good  for 
something  if  this  question  had  related  to  thrprerogntiveof 
the  crown.     But  if  was  nothing  with  refer<*nce  to  the  sub- 
ject now  under  consideration — the  power  of  parliament  in 
defending  itsoivn  priviletifes.    The  inference  was  rather  in 
favour  of  his  (Mr.  Stephen's)  ^iew  of  the  subject.      The 
power  was  so  clearly  understood  Ihat  the  house  had  exer- 
cised it,  even  at  a  time  when  it  was  so  narrowly  watched  by 
the  crown.     His  honourable  and  learned  friend  had  relieq 
on  the  case  of  Mr.  Flail,  cited  by  Lord  Coke ;  and  contend- 
ed that  the  additions  there  to  the  punishment  of  impri- 
sonment rendered  it  of  no  avail  as  a  precedent.     But  it 
did  not  follow,  because  there  were  circumstances  connect- 
ed with  the  exercise  of  the  authority  of  the  house  in  that 
case,  that  the  house  had  no  power  to  commit  at  all.     Mr. 
Stephen  then  mentioned  another  of  the  cases,    where  a 
nan  was  committed  for  assaulting  a  member  of  t he  hou^ie. 
All  these  were  cited  by  Lord  Coke,.toshew  that  the  honsc 
had  the  power  which  the  honourable  baronet  denied.     As 
to  the  inference  deduced  from  this  not  being  a  court  of  re- 
cord, Mr.  Stephen  expressed  his  surprize  that  of  all  men 
Lord   Coke  should  have  been  cited  in  support  of  that  ar- 
gument— wh6n  it  might  have  been  fiwind  by  an  examina- 
tion of  Hatseli's  precedents,  that  Lord  Coke  had  wished 
that  the  tongue  might  cleave  to  the  roof  of  his  mouth  who 
said  that  this  house  was  not  a  court  of  record,  or  that  it 
had  not  the  power  of  judicature.     It  unquestionably  had 
that  power,  Liord  Coke  said,  in  certain  cases.     Now  it  was 
not  fair,  Mr.  S.  contended,  to  publish  partial  citations  so 
as  to  make  the  public  imagine  that  so  great  an  authority 
as  Lord  Coke  was  in  favour  of  those  who  argued  that  the 
house  had  no  power  to  imprison.      The  moilcrn  decisions, 
he  believed,  were  admitted  to  be  on  his  side.     He  under- 
stood his  learned  friend  to  fjave  said,  that  the  courts  below 
did  not  com  ft)  it  for  libels  as  contempt.    To  disprove  this, 
Mr.  S.  cited  Blackst.one,  whostatcd  that  the  courts  had  the 
power  of  summary  committal  {generally  for  any  attack  On 
the  past  conduct  of  the  judges  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.     This  would  have  been  a  strong  authority  in  his 
favour  as  far  as  anrilogy  went,  even  if  no  precedents  had 
existed.      Mr.  S.  expressed   his  astonishment  that  thos^ 
'  who  we»re  peculiarly  attrichcd  to  the  deinocratical  part  of 
o^^r  constitution,  jjhould  be  willing  to  allow  this  house  to  be 
trampled  upon,  or  to  go  begging  to  tike  courts  of  taw,  C0117 
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nected  as  iU  privileges  were,  with  (be  support  of  that  con* 

,  stif  ution.  Fie  had  not  heard  this  question  met  at  all  upon 
its  principles  and  merif  s. '  If  the  house  must  so  to  the  courts 
of  law  for  the  protection  of  its  privilegesi,  then  the  judges 
'appointed  bj  ihe  crown  would  be  the  arbiters  of  these  pri* 
.yilcges ;  for,  though  not  now  removable  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  crown,  the  judges  were  slill  appointed  by  it.  Thej, 
however,  would  no  doubt  act  with  impartiality ;  but  then 
an  appeal  would  lie  to  the  ?«ouse  of  lords,  and  then  the  pri- 
vileges of  that  house  would  depend  upon  the  other  house 
of  parliamenf.  With  respect  to  the  decision  on  the  in- 
Quirj  he  did  not  think  the  public  in  general  differed  from 
tne  house.  The  public  had  discovered  by  the  inquiry, 
that  their  previous  opinions,  wiifi  respeci  to  the  commander, 
bad  been  founded  in  delusion  and  calumny.  They  had 
perceived  thai  their  first  impressions  were  erroneous,  when 
they  found  the  commander  completely  exculpated  by  one 

,  of  the  resolutions  proposed  by  U\e  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side.  Nor  wouki  the  public  nqser  think  (hat  they  were 
wrong  in  supporting  those  principles  which  had  been'sanc- 

.  tioned  in  the  best  of  times,  and  which  had  been  found 
necessary  in  order  to  enable  the  house  to  protect  Ihe  liber- 
ties of  the  subject.  If  the  millers  of  Jsleworth  were  io  send 
representatives  to  that  house,  who  would  agree  to  give  up 

•  t  he  power  of  im  prisonmen t,  the  house  would  have  no  autho- 
rity (o  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  or  to  force  them 
to  give  evidence  ; — Sandon  and  Clavering  would  have 
escaped,,  aud  the  most  importaqt  functions  of  the  house 

'  would  beat  a  stand.  He  even  called  upon  those  who  mieht 
think  that  the  house  laboured  at  present  under  public  dis- 
approbation,,fo  support  its  privileges  in  the  hope  uf  better 
times  in  future.  His  honourable  and  learned  friend  had  siid, 
that  hekriew  nothing  of  the  honourable  baronet,  except  in  his 
public  capacity.  He  (Mr.  Stephen),  was  also  subject  to  that 
disadvantage.  But  could  any  member  have  in  this  case  any 
other  feeling,  than  that  of  a  regard  to  duty  ?  If  they  h^dany 
particular  sympathy  J  it  musi  be  with  the  party  accused.  He 
)vas  a  member  of  the  house,  and  it  might  be  his  own  fate  to 
incur  its  displeasure.  As  to  ihc  argument,  that  the  mem- 
ber^ were  judges  in  their  own  cause,  he  asked  his  honoura- 
ble and  learned  friend,  whether  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of 
applying  to  the  court  of  chanc^^y  for  committal  for  con- 
tempt, in  cases  where  the  contempt  was  so  very  oblique  as 
that  of  marrying  a  ward  of  chancery  ?  In  cases  of  commit- 
V4JU.  11.— 1810.  SB 
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•  ■  •  ^ 

fncifl  hy  one  court,  no  other  wmild  interfere,  and  though  h^ 
t^at  hardly  called  upon  to  meet  an  extreme  ca^e,  he  would 
iisaty^thnt  even  supposing  the  house  did /commit  foralled£C« 
insc  that  bank  notes  were  depreciated,  no  other  court  wouhl 
interfere,  if  it  vias  stated  in  the  warrant  that  the  commitment 
was  for  a  contempt,  hs  this  would  be  takiti^t;  upon  itself  to 
i^ecideuponthepririle^esofoneofthehouses  of  parliament. 
Mr.  Stephen  then  proceeded  to  observe  upon  the  unfeir 
treatment  which  hi^  th  )ught  the  honourable  s^entleman,  who. 
brought  forward  this  business,  had  met  with  from  the  gen- 
tlemen oppoftite.  ti  had  first  been  laid  to  his  charge, 
^that  he  had  been  guilty  of  the  offence  of  consulting  with 
the  minister.  When  th6  honourable  gentleman  denied 
this,  then  the  char|te  was  turned  upon  the  seconder ;  and 
When  he  too  dented  it,  then  the  honourable  gentleman 
wa^  arrnigned  for  not  having  consulted  persons  of  ezpe* 
tience  before  he  brought  a  matter  of  such  importance  to 
the  tiotice  of  the  house.  The  affair,  however,  was  now 
before  ihem,  and  they  must  proceed  upon  it,  however  in- 
convenient that  might  be.  They  could  not  pass  it  over 
without  deposing  themselves  to  be  trampled  upon  and 
despised  altogether.  He  recollected  a  story  which  be  had 
beard  abroad  applicable  to  their  present  sitnatioti.  A 
person  of  the  nam6  of  Murr&y  (or  Murphy),  who,  to 
dtstinsruish  bim  from  another  of  the  same  name,  was 
called  Irish  Murray,  had  suffered  himself  to  be  mdat  un« 
roercifniiy  beaten  by  one  of  inferior  strength  without  re- 
sistance. A  man  met  him  the  next  day  with  his  arm  iri 
a  sling ;  bis  eyes  black  and  blue ;  his  teeth  knocked  out 
of  their  places,  &c.  Sec.  ;  and  said  (thougjh,  bv  the  bye, 
there  tias  some  doubt,  whether  he  was  an  Irishman'), 
^'  Why,  you  are  a  disgrace  to  your  country.  You  are 
the  first  coward  that  ever  came  from  Ireland."  The 
bruised  man  repli<Kl,  ^*  My  dear  crature,  I  wish  to  take 
the  world  aisy."  Now  tliis  was  a  wrong  application  of 
a  correct  principle,  for  ihe  man  was  much  roone  severely 
beaten  than  he  would  have  been  if  he  had  defended  him- 
self to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  The  house,  by  pnssing. 
this  over,  .would  be  in  a  worse  situation  than  it  could  be 
reduced  toby  taking  steps  forks  own  defence.  Mr.  Stephen 
then  denied  that  Magna  Charta  was  disregarded  by  those 
who  contended  for  this  power  in  the  hou^e,  because  it  did 
not  Apply  to  cases  of  contempt.  The  house,  he  asserted, 
was  acting  with  lenity,    because  the  publication  bad 
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$>und  it9  vay  into  varions  newspapers,  and  was  fndastrif- 
ottsly  circulafecK  Several  further  complaitits  mi^ht  there- 
fore  have  been  made  on  the  $ame  ground  as  the  prpseiijt. 
This  view  of  the  matter  then  wnS|  that  ihis  vvas  an  unfor- 
lunate  occurrence,  but  one  upon  which  they  conld  npt 
help  coming  to  a  vote. — What  proved  the  necessity  of 
(his,  if  other  proofs  had  been  wanting,,  was  (he  fact^  that 
it  had  bi*en  argued  that  very  night — that  the  house  had 
not  (be  power«  becau^e  it  liad  not  exercised  it  in  i/s  fjdl 
ejctdnt,  in  ibe*ca>e  of  Wilkes.  If  then  the  house  ^bouUI 
consent  (o  pass  over  this  affair  to*nigIif,  they  might  justly 
be  considered  as  havings  renounped  the;,  whole  power  qf 
commitment  in  future. 

Mr.  Adam  said,  that  it  wasfcy  its  privileges  alone  that 

the  house  of  commons,  the  guardians  of  the  public  liberty^ 

had  been  able  successfully  to  struififle  against  the  a$surop* 

(ions  and  acts  of  tyranny  of  Jan^es  the  jRirst,  Charles  the 

First,  and  Charb's  the  Second.     That  bouse  was  armed  ' 

with  nothing  but  iis  privileges  when  il  contended  with 

Charles  the  Firht,  and  when,  tbrdugh  blooc)  anJ  war,  it 

resisted  royal  encroachments.     He  conceited  tha^  it  was 

a  mean,  pitiful,  and  paltry  ground  which  was  taken  by 

Sir  Frauds  Burdett,  in  arguing  on  their  power  of  c^oi^ 

mittal,  when  he  said  it  ohiy  extended  to  tho^e  con(etnpt;i 

committed  in  their  presence.     If  the  house  of  commons 

.could  commit  for  no  other  offences  than  what  were  com- 

roitUnl  in  their  lobliies  and  in  their  gallery,  they  would 

in  fact  have  no  more  power   than  any  cun^tihle  of' the 

night,  who  has  the  |>ower  to  put  a  druoken  man  into  the 

wa(ch-boube.     (Ilearj   hear  I)     Was  it  to  be  said  that 

the  powers  of  *the  house  of  commons  extemled  no  fartJ^EX 

fhiiu  that  of  the  constable? — (He  then  cited  pas'^ages  from 

Bhckstone,  and  from  the  opinions  of  Justice  Je  Grey  and 

Juftticc  Gcmid,  favourable  to  , his  doctrine.) — The  house 

of  commons  had  always  made  a  nibble  stand  for  its  privi* 

leges,  Hhidi  were  the  privileges  of  the  people,  and  they 

Qugh't  not  now  to  abandon  tlieiu.     The  vote  of  theothc^ 

night  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  paramount  duty  they 

had  now  to  discharge.     In  the  year  1774,  Mr.  Woodfail 

had   iieen  brou<rht.  to  the  bar,    for  a  contempt  of  this, 

bouse,  expresjied  in  a  liU'l,  and  he  gve  up  as  ihe  author 

oftltat  libel,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Home,     (llear^hearl)    TJ^iU 

gentleman  did  not  then  think  (\vlHitever  he  may  advi}>^ 

flaw)  of  disputing  the  privileges  Af  the  House,  b)U  pleaded 
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notgailty.    As  he  did  not  confess  his  beinfir  the  author,  a 
lon^  and  most  acrimonious  debate  took  place  u|)on  the 
subject ;  and  although  the  house  was'  full  of  men  of  dl^- 
tinguihhed  talents,  and  warm  friends  tu  liberty,  yet  it  ne- 
ver occurred  to  any  one  person  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
to  question  the  privile^  of  that  house,  or  their  power  of 
committal.     He  fioijd  sny,  moi»t   confidently,  that  from 
the  resolutions  which  were  vo'ed  in  1701,  id  the  discus- 
sion in  1774,  the  privileges  of  the  house  had  never  (lecii 
serioubly  questioned,  and  for  this  lon^:  space  of  time  the 
usage  was  uninterrupted.     He  believed  he  might,  with 
equal  confidence,  cidl  upon  the  g(*ntlenien  who  took  the 
other  side  of  the  argument,  to  shew  whether  any  thing 
had  taken  place  since  1774  to  question  these  privilegt». 
Although  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt  was  very  singula^  in 
some  of  his  opinions  on  tliis  subject,  yet  he  never  had 
denied  the  right,  of  the  commons  to  commit  for  contempt. 
The  honourable  and  learned  member  then  referred  to  a 
'^   letter  of  Mr.  F(»x,  to  »hew,  that  though  the  house  of  lords, 
like  every  other  court  of  justice,  had  the  power  to  pro- 
tect its  proceedings  by  xcommitment,  yet  the  house  of 
commons  had  the  right  to  commit  for  contempt.     This 
^authority  he  considered  as  conclusive  as  to  the  privilege 
of  the  house  of  commons.     He  was  disposed  to  pass  over 
the  case  of  Gale  Jones,  in  this  instance,  without  any  ob* 
servation ;  but  he  could  not  but  conlend,  that  if  the  house 
of  commons  CQuld  be  libt*llcd  collectively,  it  could  not  be 
libelled  individually  without  injury.      He  should  call 
upon  gehtlemen  t<>  consider  the  whole  of  the  case.     Was 
it  consistent  with  their  privileges,  ihatfiir  Franpis  Burdeti 
should  state  to  the  public,  that  thry  had  lio  right  to  jm* 
prison  persons  not  members  of  their  house  ?    Another 
ground  of  complaint  which  be  felt  against  the  honourable 
baroret,  was  the  (toclrine  which  he  maintained  respecting 
4he  Sprakrr'b  warrant.     Were  Ihey  to  be  told,  that,  be- 
cause it  was  not.grar;ted  upon  oath,  nor  with  a  seal  an« 
nexf'd,  the  warrant  of  the  Sneaker  was  not  founded  upon 
any  legitimate  authority  ?   The  authority  of  the  Speaker's 
warrant,  he  contended,  was  supported  on  the  practice  of 
the  constitution.     No  objection  had  ever  been  made  to  its 
yalidif)  in  the  case  of  Lord  Shaftebbury,  or  in  the  time  of 
Charles  II.     The  houstf  had  at  all  times  exorcised  the 
right  t'<  vindicate  its  powers  in  that  respect.     They  might 
have  gone  rather  farther  in ,  the  case  of  Mr.  Jones  than 
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perhaps,  they  oa^ht;  but  stiUthat  was  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  adhere:  to  their  fixed  privilejifes.  He 
thought  that  there  was  somefhins:  contumelious  (o  the 
house  in  the  manner  in  which  the  qu^tion  had  been 
treated  in  the  paper  under  consideration,  and  that  the 
house,  if  it  were  not  to  act  upon  it,  ought  not  to  have 
noticed  i*  at-all.  In  declaring  this,  he  was  not  actuated 
by  any  timidity,  because  whatever  might  bethequestipUi 
he  was  prepared  to  give  his  vo^e  upon  it  without  any  ap- 
prehension. But  though  the  publication  under  discussion 
fihouki  l)e  voted  libellous  and  slanderous,  it  would  not  fol- 
low that  any  furtlu'r  proceeding  should  bt*  fouivJed  upon 
that  vote  ;  and  in  illustration  of  that  opinion,  n^ferred-  to 
the  case  of  Major  Scott,  in  which,  after  two  debates,  the 
publication  was  voted  a  libellous  production,  thou^li  no 
other  proceeding  followed.  The  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  then  referred  to  other  ca>es,  and  after  pro* 
nooncing  a  just  eulogium  on  the  virtues  and  uses  of  the 
commons  bouse  of  parliament,  concluded  with  the  clas-t 
sical  exclauitttion,  as  applied  to  it,  ^^  £sto  perpetual 

Sir  Samuel  UomilIy,inexplanation,  stated,  that  he  had 
never  said  or  maintained  that  the  doctrines  asserted  in  the 
paper  under  discussion  were  not  a  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges  of  that  house.  Any  thing  that  obntructed  their  pro- 
ceedings must  come  under  that  description,  but  the  only 
<lonbt  be  hadnvas  as  to  the  libt*l. 

Air.  Whitbread  then  rose  and  said,  that  he  hoped  f(>r 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  a  few  observations,  and  was 
happy  to  bear  his  testimony  to  the  lestal  and  constitutional 
.sentiments  delivered  by  his  honourable  and  learned  friend 
who  had  just  sat  down.  But  grt;at  as  was  his  respect  for 
that  honourable  gentleman,  and  unlimited  as  his  reve* 
renceand  love  were  for  the  antboriiy  (Mr.  Fox)  which 
he  bad  qtiot(*d,  he  must  still  be  allowed  to  say,  that  he 
had  not  been  convinced  by  the  ariruments  of  his  honour- 
able afid  learned  friend.  Had  it  ever  been  contended 
that  the  house  was^ to  abandon  its  privileges?  No.  What* 
ever  might  be  the  wish  of  any  member  as  to  the  reform 
of  these  privileges,  no  man  deemed  them  of  more  value 
than  himself;  no  man  thou^^ht  more  hii>ldy  of  them.  He 
considered  any  breacU  of  tlie  just  and  legitimate  privi- 
leges of  that  house,  as  a  direct  assault  upon  the  liberties 
of  the  country  ;  ainJ,  cfinsequently,  he  was  not  to  be  told, 
that  in  order  to  support  the  privileges  of  that  bouse,  they 
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'Werecatleil  npon  fa  condemn  the  letter  of  Sir  Francis  Bur* 
dett.     The  privili^^rni  posses^Hl  by  (he  h'^ise  had  been 
giren  for  the  brnrfit  of  the  pnhlir.     Withoat  anch  a 
power,  ho^  roiild  the  ordiimry  business  of  the  house  be 
conducted  f    How   could  the  chairmen  of  its  diflhrent 
committees  i^roceed  i     He  had  himsolf,  as  chairman  of  a 
committee,  exerciyed  the  authority  ^iven  by  the  honse  ivt 
pending  for  pa|)er8,  personsj  and  records.     Theonlers  of 
4he  house  were,  in  such  cases,  oniforitdy  obeyed,  as  they 
.must  be  olieyed,  or  there  would  be  an  end  of  rhe  liberty 
4}f  the  country.     His  honourable  and  learned  iriend  had 
ncpresf^ed  ;ianie  doubt**  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  com* 
mitnientof  Mr.  Gale  Jones,  and  thought  that  rnse oncrbt 
to'have  been  considered  with  some  latitude.     Whatever 
might  be  the  weight  attributed  to  Mr.  Justice  Black* 
•toners  authority,  no  man  could  have  hiifher  claims  to 
attention  for  constitu'ional  doctrine  than  Mr.  Hargmve* 
Ills  honourable  and  learned  frien<9  had  adverted  to  a  fiia* 
vate  and  onpaUished  letter  of  the  late  Mr.  Fas,  as  an 
autlloritv  for  his  argument.     From  that  letter  he  shouM 
txq^  to  state,  08  the  opinion  of  that  great  man^  of  whom 
no  ffian  thought  more  liigbly  than  4iimselff  **  that  tlie 
house  of  lords,  no  more  than  the  house  of  commons,  had 
a  right  to  commit  persons,  and  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
regret  that  the  lords  had  been  suffered   to  exercise  tha< 
right  by  the  house  of  commons  without  reproof."     Upoa 
this  authority  then  it  ap|M>ared,  that  so  far  from  claiming 
the   privilege  it^lf,  the;  house  of  commons  was  consi- 
dered as  deficient  in,  duty  for  not  having  expressed  any 
reproof  of   the  lords   for   having   ejoerci^ed   the  power. 
But  the  i^onourable  and  learued  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Sfephei  )  hftd  nsked  whoVher  it  was  iheir  wish  to  go  Imck 
to  the  liiMPs  of  Qfieen  Elizat}eih.     He  felt  no  dis|KKiition 
of  that  desrripti'»n,  but  if  they  were  to  refer  to  the  prac- 
tice** of  8urh  times,  he  was  much  afraid  that  principles  of 
tyranny  were  corititirious,  and  that  no  lienefitcoiild  pos- 
*»l)ly  result   from  the  rctrosfx-ct.  'He  must  airain  repi*at, 
that  i\u*\r  privil^•sr^8  h.id  been  given  wi<h  a  view  to  th« 
b«*iiefit  of  the  I  eoplo,  and  should  never  he  exorci^nl  but 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting:  ihat  end.     And  here  he  felt 
bound  to  slate  the  difficul  y^  arising  ouf  of  the  case  of 
Mr.  f*ale  Jones.     They    nirijht   have  proceedcxl  against 
him  in  a  far  difTerent  way,  thous:h  they  had  tbouglit  pro* 
per  to  commit  him.    The  libel  4>f  Mr.  Kecves,  which 
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,hB^d  been  allnded  lo  by  an  tKtnoufabliev  friend  of  hii,  had 
been  voted  by  that  hoase  mo»t  libellous  and  slanderous, 
and  though  one  ^ntleman  proposed  he  should  be  (aken 
into  Custody,  and  another  that  bis  libel  bhoaki  be  buraed 
by  the  common   hangman;  yet  n^hile  two  o( Die  ablest 
itien  that  ever. existed  were  present,  the  case  was  referlx^d 
to  the  attorney*^ncraI  to  pros(*ri)fe,  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  the  indivldaal  wasracquitled.     His  honourabie 
irjend  had,  bethought,  nt^t  treated  the  honourable  bnronet 
fairly,  when  he  referred  lo  MTr.  Homp,  and  char£r«'d  (he 
honourable  baronet  with  disseminating  th  it  ^entJena(iM*« 
opinions*     That  might  be  a  ^ood  argument  as  agrainst  an   * 
individual,  if  ju£t,  but  would  not  go  for  any  thing  ulpon 
the  general  principle.     But  to  return  to  the  authority  of 
Mr.  Fox,,  it  was  the  0(Miiion  uf  ihat  great  man,  that  every 
court,  which  appeared  to  claim  b(*yond  what  was  neoes* 
sary  for  its  proceeding,  usurped  thai  power.     Was  there > 
any  casein  whtoh  the  house  had'  gone  fariher  than  in  the 
case  of  Gale  Jones?     It  was, the  opinion  of  Mr.  Fo%^ 
that  the  house  of  lords  could  not  exrrciie  that  power,  l^e* 
cause  th^ie  was  no  appeal  but  to  thi*.  legislature,  of  whicli 
that  house  was  a. part.     But  was  not  the  house  of  com* 
iBons  equally  a:  part  of  the  same  K'gi^lature  ?    Nothings 
could  induce  him  to  vole  th:it  the  p  (per  under  consider* 
alion  was  a  iibei.     But  upon  this  sui)ject  be  should  ad** 
niit,  that  he  did  not  think  tiiat  the  honourable  gentleman^-  . 
vrho  had  brought  forw<ird  theque8ti<m,  had  lent  faimbeiri 
or  would  lend  him^lf  as  a  tool  to  any  administration  ia 
the  proceedings  which  had  taken  place.     He  begged  of 
the  house  to  consider  tlie  s  eps  by  which  the  business  bad- 
proceeded.     It  had  been  stitd,  that  he  had  not  voted  that 
Odic  Jones  was  not  g«iiliyof  a  breach  of  privilege,  and' 
betook  bharneto  himself  that  he  bed  not  asj^iprted  on  tbal- 
xiccaMon  what  he  now  f^^lt  to  be  riglit.     In  the  paix*r  iin« 
der  discussion.  Sir  Krancin  Burdett  only  exercised  a  right 
nrhicii   bi*longed  lo  him  and  others,  to  state  his  Opinioii 
upon  a   public  snbject.*    That  He  may  have  done  so  in 
intemperate  langusige,  he  was  notprepared  to  ^leny  ;  bui    ' 
Mr.  Qale  Jones  had  conducted  himnelf  at  their  bar  re« 
spectfully  and  with  decorum.     The  honotiMble^baronei 
(Sir  J.   Anstrutber)  had  then  an  >op|K>ftanity  of  stating 
his  sentiments  n|)on  the  subject;  he  had  another  op))or* 
tiinify    when  the  motion  of   bis  honourable  friend  was 
brought  forward  lor  the  discbarge  of  Mr,  Joaes«     Tb# 
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.  lubjopt  under  consideration  he  was  not  desirous  of  hnviug 
i  been  brought  Forward.    There  was  no  man,  he  was  sure, 
who  would  not  wish  it  had  not  been  brought  into  discus, 
sioq.     He  coincided  wi«h  the  right  honourable  gent iemati 
(the  master  of  the  rolU)  and    others  who  cantioneil  the 
house  against  gettnitr  into  diflScuUies  whence  it  could  not 
easily  exiricate  itself.     As  to  the  argument  of  the  noble 
lord  opposite,  founded  upon  the  appcsd  made  in  the  pa- 
per to  the  \oires  of  the  people,  he  i^as  of  ofiinion  ih^t 
it  did  not  rest  upon  any  firm  foundation.     On  the  cnn- 
trary,  he  wa>i  persuaded  that  the  lansTuage*  of  the  ho- 
nourable baronet  was  pcrfecfly  justifiable.     Much  stron- 
'  ger  Innguaire  had  been  used  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Wilkes^ 
and  by  Mr.  Burke.     [Here  the  honourable  member  rencl 
some  extracts  from  Mr.  Burke's  Works,  in  proof  of  his 
assertion.!     But  though  he  idolized,  at  least  respected  in 
a  degree  little  short  of  idolatry,  the  memory  ot  the  htte 
Mr.  Fox,  still  there  were  some  things  which  he  should 
not  be  disposed  to  admit,  even  upo>i  such  Ugh  authority. 
He  could  not  assent,  however,  ia  the  obserVatidn  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  alluded  to  the  circuxnstattoo 
of  that  distinguished  statesman  having,   whilst  a  very 
.young  man^  sat  upon  ,the  treasury  bench,  and  voftclln  'a 
particular  way  on  a  motion  of  Serjeant  Glyn.     If  lie*  knew 
any  thing  of  Mr.  Fox — if  he  was  aliye  to  his  prihctpies 
,---if  he  had  imbibed  any  of  his  spirit  or  feelings,  he  was 
Convinced  that  Mr,  Pox,  upon  consideration,  would  hate 
admitted  that  his  conduct  in  such  cases  had  been  errohe* 
OUs*    In  order  to  sli^ew  that  the' language  of  Sir  Francjs 
Burdett*8  p^per  was  not  libellous,  he  referred  to  a  paro* 
phlet  published  by  Mr.  Burke  in  the  time  of  Wilkes,  caifed 
4*  Thoughts  on  the  Discontents  of  the  Nation.*'    In  that 
Irork  it  was  broadly  asserted,  that  the  people ^oukl  ex« 
ercise  a  vigilant  superiotendance  over  the  administration 
p{  public  afiairs ;  ond  that,  in  certain  case?,  there  was 
110  remedy  for  grievances  to  be  expected  but  from  tha 
biterference  of  the  great  body  of  the    people.   *  Had 
any  thing  so  strong  as  .that  been  stated  by  thehonour* 
able,  baronet  f     No:    he  only  called    upon  the  peopK 
to  express  by  their  voices  what  they  felt  upon  the'pre* 
;fent  situation  of  offairs.     Was  there  any  thing  in   tbd 
firodaction  of  the  honourable  baronet  to  i>e  compared  wiiik 
what  had  been  published  b/that  gr^t  roan,  Mr.  AiiTt^^ 
If  they  were  but  to  look  at  both,  they  would  be  sensible 
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Iiow  feeble  ihtit  language  which  had  been  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  the  house  vfUSj  tompared  ifith  that 
which.hftd^never  been  questioned  anywhere.     And  here 
he  must  be  allowed  to  observe,  that  he  held  in  contempt 
all  fears  that  would  prevent  hira  from  doing  his  duty,  and 
^voting  conscientiously.     His  only  apprehension  was^  the 
degradation  that  might  be  brought  upon  the  house  of 
commons.     The  paper,  he  was  of  opinion,  ought  not  t6 
have  been  noticed^  and  though  noticed  was  not  such  as 
to  call  for  reprehension.    He  agreed  with  the  master  6( 
the  rolls,  that  it  Was  a  question  of  hia^nitude,  but  did  not 
think  that  any  harsh  or  hasty  proceeding  was  to  be  taken 
upon  it.   Neither  the  honourable  baronet  who  had  spoken 
early  in   the  debate,   nor  his  honourable  and  learned  ^ 
friend  (Mr.  Adam),  had  convinced  him  by  their  argu- 
ments that  any  serious  or  severe  notice  ought  to  be  taken 
of  this  case.    He  would  not  deny  that  in  certain  cases, 
it  would  be  proper  for  the  house  of  commons  to  possess 
the  power  of  commitment,  though  that  sbould^  be  regu- 
lated by  the  necessity.    But  it  was  not  expedient  that  it 
should  always  exercise  that  right,  in  case  of  libel,  as  was 
evident  from  the  manner  in  which  the  prosecution  against 
Mr.  Reeves  had  been  managed.    His  learned  friend  (Sit 
Samuel  Romilly)  had  never  asserted  that  that  house  had 
not  the  power  of  removing  nuisances ;  but  that  such 
power  should  never  be  used  but  upon  a  necessity.      It 
would  certainly  be  a  most  strange  mode  of  arguing,  to 
contend  that  the  placianls  displayed  in  the  streets  by  Mr. 
Jones  could  hare  the  effect  of  interrupting  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  house.     But  it  might  be  said,  that  as  they 
had  committed  Mr.  Gale  Jones  to  custody,  they  ought 
also  to  commit  Sir  Francis  Burdett.     This  he  denied,     tt 
was  his  opinion,  that  unless  they  should  agree  to  the  pro- 
position of  his  noble  friend,  they  should  vote  the  adjourn* 
ment  of  the  discussion  for  some  motiths,  so  as  to  get  rid 
of  it  altogether.     For  bis  own  part,  upon  the  best  con- 
l^ideration  he  could  give  the  subject,  he  did  not  perceive 
the  smallest  matter  that  was  libellous.    As  to  the  allusion 
to  the  means  by  which  that  house 'was  assembled^  he 
could  see  literally  nothing  improper  in  that :  sure  he  was 
that  it  would  puzzle  the  honourable  baronet  to  point  out 
how  the  member  for  Tral^e  came  to  have  a  seat  in  that 
liouse.     The  true  course  for  that  house  to  pursue,  was 
not  to  arrogate  more  privileges  than  it  was  entitled  to,  or 
Vol.  IL— 1810.  3C 


d?8  THE  PARUAMENTAAT  It^GtSTER.  [cOM, 

by'  constant  iwage  enjoyed.  But  whilst  he  was  of  this 
6|>inion  respecting  the  pritilegcs  of  Uiat  house,  he  wnf 
rvni\y  to  avow,  as  he  had  stated  on  a  former  nighlj  Ihat 
ll0  had  some  complaints  to  make  against  Sir  Frangis  Bur- 
dett.  He  complained  of  fiiin  in  the  first  place  that  he 
I^ad  made  no  appeal  in  his  speech  for  the  liberation  6f 
Mr.  Gale  Junes.  Next  be  complained  of  him  for  putting 
the  possible  duration  of  confinement  under  a  commitment 
from  the 'house  of  commons  at  seven  years.  But  (be 
greatest  complaint  he  had  to  make  against  the  honoura- 
ble baronet  was,  fliat  he  brought  forward  all  his  state- 
hient8  in  an  cxoiirgeratcd  form,  and  in  the  superlative 
deg^e.  More  injury  than  good,  he  was  persuaded^  re- 
snltcd  from  this  practice  of  exagc^eratioo.  This  practice 
of  the  honourable  baronet  resembled  the  case  of  the  four 
letters,  q,  u,  o,  z,  which  -every  body  remembered,  in- 
scribed upon  the  walls  of  tliis  metropolis,  t^rrd  which  had 
beca  so  inscribed  by  a  person,  who  had  made  a  wager, 
that  he  would  excite  public  cariosity, .  by  a«y  four  letters 
which  he  should  chooso  to  mark  upon  the  walls.  Mr. 
AVbitbread  deprecated  coming  to  a  decision  on  the  case  at 
piiesent,  when  men  were  heated  by  political  fury,  and, 
Rbove  all,  be  protested  against  coupling  any  other  part 
of  Sir  Francis  Burd(;tt's  conduct  with  the  paper  on  the 
tni)lc.  The  honourable  baronet  should  be  judged  by  that 
alone.  Re  thought  the  best  thing  the  home  could  do^ 
under  the  embarrassment  of  this  question,  would  be  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  it  to  a  period  when  it  could 
7K)t  became  the  subject  of  farther  discussion;  and  that 
Mr.  Gale  Jones,  who  had  already  made  atonement  enough, 
should  be  liberated. 

•  Mr.  Cmmtfg  rose  after  Mr.  Whitbread.  He  coidd 
n^ure  the  honourable  member  who  spukc  last,  that  if  ever 
jiecame  to  the  consideration  ot*  a  question  without  the 
least  feeling  of  political  animosity,  it  was  to  the  qucstioa 
now  before  the  liouso.  For  hixnsolf,  he  could  say,  that 
be  m(it  it  with  a  mind  as  unprejudiced  as  conld  be  ex- 
pected from  the  infirmity  of  human  nature.  He  had  not 
sought  the  qutstion  ;  he  coidd  not  decline  it  \>  lien  it  pres- 
sed ttpoa  him.  In  tjie  state  in  which  the  question,  wa* 
presented  U  the  house,  it  >vas  not  possible  to  avoid 
coming  to  a  decision  upon  it.  If  t lie  house  Avere  inclined 
to  adopt  the  course  recoinmnided  by  the  h'onourable 
gentlemaOi  they  should  endeavour' to  make  tbcir  conduct 
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coivii^tcnt.  U  they  arrogntecl  privileges  that  did  Jiot  bc-i 
long  to  flicm,  an  opinion  in  \»hich  lie  %vas  b^  no  meaos' 
disposed  to  coi^ncide,  the  most  maidj  course  would  be  to 
confrss  their  injustice,  and  to  repair  any  yifipng  they 
Rii^rht  have  comrnittecl.  Upon  this  principle,  the.  ho- 
nournhlc  genflernan  would  come  in  for  Lis  share  of  what- 
ever blanf)e  might  l)e  attached  to  the  late  proceedings  of 
ihc  bouse.  lie  could  not  learn  that  tlie  honourable  gen« 
tieman  had  even  entered  his  protest  against  the  oommit* 
inciit  of  Mr.  Gale  Jones  ;  and  he  therefore  contended, 
tiiat  ihe  honourable  member  was  a  party  to  the  injustice 
of  that  act,  if  unjust  it  were.  But  after  wl^at  he  had 
heard  that  night,  he  woidd  not  allow  that  the  house  on 
that  occasion  had  overstrained  any  privilege  claimed  by 
il,  HeVouId  coitfess  that  he  came  to  the  consideration 
of  the  question  with  considerable  doubts  on  his  mind,  as 
to  the  power  of  Ihe  house  to  commit  generally  (doubts 
that  Mere  greatly  increased  and  almost  confirmed  by  tht 
ingenious  speech  of  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
Huin  (Sir  Sarml<^l  Romllly)  on  the  other  side) ;  but  the 
argumcffts  of  the  learned  gentleman  on  the  bench  bdow 
him  (Mr.  Adam),  completely* removed  them.  With  re- 
spect to  the  case  of  Reeves,  whicli  had  been  so  much  ia- 
sisicd  on,  he  begged  leave  to  observe,  that  the  resolution' 
ultimately  adopted  by  the  house  was  .not  that  first  pro- 
posed by  a  right  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Sheridan),, 
whom  he  did, not  now  see  in  his  place.  The  resolution 
first  proposed  was  for  an  address  iQ  his  majesty  to  deprive 
Mr.  Reeves  of  any  office  he  might  have  filled,  and  to 
render  him  inca)3ab1e  of  holding  for  the  futui'e  any  place 
of  (rust  or  emolument  under  the  crown.  It  w^s  said,'  in 
the  course  of  thfs  discussion,  that  the  defence  of  the  ho- 
iiournbk*  baronet  consisted  merely  in  having  employed  a 
flower  of  speech,  and  it  was  asked,  what!  would  yoi^ 
come  upon  ibc  honourable  baronet  for  a/ metaphor?  But 
what  was  the  offenqe  of  Mr.  Reeves,  for  which  he  was 
orderod  to  be  prosecuted  ?  Was  it  not  also  a  metaphor  ? 
iiis  right  honourable  friend,  in  the  richness  of  bis  exube- 
rant iuiagination,  could, discover  a  libel  in  this  metaphor, 
,ia  this  child  of  fancy  ;  but  the  less  imaginative  minds  o^ 
ah  English  jury  could  not  recognize  any  feature  of  this 
repulsive  description.  It  wns.  impossible,  in  his  jodg- 
n>ent,  to  separate  the  cftsi^s  of  Mr.  J*>»jC8  and  Sir  Francis 
B^rdett.     \i  the  house  admitted,  by  their,  vote  of  this 
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nighty  thai  Sir  Francis  B^Kdett  ,wfl»  ^nfireW  goiKItss,  H 
fouowed  that  their  whole  procecdip^  a^aiiut  Mr.  Joiiefif''^ 
iFas  founded  in  flagraii^t  iqjusUGe«     Por  hin  own  part,  to^- 
SDUsi  express  bis  sincere  regret,  that  Hui  botise  wasiCalled  ^ 
to  .decide  upo^  a  question  of  this  oaUire*.    With  ilie-  ho«  • 
,  nourabl?  barotiet,  %vhose  conduct  i»as  ljb«  subject  of  con*-  -; 
sideratioHi  jbe  had  not  the  hoqnur  (^f  the  sH^btest  so*^  ' 
quaintfuic^.     He  had,  however,  oppprt^nitiea  of  ji^dginsr 
of  his  abilities  and  his  motives,  as  Ihras  one  lonn  ci»oI(|  ' 
judge  of  t)^  intentions  of  another.     Of  the  honotiTabl^  ' 
batonet  be  would  sav,  that  he  considered  him  as  a  mail!  * 
j^itted  witU  exiraorainarj  tale^U^ ;  of  poiyers  of  the  req^ 
£r$tgrfisp^  which,  if  directed  in  a  proper  channel^  might;  . 
produce  incalculahie  advantages  to  pis.  country;  >  He^ -^ 
Beyer. knew  the  honourable  baronet  to  rise  in  that  koiiiey  ' 
Aat  he  did  not  acauit  himself  as  a  person  of  ILffst-rrAteabi^   - 
litv;  always  entering  with  uncommon  aeal  inlotbecon« 
^ideration  of  any  subject  be  undertook^  and«  coiMiltiottiig   ^ 
it  with  equal  ability.  «  Qf  the  ta^eat^i  and  he  would  thin 
])ope  the  sincerity  and  purity  of  tlie  honourable  baronei'^d 
motives,  there  could  hardly  be  a  difictence  of  opinioii.   * 
But  the  question  was  not  respecting  the  views  or  parlia^'  - 
rncntary  talents  of  the  honourable  baronet.     Tbo  offenke^ 
charged  upon  him|  and  the  necessity  of  vindicating  tlioii)  : 
liffencei  was  the  question  on  which  they  were  to  decide* 
The  Question  was,  wliether  they  ^ould  or  w^d  not  up-  ' 
hold  toe . privileges  of  parliament.     These  privileges  were 
not  to  be  sought  for  as  laid  down  in  books  aiid  charts, 
amidst  the  violence  of  conflicting  parties  ;>  but  they  wer^ 
to  be  dihcovered  or  deduce)  i^i  or  from  the  invariable 
practice  of  ^rliamcnt.     When  he  considered  the  puit    ■ 
poses /or  which  these  ttriviteges  were  claimed,  that  thej^.' 
were  claimed  to  uphold  and  protect  that  liouse  against* 
oihpr  powers,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  imperious  duty  iq  main« 
tain  them:  with  firmness  and  jealousy. .  Thoiighit  was  fac 
from  his  wish  to  \)c  called  upon  to  decide  ou^a  question 
fissentially  connected  with  the  independence  and  the  ex«    - 
istence  of  the  bouse,  be  did  not  look  to  the  decision  with    . 
the,  apprehension  that  other  ^ gentlemen  did.    Ha  carodt 
with  his  mind  reluctantly,  but  perfectly,  made. up  on  the 
questioo.    In  deciding  on  it,  Ii^  would  take  care,  as  faf 
as  U  depended  on  him,  not  to  compromise  the  privileges 
of  tb(;  hpuse,  and,  above  all,  to  disuibute  justice  with  aii 
even  i^nd  impartial  haad.  ^    . 


Mr.  Pomtmhy  diselained  being  a  iptLxiy  to  flic  cent- 
m^ncut  pf   Mr.  Jonci.     In  presenting  himself  to  the   ; 
bQiiie  after  iba  rigbt  \\qx\,  geqtleman,  it  might  foe  sup*  ' 
pqaed.tbat  he  rote  to- impugn  tlie  principles  laid  down  hj 
pxm  and  an  bon.  and  Immed  friend  (Mr.  Adam)  on  the   ^ 
same  bench  ifith  himself,  respecting  the  privileges  of  that 
iiouM.     No  such-  thing.     That  hou3e  possessed  the  pri-    ^ 
vi^ge  of  committing  for  contempt,  ,or  for  libel.    Nothing  ^ 
wae  clearer  than  this;  it  was  confirmed  by  th^  practice  of' 
two  centortrs,  and  by  repeated  instances    '  In  discussing, 
howerer,  any  doubts  that  might  now  be  entertaint^  re« 
specting  it,  U  would  be  desirable  to  kedp  an  eye  on  the  • 
positipn  bid  down  bv  Sir  F.  Burdett.     The  honourable 
bai^net  stated,  that  toe  bouse  had  no  power  of  conimit- 
ment,  except  of  its  own  members ;  and  in  support  of  this 
assertion,  he  quoted  the  passage  from  Magna  Cbarta,  that 
no  pecBOii  was  tc»  be  confinecT  except  by  the  law  of  tlie 
land,ortbejudgmentof  his  peers.     Why,  according  to 
ihb  doctrioe,  theretwas  not  a  member  of  that  house  who 
wonid  not  be  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  this  clause  of 
the  ipreat  charter.     He  never  beard  a-  more  fallacious  opi- 
nioB,  aski^  be 'was  happy  tci  find  there  \rfks  not  one  roan  in 
the  lioust  who  concurred  in  it.    As  to  wliat  bad  fallen    * 
frombishbnounible  and  learned  friend  (SirS^mool  Ro-    . 
inUly)  ne  heard  it  with  deep  regret,  entertaining,  as  he  ., 
did,ilbe  highest  opinion  of  his  talents  and  his  virtues.'  His   ' , 
iionottiable  friend  seemed  not  to  be  aware  of  the  conse« 
quences  of  the  principles  belaid  down.     According  to  his 
argument,  the  jurisdiction  of  no  couf  t  could  extend  be- 
yond the  actual  commission  of  tl^  pffence  that  called  for 
reprehension.    It  would  bo  incompetent  to  punish  on 
Tuesday  that  vhich' wiss  done  on  Mortday.     But  his  ho*^ 
nobble  friend  surely <  could  not  have  forgotten  that 
tourls  of  justice  were  in  the  practice  of  attaching  for  stbeh    \ 
contempts,  and  Ihat  it  was,  i  fortiori^  a  privilege  that 
could  not  be  refused  to  parlijpment.    in  insisting,  ho^«    ^ 
ever,  upon  the  necessity  and  legality  of  this  privilege j  he 
roust  admit  that  discretionary  power  was,  in  its  nature,   , 
dangerous,  iaiid  thai   it  was   advisable  it  should  be  as 
tnii^  circdmscrilied  as  it  could  be,  consisfenfly  with  its 
end  flJid  design .'  After  the  experience  of  centuries,  he  ijict 
hot  expect  to  have  heard  it  doubted  at  this  drky  th<lt  th^ 
law  of^^ttciiarabnt  was -p^ftof'the  Ihw  of  the  landJ    'From 
Fortescue  do>rn  to  Blackstonc,  with  hardly  a  single  ex^- 
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cep^on,  this  principle  hud  been  recognized.  It  was  as- 
serted in  ihe  resolutions  of  (lie  house,  amlthe  conduct  of 
tbe  oomnions  at  different  times;  ami  he  knew  "not  where 
to  took  for  the  privileges  of  parliament,  but  m  ihc  liivf 
a«d  practice  of  parliament.  1'hc  rijrbt  of  the  cotnraons  to 
to  commit  having  been  already  disposed  of,  there  was 
another  question  for  the  consid**ition  of  the  honse.  That 
question  was,  whether  the  conduct  of  Sir  F.  Burdrtt  was 
n,  breach  of  privilege,  and  whether  the  house  w-<is  calfed 
npon* to  mark  it  as  such.  Upon  these  points  there  had 
been  various  revolutions  in  his  mind.  At  qi^e  ti^ne  he 
was  disposed  to  think  the  paper  on  the  table  libellouis,  at 
another  time  no(.  Woulcl  it  be  said,  that  it  was  not  com* 
petetit  to  any  one  to  discuss  the  decisions  of  that  house 
outside  its  walls  ?  At  this  day,  he  could  not  suppose  such 
doctrinfe  would  be  maintained.  On  the  contrary,  there 
was  no  constitutional  s^ibject  that  might  not  lie. freely  dis- 
C4]ssed  ;  and  in  these  discussions  it  was  not  always  |)os- 
siblcfor  men  so  to  measure  their  words  as  to  be  entirely 
free  from  oflbnce.  He  believed  it  would  be  allowed  then, 
that  the  constitntipn  of  that  house  might  fafrly  beconus 
ibe  subject  of  discussion  ;  and  that  the  question  of  par« 
liamentJiry  reform,  so  vitally  connected  with  if,  was  also, 
a  fair  object  of  consideration.  If  some  subjects  were  to 
hfi  admitted  and  otiiers  rejected,  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  privilege^  he  would  Ix^  glaJ  to  -know  where, 
th^  house  was  to  place  the  limit.  This,  he  believed,  was 
the  first  time  that  the  bouse  was  called  upon  to  agree  to  a 
set  of  resolutions  without  teing  apprizocJ  of  the  ulterior 
resolution  with  which  it  was  intended, to  follow  them  up. 
f  iad  he  been  in  his  place  when  the  case  of  Jones  was 
ituder  consideration,  he  would  have  opposed  tbe  commit- 
nflntof  that  person,  and  he  would  oppose  the  commit* 
jueutof  Sir  F.  Burdett.  Such  practice  would  close  all 
disctissi^n,  and  put  an  end  td  the  liberty  of  the  press.  \]<t 
admitted  that  there  were  very  intemperate  expressions  in 
tlie  letter,  perhaps  libellous,  but  tJiey  were  not  of  so 
i^arked  a  nature,  lie  must  contend,  as  would  justify  the 
house  in  resorting  to  so  strong  a  measure  as  this.  He 
would  agree  that  the  house  possessed  the  privilege,  iu  the 
fullest  sense  of  the  word,  of  committing^  and  might  exer- 
cise it  when  it  tliought  fit;  but  this  was  a  casQ  in  which 
he  must  maintain. i!  oucrht  not  to  be  exercised.  Instead  of 
making  Sir  F.  Burdett  less  pawetfulj  it  would,  make  hini 
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more  so,  aild'tl^e.que^tioa  for  parliamentary  reform  more 
populnr  than  it  had  ever  been. 

ITie  Chanteltor  of  the  Excheqver  justified  the  course 

adopted  by  bis  honourable  friend,  the  member  for  Somer*. 

setshire.     His  hpnonr^ble  friend  bafi  proposed  bis  resolu* 

tions  on  the 'ofiensivc  paper,  leaving  it  t6  the  discretion 

of  ihe  bouse  to  &av  what  punLshnient  should  follow.     lie 

(X>uld  not  collect  from  the  rigKi  honourable  gentleraan^s 

speech,  what  his  vote  would  be.     Was  the  right  honour* 

aW  gentleman  prepared  to  say  the  paper  Complained  of 

was  not  a  gross  libel  on  that  house  ?  If  he  was,  he  cpuld 

only  sav,  that  he  believed  he  was  the  only  person  that 

did.     Indeed  he  could  scarcely  have  expected  that  any 

man  would  be  found  in  that  house  to  maintain  it  was  not 

'  a  libel,  seeing  the. extravagancies  and  violence  of  the  cx« 

pressions,  and  when,  it  was  apparent,  that  it  was  published 

with  no  other  view  than  to  bring  tjie  house  into  disestcem 

and  disgrace.    He  trusted  that  the  result  of  the  vote  that 

night  would  be  to  she\^,  that  they  were  not  prepared  to 

^ive  up  the  privilege  of  that  house^  or  to  surrender  them 

'to.any  individual.         ' 

.     Mr,  GrdUan  lamented   that  this    subject    had    been 
brought  before  .parliament.    It  was  a  contest  in  which 
,  victory  would' j>e  witliout  .glory,  and  in  which  defi;at 
must  be  followed  by  disgrace.     When  the  house  went  to 
hunt  in  holes  and  corners  for  quest ioffs  of  privilege,  they 
.dimjnitihed  their  own  dignity,    l^hcy  might  depend  upon 
it^  that^tbe  result  of  this  contest  would  not  be  to  their  sa- 
tisfaction.    Had  they  (oviroi  Wilkes's  case  ?  that  it  eiuled 
in  his  being  elected  for  Middlesex,  and.  nominated  cham« 
berlainoftbe  city  uf  London,  and  that   parliament  wai 
at  length  obliged  to  shrink    from  the  contest?  In  this 
.  battle  Between  the  giant  and  the  dwarf,  the  giant  dimi« 
nishes  in  size,  and  the  dwarf  magnifies.     The  people  of 
'  England,  with  their  characteristic  generosity,  range  theni* 
sdves  on -the  weaker  side,  and  oppose  the  shield  of  thdr 
compassion^ainst  the  ann  of  power.    . 
Lord  Jocclyn  supported  the  resolutions. 
Lord  JV,  jftussell  could  not  agree  to  proceed  tolTie  otjvtr 
orders  of  the  da:y..    Hc  thought  the  house  was  bound  to 
assert  its  privileges.  ''  » 

General  Matnewmono^inf^ed  a  warm  panegyric  on 
the  public  conduct  of  Sir  F.  Burdett,  and  contended,  that 
he  ivas  justified  by  the  practice  of  the  best  days  oftlic 
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coDstitatioQ,  in  freely  communic^liiig  With  tluMe  fae  re% 
presented. 

Lord  Milton  thongbt  it  was  impossiMe  for  the  hoase 
to  puss  over  the  p»per.  Theqiiestioii  was  of  Chat  nature 
that  it  could  not  be  blinked.  If  the  housa  adopted  th« 
resolations,  ibey  must,  of  necessity,  proceed  fiirtiier;  but 
it  was  advisable  iJiat  the  punishjiient  that  was  to  folloir 
should  be  as  lenient  as  possible.  Ha  would  vote  againtt 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Brand  would  not  undertake  ix^  justify  every  tliin|; 
that  Was  said  in  the  paper  on  the  fable.  He  profeoed  bia 
intention,  in  case  the  motion  of  his  noble  friend  was  n<^* 
lived,  to  move  an  amendment  to  > the  resolutions,  rocog^ ' 
niziag  the  right  of  members  of  that  bouse  to  publisk  tlieir 
opinions  on  constitutional  points,  to  communicate  with 
their  constituents,  and  that  such  parti  in  the  Idler  and 
arjrument  of  Sir  F.  Bunlett,  as  did  not  contain  inferences 
derogatory  to  the  constitution |  were  not  a  breach  of  pri* 
Tilege. 

Mr.  W.  Wynne  contended,  that  the  paper  was  a  grctts 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  that  house,  and  ehafged  the 
•honourable  baronet  with  having  altered  and  misquoted 

frecedents  in  the  argument  to*  serve  his  own  purpose. 
rom  1547,  when  the  journals  of  parliament  first  ot>m- 
.  menced,  all  the  precedents  Were  in  favour  of  the  privttege 
of  commitment  by  the  house.  Instead  of  any  harsher  pro* 
ceeding,  he  wouM  recommend  that  the  Speaker  shoula  re- 
primand Sir  P.  Burdett  in  his  place. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  was  for  postponing  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  subjett  to  »  aistant  day. 

Mr.  Curwen  was  convinced  by  the  ar^imenta  oi  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  (Sir  S.  Romtlly)  on 
the  same  l)ench  with  him,  that  the  house  did  not  possess 
the  power  of  committing  persons  who  were  not  members. 
At  the  same  time  be  felt  himself  bound  to  say,  that  there 
were  many  passages  in  the  paper  highly  offensive. 

Lord  G.  Grenville  thought^  that  before  the  house  pro- 
ceeded to  a  vote^  they  should  bear  the  honourable  barooet 
•in  his  defence.  ' 

Mr.  T.  Foley  entered  into  a  Very  able  jnstiBcatioa  of 
Sir  F.  Burdett*s  conduct. 

Mr.  Sheridan  said,  be  trusted  the  house  would  give  him 
credit  for  not  being  a  person  likely  to  trespass  on  their 
patiaace  at  that  late  hour*    He  was  not  a  person  disposed 
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*' Ito-betray  tVe' pHvileges  of  iBat  Kouie;^  no  liiatter 

'  ''"ifftefher  they  teerfr  usurpol  iyr  conferred,  tvere  necesiary 
to  their  existence,  and  which  if  they  did  not  potoes^^  tjiey 
^^  tn>uld  not  be'  tbea^gttlinf  there.  But  they:  shottld  recof- 
^'  toot  that  their  pri^ileg^es  il^ere  derived  from  the  peot>le^ 
^  tLn&SfCft  htM  for  the  advantage  of  the  people^  If  the 
.  - iiooie wet^ broughtlnto an  unpleasant  pr^cnment,  iroe 

-  heto'iht  Iftt^  ftoerhber  for  Cambridgeshire.    That  gewtle- 

*  mull  wae  answerable  for  itaembariiRssnient)  and  wbaieyer 
consequences  might  follow.    It  was  he  who  excited  these 

T  <iilubts  i^oncerningthe  privileges  of  the  house^  by  convert- 

'    ii^a  personat  attack  on  him  into  a  violation  of  the  bfll  of 

^j%litB.      This    sent  people  ito  inquire  into  the  nature 

UTsnd  extent  of  privilege  of  parliament.    He  wished^"  to 

*  ^toiow-fvom  the  gentlemen  who  supported  the  resolutions 
.  *  ^hat  omeloaion  they  intended  to  cnraw  from  their  a4op* 
r  tiotr;    Did  the  hoaourabie  mover  mean  to  move  that  Sit 

'''Fi'Bordettskookl  bfe  seat  to  the  Tower  ?  If  that  was  his 
'r.4ntentlo%.for  Inosdf  he,  VDhid  say^  that  he  would  not  be 
made  a  stepping-sto(ie  to  assist  him  in  his  progress.  He 
^  '-VEOBUtiotc^BaBnt^to  hirta  hair  of  Sir  F*  Burdett's  head. 
'''^'^hat.dMtne.boaMiiabkt  gentleman  or.  his  friends  mean 
i  'toriDove?  He  caMiadupon^him/for  an  answer;  he  was  en« 
.  *^4i|kd  to  it.  ,        . 

• '  "  Mr Jliethbridge  would  "stale  what  his  co^irse  had  been^ 
"?,,  and^ what  were  his  inteiitMns;    He  was  not. to  be  farced 

-  -^il^ond  the  line  of .  conduct  he^had  prescribed  to  himself* 
^  HJB^oald  Jay  the  resolutions  before  ibe  house,  leaving  it 

to  them  to  dispose  of  ihem  .as  they  might  please.    If  they 

-  *iiere  adopted,  it  would  be  competent  for  any  honourable 
member  to  follow  them  by^afly  resolution  he  mi|fbt  think 

^  piroper.  When  such  should  be  proposed^  he  would  give 
'    nJs  vote  conscientioasly  On  th.e  question  •  . 

^tr  Rfri^ert  SaRshury  said,  that  if  the  resolutions  were 
agreed  to,  he  would  feel  it  his  duty  to  propose  that  Sic 

*  f  rancis  JBurdett  be  committed  to  the  Tower.   .^ 

The  resolutions  were  supported  by  the  solicitor-gensral 
for  Scotland,  Captain  Parker,  and  the  atiornj^y-general. 
:  i     Jbord  Poreheiter  said,  that  uo  n>an  felt  a  stronger  iocli« 
nation  to  uphold  the  privileges  of  ihathousei  but  he  could 
'\  .  BoiTdteforttfe'resoIations^tecslttsebewas  t^nvinotfdth 
proceeded  From  vindictive  feelings*  .  i  J 

•     Mr.JV.PoU:^di^:^ut  if  the  houae  dhpuW  agree  to 
^    ike  resohitUHia^  tbey/wene  bawd  ta  follow  th^m  up  by 


»  f> 
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a  tofe  of  commitinent.  If  th^  did  not  deal  o\it  impar- 
tial justice,  they  would  appear  to  be  intimidated  l)y  the 
language  held  in  that  house^  as  well  as  the  appearances 
out  of  doors. 

JV/r.  miberforce  contended,  that  parliament  had  no 
ri^ht  to  give  up  the  privileges  df  the  people  of  England,  of 
"^hich  this  right  claimed' by  the  house  was  undoubtedly 
one.  The  power  of  commitment  was  sapctipned  by  pre* 
cedent,  ana  essential  to  the  independence  of  that  bouse. 
lie  thought  the  wisest  course  they  could  adopt  would  hm 
to  come  to  a  vote  on  the  resolutions  at  present,  and  to  de* 
fcr  the  consideration  of  the  measure  of  punishment  to*  a 
cooler  moment.  He  considered  the  argument  of  the  last 
six^aker  as  rather  unfair.  It  seemed  as  if  it  were  intended 
to  induce  them  to  adopt  the  motion  for  commitment,  bv 
ifiaking  them  ashamed  of  appearing  io  be  intimidated. 
He  thought  the  house  was  in  duty  bound  to  mark  their 
sense  of  the  paper  on  the  table . 

Mr.  Lyttelton  was  convinced  the  house  would  render  a 

more  grateful  serviceio  their  constituents  by  rescinding  the 

vote  in  favour  of  the  Walcheren  expedition,  than  by  pro* 

.  rokitfg  a  contest  respecting  the  existence  of  a  privilege 

that  was  not  attacked. 

Sir  J.  Newport  and  Mr.  W.  Smith  announced  their  in* 
tention  of  opposing  the  resolutions,  since  it  was  proposed 
to  follow  them  op  by  a  punishment  not  warranted  by  the 
cfflevisive  matter  containea  in  the  paper  on  the  table. 

A  divisidti  took  plaee^ 

Ayes  -•-. 80 

Noes 271 


Majority    against    reading  the  >    |q« 
other  orders  of  the  day     -    -  $ 
y     Strangers  were  not  acrain  ad  milled  \  but  the  resolutions 
proposed  by  Mr.  Lcthbridge,  we  understand,  were  agreed 
to  without  a  division. 

'  A  motion  for  the  cWhrailment  of  Sir  F.  Bnnh^fjt  to  tlie 
Tower  was  then  made  by  Sir  R.  Salisbury,  as  wc  arcinform« 
ed,  upon  which  a  discussion  of  some  length  took  place. 
An  amendment  was  proposed,  that  Sir  F.  Bunlcft  be 
feprunanded  in  his  place,  upon  nbich  the  house  divided^ 

Ayes      •    -    .    -     152 
Noes      •    --    *    '     IQO 

MajorHy    .    -    .      3H 
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The  motion  for  commitment  to  the  Tower  ^as  carried 
without  a  division,  and  the  house  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

FRIDAY,   APBIL  6. 
6PAIN. 

# 

Marquis  Welleslej  laid  some  papers  on  the  table,  and 
expressed  his  intention  to  examioe  and  select,  by  Monday 
next,  all  such  papers  relating  to  mililary  operations  in 
Spain,  or  to  the  political  situation  of  that  country,  con« 
nected  therewith,  as  he  should  find  fit  to  be  produced  to 
that  house. Adjourned* 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,  APRIL  6. 

judges'  8ALARIBS« 

Ther  bouse  went  into  a  committee  on  the  increase  of  sa« 
lary  to  judges  in  Ireland  and  Scotland. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  ExcAequer,  after  some  obscr*  ' 
nervations  on  the  importance  of  the  judicial  character, 
and  the  necessity  of  surrounding  it  wiih  all  tfaedigntfy  and 
affluence  that  might  give  it  respect,  stated,  that  he  had 
then  to  propose  to  the  house  an  increhse  of  the  salaries  of  . 
several  of  the  judges  in  the  Irish  and  Scotch  courts.  '  The 
salaries  of  the  English  puisne  judges  had  already  beea 
raised  to  3,000/.  per  annum  net  revenue.    Tbe  lord  pr^i- 
dent  in  Scbtland  nad  at  {Present  a  salary  of  3,000/  per  an*  ^ 
Dum  ;  this  he 'proposed  to  raise  to  4,0i  0/. ;  the  salair  of 
the  chief  just  ice  clerk  to  4,000/.  and  that  of  the  chief  ba- 
ron to  3,800/.    On  a  computation  of  tlie  fees,  circuit  ex-' 
yenses,  and  present  salaries  of  the  Irish  judges,  he  pro«  * 
posed  to  give  them  an  increase  which  Would  make  the 
whole  3,000/.  per  annum  to  each.  ^ 

Mr.  JSuickbisofl  wished  to  see  the  sitnatitm  of  the  Eng- 
lish and  Irish  jndgfs  pitt  completely  on  a  par;  and,  after- 
a  very  eloquent  eulogium  on  the  abilities  of  the  recorder  . 
and  sub«rec43rder  of  Ck>rk,  concloded  by  recommending 
the  increase  of  their  salaries  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bouse. 

The  CfaanoeUor  of  the  Ezcheqaer  obsemd,  that  as    ^ 
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those  persons  were  chosea  by  the  cpiporation  of  Cork, 
they  were  to  look  to  the  corporation  for  any  increase  of 
tbeur  salaries. 

In  a  committee  to  consider  of  the  increase  of  the  aala- 
ries  of  the  judges  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  propositions 
were  moved  by  Mr.  Perceral,  and  ultioiately  a^^reed  to, 
for  increasing  the  salaries  .of  the  Scotch  Judges  tp  the 
amounts  following  :— 
The  lord  president  of  the  court  of  session  .  j^.  4,000 
liOrd  justice  clerk       .        -        -        -        -        4,000 

Lord  chief  baron 4,000 

Lortls  of  justiciary,  each     -        -        •        -        g,600 
Senior  baron  of  Exchequer  -        .        -        S,600 

Other  Judges  and  Barons,  each  -        -        2,Q00 

These  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  aAer  some  observa- 
tions from  Lord  A.  JIamiJitoo,  Mr.  Boyle,  the  lord  adyp- 
pate,  and  Mr.  Adam. 

Mr,  Brougham  objected  to  making  atiy  distinction  be* 
tween  the  exchequer  and  other  courts,  on  the  ground  of 
the  barons  having  less  to  do-rbecause  it  went  to  hold  up 
a  supreme  court  of  judicature,  having  Ifigh  duties  and 
privileges  (though  less  laborious  functions  than  the  other 
courts)  as  filled  with  sinecure  placemen,  and  flins  dero« 
gating  from  the  respeci  which  every  one,  however  friendly 
to  economical  measures,  roust  wish  to  see  universally  paid, 
and  universally. preserved  to  all  judges.  Believing  thea 
having  too  little  to  do  to  be  a  great  evil,  and  lamenting  it, 
however  unavoidable  it  might  be  at  present,  he  trusted  it 
would  be  remedied  by  an  extension  of  the  plan  of  reform 
introduced  by  the  laie  ministry,  and  partially  adopted  by 
their  successors,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  jurisprudence 
of  Scotland,  That  it  might  embrace  a  recurrence  to  the 
original  meaning  of  the  act,  constituting  the  court  of  ex- 
chequer .soon  after  the  union,  and  whicb,  from  its  refer- 
ence to  the  statute  of  Henry  Vllth,  was  by  many  suficred 
to  admit  of  a  jurisdiction  similar  to  that  founded  on  the 
fiction  o{quo  minus  in  England  ;  and  if  this  construction 
waa  not  adopted,  that  the  court  should  be  opened  by 
otJbei  ipeani,  though  be  preferred  the  former  if  practi- 
cable^  as  more  consistent  with  the  treaty  of  union,  and  in 
any  if aj  suob  a  reform  should  have  his  hearty  support,  in 
caae  any  one  more  worthy  than  himself  might  origi« 
nate  it* 
T!\^  i^lwy  of  tbe  pbief  bftron  iras,  as  above  stated, 
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placed  upon  an  equality  with  that  of  the  lord  justice 
cleric. 

A  resolution  was  also  passed,  augmenting  the  salaries  of 
the  judges  in  Ireland  to  3,150/.  each. 

Colonel  Hutcbinson«uggested  the  proprietj  of  increasing 
tlie  salary  of  a  respectable  judge,  the  recorder  for  the  city 
of  Cork. 

Mr.  Perceval  observed,  that  any  deficiency  in  this  r&. 
spect  fell  to  be  made  up  by  the  corporation  by  ^hom  (ho  ' 
learned  judge  was  appointed. 

Mr.  Whitbread  postponed  his  motion  on  the  subject  of 
Mr.  Bathurst^s  instructions  till  Monday. 

MAST£B«aBMEAAL  OF  ORDNANCE* 

Mr.  Whitbread  being  on  his  feet,  begged  to  put  a  ques* 
tion,  which  he  presumed  to  think  was  of  some  import- 
ance, namely,  if  any  person  hud  been  appointed  (o  fill  up 
a  situation  which  had  hitherto  been  esteemed  essential  ia 
tliegovemmentof  this  country ;  or  if  any  person  ^as  ia 
contemplatipn  to  be  recommended  to  his  majesty  for  the 
filling  up  of  this  situation  ?  If  the  qouatry  could  do  with« 
out  that  office  for  a  month,  he  must  conceive  the  great 
salary  annexed  to  it  as  a  grievance  and  unnecessary  buri 
then  on  the  country. 

Mr.  Perceval  said  a  month  was  a  short  time. to  find  a 
proper  person  for  the  officer—Adjourned. 

HOUSEOFLORDS. 

MONDAY,  APKIL  9. 
SLAVE  TBADE* 

JjorA  Holland  adverted  to  the  papers  which  had  been 
laid  on  the  table,,  in  pursfuance  pf  his  motion  relative  to 
the  application  made  to  foreifi^n  powers  in  compliance  with 
the  address  of  the  house  for  ^e  abolition  of  the  slave  trade 
carried  on  by  their  subjects,  and  observed  that  the  o6ra« 
munications  were  extremely  meagre.  The  motion  had 
only  applied  to  the  communications  since  the  1st  of  Ja« 
nu^y  1807^  but  he  found  the  first  paper  wag  one  of  an 
antecedent  date  to  the  note  which  his  noble  friend  (Lord 
Auckland)  and  himself  had  presented  to  the  American  mi- 
histery  and  for  the  production  of  which  there  was  no 
necessity.  He  wished,  however,  as  it  bad  been  produced, 
that  the  article  of  the  treaty  founded  upon  it  should  also 


f 


390  THE  PARMAMENTAtlV  REGISTER.     .       [loRD», 

belaid  on  the  table.  He  could  scaYcely  imafijiiic  thai  these 
papers  contained' all  the  corn miiiiicalions  which  had  been 
made  upon  the  subject,  and  wUhcd  (o  be  informed  if  such 
^as  the  fact. 

The  Marquis  WellesJej/  said,  (hat  as  far  as  he  could 
discover,  the  papers  corrtained  the  v\hf>leof  the  communi- 
cations upon  the  subject.  The  noblo  lord  would  be  aware, 
'  that  from  the  circumstances  in  which  wo  were  placed  with 
tcspect  to  Spain  and  America,  little  could  be  done  relative 
to  the  subject  with  these  powers.  As  (o  the  note  alluded 
to,  its  being  laid  upon  the  table  arose  from  (he  circumstance 
of  his  roibtaking  the  extent  of  the  noble  lord's  motion  ;  but 
be  had  no  objection  whatever  to  produce  also  the  article  of 
the  treaty.  He  could  ab&ure  the  noble  lord,  thai  no  one 
coult]  be  more  sincerely  or  earnestly  desirous  than  himself 
to  carry  into  effect  tl^  object  of  the  address  relative  to  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade. 

Lord  Holland  had  no  doubt  of  the  noble  lord^s  sincere 
desire  to  carry  the  object  of  theaddress.into  execution,  and  * 
was  aware  that  the  noble  lord  was  not  responsible  for  these 
communications,  they  havin^^  been  made  before  he  came 
into  office.  He  could  not  help,  however,  again  remark- 
ing upon  their  paucity  ;  he  was  aware  that  lliere  ej^isted 
some  delicacy  upon  the  subject  with  reference  to  our  rela- 
tions with  Spain  and  America  ;  bot  liow  happened  it  that 
there  was  no  return  Tvith  respect  to  Sweden  ?  He  should 
feel  it  incuml^ent  upon  him  to  call  theattention  of  the  house 
again  to  the  subject  on  a  future  day. 

CAMFAlGDr  IN  SPAIJT. 

The  Marquis  Wellesley  laid  on  the  table  several  addi- 
tional papers  relative  to  the  campaign  in  Spain. 

The  Marquis  of  Landsdownc  said,  he  had  been  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  have  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
this  important  subject  previous  to  the  recess,  and  with  this 
view  had  given  his  ndtice  for  Tuesday  se*nnight-  He  now 
found)  however,  that  the  noble  marquis  had  presented  se- 
veral very  important  papen,  which  had  been  omitted  in 
the  former  deliveries,  and  being  av^are  that  they  could  not 
be  printed  and  delivered  in  time,  he  should  therefore  move 
>'to  discjiarge  the  order  for  summoning  the  lords  for  Toes- 
day,  stating  at  the  same  lime,  that  he  would  give  an  early 
Hotice  after  the  recess.    The  order  was  discharged* 

Adjoui'ncd, 


APEIIi9.3  Ml.  GALB  JONKfl.  9U 

HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

_  -  •  * 

MONDAY,  APRIL  9* 
MR.  JOHN  GALB  JONES. 

Sir  Samuel  Romillj/  rose  and  stated  that  he  bad,  on  a 
former  occasion,  given  notice  of  a  motion  to  discharge 
Mr.  Gale^ones. 

TTie  Speaker  here  interrupted  bini,  obserrin^,  that  if 
the  honourable  and  learned  member  meant  to  submit  anj  ^ 
'  motion,  or  enter  upon  any  discussion  which  would  occupy 
much  time,  he  felt  it  necessary  to  apprize  him,  that  ac« 
cording  to  the  practice  of  the  house,  it  would  be  proper 
that  a  matter  of  privilege  which  he  (the  Speaker)  had  to  . 
brins;  before  the  house,  should  have  the  preference. 

Sir  S.  liomilh/  agnin  rose  and  stated,  that  he  did  noi 
intend  it  present  to  submit  any  motion.  He  had  ^ivea 
notice,  in  the  course  of  his  speech  on  the  subject  di^bated 
on  Thursday  evening,  that  he  would  take  the  earliest  op- 
portunity of  moving  that  Mr.  Jones  be  discharged.  Oa 
Friday  morning  he  had  fixed  that  notice  for  this  day.  But 
the  events  that  had  occurred  since  this  notice  was  given, 
had  induced  him  to  think  that  it  would  be  better  to\)ost« 
^  pone  it  till  gentlemen^s  minds  were  less  agitated  than  they 
^  could  be  at  present.  He  desired  it  might  be  understood 
that  he  would  press  his  motion  on  the  single  ground  that  . 
Mr.  Jones  liad  already  suffered  a  punishment  adequate  to 
the  offence.  He  never  had  any  intention  of  resting  it  upoa 
any  ground  of  doubts  as  to  the  legality  of  the  commitment, 
ivljen  he  found  that  persons  of  so  much  more  experience 
than  himself  differed  from  him  in  opinion  on  this  point.^ 
Ue  would  not  now  name  any  day  for  Bringing  forward  the* 
motion,  but  it  would  be  an  early  one.  He  hoped  he 
mieht  now  be  allowed  to  say  a  few  words  respecting  him« 
self,  as  the  subject  was  to  him  of  great  importance. 
Though  no  one,  he  hoped,  could  suppose  it  possible  that 
he  had  any  share  in  the  counsels  which  appeared  to  have 
governed  the  conduct  of  Sir  P.  Burdett  on  this  occabion, 
ret  having  seen  it  stated  in  some  of  the  newspapers  that 
le  t^ad  been  at  Sir  F.  Burdett's  within  these  few  days  past,' 
Jhe'  begged  leave  to  say,  that  he  had  never  been  at  Sir 
F.  Burdett^s  house  either  before  or  since  the  recent  occur- 
renc^.    (Heur^  hear!) 
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The  Speaker  then  rose,  amidst  cries  of  "order!  or- 
der !'*  at  the  bar,  to  state  to  the  house  how  he  had  pro- 
ceeded in  consequence  of  the  vote-  of  the  house  for  the 
oonimitment  of  Sir  Francis  Burdctt  to  the  Tower.  At  half- 
past  seven  o*cIock  on'  Friday  morntncc  he  had  signed  the 
warrant  of  commitment,  and  delivered  it  to  the  Serjeant 
to  be  canied  into  immeaiate  execution,  with  a  specific  di- 
lection  not  to  delay  the  execution  of  it  beyond  ten  o'clock 
that  day.  The  Serjeant  was  in  attendance,  and  would  re- 
port how  he  had  proceeded  in  consequence  of  these  direc- 
tions. But  before  that  report  was  made  he  had  to  siate, 
that  late  on  Friday  evening  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
Sir  Francis  Burdctt,  containing  a  desire  that  it  might  be 
lead  to' the  house.  If  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  house  he 
would  read  that  letter,  but  it  must  be  at  tlicir  request  if 
he  did  read,  because  the  matter  djd  not  re&t  with  him—- 
(Read,  read!  from  various  quarters.)  ^ 

Mr.  Frcemantle  wished  to  Know  at  what  hour  on  Friday 
the  Speaker  had  received  the  letter  ? 

The  Speaker  replied,  that  he  thought  he  had  stated  that 
he  hay  received  it  on  Friday  erening,  and  at  A  late  hour. 
He  had  no  objection  to  state  the  precise  hour,  for  the  bouse 
would,  he  hoped,  do  him  the  justice  to  believe,  that  of 
every  part  of  these  transactions  that  had  come  within  his 
cognizance  hi  had  taken  notes.  (Hear,  hear!)  The 
hour  was  ten  o'clock.  The  letter  had  been  left  for  him  by 
two  gentlemen,  who  desired  to  know  whether  there  was 
any  answer  ?  He  had  read  tlie  letter,  and  then  desired  an 
Intimation  to  be  given  that  there  was  no  answer*    . 

The  house  having  agreed  that  the  letter  should  be 
read,  the  Speaker  read  it  accordingly.  The  following  is 
a  copy  : —  ' 

*«  Sir, 

**  When  I  Was  returned  in  due  form,  by  the  electors  of 
Westminster,  they  imagined  they  had  chosen  mc  as  their 
trustee,  in  a  house  of  commons,  to  maintain  tlie  laws  and 
liberties  of  the  land — having  accepted  that  trust,  1  nevbr 

W|LL  BETRAY  IT.    ' 

"  I  have  also,  as  a  dutiful  subject,  taken  an  oath  of  al« 
l^iance  to  the  king  to  obey  his  laws,  and  I  never  will  con- 
sent, by  any  act  of  mine,  to  obey  any  set  of  men  who, 
contrary  to  those  laws,  shall,  under  any  pretence  whatever, 
assume  the' power  of  the  king.  ^ 
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•*  Power  ana  privilege  are  not  the  sama  things,  and 
OM^ht  notat  any  time  to  be 'confounded  together — privi- 
lec:e  is  an  exemption  from  power,  and  wasby  law  secnred 
to  the  third  bnuich  of  the  legislnture  in  order  (o  protect 
them,  tbat  they  mi*r!it  safely  protect* the  people,  not  to 
give  them  power  to  destroy  the  people. 
'  **  Your  warrant,  sir,  I  believe,  you  know  to  be  illegal 
•^1  know  it  to  be  so.  To  superior  force  I  mus.t  submit— 
b?it  I  will  not,  and  dare  not  incur  the  danger  of  continu* 
ing  volunfarily  to  make  one  of  any  association,  or  set  of 
Inen,  who  shall  assume  illegally  the  whole  power  of  the 
realm,  and  who  have  no  more  right  to  take  myself,  or  any 
one  of  my  constituents  by  force,  tnan  I  or  they  poss^ 
to  take  any  of  those  who  are  now  guilty  of  this  usurpation, 
and  I  would  condescend  to  accept  the  meanest  office  that 
would  vacate  my  seat,  being  more  desirous  of  getting  out 
of  my  present  association  than  other  men  may  be  desirous 
of  getting  profitably  into  it. 

"  Sir,  this  is  not  a  letter  in  answer  to  a  vote  of  thanks^ 
it  fs  in  answer  to  a  rote  of  a  very  different  kind — I  know 
not  what  to  call  it — but  since  you  have  begun  this  corre- 
spondence with  me,  I  ihust  beg  you  to  rejul  this,  my  an- 
swer, to  those  under  whose  order  you  have  commenced  it. 
"  I  remain,  Sir, 

^*  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

**  Francis  ©drdett/* 

''Piccadilly,  April m,  1810." 

The  Speaker,  when  he  had  finished  reading  the  letter, 
said,  that  the  next  thing  io  be  considered  was,  whether  it 
should  lie  on  the  table  ?  This  too  must  be  decided  by  a 
vote. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then   rose,  and  ob-    • 
served,  that  the  best  way  would  be  not  to  say  a  single 
syllable  on  the  subject  of  the  letter  at  present.    He  should 
therefore  simply  move,  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table,  to  be 
considered  on  a  future  occasion. 

Mr.  Charles  Wynne  suggested]  that  it  would  be  better 
even  to  adjourn  tlic  debate  on  the  question,  thai  the  letter 
be  laid  on  the  table  until  the  next  day,  and  he  moved  nc* 
cordingly. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  any  opposition. 

PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE   EXRCUTION    OF  THE  WARRANT  OP. 
i  COMMITMENT. 

The  Speaker  next  requested  leave  to  suggest,  that  this 
Vol.  IL— iSIO.  3  E 
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"wduld  be  the  roost  convenient  time  for  receiving  the  report 
of  the  Serjeant.  # 

The  Serjeant  was  called  to  the  bar. 
The  Speaker — "  Serjeant,  you  arc  directed  to  report  <a 
the  house  the  circamstances  attending  the  execution  of  the 
warrant  for  the  commitment  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  to  the 
tower,  delivered  to  you  on  Friday  morning."  • 

The  Serjeant^  after  an  apology  for  not  havtng  his  notes 
of  hb  proceedings  so  well  arranged  as  he  could  have 
wished,  stated,  that  he  had  gone  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett*s 
house  on  Friday  morning  with  two  messengers,  when  "he 
was  told  by  a  servant,  that  Sir  Francis  Burdeit  was  not  at 
home ;  he  then  went  to  his  own  house,  and  wrote  a  letter 
to  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  telling  him,  that  he  had  called  on 
him  to  apprehend  him  and  convey  Kim  to  th^  Tower,  in 
execution  of  a  warrant  from  the  Speaker  of  the  house  of 
commons  for  that  purpose.    He  stated  to  Sir  Francis,  at 
the  same  time,  that  he  wished  to  consult  his  convenience 
as  i^nuch  as  lay  in  his  power.    This  he  had  sent  by  Mr. 
Clementson,  the  deputy«serjeant,  desiring  him  again  to 
ask  if  Sir  Francis  Burdett  was  at  home.    At  four  o'clock 
on  Friday  afternoon  he  was  told  at  the  house  of  commons^ 
that  Sir  Francis  Burdett  had  returned.     He  then  went  to 
Sir  Francis  Burdetfs  house,  and  saw  Sir  Francis,  who  told 
him  that  he  would  be  readpr  to  receive  him  at  eleven  o'clock 
the  next  (Sati|rday )  morning.  He  left  h  im  at  that  time  with 
the  impression. that  Sir  Fmncis  would  go  with  .him  to  the 
Tower  peaceably  at  the  time  stated.    He  had  assented  to 
this  delay  because  he  had  the  Speaker's  directions  to  con- 
duct himself  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett  wit(|i  all  the  delicacy 
.    coniiistent  with  the  due  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  because 
,   be  himself  wished  to  shew  every  possible  respect  to  a 
member  of  parliament.    Indeed,  though  he  had  attempted 
to  execute  the  warrant  that  night,  it  would  not  have  been 
in  his  power  to  succeed,  as  thire  was  a  large  mob  .at  the 
door,  and  he  had  not  at  that  time  the  requisite  assistance^ 
conceiving  that  Sir  Francis  would  have  ol)eyed  without 
any  resistance.    From  Sir  Francis  Burdett's  house  he  went 
to  the  Speaker^  and  acquainted  Jiim  with  what  passed, 
stating  that  it  had  been  arranged  that  Sir  Fmncis  was  to  go 
with  him  at  eleven  the  next  day  to  the  Tower.     The 
Speaker  advised  him  U>  execute  bis  warrant  immediately^ 
and  to  apply  at  the  secretary  of  state's  office  for  whatever 
assistance  might  be  necessary.    Hq  then  went  to  th^  secre- 
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lary  of  state's  office,  where  he  was  detained  some  time* 
He  next  called  at  Sir  Francis  Burdett's  house,  stated  to 
biin  that  he  was  under  Uie  necessity  of  ezecutiii^  hLs  war- 
rant at  an  earlier  hour  than  that  which,  had  been  men* 
tioned,  and  shewed  him  the  warrant,  which  he  read.   Six 
Francis  then  said,  that  he  disputed  the  l^ali^  ofifae  war- 
rant,  and  that  nothing  short  of  actual  force  would  maka 
him' accompany  the  i^eijeant,  and  that  he  was  resolved  to 
resiht  as  far  as  was  in  his  power.     Sir  Francis  stated  at  tlie 
same  time,  that  he  had  written  to  the  Speaker  on  the  ille* 
gality  of  the  warrant. .  He  (the  Serjeant)  then  went  to  the 
secretary  of  staters  office  to  make  arrangements  as  to  the 
ibrce  which  would  be  required  to  enable  him  to  execute 
the  warrant.    Considering,  however,  the  lateness  of  the 
hour,  it  being  then,  about  nine  o'clock,  and  qo  arrange* 
ment  having  j^en  miade  with  the  lord  mayor  for  a  force  to 
accompany  him,  when  he  should  have  entered  the  con- 
fines of  the  city,  he  determined  to  put  off  the  executioa 
of  the  warraot  till  half  past  six  on  the  following  morning 
(Saturday).     In  the  mean  time  he  applied  himsdf  to  the 
arrangement  of  the  necessary  force  at  the  secretary  of 
state's  office,  and  sent  Mr.  Cleriientson  to  the  lord  mayor 
for  the  same  purpose.     At  half  past  six  on  Saturday  mom« 
ing,  he  went  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett's  house,  and  was  tdld 
at  the  door  that  he  was  n  it  at  home,  and  that  the  servant 
did  not  know  when  he  would  return.    •Conceiving  that  Sir 
Francis  had  gone  to  Wimbledon,  be  set  off  for  that  place, 
leaving  a  messenger  in  Sir  Fmncis  Burdett's  hall.    At 
Wimbledon  he  was  told  that  Sir  Francis  was  not  there. 
He  then  went  to  his  own  house  and  slaid  there  a  short 
time.    He  was  told  in  the  course  of  the  day  thai  Sir  Francis 
had  been  seen  in  the  street.     He  proceeded  to  bis  house 
and  found  the  door  a  little  open,  but  with  a  chain  across. 
A  servant  told  him  that  he  could  not  come  in  there,  and 
immediately  shut  the  door  against  him.    On  the  morning 
of  the'  following  day,  which  was  Sunday,  about  seven 
o'clock,  he  went  again  to  the  hotise  with  the  police  officers, 
knocked  several  times,  but  could  gain  no  admittance,  and 
withdrew.     Mr.  Clementson  and  himself,  by  turns,  con- 
tinued near  during  the  rest  of  tlie  day  and  night,  leaving 
messengers  to  watch  the  approaches  to  Sir  Francib's  house. 
On  Saturday  or  Sunday  morning  (we  could  not  with  c&r" 
taiiity  collect  which),  having  some  doubts  how  far  he  was 
warranled  in  ftiakiog  a  fojrcible  entry  into  the  bouse,  he 
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.sent  to  the  atterney-general  for  his  opinion  on  iliat  point. 
On  that  opinion  he  liad  acted  this  morninir-  He  had  ar« 
ranged  with  thi^  secretary  of. state  that  a  civil  and  military 
force  should  attend  him*  He  went  to  the  house  that  morn* 
ing  at  ten  o'clock  with  the  police  officers^  and  a  detach- 
ment of  cavalry  and  infantry.  He  forced  an  entrance  into 
the  bouse  with  the  police  officerS|  and  proceeded  to  the 
room  where  Sir  Francis  was.  He  told  him  that  he  must 
go  With  him  immediately,  and  that  resistance  was  quite 
i^seless.  Sir  Francis  asked  him  to  shew  him  his  warrant, 
and  he  told  him  that  be  arrested  him  in  viriue  of  the  war- 
rant which  be  had  before  seen  and  read.  Sir  Francis  then 
got  into  the  carriage  which  bad  been  provided  for  the  pur- 

f  lose,  and  be.delivered  bim'to  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower, 
fit  should  appear  that  he  had  erred,  or  had  been  remiss 
in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  he  trusted  the  bouse  would 

five  him  crediC  for  having  acted  from  the  be&t  motives, 
t  would  be  considered  that  the  case  was  wholly  unprece- 
dented, and  that  be  had  acted  from  that  respect  and  deli- 
cacy which  he  thought  it  became  him  to  feel  for  a  member 
of  parliament.  When  Sir  F«  told  him  that  he  would  be 
ready  to  receive  him  at  eleven  o'clockjorx  Saturday  morn- 
ing, he  certainly  understood  that  he  intended  to  go  with 
htm  without  making  any  resistance. 

Sir  John  Newport  moved,  that  the  opinion  of  the  attor- 
ney-general should  be  laid  on  the  ia^Ic. 

Mr.  H'hitbread  Bs^idy  that  he  wished  first  to  ask  the  Ser- 
jeant some  questions. 

2'he  Speaker  observed,  that  it.mi^ht  be  proper  to  read 
the  report,  that  an  opportunity  mi^ht  be  afforded  of  sup- 
plying defects^  in  case  that  should  be  requisite. 

'J'he  report  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Colman  remarked,  tfmt  be  omitted  to  state  that  Sir 
Francis  had  come  into  the  bouse  while  the  messenger  was  in 
the  hall,  and  that  the  messenger  served  the  warrant*  The 
messenger  wished  to  remain  in  the  house,  but  being  told 
that  he  must  go  out,  and  not  having  any  assistance  near, 
W  had  departed. 

Questions  put  to  the  Serjeant  by  Mr,  Whiibread. 

Q.  At  what  hour  on  Friday  evening  did  the  Serjeant  in- 
form the  Speaker  (bat  Sir  F.  Burdett  intended  to  resist  the 
jvarrant?    A.  Six  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  he  communicate  personally  with  the  Speaker 
or  by  letter  I    A.  Personally. 


APRIL  9.]  «IR  F.  BORDETT.  397 

Q.  Where?    A.  Attbe  Speaker's  chambers, . 
Q.  Was  the  house  then  sitting  ?     A.  Yrs. 
Q.  W-hen  did  he  first  go  to  the  secretary  of  state's  of- 
fice ?    A.  About  six  o'clock. 

Some  questions  were  here  put  relative  to  the  app]ication 
at  the  secretary  of  state's  office,  the  answers  to  which  it 
•  was  impossible  to  hear  distinctly.  The  substaoce,  how- 
ever, was,  that  the  Serjeant  Lad  seen  Mr.  Ryder  at  the  house 
for  a  few  minutes  on  Friday  evening,  and  that  he  after- 
wards went  to  the  office,  and  that  either  there,  or  Dy  Mr. 
Ryder  at  the  house,  be  was  told  that  the  busiuess  had  been 
nismanfiged* 

Q.  To  whom  did  he  apply  in  consequence  of  the 
Speaker's  recommendation  to  go  to  the  secretary  of  state's 
office  ?  A.  To  Mr.  Beckct,  and  two  magistrates  who  w^re 
at  the  office.  He  fisked  for  a  civil  force,  and  likewise  for 
an  escort  of  cavalry  to  guard  the  carriage  with  which  the 
police  officers  on  foot  would  be  unable  to  keep  up. 

Q.  What  answer  did  Mr.  Becket  give  ?  A.  He  referred 
'jne  to  the  magistrates  then  present. 

Q.  Who  were  they  ?    A^  Mr,  Road  and  Mr.  Graham. 
Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Ryder?  A.  Yes;  at  the  house  on 
Fridaj'. 

Q.  What  passed  then?  A.  He  told  nie  that  Mr. 
Becket  .was  in  the  house,  and  referred  me  to  him.         *- 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  that  ^ir  F.  Hurdctt  intended  to  re- 
sist thci  warrant?  A.  No.  I  had  j>ot  seen  Sir  Francis  the 
second  t i me  then. 

Q,  Yi^hen  the  Speaker  desired  you  tago  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state's  office,  did  yott  not  state  that  Sir  Fnincis  in- 
tended to  resist?  A.  No.  I  only  told  him  that  eleven 
o'clock  next  morniuji]^  was  (ixei:!  upon  as  the  time  for  con- 
veying Sir  Francis  to'lhe  Tower. 

"     The  Speaker  here  adverting  totlio  inconsistency  between 
the  last  and' the  first  part  uf  (he  evidence^   as  to  the  infor- 
mation respecting  the  intended  resist ann»,  brgged  leave  to 
call  to  the  Serjeant's  recollection  (he  exact  particulars  of  ^ 
bis  communication  with  him.     lie  (the  Speaker)  had  di-' 
rected  the  Serjeant  to  serve  the  warrant  before  ten  o'clock,  . 
and  not  to  wait  till  mid-duy  hours*  ^  The  next  intercourse 
took  place  while  he  was  sitting  at  that  table  (immediately 
before  the  house  was  tbrnied  on  Friday)^  when  he  under- 
stood that  the  l^rjeant  was^jrcparing  to  niake  a  report  that 
Sir  Francb  bad  been  seized*    He  seat  word  to  (lie. Serjeant 
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not  to  stop  there  to  make  his  report,  but  to  proceed  to  take 
him  to  the  Tower  tromediately.  He  heard  nothing  further 
about  the  matter  till  five  o'clock,  when  the  house  was  sit- 
ting in  a  committee.  The  Serjeant  wisl/ed  to  speak  with 
-  him,  and  he  went  to  a  private  room  for  that  purpose,  and 
his  first  words  were, "  Whereisthe  receipt  of  the  lieutenant 
of  I  he  Tower."  The  Serjeant  then  stated,  that  he  had 
arran^  with  Sir  Francis  that  he  should  go  to  the  Tower 
at  eleven  the  next  day.  His  answer  was**  possibly  you 
may  ht  sent  to  the  Tower  by  that  time  ;  your  business  is 
to  execute  your  warrant— and  I  would  advise  you  to  do  it 
before  the  dark  hours."  The  next  time  the  Serjeant  came 
Xo  him  was  the  first  occasion  when  any  intimation  was 
given  him  of  the  intention  to  resist. 

Q.  When  did  the  Serjeant  go  to  the  secretary  of  state's 
office?  A.  About  nine  o*  clock. 

Q.  Did  he  see  Mr.  Ryder  at  that  time?  A.  No. 

Q.  Who  did  he  see  there  ?  A.  The  magistrates  and  Sfr. 
Be<^ket.  , 

Q  State  the  substance  of  what  passed  ?  A.I  stated  to 
them  that  s^fme  force  would  be  necessary,  in  case  resistance 
•hould  be  made.  He  said  that  it  would  be  proper  to  have  a 
militar/force.  The  answer  was  that  this  would  be  furnish- 
ed if  it  were  stated  on  oath  that  it  was  necessary.  I  said 
it^as  necessary,  in  order  to  attend  the  carriage. 

Q»  How  long  were  you  in  conversation  there !  A*  Till 
very  late. 

Q.  Up  to  whnt  hour?  A.  Till  twelve  o'clock. 

Q.  J)id  Mr.  Ryder  never*appear  during  that  time  ?  A. 
Nt'ver. 

Q.  Wore  any  other  persons  present  except  those  you 
have  nientioned  ?  A.  There  might,  perhaps,  be  some  b^- 
lon^rin^  \o  the  otfice. 

Q.  What  pnssrd  between  the  Serjeant  and  Mr.  Ryder 
at  tljt»  house  on  Friday  i.  A.  Nothing,  except  that  Mr. 
Rjclor  n'fcrrcd  me  to  Mr.  Beclfet. 

Q.  Did  the  Sorj(*ant  go  to  the  oflSce again  ?  A.  I  went  on 
Saturday  niorjiin^*  to  procure  an  escort  of  cavalry. 

Q.   Whom  did  he  see'there?  A.  Mr.  Read.  • 

Q.  Did  he  see  Mr.* Ryder  ?  Av  No. 

Q.  When  were  you  summoned,  and  at  what  hour  did 
you  attend  a  privy  council  held  last  night  ?  A.  I  was  sum* 
moned  in  the  evening,  and  af tended,  1  believe,  about  ten 
o^clock. 
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Q.  Had  you  any  conference  with  any  of  Iiis  majesty's 
ministers/  from  the  time  the  vrarrant  was  given  you  for 
execution  up  to  the  time  the  summons  was  sent  yon  to^ 
attend  the  privy  council  ?  A.  I  saw  Mr.  Perceval  on  Satur- 
day last.     '     ^ 

Q.  What  conversation  took  place?  A.  Mr.  Perceval  - 
said — "  Well,  Mr.  Golman,  have  you  executed  the  war- 
rant i  witness  answered  that  he  had  not,  as  he  did  not  think 
it  justified  him  in  searching. 

Q.  Was  that  the  substance  of  your  conference?  A.  Yes; 
with  the  addition  that  Mr.  Perceval  advised  me  to  take 
the  opinion  of  the  attorney-general. 

Q.  Did  you  take  the  opinion  of  the  attorney-general  ac- 
cordingly ?  A.  Yes.     I  laid  the  case  before  the  attornev* 
general  on  Saturday,  and  received  his  answer  on  Sunday. 
Q.  Have  you  that  case  and  opinion  ?  A.  I  have  the  opi- 
nion. ,    N  •  ' 

Sir  Vicary  Gibbs  stated  his  desire  to  explain  someT  cir- 
cumstances ^efpre  the  paper  produced  was  read.  It  was 
true  the  Serjeant  did  laj^  the  case  before  him,  on  Saturday 
evening;  but  in  the  case  presented,  he  at  once  perccivea 
the  mistake,  that  instead  of  the  warrant  authorizing  tlic 
arrest,  the  warrant  upon  which  he  was  called  to  pronounce 
an  opinion,  thc^c  ^vas  inserter}  the  warrant  directed  to  the 
lieutenant  of  the  Tower  io  receive  Sir  Francis  Burdett* 
The  mistake  was  subsequently  corrected,  but  he  thought 
it  ticccssary  to  make  those  explanations,  in  order  that  the  * 
paper  should  appear  intelligible.  , 

Mr.  Whitnread  expressed  his  anxiety  to  put  a  qucstioa 
to  the  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  during  (he 
interval  that  the  Serjeant  was  employed  in  producing  the"* 
paper. 

Q.  Was  that  the  first  time  that  the  attorney-general 
was  consulted  by  any  persofi  upon  the  legality  of  th^ 
.    Speaker's  warrant,  from  the  period  it  was  issued  up  to  the 
period  referred  to  by  the  Serjeant?  ^ 

Sir  y.  Gibbs  had-  no  personal  objection  to  answer  the 
question,  but  hj*  did  not  think  it  the  usuage  of  that  house: 
to  put  a  qucsiioirto  a  member,  whilst  a  wellness  was  under 
examination  at  its  bar. 

Mr..  Whilhrcad—\i  was  for  the  house  to  determine, 
whethcf"  ihe  question  put  was  or  was  iio^  a  very  nece>- 
sary  oAe. — After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Perceval,  it 
iivas  agreed  not  to  examine  any  collateral  testimotV)  uiUii 
the  house  had  finished  the  examination  of  thcl^erjeaut. 
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^     •  Tbe^warmot  to  the  Serjeant  at  ^rms  was  theo  rea^with 
*'  "itic  opinion  of  the  nltorney-general  upon  the  legalitf  of 
.  eQforxriqg  it.     The  opinion  went  to  stat^,  that  in  the  case 
submitted)  no  instance  was  stated  where  the  ex<*ci4(ioitof 
^'  such  a  warrant  took  place  un<(er  thecircu>}istance.pl*>|h6 
^  door  of  the  individuars  house  being  broken  for  th^  piirpipse 
^ ,  of^rtting  an  entrance.    He  believed  there  wai»  no  »\\tn  0r€» 
:  ^edent.  .  The  case  must  therefore  be  considered  u^on«tbe 
K.  only  princiixlc  wliich  could  be  analogous,   naroelj,  ihe 
^.  course  of  proceedings  in  the  exec4iiioH  of  warrants*  whrre 
]^  the  king  was  a  parly.     Iii  such  cases  it  wiis  understliod 
3'  and  sanctionq^l,  that  tho  persons  appointed  to  execute  such 
/  warrants  might  force  tiie  outer  ddor ;  the  same  privilege  in 
,  the  process  w.ijs  next  allowed  where  subjects  were  the  party. 
Reasoning  upon  iUsd  analogy,  and  in  the  absence  of  any 
[  ilirect  case,  he  did  no«  see  why  such  a  warrant  as  thai  di- 
rected to  the  ^TJeaut  should  not  be  executed  in  the  safoe 
,  manner  tliat  a  rriminal  process<»  where  the  king  wiia 4he 
.^  prosecutor,  would  be  carried  iiito.cifect.     It  was  in  that 
;  view  the  present  case  could  only  h?  considered,  tfiere  bting 
,no  direct  authority  to  support  its  ta:ercUe.   It  was. to  beob- 
sarvcd,  that  the  fullest  notice  should  be  given  toibeindi- 
'  Tidual  whose  person  was  to  \ye  seized,  of  the  purport  ol their 
coming.  [Ie  also  was  of  opiqion,  that.tbe  proper  offiocr 
might  call  to  his  aid  all  species  of  aid,  military  as  wellas 
civil.  He  did  not  think  that  it  should  be  executed  at  night, 
'but  in  case  of  any  rescue  he  was  fully  of  ppinion  that  it  was 
perfectly  legal  to  break  in  and  search,  not  only  tlie  bouses 
of  the  individual  rrscucd,  but  of  any  other  person,  where 
there  was  a  justifiable  suspicion  to  suppose  that  he  was  con- 
cealed. 

.    The  examination  of  the  Serjeant  resumed. 

Mr.    fVhiibread. — What   members  of  administration 

.were  present  at  the  privy  council  last  night?     A.  There 

;.were  present,  Lord  VV'elleslry  (a  ipurmur),  Mr.  Perceval, 

'Lords  Bathuriit,  Westmoreland,   Harrowby,   Liverpool, 

Canulen,  Mr.  Duridas,  Mr.  Ryder,  and  the  Attorney-ge« 

neral. 

^  Q.  What  were  the  nature  of  the  questions  put.  to  yoitat 

the  council  ?   A.  It  was  intimated^ to  me,  that  govcmnfierit 

*wa$  anxious  to  ascertain  what  steps  I  was  about  td  take  to 

execute  the  warrant.  1  answered  that  I  was  anxtonsrlo  faaie^ 

ia  ipjiitary.  force  sufliGicnt;  in  my  opinion,  tO'enable  me4o 

-   execute  it.'  •  l  ;  -         -  -  • 


Q.  What  answer  did  the  priyjr  coanefl  ictorn  I  A.  Tiial 
I  should  have  what  I  required. 

Mt.  Ptrceval  next  commenced  his  examinatioii  of  tht 
Sojeant.  The  answers  to  his  interrogatories  were  for  tba 
greater  part  inandible  to  the  gallery.  Its  main  drift  went 
to  pruTe,  that  (he  ^^yemment  were  ready  to  afford  everjr . 
aid  to  ezeciite  the  warrant,  without  at  all  s^iying  any  di« 
sections  for  the  execution.  When  the.  Serjeant  applied.  • 
as  he  was  directed,  to  the  magistrates,  they  communicalea 
to  him  their  doubts  of  this  legality  of  forcing  the  outer  i1oor« 
Their  ytew  was,  that  the  military  force  should  not  bt 
<^Ued  in  until  after  the  arrest  was  made.  The  Chaocellot 
of  the  Exchequer,  in  his  interyiew^  with  the  Serjeant,  ex* 
pressed  his  surprize,  that  he  had  nol^xecuted  the  warrant 
when  he  had  seen  Sir  F;  Burdect,,4FaU  eyents  that  he  had 
not  touched  him.  The  Serjeant  aiked  Mr.  Peroeyal  fot 
his  adyice  relatiye  to  the  legality  of  breaking  the  outer  door. 
Mr.  Perceyal  would  giye  no  adyice ;  but  stated  that  what* 
eyer  doubts  might  exist  as^to  forcing  the  outer  door,  them ' 
could  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  any  rdative  to  all  the  interior 
doors  in  the  house.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for*  ^ 
ther  stated,  that  he,  the  Serjeant,  had  the  duty  to  exercise^  ** 
and  that  if  he  had  doubts  upon  the  legality  of  enforcinc 
the  warrant,  it  was  his  best  course  to  take  the  opinion  ^ 
an  eminent  lawyer.  He  recommended  the  attorney-general. 
Mr.  Perceyal,  although  he  would  have  thought  himself 
justified  in  breaking  the  outer  door,  if  it  was  his  province 
to  execute  the  warrant,  still  would  not  from  himself  giye 
any  advice  to  the  Serjeant. 

Sir  John  A^uMdher  put  some  questions  to  the  Serjeant, 
from  which  it  appeared,  that  the  first  doubt  entertaiiKd 
by  the  Serjeant  or  the  legality  of  the  execution  of  the  war- 
rant, arose  from  a  conversation  at  the  secretary  of  state's 
office.  He  believed  the  doubt  proceeded  from  Mr.  Readj 
but  be  had  also  his  own  opinion,  particnbirly  after  tho 
Speaker  had  stated,  that  upon  the  legality  of  forcing  the 
door,  he  could  give  no  opinion.  The  Speaker  '«ia^, 
that  late  on  Friday  night,  when  he  was  temonstratirg. with 
the  Serjeant  for  not  haying  executed  the  warrat:t,  he  ap« 
plied  to  him  (the  Speaker)  for  his  opinion.  Upon  that 
point  he  refused  to  proobunce  any  opinion  of  his  own^ 
but  referred  the  Serjeaat  to  commune  with  the  magistrateiy 
who  must  be  best  acquainted  with  the  ordinary  prooem  tf 
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Mlhrcolnf  tkr  cncutioa  of  wamints'  proceeding  from  the . 

ordinary  conrts  of  jarisdictioo.     '       ^ 

Lofd  Oi«idboii-**-JSuppo6e  you  had  aH  the  fnitttary, 
ftfis^  f««nisiied  by  the  aeemtary  of  state,  did  you  not 

ftp!  the  whole  Mtponsibility  of  the  execution  rest  upwi 

Cindf,  io  imicfa)  that  if  resistance  had  been  made,  and 
th  ensued,'  the  wartast  being  afterwards  found  illegal, 
viouid  you  not  have  considered  yoarself  subject  to  an  in^ 
Ainrtoifnt  for  murder i  A.  I  did  certainly  conceire  my* 
self 'the  raspoosible  person. 

r,  In  anfewer  to  a  question  from  Mr.'Adara,  the  SeijeanC 
stettd,  that  he  had,  on  Sunday,  seen  the  sheriffs  of  Lor<* 
doft  And  Middlesex  in  front  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett's  house ; 
ttd  that,  after  he  had  shewn  them  the  warmnf ,  they  ex* 
]>ms8td  their  readiness  to  support  him,  upon  the  supposi* 
tifUi  thai  Sit  Fiancia  Bunlett  came  out  or  his  house. 
.  Q.  Were  you  not  toild  at  the  secretary  of  staters  office^  ' 
•ti  Friday,  that  through  ycMir  negligence  in  the  execu- 
tm  ofyour  duty  you  nuet  be  considered  as  responsible 
fiv  all  the  conseguenoes  ?    A.  I  think  I  was  told  so,  ami 
I  felt  the  justice  of  the  observation.    I  think  I  said  so^  or  . 
le^tething  to  that  efibct. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Stephen.' 
Qr  When  you  first  saw  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  had  yon 
fitly  reason  to  suppose  that  he- had  any  iiitcrvtion  to  resist 
the  execution  of  the  warrant  ?     A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  then  make  any  objection  to  the  legality  of 
fte  warrant  ?  A.  His  only  observations  to  me  were,  as  I 
before  stated,  that  he  would  write  to  the  Speaker  that 
evening,  and  that  he  would  be  ready  to  receive  me  abgnt 
twelve  o'clock  on  Saturday. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  to  be  an  appointment  fut 
^oing  with  him  to  the  Tower,  and  that  he  so  meant  it  ? 

Q,  Did  you  understand  that  to  be  the  meaning  of  his 
ImsWer  to  your  letter  also  ?     A.  No  doubt.  * 

Q.  Did  you  apprehend  any  resistance  at  thnt  time  in 
the  execntion  or  your  warrant?  A.  No,  not  from  Sir 
Francis  Burdelt ;  butirom  the  multitude  ahout  I  did  ap- 
prehend resistance. 

'  Q.  Was  not  your  expectation  of 'Sir  Francis  Burdett's 
compliance  with  the  warrant  your  reason  for  not  taking 
Ittm  into  castodyat  the  time  you  saw  him  on  Ftiday  ?  A.l 
certainly  did  expect  that  ho  would  go  witir  mc; 
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{IxwiHied  by  a  member  ^hoee  namtf  ^e  doiildi  nit  / 
learn*  -  . 

Qv  Do  yott  neodleet  (be  tenns  of  Ae  Mtler  yma  adores- 
sedrfo  Sir  Fraacin  BiirdeU?  A^  J  bdiere  1  do^-^I  MH 
repeat  it  I  think — ?  have  a  copy  of  H  it  Home— It'Wss 
sometbuig  to  this  efibct^^l  apprifledf.Shl'F^Bbit  BiMett 
that  1  bad  received  •»  warrant  firom  Ib^.SpeokeifiM'hb 
committal  to  the  Tower,  whieh .  il  faein^  017  duty  as  Ser- 
jeant at  arras  to  execute,  I  requested  t»  koow  at  «hat 
liour  I  should  wait  upon*  him  in  order  to  accompany  hklt 
there.  .  •  ,  ,. 

Q.  Hareyou  now  the  answer  in  yoiir  possession  i  AjNoi 
\}ut  after  thanking  me  for  what  he  described  as  my  poUlB 
fttter,  he  stated,  that  hp  would  write  to  ti^e  Speaks  1^  tblfc 
evening,  and  would  be  ready  to  receive  meabont  ISo'^A^iiL 
oh  Saturday.  .  ,„.:* 

Q.  What  precipe  amount  of  military  force  di^  you  oon* 
ceive  necessary,  or  require,*  to  enable  yom  totc'xeouttf  ]lMr 
warrant?  A.  My  ^jNinion  upon  this  subject  at;  kny-'tiflfllB 
must  depend  upon  th)s  state  of  the  tow^,  and  thi^  appeals 
aiice  of  a  disposition  to  resist  me.  . 

Q\  What  precise, number  of  military  did  you  require  at 
any' time,  when,  and  to,  whom  djd  you  a))ply  ?  Army 
4rst  application*,  ftr  ;mlitaiy  assistance  was  on  ]f ri^mr 
afternoon  at  the  secretary  of  sjati^^s  officfe. 

Q.  EXd  you  make  any  otheif  application  for  t&e  s^n^p 

rirpoise,  when,  and  fo  what  amount?   A.  Yes — ^lastni^^ 
re(j^uir^  300  infantry  afid.  500  cavalry.  ^ 

:  Q.  Did  yon  at  any  time  demand  of  Mr.  Bfecl^et,  at  ij^ 
secretary  of  state's  o^ce^  an  audience  of  Mr,  Ryder? 
A.  Never. 

Examined  by  3/r.  Peixeval. 

Q.  When  you  on  Friday  applied  at  the  sectetary  of 
state's  office,  did  not  Mr.  Read  tell  you  thai  you  oiigK  to 
make  nnrangeinents  with  the  lord  mayor  as  to  an  ^coit 
through  tho  city  ?  A.  I  believe  it  was  on  Friday,  atid  ^ 
i  answered^  before  tliat  I  bad  not  then  made  sui^h  an  ar« 
rangement. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Road  then  state  to  y6u  that  without  a 
city  mngistmlo  (o  attend  the  military  yon  could  not  eo 
into  l-licoity — that  without  a  magistrate  the  militar^r  would 
pit>bably  HcfUse  to  ^o»on,  and  that  therefore  a  city  magis* 
trate  should  be  providt*d  to  iict  n  that  character  ?  A  No. 
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having  declined  to  answer,  had  deferred  to  the  judgment 

8f  the  housej  it  would  be  for  the  house  to  decide,  whe- 
ier  he  should  be  called  upon  to  give  an j  answer,  if  tb^ 
konourable  member  pressea  his  question. 
•   Mr.  Whltbread  thought  the  question  of  importancci 
and  therefore  begged  leare  to  press  \L 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  doubted  whether  tbq 
fioHse  ought  to  press  this  question.   The  Attorney*generf^ 
was,  H  appears,  called  upon  in  his  official  capacity  to  be 
consulted  by  the  cabinet,  and  the  object  of  this  que^tio^ 
vas  t6  obtain  fk>m  him  the  materials  of  his  advice ;  ^ut 
ttich  an  inquiry  must  be  imperfect,  unless  the  whole  of 
vbat  Jessed  at  the  council  was  gone  into.     He  submitted 
Ik/A  the  case  under  consideration  was  not  of  a  grave  nature 
JBYolTlBg  the  conduct  of  ministetrs,  tls  to  demand  such 
proceeding,  arising  as  it  did  quitie  incidentally  out  of  the 
examination  of  the  Serjeant  at  Anrts.  Although  the  house 
flight  0n  important  occasions  enter  in  its  inquisitoriat^a"* 
MCity  intothe  examinalion  of  ei^en  cabinet  councillors, 
#•  trusted  it  would  be  very  cautious  of  establishing  a  pre« 
cedent  for  vanecessariiy'penetrating  the  secrecy  of  cabinet 
deliberations,  and  dissolving  the  tfonfidcnce  which  was  so^ 
often  requisite  to  give  those  deliberations  efiect.   '  FiV>m 
these  con^iideraiions  it  was  that  the  house  was  generally  so 
eautipus  about  examinfaig  a  cabinet  councillor,  and  he 
trust^  tlie  motive  which  produced  thaf  caution,  would 
c^rat^  in  this  case.     While  he  regretted  that  the  ho^ 
aourable  gentleman  should  not  obtaia  the  particular  obfeet 
which  his  question  had  in  view,  yet  for  sake  of  a  general 
j^inciple  lie  roust  press  his  objection, 

Mr.  JVhitbread  ohsetved  J  that  there  were  numerous  pre* 
Indents  for  the  examination  of  privy  councillors  by  that 
house;  and  he  maintained  (hat  tlu?  interrogatory  under 
discussion  related  to  a  point  of  such  importance  as  d&i 
manded  the  fullest  cxv)lanation,  jiarticularly  respecting^ 
the  warrant.  When  il  was  recollected  that  Westminster 
had  been  for  so  many  days  in  a  state  of  tumult  and  comV 
iQotion— -when  some  of  the  king'a  subjecte  had  been  ac<« 
tuaily  slain — and  when  this  was  alledgcd  to  result  in  a  great 
measure  from  ministers  not  having  done  their  duty,  could' 
it  be  pretended  that  such  a  case  did  not  call  for  inquiry^ 
i^  every  quarter  in  which  information  could  be  had  3 
Notwithstanding  the  confident  tone  held  by  the  gcnttemeuj 
OB  the  otli^  side  on  late  debutes,  with  lespect  to  the 
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Speaker^  ^aiTftat,  U  now  appeared  that  Irte  on  S4tarda|r 
evening  last  those  gefitleaien^  with  the  first  lord  of  the 
treasury  at  their  he^,  thought  it  neces»ary  to  put  a  qaes- 
iion  to  the  attorney-general  as  to  the  Validity  of  this  war« 
rant,  (iVo,  noy  noy  on  the  treasury  bench.)  He  appealed 
lo  the  recoUectioo  of  the  house  upon  this  subject.  But 
the  case  would  be  more  fully  explaioed  by  the  answer 
which  his  question  had  iu  view.  He  would,  therefore, 
press  it ;  andhe  trusted  the  house  would  decide  upon  the 
propriety  of  seeking  every  possible  information  .as  to  the 
conduct  of  government  in  such  disastrous  timed*. 

Mr.  Perceval  denied  that  ministers  put  any  question 
to  his  learned  friend  as  to  the  validity  of  the  warrant,  and 
therefore  the  honourable  gentleman  was  under  a  mistake* 
He  begged  to  say,  that  government  bdd  no  doubt  of  the 
legality  <^f  the  Speaker's  warrant ;  but  in  consequence. of 
the  doubts  existing  in  the  mind  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  as 
to  the  I^alitj'  of  breaking  open  the  outer  door  of  Sir  Francis 
Burdetf,  in  order  to  execute  that  warrant,  it  was  deemed 
expedient  to  refer  the  question  to  the  consideration  ofhi^ 
learned  friend,  and  upon  this  question  alone  he  was  con« 
suited,. 

Mr.  Whitbfead  said,  that  in  mintioning  the  validity 
of  the  warrant,  he  me^nt  tlie  extent  to  which  it  coald 
go — that  is,  the  power  of  executing  it  on  its  boatted  oitt* 
nipotence. 

Mr.  R.  Dundas  expressed  his  astonishment  at  he&r« 
ing,  and  from  the  quarter  opposite,  that  his  majestv^s  go- 
vernment should  be  chargeable  with  any  blame  lor  not 
interposing  their  authority,  a  mandate  to  direct  or  con- 
tronl  the  conduct  of  an  officer  of  that  house.  The  refer** 
ence  to  the  opinion  of  the  Attornev-general  was,  he  ob* 
served,  with  a  view  to  solve  some  doubts  whicL  had  beeit 
put  into  the  head  of  the  Serjeant  at  Armsr,  not  by  any  of 
the  ministers, ^but  by  some  magistrates  and  others. 

After  a  few  more  observations  froni  Mr.  Whitbread  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  latter  withdrew  his 
objection  to  the  examination  of  the  Attorney-general — and 
.  the  learned  gentleman  stated  iu  reply  to  Mr.  VVhitbread's 
question,  that  on  Friday  morning — on  recollection  he  beg- 
ged to  say,  Saturday,  he  attended  the  cabinet  council^ 
and  l)eing  called  upon  for  his  opinion  as  to  the  leralify  of 
breaking  open  the  outer  door  of  Sir  Francis  Burifbtt's 
liouse^  in  order  to  execute  th^  Speaker's  warranty  he  te^ 
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qunted  time  to  consider  it.  He  felt  it  to  be  quite  a  new 
qaeslion,  hnd  beins:  unacquainted  with  any  case  in  wbiok 
such  a  difficuUv  arobe  in  the  mode  of  executing  such  a 
warrant,  he  hod  no  precedent  to  refer  to,  but  reasonini^ 
iironi  analosr v  as  to  otfier  warrants,  the  tendency  of  his 
opinion  wa^,  that  ihe  door  ought  to  be  broke  open  for 
the  purpose  of  cxecutiitg  this  warrant.  This  impres- 
sion  was  the  result  of  fjie  best  consideration  whtcn  be 
could  give  to  the  case,  and  therefore  be  fold  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms  that  be  would  be  justified  in  breaking  open  the 
door.  But  at  the  saraetime,  he  stated  thai  br  could  give 
no  decided  opinion ;  as  far,  however,  as  his  opinion  went, 
which  was  grounded  n<>*  upon  authority,  but. reasoning, 
lie  thouKht   hf*  d  or  misrht  be  broke  open, 

Q.  (By  AL.  WhUhread)  Have  you  stated  all  that 
passed  at  the  lonncit  upon  the  subject  of  this  warrant  I 
A.  I  al»o  stated  to  (ht*  Sierjeant  at  Arms  the  consequences 
of  so  executing  the  warrant  if  not'  justified  tji  law.  If  a 
conflict  were  to  ensne  from  which  any  death  should  follow, 
]  observed,  (hat  the  Serjeant  would  or  would  not  be  jus* 
tified  according  as  the  mode  I  have  described  of  execut* 
ing  the  warrant  should  be  deemed  legal  or  illegal;  and 
I  Uiink  I  also  stated,  tlint  if  any  thing  should  happen  to 
the  Serjeant  himself,  it  must  depend  upon  the  legality  or 
illegality  of  the  mode  of  executing  the  warrant,  whether 
any  person  should  be  criminally  responsible  for  the  con* 
sequences* 

air.  Whitbread  observed,  tlwt  if  the  house  were  now 
in  possession  of  all  the  information  desired  upon  this  snb«- 
ject,  lie  would  move  to  have  the  minutes  of  the,  evidence        ^ 
printed. 

*  A  member  whom  we  did  not  know  moved,  that  the 
messenger  who  accompanied  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  to  Sir 
Francis  Burdett's  house  on  Friday  njght,  should  be  called 
in  and  examined.  '     . 

Mr*  Jacobj  in  rising  to  second  this  motion, took  occa- 
sion to  observe,  that  the  inquiry  should  take  a  wiiW 
range  than  gentlemen  appeared  to  have  in  contemplation. 
The  object  of  all  the  interrogatories  seemed  to  be  to  cri* 
•minate  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  the  ministers,  or  the  pri^ 
toner,  and  for  this  purpose  only  one  witness  wasexnmined. 
Nothing  had  as  yet  been  gone  into  to  affect  the  crimini« 
Utyt»f  the  prisoner,  or  to  exj^se  any  of  his  secret  advis* 
ers,  whether  members  of  that  b^use  or  not.  {A  hudcrjf 
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^  ^  namei  wflwic !)  H^  only  roeant  to  sug^t  the  pro- 
'' pricty  bf  extending  inquiry  uppa  tliis  subjecti  in  oraer 
^*  to  ascertain  ^lieth^r  any  member  of  that  house^  or  who 
'  bad  receatlyadvi&ed  Sir  Francis  Butdeti  to  resist  the  au« 
;  ihoritv  of  .the  Speakex^^i  warrant.  U  appeared  tohioi 
'  that  the  house  had  at  least  ^as  much  right  to  call  upoa 
any  n^embcr  to  viotute  his  confidential  counsels  with  Sir 
t'ranciS  Burdett,.  as  it  had  to  call  upon  the  law  officer  of 
^  the  crown  to  violate  bis  consultations  with  the  king  s  ca- 
*  binet.       ... 

Lord  John  Cavendish  rose  to  order*    He  conceived  the 
lionoQrable  member  to  be  quite  wandering  from  the  ques^ 
tion  properly  before  the  house- 
Mr.  roDsonbiy  also  rose  to  order ;  but 
The   $peaker  interposed  and  expressed  his  opinion^ 
that  the  honourable  n^eniber  was  not  out  of  order-— as.  he 
^as  only  adducing  arguments  to  fortify  the  propositioii 
^  before  tTio'nousc  for  further  inquiry. 

The  hoiiourablp  m^mbei:  resumed  and  observed,  that 

he  was  not  dispo!>;ed  to  boUeve  that  there  were  any  of  the 

,  secret  advisers,  ol^  Sir.  Francis  Burdelt^s  conduct  ^rnong 

th^  member^  of  that  bouse.  '  ,The  declaration,  indeed,  ' 
.  ot  one  hoaourable  ,member  (Sir  S.  Romilly)  this  night,, 
'whom  the  newspapers  set  d^wn  among  the  advisers  of. 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  justified  this  disbelief.  But  still  he 
must  say,  if  it  appeared  that  there  were  amonethe  menK 
bers  of  that  house  any  secret  advisers  of  the  honourable, 
baronet,  he  saw  nothing  inconsibtenl  or  inappropriate 
to  the  purposes  of  this  inquiry,  to  call  upon  such  gen- 
tlemen for  ail  explanation  of  their  advice  and  motives* 

Air.  JVhUbread  begged  to  submit  a  few  observations 
upon  the  insinuation  of'  the  honourable  gentleman,  which 
was  certainly  by  no  means  dark  or  difficult  to  be  under- 
stood. The-  honourable  gentleman  concluded,  he  must# 
say,  not  very. liberally,  that  any  private  advice  given  to 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  on  his  late  proceedings,  was  hidi 
Now  he  hap|;)ened  to  have  his  own  name  set  down  in  the 
newspapers,  not  as  among  the  advisers,  but  as  among 
the  visitors  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett;  and  he  hoped  it  would, 
not  be  deemed  lehs  honourable  in  him  .to  avow,  that  he 
was  one  of  ihe  visitors  of  the  honourable  baronet^  than  it 
.was  iu  his  learned  friend  near  him,  (Sir  S.  Uomilly),  to 
correct  the  erroncons  mention  of  his  uame^  He  hali.cer<* 
tainly  never  vibited  Si #  Francis  Burdcti  before,  nor  ever 
Vol.  II.— 1810.  3G 
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dined  at  his  house,  but  dticc  some  years  hgo.  Bat  on  Sa-  ' 
fbrday  evening.Iast  he  wns  indnced  to  visit  the  honourable 
Baronet,  in  company  wiCh  another  member  of  that  house, 
trhn  WPS  hettrr  acquainted  with  the  honourable  baronet, 
ittd  he  did  slate  inch  considerations  to  the  honourable 
fearonet  as  he  thought  \vouM  have^  had  an  influence  upon 
his  mind.  Ife  mentioned  hj potheticaHy  what  he  hira- 
setf  W(Ynk)  hare  done  under  similar  circumstances.  In 
order  to  avert  the  consequences  likely  to  follow  to  the 
king's  subjects,  be  discussed  the  liue  of  conduct  which  he  • 
himbOlf  would  have  thought  it  advisable  to  pursue,  even 
adfng  upon  llie  hon6urable.  baronet's  own  prmciples,  and 
be  must  say,  that  he  was  received  with  the  utmost  possible 
attention;  that  the  honourable  bdronet  very  politely  at- 
tended to  every  observation  he  made.  The  .advice  which 
heoflbred  to  the  honourable  baronet  was  not  secret,  but 
in  the  open  day ;. and  he  would  appeal  to  the  candour  of 
the  house,  whither,  if  even  secret,  it  was  therefore  to 
be  deemed  bad.  ,He  felt  that  he  had  done  his  duty  in  call- 
ing iipon  tjje  honourable  baronet,  and  offering  the  advice 
he  did.  In  making  that  call  he  was  acting  in  compliance 
with  tftt  rarn^^st  solicitations  of  a  friend,  and  he  certainty 
fell  that  far  from  doing  evil,  he  was  likely  to  promote 
what  |je  CO'  ceived  a  very  desirable  good. 

Mr.  Jacob  disclaimed  any  personal  allusion.  His  ol- 
ftrvation  being  confined  io  «nn  //",  relative  to  any  members 
6f  that  house  being  among  the  secret  advisers  of  Sir 
Francis  BuWett.— [2f  general  cry  on  tfieopiosite  benches 
of  name !  name !] 

Mr.  Ponsonhy  said,  that  whatever  were  the  professions 
of  the  honourable  gentleman,  there  could  be  little  doubt, 
that  the  manner  and  deportment  of  thai  honourable  gen- 
tleman in  the  course  of  his  sperch  was  niost  unfortunate, 
if  they  were  ment  to  second  ihe  construction  which  that 
«n<lemnn  wished  to  have  put  upon  his  words.  He  (Mr. 
PoBsonby)  would  confidently  appeal  to  the  house,  and 
ask}  if  there  was  one  more  within  its  walls,  who  would' 
take  upon  him  to  declare,  upon  his  honour,  that  hrdid 
Bot  believe  that  the  honourable  gentleman  meant  to  affix 
a  charge  of  giving  secret  and  bad  advice  to  Sir  Francis 
Burdett,npon  some  member  of  that  house.  {II ear ^  heart) 
And  what  could  hav«  been  meant  by  such  an  im^juiation? 
He  did  not  hesitate  to  say ,  that  it  was  an  imputation  tfa^t 
conkl  not  be  too  speedily  retracted— (^eor,  hear  \)    By 


I 
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what  privilege  did  tbat  geotleioaa  assiime  to)iim»e1f  tbe 
tight  of  throwing  out  at  random  groundless  apersions 
against  the  motives  of  other  members^  in  what  tWy  be- 
lieved to  be  the  consciealious  discharge  of  their  di|tj  ? 
When  the  honourable  geutiemaii  made  the  charge  he  did, 
he  ^as  called  upon  to  namejhe  objects  of  his  charge. 
He  did  not  do  so»  and  in  not  doing  so,  the  honourable 
gentleman  involved  himself  in  the  embara^uimeiit,  either 
of  making  charges  which  he  could  not,  or  wiiuld  not,  sup« 
port.  He  would  advise  that  honourable  geBtIem;m  to  be 
more  cautious  for  the  future,  ami  not  todenl  outcoRJei^tural 
invective  against  men  as  undeservincr  of  such  attacks  a3 
any  that  could  make  them.    (Ilear^  hear  t) 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  stated,  that  the  least  part  of  the 
notives  which  then  influenced  him  to  rise,  was  that  of 
vindicating  ids  niajest>\s  ministers  from  the  attack  that 
had  been  made  upon  them.  Mis  principal  object  was^ 
rather  to  vindicate  the  privileges  of  that  )|Ottse,  nvhick 
bad  been  so  gni&sly  trampled  upon.  The  Serjeant  mt 
Arms  had  been  described  a^  the  agent  of  mintKters.  How 
did  that  appear?  Not  surely  in  the  obedience  of  that 
officer  to  the  sllgge^sIons  of  the  ministers.  He  (Mr* 
Ryder)  admitted,  that^  his  situation,  for  the  last. four  days 
at  least,  was  a  most  responsible  situation*— (//ear,  he0r !) 
responsible  as  that  situation  was,  and  hu^nbly  calculated 
as  he  was.  to  fulfil  its  duties,  still  he  would  con'.end  for  it 
that  there  was  no  deficiency  on  the  part  of  th*  ministers* 
Much  had  been  said  of  what  the  governtnent  had  omitted 
to  dp  ;  but  he  would  contend  for  it,  that  had  the  e^overn* 
jnent  not  done  whatii  had  done,  the  mischief  might  have 
been  incalculably  greater,  (//earl)  But  ministers  had 
been  asked  why  they  did  not  do  on  Friday  what  had  been 
at  length  done  on  the  Monday  t'ollowmg  ?  In  answer  \o 
that  question  he  would  s^ay,  that  ijt  was  noi  the  part  of  the 
executive  government  to  take  from  the  h  'Use  of  commons 
the  right  of  enforcing  its  own  order.  As  far  as  the  exe* 
cutive  power  was  concerijed  in  assisting  in  carrying  into 
eftect  a  legal  warrant,  so  far  the  aid  of  the  ext^cutive. 

{>uwer  was  nut  wanting.  The  civil  and  military  power 
lad  been  called  forth,  and  where,  he  would  ask,  was  the 
object  in  visiting  upon  mini^ters  undefined  and  lllsup^ 
ported  accu^ations  of  not  niaintainiitg  the  public  peace? 
vVhat  eflfect'had  such  charges?    Had  not  some  of  the 
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-  speecbn  tbey  had  beard  a  tendency  to  excite  popular  inrir 
tation,  and  give  rtse  to  dissatisfaction*  {Order j  ordeal) 

A  member  rose  to  order,  and  complainKi  of  charges 
having  been  made  against  the  motives  of  certain  mem« 
bers  ^ho  had  spoken,  b^  complaining  of  the  tendency  of 

.  their  speeches,  fibich  he  presumed  to  be  disorderly. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  he  conceived  it  to  be  within  the 
prescribed  limits  of  debate  for  any  honourable  member  to 
speak  to  the  tendency  (in  his  judgment)  of  any  speech  he 
had  heard,  and  in  that  sense  he  concluded  the  honournble 
member  (Mr.  Ryder)  to  be  in  order  {Hear ^  hear  \  Chair ^ 
chair  I) 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  then  proceeded  to  restate  his  as* 
pert  ion,  and  concluded  by  expressing  his  earnest  wish 
that  all  the  proceedings  of  government  on  this  mament- 
ous  business  were  in  detail  before  the  house. 

Sir  John  An4ruiher  stated  that  a  right  hononrabia 
friend  of  his  had  been  charged  with  great  warmth  upoi| 
this  subject.  He  confessed  that  it  was  not  one  upon 
which  he  could  speak  yc  ry  coolly,  when  he  recollected 
that,  owing  to  a  remissnchs  in  some  quarter  or  another, 
the  lives  of  his  wife  and  children  had  }>een  for  a  long  time 
endangered.  He  asked  if  there  was  a  man  who  doubted 
that  this  business  hnd  been  brought  upon  the  house  by 
ministers,  and  if  their  official  influence  had  not  b<*en  the 
means  of  procuring  (he  lieciHton  that  had  beenuliimately 
determined  on.  (O  dtr^)  lie  was  not  out  of  order — hp 
spoke  of  their  influence  in  that  house  as  men  of  talents 
and  responsibility.  He  .then  adverted  to  the  evidence  of 
the  Serjeant,  and  appealed  to  the  house,  if  it  did  appear 
from  that  evidence  that  ministers  had  not  taken  any  steps 
whatever  to  provide  ngnin&t  consequences,  which  might 
have  been  so  easily  foreseen.  The  opinion  of  the  Attor^ 
ne^'-general  was  not  taken  until  lute  on  Saturday,  why 
wan  not  hat  opinion  taken  on  Friday  mornirfg,  and 
forthwith  acted  upon?  If  it  hnd  been  takca  and  acted 
upon,  what  might  it  not  haye  saved— the  confusion  of 
two  days,  the  liyes  of  some  of  tlie  king's  subjects;  he 
censured  the  sort  of  advice  given  to  the  Serjeant  by  the 
ministers,  it  anioun'eJ  to  this— r'*  Gro  and  execute  your 
warrant,  you  shall  have  all  possible  aid  both  civil  and 
military— but  then  we  can't  say  how  far  you  may  law- 
fully go— never  mind 5  howeyer^  do  your  duty,  and  'tis  no 
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matter  whether  in  the  event  jou  ^re  hanged  or  not  for 
the  attempt.^*    {Alaugh.) 

Mr.  Dundas  expresseil  his  sincere  regret  for  the  vio- 
lence done  to  Sir  John  Anstruther's  house,  but  contended 
^r  it,  that  if  the  executive  had  goite  farther,  Uiey  would 
have  been  as  loutily  censured  as  they  now  were  for  what 
they  had  omitted  to  do.  He  denied  that  ministers  had 
any  re  ison  to  anticipate,  and  to  provide  against  the  an* 
expected  and  unprecedented  resistance  on  the  part  of  Sir 
Francis  Burdett. 

Mr.  Williams  Wynne  contended  that  ministers  were 
bound  to  provide  again<(t  all  consequences  resulting  fJNini 
a  measure  which  they  had  taken  such  pains  to  pa*vaii 
upon  the  house  to  adopt. 

The  Attorneygeneral  vindicated  the  conduct  of  minis* 
ters  against  the  charge  of  remissness.  The  Serj<iiiit  at 
Arms,  ia  whom,  however,  he  wished  to  'iinpnte  nothing 
iwhich  the  facts  of  the  case  did  not  substintiate,  haa 
twice  through  himself,  and  once  by  means  of  his  deputy^ 
the  opportunity  of  taking  Sir  Frapcis  into  custody,  if 
he  had  availed  himself  of  those  advantages.  In  either 
case,  any  resistance  afterwards  made  by  Sir  Francis  or 
)bis  adherents,  must  have  been  construed  into  a  rescue, 
-which  ifould  have  fully  warranted  the  breaking  into  his 
bouse. 

Mr.  C.  W«  Wynne  argued  that  ministers  should  have 
)ieen  aware,  of  the  validity  of  the  warrant,  and  of  the 
mode* of  executing  it,  before  they  proposed  that  such  a 
measure  should  be  adopted  by  the  house. 

Mr.  Sharpe,  from  the  observations  which  he  himself 
had  been  enabled  to  make,  was  of  opinion  that  all  the 
consequences  resulting  from  the  measure  which  had  been 
adopted  were  imputable  lo  ministers. 

The  motion  for  calling  in  the  messenger  was  then  with* 
drawn. 

Mr.  Whit  bread  moved  that  the  papers  and  evidence 
before  the  house  be  printed. 

The  Stilicitor  General  for  Scotland  wished  that  a  letter 
fromf  the  Serjeant  to  Sir  F  Burdett,  un'l  hi>  answer 
thereto,  not  at  present  before  the  bouse,  should  be  pre- 
sented^ and  printed  along  with  the  evidence  now  adduced. 
rrOrdered. 
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Mr.  Perceval  having  moved,  tbit  the  house  should  go 


into  a  committee  of  supply ^  for  the  purpose  of 
an  additional  number  of  exchequer  bills, 

Mr.  Wbiibread  wished  that  the  measure  might  be  post- 
poned, he  httvlhg  a  easeio  sfate,  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject, in  which,  as  presented  to  him,  grievous  injustice  had 
teen  committed. 

Mr.  Perceval  wished  that  the  house  should  go  into  the 
committee,  fhe  honourable  member,  on  bringing  up  the 
report,  or  in  ainj  after  stage,  would  stitt  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  bringing  hin  complaint  forward.  The  sole  object 
ke  had  at  prcAent  in  view  was  the  funding  of  exchequer 
bills  \o  the  amount  of  the  subscription  entered  into  by 
individuals  more  than  the  8,O^K),O0O/.  already  subscribed 
ibr,  which  surplus  only  amounted  to  about  bdO^OOOL 

The  house  having  ?orte  into  a  commiftee,  a  resolution, 
was  passed  allowing  the  additional  sum  of  900,DOO/.  to  be 
ftinded. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  reported  the  next  d^y, 
and  the  com mittc^e  were  appointed  to  sit  again  on  the  fo1« 
lowing  Wednesday. 

1'he  report  of  the  judges  salaries  bill  was  brought  up 
Md  agreed  io^  and  bills  ordered  accordingly.  The  other 
orders  of  Ihe  day  were  postponed. 

Adjiiurned. 


■«^>*« 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAY,   APRIXi    !()• 
REVfiRSIOir   BILL. 

^  Lord  HoHand  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house 
i^  the  reversion  bill,  aot  for  thr  purpose  of  now  giving  no- 
lioe  of  moving  the  second  reading,  which  he  did  not  wish 
to  do  in  theabs(Mice  of  a  nnbic  earl  (Grosvenor)  who'  had 
taken  adistingui  lied  part  in  the  discussion  upon  it^  but 
for  the  purpose  of  reminding  his  maje2»t^'*s  mioislers  of  the 
objection  that  was  made  to  the  former  reversion  bill,  that 
-■  Jiis  majesty's  consent  was  previously  necessary,  ia  order 
that  no  such  objection  might  be  made  to  the  second  lead* 
ing  of  thl^  f)iU,  there  hrui^  now  ample  time  Ibr  his  m** 
jf  sty's  ministers,  previous  to  the  discussion,  toadvUe  upon 
tharpoiiit,  and  come  prepared  wiih  their  delermini^tiant 
— ^Adjourned.  . 
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H^US£  OF  COMMONS^ 

TUBBDAr,   APBIL  10. 
.       SIR  P.  BVRDBTT's  tETTER. 

.  Mr.  Curwen  mored,  at  a  few  minutes  pest  five  o'cl^k^ 
that  the  adjourned  debate  on  Sir  F.  BardettV  leUer,  be  rf^ 
sumed. 

'  The  Speaker  faid,  that  bjT  the  courtesy  of*  the  house^ 
the  member  who  bad  propos^  the  a^ouriimeut  *waB  eA« 
tirled  to  resume  the  debate. 

Tile  house  having  waited  for  some  nintttes  longer  for 
l^Ir.  C.  Wynne,  and  henotappearingi 

Sir  John  Newport  rose  and  stated,  tJiat  be  did  not 
tliink  the  honourable  gentkman  alluded  to  had  moved  the 
adjournment,  with  a  view  to  prepare  any  specific  proposi* 
tion,  but  merely  that  the  house  ^ight  have  an  opportunity 
of  maturely  considering  what  course  it  would  be  most  ad« 
Visable  to  pursue.  He  did  not  imagine,  thai  his  hpnoiur- 
able  friend  thought  it  more  tncuml^ent  on  him  than  oa 
any  other  honourable  m^amber  i9  submit  a  proposition  to 
the  house. 

The  Speakef  said^  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  aoy^ 
member  bad  a  right  to  call  for  the  resumiflig  of  the  dc« 
bate.  The  hotise,  in  courtesy^  was  accustomed  to  wait 
for  the  member  who  b'ad*propo:»ed  an  adjt)urnmcnt,  till  a 
certain  hour,  but  that  hour  was  now  gone  by.  He  thera* 
foi«  called  on  Mr.  Curwen. 

l>eBATB  Oir   tUE   LETT15R   ItEStTMBD.* 

Mr.  Curwen  then  proposed,  that  tlie  debate  be  resumed^ 
which  being  agred  to, 

The  Speaker  stated,  that  tlie  (question  was,  whether  Sir 
Francis  Burdett's  letter  should. be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Curzcen  then  rose  and  observed,  that  if  he  bad 
though  the  honourable  baronet  had  intended  to  haye  de-^ 
nicd  the  authority  of  that  bouse  entirely  to  imprison,  he 
would  not  have  voted  on  a  fot-mer  occasion  as  he  had" 
done.  The  language  of  the  fetter,  before  complained  of 
in  that  house,  he  had  imagined,  might  have  proceeded 
frotna  warmth  of  feeling  without  any  disrespect  being  in- 
tended; but  after  what  had  passed  since,  he  could  hard- 
ly doubt  what  the  principles  ai\d  feelings  of  tho honourable 
baronet  were.  No  man  felt  more  strongly  than  he  faad^ 
done,  the  pit>pricty  of  a  moderate  reform  of  that  house^  in* 
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order  to  secure  that  confidence  from  the  people  opoa 
which  its  strength  and  its  utility  so  materially  depended^ 
Bat  he  could  not  a^ree  that  this  would  be  tiest  effected  by 
thi'endoavuur  in  brin^  the  whole  bouse  of  commons  into 
eonteiDpt.  Whatever  might  be  his  opinion  of  ministers^ 
however  much  he  might  think  thty  had  arred  in  tie 
course  of  the  events  thttt  had  taken  place  within  these  four' 
dayfi,  he  must,  in  justice  to  them,  say,  that  the  ctrcum* 
stances  were  unlooked  for,  and  that  here,  at  least,  they  hod' 
some  excuse  for  (heir  conduct:  He  now  was  compelled 
'  to  think,  that  the  letter  (probably  the  letter  of  Sir  Francis 
to  bis  constituents)  wns  part  of  a  c^ystem ;  and  that  if  the 
house  had  not  taken  notice  of  it,  that  it  wonld  have  been 
dragged  into  something  else.  Under  such  circumstances, 
itwa^iheduty  of  the  country  to  endeavour  to  strengthen 
his  majesty's  government,  and  such,  he  trusted,  would  be 
the  feeling  of  the  house.     With  regard  to  the  immediate 

Siestion,  if  the  hoiiourabl#  baronet  had  not  intended  any 
ing  wrone  in  the  late  proceedings,  the  course  of  his  cori- 
duct  proved  how  little  dependance  was  to  be  placed  upon 
his  judgment,  and  he  hoped  the  house  would  be  unaiii- 
mous  in  consigning  the  present  leiter  to  the  oblivion 
which  it  deserved.  If  any  proceeding  shoukl  be  had  upon 
it,  the  consequence  would  be,  that  a  licence^  for  tumult  , 
tkrould  be  given,  the  military  must  be  withdrawn,  and  the 
consequences  might  be  still  more  serious.  He  thought 
this  letter  a  trap  fir  the  hou^.  He  even  deprecated  for 
the  present  any  violent  discussion  on  the  conduct  of  mi- 
nisters«  Whatever  might  be;  his  opinion  of  the  admini- 
stration 9  he  must  support  ibc  government.  The  times  ^ 
were  altered,  and  till  these  changed  again,  he  would, 
not  moot  arnr  thing  ihat  had  a  tendency  to  diminish  the 
authority  ofgovernment  in  general.  When  the  effects 
of  ferment  were  gone  by,  he  sliould  then  think  himself  at 
liberty  to  blame  any  part  of  the  conduct  of  the  admini- 
•fration  in  this  business  that  appeared  to  him  to  deserve 
Ocnsiirc-i— though  he  must,  for  the  present,  support  it. 
Thinking  that  the  course  most  becoming  the  dignity  of 
the  hottse  would  be  to  take  no  notice  of  this  letter,  be 
moved,  that  the  further  consideration  of  it  be  adjourned 
one  die^  or  till  thi$  day  six  months. 

jMt  Davies  Giddt/  having  voted  against  tlie  motion  for 
the  commitment  ofsir  F.  Burdclt  to  the  Tower,  thought 
himself  called  upon  to  say  a  few  ^vurds.    He  voted  on 
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« 

thai occasiti^,  not  as  iijoesCioning  the  offence,  bul  as  tbink- 
,  ingit  &eC<er  fiotfo  hiye  rrcOnrse  to  this  seVcHty  in  the 
fil-st  insroiioe,  being  satiidted,  that  if  the  olltnce  wa6  the 
iMiih  of  bad  ifitentipn.  a  future  occasion  woUld  be  givea 
for  tiie  exercise  of  the  ulti^arafe  power  of  the  house.  Con- 
flciOQS  of  rectilude  of  intentioii  in  his  own  mind,  he  was 
^  atow  in  aticribing  improper  motives  to  others.  '  Bdt  he 
nns  sbrry  Ikat  he  could  not  now  give  Sir  F.  Burdett 
.€)^it  even'for  r<*cHtiidt  of  intention.  As  to  that  letter^ 
Im;  did  not  wt'll  know  what  epithet  to  apply  to  it — ^tbat 
8CurrilbU»  letter,  if  he  might  tie  allowed  to  apply  one  ebi« 
lliet  to  ft,  be  thought  it  would  be  most  becoming  the  dig*  . 
nify  of  iUehaune  to  pass  over  without  notice.  Hethere^ 
ft>re  seconded  the  motion— or  rather  tbe  amendment  of  the 
last  speaker. 

*  Mr.  JJam  did  not  know  but  the  mode  now  proposed 
was  as  advisable  as  any  other,  for  the  letter  was  such  as  . 
ifiacieitsMi^what  diff6alt  to  deal  with  if.     But  this  was* 
fiot  the  oofisMeraiion  which  induced  biip  to  present  him*; 
tfeff  so  iariy  tu  the  notice  of  the  house.     He  was  ready  to 
bihd  htmselFto  thai  ooRfhiol  which  might  be  necessary  for' 
thfe'  sujppoft  of  governoMmt,  in  dangerous  and  difficult 
times— but  he  could  not  agree  with  his  honourable  friend 
,be(|iiid  bifh  (Mr.  Ourwen)  thai  the  events  which  had  lately 
occurrecl  werfe  audi  as  could  not  have  been  foresecu— 
(Hedr,  hear-)  and  that  the  ministers  were  not  highly  cut* 
pable  for  the  part  which  they  acted.  (Hearyfiearl)    By 
tlM»ir  negligence,  a  state  of  things  had  been  producea 
which  snook'this  meiropolis  to  its  foundation— (no,   noy 
no^frem  themimtlerial  benches ;)-— or  at  Irasl  a  scene  hacl 
been   presented   which  must  reflect  considerable  blame 
upon  those  t>y  whom  it  ba<l  been  occasioned.     This  ques- 
tion had  been  before  ministers  a  full  fortnight.     They  had 
every  opportunity  of  knowing  theluw,  and  the  precedents 
onthe  subjrct.    The  jfdjournmeul  which  had  taken  place,  •   , 
bad  given  tlnin  complete   means  of  deliberation,  Di»fore 
ttiey  came  to  the  couMtleration  of  what  ought  to  f>e  done' 
*iTi  coniifqneiice  of  the  decision  which  they  themselves  had 
prqcured.     lleaskeil,  wIjo  w«*retheguarciiaiis  of  the  pub- ' 
lie  peace  ?  Was  noi  ihe  secretary  of  stale  to  be  considered 
in  Imit  light?  Wa^f  he  hot  fniund  to  know  the  situation  of 
rtiinjrt;  the  slate  of  piibljc  feeling;  and  to  be  prepared* 
arcordifigly  ?  As  membtTs  of  parliament,  too,  the  minis- 
ten  were,  bound  to  look  after  the  privileges  of  the  house. 


> 
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J^ot  onljr  as  s^vante.  of  t{ie  kyif  ^  twt'W  magiBUMc^ Itt^. 
'tUev  irerp  bound  to  tiike  i»re  lkiii..intuglM<«ildibejpi9i» 
yidea  bs  the  ciyil  {ipwer  tp  cotfo:^^^  tjif  JwtiabV  >«^^^ 
know  in  what  manner  it  owli4  ^  l^ntiet  »b(r€tt  . 
He  (btr\  came  to  the  delay  nsnicb  thtlf  bfl4 
'thai  dclajT  which  Vsid  fnade  the  diQcii^y  af ^Ltcaiai^tte 
ivanant  greater-T-nnd  which  caiiaed  ihc^^iMQsrily'Of^i 


ploying,  for  (hue  piirpone,  a  foi^ce  oCai4ii&iml'dMri|iti0a 
ftoiu  inat  which  would  otHcTwise.lMll!^  Iwsli:  sufiaioH^ 
Thqk  iS)rho  bad  to  adtis^  the  S^JBaaicQ  ttteiaafc^iCl)  il 
appfated,  did  not  kno^  the  ^ectof  tlie  vianmiti'Hbfa 
iii&n  ^vas  it  possible  to  excolpata  them  wheit  ihtly  had  otfb 
before^  coHiiiilered  wliat  was  l^e  taw  upon  this-.p^iut,  ao^ 
withstanding  tlie  an^plc  opportumii^s   aflfiiri^  iheml 
Were  they  not  bound  to  suppose,  under  all  tbe.cii;vuflftr» 
Mariccs^  tln\t  it  might  ha{>pen  tW  ihj^  pei^n  te  kf  ^9V^^ 
headed  might  be  found  oi^y  (it  bisJ^QU^  kom  .lAich  h* 
coxM  not  be.takeniyitl|oui  an«Qtj9^^^lpe J>  AoiAOtjaihiefe 
clid  y  at  last^  become  necessary » ^f\^s  Vfkkctk  m^fk  not^fnateip; 
^an  the  octasiQn  req^iredt  .PciKOPs^c^^Wwiilfi-aU  tfaa 
characters  to  yihiciih^k^jifiiJi^qil^d^.^mt^ 
liare  known,  the  eifeqt  0/  th(2.  jip^nrmt^ ..  Bfnk  ^hfliv^^  igaak 
lunoe  of  that  effect  h^d,  beUf)^  other -wl^^iMpif^  4apna# 
onenoes^  occasioned  a  doubt  of  the  wUidiiypf  ^tW^naUti 
These  doubts  coulcl  uot  but  h;im-^i»^p^y  em»it^ .  vhstt» 
^  it  was  observed  tha^  persons,  Mgu  un^tJ^e^lafr^Midia  ttlhart 

departfinents^  did  not  knowJiow  it  i«f^tO:be«i(jQMM^:  As 
ta  t  he  cflvc  t  of  the  warrant  ^  lie  hinWf  had  ipoidoabt  wte.tp<i 
evef.  This  was  not  an  after-thoiig)U^  with.btm^  Thiawaa* 
a  warrant  in  cxrcution,  not  in  nuian  p^KKKs^  aadissneii. 
Ibrnn  offonce  which  ihat  house  idecWfid  to  hava.bcea.^ 
commit t(*d.  They  were  ugL  to  go  to  courts  of  lav  fqi: 
thinr  juvificntion.  They  >tood  on  the  law  of  parliaoHoil^ 
wjiicli  wa$  I  art  of  the  law  of  the  land,  a^  founded  .on: 
reason.  T\jiCy  were  entitled  to  evcrjbasststance  ih«(tD%h4i 
be  r^qttisilc^-to  that  of  sheriflk,  magistrates,  pelica  omr* 
cers,  &;c. ;  not  only  in  Middlesex,  but  in  Surrey,,  or  anji' 

J  art  of  the  kinixdoin  ;  and  to  do  what  7-*(o  enforcutobm}' 
ieiTCctoa  warrant  of  apprehension,  for  an  act  which  ibe> 
hous^  of  commons  hud  pronounciid  to  be  a.  criiae* .  Hav 
did  not  mean  to  blame  )iis  honourable  Mid.lcariiadlriMd  t  • 
but  he  blamed  those  who  had  not  ^kcn  oara  tabu  tuifll^*^ 
ciently  inibrmed  upon  the  steps  which  ^ui^ht  bfiociioi^- 
eessaryi  in  Consequence  of  a  ^(/cisioa  which  th^jf  4l0aiK: 


ijrlatsdniteiiflellv  If' po^Ble,"  f  o  secure. .  JnstQad  of.  .Iliif, 
^^ons^loA m i6^nW an  acconnt;; frotq.  irjiicti  jl 
i^ppcvitad,  fbflrt;€r6wil'tnf  ft^ertfy-four  ho^^^  before  ike-w^r- 
ni^  m&  exfcirtdcl  ftrejf  dtdf  not  know  |vh«?tW  thejr,  vcioe 
ibtHled  todbr^lc  op^n  a  doof!   He  asK^df,  t|ieQ,\vhj»t, 
<ii9iniSdieiice  ivasto  jbe  pfftced  in  tfaeir  indp^tr^^  jtjiclr  j|i(^fl^ 
ineiityor  def^rtoinakMn  ?    It  was  For  tYie  pur{)qsQ  p(  nia|& 
it^  these  observations,  dn  tlie  coilddct  ptthc  ininislers;  ifi 
thutmiisaction  Ibat  h^tdse.      fletiad  no  perisona^larijiaiiqr 
«tty  against  any  of  the  gentlcrnch  on  the  otiier'sicle,.an4 
he  trusted  there  vni%  no  part.orhis  conduct  *wtiicli  M^\^ 
€3Ued  any  inch  feeling.  With  sev(?ral  oftheni  be  hfk&  Uvea 
for  a  long  lime  on  terms  of  friendship,    fiut  ia.  the  d|V 
ehargn  of  a  pMblic  ddty  these  thin^  ^vere  (o  be  forcolte^t 
He  iras  bound  to'deicfi^re,  that  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  ef« 
&tt  of  file  ivarmitff  arid  that  lAe  delay  in  the  accutioii 
uta&impQtable  t^ftfe  indrriduals^  and  not  to  tlie  nature  pf. 
the'Ca^e.    H^wasbbunil^  say,  that  (he  privileges  of 
the  Hou|9  Were  tti  uffdr$|)uted  as  if  the  warrant  h^d 
been  eMcnttffttili^  the  mifhnj^  pi^cribed  by  a  Juht  view  of 
tiiese  privilegesi^wht^S  haSA  been  assumecf  fur  the  purpose 
•fonbltitg  llie  ho^  ton^aintaih  its  station  in  the  cpnsti«. 
Mtioo,  amo  to  proteettfaeiiberty  of  the  subjeci,  of  which « 
tbal  kouSie.  was  the  guardian.    He  had  no  objectioii  to 
tbe 'amendment  of  his  honourable  friend. 
'  'SirJiJItm  Jlnsiria1f& rosd'tq  state  Avhat  he  conceived,  tp. 
betbe  doty  of  the  members  of  that  house,  merely  ^s  such, 
vfiHfOUt  looking  either  to  the  one  side  or  to  tliei  other^    He- 
nbvier  had  any  doabt  as^  to  the  privilege  of  the  house,  and  . 
tiie  mode  in  which  tlie  warrant  ought  to  have  been  ex^^ui* 
ed  ;:and  he  could  riot  but  blame  the  ministers,  who  bad  not 
b^&re^hand  made  up  their  minds  on  that  subject.  But  was 
he  to  give  tip  the  governrnent  of  the  country^  because  it . 
happened  to  be  iii  the  hands  of  bad  ministers  i  Thc^se  who  , 
had  marked  bis  conduct  could  not,  tie  thought,  imagine  timt  , 
be  woald,  for  a  moment,  entertain  Vheidea  of  betrn  virig  the 
gov^nment,  whatever  mi^jht  be  his  opinion  of  tuosc  by  * 
wliOfD  it  W2W  cofuluctedT    Whether  the  administrators  . 
ymoik  fitfor  their  duties  or  not,  it, was  still  tlic  gpvcrnnicntA  . 
and  f6Msi  be  supported.     Whatever  mij^hi  be  ui«.0pifiiou  , 
of  the  niiaisfers,  be  could  not  liesitate  about  the  part  k^ 
ougtlt't^  take, 'when  the  question  came  to  be,  whet  her.  the 
cotfntV^  Was  to  have  a  government  or  not.     Whenever 
matters  came  to  that  pass,  it  was  the  highest  privilege  of 
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a  i»embe«  4if .parli^flient  to  sumori  the  ^govfrnmecrt*  The  ^ 
ConttittttKm  n^M  not  to  be  sacrlneed  for  tne'bak'e.of  getting   : 
tlie  miiiisten  into  a  difficaltj.    Eren  if  (b.^  had  an  be-;  ; 
redit^ry  title  totfaeir  seats,  the ||ovemiiient must  bettip* 
p^ed.    He  bad  never  di|giii«iediiie  opinion >  that  his.iMH^ 
Jest jJiad beoii  advised  to  place  tbe  govemme nt  in  the  Uandi  . 
ofaoeii  unfit  to  conduct  it  in  tUnes  of  difficulty  and  dan«  *< 
ger« ,  For  the  mtgialeiiB^  individiialiiri  he  had  a  j^rcat  re# 

«  spect.  They  had  competent  talenfejo  a  certain  extent; 
(%eor,  hearty  but,  as  a  oody^they  were  not  the  men  who 
ought  to  have  the  odminiUration  of  the  gomument  in 
these  times.  Bat  though  they  were  not  the  best  qualified 
for  the  discharge  of  these  duties,  be  could  not  agree  to 
give  up  the  oonstttotion  either  to  the  crowa  or  to  a  mob.  . 
As  to  tlie  letter,  under  the drcumstances  in  which  it  had. 
been  written,  find  considering. the  nlctms  which  had  dic^  * 

^  tated  it|  he  thought  the  best  w^  qS  deiding.  with  it  wouU 
be  to  pass  it  over  \u  silent  conU^mpt*  . 

Mf'  Perceval  then  roseu  4iid>'^^^^^^t'valloas  which. .  •- 
bad  been  madeon  the  conduct  of  the  mluisteisi  .lie  trusted  .\ 
the  hous^  would  think  that  he  was  called  upon  to  Hdvcrt  d 
iojht  most  unjust  otfack  which  hnd  befMiiiiiiDde  ppouw. 
th^m — and  not  only  unjust  biit.,mQt>t  impoUtiict  evej^  9nl< 
the  view  which  they  themselvea  entehrtaiaed  of  liie  prp^  ? 
ceedings  which  bad  taken  pliice  vritUin  the  last  £)urdays«..: 

,  Tipttttey  should  so  tar  shut  their  cAes  as  to  ascribe  uhn/ 
fortunate  effects  which  had  resulted  frmn  the  delay  in  the  *^ 
exopotioti  of  the  warrant  to  the  conduct  of  ministers,  was,  . 
he  inaintj^ined  as  impolitic,  U()0Q.  their  own  views,  as  it  : 
was  unjust«     Tliev  uiiil  to  (he  charge  of  miniiitera  tlie  ben  . 
bita|ipu  which  hud  b<)('n  .etinc(*d  in  acting  q|}Oii  a  warrant,- 
theeaecfttion  of  wliich  de|K«iided  not  on  them,  but  resttd  .' 
upon  >he discretion  of  tlie   pro|)cr  officer,  wlio^e  duty  it 
was  to  |iavo  executed  it  at  his  (leril!  VVImt  unuUl  have 
been  tbii. opinion  of  tliese  gentlemen,  if,  at  u  tinu*  wlica 
oni^ot  the  shcriHk  was  proclaiming  that  the  iiiferrrrciit^  * 
pf4be  military  was  uncomtituiional,  the  minis(i*rs  had' 
jtakeij^  tJiewiMrraat  .o|it  of  the  hands  of  the  prbper  ofliceT,.: 
wh<>  hesitated,  and  cxecofed  it  tlicm&clvvs?  If  they  biu L 
done  t\iUi9  and  bluod  had  been  shed  .uud>  murder  had.efu' 
st4fid»  before  <Jiere  was  any  proof  .timt  (ho  proper  officers  ) 
bad  beeuM^n^le.  to    execute  the  warrant,    a/id  OMtser  .. 

queiMly  lHrfi»r«there  was  any  evidence  4if  the  ueo^ty  of  f 

tli^ir  ^tef fcrCMCp-rwlmt  then  i^uld  liavc  been  the  .gpiJuioa 


Qfdtfie  gtntbemm-  nn  tfae/oitlior  «id^-^^h«t  tfMld'*linT« 
been  tt^Cijiist  judgol^rk  of  the  h^nfee  oW  ^o^lf  ^comKiet  t  - 
(jtjMid  ari4r  of  hear^  kear!)    Bert,  ^Ti.ilev^  filvy  Might 
sajr^fUioirl  Ibe  ii^bcettity' o f  minitteiv,  tit  lM  ex^e^ttdn  of 
a  pfaun  AisLtfy  heVf^  covm^iom  (IdU  the  im'pate(idi>  wnsiHie 
jumycBii  upori^  btfvw    He  Xirais^efi^iM^,'  thHi*M  ina^t  vra# 
fit  for  tbi»or  aay  pikbltc  ttMitton  ^b^  fl6f>hig  fll^  liae^f  • 
Hia^iitj!:  doary  ivatf  ci<terredt'iV4fn»  its  et^imititlit  by  any  . 
personal cM6ki«h(t ion*'*  He  bad,  ttl  <if^t«^  t:tk^  -  the  Ylite 
wbich  be  tiiougbt  his  d«ty  fireBCrlbed. '  B^e  litkl  n^n  (ttai  * 
thai  hgd  alr^y  haiipededy  N^htob  Hiey  'oftty '  saW  Atit 
pvoacfaiAf.     HehAdBreti  tn  ihe  ibrmertetlc^^  cv^'thbtg* 
ivhich  oppeaved  iiv  that  noxr  undefr  ooiWkt^raiioii'<^be  ' 
hadattit  that  tte  ob)»cl  Mras  to  wnri\e  th^itdtffieordom'^  • 
moiu^  and  to  brUkg^  1(5  if'pooAbte,'  into  *  universal  con* 
101110^    He  did  liot  blanie>tbl>'gctitlcmaaopposit«'(Mr.. ' 
Qnxvreor)  wboi  fa;i|}'  ikDtfgllt  his.  proctedf ng  iiiicttfMcKd .'    He 
trastody  however,  he  ifoiddi  nuv^^Ottfoss,  that  tl4«  event 
had.pniT(»}  tliat^1lii<ferni«rjiidgmaiit  .was  not  aAcaHditl<«^ 
^ndWbad  at  last  the  sdttsfcctiou  to  And,  that  lie  and  the 
booouvable  g(et||lem4n agreed  on  tliis  point,  at  least  in. 
jtfincBpIe*   Meitukiei^  that  it  would  always  l)e  the  plaQ\ 
ofl^egatertimeiit'Ofthiscoiiniry  to)eav6  the  law  fo  tts' 
eoaiba,  takivrg  ctwe,  however,  that  the'  pnbli<c  ^sectirity^ 
sbooldiiot  bo  endaager^l.  (i/e^f,  hear,  heaf<l)    Thty 
cheered  att^e  expressions  ^^  public  seciirHy/'    Did  any 
^06  say,  considttrtng  thedvgrere  oli  liberty  cnjoyet)  by  tw  * 
subjects  in  thiscoontry,  thai  by  nt\y  pa^para»ioa,  di$tiltb«' 
anccaof  this  kind  could  at  all  timers  be  entirely  prefiMt-*  - 
od J  Jt  was  utterly  impiissii»l<%  thnt  iiKlividnal  a>siisitna- 
tion  and  tumults  of  fbjsdescriptiim  could  be  attO|nfM^)^' 
)prefented..   The  utmost  thiii  cuuld  be  done  wnS  to  be  pre'* 
pared  to  suppress'  theni  b€f(»re  they  tirrtved  at  an  ds^Kenf 
dangerous  to  the  public  security,     lie  maintshied,  *(hat 
there  had  been  no  negligence  on  the  piirt  c>f  UHiHsters,  btff 
that  they  had  been  perfectly  ready  tOHii{)pn*hsdt(it«>rhi»ne<^* 
as  soon  as  the  circumstntice»  Cidlofl  their  power  ififo'ar-J 
tion.     He  had  never,  tVoui  these  tuniultv,  Hileriniii^  sfty* ' 
appseheiibiua about  the  sal'eiy  of  1Ih5  gii^ernment .     The 
gov4:r^ment  was  now  as  sate  and  as  firm  as  \V  liad  eVer 
boen^    The  ministers  had  always  beeA  vetidy  ito-sup^jreslr 
1  he  iirsi  appearance  o4' violeitce.    He  ini^inl^  th^Mhr**^* 
the  huu%c  would  pause  before  ii  proiHHtffit^d  ihnYrtte^miiiii^ 
t^s  bad  been  to  bhimc^  foir^#ui  intn'itAn'vng  with  theiMks 


^,ikrpmffl$t  •ftwi    Mie  not  v  re^Wble  ni  '*l|kff  j^ 
fiin^be^re the circnmitiuicei dulled  tipon iKettid &^§9^ 
fifiU  4tt«iti*nf  kid  been  thitt(ylibfi;  vf%dk  {his  qiditliar^Mt 
l^lpi^iwler  AkKnMBioii^  be  woidd  bare  at  0no9  aWf^  liit 

SioBy. tittt tbe  Seijeft&t  would  have  b««iij!i4i^  jk 
l(Pi0.o]iflfi  the  door.  But  when  the^  .periMy  w^^iir 
r  H  WW  Ul  eiMc«le4lie  ihirran|L  Maita^  arid  doa|rtfdt^ 

Ike,  oMfr  foriow  eoiiM]ueiice8  rai^t  ha^  taken  pfAeO^ 
TfM$  lA  iadieoili^in  binrto  lelt  what  his  own  cotKl«4:A 
Wffiiil^' l^M  bef II  uadef  similar  circumstaii<?eH,  WHbottf 
ttres^ssifilf  to  eontrenl,  or  eten  to  advise  the  officer  to  tint 
4is6|uufoof kb  dutj  P  The  gentlMnen  on  the  M]ter'^i^e» 
liff  4^rt»pded|  bad  taken  a  most  nnjnst  View  oTth^  ^onduclr 
o^:0niiabff8.  If  that  eondoct  liad  beed  different,  «fb^^ 
jadftvieDt  would  have  bteo  direttlj  the  *  revcbe.    l^erf 

aht  to  consider  tkal  tliej  were  drior  thmr  liptn jonir 
erdiftnrctti  circnwiMai^eca  from  Incase  ia  whicb^^  the  Qti^i 
aiftl^rs  had  loi deeido.    Tfce^  how  gave  t^eyr  ja<^n)^n(;f4 
if  it  had  bea  on  a  point  ^if  science,  free' from  aff  r^ito^ti^ 
aibiUtf .    Thek  sirgiihieiit  wks,  that  the  iiiihisters  htst;  abr 
flUinad  frmn  umg  m  feree  b^^^md  the  law-^i^r  if:jLhejr. 
kad  contionled  an  indepeMent  officer  in  tbc'execlitmi.of' 
Us  dnty:,  it wooM  liave  be^n  an  ilt^al  act,    W^ual  ^ifirfd 
wn  bntesaid,  if  miiiiMers  had,  before  ihe  necessity  was' 
prfiHredf  taken  this  npoa  themsdves?  Hnving  stated,  this*. 
jpsfb^ia  answer  to  the  obserrations  that  had  been  .made 
wpQQ'the  conduct  ofmiahters,  he  woiild  now  come  tcr  ihe- 
Icttfsr^    He  agreed  with  the  gentlemen  on  the  othi-r  sici^) 
tliat  nnv  ulteiriof  se?erit j  was  oiinec(^arj,  and  wouhl  Ik 
ifCi;psdieut.    Bnt  he  thoa<rht  a  middle  course  would  be. 
fanHaraniled.tothe  dignify  of  the  house.     When  snch  ^^ 
Mtaiias.this  was  received^  he  thought  the  passing  it  ovet . 
wiihoitt  DOtice^  upon  the  gironnd  of  contempt,  wbs  vety 
oquivmcul*    Akkoiigh  the  house  would  not  suffer  itself  to 
be  ^i»pptdy^^<it  woi]ld  take  care  not  to  shrink  from  its 
dnif*'  Uader.these  CirCumstsnces^he  did  not  think  H  ne- 
cMKirjriio..propo^  any  furtht*r  punishment,     Tlic  pn- 
■ishDm^  ke  faM  beibre  proposed  was,  for  a  d«fiamie  if 
ttaiantborityitf  that  house,  nnd  the  present  Icttef  was< 
bs^V:aijQantiniiati<m  of  the  same,  ami  a  proof  of  tl^  same. 
o9rn^  vltiwas^'lioweVer,  no  cldiibt,  a^rent  nj^i^avntkiri.- 
itf  iXepnal  ii«      W'bas  he  would  Thefrfpro-  submit  ya|i< 
thsi4%  cesohilion  should  be  atlapted,  to  the*  fotlbwui^  ef- 


^^{LL<c  Tbat'tle  ktter  vbicb  Su  Francis 


%ctl±^^  Tbat'Oye.  ktter  vbicb  Su  Fnncis  B«t«l(^  b^ 
«iif  tlleii'  (dine  S^ker,  was  a Jbiffli  ^^ravatian^  or  his'  of^ 
M6(^V6ot  tt  ap t^aringj. from  uie^ report  of  tlie  J^^ijeanL 
<lltR^fifr  wamnt;  fpir  bU  commitment  to  tba  Tbwef;  Bfta 
tMbn  executed,  this  house  did  not-  tlrink^  itAeoessarV'tb 
Mde^d  m/'KHtber  on  the  aaid  letter." . .  Tlie  c«i8i^Rai^ 
tiM  bflhiit  leltef  rnigbi  be  impovtafM  al  a  faOlK  dppor* 
tbMlv  r  ftfr  {u^tahcie,^  if  an  applicatioa  shouldte  iti&oe  f&k 
lh€?'cnscbftr^  of  the  Writer.    Af  ih^y  w6fe  agreed  as*  ti» 
ilHK'princit)le,  ben^ould^  however,  reacHlj  come  into  th( 
Mtus*  tdf  ttie  getitlemen  opposite^  if  ih^  could  tonvifice 
^hn^hat  their  mode  of  proceeding  was  the  best;  but  he 
tlHciiyMit  ^he  course  he  prpposed  to  foUpw  iHe  bc^-^-MTios)t; 
cO|i^tent  with  the.dignit/  of  the  iioufle^  and  at  tli^tei^ 
ttifie^  avoiding  tho^  consequences  whicli  the  honouf^d^ 
gebtlemaii  obposite  XCtttwen)  apprehended  from'  any  ^itr 
ttN^r^roceraing..  'He'siisl^^^ted'tliat  the  bommrable  g^* 
^iMah^should^tt^di^w  b  to  let  in  hh  teadi 

hl1]b#Y  ^f  noif^he  bourse  won^  l^^to  negative  that  antleiid* 
rtjerff^^yritf  theA  fo;j>r6pb$e  the*  resolution. 
' ' '  ]ll^:'fFlHtiHdct&^^  4jrincipW.  assent  to  thfe 

-'H^Ht  fioTioiHiabte  gcr^'tleni^  i^otk^rs  ^ho  now;  he  ob^ 
ymMl'yl^s^  to  V  infLxitfifed  by  expediency.  H« 
Sbs^Ka  fp  And^A^t  tlie  rigihtlipriourabtegentleaianVlis- 
'gfllW^lh' wiMjng  tA' aftcnd  to  the  expediency ;  that  he  linff 
hrtj'fViend^  wen;  disi¥>j»e(t  to  c  consequences;  thafi' 

thify  were  cbmetd  tnclr  senses,  anc)  felt  t^mt  tlie j  oUglkt' 

minister'' 

nlngth6  Hgbl  honorable  ^lUleman  0ug}U  to  haveiMik' 
tcitsdrt  to  aDprchend  that  the  execution  of  tlia  wariaht'^ 
W.dntil'  ha ve  oeen  resisted.     Sir  Francis  Bnrde1t!s  deotilf^d' 
optftfofi  of  the  character  of  t,he  warrant  was  calculai^dtd^ 
l^dude^Ui  npurehension,  and  yet  h  appeared  tiiat  tbi>^ 
tight 'libnonraale  gentleman  was  qnilp  ut^preparei}  for  rti^-' 
event,    tills  formed  a  serious  ground  qf  contpiahit  agaitf^' 
fain\'^  but:  there  was  another  ground  of  qompkiintf^  it 
wo«1d  be  recollected,  thaf  when  the  .hpnouittUii  bsntMti 
nctnatfy  resided  the  warrant,  the  case  was  veferhulUu  th^ • 
coiMMeration  of  the  righflionoumbk!  gentieoiaQy.and  hik 
art^tf^  was/ that  be  knew  not  wlml  advice  io' give^  aii ' 
thiM'Wn^'nd  precedent  whatever  in  ybjch  Ibis  WBrtaaiiftid  ' 
beeh  resisted.  Nbw  he  put  it.  to  therigMtJi^moUttdiis  g(M^ 
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'  tleinan  pcrsonallj,  pro&ssionalljr,  and  officiallj,  vhether^ 
'  iipoD  abnndoniiig  the  law  (o  pursue  politics,  it  cUd  not 
l>ecofDe  lis  duty  lo  stud?  parliahicntary  history  with  some- 
urbatmore'atlenlion.     In  potnjt  of  iactp^  there  was  a  pre- 
cedent of  the  Speaker's  wafranC  havxii|/EC  been  resisted  loiif 
"before  that  issued  against  Sir  Francis  Burdeii,  whose  ipstn^ 
'ner  of  acting  be  was  by  no  roeans  dispo8Q(l  to  justify,  and 
that  resistance  was  accompanied  by  contenipt*     Out  in 
'this  precedent  how  did  the  Kouse  proceed?  why,  they 
'   votea  that  the  party  .so  resisting  was  sick.     Such  was  the 
'mode  by  which  the  honfie  arerted  any  conflict  upba  that 
occasioii.     But  yet,  as  to  the  privileges  of  the  house^  he 
was  as  ready  as' any  roan  to  maintain  thcro,  and  that  the 
warrant  ofthe  Speaker  was  complete  ;  that  if  good  foe  any 
thing  it  was  good  for  every  thing,  and,  that  it  authorized 
*1he  breaking  open  of  doors,  if  necessary,  in  order  ix>.  en* 
force  its  execution. .  If  it  were  not  invested  with  thatau* 
'thorify,  what,  he  would  ssk^  was  to  become  of  the.  most 
'important  functions  of  that  house  ?     How  were,  witnesses 
to  be  brought  to  the  bnr,  as  in  the  recent  investigation  re^ 
specting  the  Duke  of  York?    How  was  (he  house  to  coioe. 
fit  y(^rio\is  points  of  information  material- to  the  .perform- 
ance, of  its  first  duties  ?  In^ii  word,  if  the  .^peaker^s  ^Krar* 
rant  were  not  omnipotent,  what  was  to  bedome  of  the  in* 
qui^itbriat  chnrncter  of  that  house.?  It  was  impossiblo  that 
Yhe  peoplc.could  be  so  insensible  to  their  own  best^intert^sta 
— could  be  so  besotted  as  to  entertain  a  wish  of  wrenching 
from  the  housi;  a  power  so  essential  to  all  the  gepd  pur* 
jyoses  of  its  institution.    Let  it  be  recollected,  thatalthough 
the  hoQse  of  commons  had  erred  from  its  duty  in  many 
instances,  it  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  those  privilege 
which  wore  in<iispeiihable  to  its  utility  and  power,  when 
it  should  Ixxome  more  conformal)4e  to  the  opinion  and  thf 
interest  ofthe  t)eopIe.     That  it  must  become  so.confbrm* 
able  he  could  enterlnin  iittls  dpubL     Indeed,  be  would 
ventiire  to  say,  that  the  cause i>f  reform  was  makiug rapid 
progress ;  tiiat  within  the  labt  month  many,  very  mauy^ 
converts  hnd  been  made  to  that  cause.     Let  xi  then   be 
asked,  in^  what  slate  th^  house  would   be  placed  iu   th^ 
event  of  a  reform,  if  »tfip[^  of  the  power  under  disc^is- 
sion — if  the  Speaker'*  warrant  were  not  omnipotent  f  The 
crown  was  known  to  have  a  considerable  influence  in  that 
house  and  elsewhere  ;  and  what  must  the  people  expect  lo 
Le  the  incllQi&tioj  uf  that  io&uenceio  the  event  of  rdorin  t 


Mi|3t  tlley  fidt  e$teubte  Hp<>a  its  boitillty  i  And  what  power 
could  a  refof  in^d  house  of  commons  fafive  of  coonieracting 
thut  hftstUity  if  its  Mfanrant  Xf&e  not  effective  ?  Upon  this 
gvoond  be  thought  the  Spenker'a  warrant  ooght  to  lie  om« 
Qipotoatr  Butaltboagh  be  mainlftioed  tbe  power  of  .this 
WArrant^  it  Aid  not  folkiw  that  he  woold  vindicate  an  im« 
im^pisiS  application  of  that  power^  as  in  tbe  instance  of  8hr 
Francis  Biitdelt.  At  the  sakoe  time,  a^  it  was  deemed 
proper  to  issue  the  warrant  against  that  honoucable  ba* 
tpmty  why  should  it  he  conceived  necessary,  so  long  after 
Us'issue^  to  consult  tbe  Attorney*geoeral  as  to  the  mode  of 
ii^  eaecution  ? ,  One  should  suppose  that  an  opinion  u  pon 
Ibb  suliject  should  h^ve  been  previodaljr  obtained,  ahd 
tjiat  tbe  city  o^  Wesminster  should  not  aolong  hayebeeis 
aoffeaed  (o  ffemairi  in  a  atate  of  tumult.  The  right  honlNir«^ 
able  gentteman  (Mr*  Perceval),  and  kia  right  hoooorabla 
friend  the  iecrdtarry  of  state  (Mr.  .Ilyder}^  took  ccedit,  it 
appeared,  for  the  assistance  they  ofiered»  and  the  ezettiou 
they  mafle upon  this  occasion*  fiat  what  said  theSerjeut 
at  Anns  I  Did  ha  not  state  at  the  bar,  that  be  conld  not 
get  a  sight  of  the  secietary  of  state  ?  and  also,  that  nntil 
Monday  morning  he  could  nolobiaia  adequate  assistance  i 
iNo^  no  I  OH  the  miukierial  bonches^)  He  .was  in  tbe  re« 
qoHection  of  the  house,  and  the  minutes,  when  printed, 
would  fi^rve  lo  shew  how  far  be  was  correct.  The  right 
bofiouraUe  gentleman  (Mr.  Perceval)  attempted  to  ezcuso 
Jumself  by  stating,  that  he  had  no  right  to  interpose  with- 
tbe  execution  of  the  Speaker's  warranty  unless  specially 
applied  to  for  Hid.  But  what  did-  tbe  right  honourable 
gentleman  do  when  so  applied  to  i  why,  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms  was  referred  to  the  Bow-strciet  officers.  He  bc^gjed 
the  bouse  to  rememljer  the  deposition  of  this  officer,  en* 
feebled  as  be  was  by  so  niany  sleepless  nights,  and  to  con- 
sider the  circumstances  of  an  individual  so  situated  with* 
out  any  decisive^  advice,  or  adeqnate  aid  to  enforce  tbe 
warrant  wjkb  which  be  was  intrusted.  The  righthonoar* 
al>legenlleroan  claimed  credit  for  not  calling  in  the  mili- 
tary prematurely.  But  why  not  call  in  tbe  civil  power? 
Thatiu  fact  did  not  at  all  make  its  appearance  until  Mon'* 
day,  in  conjunction  with  (he  military.  He  was  happy  to 
hear  it  aUmUtid  by  the  riglit  faonoQraUe  gentleman,  that 
tbe  tumult  which  gave  rise  to  this  discussion  was  not  tJie 
resujittif  afiy  deep  laid  plan,  that  there  was  nothing  more 
than  an  ordiiiary'mob  whitb  could  be  quieted  by  the  or* 


w  « 


dintirf  mamvjr  (.A^^  no-!  m'^tenlmi$imathfiHhetA^ir' 
Thte-'ln^nDtlnilife  fnemlbnr  floprccsti^;  Chest  Mcrrii|^nfi^' 
krreiiMlcrl  Inn^coftoiptfoti  of  ib»  rlsfbt  honounMe  ^n4|«* 
•iMiiiiVaclmMsiM,  thiDlrtheTD  ^^^«ts  ua  ^pprbb^Mion  of'«lmr 
.  oAHwwfcd  i  frfot  iir  €oi«if)micjr.  iri  tbe  tco^ht  tlisiurbanoa. 
Svohr  iitiltecl  ivot  the  gcnrrM  oorlfifelion>  and  ihnt-tho^ 
^liKtiiflMirfces  woiritlftfiKvef  Imtc  ocourrod^  if  One  ^Ifeoivet 
'ildvioeofi  these  gienfliHiirii  liadbecn  taken  M^hi>  ▼(rted  lot 
'tll»repritwuiii  on  a  (bntter  evemng,  there  could  not  now 
eicisHvirfOttM.''  U»t  while  be  deplored  the  indis0r«tien  of 
ttiinhten,'  and  complained  of  their  raafiner  of  moviding' 
for  the exeeutitm  or  the  Speaker's  wairant,  he  oe^i^ed  it 
<o  be  ifaidcfstoMH  thft6  he  meant  not  to  make  any  ai^ogj' 
fof  the  ooiifkiolrof  Str  Fraiii&is  Buf dett.    Oa  the  contrary^ 
ho'thonglit  that  the  lumonRible  baronet^  even. -upoii  his' 
own  prinoi^lo9^'  oofht  tM  to  have  persisted -in  his  resist- 
01100/   Af tor  live  days  Ofyposiltion  he  did  yield  to  fisroe, 
aadihe  might  at  ^cdHmre  so  yielded,  for  his  own  vjew.of 
■  tryinj^  ilia^uestioitiyiwitbta  the  first  five  mfouteS' after  the 
tiiu^rattt  twas-preseatetl'to  h ini«    He  wa^,  tlierefore,  no  apo* 
logi^  feV'*  the^coivdnot  of  £iir  Frnnets^ikirdelt.    A  noble 
lord^Hidiiiftetprcted  the  bdnoottible  baft>netV  letter  to  mean 
*  *  vesoliition  'to resist  tbo^exdoation  of  the  werraiit^  -Then' 
itwto  minier  of  boiupla bit  that  arrangements  were  not' 
promptly  tak<it  lonsnroreD  its  eMcutibn.    Why^  ia •  fact, 
wa«iiOlthe*tMtTaMt  ajDetniledy' as  tt  might  ha^ve  been,  by 
twonrtbrre  boffstihlos^mthiA-an  htmror  two  after  it  was 
sij^ncedd'  ( ffear^  hr^ar I ^^p^ftkenNmslenal benches,)    Gen- 
tiicmen'on'tlie  opiKisite  side  fiieiint^  tfio  cioiibf.,  as  indeed 
they  <»ndea"Vmired,  'to'  throwi  the  bl-wie  upon  the  Serjennt 
at  arm^  but  tUcy  could  iiot  f;H<!ceed.^    4*hc  house  coul4 
never  eOneeivc  hlsimc  fairly  'inifyti table  to  an  unlcariiad 
mHfti  vrUb  a^mere  miUt^5<  cdiiealion,  tor  doutit  and  igao- 
ranee  upon  a  Mibject^nith  rti2:;ir<l  towiuch  the  learned 
lawyer,  the  tirbi  l«rd  ol' t lie*  irej>sii ry,  pvofossed  his  inabi- 
lity to  decide,  find  t(?U  it  necessary  to  rt^Jer  io  tlie-advipc 
of  the  Altrtriiey-s;eiieml.'    If  any  of  his  tViniKls  were  tarc- 
s6rt  to  Miehanex|>e(lfent  ia  i^aUiate  the  neglect  of  offioial 
daty  ;  if  tlioy  coiUd  attempt  t<i  cover  themselves  by  ami" 
in?  bkime  npon  sucii   an  oHicer,    he  wpiikl  really  be 
ashamed  of  them.      But  miiiiisiers   ufK)n   this,  queslion' 
seemed  to  call  forth  the  compassion  of  the  hoiise«     What 
claimi  however^  had  the}*  to  that  <eonsideratiou  ?     Wi^* 
minster  was  111  commotion,  and  leaving  that  commotion  to 
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^^leridy  they 'fcdk  (Rue ''<0'66mtiU  lawyers.  Itwaal^te 
T^s^Mttberedytbto^hen^  intifSO)  it  iffts  propmod  toildke 
tkeseppMwSr^  UrcT' jiidgeSy  i^ito  fJieoode^  of  lepieflBiiti; 
yi^t^yu  giteimwD  eaitlamec})  ^^  Whaufc^i  '.¥rait*iai>4l|eiOfil- 
"Oiton  of  tbe  jad]»fs^vai9d  ntt'lboiidoamny  Att  ia  ftundiima 
Aw*  A)»tfrd?  'No;''  shidi  luy,>'^^  let* us  act  ii»medtAMyV 
und'take  tUeoresponliiriiity  wpofi  Qiif8clveB."<  But)  nkinif^ 
'leri'frere*'not  in  this  tiisiniice  «o  ooiioucootM^  .M«isMhe 
'r%lii bbiioorablegcntifflna/ii  shmmk  fracn (Ih) teCDst^n^^itiid 
naw  eudea soared  to  sik^her  hiimeif  by  llie^seneumtof  « 
«abordii>ale  officer.  {IJear^  hcarl)  It  was  stlU^  (hat 
aoiae  difference  of  opiiiioir  prerailed  between  tbe^fdierifl^ 
aild4he  mi^iitvatcs  on  Sanday,  and  itliat  tbk -dtttreiMie. 
occasioned  a  delay  itithc  cKeculiDaof  tbe.wtitsanl.  •{  No 
proof,*  however,  of  such  a  diittrerice  appeaaed^  .  Bait,,  in 
idct^  tbeexeculion'  of  (he  wurmnt  ought'  to  lNUira.;takiiii 

Sfaite  befoie^tbe  period  that  diffoc^noe  was  said  ta  aaiee. 
Fow,  with  it^rd  to  the  effieot  which  tiie  ctaseof  tluaAlis*' 
eiissioii.  appeafed'to  hiivc  npon  (heiaiiid  of  an  honourable 
fttend  behffid  him  (Mr.:  Curweii)^  he<  was  ecEtninly  sar* 
prised  at  it.     His  liocioiirabk:  friend  said  that  ha  would 
slaad  by  the  mvernment'^tbat  ministecs  ouf$ht  ta  be  sup« 
portec)  iff' such  a  crisis.    But  he  would  seriously  ask. bis 
aoaoomble  friend^  whether  be  could  call  wpoftany  ge»« 
•tteman  conneeted  with  htm  torally. sound  airii»hr-fta'rely 
upOB  weakness  ?    .Wa8itr.fossible«  after  the/proofi^j^f ins<» 
becility'ami  vaoillatian  which '.tiiose  ininisters  had  so  ie« 
'gently  aftirded,  that  hia  Jkonaumble  friend  coitkl  <co«6i- 
'  derately  press  such  a  jiropositioAi  ?    If  he  woirid^  his  bo* 
aonrsble  friend  must  excuse  .bim  if  be  raUisr  ^preferred 
staying  whi3re  be  was,  and  ilecltnin^lhe  connexion,    llio 
^bonouraUe  gentleman  fedinir  ttiv  consequence  likely  to 
'  IbHow  any  attempt  to  proceed  i.  in  this  inslaace,  to  tiie  ox* 
tmne  alltfded  to  by  sotoie  ]t>euth!iuen,  nnrUoularly  recoU 
lecting  the  case  of  VVilhes,  he«xpre)«ea  his  prafeieaeaiKiF 
t^he  more  moderate  course.    If  an  expulsion  were. to  lake 
place,  the  bouse  was  hiimre  what  must^fulipw.     All  muht. 
know  what  an  election  for  Wa>taiinater  wns,  suid  all  must 
calcnbte  upon  the  consequence  of  Sir  Fxaucis  Btiideti's 
re«eIcctio«i,  thoiigii  apparently  a^grainst  liJs  will.     An  ex* 
pulsioh,  therafore,  was  a  pcopositton  not  to  be  cntcrlHined 
even  upon  thisgrouiid.     But  be  dlNclaimcdnir  sense  of  ' 
fenr  ns  among' the  causes  of  bis  opinion.     No ;  be  wsis  not 
afraid  of  thoconsecfQeuces  of  canspinicy  among  any  act  of- 
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persons  lybatever.  ^  X^^^Vi  htar  0  ..  Thin  iiei;0Miiglife|iio^ 
per  HcMil&ie|  as  ^sonle '  getitlemea  had  aUudod  r(o  #CN0i|ii« 
racirik.^ '^9M art-th^ s&me  iimr he.wwldnqt be mndtfnUMi 
to  bfeik^la  the  exUtence  ot  ai|j  coinspinicica^wbalrier,*' 
aior^id  liis  mean  tof  cast  any  censure  upon  Sif  Francis  Bum 
deti^  Utboo^h  he  innst  saj,  that  had'  the  .hoMvmbk ' 
bavmH  ebhmied* himse  a  proper  shew  of  resi^t^MB^'. 

snsteiVbr  prbceedtng  to  extremities,  he  vould  have  placed 
bis  tfbfi^lafftjr  Q])pn  a  throne  from  which  tk  ooold.  nevet 
be  osslboged.  (lifear,  hear!  om  ihe  mwiHerioi ie9iek€^<)i 
Wfantl,  md  gentlemen  realtj  imagine  that  tbeis  manaerof 
▼ieWii^'ftihgs  was  general ;  that  the  cosnliy  was  filled 
witfa^Mwjrers  ami  attornics  like  themselvety  likely  to  make 
distilidtiditi  between  the  validity  and  Talue  of  a  ufaCTaat) 
He  dbiild'assure  the  rWht  honourable  geotlemeni  that  nn^ 
laerous  €ohyerls  had  been' made  to  tl|e  doctrine,  of  Sis 
Fradeis  Btitdett,  not  merely  by  his  own  arguments,.  b4t 
,  by  tke  feondiict  of  the  right  honourable  gentlemen  them^ 
sdve^;  L6i  the  recollection  (hen of  this  condqct  urge  the 
bous^.  io'  attend  to  cohsiderations  of  expediency  in  d«o 
time.*  l^etifad  hdu^  beware  of  doing,  thuigs  wni^re  they 
could"n^  ftiresee  the  consequences.  He  r«aUy  baUeiteA' 
themte^i'fe^  who  would  not  have  been  wiUiiig  to  mvobv, 
ihe  vole  ^y  were  induced  to  give,  npgn  the  ppoposiliM 
of  th^  ritfhi  hoDoorabl^  gentleman,  dr.,  at  iensti  whatbd 
propdied  throng  ailother,  thai  Sir  Fmncis  Bordelt  sliotthi 
be  cdlntmited  instead  of  peine  reprimanded^ .  iNp^  no! 
from ^aybsD  voices.)  i\c  would  ask  the  honoutaUe. gentle^ 
man  tJimself^  whcybrbiight  the  subject  before  tlie  hoaie^ 
but  yfh6tn  he  did  not  thpn  see  in  bis^  plaoe,  (aiaugh^y^ 
whether  hedid  not  now  regret  the; proposition )  Sate  he 
was,  iMt  alfedling  of  regret  upun  the  decision  of  the  bouse . 
in  this  case  was  general.  ( Jvb,  no  '  from  (he  Chanoellor 
of  tke  Ex^htquer^)  Why,  the  right  honourable  gentk? 
roan  dontdnot  pretend  to  know  every  body,  althougii  every 
body  knew  him  from  the  situarton  wbick  he  happesied  to. 
bold.*  He  was  persuaded  that  th^fe  was  now  scarcely  eiiy 
difiersnce  bf  senti/nent  as  to  tli^  intemperate  conduct  w 
ministers  upon  the  question  alluded  id ;  and  that  the  wi^|. 
course  would  have  been  to  vole  for  the  reprimaml  of  Sir 
Frances  Burddt.  It  Uras  argurd,  that  if  the  honourable 
baronet  had  been  reprimand^,  he  would  have  foroed  Uie 
houseio  go  farther ;  but  to  that  it  was  answered, that  t lien. 
f|ie  hmtRurabte  batonet  wpuld  l^ave  bee^  palpably  ..vrtmg*. 
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Of  eos|8bj:3ir  fB^ltdbse  ha^  piocet^  tb  tommUtal,.  it 
woM^ilAte'tUicidi  teq^u^Uted  lu  t)^e.  ^^ei  ojf  the  ^ountrj^ 
Her^tto  hbfidiMibTe  Mn^era^^^  occa^ioQ  to  $j|{>ii!U^§ 

feWfWoris  (o  (be  edtimmtfoli  orihe  liou^,^  to  its  (j^imfi. 
cooduist.  '  He  Hopivd  that  recent  ^xperienpe  would  t^ch 
thelrira^tbe  grbpiriefy  ofcautfou^^^  af^Uinine  froia  fM» 
sionicfiD  decisions ;  iHatTl  would  not  allow  itself  to. be.ppri^. 
yoked  into  ittge  by  sacb  a  miserable  production  a^  t)ii^  pf. 
Gale  Jones,  which  led  to  so  mugb  ev|(;  tbat  it  would, na| 
enable sucba man  to  occasion  trouble^ by  pultiitg a.^wont 
into^.tiie  weak  hands  o(  an  Huffty  ipinister ;  that  it.,Vfoa(4 
not  be  forward  to  take  notice  of  fiivolous  Jib^k^  9|id|lui%:. 
bring  those  pririleges  into  que»(ion.  among  the. pca|^e  ic^r 
whose  benefit  alone  they  did  or  ought  (b  exi^^t.     As  to  tl|t;, 
conseqtienceB  which  arose  out  of  the  recant  disturbancetp 
be  hoped  and  trnsted  they  would  l^e;  minutely  inqfiinMl 
into,'  and  those  minutes  reported  to  that  house^i^    Thfi 
people  ought  to  see  that  where  seripus  outra^ea  wt^fe.  coib«i 
mitted;  where  livi*s  uere  actoidly  lost|  nothiqg  w/is  jeft 
undone  by  that  boiise  to  procure  inforroationir  and  to-ad* 
minister  aU  the  redress  in  hs  p^wer.    Qt  tbq  two  propo* 
sitioiis  before  the  house,  he  confessed  that  he,  should  ^^stm. 
fertbat  for  an  adjournment.  .  To  the  Cbanccltor  of  ifm 
Excbeq«er%  <>bservation,  that  Ibc  letter  of;  S|f  Pxan^ia 
Burdett  should  be  inserted  upon  the  journal^,  with  tbfr 
opinion  of  the  house  tt|von  it,  in  order  to  be  referred  to  iii> 
iM  event  of  auy  dpiiilicatiaii  froin  the  honourable  haronfst^ 
for  his  release  from  tlie  T6wet,1ie  s|io(ild  only  say  that,  14 
the  ^nt  place,  such  an  appiiVatibn  did  aoi  appeiir  tob«9i; 
all  likefy*    fiat,  if  it  \irere  in«adc  ;  if  Ihc  houourabh^bM* 
ron^  manifesU^d  any  dispositfon  lo  mcjke  a  propcf  omh 
cession  to  the  authority  qf  the  housd,  he  should  bu  williug 
to  have  this  letter  forgb(ten  altogether^    Jndeeil,   upon, 
every  considemtiun  ofptjjicy  and  experience^  thg  bouse^ 
shouJd  decline  to  put  this  letter  on  the  journals.  He  woul4 
therefore  oppose  the  right  honourable  gentleinan^s  moliop^ 
fur  which,  however,  u'pon  u  general  principle,,  l^e  poukl- 
never  tonsent  to  vote. 

Loifd  Temple  said,  that  from  the  whoTe  statement  he  bad  . 
heard,  he  was  completely  convinced  of  the  misconduct  of. 
minihCers.  It  appeared  that  on  I^'idaj^  '^tght  the!  ^peakof ,; 
desired  the  Serjeant  to  inform  ininiUers  tliat  the  warrant,, 
would  be  resisted,  and  to  demand  assistance  froni.tbe  S0«J 
cretary  ot  state;-  ^et  nothing  had  bcen'done  till. IMlonda j 
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hedrnfig.  He  conaeited  imnM^rft  etiluceliy  tp  bVfme,  ,^d 
leaknU  tipuB  t(cm  as  answembl/^  for  aU  ^b^  bIo<M)  ^^  hsi^ 
beai  skoo,  and  a0  the  liyies  that  hsad  been  Iqi^t  on  Ibe  q(> 
^laidD.  As  to  the  motioM  befiMre  thq  home,  he  siionld 
{infer  that  of  the  right  hnnmirable  ^ntlom^Oy  bcx;au3Q  it 
lodi'iiotioe  of  Sir  Ft'ancis  Btirdett^a  letter  to.  (he  SpeaJ^er 
ia Ell aggrftvation  of  theoflEeoce)  and  might  be  produced 
intbarto  any  petition,  or  otlier  application  to  the  Jiou^e 
for  hia  release  from  coofitiement. 

^  'A'lnotofaer  obserrrd,  .that  the  houscj.when  sitHng- oo 
l^flida^y^'pught  to  havebeeA  apprized  of  the  sipprehcnsions 
entertainedtts  to  the  execution  of  the  Speaker  $  Vnrrant^ 
in^ordar  thkt  measures  might  have  been  taken  by  th^  bouse 
aboordingly« 

'^*  7%e*«^e0iAi?i*  took  occasion  to  adtlressthc  house,  con« 
MvUgf  that  by  (his  obtser?ation  it  \Tn^  meant  (o  imptbte  to 
Mill'  a  4iegleot  of  duty.  The  bonpura.Me  member's  charge, 
b^  obaenred,  invoh^ed  4wq  points;  tlie  one  sis  to n  matter 
oPfitot,  and  the  other  a&  to  a  matter  of  opinion.  I(  \ias 
gtfltedi  that  while  the  house  if  as  sitting  on  Friday  night, 
hd  ivras  infonoMid  of  Sir  Francis  Bujrilett's  infentiop  to  re* 
tfiat'tfae  eaeciiiion  of  his  warrant,  and  that  he  ought  to  have 
notified  that  circnmstiiiM^  to  the  house. 
-'  The  faotMNirable  member  who  made  the  obseri^ntioa, 
Toaeimd slated,  jDexplUnatioii,  U|«it  not  knowing  {he  con* 
traty  when  Hie-Jionse  nietj  namely,  that  no  resistance 
would  \tc  made,  tiie  huu«ie  aught  to  Uava  been  apprized  of 
the^  circo  rastanoe. 

• '  Th€  Sp^^n'  resumed,  that,  far  fnnn  havin/r  any  doubt 
wjx^n  the  subject,  tl)(e  Serjeant  at  Arms  tuld  liim,  that  Sir 
FrancU  Burdett  would  uccompany  fiiui  to  the  Tower  on 
Snturdavy  morning,  am)  (h;a  he  had  so  arnui^ed  it  with 
him.  But  his  instructions  upon  receiving  that  intt'lli^ence  ' 
IVom  tiie  Serjeant  was,  tlint  he  should  procx?cd  forthwith  to 
tfxecuiethe  Marrant.     At  that  time,  however,  and  until  i\ 
late  hour  that  night,  he  had  no  apurrhcnsion  whatever, 
that  any  resistance  was  in  view.     Wiih  regard  to  the  re- 
innrks  oi^  tlie  bon.  member  upon  the  subject  of  the  ud- 
yice  proper  to  be  given  to  llie  5>rrjeiiut  at  Arms,  wlicn  liie 
intention  to  resist  \vas  known,  he  ceilainly  gtive  the  best 
advice  in  hi*  power.     When  ihe  Serjcunt  tohl  him.tliat 
civil  aid  was  required  to  execute  the  warrant,  in  conse-^ 
^ienccof  (he  mobas!<embIed  about  Sir  F.  Burdett's  house, 
hetbottg^ii  it  bis  duty  io  refer  him  lo  ihe  Secretary  of 


engrossed iitsifime  nod  attMlioif, «»  tn  dcpri^er  him  ef«iEjF 
repose  ^rhati^'reh      Bnt  U'-mtgtit  be  kti^postd^blf  v0rtm^ 
geiftl6mcn/  Ihnt  ii^tind  fiifed  iii  his  duty,  ilir  ]iiit<Y^i6ii|^  . 
that  advice  to  tht5  Serjeant  v^hibh'  he  'hml'skree  roccUriid 
fnim-  a  'g'rHve  opinfioii  «is  to  the  breaking',  open  an  iM^teT 
(Incr  for  the  purpose  of  ex^uting  li«ivarftintw    Upen'tha 
SbrjeaTii's  expression  of  his  dDubt  on  thepointof  hreaMng^- 
obm  the' outer  door,  hets^Kainly  did  not  febl  himseU* jusnI  . 
tmed  iftad?hdngliim  to  do  so.    ^here  being' no.  olM 
ifhltitcvcr  of^a  similar  instance  upon  veooirl,  hef  bud-. no 
authority  to  guide  hi»  judgment  a«  to  the  legaUl^iiEviicit 
a  proceedih'g;  liethoiis^it  pvoper  to  re&f  the  Serjeaht  to- 
the  jtidges  of  the'lnUr.  -  He  hop^  the' houso 'tro^U  not 
fiifd  v(f\^  fahlt^ftlihim  for  not  advieiin|^  the  '9erjeant<td 
jMit^m  life  in  jcopdrdy.     He  feH  tfadd  he  odglit  ntfit  td^ 
\k^  any  rhnnto  risk  his  life  in  a  pvofeded^ing  which^fto^ 
i¥Oidd  not  thitiK  ri^ht  to  undertake  himself..    6ucfa:wiis4iia 
opinion  at  the  timJ,  atnl  sneh- was  fits  opinion' still.   Tbd 
house  referred  Wxt  f^<t«ji^aut  to  aH  the  B0an:e8  fram  wfaietr  . 
he  was  most  likely  to' cbt^n'ooM^otit' infcitnUitbli,' to  • 
these  officers  who'^trere  bectislomed  4o  the  dmoiitiohrof 
VFnrrarfts  of  coirtetnpt.     But  d^tx^lhe  btet^ung'openittf  tino 
outer  dx)br  of  a^  bouisc  toesreefate  hisimrrant,  haviug^  as  > 
he  i)efi»re  ol)served,  ho  precectent  or  authority  wliateror  • 
to  direct  his  judgment,  he  could  not  atl vise  the  officer  to  ; 
tisk  his  Fife  wpon  analomt^sntnl  rea«>n\hg,   \IItar^  /ttdr!) 
Sncii  t)eing  his  cdnceptlot^  He  took  thai  course  whiclili* 
thought  bejsf,  by  referring  the  Serjeant  atArmslo  thos«* 
wild  Merc  most  competeirt  to  decideand  direct  that  officer*ii 
opcr«ition. 

7Tie  AUomey  Genhral  snidj  that  if  the  occasion  should 
asfaiu  occiir,  he  would  give  the  same  vote  he  had  already 
gfvcn.  The  IJoiiourable  baronet  had  been  cdnVicted  of  an 
ofR>nce  of  which  that  house  wNs  cognizable ;  dn  offence  that 
in  bis  mind  went  tp>setat  nongfat  the  authority  of  that  house ; 
for  if  thc-doctdne  of  (he  honourable  b{ironel  could  be  es*  ■ 
tablished,  the  privileges  of  that  hou^e  were  at  an  end,  and 
its  authority  of  conrse,  which  could  bo  supported  only  by 
the  tii^intenalicc  of  (hose  privileges/  He  would  ask  tho»c 
jgentlcmen  whahadbeen  so  anxhias  fora  vote  of  reprimAod 
in' pr^feience  to  that  of  ctaimitment)  supposing  that  >the. 


^j^n>  o(  that  hottse  hud  been  of  Ihehr  optnioo.  In  Wkitt 

'^iww^r  ^id  tiiey  tklok  tUat  i^priroand  wotitd  hare  ))eeii 

;,,ific^yed.?    Tlie  bonoumble  beroiitt  wou|d  have  look^ 

^  iih>fRn  upon  9iich  a  oeoiure  n iih  fteliDifrs  very  opposite  to 

^Vk^  nectMkry  to  be  entertained  by  the  object  of  a  repri- 

mai^y.in  order  to  make  tkat  Beprimand  eflfectual.    Titait 

hQifpuiable  baionet  would  bave  looked  upon  it  as  if  a  man 

^  of  raok  and  eminence  vas  reprintancied  by  his  fervants  in 

~  l^is  servants'  hall  •      For  this,  and  *  the  other  reasoos  he  hiid 

'  nifeady  itafed,  be  never,  should  regret  the  vote  he  bad  ^iven 

for  commitment  to  the  Tower,  though  no  man  deplored 

'  n^ore  sensibly  than  he  did)  the  fatal  consequences  that  had 

resulted  from  carrying  that  measure  into  execution.    Tho 

loam^d  gentleman  next  proceeded  to  defend  thd  cooduct  of 

iiMnisters  respeeting  the  delav  that  had  oo^urredin  en^r- 

ctpg  the  Speaker's  warrant.    He  <knied  that  ministers  were 

hoiind.  to  have  provided  against  the  possibility^of  icsistahce 

to  that  warrant  on  the  part  ofSir  F.  Burdett.    That  ho- 

iiourable  baronet  had  declared  in  (hflt  hottse»  that  he  did 

not  dispute  their  right  to  imprison  one  of  their  own  mem- 

bees ;  and  after  such  a  declaration,  would  government  have 

been  warranted  in  the  suspicion,  that  a  gentTeropa,  and  a 

man  ef  honour^  would  have  disputed  it  as  it  had  been  dis* 

poted.    The  opiaion  he  hud  given  upon  this  sobjabt  was 

neoessarily  quafified ;  because  the  c^e  being  without  pre- 

cedent,  ha  had  no  auihority  by  which  he  oopld  fortify  the 

sugg^tionsofhis^own  judgment,  save  that  of  die  principle 

..^pon  which  he  argued;  'He  thought  that  the  zeal  of  bis 

'Jf^med  frieud'CMr.  Adatn)  had  outrun  his  judgment,  when 

'fie  insinuated  tliat  their  having  doubts  upon  such  aqii«»» 

lion  wi(s  a  tnatjer  of  r^|^6ach.    He  oontended  that  if,  on 

Ibe  otJier  band,  minifttershad  bacn  less  cautious  in  caHtnir 

but  th^  thilitar^  aid,  they  would  have  been  loudly  censurBcI 

by  gentlem(in  apposite,  as  havirtg  been  too  precipitate  in 

rrsoirf fn|;  to  military  aid.    He  further  contended,  that  tho 

^6cn'tary  for  the  home  department,  s6  faf  from  being  cul« 

'|)able  in  bavinff  referred  the  Slf^jeanttO  the  civil  magistrate 

^f  advice  ana  aid,  wputd  have  been  culpable  if  he  had 

Vidt  done  so. 

I  Sir  John  SAright  said,  that  if  he  could  have  formal 
any  conception  that  the  honourable  baronet  Could' *hav|^ 
been  capable  of  proceeding  so  far,  he  Ivbuld  h.ave  b^ni|m 
llist  mup  ip  tha\  house  to  have  comptqmised  its' authority 
liy  accadita^f  to  tha  irdoptiom  of  aigroih^r  than.tb#  tjaoit 


•    ( 


*  «  **  *  * ,      *****  i    '*•/•''    '    ■   '  I 

^cjg^orQus  .proceeding.  ^.   iF  eter  th'ere  hailtieeni. 


^^rc  disgracefal  than  W  dthcS  tfiat 'hadjj^l  __^ 
^ttie  cognizance,  of  <he  hdt^e,  it  was  that  olTtheliQn^S 
\6arouet.  .  Ijf  .tiat'  lidnbur^bte  BaroTiei  wanted  to, tfx 
Bffnple  fiueslion  of  right  \ti  tl^e  pi rcsi^iit  instance,  Wa^f 


Scr  io  uncover  while  pHsisin^thq  hdusc^of^irl^rahcTs  Biir- 
^  etl?   .ftc;  (Sir  John)  was  notbne  of  those  dtsboseqjq^ajr 
itifit  servile  testiraony  of  compulsory  homaffelo  tbp  ljoi2e 
'ojf  Che  ho^o^rabie  baronet,  and  in  c6nseqlj3nc^'hejno^*l|ls 
car/iage  d|(t  hoi  pass  that  yfay'/i^A,  laii^hj^J^\p^  iL^ic&iia 
•  typrj  tlii^n^  that  had  faUen  from  his  nono'uribte^n^  ei 
ieimoi  ftiencT/who  hi^d  opened  the  itcbate  (M^.  Ciirweal, 
aiid  thought  the  fiouseboond,  forttiesalke  onheir  dwpd^ 
'nifj:,  ^9^su^*pdrthi8  majestv^s  nilhistersiri  the  present' cri- 
iipal  emer^enc^.    ^eiofe  be  sat  down,  he  wQuId  say  6^ 

J^prd  in  pe|ia|rof  a  person  Whom  he  thought  Had  not  beeb 
piie  sufficielii  IqsUqe  iaj,  he  meant  the  Seneaht  af  Arro^ 
^yliom he descriDifcdas a  itia|!i' of'great adti vft v a^id  IrEecttier- 
'spnalcodrege^.^He  thought  Ai'a^^^  oFthe  Se^^t 
/ftroiiflhoutWa&^hiflly  freedom  Blame*      '!, 
: :  "^Saif^ltpf^h/  hjOa, ,  th&t  it  Was  tio^'H!^  mnti^L 
}d  ]^ire«enty.ip  gq  intoThe  tck^^  of  the  Vote  hi  Iiiu)  aTrtejJ 
^wgn^  even  ifit  Wasiiioti^liV ne^^Mf^,  iii  oirti^iienix^  <L 
^^occurif^hc^^  to  restate  thbW'|;rpuiiu|i;    Rii|^rlibapM 
4>bjtet  iuDoW  niip^;  ^astoihciil^t^the  hodsei^^ 
^ofi  of  the  vote  he  inted'de^  to  git^^  tfiip  diffi^reo^e  l^tweell 
^"^e  r^solttUonf  proposed  M^j  \he  Hght.  bdnott^t>Te  tb^ 
ancellpr  of  the  jSIich^tier  4nd  fba  dniriQal  ameiiil^biti 
WM  onfepf  those  ^ho  thought  fhirt;%ittri*lee^^ 
,a4;ux&eut  of  tii0  hondurabfe  oaxdnet  wi($  nbialf  off; 
cp^nisisBi}Ae  by  that  house^^jeind.  betag  6f  th'i^t  odblc- 
could  not  Jiowagtrce  toa  Vote, caltitig his  sdb^oeht 
To  tiie  %eatteY,  ari^  aggtaValidn  orthaf  6ti^isl'61SxM 


^434         .Tire4'AJiUAa»HtAEY  abgistbr*-    *     [com* 

y}Xfo^  ipxcY9i\\e^  upon  id  adopl  the  oannscl  \ie  had  acted 
t^ipon  fn  fnrttierance  of  an  obj^t  that  was  aUalnahle  in  a 
,  *ny.  so  obviously  preferable  to  iUe  one  so  injudicioqsl^ 
]  rcsolvoj.  upon.  Had  ^ir.  Francis,  in  the  first  insfapcei 
'2:on^  jrnmcdiafrly  .to  pijison,  he  would  liavc  had  all.hi^ 
,  Ji^pril  fpinhlirs  just  as  open  to  {iiin  as  tlicy  now  \vc.re,  af(^ 
titT  Ms  ol>stlnate  resistance,  and  all  the  ialal  consequencps 

ffiat  bad  resulted  from  that  resistance.     lie  could  not, 

!io#cver,  iprct*  with  those  who  affirmed  that  this  Content 

hi\{]  served  not'oulv  to  assert^ut  to  advance    the  dignity 

of  the  bouse.    'lie  could  not  ace  how  (heir  di^^nity  bad 

been  either  advanccnl  or  asserted,  and  more  particularly  so 

. -wbcn  they  nowdcmnrred  upon  the  propriety  of  expulsion, 

Jest  not  /he  mob,  but  the  peaceable  electors  of  West  rainier 

should  Jiffain  return  upon  them  the  j>er5on  they  had  cx- 

liille'd.  '  With  respect  to  the  improvidence  of  ministers, 

it  was  idle  to  attempt  to  get  rid  of  that  charge^  by  retorting 

(he  charjjc  of  improvidence  upon  others — if  those  upon 

ihnt  side  of  the  housi;  luid  predicted  all  the  precautions  o/ 

^resistance  that  had  since  b(H*h  (aken.^  they  would  hayejboen 

'accused  by  tfentleincn  opposite  as  having  caused  the.evils 

they  foretoluj  merely  because  thc^  had  /oretold  them.     Il.e 

concluded  by  slating  i^as  hts  sincere  dpinjon.that  the  con- 

'duct  of  government  th'rougftout  had  be^n  highly  culpable. 

'     Capifiin  Parker^  in  t}.tp>»^  of  great  animation,  animad* 

verted  upon  the  ftlledgea  imp^ourio^y  of  the  learned  gciv-- 

tleman's  aiding,  by  hfs  counsels^  tne  efforts*  of  the  Jbo* 

jnourahle  baronet  to  exalt  in  tbe  country  a  standard  oi* 

'ficditlon  and  tumtiU*     (Cria  of  ordcr^  ordsr !)       /.    ^ /' 

\jHi*»  Popfsohb^xmo  to  order,  and  was  proceeding  to 
comment^ uiTipft  ihe  piglily  unparliamentary  language  that 
had  bcipn  resorted  by  tne  honourable  gentleman,  when 

Ceiptiim  Parker  read il V  ackaowlcdgcd,.  that  lie  had 
Wen  inadvertently  huri>uiJ  inlo  an  ex pfesBion' that' could 
aol  Ht  all  aupTy  to  the  learned  gentlenian,  and  ^pologizpd 
io  that  gtiiitleman  and  tjic  bouse  for  (be  e^ror  be  nad  beeo 
^brnentarily  betray^  into.  He  could  nbt,  )iowevcr,  helpj 
expressing  his  wish,  that  the  Wbuse  would  adopt,  tl^e  pro*; 
per  course  at  once,  and  expel  Sir  Francis  Burdctt.  Tbe  r 
oQccliori  tp  that  seemed  to  be,  that  Sk  Francis  wop W  &^ 
j|:cturncd  again  ;  but  he  had  top  good  an  opinion  of  (be 
good  sense  of  the  electors  of  Wc^mi^nstcr  to  believe  tfiatj 
possible.  .  He  was  satisfied,  thai  when  once  they  Knew 
all  the  particulars  of  his  late  conduct,  t^ev  yrouldacve^ 
jeturhhrm  to  represent'  tbe«i  again  in  tt^  Aoiise^    '    , 


•    Sir'S.WucVRomilijr  an(J  Caplairi, Parker  jmi4uaUy,[[f»* 
^klnccT.'        ,  '      ,         ,  1  '  1' V 

Xorrf  Pbrchc^tcr  thou^fit.  iio  language  c^iUcl  :b^(^tQP» 
slronff  to  ri^proach  tjie  coiuluct  of  the  hoQQumhIe  Imrpi^^ 
from  bei^inning  to  4?iid»     He  folt  himself  objlgcyi 4^^l¥' 
this  occaMOii,  to  rally  round  the  h  )use,  and  the  ^utfto^kjr* 
of  rhe  Speaker  Hiid  his  warrant;  liui.at  the  s^me  .tiJij^AS^ 
thoiiorhl  the  calamities  which  had  taken  pla(;p,p^ropf!e(]f^t 
as  much  from  tlie  backwc\rdne.ss  of.  liimisters  as.frouj  <l|fi# 
infc:nperate  passions  of  mUg^uided  individuals,   ,  [fe.ppul^ 
lioi  avoid  condemning  the  opinion  i^iven  l?y  a.rigM  bori' 
npuraWe  and   learned  gentleman  (|he  A  UorMny*^Qn^rq,l> . 
tfiaf  a  reprimand  from  that  house  to  Sir  Francis  Bur<l^tli^> 
Would  be  like  a 'reprimand  in  the  s,ervants'  jiaVI  fro«n  Uis^ 
o\vn  servants.     He  could  not  see  t])g  j^isticc  of  tbis  coton 
parison,' or  ho\v  it  could  be  adauced.as  anargaqo^al  (pr,. 
imprisonment  instead  of  reprimand*     It  h(Hl  f>een,%s(;;p<W 
tvhethrr  gentlemen  on  that  sicle  yi  the  hqu!^e.?(\prell«|j!4<irt 
ed  any  opposition  to  the  Warri-^ht?     He  ^otijd  pOiy  tha^^' 
he  did  confemplate  an  oppositi(m'  to  it,,  frpm  that>vjbiObV 
bad  been  slnfed  in   the  very  pjip^r^  in  which.tbeg^njkl^ 
marl  on  the  ^ther  side,  said  ihat  lie  Uad  «'ic^^o^1e^lgf().t^a 
ri^Fit  of  the  house  to  commit  "its  members^.  .  In  tl^ayl  Wfyi^^ 
pnp6r.  however,  he  found  fault  \vith  a  warrant  4i(|ii{(ui^4 
to'diat  under  which  he  liaj  been  afrestal,  and^th<;ce^^)i^ 
there  was*  reason  to  supposjc  that  l^e  would  not  haveaub^.. 
mitted  to  it.     The  Serjeant  at  Arm^  was  pluqccl  in  Q  in(ifft : 
awkward  sit uafion.     When  be  asked  for  military  aii}|  he  v 
was  fol(f,  that  he  shoutd  have  i/,  but  th?it  he  4n,u&t,act  atur 
hfe  own  pcrJl ;  and  tliat  if  any  liycjj  w^re  Jost,  and  Jiis.- 
conduct  sliould  turn  out^  to  bo  illegal^  he  uiigj^t  be  hangar  i 
ed  for  it,     It  really  appeared,  as  tf  minist(»'s».  upon  this  * 

ocicnsion.    "" '-"  •*  *^' — —  ""'  '''^*"  \\t^\^\.^^^,.  ^ ai 

tion) 

But  atterwanis  \vTien  iWv  ,  ..     , 

rnnet  hax)  actually  loc^leu  1 A  door  and  pu|  up  the  ^jb^m^.  t 
th!^  Appeared  to  them  ix.  combinaCiou  of  circumi^tsinc^  i; 
wMch  was  hot  to  be  foreseer\.  Their  cf^i^^rfe-ma^'ftji^icl'' 
then  failed  ;  tliey  began  to  consider  ^Piccadilly  as  ia(fpr-  x 
tressj  and  it  reqnired.raany  fneetiiy^s^of  the  caVinet.PQiih«1 
cUftb  dplcrmine  l|ow  it  lyas  to  be  a^ickeJ.,    (Jljsar!),   . . .  $. 

^^•'^leph^n  v^as'a  little  surprized  at.tba9{Mmoiii9fi)ufftr  j 
ri^Jt  Tidnourabfe  inp  ,d;^^^^^^^  f  ^t  .w:th«»..  f, 

lira^ao  erigmarbiience,  thisletier  could  not  pro^rl^oQ 


^^Aed  m  aggVarittiom    ITm  rigM  limMriibte'lit|rf  UMlt^'^ 
edfriendaplieared  io  go  tde  whbli^^leiig^k^of  At^utef^- - 
thAt  Sir  Fianc^  Bnrdeit  eogbt  not.  to  be  iir  an v  imiiiif  ($f  ]• 
pwiihed  fior  the  insiilis  oifeml  to  the  hoa»e  lA  IM^  letter*  ' 
Tke  Amendnieat  irhich  decldred  itan't^g^vation  of  His/^ 
fimMT  ofiance^  woqU  go  ao  fiif  in  paiiishliH^titi  that  |f 
jthe  hoDourabk  baronet,  or  any  body  ibr  him,  should  pe-  ] 
titioii  for  his  discharge,  Ihi^  paper  would  then  betaken 
ibto  Oonsideratipn  in  ataignin|;  the  proper  m^sare  of  pn^ 
tfi^ment.    As  to  the  conduct  of  the  honourable  barohet  ' 
iittb^iBode  of  reiBittance  he  resolved  on,  he'was  glad  to ;[ 
ilfMl  tittl  no  bonoprable  member  iki  that  hoiiKe  approved'^ 
if;  and  this  was  a  circumstance  npon  which  he  migbt;^  ^ 
D|fiatnlate  ihe*  house  and  the  country.    The  honour*,' 
ahAo  baronet  might  have  tried  the  legality  of  the  warrant 
^rMhout  adoptifig  the  mode  of  re^islauce  he  had.  chosen.  ' 
It-^peared  to  the  other  side  of  the  house,  that  a  warrant ' 
^ioh  4kl  not  allow  an  o6ter  door  to  he  broken  was  ab^  . 
aolatriy  BOlhing •    They  however  s^med  to  have  forgot*  - 
i(f$i  ihat  there  are  many  writa  for  debt  itf  divil  lBreiioti|  : 
^iiMoh  could  net  be  enforced  bybreaking  doora.    Tbes^ 
wfUa  were  however  not  redconed  ^s  nugatory,  nor  did  '^ 
lie  see  that  it  would  beany  impettchment  to  the  dignity 
or*  Wthcprityof  the  houto,  if  th^ir  Wariant  was'  on  the  v^ 
aivae  fiioting  as  man^  of  tbef  kitigV  writs,  which  dd  not  '^ 
jiMtUy  Ihelnwking  into  a' house  to  Mfbrce  theml    Some  > 
aoooiable  gentlemen'  opposite  haO  'said,  thijit  they  had  • 
IbMeea  tbe  consequences  w  hidh  had  followed  ftonl  the  ! 
TOM  for  the  cqinmitment  of  the  bonoin^Ue  baron^..    But  \ 
^  bis  own  part,  he  nev^r  could  anticipate  any  re^istancQ  *  ^ 
loathe  eveouiio^n  pf  the  warrant,  because  the  whole  of  the  ' 
argtfmeot  against  that  vote  went  to  shew  that  it  would  bo 
k  triumph  to  the  honourabte  baronet  Id  go  to  the  Tower,  < 
from  w^ich  Ike  could  issue  hislihsts  fn  abulndance.    It^t 
fisA  ^lean  charged  upon  his  majesty ^stninlstdrB,  that  thegr*^ 
Md  not 'h^ken  suftcieot  measorea  for  the  security  of  the  ^ 
]n«tn>|}olfs,  'aa  wdl  as  that  thd^  had  not  given  to  the  Ser->  * 
JBMt  at  ^rnvf  ainttcient  force  tor  enable  him  to  ezeonto - 
iM  wanranl.    Aa  to  the  firgt  pointy  he  contended,  thhfu 
filfrproper  raeasnrea  had  htcn  taken  to  insurq  the  peace' - 
jjai/lkt  metroOdUs.    It  was  nottobb  ex|)ected'thatj]^^, 
jidveriiipent,  ml  tfaeezp^^totiDn  of  rkita,  should  havo  a)«»  '^' 
fiOL  il  iinaUaff  «»rce  in  every  atrtet*    If  they  lilnl^  M| 
mmt^  iholr  oondii^  would  bate  beeft  viost  loiiily  mf* 


A2  nm.  10;]      .  #f iHf  oSff  tmnhi  lill YBK^T  nt-r       48t^  ^ 

inff  fw)«avotirQdiQ<0ui:i)own  the  ciyiKby.retori^ui^lor'Ute^? 
niilitoft^, ()Qwei!4  £r«Qilt  imdtt ^rvf  dob) toHlie  pro"^nttibiit:I) 
fur  thnr  ^?cflutii)ii9i  aaiwdU  in»  Ht  tke  iniUto-jr^r  fcmllln^'; 
inflid(eratK)n  vUicb  >lilirjr  had-. ^Usphjed^  to  (b^caoiM  oflf/ 
tbp  painrul  d^y  l)iej  had  40  ptrfiorm/  As  to^>rtui  obMeor 
that  no  adequate  force  h9«  plteed  at  the.dixpM^i^^iAlfitf^' 
Skrjeaiity  IM  bac)  been.6Q  ottoii  aIra(idy:aMrwered,4b»tat.':' 
was  strange  it  sbo^U  still  be  n^poatfd.  .  The  wiirttHit''V 
nijgbt  have  beeti  esecnlcd  either  oft  Fridsy  at  Satnrdai^rr; 
wUboutatij  necosiiity  for  fovciiig  the  ovter  cliMiT;'aiKlt|ii/fr 
the  eod  thte  warmot  had  fiMrtunately  been  put  in  eKec•4.^ 
tiou  uriihout  any  reconne  to  military  foiic«,' or  any  >efl%i<^L& 
jMx  of  bIopd«  Whilst  it  vas:  to  b^  appfebended  'tlHt;c 
lives  mi^ht  be  lost  on  both  sides  in.  case  of^xecntijifi  tbd^f 
w^rnant.  by  force,  wliat  would  have,  been  the  optmim  &t^ 
gentlemen,  respectipg  tlie  cooduct  of  gavernnient)  if  n^^I 
nistei^  bad  ordered  the  SerjaHnt.to  execute  hi^varrafeitl^vx 
Ifit  turned  ont  tot  be  illegal  to  force  Uie  outer  door^'akidv^a 
that  lives  bad  be^n  lost  in  a  conflict^  would  itHave  bee«5» 
, a  justification  of  :lbc  Serjeant,  on  an  indictiiient'for^nlDri'r 
deff  to  {dead  the  Erections  ^of  bis; majesty's  miaiseesaift/i' 
When  a  doubt  Qjf^Mmi.  in  the  niod  af*  a:tey  of  iivi  ^i^Vd 
honoiirable  frienda^  ifrwaa  perfectly  ri^bt  to -siiapend'ithcP^ 
esoeotioa  of  the  wnnrant^.  till  tliat  doubt  was  removed ^i>s 
referring  to  tbe  biyibestle|ral(anibortty»  f  mm  aUiiiiriiMJr 
tenti^n  which  be  bad  ibemaUe  •^bestbw>uppn>tba  sal^a 
ject)  ii  was  his  opinion  that  bjs  majfsiy -s  mmiteiiy  aa  fiitot 
fjDDin  deserrinjs  rep«QbattfO»  were^xm  the  cM»ifary(  for  thb^v 
whole,  of  th^ir,  cqnduCA^  entitled  to  praise.  But  kMAA 
h^  tauntingly  aiJifxl^'Otl  a. fono/er. nighty  wiieCliev  (Myd 
cidt4.bia  standing  by  the  kiogf  To  lhis;|  *be  shoiikhatf»Ti 
>  a9|[er.  Yes.  T^  stiiiiq  by  the;  privilagiM  of  that  boose^'  woi  <» 
tamaintain.the  authority  .of  fttrliameiit  randrto^sftrndiifu 
tbf  pariia«n€fit»  wis>4o^aBd  by  tlie  coi^stiliitton^  and»ct»s^'fi 
aeqtiently  by  ih^>  king,  JLJpoo  the iwliPle^  )»>  wus  ioofcisfi 
Tij^ced^mat  :the.fniniiiters)bajilidoae(^  duljl^:  andafcftei^ 
hi|iM?iirabloigeatleqseA  #|>p0»ite^bouhl  being  (iirwiard'.ai«pif 
mojlioi^  Sot  a  diKCtoeqaur^agaiUst  iiiei|i>  Ibeyj  yinW^atFi 
tlum^ves^pppifdhif  j|»iU0iiiisally^^^  ^« 

itordl  Temple  ilatedtoexplanatiorlthatftohod  kiptftkM 
itHiMM#9r^  Uiivvii  t0i  hiaiHitQeaty'a  iiui|bterattba«<thqF^li 
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ilid  Serjeant  as  he  deemed'  Boccssarj  to  enable  him  to  exe- 
cute the  warrant. 

Sir  Samuel  RomlUt/  explained,  that  lie  had  never  ^aid 
tbathe  bad  foreseen  the  eoii$()qncnces  which  had  iVsultcd' 
^(etQ^lly  from  the  vote  of  corarailracn^,  but  ^hat  he  bad  . 
foreseen  consequences  from  that  vote  A?hich  he  did  not 
deem  it  proper  to  stateat  the  time. 

Mr.  C.  Wj/nne  denied  ili^t  it  had, been  stated  ns  a  mat- 
ter of  charge  ^^ihst  his  majesty's  ministers,  Uiat  fliey  bad 
apt  employed  the  militafy  in  (he  first  instance.  The  char;^ 
■was,  that  lUe  honourable  secretary  of  state  bein^  at  the. 
bead  of  the  civil  power^  had  not  employed  it  so  toon  as  he 
should  have  done,  and  was  responsible  for  all  the  dari^ 
geTous  consequences  that  might  have  resulted  from  tho 
time  lost.     1 1  would  not  be  said  that  his  majesty's  n[\inisters 
wtfe  unacquainted  with  the  scenes  that  took  place,  as  they 
might  have  learned  them  from  one  of  their  own  body* 
(Lord  Westhiorcland,  who  had  been  assailed  with  some. 
mud  by  tlie  mob.)  Ministers  were  culpable  for  having. left 
Piccadilly  during  the  whole  of  Friday,  in  the  possession 
of  a  riotous  collection,  who  obliged  all  that  passed  through 
the  street  to  take  off  their  bats  to  the  majesty  of  the  mob. . 
A  few  constables,  employed  in  time,  would  liave  dispersed 
the  assemblage  of  boys,  scarcely  fifteen,  engaged  in  that 
riotous  proceeding.     Tlio  mob  that  attiickecT  tlie  house  of 
hi3  honourable  ftie^id  (Sir  John  AnstrutJ)er),  might  havi^ 
been  dispersed  in  tbesame  way  ;  as  well  as  that  which  had 
assailed  the  house  of  the  noble  lord  opposite,    (Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh.)    None  but  boys  were  at  £rst  concerned  in  the 
difltiirbances ;  but  when '  it  was  found  that  they,  werc'*left  '. 
sa  to  act  with  impunity,  others  bent  upon  more  serious  * 
mischief  joined,  and  ihea  (heir  first  uuirch  was  to  F)own<v  *! 
ing-streetp     The  military  were  resorted  to  ni)on'thatoc«  • 
casion,  but  not  until  the  riot  had  come  under  'thevery  * 
nases  of  his  majesty's  ministers.    The  Serjeant  at  Atlns  - 
had  a  right  to  expect  that  those  who  supported  the  issue  ^ 
of  the  warrant  should  have  pointed  out  to  him  how  it  \ 
was  to  be  executed.     If  the  seijeaift  had  gone  to  consult^ 
hi|.  learned  friend.  (Mr,  A(|am),  he  was  oon^inded  be^* 
would  have  received  much  better  advice  than,  it' appear^  - 
edhe  had  received.     His  hohpurable  and  learned  fri^d^  * 
had  very  properly  not  considered  the  qwi^ioi}  pn  nkium  • ' 
grouYids  of  legal  analogy,,  bat  rested  it.u|^  miioh  Vi^fKi'^ 
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groun4$.  >  The  house  must  hav€  every,  pqwer  ne'CMafyftQ 
gfve  eflfectio  its  warrant.    What  other  court  had  tho  sskmp 
^  powe.r  to  send  its  officer  to. starch,  the  house  of  a  ivitness 
.  for  ptipers^  as  ihiii  house  had  dpne  last  year  in  tlie  c^fie  . 
orCaptairrSandqi)  ?    The  hou9e  unquestionably  possegs- 
c^  alltke  po^rs  necessary  io  enforce  lis  ^varrant^andiil 
.  was;\iUh  regret  he  found  these  powers  weakened^  by  beuig 
placed  upon  lower  crrounds  Ihai^  these  upou  which  they 
actually  .n^ftei).     T^e  warrant  was  an  attachment  ^of  u 
criniimiluatjire,  as  haying^  issued  upon  a  convictiQn  de- 
clared by  1^  vote  of  that  Jhqnse.     With  respect  to  the  qtiffe^ 
..tion  before,;them,  he  could  not  help  agreeing  to  the.  aunend-^ 
lneDtof^the  right  honourable  gentleman  (the  Cbaucellpt 
.of  the  Exchequer))  though,  with  a  view  tp  unanimityitibe. 
Should  Ihrpw  out  tlie  propriety  of  substituting,  for  >^^a 
!^(Jii,£fh   aggravation  of  his  previ<)u&  ofiPcnce,"  the  W^il^jUy 
\  ^^  that  the  .lioiise  hnd  received  tlie  papei:  with  g^eat^Ji^* 
\digi[iation.'*i;  If  his  honourable  friends  (should  agfee,tQ,a 

{esolution  «o  worded,  they  might  pass  it  wijh  unaniioit^; 
mt  at: the,  same  time,  he  must  add,  that  he  had  hioi^C 
'no  objection  to  the  ^ords  of  the  amendment  a^.it  tl^a 

.'bIOOtU  .!•,.'  ,  r:  i      :     , 

.-A/r.  Beresford  observed,  that  however  indecprouSvOr 
disorderly  it  might  be  for  gentlemen  to  interrupt  othcfs 
when  speaking,  by  expressing  the  words  "yes,"  pjr  ?*  np/' 
.the  house  would  excuse  him  when  he  admitied  . ^hftt  he 
was  oUepf  those  who  had  so  interruptecl  an  hqnpoitifale 
'and  learned  gentleman  in  that  manner.  If  thathpfiom^ 
able,  member  were  then  present,  h^  should  gladly  n)filie 
an  apology  to  him.  The  grouncji  of  his  inierruptjlpn  iivin, 
.tlmt  <o>a  question  put  by  the  honourable  a^d  leariieii 
luembcr,  he  was  auxious  tp  answer  that  he  did.i>ot  regret 
the  vote  whidi  )ie:had  given  in  the  former  ibstappe;^  ((y 
however  enigmatical  it  might  anpear  to  others,  it  jivas^^ 
opinion^  that  except  tlie  ^cdaixig  a  little  blood,  ;miip]L 
good  had  resulted  to  the  constitution  and  the  countiy  • 
from  the  whole  proceeding./ I^Te  had  voted  for  sfiudiipg 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  to  tl)e  Tower ,^  because  be  thought  b# 
object  was.  to  overturn  the  consUtutioa,  and /evolutipni^^ 
the  country.  ^  When  he  bad  used  the  words  "  JVo,  no^X 
it  vrafi  to  snew  that  be  was  not  afraid  that,  in  caaqxif  |ijf 
expni^ion^  the  electors  of  Wes^t minster  would  reveled  th^ 
^anguioary  man ;  he  could  use  no  other  tqrm,  b^caiio^ 
if  he  were  not  ^angainnry,  he  aii|;ht  have  maiiitained  hi^ 


.  principles  without  Tiaznrding  the  effiision  efblMS.  ^Me 
%As  not  to  be  iaifnidated ;  nor  did  M  flilnlr  me  lioiiifi 
%ook]  be  irrlimidated  by  anjr  appre&eiTMion  ftom'ii  fiiob,i 
If  he  wa6  not  aware  that  he  Phonic!  not  cd'fry  Ih^  fceliijg 
nfthc  bouse  liith  htifii,  be  s^o^ld  mbve  fbV  theexpi^ii^ 
df  thfltt  bondittdBle  baronet.  He  shotjld,  thereiQre^  irdte 
fbr  fbe  ftitemfntent  of  the  right  honourable  gentjemui 
(the  Ctwifieelldl-  of  the  Exchequer). 

'  Loird  JifiUoft  theant  to  conffhe  himself  to  the  subject 
lieniftny  bethr^  the  house.    They  had  (i?o  propositions 
beAife  them,  one  for  passing  over  Ijie  letter  wrtiouf  aAj 
notice*,  the  other  fl  resolution,  that  it  was  a  higher  a^ 
gmvruion  of  the  forrtier  offence.    ^6  th6  first  nc  eould 
Hot  give  h(^  i^oiicuTi^nce,  and  sl^  less  lipon  tlM^argii* 
Menu  empT^yMT  by  (he  honourable  gentl^mah,  its  aufhotr, 
in  retoterarnairtg  it  to  the  house,  It^ecause^  if  good  ibr 
any  Ihtrig^  these  at^ltmcnts  wdiild  b^.good  against  takfrif 
Utty  Meps  a^inst  the  honournble  baroiid.     fie  agreed  th&i 
tf  would  be  unworthy  of  th6  iT)a|^anitnity  of  tne  dignity 
#f  the  honse,  io  be  fnfimidated  by  ai^  fetir  of  tlie  mbf^ 
nvty  the  terroi^  of  a  WestAiihster  election.    But  is  fie 
could  not  support  the  raotiop,  so  neither  could  he  agtfe 
in  the  ^metkinieilf,  l)ecranie^h{Ist  it  iigreed*ttiat  fbe  let- 
ter i;ia«i  Mgh  Bggmvatioa  of  thc^r^vious  offehce,  H  stfll 
stated  that  it  vfifs  not  nccc^Rlidry  to  lake  fhither  nbfffce  of 
jt  at  presertt.    The  letter  ettHer' was  or  was  not  an  a^t^ 
tiifltin  6^  the  former  offenfcd.     If  it  w&s  ah  ag^raVaUoA^ 
*  the  house  sifaould  notice  it.     Tn  eVadihg  any  notice  of  tlie 
letter,  the  amendment  would  b4ve  the  same  efierct  as  tBo 
flieiion.    If  it  was  ah  aggravatioh,  it  wars  better  not  to 
lake  any  notice  of  it.     But  as  atl  were  ^reed  t|i&t  the  M« 
,  lerwaKan  aggravation,  the  resolution  should  be' worfled 
is  another  manner.     Th^  house  wa$  bouiM  (otakeisom^ 
ftlr^hHr  Steps,  which  it  was  not  for  him  io  pdnt  out. 
AtfKt  here  they  bad  eitperiende  of  the  cmba1rmssn)ehi  re* 
iiiWf^g'from  their  vote  for  cbnimithidrf.    flad  they  stop- 
ped srort  at  reprimand,  they  might  have  stilT  something 
w  their  hands.    Bht  they  had  expended  all  iBeir  atnmli- 
atti^ti,  and  had  inflicted  the  greatest  piini^httfefit  at  dh^.. 
jf  ihcy  had  stopped  short,  they  might,  in.tbis'infcfii^nciL 
ii^nd  the  honourable  baronet  to  th'e'Towe/.    As  %ls  could 
Si<yt  a^ree  in  either  the  motion  or  the  aihiimTihejaty  hi 
shield  ndt  feci  hin^srif  at  Hbertylo  vo(6  'fiot  altfi^;  oni)  ^ 
dmidd'conseqtiently  Vote  against.  Doth. 
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j^T^e  WonfiuraUe  Mr.  I^Htetori  thougbt^  *Tial  if  ev^ 
tfiei'e  had  been  a  question  that  called  for  ^uaniadij^  i^ 
Was  the  one  under  consideration.     He  should  not^  how<r 
erer,  travel  into  tite  r;ictraneou5  topics  which  bad  fa^n  in* 
^TKlttced  into  the  [discussion,  and  by  none  moire  thao  ih^ 
lionourable  j^i^A  learned  gentleman  opposite  (M.r. .  Sleb» 
phcr)%  whose  compliuienfs  to  the  genllen}ea  onbis$ido 
of  the  house,  be  Ip6kfd  upon  as  insults,  and  upon.ivbo^ 
obsorvutions,  considering  his  age  and  learniQig,  be  should 
not  animadvert,  if  he  had  not  heard  theni  with  a  degree 
of  indignation.     Notwithstanding  the  defence  of  his  mfL^. 
jicsty's  ministers,  which  had  been  made  by  thathonour^^ 
4ble  member,  he  was  convinced  tl^at  much  of  the  guilt 
)ji?6uld  fall  upon  them.     Whatever  opinion  might  ba.Tf| 
bc^n  entertained  of  the  propriety  of  ceiisuclng  the  former 
letter  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  there  could  be  but  one  opi«, 
i^pn  as  to  the  latter.    No  honourable  .  member  could 
dipubt  that  j^  was,  an  insult  to  the  Speaker,, and  through, 
lilm  to  l)ie  house**  .The  bouse  was  therefore  bo^nd  to  »• 
press  its  resentment  at  tb«  proceeding ;  and  so  strongly, 
aid  be  feel  on  tlie  subject,  tnat  be  was  bound  to.declare. 
himself  called,  on,  and  determined  to  resent  it.    This.seu;*. 
timenf  he  could  not  utter  but  with  r^ret. ,  Tbcvie  gentle*, 
men  who  were  acquainted  with  the  engaging  and  amiable 
nianners  of  that  honourable  baronet  would  give  him  credit, 
for  the  reluctance  he  felt  on  this* occasion.  ;  Whatever  he. 
felt  himself  bound  to  say  was  wrung  from  bini  by. the. 
strongest  conviction,  and  a  conscientious  sense  of  public 
duty.     However  painful  the  task,  whatever  sacrifice  it 
may  cost  him  on  the  score  of  private  feelings,  he  was  still 
compelled,  upop  conditions  of  a  higher  public  nature^ 
to  perform^his  duty.    It  was  an  imperious  obligation  upon  ! 
him,  which  he  was  bound  untmswerably  and  unalterably 
to  discharge^  by  decLiring  that  the  case  under  considera-. 
tion  was  one  which  was  not  to  l>e  jdntitied.     He  could  not 
reconcile  it  to  any  principle  of  j^Uriotism^^or  public  spirit, 
that  one  who  prolesj-ed  to  be  the  frif^nd  of  liberty,  ami 
tbeadvocate  of  the  laws, should  for  f^Kir  daysliavecontintted 
a  fruitless  resistance  to  the  S[)eikcrswarrai^t,at  the  hazard 
of  incurring  the  loss  of  lives,     it  was  the  opinion  of  a  great 
sta(f^sntarr,now  unTortunHtely  no  more  (tiielate  Mr.  Fox), 
that  rlotiiing  could  ju^tity  resistance  but  the  certain    pro* 
spect  of  the  ultimate  success.     The  honourable  baronet 
could  certainly  have  entertained  no  hope  or  prospect  of 
Vol.  ll.^X^id.  3  L 
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Veins:  able,  bjr  means  of  a  riotous  mob,  siiccessfully  to  ns* 
^t9t  tlie  iwliole  military  force  at  ilie  disposal  of  ihegovero- 
iDOil;  BHcl  yet  Iicliatl|  to  the ^rcat disturbance  pf  the quieC 
fnctrop9li8,  persevered  in  afruiiiess  resistance  for  four  dftjs. 
Amongst  the  grounds  of  complaint  whicb  he  had  against 
the  bouourable  baronet  he  could  not  pass  over  his  implied 

fromise  lo  the  Serjeant  at  Anns,  to  accompanj  him  to  tbe 
'ower.  He  bad  li^  on  terms  of  friendship  with  that 
1ion»  baranets  but  (bis  s^asan  act.  so  wholly  unworthy  of 
bim^  Ih^t  be  must  for  ever  adjure  him  either  as  a  private  or 
a  fialiticnl  friend.  AfH>ther|e:round  oif  com  plaint  on  his  part 
ugaiust  Sir  Francis  Burdett  was,  thai  from  the  first  to  the 
lost  moment  of  his  obstinate  resistance,  he  had  bet^n  at- 
tended in  his  borne  by  the  l^olher  of  a  notorious  and 
avowed  traitor.  This  he  could  not  easily  for^cive  him. 
He  was  far,  indeed,  Irom  inferring  tbe  treason  of  one  bro* 
tber  from  the  treason  of  another.  He  did  not  mean,  bj 
any  means,  to  say  that  Mr.  Rogt'rO*Connor  was  a  traitor. 
But  if,  what  was  im[)ossib)e,  he  had  been  in  the  situation 
of  Sir  Francis  Burden,  he  should  not  have  associated  witb 
any  man  to  whom  suspicion  could  attach  ;  he  should  not 
have  l)een  attended  by  the  brother  of  Arthur  O'Coanor, 
tbat  vile  traitor,  who  employed  himself  in  wrttingi  in  a 
paper  published  in  the  English  language  at  Pkris,  thie  mosT 
pul)  fiilse,  and  scandalous  libels  upon  the  British  govern* 
fuent  and  nations  a  paper  printed  in  the  English  langua^ 
no  doubt*  \¥ith  a  view  ti)  b^  circulated  in  these  realms.  Was 
this  the  manner,  by  the  inlroductioii  of  foreign  libels  an() 
treaspas,  that  the  liberiy  or  public  spirit  of  tbe  country 
was  to  be  asserted  and  animated  ?*  All  such  proceedings 
fii'the  booonr<iblc  baronet  he  should  disclaim,  and  was 
determined  to  op[H)s(*him  in  every  instance.  lie  had  but 
one  word  to  afld.  He  had  thought  that  the  former  letter 
ought  not  to  have  lK*en  nofieed,  because  he  had  a  doubt  as 
to  the  propriety*  of  the  proceeding  proposed.  The  house| 
boweve'r,  was  thebest  jndgeof  iU  ptuliainentary  privileges. 
He  had  never  a  doubt  that  ii,  was  an  ofience  thajt  misht  be 
punished  by  a  reprimand  or  a  prosecution,  lie  siioqld 
YOte  for  the  anicudinoiit,  as  the  s(ron<;er  measure. 

Sir  James  Hall  supported  the  amcndinent. 

yMr.  C*  Ilutchinstm  thought  that  nothing  c6uld  ..be 

inore  valuable  than  the  privileges  of  the  representatives  or 

theaation  for  preserving  the  liberties  of' tbe-oeoplc.     He 

bad  voted  for  the  liberation  of  Mr.  Joiits^  ana  was  stiU  pf 


•>  , 
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opiiiidi^  with  deferciite  to  the  house,  that  t^e  or^itment 

aadHsftsedliy  the  hopotirable  baronet  to  hits  cotisiifticnts 

Was  ndt  in  viulatton  of  the  privih^^jes^of  that  hodse..    He 

.troncladed  by  ^ying,  Ihnt  he  should  8ui^iM)rt  the  molloii. 

Mr.  Curweji  trusjied,  ffiat,  ofler  home  thirties  which  hatt 
heen  said  in  llie  course. of  this  debate,  he  should  obtainli 
hearing.  He  %va8  charged  with  tieing  afniid  of  the  kn6bt 
Now  lie cotild  Assure  the  iionotirnble  member  n^homaije 
that  charge,  that  in  sub^ittnig  his  motion  to  Ihe  honi^ 
he  ws^  influenced  by  no  feeling  of  the  kind*  'His  object 
was  to  obtain  unanimity.  Considering  the  '  transact totis 
of  the  last  few  days,  he  felt  it  to  b<:'  his  duty,  and  tUb  dntt 
of  every  nian  who  reven'd  the  roni>tltijtion,  to  suppbii^tthb 
v^vernment.  He  regretted  the  debate  had  taken  the  turn 
U  did,  and  that^  instead  of  confining  the  discussion  to  lite 
i^peciflc  matter  of  com  plaint  befote  the  house^  Honrs  shonhl 
have  been  pasaed  in  endeavouring  to  fiic  ubon  ministers 
the  char^  df  negligence.  In  suggesting  tne  codi'sc  ek- 
pressed  in  his  mo((on|  he  al.^o  had  it  in  view  to  prtvlsdt 
iiiat  disgiracefol  letter  from  appearing  on  the  journals  of 
the  hoose.  He  thought  the  motives  df  ministers  Were 
well  directed  in  so  speedily  preparing  so  iar^e  a  fbrcb^  to 
insnre  the  peace  of  the  metropolis,  and  enforcing  the 
orders  of  the  house.  He  did  not  know  that  he  shouM 
have  acted  difitrently  from  them,  cons^ideriog  the  heavy 
respansibilify  attached  to  their  conduct.  This  was  not  a 
moment  to  pass  a  censure  on  their  conduct.  In  a  short 
time  he  trusted  the  elector^  of  Westminster  would  s^  the 
conduct  of  the  honeurable  baronet  in  its  true  light.  If  it 
was  the  wish  of  the  hou^,  he  had  no  objection  to  with- 
draw  his  amendment. 

The  Speaker  observed,  thai  could  n^t  be  done  without 
the  consent  of  the  seconder. 

Mr.  D.  Giddy  consented. 

Mr.  Whitbread  would  not  agree  to  the  amendment  not 
bein^  put., 

Mr.  Gpocfi  was  $orry  tite  amendment  was  not  adopted, 
fie  must  at  the  same  time  take  an  opportunity  of  de- 
claring, that  no  res(»IuiioD8  of  that  house  would  be  strong 
enougn  to  express  his  abhorrence  of  the  honoiirable  baro* 
net's  conduct.  What  opinion  would  any  man  of  honour 
^nterWnn  of  that  baronet's  conduct,  alter  having  forfeited 
l^ia  word,  to  the  Serjeant  at  Arms.  Me  never  had  but  one 
opinion  of  hini.  He  waspesundcd  that  it  hud  always  been 
his  wish  to  produce  such  a  crl^tis  as  tfiis. 


" 'Lord  f Cochrane  titnt^d  h^  would  be  absD^lred  by  tM 
hnUHimMd  gentleman  who  last  «pok^;  of'My  Willi' 16 
i^nHT  the  country  into  confomon.     With  fegard  to  the 

SaMion  of  prmlege,  he  did  rtot  consider  'the  boase  w 
wing  B  nffht  to  commit  Mr.  Jone»,  irhAte?0r  RutborH^ 
^ibqr  may  cTuim  over  their  own  membetf.    He  could  ^&L 
Bdinit  that  they  irere  authorized  to  break  open  Sir  Francis 
Bordett's  house  to  secure  his  person.    .With  respeot  Iq 
the  question  befote  the  house,  there  were  several  oxpres- 
ni^Bs  in  the  honourable  baronet's  letter  not  necesimy  to 
he  used  (a  {^itifi^A)— expTessions  he  would  call  imjiroper  f 
nay,  he  woulago  fadber,  and  admit  the^  wereoensurabie^ 
bat  there  were  sufficieni  means  of  punishing  the  author, 
^trithout  recurriog^to  an  exertion  of  priyik^ge.    The  P^ivie 
fkgeaf  tbe  house  extended  only  io  the  punishment  of  con- 
iiemptS'  not  punishable  by  the  courts  of 'law.    He  coiild 
'  <«ltot^affree  with  some  hotitfurablc  gentleman  on  hts  side, 
ihat  the  government  deserved  to  tie  reprobated  for  not 
.^harins^  acted' more  promptly.    On  the  contrary,  be trouT 
.^deira  tbem  as  deserving  of  praise  for  their  humanity  and 
-vflipderation.    He  was  informed'lhat  nhen  bis  honourable 
oolIeague*s  bouse  was  forced,  the  military  wb^  the  first 4o 
enter.    That  was  not  a  way  in  which  the  orders  of  iha 
iJHoaii  oPcommQOs  ought  to  be  executed.    He  would  vote 
ffor  mourning  the  nuestion,  or  any  other  motion  lka| 
woirid  «n»bler  the  house  to  get  rid  orit. 
•t    Mr.  *B(Uhunti  said  thai  it  Appeared  trom  the  nidepce 
of  theScrjcaint  at  Avm^f  that  it  wj^slhe  civil  power  tKat 
'  ifilat  ootfeted  Si r< Francis  fiiirdett*s  bouse.   It  was  possiMe, 
^Ikowe!nkr,  tbeir  officer* wits  mi^talcen.    The  noble  iord 
'   niigbi  have  been  in  the  Iiousp,  and  known  better;     He 
wished  that  it  should  be  made  part  of  the  motion,  fhsi  tlie 
object  of  the  house  having  ()een  gained  hy  the  imprisonr 
.    ment  of  the  honourable  baronet^  it  did  not  think  proper 
to  proceed  furtiier. 

bir  C.  Burrel  was  astonished  to  bear  any  impiitations 
thrown  upon  the  military,  whose  conduct  had  been  mo^ 
exemplary.  Their  forbearance  of  the  dts«;raceful  insults 
efiered  to  them  by  a  rascally  mob  deserved  the  highest 
commendation.  .There  was  not  one  decent  man  to  be 
found  among  those  who  engaged  in  these  scandalous 
scenes.  There  was,  hbwever,  it  would  seem,  no  \rant  of 
,  as^ssias among  that  vile  crew,  f^ast  night  an  officer  waa 
J  ifif^  HC  inthe  purlieus  f»f  tlie  bouse  by  f|  scoundrel  r^tbe 


Ml  pftsfeed  tlHfOn^  hUbat,  ailc)  ^  well  nigh'  aiinitfila*. 
ied  liiMi.  He^ondj^oifledllieqoncltfct  of  Sir  Francis  Baf^ 
idett  frM)  first  folftNt.  Had  lie  been  jo  the  sitnatioQy  (ojf 
thai  pei^n  he  would  have  jrOne  (juietly  to  the  Tower, 
^mner  than  encjakiger  (he^  sheddirig^l*  one  drop  of  blood* 
*  'SirT.  Orde  expressed  bis  disapprobation  of  Sir  Fronds 
BoiKlelt'g  cottdiicA. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  and  Mr.  Boyle  ioined  in  thiscehsiii^ 
-  The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment.  Tte 
Speaker  declared  (be  noes  bad  it ;  but  Jjord  Cochran^ 
dissenting,  the  bouse  wns  cleared  for  a  division^*  which 
we  understand  his  lordiihip  afterward$  declined  pressing. 

Strangers,  were  excluded  for  a  considerable  time.  Ob 
>ouT  re*adniisston  we  found  the  house  engaged  in  tlic  dif» 
etission  of  an  amendment)  of  which  no  Ic^^  than  three  kaA 
been  mo?ed.  Mr.  Whtlbread  propo^icd  iliat  the  woi4, 
"flagrant"  sboulcl  be  sul>siituted  for  **  aggravatioii*^<^ 
the  purpose  of  produciuj^  unahimify.        >    V 

After*  much  discussion,  Mr.  W hilbreadV  8n«r<res(i6n 
was  adopted  by  the  Gbnncellor  of  the  Elcchequer,  who  oh- 
fsryed,  througbout  the  ^hole  course  of  (he  debate^  n6t 
a  single  noember  lifted  up  his  voice  in  defence  of  the  con* 
IJfuct  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett. 

It  was  then  agreed  that  the  letter  of  Sir  Francis  Burdeti 
to  Uie  Speaker  should  not  be  entered  on  the  journals  and 
that  none  of  the  amendments  dioutd  appear  ou  them.' 

It  was  then  re$olved»  nenx'm^  copiradtcente^  **  tliatthr 
letter  was  a  hjgh  and  fltigraiit  breach  of  the  privilr/Ves  of 
that  house  ;  bat»  as  it  ajipcarntl  -from  the,  c^vidence  of  ihe 
Serjeant  at  Arms,  tliat  tlw  order  of  the  bouse  had  bceti 
executed,  (he  house  did  not  think  it  proper  to  proccal 
farther."  . 

A  sehrct  c<imhiiftee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
.manner  in  which  the  s«ibbcripticms  for  funding,  tlie  eight 
millions  exchequer  bills  wen*  received. 

The  other  orders^  of  ihe  day  were  dis{)osed  of,  and  the 
bouse  adjourned. 

H  O  U  S  E   O  F   L  O  R  D  S, 

TUU|IM>,  Y,  APUII.  1'^. 
FOII  KICK  CORPS. 

The  Earl  o^  Liverpool  presf^nied  a  irfurn  of  the 
^ffirctive  force  of  the  foreign  corps^  and  explatucd  the 
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difierenoe  between  the  number  as  appearini^in  the  account 
presented  to  the  h'onse ;  namely,  SI^OOO,  and  the  ndpibenf 
as  stated  in  the  wtmr  estimates,  namely.  iS^OOO.  In 
Ihe  former*  the  West  India  regiments  had  been  in^Joded, 
which  were  exclnded  from  the  army  estimates  under  this 
kedd,  and  \^hich  did  not  properly  come  under  the  deno*' 
taination  of  foreign  corps ;  these aihoun ted  to  about  7,909 
neft.  In  the  return  also  was  included  the  60th  regiment, 
trkfch  was  excluded  from  this  head  in  the  array  estimates. 
This  regiment  consisted  of  five  battalions,  nmounting  to 
about  5,000  men,  a  large  portion  of  whom  were  foreigqctBr 
la  the  army  estimates,  uicewise  under  this  head  the  07(|i 
ir8gif#ent  was  included,  which  was  excluded,  from  this 
l«iUim,  and  he  thoaght  properly  excluded,  as  the  regira^t 
iitikfly  consisted  of  Irish,  Thus  it  would  be  found,  that 
excluding  the  West  India  regiments  and  the  60th  regi- 
facnt,  the  foreign  corps  would  amount  to  about  18,000. 
'  THeEart  ^  Aosslj/n  observed,  that  the  60th  rrgimeiit 
could  not  be  properly  classed  amongst  foreign  corps,  aa 
the  greater  part  of  the  oflBcers  were  Britbb,  who  were 
promoted  in  common  with  the  officers  of  other  regiment^. 
'The  order  of  the  day  having  been  read, 
Lord  King  said,  if  any  applogy.was  tiecessary  for  his 
introdnctng  this  sirbject,  it  wou^  be  found  in  ihe  a^t  of 
the  44th  of  the  king,  relative  to  the  introduction  of  foreign 
tiroops  into  the  country.  It  was  onl^  within  (he  last  ten 
years  that  foreign  troops  had  been  stationed  in  the  coun^try, 
without  the  pretext  of  the  immediate  fear  of  invasioif ; 
and'  mrticularly  that  foreign  generals  bad  been  employ* 
ed.  ^uch  had  been  tfie  const iiulionni  jealousy  previously 
entertained^  that  it  was  only  upon  particular  emergencies, 
and  under  spcfcial  clrcumsfances,  that  foreign  troops  Mere 
allowe<I  to  enter  the  country.  By  the  act  of  the  29lh 
Geo.  II.  a  corps  of  this  description  had'  been  formed  for 
service  frr  America,  but  it  was  specially  enacted,  timt  tli^; 
colonel  should  be  a  natural  born  subject  of  his  mtijesty,^ 
Subsequently  there  was  an  act  made  to  allow  of  certain 
Hessian  and  Hanoverian  troops  remaining  in  the  country, 
then  under  the  fear  of  invasion.  In  the  American  war 
al^o,  (here  was  a  comniunicatiou  made  to  parliament  pn 
the  subject  of  Ilessfan  and  Hn  •)verinn  troops  comin^j  info 
the  country,  and  an  act  was  siKxially  passed.  Jii  all 
these  acts,  however,  the  greatest  caption  was  used,  and 
the  rtost  watchful  constitutional  jealousy  appeared.  But 
wiihirf  tlie>  last  (en  years  a  system  of  employing  foreign 
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tlPeof>6  and  foreign  g^erab  had  grown  up,   tirbicb  hf. 
could  not  but  consider  as  highly  unqonstitotional  and  imi^ 
proper.     By  the, act  of  the  44th  of  the  king,  the  employe 
mervt  of  regiments  of  foreiG^n  .troops  in  the  country  to!ii 
limited  extent  was  legalized,  and  also  the  appointment  of 
foreign  officers  therein  ;  the  reason  assigned  lor  which  was^ 
that  the  troops  might  have  officers  acquainted  witjh  their 
manners  and  language.    This  was  a  perfectly  good  attd 
iitelligible  reason,  but  it  was  evident,  from  the  continued 
use  of  the  word  therein,  that  the  •act  was  only  intended  (a 
apply  to  the  appointment  of  foreign  regimental  officers, . 
and  not  to  the  employment  of  foreign  generals.    And  bo 
could  not  but  consider^  that  the  eniployment  of  foreigiib 
generals  could  only  be  sanctioned  by  a  strained  and  forced 
construction  of  the  act,  which  the  object  of  jt,  as;  deisif** 
Dated  by  the  preamble,  could  bv  JUKmoans  warrant*    It 
was  true,  there  were  general  words  towards  the  c0f|cliiafon . 
of  the  act,  the  meaning  of  which  was  doubtful.;  but  if 
they  were  to  be  construed  to  authuriec  the  appointment  of 
foreign  generals,  as  at  present  upon,  the  staff,  they  nxu^  b^ 
taken  to  go  much  furtncr,  anfl  to  sanction  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  foreigncr.toany  military  command.    Nay,  i^id 
lie  threw  this  out  for  the  consideration  of  the  noble  lordd 
opposite,  his  majesty  might  under  this  construction  of  tho 
act  appoint  a  cptfiolic  commander-in-chief,  provided  that 
catholic  was  an  alien.     He  nbts/erved.  tliat  tuts  act  passed 
on  the  IC:h  of  July,  a  periled  of  the  sesuou  when  little  or 
no  allcntion  would  be  paid  to  it,  and  Avhi^n  it  was  pro- 
bably not  considered  wilh  any  atlention.    Their  lord- 
fchips  were  aware,  tJiat  by  the  act  of  scltlemcnt,  the^ap* 
pointmrnt  of  a  foreigner  to  any  phice  of  tru!>t  or  profit 
under  tlH?  crown  was  rcndcretl  illegal.     Previous  to  tjiat, ' 
in   the  early  part  of  tlie  reign  of  William   III.  there 
were  some  distinguished  foreigners  employed  as  generals 
in  the  British  service,  partictilarly  Marshal  Schomberg, 
who  held  a  high  cpminaifd  ip  Ireland.     The  aCt  of  settle* 
ment,  hovycvcr,  rendered^  that  practice  illegtil,  and  it  sg^ 
continued,  unli-ss  it  was  to  be  considered  as  legalized  by 
the  general  words  of  the  act  of  the  44tli  of  the  king,  to 
which  he  had  referred,     lie  could  not  but  consider  tht? 
appointment  of  foreign  generals  on  the  staff  a3,  highly 
oojcctionable,  and  more  peculiarly  so,  that  they  .should 
have  the  command  of  districts/  and  thereby  have-  the 
command  of  our  national  troops.    There  appeait^d  •abo' 
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to  be  a  very  improper  partiality  sliewn  towards  plicae 
forei^  troops  anil  i^cnerais.    Jt  appeared  by  the  reComs^ 
that  the  expend  of  the  foreign  cavalry  was  staled  at  471. 
per  man^  whilst  tliat  of  oiir  own  cavalry  amoiinled  to 
only  HL  per  nian.     lo  the  account   likewise  of   the 
charges  for  recruiting,  there  appeared  a  great  dispropor« 
tion,  the   charge  b«ing    145,0()0/,   for  our  own  (roops, 
amounting  to  174^000  men ;  whilst  for  the  foreign  troops 
the  charge  was  50,000/.  for  only  23,000  men.     With 
respect  to  the  foreign  officers  also,   it  appeared  that  tho 
whole  of  those  who  were  on  the  staff,  were  either  colonels 
or  licutcnant-coIoneU  on  full  pay ;   whilst  half  our  own  - 
officers  on  the  staff  were  colonels  or  Iieu(enant»coloiieIs  on  . 
half  pay ;  and  it  was  known  that,  by  a  regulation,  thoss 
officers  on  half-pay  who  were  appointed  on  the  staff  lost 
their  half  pay,  ivhilst  tjiose  who  were  in  full  pay  retained 
if.     He  had  thought  it  right  to  call  their  lordships*  atten- 
tion  to  this  subject,  conceiving,  as  he  did,  that  the  em- 
ployment of  such  a  number  of  foreign  troops  was  ex« 

'  tremcly  impolitic.  Many  of  them  were  natives  of 
countries  now  under  the  dominion  of  the  enemy,  and 
night  have  to  fight  against  theif  countrymen  in  the  service 
of  the  enemy.  This  was  a  situation  in  which  men  ought 
not  to  be  placed..  It  was  holding  out  a  great  temptaUpQ 
to  t^em,  whilst  on  the  other  hand  thev  could  have  no 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  country  which  they  served, 
and  but  little  even  in  its  political  inaependence.  He  was, 
however,  chiefly  desirous  of  taking  up  the  question  upon 

*  a  constitutional,  ground  ;  and  in  this  point  of  view  be 
could  not  but  consuler  it  as  highly  unconstitutional, 
that  foreign  g^erals  should  be  employed  in  the  country, 
and  still  more  that  (hey  siioukl  be  appointed  to  tlie  0019* 
mand  of  districts  when  thev  had  the  command  of  our  own 
nationaf  troops.  His  lordship  coticluded  by  moving  a 
resolution  declaratory  of  the  impropriety  of  thus  employ 
ing  foreign  genemls.  • 

'  The^arl  of  Liverpool  did  not  think  that  the  noble 
lord  had  laid  any  sufficient  ground  forjiis  motion.  Wi(h 
respect  to  the  facts  relative  to  the  introduction  of  foreign 
troops,  an  act  was  passed  in  the  first  year  of  the  present 
war,  in  consequence  of  the  Hanoverian  troops  coming 
over  to  this  country  (Hanover  having  been  seized  by  the 
enemy)  for  the  purpose  of  legaIi^ing  their  introductioji 
here ;  and  the  reason  of  the  late  period  of  passing  tlm 
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*^M:Twtis,  tbaltbe  ctrcumsiance  or  the^trdopscomib^^^ 
^mad'^^ilrf 'taJifeil  ^1ftce.•  (ft  *ai,  loifrev^r,  dbWV^ffSm 
;;fhd'dcbei^  ard^;(b&riKe  act  (jf  the  4ltfi  of  Ibe  km^^Was 
;j^S8ed  the  y*ar  ifftW  (life  cdWtnencemerit  of  (he  itar/4hd 
nbe  Eart  ot'  Lfyerpool  acknowledged  that  lie  Was  ;nila- 
•takenj— The  prtBci[>le  of  this  act  was  recoj^iase^ -in 
'  litiolher  act  pas^-ed  in  (906^  whert  the  noble  locds^  ofrtiK^te 

-  '>ere  fti  administration,  •  whom    (he  noble  lord   (Kirrg) 
Usually  sQ ^ported.    The  former  act  allowed  the  idtio* 

-  duct  ion  of  foreign  troops  into  the  ooontiy^  (oan  atnooht 
iiot  excepting  ^0,000  meo^  and  the  latter  not|^ceediag 

']6,000  men.     Thus  far,  therefore^  this  constitotionttKi/ 
of  introducing  foreign  troops  was  nnctioned  bj  the  le^is-  - 
lature:  as  (6  th6  appointment  of  foreign  generals  on '  ({le 

'"  staff,  it  was  mf  essential  use  with  reference  to  theserrfce 
iiiXi^  foreign  troops,  and  he  did  not  conceive  there  irflft 
an^  legal  objection  to  their  appointment*     Tbejr  bad ' 
IM^,  however,  the  command  of  aistricts,  as  supposed  bv 

'  Che  noble  lord*  With  respect  to  the  difl^ence  wbieh 
appeared  between  the  expense  per  mail  of  the  Btitbb  aid 
foieign  cavalry,  it  merely  arose  from  a  different  mode  of 
making  up  the  accounts  in  this  part  of  the  kii^om  and 
in  Ireland.  As  to  the  statenient  relative  (o  the  feleigii 
generals  being  allowed  their  full  pay,  there  could  be  too 
iifHf  comparison  upon  thia  point,  bed^nse  the  lejrtlation 
that  officers  enjoy mg  half  pay,  whicb  #as  oonsldeted  in 
the  nature  of  a  pension,  shouli  give  it  np  on  bein^jaii- 
pointed  to  the  staff;  and  that  officers  on  full  pay,  wbloh 
was  considered  as  pay  for  actual  service,  should  rdvm  it 
Ofi  being  placed   on  the  sUiff,  applied   equally  to  the 

'British  and  foreign  genemls.  As  to  the  policy  of  eni- 
ploying  foreign  troops  in  out  s^vfcc,  lie  had  not  coA- 
eeived  until  he  beard  the  noble  lord  give  notice  of  bis 
mution,  that  there  existed  a  doubt  upon  the  subject,  and  ' 
with  the  ep.<*my  with  whom  we  had  to  contend,  and  under 
the  present  circumstances  of.  Europe,  lie  was  convinced 
that  the  employment  of  foreign  trcxips,  to  a  limited  ex* 
tent,  ^us  highly  politic  and  expedient.     He  should  there« 

'fore  oppose,  tho  iHotion«     His  lordship  moved,  tl^t  the 
Other  orders  of  the  <lay  be  now  read. 

Iht  Earl  of  Hos^l^  observed,  with  respect  to  tbe;i^t 

cOf  J8C69  thai  the  introduction  of  it  by  his  noble  friends^ 

4ben.  in  adroinistratioD,  was  rendered  necessary  in  oonse- 

«u^nce  of  the  number  of  Hanoverian  troops  who  rtlumed 

•'»  Vi^i-^Ji,— 1810.  8M 
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hem  the  expedition  to  the  Eli^,  h&^io^  become  greatly 

increased  beyond  thetiiiniber  who  went  uierc,  through  the 

unfortaiiate  result  of  that  expedition.    On  (he  amyal  <tf 

that  expedition  in  Hanorer  a  proclamation  of  his  majeBfT^ 

u  elector  of  Hanover,    was   issned,    calling  upon  the 

Hanoverians  to  join  the  British  standard^  a  great  number 

did  so,  and  the  German  Legion,  which  went  out  about 

6000  strong,  was  increiised  (o  10  or  13,000  men.     In  con- 

aequence  of  the  result  of  that  expedition,  it  became  of 

course  absolutely  neccssiir^  to  pass  an  act,  in  order  that 

these  additional  troops  rai^ht  be  legally  employed  in  the 

British  service.     His  lordship  entered  into  some  details, 

shewing  that  if  had  been  erroneously  supposed  that  the 

expense  of  the  foreign  troops,  particularly  the  German 

Ijcgion  to  which  he  more  particularly  adverted,  wastnore 

per  man  than  (hat  of  (he  British  troops.     With  respect 

to  the  employment  of  the  foreign  generals,  he  did  not 

consider  himsdf  comiK^tent  to  give  an  opinion  upon  the 

construction  of  the  «ct  of  the  44th  of  the  king,  but  he 

could  not  help  thinking  that  the  words  of  the  act  left 

room  for  some  doubt.    The  act  was,  however,  that  no 

foreign  general  had  the  command  of  a  district;  those 

Si^nerals  commanded  their  own  brigades,  and  it  was 
ighly  useful  to  the  service  that  they  should  do  so,  from 
tfieir  acquaintance  with  the  manners  and  language  of  the 
troops;  and  a  foreign  general  might  accidentally  have 
the  commund  of  (he  militia  or  other  troops  in  a  district 
in  which  he  was  stationed.  His  lordshii)  spoke  in  high 
terms  of  the  services  of  (he  tro«»ps  of  the  German  legion 
wherever  they  had  been  employed,  and  also  of  the 
generals,  particitlirly  Barons  Linsingen  and  Alten,  with 
whom  he  had  been  on  service.  As  io  the  number  of 
foreign  troops  actually  stationed  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  it  did  not  excet»d  5,000  men.  He  thought,  how- 
ever, 1  hat  tho  noble  carl  (Li  v^erpool)  had  said  more  than 
he  had  intended  to  sny  in  stattncr  that  the  legislature  had 
.  sancdoned  the  constitutionality  of  the  introduction  of 
foreign  troops* 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  in  explanation  observed,  that 
he  htid  never  intended  to  say  that  the  legislature  had 
sanctioned  the  const  if  utionality  of  introducing  foreign 
troops,  but  merely  that  the  acts  which  had  passed  had 
rendered  it,  not  unconstitutional  in  niiinisters  tp  introduce 
these    troops.      He    certainly    never    meant    to    give 
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.        *  *  ,  »  • 

f^  thie  old  constitutional  principle  j   on  the-  c^intrairjr^ 
he  considered  these  acts  as  e^iceptions  to  the  general  priiir 

Clple.  ^  ^y 

Xord  Grenville  rose  to  say  a  few  words  on  this  subr 
ject;  first,  with  respect  to  what  the  noble  secnetary  of 
state  had  alluded  to  respectinf:  a  l^ill  passed  daring  tli^i 
few  months  he  (Lord  Grenville)   haxi   the  honour  last 
of  serving  bis  majesty.    lie  wished  noble  lords  to  recoV- 
lect,  that  a  bill  on  this  subject  was  passed  at  the  close 
of  the  session  of  1804;  and  he  hoped  th^y  would  take 
example   from   this  instance,   and  every  Qtfaer  of  t^is^ 
kind,  of  the  difficulties  and  dangers  consequent  on  sucb 
a  mode  of  intriiducing  important  bills  into  parliament^ 
oir  they  would  but  ill  discharge  iheir^duty*     He  would 
Tentare  to  Kay,  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  such  aprfic*' 
tice,  that  Uie  employment  ot"  foreign  generals  reinained. 
a  matter  of  legal  doubt,  even  under,  the  provisions  of 
that  bill,  notwithstanding  a  practice  of  six  years  since; 
all  which  doubts  might  have  Ijecn  remedied  by  precisely 
and  properly  framing  that  act.     When  he,  and  those 
with  whom  he  acted,  proptised  the  bill  alhided  to,  in  1806^ 
tbey  gave  no  opinion  on  the  subject,  and,  conseqisehtly^ 
nqae  co^d  be  uiirly.  imputed  to  them.    Th^  formatibn  of 
the  measure  was  in  lh04,  and  the  troops  had  been  sent 
abroad,'  where  most  pr6|jreTiy  mth  troops  should  Be  sent^ 
to  their  own  country,  to  tiie  North  of  Germany.    During 
tlie  first  week  the  noble  lord  was  in  office,  he  was  ui  daily 
fear  that  army  would  never  return ;  but  luckily  it  was 
saved  from  the  Wreck  of  Germany,  ami  from  the  rashness  of 
administration.  He  also  learned  (he  increase  of  their  num*  . 
bprs;     They  had  been  invited  to  join,  in  consequence  of 
advice  (which  would  hafve  been  reluctantly  given  by  hina- 
selO,  not  as  fugitives,  but'fot  the  deliverance  of  their  own 
country,  and  of  Europe^  on  the  faith  of  a  proclamation. 
Their  situation  had  to  a  certain  degree  become  desperate, 
and  they  were  on  their  way  to  the  British  shores.     It  was 
in  that  case  impossibly  to  exercise  any  discretion  on  the 
subject ;  nothing  was  a  more  imperious  duly  than  to  keep 
sacred  our  faith.     Whether  (he  original  qm^stion  were' 
right  or  wrong,   ministers  had  no  option.     The  present 
ministefs  wished  always,   from  a  bad  habit,   to  shove  off 
rcs|:on>ibility  on  the  shoulders  of  otht^rs.     He  couUI  assure  - 
them  that  he  came  down  disposed  not  merely  lo  defend 
the  policy  be  had  adopted,   but  aUo  that  of  1804.    He 
was  not  afraid  to  avow  his  Opinion,  that  the  circumstances 


452  TSB  tARtlAMKKTART  RBOUTIR*  fcoW^ 

of  ihis  cfmntrj  and  of  Europe  repdered  it  adviiable^  to  % 
limited  extent,  to  employ  such  troops  to  fight  in  the  com* 
noQ  canae.  The  impression  wiis  not  against  the  employ* 
ineni  of  the  trophy  buti^gainst  the  nqmber  offbieign  ff^ 
nerab  oomroandmg  districts.  This  was  a  case  that  oi^ght 
not  to  odmit  of  doubts,  yhich,  it  was  ynnecessary  for  him 
to  say,  nighty  under  certain  circumstances,  be  questioned 
in  die  most  disagreeable  manner.  He  was  much  obliged 
to  bis  nMp  friend  (Lord  Rossljn]  for  his  statement  res- 
pecting the  manner  t>f  emploving  the  foreign  officers,  of 
whom,  and  of  the  troops,  ne  haa  no  doiibt  of  the  merits* 
They  (the  officers)  should  be  employed,  as  brigadier  gene* 
iralfl  {  bat  it  was  sJways  An  inconvenience  when  thev  were 
(Employed  in  command^  especially  so^t  home,  (xovern? 
ment  ought)  therefore,  to  take  great  care  that  such  com- 
mand ahould  bci  if  possible,  but  tempomry.  The  king's 
pervanta  were  Ixiond^  in  such  Qi.  case,  toez^ftise  ippre 
thAniisnal  caution. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

tHURSDATi   APfir^'  IS. 

Sir  Chfirl(S|i  Pric^  moved  the  oi^er  of  the  day  for  the  m^ 

End  reading  of  the  bill  fqr  the  removal , of  Smithtield  mar« 

Aldermen  Con^be  ppposed  the  bill,  and  moved  as  an 
amendn^ent,  that  the  bill  be  read  the  second  timt  this 
'day  six  months. 

A  d|sci|ssiQn  of  soipe  lengthensued,  interesting  only  to 
those  locally  or  commerciAlly  concerned  in  the  sttuaition 
of  the  market ;  in  which  Mr.  Rose  so  far  supported  the 
^ill  as  to  wish  it  mitrht  be  allowed  to  go  to  a  committee } 
ins  did  also  Mr*  Wilberforpe. 
'  The  house  at  length  divided,  ^nd  the  bill  was  lost—* 

'      Tliere  being  for  it    -  70  |  Against  it    -  87 

^R,  l|UNT*S  OBPALCATIOIC. 

Mr.  CiJcrqfi  jose:  He  had,  he  said,  given  notice  of 
pro  motions,  tlie  one  respecting  the  very  reprehensible 
conduct  of  the  board  of  ordnance,  in  not  taking  securi- 
ties for  the  ndelity  of  Mr.  Hunt  in  th^  responsible  si- 
tuation he  filled  ;  the  other  for  the  expulsion  of  Mr.. 
Hunt,  as  a  member  of  that  house.  The  latter 
motion  he  should  postpone  for  the  present,  as  cer- 
tain documents  necessary  to^  be'  in  the  hands  of  mem- 
beas   were  not  yef  printed.'     The  former  motion,  be 
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ihouI4  bfriDjj  on  nowy  in  doing  which.,  he  felt  it  quite  an* 
necessary  to  trouble  the  hoojse  at  any  lengthy   tne  facts 
were  in  themselves  so  simple,  and  the  duty  for  the  house 
to  pass  a  strong  censure  on  .the  parties  implicated,  so 
obvious  and  so  urgent.    It  appeared  from  the  general  or- 
ders in  the  reign  of  Chiirle's  11.  that  a  regiila^on  was  im- 
posed upon  the  board  of  ordnance,   by  the  neglect  of 
which,  m  the  case  of  Mr.  Hunt,  that  board  had  been 
gnilt^  of  a  great  and  reprehensible  omission,  whereby  thp 
public  had  sustained  a  loss  of  tO,000/.  and  for  which,^ 
according  to  every  principle^  of  justices,  they  ought  to  be 
responsible.    Under  the  general  order  to  which  he  allud- 
ed, the  board  were  bound  to  oblige  the  treasurer,  beforv 
he  was  allowed  to  proceed  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  to 
find  securities  for  10,000/.  such  as  the  board  should  think 
eligible,  and  a^  the  treasury  should  approve.     But  aU 
though  Mr.  Hunt  hud,  for  the  second  time,  been  appoint- 
ed to  this  office  so  far  back  as  1807,  he  was  never  obliged 
by  the  board  to  enter  info  any  sureties,  and  he  absconded 
from  his  office,  ajid  left  the  country  with  a  deficit *in  his 
accounts,  as  appeared   froni   the  ordnance  returns,   of 
93,296/.    It  appeared  from  the  report  on  the  table,  that  a 
'letter  had  been  written  to  Mr.  Hunt  by  Mr.  Crewe,  secre* 
tary  of  the  board,  and  dated  April  2ij  1807,  sh*ortly  after 
the  appointmerit  of  Mr.  Hunt,  requiring  him  to  enter  into 
the  sureties  prescribed ;   but  from  that  time  forth  it  did 
not  appear,  by'any  document  accompanying  the  report, 
or  by  any  evidence  wliatever,  that  any  further  steps  were 
taken  by  the  board  to  oblige  Mr.  Hunt  to  give  the  nea*s- 
sary  securities.     Now  (his  was  so  palpable  a  breach  of 
duty  on  the  part  of  (he  board  as  it  was  impassible  (o  pass 
by  without  censure,  consisleiitty  with  any  attention  to  the 
responsibility  of  public  officers  dusted  with  the  money  of 
the  country.     If  the  IxKird  h.ul  any  defence  to  offi^r  for  this 
flagrant  omission,  he  shonki  \x^  glad  to  hcTir  it.     He  had 
searched  andjnquireil  for  a  motivi;  in  every  quarter,  but 
could  find   none.     The  board  of  ordiifince  ^cre  amply 
paid  for  their  own  services ;   they  were  amply  aided  l)j 
subordinate  officers;    they  sat  hut  three  days  in  a  week, 
and,    therefore,   could  hiive  no   plea  of  l>eing  so  over* 
whelmed  with  business  as  not  to  have  time  to  attend  to 
their  duty  in  this  case;   in  fact,  they  coutil  have  no  ex« 
cuse.     1  here  was  somethinj?  peculiarly  ^inliili^ent  in  the 
conduct  of  the  board  tothi&ig(*ntU?mau,  Mr.  Hunt,  on  the 
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ground  of  snrity,  for  which  he  (Mr«  Calcra0)  was  totally* 
at  a  loss  to  account.  Upon  Mr.  Hunt's  first  appointment 
to  the  treasurership,  in  I803|  he  was  suffered  to  remaia 
eighteen  months  in  his  office  without  producing  his  sure- 
ties ;  and  after  his  second  appointment,  three  whole  years 
passed  without  obliging  him  to  produce  any.  Having 
stated  these  facts,  he  felt  nothing  more  now  necessary  than 
to  state  to  the  house  the  resolutions  he  had  to  offer.  It 
might  be  said  that  that  regulation  laid  down  in  the  general 
oroer  of  Charles  the  second  was  only  imperative  iipon  the 
master  of  the  ordnance.  But  every  one  knew,  that  for  a 
long  series  of  years  the  official  management  of  the  ord« 
nance  business  devolved  upon.the  board.  At  present,  he 
believed  there  was  no  such  officer  as  the  master-generol 
iSf  the  ordnance;  and  he  did  not  mean  to  impute  the 
slightest  binme  to  Lord  Chatham,  who,  he  believed,  knew 
nothing  whatever  of  the  transaction.  The  honourable 
member  then  read  his  resolutions  as  follow  : — 

1st  Resolved,  **  That  it  appears  io  this  house,  that 
Joseph  Hunt,  Esq.  iperaber  of  this  house,  has  been  twice 
treasurer  of  hh  majesty's  board  of  ordnance.  That  he 
was  nearly  eighteen  months  in  that  office  on  his  first  ap- 
pibintmentin  1803,  before  any  security  was  obtained  ;  and 
that  on  his  second  appointment  in  1807,  it  is  not  recorded 
in  the  ordnance  department,  that  any  security  \^hatever 
was  given  by  him. 
*  S.  ^^  That  it  appears  to  this  house,  there  is  a  balance  of 
93,%6/.  against  the  said  Jo2>epii  Hunt,  £i»q.  aslate  treasurer 
of  the  ordnance. 

S.  *'  That  it  appears  to  this  house,  (he  master-general 
of  his  majesty's  ordnance  is  directed  in  tlieorrgiitnliiistruc- 
tiops  of  kini^  Charles  II.  under  which  he  and  the  board 
now  act,  to  take  from  the  treasurer  upon  his^first  entrance 
on  the  execution  ot  his  place,  security  to  such  an  amount 
as  he  may  judge  necessary,  and  as  siiall  be  approved  of  by 
the  treasury. 

4.  ^*  That  it  appears  to  this  house,  the  security  fakcn  in 
thefirsttreasnrership  of  Joseph  Hunt,  Esq.  nearly  eighteen 
months  after  his  entrance  on  the  execution  of  his  place,  was 
10,000/. 

5.  ^*  That  it  appears  io  this  house  no  security  was  taken 
on  the  second  appointment  or  Joseph  Hunt,  Esq. 

6.  **  That  il  is  the  opinion  of  this  house  the  ma^er- 
general  and  the  board  of  ordnance  have  been  guilty  of  a 
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breach  of  the  inslructions  under  "vrhicih  tfaey  Mt,  and  hf 
^hich  they  ou^ht  to  be  formed^   in   neglecting   to  t^k^ 
security  from  Joseph  Hunt,  a  member  of  this  bouse;  an4 
are  responsible  to  answer  as  to  this  omission  of  duty^  inrhicby 
from  the  state  of  the.  balances  .against  the  said  Joseph  Hui^f 
has  actually  occasioned  a  loss  of  10,000/.  to  the  public/^ 
Mr.  A*  Cooper  intended  no  opposition  to  the  maiapari 
of  the  resolufious ;  but  it  appeared  that  the  board  at  least 
had  not  been  deficient  in  their  dutyv    A  minule  had  beea 
made  to  direct  Mr,  Hunt^s  securities  to  be  called  for,  With 
which  it  turned  out  that  he  had  not  complied ;  but  this 
involved  no  culpability  of  the  l^oard.  He  (Mr.  A»  Cooper,) 
remembered  when  a  similar  charge  had  been  brought  in 
the.  case  of  Sir  J.  Mildmay's  compensation  against  tho 
treasury  Goard;  but  on  its  appearing  that  the  error  was 
the  work  of  inferior  officers,  and  that  his^  honourable  friend 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  had  no  share  of  that 
error,  the  censure  of  the  house  did  not  attach  to  the  pro* 
ceeding,  as  the  general  negligence  of  the  board  of  treasury* 
It  woujd  be  in  the  present  mstance  an  unnecessary  and 
unusual  act  of  their  judgment  to  censure  the  board  of 
ordrmncc,  which  lay  under  similar  circumstances  ;  but  to 
obviate  a  similar  occurrence,  he  should  move  for  leave  im 
bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the  security  to  be  taken  for  the 
discharge  of  public  offices,  and  for  vacating  such  offices, 
'  unless  security  should  be  given   within  a  limited  time. 
The  board  did  not  know  that  a  balance  of  11,()(X)/.  stood 
against  Mr.  Hunt,  after  his  first  resignation  of  office*     He 
•  must  on  the  whole  deprecate  so  severe  a  censure-as  that 
proposed  by  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the  opposite 
,  side. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  was  surprized  that  an  act  tike  that  which 
had  been  just  stated  should  have  occurred,  but  .was  still 
^  more  surprized  at  the  defence,  the  idl(*,  superficial,  and  • 
vague  defence,  which  was  attempted  to  exonerate  the 
board.  The  defence  increased  the  crime ;  (here  was  no 
ignorance  of  the  original  transaction  ;  Mr.  Hunt's  securi- 
ties had  been  noted,  and  a  minute  made ;  but  the  precaution 
which  might  have  saved  a  large  sum  ofmoney  to  the  public 
was  omitted,  with  the  idle  and  insolent  levity  of  men  care* 
less  of  public  opinion  or  public  duty.  He  would  not  say 
that  the  members  of  the  board  of  ordnance  were  all  actu- 
ated by  the  same  spirit ;  biit  it  was  obvipus  that  (here  had 
been  a  great  neglect,  and  how  ijras  it  accounted  fur  ?    The 
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hottfi  had  directed  their  secretary  to  do  the  tmsinesB.     Re 
fMr.  Ponsonlnr)  knew  no(hin|f  of  thd  constitufion  of  the 
board  ;  but  if  the  house  coaid  be  indoced  to  pass  orer 
aoch  a  transaction,  it  was  absard  of  them  to  expect  that 
Ae  oonntry  would  respect  their  purity  or  theirpretensions* 
He  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  would  be  glad  to  see  theChancellqr  of 
the  Exchequer  stand  up  in  his  place,  and  after  being  fiMrced 
to  name  the  transaction  which  was  then  before  them,  teu 
them  by  what  title  the  house  was  to  set  forth  itself  as  ihe 
guardian  of  the  public  purse.     Was  it  possible  that  the 
Ordnance  board  should  be  so  much  employed  as  not  to- 
hare  time  to  enquire  whether  the  secretary  had  done  his 
duty  ?    The  gentlemen*  on  the  opposite  side  seemed  in* 
dined  to  throw  the  blame  on  the  secretary ;  but  was  any 
Dcglieeace  of  his  to  excuse  theirs  ?    lOfiOOl.  was  but  a 
sntalf  sum  compared  with  the  heavy  loss  which  had  been 
austaiited — it  was  small  in  those  expenses  to  which  the 
piescnt  unfortunate  state  of  the  worla  urged  us ;  but  the 
principle  was  most  important ;  and  if  this  act  passed  with* 
oat  censure,  nothing  could  persuade  the  people  of  the 
honesty  or  the  rirtue  of  the  house  of  commons. 

Tke  Chancettor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not  defend  the 
ordnam^  btiard ;  but  the  present  censure  was  unsuited  to 
any  rational  pufpose  of  correction.  He  must  rectify  a  mis* 
eoneeption  whicit  had  occurred  as  to  the  loss  of  the  se* 
eurity.  That  loss  was  actually  but  5000/.  so  ftr  as  the 
negligence  of  the  board  might  have  been  concerned*  There 
were  to  be  two  securities  of  :f500/.  each,  with  Mr.  Hunt's 
own  for  SMX)/.  This  last  would,  of  course,  have  gooe| 
notwilhstandiitg  any  previous  vigilance.  The  letter  or 
,  Mr.  Crewe,  desiring  the  securitv,  was  then  on  the  table— 
this  security  was  not  e^ivcn,  and  so  for  there  was  an  error, 
but  the  board  hod  done  its  duty.  He  knew  that  the  board 
ought  in  strictness — (ihc  word  slridness  was  echoed  from 
the  op|>osite  side) — Gentlemen  might  quarrel  with  the 
wordi  but  though  in  strictness  the  board  should  have  seea 
that  the  duty  was  done,  there  was  no  cedsure  to  be  attached 
to  them  fur  not  foUowing  their  inferior  olBcehi  through  the 
detail  of  their  business :  a  Certain  degree  of  confidence  roust 
be  reposed  in  those  inferior  officers.  Whatever  neglect 
hud  occurred  was  the  neglect  of  Mr.  Crewe ;  yet  it  was  to 
be  hoped  that  the  house,  acknowledging  uie  services  of 
that  highly  meritorious  ufBoer,  would  not  think  a  censura 
on'  his  conduct  the  proper  mode  of  proceediug^     Thus 


1 


pituated»  liis  honourable. fri^4  (Mr.  A.  Cpopcr)  liM. :I)|0^ 
posed  a  resolution  in  addition  to  thos^  before  the  Wiiae^ 
^hichi'admittio^  0e  fact  of  neglicrence)  vent  to  prey^t 
its  recurrence.  The  neglect  was  .untroubled  ly  to  be  changed 
to  the  secretary;  but  his  services  should  stand  betwfi^n 
him  and  any  severe  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  hQi^fe* 
But  he  believed  there  was  no  very  violent  intentipn.agaiM 
Mr.  Crewe  ;  he  could  do  nothing  in  one  way.  or  the  other 
with  party )  and  it  was  only  with  party  that  thegentleraeu 
on  the  opposite  side  were  anxious  to  have  to  do. 

^Mr.  jBarAont. found  that  the  same  practice  was  resorted 
to  on  all  similar  occasions.  The  crinie  i^as  always  td  be 
thrown  off  the  principal  on  the  subordinate.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  just  said  we  should  consider  on 
;whom  the  censure  was  tg  fall ;  but  the  true  mpcle  of  pro- 
iceeding  was  quite  the  reverse ; ,  the^  only  <iuesiion  was, 
whether  censure  was  deserved,  without  at  all  considctring 
vrhere  it  was  to  &U.  As  to  the  right  honpurable  gqptle* 
man's  insinuation  about  sparing  Mr.  Crewie,  becaus»c  his 

3od  or  evil  could  not  a&ct  party,  i(  was  unjust  and  unfair. 

he  right  honourable  gentleman  would  be  ashamed  of  it  on 
a  little  reflection,  and  regret  that  in  a  peevish  moment  be 
threw  out  an  aspersion  which  it  was  impossible  that  be 
should  believe.  He  (Mr.  Barham)  was.  not  food  ojf  using 
strong  words,  but  he  was  persuaded  that  the  right  honour** 
able  gentleman  knew  there  was  no  ground  whQtever  for  so 
idle  an  insinuation.  What  would  the  public  think  if  the 
house  should  itself  determine  to  screen  offences  like  those 
which  were  then  "Calling  for  their  fullest  revision. 

Mr.  Whitbread  wished  to  ask  one  or  two  questions. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  had  talked  of  the  laborious 
duties  and  minutiae  (he  thought  that  was  the  word)  of  the 
inaster-general  of  the  ordnance*s  business.  (Nojfrom  the 
treasury  benches.)  Well  then,  the  niiimtias  of  the  board, 
of  which  he  is  the  head ;  that  board  sat  three  days  in  the 
ivcek,  and  between  three  and  four  hours  each  time.  Ileca 
:vvas;an  oppressive  occupation !  Djd  Mr.  Crewe  m^Ke  no 
letum  of  his  not  having  received  the  securities ;  and  did  the 
Amission  of  that  return,  which  it  was  their  duty  to  have 
pbtained,  jot  have  known  the  cause,  awake  nqne  of  the. 
sensibilities  of  that  illustrious  board,  who  sat,  like  the  gods 
of  Epicurus,  enjoying  their  tranquil  elevation,  without 
allowing  it  to  be  ruffled  by  any  care  of  governing  ?  Did 
they  not  look  over  their  own  minute^,  to  see  if  their  own 

Vol.  II.— J8i0.  3N 
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orders  bad  been  complied  with  or  not  I  But  when  it  was 
determined  to  do  nothing,  the  honest  excuse  was,  that  there 
was  too  much  to  do.     There  bad  now  been  no  master* 

feneral  for  more  than  a  month,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  declared  that  no  injury  had  been  sustained 
by  his  non*appointment«  Here  there  was  a  sinecure  office. 
"Why  not  find  a  duty  for  the  lazy  emolument  of  the  mas- 
ter-general, and  let  him  look  over  the  securities  ?  The 
resolutions  before  the  house  were  fair  and  unexaggerated  ; 
the  mere  statement  of  the  fact.  If  they  should  then  decline 
to  do  their  duty,  it  was  a  farce  to  talk  of  responsibility  ; 
it  would  be  idle  to  sit  there,  a  mock  tribunal,  to  try  alle- 
gations which  it  was  previously  determined  to  find  false^ 
or  to  give  a  judgment  which  was  only  a  ridicule  upon  the 
plainest  principles  of  public  and  deliberative  justice.  Who 
was  the  proposer  of  the  new  act?  A  member  of  that  ver^ 
board  of  ordnance,  vcho  admits  the  whole  charge,  and  yet 
shrinks  from  its  conclusion.  He  (Mr.  Whi(bread)  sub- 
.  mitted  it  to^  he  would  call  it,  the  modesty  of  the  houi$e,  to 
say  whether,  with  tho^e  facts  befurc  them,  they  could  ven- 
ture to  look  the  public  in  the  face,  aftet  acknovyledging  that 
negligence  was  suffered  to  operate  for  three  yt^art^  nrtthp 
public  lost  10,000/.  by  it ;  aUo  acknowledgin^'di  tliey 
did  not  think,  or  were  not  allowed  to  think,  (be  ne^Lf^'oice 
deserving  of  censure. 

Mr.  G.  Johnstons  thought  ^t  v.ould  be  wrong  to  rass 
over  such  a  circumstance  entirely;  yet,  as  np  char^  of 
intentional  guilt  had  been  brought  forward,  theptajxkM 
censure  appeared  to  him  mther  toosevere.  TFie  omission 
might  have  easily  occurred  in  the  miiUipHcify  of  business 
in  a  great  public  office.  He  should  therefore,  propose  asan 
amendment  to  the  resolulion  of  censure,  the  following  one  : 
f^  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  houK*)  the  master*general 
and  board  of  ordnance  were  guilty  of  a  neglect  of  duty,  in 
not  obtaining  security  from  Mr.  Hunt,  the  latp  treasurer 
pf  the  ordnance." 

Mr.  Calcraft  could  not  let  the  motion  pass  away  in  that 
manner.  For  what  were  enormous  salaries  to  be  given, 
and  palaces  to  be  bought,  for  officers  ?  For  wbai  were 
3000/.  2000/.  and  1500/.  a  year  to  he  given,  but  for  doing 
public  duty,  and  guarding  against  negligence  ?  But  why 
expect  all  the  duty  from  the  secretary  ?  Five  merafters 
^it  at  the  board  table  three  times  a  week,  with  frequently 
but  very  little  in  their  portfolios,  while  one  secretary  at<« 


lends,  ami  is  fully  occupied  every  day  from  ten  iei  th^ 
morning  ttll'six  in  theevenini^;  the  board  attending  from 
twelve  10  four,  or  five.  He  would  ask  any  gentleman  in 
babits  of  attending  at  boards^  whether  when  a  letter  was 
sent,  th^  answer  was.  not  looked  for  at  (he  regular  time  ? 
Why  was  not  Mr.  Hunt's  Security  rigorously  rc^qaired, 
when  it  was'  known  that  he  had  left  office  before  with  i\ 
balance  of  11,000/.  agsiinst  him  ?  A  great  sum  was  lost  in 
consequence  i  yet  even  if  nothing  tvere  lost  but  the  security, 
10,000/.  were  too  much  ;  nay  10s,  of  the  public  money 
would  beioo  mucli  to  be  thrown  away.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  amused  himself  with  observations  on  the  partj^ 
feeling  which  might  make  them  spare  Mr.  Crewe,  because 
bis  injury  could  not  affect  party.  But.  was  the  surveyor- 
general  of  the  ordnance  a  person  connected  with  party  ?  la  ^ 
thi9  view. the  boardof  ordnance  was  not  worth  powder  and 
shot ;  it  ^as  not  worth  five  farthings,  whether  the  present 
members  were  in  or  out,  so  far  as  party  purposes  were 
concerned  t  but  tliere  was  a  principle  which  would  dc- 
jcount  for  bis  pressing  the  point.  He  was,  as  a  member 
of  that  house,  bound  to  look  into  the  disposal  of  the 
public  mopey.  Thin  sis  the  house  was  then,  could  it  b& 
supposed  that  he  (Mr.  Calcraft)  felt  himself  so  much 
lowered  in  the  opinion  of  his  friends  as  not  to  be  able  io 
have  collected  a  fuller  attendance,  if  party  purposes  were 
ooncerned  ?  but  his  only  object  was  public  justice.  Was 
there  to  be  censure  or  nut  ?  if  the  minister  had  a  minister's 
power,  be  would  have  displaced  some  of  the  members  of 
that  board ;  but  bound  up  in  trammels,  as  he  was,  he  most 
submit,  and  appear  in  (hat  house  the  humble  apologist  or 
the  boasting  defender  of  conduct  which  heuiust  know  to  be 
inconsibtcMit  .with  every  feeling  of  public  duty.  There 
wcr^  in  (he  board  but  two  active  situations  ;  one  that  of 
the  surveyor,  and  the  other  \\u\i  uhicli  w;is  held  by  the 
hQUonrable  gentleman  (Mr.  A.  Cooper)  before  him  ;  the 
rest  were,  the  mere  sleeping  partners  of  the  concenu 
When  he  (Mrf  Calcraf()  was  at  the  board,  he  always 
clt^manded  security,  and  loliowed  up  the  demand.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman's  (V!r.'  G,  .?ohnstpno's)  resolution 
were  more  acceptable,  he  must  Ije satisfied  with  it,  but  riot 
till  he  bad,ir*u!d  his  own. 

Mr.  A.  tlpoppr  begged  lc*a  e  f o  ciill  (o  the  honourable 
gcijtleman's  xomembrance,  that  Mr.  Itidge,  the  orcjnance 
agcnl,  had  been  buftcrcd  to  remain  in  his  olficc  far  a  year 
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wHhont  security,  thon^h  lan^  sums  of  inMcy^  al  least 
1CO,QOO/.  a  year  frere-  passing  through  his  hands. 

Jtfr.  Cakrqfi  professed  his  total  ignorance  of  the  trass- 
action:  he  only  wislicd  to  have  his  public  conduct 
'  thoroughly  sifted,  in  every  situation  in  which  he  was 
placed ;  and  if  he  had  not  done  his  duty  in  the  fullest, 
most  complete,  and  most  sufficient  manner,  he  was  ready 
to  submit  to  all  the  censure  which  could  be  laid  upon 
liim.  He  bad  notdea  of  affixing  indiridtial  or  peculiar 
Uame  to  tha  master-general. 

The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  thought  that  it  was  no 
wonder,  when  the  hon.  member  (Mr.  Calcraft)  so  trium- 
phantly boasted  of  his  perfection,  that  the  honourable 
member  near  him  (Mr.  A.  Cooper)  should  have  produced 
a  slumbering  fiict,  to  make  him  recollect  that  it  was  at 
loayt  human  to  err.  It  was  rather  evident,  that  in  the 
aeal  of  bis  reform  the  honourable  gentleman  (Ifr.  Calcraft) 
was  himself  not  in&Uible.  The  act  now  proposed  waa 
'  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  injury  which  had  occurred, 
ana  by  operating  as  a  check  on  the  person  who  recetvod 
the  office,  it  would  do  more  to  efiect  its  purpose  than  any 
stimulus  applied  to  the  board. 

Mr.  PonsotAjf  did  not  know  what  efiect  the  fact  just 
stated  might  have  had  on  the  house,  but  it  had  none  on 
bim.  Allowing  that  there  had  been  a  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Calcraft)  ;iear  him,  it 
could  not  excuse  the  negligence  of  others.  Recrimina- 
tion was  not  justification ;  this  agent,  Ridge,  was  ap« 
pointed  by  the  master-general,  and  no  minutes  of  his  ap- 
pointment, or  his  security,  were  laid  on  the  board  table. 
(Hearl)  Millioiis,  or  at  least  many  100,000  pounds  in 
the  year  passed  through  Mr.  Hum's  hands,  while  Mr. 
Ridge  was  intrusted  with  a  far  inferior  charge  of  the  public 
money. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  several  resolutions. 
The  tirst  live  were  adopted. 

In  place  of  the  sixth,  the  following  resolution  was 
moved  ond  ngrecd  to  : 

^^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  bouse,  themaste^-gcneral 
and  board  of  ordnance  have  been  guilty  of  an  omission 
of  duty,  in  neglecting  to  take  security  from  Joseph  Hunt, 
Esquirr,  member  of  this  house,  and  late  treasurer  of  the 
ordnance,  in  conformity  to  the  instructions  tindey  which 
they  aci." 
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Mt.  Cdcraft  thanked  his  honourable  friend  (Mtr.'  Aw 
Cooper)  for  adverting  to  a  circumstatice  which  allowed  of 
being  cleared  with  the  utmoBt  facility,  (of  this  he  was 
convinced,)  as  soon  as  anj  thing  likea  circumstantial  filet 
OH  the  subject  could  be  brought  forward.  He  should  call 
htm  his  thrice  honoured  friend  for  such  a  seryice*  The 
house  had  now  established  the  fact  of  negligence,  and  it 
remained  to  be  sern  whether  thejr  wotild  say  that  negli* 
gence  did  not  deserve  censure. 

Mr.  G.  Johnsfone  thought  that  censure  coutd  be  of  no^ 
use  In  the  present  case :  it  was  better  to  provide  against 
future  offences  than  io  resolve  upon  a  vindictive  punbh*' 
ment  for  what  was  past. 

^  Mr*  Wftitbread  exf.ecied  that  the  honourable  gentle* 
man*s  (Mr.  A.  Cooper's)  galiantry  would  have  prompted 
him  to  push  forward  on  this  occasion.  He  had  borne 
the  torture  till  he  could. bear  it  no  longer  ;  he  kept  his 
little  secret  charge  in  store ;  like  a  man  at  an  election^  he 
brought  out  his  bad  votes  when  he  found  it  going  against 
him.    The  board  of  ordnance  were  found  guilty  of  ne« 

fleet,  yet  they  were  not  to  be  censnred  ;  tl^y  could  not 
nd  time  for  the  simplest  act  of  public  dnty ;  they  were 
too  much  occupied  to  do  any  tiling.  Punishment  was 
deprecated,  but  there  was  no  security  against  public 
crime  but  public  shame.  He  could  not  bnng  himself  to 
think  that  members  were  serious  in  saying  there  was  no 
toom  for  censure  on  (his  singular  occasion. 

After  a  few -words  from  the  Chancellor  of  tlic  Excite* 
qucr,  anil  Mr.  H.  Thornton,  a  division  took  place. 
For  the  previous  question  ^4,  Against  it  lb. 

Mit.  batkitrst's  instbuctions. 

Mr*  JVhUbread  said,  that  as  a  discussion  was  to  come 
on  after  the  rcccks,  on  the  stale  of  the  nation  with  respect 
to  foreign  powers,  and  as  there  was  now  left  but  one 
power  on  the  Cuntintfut  with  whom  wc  had  any  comniu* 
nidation,  there  were  some  papers  which  he  (huugbt  might 
be  necessary  to  elucidate  that  discussion;  and  as  they 
were,  in  bis  opinion,  of  such  a  nature  that  no  objection 
could  be  made  to  their  production,  he  did  not  ihin^  it 
necessary  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  house  further  than, 
without  any  preface  to  move— 

"  That  an  hiimble  address  be  nresenfed  to  his  majeslv, 
praying  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  order  tliat 
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there  be  laid  before  Ibe  house  copies  of  all  instructions 
giyen  to  Mr.  Balhurst  and  Mr.  Stewart,  or  any  other 
person  appointed  to  communicate  with  the  couYt  of 
Viennaj  toucJhiog  the  late  ho6tiiiiie$  between  Austriftyand 
France."  >. 

The  motion  liavinc^  been  read  from  the  chair,  *  -  - 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he  was  sorrj 
to  differ  from  the  honourable  gentleman  on-  the^subject. 
lie  could  by  no  means  a^ree  to  any  such  motion  ;  and  it 
bad  always  been  the  rule  of  t^e  bouse  to  abstain  from 
callinj^  for  instructions  given  to  oiir  own  nlinisters  At 
foreign  courts,  as  it  would  be  openings  door  to  the  dis* 
cor.ery  of  secret  intelligence,  which  could  not  fail  to  bring 
inavy  persons  at  these  courts  into  considerable  danger, 
and  would  in  its  future  consequences  be  highly  detrimen- 
tal to  the  public  service.  lie  hoped,  therefore,  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  not  persist  in  his  molion ;  if  he 
did,  be  must  certainly  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Canning  coincided  in  opinion  with  his  right  ho« 
oourable  friend,  and  averred,  that  instructions  to  our  mU 
nisters  at  foreign  courts  could  not  be  divulged  without 
making  a  discovery  of  transactions  affecting  persons  at 
such  ^reign  courts  in  the  most  serious  and  dangerous 
manner.     At  the  same  timO,  he  could  satify  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  that  any  thing  contained  in  such  instruc- 
tions could  by  no  means  avail  him  in  throwing  the  smallest 
light  on  the  s^ubject  he  had  alluded  to,  viz.— the  com- 
mencement of   hostilities  between  Austria,  and  France. 
Mr.  Balhurst  did  not  arrive  at  Trieste  till  the  beginning 
of  March,  and  i(  was  the  sixth  of  Apr^l  before  he  reached 
Vienna;  &o  that  hostilities  had actjiially commenced  before 
his  arrival.    As  \o  Mr.  Stewart,  be  never  had  any  instruc- 
tions whatever.     He  went  \o  Vienna  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  at  hnnd  in  case  any  thing  should  happen 
that  it  miisht  be  advantageous  to  communicate  ;  but  not 
in  any  respect  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  accredited  nprent 
from  this  country.     He  hoped,  therefore,  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  agree  to  withdraw  his  molion. 

AIr»  Brouo-ham  said,  that  if  his  honouraNe  friend 
would  withdraw  bis  motion,  which  he  would  a^rree  to  if 
the  house  consented  to  it,  he  would  on  Tuesdciy  nest 
inove  lor  pa*,  ers  that  perhaps  mijsrht  answer  the  same  pur* 
]K>sr,  witliout  being  liable  to  tiie  same  oi)jeCtkiji$,  viz. 
^'  for  such  correspomVncc  between  ministers  and  Mr. 
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Bathurst,  as  can  belaid  before  the  house  without  detri- 
ment to  the  public  service." 

Mr*  TFhitbread  said  the  play  was  now  over— Austria 
was  ^nk,  and  what  power  was  there  now  on  the  Conti- 
nent but  France  ?  He  could  sec  no  di^ngur  to  any  one  by 
the  production  of  the  papers  moved  for.  Mijiisters  had 
avowed  that  they  were  not  accessary  io  tlic  war  between 
Austria  and  France ;  and  he  thought  those  pa{)er&  niight 
lerve  to  shew  whether  the  fact  were  so  or  not.  However, 
as  they  were  objected  iOy  on  the  ground' of  being  detri- 
mental to  the  public  service,  and  his  honourable  friend 
thought  his  motion  would  answer  the  same  purpose,  he 
bad  no  objection  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

The  motion  was  accordingly  withdrawn. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  or  COMMONS, 

FftlDAY,    APUIL  ly. 

Sir  S.  Romilly  gave  notice*  that  on  Monday  he  should 
move  for  the  liberation  of  Mr.'  G.  Jones. 

Mr.  Grattan  gave  notice,  that  be  should  soon  bring  for* 

ward  the  Catholic  question,  on  two  great  grounds ;  their 

claim  to  general  privileges,  and  their  giving  becurity  that 

.  their  bishops  should  not  be  appointed  by  a  foreign  pciwer. 

ORDNANCE  SKCUttltlKS. 

Mr,  Calcraft  rose  to  move  for  certain  papers  in  evidence 
of  the  charge  brought  by  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
A.  Cooper)  on  the  oppobile  side,  that  he  had  been  nog\U 
gent  in  requiring  seciirity  from    Mr.  Ridge,  an  agent  to 

.  the  artillery  cor jTs.  As  he  CiMr.  Calcraft)  couhl  not  call 
to  his  memory  every  line  of  the  ordnance  ins<iut'.tioii>, 
and,  although  he  had  (lie  book,  lay  hib  finger  on  the  part 
which  inmmediutely  applied  (o  hims(<lf,  lie  biiotild  move 
for  that  part  of  the  insiructionb.     He   uislied   (o  know 

.from  the  Chancellor  of  ihc  Kxciiequcr,  Mlielher,  on  fur- 
ther inquiry,  it  wiis  found  tiiat  Mr.  R.d^^c^b  securily  was 
not  obtained  ;  and  also,  whellier  those  securities  had  been 
renewed  when  anew  board  of  ordnance  was  appoinleil  ; 
Ufi  the  securities  passi^d  to  the  l)oard  ^vhcn  Lord  Moira 
presided  there,  would  nut  be  suflicieiit  when  his  phice  ^^as 
tilled  by  Lord  Chatliam.  Pe  should  now.  in  dtlcnce  of 
himself  and  his  colleagues,  two  of  whom  were  stili  at  the 
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loard,  and  of  coone  thtren  lit  his  bUme,  tboagh  this 
was  not  anj  part  of  his  defence^  reqaire  that  the  in$troe« 
lions  to  the  clerk  of  the  ordnance  te  prodaced.     But  he 
nnst  observe  that  there  was  a  stronff  difference  between 
the  cases  of  Hunt  and  Ridge ;  Ridge  was  an  agent  ap- 
pointed bj  Lord  Moira,  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  of 
artillerj  ;  and  it  was  optional  with  a  colonel  whether  or 
not  he  woold  require  secority  from  the  agenfs  of  his  corps. 
Mr.  A*  Cooper  said,  that  th^re  was  no  mention  of 
agents  to  the  artillery  in  King  Charles's  instructions,  be* 
cause,  in  bis  time,  there  was  no  regiment  of  artillerj ; 
but  the  instructions  contained  a  general  order  for  takinjg 
•ecurities  from  all  officen  intrusted  with  money.    There 
had  been  a  minute  made  respecting  Ridge ;   and  it  now 
liad  appeared,  I  hat  the  bona  had  been  perfected  so  &r  as 
tehted  to  one  of  the  sureties.    It  was  a  mistalte  to  think 
the  securities  changed  by  the  chaneeof  the  board,  as  Ihey 
were  taken  in  the  king's  name*    fiut  as  the  honourable 

Entleraan  (Mr.  Calcrafi)  defied  inauiry,  he  might  pro- 
bly  recollect  something  of  Mr.Hopkinson,  an  emcer 
through  whose  hands  103,000/.  passed  in  the  year,  and 
who  bad  giren  no  security. 

Mr.  Calcrafi  obsenred,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  A.  Cooper)  shrunk  from  Ridge's  case,  and  nonr 
thought  to  shelter  himself  under  a  new  discovery ;  but 
how  were  they  to  sustain  their  charge  of  negligence  re- 
specting Ridge,  m' hen  they,  on  coming  into  office,  had  suf- 
fered that  person  to  remain  two  years  without  giving  any 
security,  until  the  34ih  of  February,  when  Hunt  began  to 
be  talked  of?  But  the  matter  must  not  be  laid  to  rest  so 
quietly.  He  (Mr.  Calcraft)  would  beg  to  have  Ridge 
called  to  their  bar,  to  answer  to  the  truth.  As  to  Hopkin- 
son,  he  knew  nothing  of  any  matter  in  which  security 
might  have  been  required  of  tliat  officer ;  but  even  hero, 
he  only  alsked  a  day,  and  he  should  be  able  to  shew. that 
both  cnarges  were  equally  futile.  It  was  surprizing  Uiat 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should  suffer  such  a  tni- 
seiable  trick  to  be  plajcd  off  by  way  of  justification  for 
himself  and  his  friends. 

Mr.  Long  admiltod,  t6at  if  those  charges  were  made 
by  way  of  defeifce,  there  could  not  Ixf  a  poorer  artifice ; 
hot  delence  was  not  their  object.  His  ri^ht  honourable 
friend  (the  Ghanccll(»r  of  the  IDxcliequerjTmd  fairly  said, 
(hat,  in  strictness,  the  board  were  wrong ;  but  the  honour- 
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able  genllenmn  on  the  opposite  side  ilad  said/  **  Take 
pattern  by  me :  do  as  I  have  done  5  I  was  the  upright, 
indefatig^flble,  incorruptible  deit  of  the  ordnance;  and 
against  the  ^low  of  his  triumph  a  little  citcnmstance  had 
offered  itself,  that  had  been  able   to  chill  his  sang4]ine 
tcraperarfient.     Flesh  and  blood  could  not  stand  all  this 
ostentation  of  vijtue  ;^  and  the  fact  of  Ridge*s  securities 
had  been  brought  forvvard  merely  to  teach  the  honours^ble 
gentleman  to  make  a  little  alio^vance  for  poor  human 
nature,  by  shewing  that  be  could  make  a  slip  like  others ; 
the  slip  might  be  mere  inadvertence,  but  still  it  was 
enough  to  draw  him  down  from  his  airy  elevation. 

Sir  J,  Newport  was  of  opinion,  that  the  government 
could  not  be  exculpated  by  criminating  others.  If  they 
were  in  possession  of  charges  against  any  pian  who  had 
been  in  office,  it  was  ad  actual  crime' not  to  bring  those 
charges  before  the  house,  without  favour  or  friendship} 
but  recrimination  was  the  favourite  refuge— the  wretcjied 
resource  of  the  opposite  side,  and  roost  particularly  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  assured  the  honourable 
gentleman  (Sir  J /Newport)  ami  his  friends,  that  nothing 
was  less  in  his   thoughts  than  to  build  his  own  credit 
on  their  wtint   of  it ;    or  to   think  that  he  rose  high 
in    the  public  opinion,    because    he   rose  higher  than 
fhem.     It  was  evident  that  the  late  clerk  of  the  ordnance, 
(Mr.  Calcraft)  knew  that  his  duty  required  security  from 
the  ordnance  officers ;  he  Viad  gone  a  piece  of  the  way  in 
Ridge's  bond,  and  if  he  then  left  the  rest  to  its  fate,  was 
not  this  a  clear  proof  of  neglif^enc^e  on  his  own  confession  ? 
The  securities  were  all  taken  in  the  king's  name ;  and. here 
was   another  evidence  of  the  all-knowing,  all-inquiring 
clerk'of  the  ordnance,  having  been  ignorant  of  one  of  the 
simplest  facts  of  his  business.     As  to  security  not  having 
been  askec)  from  Rit^ge  by  the  present  board  till  lately, 
they  found  him  in  office,  and  niitn rally  concluded  that  all 
the  proper  steps   had  I^en  takrn  by  their  predecessors. 
The  habit  of  recrimination  had  been  fastened  up^on  him, 
but  it  must  have  had  soinrtliing  to  feed  on  ;  unci  it  was  a 
curious  acknowledgment  in  the  Opposite  side,  that  in  thir- 
teen   months -they  had  commitfed   blunders  nnd   errors 
enou^rh  to  fupniNli  an  apology  foVall  and  every  error  that 
could  be /Committed  after  ihcm.     It  was  curious  that  they 
cuuld  hi](Ve  contrived,  before  the  enjoyment  of  power  had 
relaxed  ttny  of  their  virtues,  to  concentrate  in  a  lew  months 
YoL.ll.— 1810.  SO 
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all  the  tpirit  of  rrror  which  had  been  scattered  throagli 
the  acU  of  ministers  for  SO  or  40  yean,  and  leave  a*aUm 
of  consolation  for  the  greatest  ertors  that  coald  be  caea« 
mitted  after  them.  It  was  absqiutely  aecessaiy,  and  it 
would  be  almost  an  act  of  compassieo,  to  teach  those 
gentlemen,  that  tliey  were  morta),  and  npt  eiiempt  from 
the  failures  of  mere  mortals  of  eveir  the  bamblest  order. 
He  would  haye  no  objection  to  the  production  of  the 
papers  which  were  called  f^r.  The  honourable  £;entle« 
man  (Mr. .Calcraft)  might  have  thcQi  when  he  jmased* 
Ridge's  case  came  as  a  perfectly  new  thing  upon  him ; 
he  had  no  more  idea  of  it,  than  he  would  have  had  of 
meeting  the  Emperor  of  Morocco. 

Mr.  Pomonby  admired  the  exquisite  sarcasms  and  in- 
genious remarks  of  the  right  honourable  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer ;  his  merits  were  so  transoendant,  that 
they  required  no  foil  to  set  them  off.  As  he  rose  in  office^ 
he  rose  in  reputation  ;  and  tlie  people  within  and  without 
that  house  thought  him  greater,  more  magnanimous,  and 
more  worthy  of  command;  the  more  their  misfortuhea 
thickened  round  them,  the  more  they  sunk  in  the  scale  of 
nations,,  the  more  their  strength  was  impoverbhed  and 
their  name  wasted  away.  But  bis  good«natuie  was  equal 
to  bb  talents  :  be  knew  of  crimes  and  neglects,  yet  kept 
them  back  with  a  most  affecting  spirit  of  conapassion* 
What  was  Ridge  coifi|>ared  to  Hunt-^Hunt,  through 
whose  tiands  millions  passed  i  C<  No  ;  160,000/.  ayeoTj 
0Ufnost"  was  said  across  the  table.)  What  then  must 
be  the  singular  negligence  that  could  suffer  Hunt  to  de- 
fraud the  country  of  all  (he  money  that  passed  through 
his  hjnids  for  an  entire  j^ear  ?  (Ilear^  hearl)  There  was 
no  equality  in  the  negligence  of  the  two  cases.  Ridge'f^ 
was  new  to  hitn,  hut  let  that  and  all  other  such  cases  be 
brought  before  {\w  house  ;  let  the  people  know  how  their 
money  was  disposcid  of.  Mr.  Ponsonby  concluded  a  speech 
of  great  point  and  vigour,  b}' declaring,  that  neither  he 
nor  his  friends  would  coiidesceitd  to  receive  from  the  Chan* 
cellor  o^  the  Exchequer  cither  coraniejulation  or  com* 
passion. 

Mr.  Cafcruft  Mas  confident  th«it  every  charge  which 
had  been  alluded  to,  would  be  found  light  as  air.  The 
Chanccllot  of  the  Exclicqiicr  si  rove,  to  (ind  parallels  in 
the  conduct  of  the  last  administration  for  the  follies  of 
his  own  \  but  here  he  would  fail.    The  right  honourable 
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^ntfeman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  had  at 
lenff^th  adopted  the  true  tone  of  govereignty ;  he  was  to 
order  sach  papers  as  he  pleased  ;  he  was  to  act  without 
a^kin^'ihe  leave  of  the  house  ;  he  was  to  $triit,  the  pe(ty 
dictator  of  the  assembly.  ^^  But,*'  said  Mr.  Calcraft, 
**  though  he  acts  as  if  he  had  tlie  house  of  commons  in 
his  pocket,  though  he  may  order  or  refuse  the  papers, 
the  conduct  of  the  represenlative  stilt  goes  forth  to  tha 
public,  and  my  character  will  be  cleared  before  my  con^ 
stituents."    . 

Mr.  R.  Ward  called  the  honourable  member  to  order; 
it  was  not  allowable  to  say  that  any  ma  n  had  the.  hduse  of 
commons  in  his  pocket* 

Mr.  Calcraft  did  not  know  that  it  was  disorderly  to  use 
those  words ;  but  he  was  sure  ihat  it  was  not  unconstitur 
tional.  He  then  proceeded  to  move  for  papers  relative 
to  Mr.  Ridge's  security. 

Mr.  A.  Cooper  also  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of 
the  ordnance  board,  calling  on  Mr.  Hopkinson,  the  agent 
for  the  horse  artillery,  to  give  in  his  security,  and  also  a 
copy  of  the  security. 

SIR  PBANCIS  BUROSTT. 

The  Speaker  acc[uainted  the  house  that  he  bad  received^ 
a  letter  signed  Francis  Burdett,  on  which  he  wished  to 
know  the  pleasure  of  the  house.  On  a  cry  of  read!  read  I 
he  read  as  follows : 

^*  To  the  right  honourable  Charles  Abbot,  Speaker  of 
the  house  of  commons. 

**  Sir — You  having  on  or  about  the  ninlh  of  April,  inst. 
as  Speaker  of  the  house  of  commons,  forcibly  broke  and 
entered  the  dwelling-house  of  roe,  tlie  undersigned  Francis 
Burdett,  situate  in  Piccefdilly,  in  the  pariah  of  St.  James, 
Westminster,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex ;  and  having^ 
also,  on  the  said  ninth  day  of  April,  caused  nic  to  be  ap- 
prehended, an4  unlawfully  committed  to  a  certain  prison 
called  his  majesty's  Tower  of  London,  and  to  be  there 
imprisoned,  and  as  yet  kept  and  delainod  in  prison  there, 
wilhout  any  reasonable  or  probable  outsc  ^i^hutcver.  I  do 
therefore,  according  to  the  form  of  (he  statute  in  suoii 
pa$e  made  and  provided,  hereby  give  you  notice,  that  I 
shall,  at  or  soon  after  the  expiration  of  one  calendar 
month,  from  the  time  of  your  being  served  witli  this  no« 
lice,  cause  a  bill  to  be  filed  against  you  in  his  majesty's 
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court  of  KiDg*iB  Bench  at  Wegtminst^,  and  a  writ  of 


eammons  to  be  thereupon  sued  out  of  kh  mqjesty's  said 
pourt  of  King's  Bencfa  at  Westaiinstisr  against  you, -at 
my  suit,  for  these  said  trespass  and  false  imprisoiUBent) 
and  shall  proceed  against  you  thereupon  according  iQ 
law.    I  am,  &c.  *^  Francis  BurobttJ* 

Dated  the  12th  day  of  April  1810. 

The  Speaker  said  it  was  the  option  of  the  house  whether 
the  letter  should  be  entered  on  the  journalf. 

The  letter  was  then  ordered  to  be  inserted  on  the 
journals. 

Mr.  A.  Cooper  moved  for  leave  4o  bring  in  a  bill  regu- 
lating the  security  to  be  required  from  public  officers. 

Mr.  Horner  objected  to.  the  bill,  as  only  increasing  the 
number  of  statutes,  ivithout  providing  any  sufficient  re? 
medy  against  peculation. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  defcfidedtbe  principle 
of  the  bill. 

A  conversation  then  ensued  between  Mr.  Ward,  Mr, 
Cooper,  Sir  J.  Newport,  and  Mr.  Parnell,  who  declared 
bis  intention  of  moving  an  address  tp  the  iLing  to  displace 
>  the  board  of  ordnance. 

TYTU£S   IH    IRELAND. 

Mr*  Parnell  sHiil,  that  in  rising  to  make  the  motion  h« 
flioulil  Ikivc  the  honour  to  propose  to  the  house,  he  thought 
he  had  a  claim  on  their  attention,  as  the  proposition  he  had 
to  submit  to  their  consideration  was  in  behalf  of  a  large 
body  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  who  had  lately  been  much 
disappoinled  by  the  new  obstacle  arising  to  their  favourite 
measure  of  catholic  emancipation  ;  and  he  hoped  the  house 
would  in  some  degree  soothe  their  wounded  feelings,  by 
taking  into  their  serious  consideration  the  niany  cruel 
hardships  they  suffered  in  co/isequenceofthe  present  sttte 
of  tythes,  and  the  mode  in  which  they  wer^  collectefl.  He 
further  flattered  himself  with  the  hope,  that  if  an  inquiry 
were  agreed  to  be  instituted  on  this  subject,  the  ri^suu 
-^^'ould  be  some  specific  and  effective  measure  towards  a 
commutation  for  tythes.  The  honourable  gentleman 
stated  the  hardships  the  catholics  endured  by  being  com- 
pelled to  pay  tUisneavy  impost  to  the  prole^tant  clergy, 
in  addition  to  having  (o  maintain  those  of  their  own  per* 
Miaiiion.  He  believed  the  proportion  of  catholics  and  dis* 
lenters  to  those  of  the  protestant  established  churchy  wa^ 
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as  nine  to  one,  so  that  tbe  protestant  clergy  received  9»IOths 
for  duty  ^one  to  I'^lOib,  He  knew  it  was  impossible  to  pro- 
vide an  adequate  remedy  for  this  evil ;  but  he  would  wish 
to  do  so  as  far  as  may' be,  and  be  understood  and  believed 
the  protestant  clergy  were  desirous  something  of  this  kind 
should  be  effected.  When  it  was  considered  how  very 
much  tythes  operated  as  a  restriction  on  the  agriculture  of 
Ireland,  it  must  create  great  interest  in  the  house.  In  the 
year  180S,  when  the  ports  of  tlie  Baltic  were  shut  against 
this  country  by  the  enemy's  decrees,  the  deficiency  in  the 
foreign  supplies  was  made  up  from  Ireland  ;  and  last  year 
800,000  quarters  of  grain  were  imported  from  thence.  He 
thought  he  bad  shewn  stron^r  grounds  why  some  relief 
should  be  granted,  without  making  any  alterations  as  'to 
tythes  in  England.  He  might  perhaps  be  taxed  with  pro« 
ceeding  with  temerity ;  but  it  was  not  his  intention  to  pro« 
pose  ^ny  particular  plan  now,  but  only  that  the  house' 
would  inquire  into  the  case,  and  give  such  relief  as  might 
be  in  their  power.  Great  numbersof  those  who  paid  tythes 
in  Ireland  were  so  miserably  poor,  that  they  actually  were 

eiupers,and  if  in  this  Qountry,  would  be  sent  to  the  parish*, 
e  Knew  he  might  be  charged  with  an  attempt  to  invade 
the  rights  of  the  protest:int  clergy,  but  he  nad  no  siich 
design;  he  mrant  to  give  them  a  compensation  equal  to 
their  tythes.    His  plan  was  to  have  a  reUirn  made  of  theac- 
tuni  net  produce  of  ail  the  livings  in  Ireland,  and  according 
to  the  sum  annually  received  by  each  protestant  clergyman, 
the  same  sum  should  be  pnid  to  him  by  a  tax  on  the  catho- 
lics and  dissenters  as  a  compensation  ;  and  this,  when  coU 
lectcd,  would  not  appear  to  them  to  be  paying  tythes,  and 
would  be  free  from  all  those  vexatious  modes  wtiich  now 
attend  their  collection,  and  which  are  continually  resisted. 
It  would  be  the  means  of  restoring  peace  among  (he  people, 
and  would  be  a  real  benefit  to  the  clergy,  niuiy  of  wlioni 
did  not  now  receive  a  tenth,  nor  any  thing  like  it.     Tythes, 
he  said,  had  been  the  foundation,  and  had  given  a  spring 
to  all*  the  insurrections  that  had  happened   in  hviancl. 
First  there  was  that  of  (he  white  bovs,  which  lasted  thirty 
years  ;  then  the  united  Irishmen,     'f^lie  insurrection. in  1799 
was  occasioned  by  the  threshers,  and  was  wholly  '**«'«Mirto 
the  collection  of  tythes.     If,  therefore,  tythes  had 
cause  of  repeated  insurrections  of  nearly  GO  yean 
ance,  he  thought  there  must  be  very  good  groun 
house  to  inquire  into  the  subject.      He  begget' 
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tbeveooUection  and  attention  of  (he  house,  (hat  one  of  (he 
iMAsures  promised  at  the  union  was  an  alteration  of  thi« 
sjFSlem.  The  celebrated  speech  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  fMr.  Pitt),  who  was  the  author  of  the  measure, 
ddirared  on  that  occasion  in  this  house,  in  which  there 
was  a  passage  which  held  up  the  tjthes  as  a  practical  evil 
of  great  magnitude,  that  would  be  done  away  bj  the  mra* 
tore  of  the  union,  was  printed  at  the  expense  of  govern- 
ment, and  industriously- circulcited  by  them,  by  hundreds 
and  tbausandf  throughout  every  part  of  Ireland,  in  or* 
der  to  make  it  more  palatable  to  the  great  mass  of  the 
people,  by  a  promise  that  it  should  be  got  rid  of.     H  is  true 

1>urpose,  he  said,  was  to  appoint  a  committee  to  inquire 
nto  the  mode  in  which  tythes  were  collected  in  Ireland  ; 
for  the  purpose,  he  hoped,  ofrelieving  a  great  practical 
eriL  He  hopeci  the  right  honourable  gentleman  opposite 
fo  bim  would  not  shut  his  ears  against  the  just  complaints 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  so  lately  disappbinlcif  in  tlicobject 
of  the  emancipation  of  the  catholics,-  and  thus  further  irri- 
tate (heir  minds  and  feelings  at  the  very  moment  when 
Buonaparte  was  on  the  point  of  possessing  himself  of  the 
whole  peninsula  of  Spain,  the  ports  of  which  were  so  pecu- 
liarly well  sitiyited  for  making  a  descent  on  Ireland,  (he 
nweakest  and  most  vulnerable  part  of  the  united  empire; 
on  which  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  he  kept  a  watchful 
and  a  longing  eye,  ainl  which  he  would  unquestionably 
nse  every  exertion  to  accomplish.  •  The  honounible  gen- 
tleman concluded  a  long  and  able  speech,  of  which  His 
only  in  our  power  to  give  a  sketch,  by  moving — **That  u 
select  committee  be  appointed  toinquire  int<»  the  mannrr 
in  which  tvthes  are  collected  in  Ireland,  and  to  report  the 
same  to  the  house  ;*' 

Which  having  been  road  from  the  chair, 
Mr.  hf\  Po/esaid,  no  man  was  more  desirous  than  he 
was  that  something  truly  efficient  shouhl  be  done  in  the 
case  of  the  collection  ot  tythes  in  Ireland.  He  dtll'ercd 
however  entirely  with  the  honourable  gentleman  as  to  the 
appointment  of  a  commiitee  being  a  measure  calculated 
for  that  pur|)ose.  It  v^ould  only  be  raising  hopes  in  tlie 
people,  which  from  the  house  not  being  able  lo  s<*e  its  way, 
il  wotdd  not  be  in  its  power  to  realize.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  come  for\Vard  with  a  specific  jproposition^ 
le  would  have  directly  met  him  on  it ;  but  he  conceived 
the  statements  of  the  honourable  geulleman  were  not  cor- 
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rect.    'The  fact  Mras,  that  the  mischief  la;  with  the  land« 
lords  of  estates,  farms^  &c.  i«ho.  put  them  to  cant,  aud^dk* 
loosed  of  them  for  the  roost  money  that  could   be  gqL 
— ^a  great  deal  more  than  thej  were  worth,  without  any 
mention  of  their- being  liable  to  the  payment  of  tjtbes^v 
ajid  when  tythes  came  to  be  demanded,  the  tenants  gram« 
bled,  and  landlords  encouraged  them  to  resist.     This  sub* 
ject  had  been  under  the  consideration  of  ministers  for  soma 
time,  and  several  bills  had  been  framed  for  the  purpose,  but* 
it  had  been  found  that  none  of  them  would  answer  the  eAcT 
proposed.  He  was  going  over  id  Ireland,  would  inquire most^ 
minutely  into  every  thing  relating  to  the  subject,  and  .hoped: 
^  hOvshould  be  able  next  session  to  bring  forward  a  specific 

proposition  on  the  subject.  At  present  the  first  obstacle 
«  that   struck  him  Appeared  to  be  insurmountable.      The 

*  clergy  now,  from  resistance  and  other  causes,  did  not  re- 

j  ceive  above  l-20th — in  many  instances  not  l-30th;  how  - 

then  was  he  to  make  an  arrangement  to  benefit  the  people^ 
by  making  them  pay  1-lOth  ?  This  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman agreed  they  should  pay  by  a  tax  imposed  for  the 
purpose  ;  but  not  one-tenth  of  the  tythes,  out  of  the  net  pro* = 
duce  of  the  benefice.  This  was  an  injustice  he  could  never 
consent  to.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  meant  to  abolish 
tythes,  let  him  say  so;. but  the  means  he  would  advise  isi 
the  present  instance  were  impracticable.  He  could  not 
agree  to  go  to  a  committee  without  some  specific  proposi- 
tion being  laid  before  tlie  house  on  Which  it  might  form 
some  judgment  as  to  the  nature  of  the  measure  intended^ 
and  therefore  he  must  resist  the  motion.  He  concludes 
by^  saying,  that  the  appointment  of  a  committee  would 
]>roduce  "  aflame  of  expectation'*  all  over  Jrcland,  which, 
perhaps,  '6onld  not  easily  be  allayed. 

Sir  J.  Newport  would  not  comment  upon  the  right 
honourable gentleman^s  phrase,  ^'  a  flame  of  cxpcctatiou  ;*' 
but  he  would  say,  that  he  thought  some  expectation 
ought  to  be  held  out  to  Ireland,  and  th<il  those  which 
liaH  been  held  out  expressly  at  the  time  of  the  union, 
ought  now  to  be  fulfilled.  He  would  pledge  himself  to  . 
•  prove,  if  there  were  an  inquiry,  ihat  expectations  had 
Seen  then  raised  by  express  promises,  such  as,  amon^ 
individuals,  would  be  held  by  auy  man  of  honour  as 
binding  as  a  bond.  It  was  time  that  those  expectations 
should  be  realized.  All  the  promises  to  individuals  at . 
the  time  of  the  union  had  been  kept,  but  those  only  wei^ 
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broken  wMch  were  made  to  the  people.    As  to  ministav 
talidng  of  bringing  it  forward  next  session^  it  was  the 
same  promise  bv  which  the  feelings  of  that  country  bad 
been  trifled  with  for  many  years.  As  tothe  manner  of  letting 
lands  in  Ireland,  lie  thought  that  it  was  a  subject  which 
'  parliament  could  not  interfere  with  ;  but  if  there  were 
some  evils  which  parliament  could  not  remedy,  that  was 
7IO  reason  that  they  should  not  remedy  what  they  could. 
The  experiment  had  been  tried  in  the  parish  in  Ireland 
where  he  resided,  of  renting  thetythcs  for  the  use  of  the 
parish.     The  rent  was  paid  by  an  acreable  tax,  which 
did  most  materially  alleviate  the  burthens  of  the  poor, 
by  requiring  the  rich  to  pay  their  reasonable  proportion. 
He  saw  no  reason  to  suppose  that  a  similar  system  ex^ 
tended  to  the  whole  country  would,  not  be  highly  advan- 
tageous.    He  condemned  severely  the  system  of  appoint- 
ing proctors  to  collect  the   tythes,  which  was  in   his 
opinion,  the  greatest  cause  of  the  discontents  in  thcsouth 
orlrcland. 

Mr.  L.  Faster  thought  it  would  be  useless  and  dan* 
gerous  to  so  info  the  inquiry,  unless  there  was  a  pro- 
bability of  the  result  of  tEe  inquiry  being  to  produce 
something  practicable  to  satisfy  the  expectation  which 
i^ould  be  excited  by  it.    One-third  of  the  tythes  of 
Ireland  were  in  the  hands  of  lay  appropriators,  and  was  a 
species  of  property  as  much  the  subject  of  marriage 
settlement. as  any  oibcr.     He  conceived  that  the  best  way 
of  relieving  the  poor  from  the  pressure  they  now  felt, 
would  be  to  resture,  under  some  modifications,  the  tythes 
of  agibtment;  and  he  thought  the  greatest  enemies  of 
Ireland  were  the  members  of  that  Irish  house  of  com* 
mons,  who  voted  thoW  to  be  enemies  of  their  country  that 
requind  the  tythes  of  agistment.     'The  consequence  of 
e!|^cmpting  tlie  pasture  land  of  Ireland  from  tythes  was^ 
that  the  clergy  were  obliged  to  look  exclusively  to  what 
was  cullivaled  far  their  subsistence  ;  and  while  the  noble- 
man's  park  paid  no  tythes,  the  cottager's  potafoe  garden 
was  necessarily  taxed  much  higher  than  it  would  other- 
wise be. 

Mr.  Herbert  conceived  that  the  mode  in  which  tyfhes 
were  levied  in  Ireland  was  a  premium  to  idiencfls,  and  a 
tax  upon  industry.  He  thought  the  idea  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  W.  Pole)  about  theprinciple 
of  commutation^  was  unjust  in  the  extreme.    To  say  thai 
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an  aotaal  teiith  of  the  prodaccy  or  one-Rftli  of  the  value 
of  aD  the  lands  dK>uId  be  secured  to  about  1500  p^ttonsf^ 
for  diftchargiiig  duties  that  were  not;  Tery  burdieiisdm^^ 
ivas  a  priuctple  which  could  neither  in  jurtice  or  ia  re^tidtt 
be  maintained. 

Mr.  M.  FUzgerali  99\i\^  that  he  had  been  ftorticuTdrl^ 
directed  by  the  county  he  represented  (Kerry)  to  stippdk't 
this  inquiry*  In  that  county,  tythes,  and  the  abu^^s  fit 
levying  them,  were  almost  the  only  causes  of  di^tidfac<* 
tion  or  tamolt.  For  tlie  last  thirty-live  years  an  etp«(5ta« 
tion  had  been  held  out  every  year,  of  ,a  refonh  Irf  the 
system  of  leVying  ty thes,  and  yet  nothing  had  hitbettd 
oisen  done.  The  inequality  of  the  system  of  tythes  in 
Ireland  was  most  oppressive.  The  rich  grazier  paid 
nothing,  but  the  poor  cottager  was  obliged  to  pay 
heavily.  He  had  heard  from  a  gentleman  in  Norfolk^ 
that  five  shillings  an  acre  on  wh^at  was  considered  a  hi^ti 
eompensatien  for  tytlies  in  that  county.  He  could  as8ln<$ 
the  house,  that  in  Ireland  it  was  sometimes  carried  as  fat 
as  two  guineas  an  acre  on  wheat,  and  thirty-six  shiUing^ 
an  acre  on  potatoes.  He  thought  that  it  was  impossible 
Uiat  an  inquiry  should  not  suggest  some  method  of  im«[ 
proving  the  present  system.  It  was  evidently  most  utijusl 
that  the  rich  man's  park  should  pay  nothing,  and  that  the 
poor  man's  potatoe  garden  should  "pay  thirty<si]C  shillings 
an  acre.  It  would  be  trifling  with  the  leelings  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  to  tell  them  now  the  same  story  that  they 
had  been  told  for  thirty-five  years  past.  It  would  be  rc« 
collected  that  the  tythes  of  Ireland  went  only  to  thd  sup- 
port of  the  clergy  of  the  church  of  England,  which  was 
only  one-tenth  part  of  the  population  of  Ireland ;  and 
that  in  many  parishes,  where  the  oppn'ssion  of  ihe  tythe 
procfors  Was  the  greatest,  the  x^lei^ymcn  never  resided, 
and  no  manner  of  duty  was  done.  It  would  be  quite  un« 
reasonable  for  the  clergy  of  any  country,  and  much  more 
for  the  clergy  of  a  persuasion  that  was  but  a  tenth  of  the 
population  of  the  country,  \o  claim  for  their  own  usean^ 
absolute  tenth  of  the  produce  of  the  country.  It  was 
known,  that  when  tythes  were  first  instituted,  one-fOurth 
of  them  went  to  the  bishop,  another  to  the  repairs  of  the 
church,  another  to  the  poor,  and  it  was  otily  the  re- 
mainder that  went  to  the  parochial  cl^gy.  At  pre^ent 
the  bishop  was  paid  out  of  other  funds,  and  nothing  was 
given  ijrom  t  he  ty  r  hes,  either  to  the  repair  ofthc  parish  church 
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or  to  the  poor.  It  would  ^  tfacf^fbre,  be  monetraux  for  the 
fiermy  to  insist  upon  an  absolute  tenth  of  the  Taliie  of  the. 
)aiia  for  their  own  benefit ;  and  it  would  be  infipUd/ 
pverpaying  them  for  any  serrioes  that  thej  can  be  siipp* 
posed  to  render.  Though  satisfied  as  to  .the  oppnssion 
oftythesin  Ireland,  he  was  yet  rea4y  to  agree,  that  the 
^orch  was  entitled  to  a  full  equivalent  for  the  tythes,  in 
case  of  a  oommutation^  He  wished  the  olergy  to  deriye 
their  income  from  some  other  source  than  the  miseries  of 
thej)eople;  that  tlie  mode  of  providing  for  them. should 
not  make  them  and  their  religion  objects  of  esccration  iu 
the  country.  Under  that  impression,  he  should. vote  fop 
the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend.  But  he  had  another 
motive.  He  believed  bis  majesty's  ministecs  would  beghid 
that  they  bad  the  army  in  Portugal  embarked .  In  the  event 
of  that  conntry  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  the 
aitoatton  of  Ireland  would  be  rendered  more  exposed  to 
i^ttack.  He  Aould  call,  therefore,  upon  his  majesty's 
ministers  not  to  oppose  an  inquiry  which  might  lead  to  the 
removal  of  an  existing  grievance. 

Mr*  fV»  Fitzgerald  was  disposed  to  vote  for  ihe  motion^ 
bat  not  on  the  arguments  of  his  honourable  friend  who 
bad  just  sat  down.  He  was  as  anxious  as  any  honourable' 
member  for  a  fair,  candid,  and  l^itimate  inquiry.  He 
could  never  admit  that  the  clergy,  in  the  event  of  comr 
mutation,  should  not  be  entitled  to  more  than  the  amount 
4>f  the  net  proceeds  of  their  present  income, 

Mr*  GroUan  bad  heard  nothing  either  on  the  present  or 
the  fornier  occasion  to  alter  bis  opinion  on  this  subject— r 
to  make  him  believe  the  tythes  were  not  oppressive,  or 
that  a  remedy  for  the  evil  was  not  praclicablc.  A^  to 
the  question  of  commutation,  he  should  lay  down  some 
preliminary  propositions.  First,  that  there  should  not  be 
any  dioiifiution  of  the  income  of  the  clergy,  because  the 
church,  though  rich,  was  not  too  rich  t  secqndly,  that 
the  present  income  of  the  clergy  should  be  the  basis  of  the 
intended  arrangement ;  aud,  thirdly,  that  the  clergy 
should^  be  secured  against  the  efiect  of  the  depreciation  of 
money,  by  having  their  incomes  regulated  every  teii 
^ears,  according  to  the  pric&of  grain,  so  that  in  fact  their 
^comes  should  keep  pncp  wilh  the  alterations  of  the 
times.  I'hc  provision  to  be  made  might  be  derives!  cither 
from  taxation,  or  county  assessment,  like  the  county 
f%tes;  and  the  removal  of  the  burtheu  of  tythes  would 
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Yender  he  public  better  able  Xo  pay.    The  clergy,  iie  was 

persuaded,  ^ould  be  glad  of  such  2t  comniutafion.    ^y  it 

ihey  would  berdieTfd  from  their  present  insecurity-^^^fronl 

all  the  expense  of  agency — from  tiiat  infamous  corineiidn 

ivitb  that  m6st  infamous  class  of  men,  the  proctors^  public 

harpies,  who  lived  by  public  rapine.    The  clergy  could 

not  but  prefer  such  a  state  of  security  \o  the  miseiabb 

.    ambition  of  havt^^  a  ri^ht  to  the  full  tenth,  if  only  thej 

could  get  an  act  of  parliament  to  gire  them  an  army  \o 

collect  it.    The  clergy,  a]B  a  body,  were  respectable  and 

modemte — not  so  the  proctors,  who  were  only  following 

their  nature  when  grinding  the  poor.    His  objections  to 

ty thes  were,  that  they  were  an  arbitrary  tax,  a  partial  im* 

past  on  agriculture — a  tax,  in  Ireland,  upon  industry^ 

and  oppressive  particularly  to.  the  poor,  who  are  called 

aericulturists  ;  and  as  falling  chieiy  upon  the  catholics^ 

linbo  derive  no  benefit  froiQ  the  clergy  to  whom  they  are 

paid.    The  house  ought,  therefore,  to  vote  for  the  com^ 

mittee.     By  so  doing,    they  would  shew  their  parental 

attention  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  reconcile  them  to 

the  grievance,  it  it  should  be  found  that  no  remedy  could 

be  applied* 

jDr.  Dmgtntm  vindicated  the  right  of  the  cleigy  to 
tvthes,'  and  contended  that  the  high  rents  of  lands,  not 
the  pressure  of  tjthes,  were  the  grievances  of  Ireland. 
All  that  had  beed  said   respecting    commutation    was 
irrelevant,  because  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentle<< 
man  regarded  only  the  collection  of  tythcs.^   The  dimi^^ 
nution  of  the  means  of  the  church  would  render  itim^ 
^possible  to  dissolve  large  unions ;  and  the  real  cause  why 
the  protestant  religion  nad  not  made  more  progress  in  Ire«   • 
lanu,  was  to  be  found  in  the  scantiness  of  (he  provision  for 
(he  church.  The  calculations  and  arguments  of  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  opposite,  were  pt-ecifiely  the  same  as  thoscs 
which  had  been  published  in  a  pamphlet  by  the  traitors 
Emmet  and  IVf  ^Neven,  in  the  year  1797.     He  denied^that 
the  weight  of  tythe4  w;is  borne  by  the  p  )or,  as  he  con* 
tended  thai  (fic  whole  fell  upon  the  laml-proprietor.     On 
all  these  grounds  he  should  yo\^  ai^uinst  the  motion^ 

General  />/.  Mathew  was  sorry  to  (ind  that  the  state-* 
meiit  made  by  the  chief  secretary  for  Ireland,  when  Uie 
honourable  and  learned  gcnflc-'man  was. made  a  privv 
councillor,  was  not  adhered  lo«  It  had  then  been  asserted, 
that  the  loarnod  gentleman  should  not  be  codsulted  on 
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anj  suliuect  bnt  ecclesiastical  ({uesiions^  The  statemenl 
had  been  made  by  (hat  distinguished  officer ,^  Lord  Wei* 
liiif^on ;  and  it  was  generally  understood  that  Uw  learned 

Seiitleman  had  been  miiszled.  To  his  surpriie^  however, 
e  found  this  muzzled  Doctor  (Ordrr,  onfer !)  proposing 
on  a  former  occasion  to  extend  the  ballot  for  the  militia  to 
the  s6oih  of  Ireland.  As  to  the  question^  he  agreed  to 
every  thing  said  by  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  FameU). 
He  had  in'a  former  session  had  a  petition  to  present  agaiiwt 
tythes ;  bnt  on  hearinsr  from  the  Chancdior  of  the  Ex* 
chequer^  that  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to  make  some  ar» 
ningement,  lie  deferred  presenting  it.  He  kept  it,  how* 
ever,  for  the  iiext  session,  knowing  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  under  nhy  circumstances,  was  a  slippery 
person,  upon  whom  no  dependance  was  to  be  placed, 
lie  should 'Vote  for  the  motion. 

Tke  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  never  held  out 
any  confident  hope  that  any  arrangement  could  be  made 
lor  the  final  adjustment  of  this  question  ;  neither  did  he 
understand  his  honourable  friend  to  hold  out  any  sanguine 
exteclation  of  being  able  to  form  such  an  arrangement 
betorethe  next  year.  In  place  of  demanding  confidence 
from  the  honourable  gentleman  opposite,  he  besought 
them  to  have  confidence  in  themselves,  and  to  bring  for** 
ward  some  plan  on  the  subject.  This  would  be  much 
more  denkable  than  to  resort  to  the  farce,  the  mischievous 
farce,  of  propoMngtogo  into  a  committee.  Several  gen- 
tlemen on  both  sides  had  turned  their  best  attention  to  the 
subject  without  having  been  able  to  advise  any  mode  of 
removing  the  cxh»(ing  diflicnltics.  The  right  honourable 
gehiloman  .llicn  proceeded  to  shew  that  the  right  of  the 
clergy  to  the  lythes  could  not  be  questioned ;  and  that 
they  were  enMtJed  ion  full  and  adequate  comi^ensation. 
VV^hen  it  whs  admitted  on  the  other  side  that  the  clergy, 
as  a  body,  were  res|)cctabhs  it  was  imTair  io  add  that  the 
system  WHS  oppressive.  Notliing  could  be  more  mis- 
chievous, wlietheron  the  subjoct  of  pArliantentary  reform, 
ofCatholic  emancipation,  or  ot'commutation  of  tythes,  than. 
to  move  for  a  committee  without  having  any  specific  plan- 
to  propose.  As  the^  had  all  the  information  which  they 
could  nope  to  obtam  in  the  comuiittec,  he  shojuld  vote 
against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Hutchimon  congratulated  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  on  the  estimation  in  which  he  should  be  lidd 
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in  Irelaad  and  ia  this  country ,  wbea  lie  atowed  iktnalf 
the  en^tny  of  tfaese  three  great  measures ;  parliaiaeiitiiijr 
reform,  Catholic  emancipation ,  and  commutation  of\ythti» 
The  honourable  member  then  briefly  stated  the  grounds 
upon  -which  he  should  vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  argued  in  favour  of  the  motion.  The 
interests  of  Ireland  he  could  not  but  consider  asthein« 
terests  of  England,  and  as  such  .he  would  give  them  aU 
the  support  in  his  power. 

Sir  George  Hill  opposed  the  motion.  It  held  out. in 
his  opinion,  a  hope  to  Ireland,  which  under  the  present 
system  of  church  government  could  not  be  realizecL 

The  house  divided  on.  the  original  question. 
Ayes  -      '      •  -  48 

Noes  .  .  .  ,69 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

MONDAY,  APHIL  16.  *      • 

CLERGY. 

The  Earl  of  Harrowby  presenicd  some  additional  re« 
turns  respecting  the  smaller  livingsof  the  clergy. 

I^ord Holland  observed,  that  the^  returns  hitherto  laid 
before  tlic  house  did  not  satisfy  his  mind,  and  thought 
that  some  more  general  view  onght  to  l)c  taken  of  the  sitUf 
ation  of  the  clergy,  in  order  that  pttrliament  might  ^av9 
a  certain  princi|;Tc  to  act  upon.  W  ith  the  utmost  respect 
for  the  church  establishment,  he  should,  nevertheless,  con* 
6'td<'r  it  his  duty,  if  a  large  grant  %>{  money  was  proposed^ 
to  opi  osc  it. 

The  Earl  of  JIarroKhy  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  mbv« 
for  the  returns,  in  order  that  parliament  might  be  enabled 
to  form  a  competent  opinion  of  the  situation  of  the  church 
establishment,  with  reference  to  thesmaiicr  livings.  With 
respect  to  tbe  general  state  oi  the  clergy  his  opinion  uras 
probably  at  variance  with  that  of  the  noble  lord.  If  a 
grant  of  money  was  proposed,  it  would  of  course  originate 
in  the  otiier  house,  and  if  it  i)asscd  that  bouse  he  thought 
their  lordships  would  not  be  disposed  to  object  to  it. 

Lx>rd  Holland  was  aware  that  such  a  grant  must  ori- 
ginate in  the  other  bouse.  He  still  thought,  however, 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  parliament  to  call  for  all  the  in- 
formation  that  could  be  obtained,  and  that  bouse  from  the 
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ekeuRifttanci*  of  fheir  haying  the  advantage  of  the  assist- 
mce  of  the  right  reverend  prelates,  vas  peculiarly  fit 
for  t|ie  dttoussion  of  such  a  subject. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAT,  APBIL  16. 

■ 

PJRITILEOE. 

Mr.  Wallace  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to. a  di«  ^ 
feet  breach  of  Us  p/ivileges,  in  the  way  in  ivbicb  the    ' 
ipeeches  of  sorod  members  were  reported.     He  did  not 
wish  to  object  to  the  practice  of  reporting,  nor  was  it  his 
intention  to  follow  up  what  he  should  now  say  with  any 
motion*    He  only  wished  to  awaken  the  house  to  the  situa*  . 
lion  in  which  this  indulgence  of  admitting  strangers  to 
bear  the  debates  of  that  house,  and  to  communicate  what 
they  heard  to  the  public,  now  stood.     Any  interruption 

^  to  the  practice  of  reporting,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  ill* 
advised.    Nothing  could  be  more  distant  from  h\i  inten* 
tion  than  to  restrain  this  practice.    Some  gentlemen  might 
think  it  more  advantageous,  others  less  so ;  for  bis  own 
part,  he  thouerht  the  advantages  arising  from  the  practice 
were  greater  tlian  its  disadvantages.    Two  things,  how- 
ever, were  absolutely  necessary  to  be  observed  in  carry- 
ing it  on.     First,  a  respectful  decency  towards  the  house ; 
secondly,  all  that  fairness  in  detailing  the  speeches  of  in- 
dividual members,  which,  in  the  circumstances  of  things, 
coxitA  be  attained.      Without  the  first,    the  sufferance 
would  be  dangerous — without  the  second,  the  practice  be 
useless.  He  particularly  meant  to  allude  to  a  sp^fch  of  a 
right  honourable  baronet,  a  short  time  ago,  which  had 
appeared  in  n  morning  I'aper  in  such  a  manner  as  to  throw 
ridicule  on  the  Sf.csikcr,  ix^ing  accompanied  with  anno* 
tat  ions,  and  some  parts  of  it  printed  in  a  difirrent  charac- 
ter from  the  rest,  so  as  evidently  to  betray  the  intention  of 
the  publisher.     He  reprobated  the  idea  of  encouraging 
such  a  practice.     He  bad  also  remarked  that  the  speeches 
ofsomeof  the  most  considerable  members  of  that  hon^e 
were  suppressed,  and  even  iiherc  any  allusion  was  after- 
wards made  to  the  arguments  or  observations'  of  thos^  . 
liieml)erssuch  allusions  were  also  omitted.   In  this  manner 
did  the  proceedings  of  that  bouse  go  before  the  public  in 

.  a  n^utiliitcd  and  partial  form.     If  they  nere  to  be  reported 
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at  all  ibejr  ought  to  be  repoftfad  fairly.  By  siippre8s|<]fi|ir 
of  this  kind  the  roost  destructive  systeih  mi^ht  be  iritro-* 
dluced,  and  the  liberty  givien  by  tb^  hoase  of  reporting  hi] 
proceedings  fairly,  was  set  completely  at  nonght.  n^ 
should  make  no  motion  on  the  subject  at  present,  bnt 
should  feel  it  his  imperious  duty  to  call  on  the  houde  to* 
resort  to  the  measures  which  might  seem  necessary  on  (h^* 
occ^ion,  if  what  he  had  now  said  was  not  taken  ^s  a 
sufficient  warning.  He  should  expect  in  this  eiideavour 
the  support  of  every  gentleman  in  that  house,  partiealarly 
of  those  who  were  mcMt  friendly  to  reportin|; ;  and  he  was 
abo  satisfied  that  he  would  confer  an  obligation  on  the' 
public,  who  would  naturally  wish  to  see  a  fair  acdount  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Jiousc. 

mr*  Tiemof  disclaimed  all  knowledge  of  any  intention 
on  the  part  ot  (he  honourable  centleman  (Mr.  Wallace) ta* 
submit  any  observations  on  the  subject  to  which  be  bad 
now  alluded.  He  had  never  thought  of  doing  any  thing 
in  relation  to  the  subject,  so  far  as  he  himself  was  con^ 
oerned.  -^ 

Mr.  Worilejf  hoped  that  all  combinations  of  the  kind 
alluded  to  would  bb  broken  through,  and  that  some  poper* 
wou]d.set  the.exampleof  tiking  up  the  matter  in  a  fair 

E>intof  view,  by  giving  the  speech  of  every  member 
irlv  and  impartiaHy. 

Tne  Speaker  said,  the  honourable  gentleman  must  bo 
aware  that  this  was  an  irregular  conversation. 

parlia:vientary  rrkorm. 

yCc.  Brand  gave  notice  of  hb  intention  to  brhig  fortrara 
^  motion  for  a  reform  in  parliament  after  the  recess. 

'  CONriNBMENT  OF  MR.  GALE  JONGS. 

Sir  Samuel  Romillt/  rose,  in  consequence  of  his  notice 
of  a  motion  for  the  discharge' of  Mr.  Jo  :es  from  his  con- 
finement for  a  contempt  of  thin  house.  Though  the 
opinions '  which  he  (Sir  Samuel)  had  expressed  on  the 
legality  of  the  warrant  under  which  Mr.  Jones  now  suffered 
were  still  perfectly  unaltered  by  any  thing  which  he  had 
heard,  his  present  motion  was  to  rest  on  the  plain  and 
single  ground  that  the  punishment  had  been  suthcicnt  for 
^  the  offence,  such  as  that  might  have  been.  He  understood 
that  when  a  similar  motion  was  made  on  tlie  12(h  of  laat 
month,  some  persons  objected  to  it,  as  founded  on  rcasoiia 
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.ifludi  ibcgr  p0iid  pot  ad^iovlp^^   It.  i||»V  Sdf cl|^ 

^1^  iJ^t  inotioo  l)iat  th^^  pb^^eriex^ied  ia4m  iiQiiaDii^«^ 

. jriia  ^Ili^al ;  but  be  (Sir  fiaomeb  thongli  fir  fmo  gt^ioi^ 

^Jh^  assent  to  any  thiiur  that  cOald  couptenaqiot ,  the  doo» 

ffjiiie  4ieii  heldf  voula  not  now  lose  a  ringle  vote  by  a)i 

inmeomiary.  iw^rt  to  argaoieata  wshich  had  ezciteiT  the 

;^fippKUiw,of  aoj  .member  of  the  houae.    Yet  in.«  this  he 

'4ii![  /lome  .slight  violence  to  his  own  wishes*    He  had 

ffffjuiea  to  hare  had  an  opportttoity^and  the  pieseut  mi^4t 

five  a  &ir  onr^  of  testattng  some  of  thos6  opinions  wbinh 
e  hftd  fi:>imed  oaly.  after  serioua  thought,  bad  dcliveiei 
W[Mb  wich  and  anxious  sijioeritjr^.aiid.  which  Jie  still  ro* 
t|4wl  OA  $xedly  and  firmly  as  ever.    Those*  opinions. 
falliEjig  into  the  usual  handling  of  all  sentimients  delivered 
^fty.]?9i^  in  onbUc  tapacitiea,  had  been  miicb  roibrepre- 

S^nted  f  and  it  was  a  wish  which  he  could  with  difficulty 
^y  Umself^  to  have  justice  done  io'  them*  But  hia 
,  olmct  ,was  now  of  a  higher  nmk  ^  a  higher  and'  more 
'  aei[^ops.f<^Ui^  than  any  thing  connoctqd  with  the  vindi* 

(patiop  of  one  like  himself  ought  to  infljuence  htm.^  He- 
*^as4o..Sp^  fortbe  liberty  of  aBrilish  subyccC;  and  to 
,ih^p  duly  and  that  object  he  felt  that  all  otlicrs  must  |^ivo* 

-way.  Re  could  discover  but  one  objection  to  the  measuiv 
'ifbich.he  was  about  to  propQae,.and.  that  was,  from  tlie 
'^practice  of.  the  house  in 'requiring  a  petition  io  be  pre-^ 

spited  jtt  their  bar,  acknowledging  the  justness  of  tlie 

fiunisnmcnt,  and  expressing  contnlion .  for  the  oiTence. 
t  mix;ht  be  a  fair  object  of  questroa  wlielher  there  was 
anything  in  the  principle  of  that  bouse,  which. utterly 
irolpbitcda  spontaneoiih  act  of  justice;  or  whether  it  was 
beyond  the  privilege  of  any  nieral>ei' to  suggest  (haft  act  of 
justice.  It  might  be  askeil,  whether  such  a  requisition  as 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  offence,  was  strictly  in  the 
power  of  any  court  dealing  in  justice.  But  the  hou^e 
would  feel  that  their  power  was  to  b^  exercised  with  \ois 
violence  to  human  feelings  than  that  of  an;^  other  guriij* 
diction  ;  and  that  if  they  were  powerful — if  jurisdictiuU 
had  been  intrusted  to  them  by  a  people  loving  their  tibeiw 
ties — if  they  bad  obtained  a  right  to  inflict  j[)unislimcnj^ 
that  infliction  was  to  bethc.rarcj>t  exercise  of  their  slrcnsctW: 
they  were  to  feel  the  solemn  pledge  under  whiclitheji^  stoo((, 
the  great  responsibility  utder  wTiich  they  were  charged  tp 
administer  justice  tempered  with  mercy.     If  this  principrc 
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11r«6  Inte,  if  Was  not  to  be  permittejd,  it  was  iibi  ta  8e 

J'listified,  ttmt  the  IiOQsc  of  commons,  or  anjr  human  fri« 
mnal,  should  extend  ir$  punishment  or  itn  power  to  tlie 
mind.  It  Was  not  given  to  the  streng>th  of  man  16  reach 
the  wind  of  man,  and  it  should  not  be  aimed  at  by  his 
ambUioo  of  rule.  The  thonght^  could  not  be  forced': 
Ifacre  \Vasa  vigour  and  spring  there,  Vihich  at  tirice  defied 
and  eluded  human  dominion.  The'  greatest  lyranny  the 
most  impotent  tyranny,  was  that  which  attempted  to  in* 
flnencc  the  vroi4(ings  uiid  forms  of  the  intellect ;  it  wa^  afil 
attempt  uhicb  justice  never  made,  and  which  was  nevdr 
made  by  power  but  to  its  own  defeat.  There  Wais  oile 
species  of  court,  which  might  be  au  exception— those 
spiri'taal  tribunals  which  were  the  fruits  of  a  dark  age^ 
ami  equally  adverse  to  the  spirit  of  law  and  of  religion. 
Their  justice  might  now  witu  safety  be  called  persecil^ 

•  tion ;    subsisting  before  the  day  of  refor/natioA,    thi^ 
'  were  guilty  of  we  crifne  and  the  folly  of  attempt!^  io 

coerce  the  mind,  demanding  confessions  of  guilt  wuer^ 
the  resistance  of  the  apcused  was  the  firmness  of  yirtii^ 
rThis  attempi  ended  as  aill  undue  exercise  of  authority 
must  eiict ;  those  tribunals,  unable  io  make  converts,  were 
found  to  be  content  with  making  hypocrites,  (jffean 
hearf)  Opinions  must  be  free,  or  therb  could  be  no  such 

•  thing  as  rational  liberty.     Supposing,  for  the  sake  of' the 
■  argument,  that  the  most  groundless  opinion  were  to  bo 

sent  abroad  :  he  would  take  the  instance  of  a  man  assert- 
ing that  the  best  form  of  government  was  a  pure  mo^ 
narchy,.and  that  the  houses  of  lords  an^  commo'hs  werd 
an  Idle  excrescence;   would  any  member  of  the  faousi^ 
.  think  th<'it  nothing  could  atone  for  the  opinion,  but  the 
^If-degradation  of  the  author — that  bitterest  and  most  in- 
tolerable extreme  of  ^mnishment,  in  which  a  man  is  forced 
to  be  the  instrument  of  his  own  shame  ?  that  he  should  bo 
forced  to  do  that  stern  and  cruol  violence  iq  his  settled 
sentiment,  to  break  in  upon  the  opinion  which  he  had 
formed  with  strouit  .sincerity,  and  that  they  should  give 
him  that  laU  and  lowest  pain  which  man  can  feci,  a  dc- 
-gradation  In  his  o.vn  ebtccm  ?     If  this  power  were  in  tlie 
.house,  it  wa^  the  most  enormous  that  was  .ever  confided  to 
man, and  could  not  l>e  admitted  without  the  most  unde- 
niable priiof  of  the  trust,     liut  if  this   practice  of  pefi* 
tioning  had  been  freouent  in  former  timed,  it  should  be 
tttine<n(^ercd  how  liuie  ^ucb  timci  could  be  formed  into 
YoL.  il.— 1810.    .  3Q 


^fQpe(]«9tts  ,for  tim  ^tfMer  9ffi^  BrAtertiraes  hod^ucoeeded; 
jbl  f^re  ^^en^rouii.  spirit  b<ul  bccr^  brau^bt  iiitQ  actioa ;  itic 
T^^^^X  ^'^  Ihei  world  «VA$  luaelioraiea  and  8ofWned*     It 
^yfvi^  fmjjp^tizinfCyQ^}  looking  oT^r.  the.recorcU  of  years  n6t 
, Wy  (Usi^^t,  to  fee  in  wnat  extrapcdinary.  degradations 
/idiat  Iio«$e  ^med  to  iluiik  it^  authorUv  niosi  honQored. 
JF^ot  fifty  yaorii  since,  in  the  pa$e  of  Alexander  Marravy 
J^hf4  person    was   brquirht  on  liis  liinees  .to  receive,  the 
j^peakcr^s  reprimand  ut  the  bar.    In  the  case  of  the  Corn- 
VfnlX  flection^  two  men  of  respectable  rank,  one  of  them  a 
baronet,  were  forced  not  merely  to  receive  the  reprimand 
.  CU1  their  knees,  but  to  acknowtedf^  their  offence  at  the 
lifsisECs,  betbre  tlie.  judges  and  the  couniy.     Mr.  Jones  had 
Ijcen  now  two  months  in  jail.    On  the  ISth.  of  Marcl;, 
*  vhen  )ke  Jiad  bpen  <i)  days  in  prison,  aiid  bis  situation  was 
.jiuentipneU  in  .the  House,  it  had  been  thought  by  many 
.  n)pp)hersi  thatif  a  petition  were  then  prcsentai,  he  slioula 
,J^o,  di^harged.    He.  hud  since  that  time  suffered  five 
.,^'ii(*H^'<iuipriaoninent  for  the  neglect  of  petitioning;  aqd 
if  this  etiqueitewns  not  thought  already  purchased  off  by 
.his  additional  suficring,  was  he  to  linger  on  still  in  |aii, 
.^uule^,  by  the  pressure  of  misfortune  on  his.mind,  hetwas 
.broken  down  into,  the  untruth  of  acknowledging  that  lie 
'  had  given  up  his  principles^  and  was  guilty  when  he  siOl 
..believed  himself  to  be  inu^nt  ?     Was  it  .theonly  alter* 
..nativcof^ii.iscpnfessipa  (hat  he  mu&t  remain  in  confinp* 
.ment  till  July  ?    And  for  what  was  tbis  severe  priyatioii 
.  oY  liberty  i    For  an  adherence  to  what  he  dcerncd  the 
.  truth  !  Allowing  tiial  Mr.  Jones  had, entertained  erroneous 
.opinioiu^  of  the  cxlenl  uf  their  nrivileges  (and  for  the 
inoraent  he.  Sir  Samuel,  would  nliow  them  tp  be  errone- 
ous)— supjx)sij4^  the  pcrvon  (o  huve  been  influenced  by 
Ainy  of  those  ino^ivc«,  'which,  after  nil,  mnde  up  a  large 
part  of  the  drcision  ot'  iUc  wisest  amoni;  men;  respect  for 
other  authority,  a  loni;  habit  ot"  cherish ini^  certain  feelings, 
and  fixin«r  his  oyeu|>on  rertair.  views  of  truth-*— a  ki^ul  of 
vague  coiiviction  that  the  liberty  of  nian  is  implicated  in 
the  mutter  of  dlspnte;  or  even  if  his  error  ;irop^c  from  the 
misuse  of  the  litrbts  which  he  had,  if  Ivc  Imd  misuuder* 
stood  precedents  or  mistaken   principles ;  was  there  nb 
provision  as^ainst  his  error,  was  there  no  remedy  in  this 
slate-herbal  lor  liis  nuilady,    but  imprisonment  ?    \Va8 
this  punislimcnt,  which  m\^Ui  i)e  mi^de  the  most  severe  of 
all  visitations,  to  be  inflietc\l  for  difference  of  opinioaf 
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•^ Arid-,  in'  t1ic>ntr;  whd  t>fe  'sirlfetc^  ^^  W^r<*ft*a/nA1 
the  jn^ifct^  of 'the*0i»Se,'b*it  by  fti^ watTt  rf  poWci^'?"'!^ 
Jjosing'  Mr.  Jones  iifd^ssolilMy  wwldcd' ttf  Ws;  op\inm,\._ 
obstinate  Herelfcf  Was  ft  to  Bfc  j<ifertft«i1  ♦frnt+he  ^vci^'of  aS 
tJic  kinds' of  piiitisfimcne,  indtfiriJte  pui^shmrht;  <*Hffe 
hope  deferred^"  that  oppr^s^  »nd  bfndsdcixfrn  tfic  Wii'^ 
ftan  more  heavily  thnn"any  iAflictfon  wWcli '  fi(^  dAd  liiL, 
srirc  with-his  eyeand  prcpnrcto  rrirourttcr,  slfonMb^'ft. 
Idbse  upon  him  for  such  aii  ottenr^  n.*;  fbal  which 'fccyiitfd 
committed;  or  that  the  homajr(>  of  Mr;  VFonlis', 'a tnart' Ifi 
hnmble  life,  shoidd'be  Uiouprlit  \ht^  ortly  thing  {hair  ibdiitt^ 
ap^se  the  angry  pride  of  the  house  ?  'llrfs  IVak  hAt'fi 
be  persisteJin  ;  but,  let  the  feeliriflf  of  offc'nd«*'d5^ftitjf^^ 
what  It  might,  there  wore  supprtor  fcellnfirs  which  the  ho'^isb 
would  acknowledge.  Those  were  the  ttvltngs  of  jiij^ticif, 
the  feelings  of  reason,  the  feelings  of  (hat  gtpat  compouh'd' 
of  justice  and  Tirlue,  humanity*  The  honourdble*  ini?th« 
her  concluded  a  nv)st  eloquent  speech,  by  movinjit  itiik 
Mr,  Gate  Jones  should 'be  summoned  to  the  ba)r  of  the 
bou^,  on  Tuesday,  and  th(^n  discharged.  1  .  * 
The  question  being  put,  '         ♦    -   • 

Jj/n  Secretary  if yrfer  said^  thSf  for  on«,  he  could  not 
eoncar  in  the  hiotlou.  If -the  honourable  and  tearnbd 
gentleman  had  been  correct  in  stjiting  that  it  was  neces- 
sary ibr  an  individual  to  retmct  his  sentiments  before  lie 
was  discharge,  (bat  he  said  m'ight  in  sonH!  respect  hav^ 
altered  the  question.  '  That,  hovrever,  was  not  (Ire  fact; 
all  that' was  required  svrts,  thii  the  person  slioold  ekpitss 
bis  sorrow  that  he  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the 
house.  If  this  had  bt?en  a  case  where  (ho  individual  had 
ilsed  speculative  opimon$,  and  the  nsnge  of  the  house  was 
i^o  require  that  thoSfC  opinions  should  be  dihelaimed,  then 
the  arguments  of  his  honourable  ^ind  learned  friend  would 
have,  applied,  which,  he  submitted,  they  did  not,  as 
things  now  stood.    The  cjuestion  was,  if  <hc  house  was 


/ 


:pressi 

ph'asurq.  of  (he  house.  Whiit  was  this' requiring  of  him 
more  (Ivan  what  he  himself  stated  at  the  bar?  fie  was 
sorry  not  to  sec  a  {gentleman  present  (Mr.  Sheridan),  who 
^tad  on  a  former  niirlit  intimated  his  intention  to  presont  a 
petition  from  Mr.  Jones.  There  was  no  geiitl^man,  in- 
deed) ill  that  house  would  refuse  to  pre^^ent  a  petitiun  for 
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him  ;  HtfMiftuiMd a  piia^rmjhfbyHftet; imt  becfttistf  kll- 
ofiRinoe  iMi^  subh  te.  tiutf  te'oti^i^  •*  ac^^mtit  <if  it  M* 
cA(^(!mii'R;proQBcr>bat  in  coimeqttefica  of  Ma  Aemti& 
Witr^thoJiauMe  of  oomoions  ti  defiiiticf,  «nd  thiit  he  might ' 
I^AfetU.in  bis  potter  to  snj,  timt  be  had  beeA*  tke  p^rvofh 
iar»b«w  them  Ikal  they  had  been  wrdrnef  In  M  ihtir  formef 
pfraptica  or cQmaiitmeiits.     He  (Mr.  Kydinr)  wil9  one  wh<y 
nntslied  no  rif^par  io  be-  obterred  in  tkh  intttance^  bat  ho 
h^d  aojt  l>eai^  any  reason  to  indaoe  the  bouie  fa  depart 
fipm  ^leir  unifiirni  practice. 

:iliOrd  A.  HamiUan  felt  parttciiliatiy  anxioas  lb»t  nd 
dpiib(:of,  bts  sentimenU  sboald  be  felt  on  tlits  occasion. 
%\i^  doctrinet  of  the-  ri/^ht  honourdMe  neoretarv  yfrHts  not 
oCmi  order  to  beai  the  breach  that  was  be'tween  -Hie  house- 
and  theoouatry.    The  person  tvhote  case  waa  now  tinder 
oaasideratioii  had  done  no<hhi<i^  derogatory  to  the  ptitU 
l^K^of  the  houise.     Breach  of  privilege  was  a  p^*ner:ll' 
I^IKy  ap^  liadefined  cant,   which   never  struck  his -ears 
.  'withoiit  raising  a  suspicion  of  ihose  from  whokn*it  tame. 
Reporting  the  debates  of  the  house  had  been  idly  con*^ 
stra<^  into  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  at  lenrth  it  Was 
Peaceably-  acquiesced  in  as  an  advantage.   ,BiHhe  was 
S^iad  to  find  tliist  no  appendage  had  been  hiiag  totheques-* 
tionoC  the  rcleate.    He(I^id  A.  Hamilton)  hadsilatcd 
h]s  opinion  wliea  the  questtori  first  came  before  the  ht^nae; 
h^  then  tho'ugl^  that  the  house  WMdered  strangely  fri»m 
iQi  due  course  when  it  condfseendc<i  to  (akcn)>ii  private 
quarrel;  the  offence  wis  ariren  by  Mr-  Jones  to  Mr. 
Yorke;    an  indttidaal  against- an  indtvidunl.     As  the 
q^Hirrcl  ivaa  private,  it  otia^ht  to  hf<ve  b<*en  drCermined  lie* 
tween  priaate  persons*    The  iiousr,  occB'pkxl  as  it  shfioltl. 
bc(  in  the  gnrat  concerns  of  the  empire,  sbonid  lint  have* 
stooped  from  its  d^nity,  to  ponr  the  weight  of  its  von* 
l«fance  on  a  man  of  whom  they  knew  nothing  more  than 
'   that  be  turned  Mr.  Yorke,  the  teller  of  the  exchequer,  to 
ridicule.   .  By  the  unfortunate  notice  which  the  house  wks 
led  to  take  of  that  quarrel,  a  train  of  circumstances,  some, 
flitigracefal)  some  most  disastrous,  were  drawn  on,  tilt  the 
]tf ivtleges  of  the  house  began  to  l)e  Iooke<i  on  by  the  people 
as.  instcnroentsof  danger,  and  qiRrsiionoci  by  even  thorns 
selyi!s  as  rights  of  usuqiatioOi     Perhaps  the  circumstan<* 
ces>  under  which  Mr.  Joneses  initittion  iintsr,  were  sMch  n% 
laiifht  jasti^y  no  sligfit  )>0(.ular  discTonlent.     A  great  ex- 
pcdttioni.'  the  groatobt  that  ever  Id'c  a  British  port,  had 
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^ivake»ed^  and *iv«Uiti^. to  jseti  jilsiioe  cioiii|;<    Tlie»ttM' 
beg»Q,  aikI  ia$tal^tlj  ibe  gifctcs  oi  Chat  ifnsal  lcMpl»  of' 
natjamil  jufitice  fWiere  shut;    Was  il  not  luitoiul  tbttt  iht^ 
excluded  people  should  a(  leasi  express  llietr  sorpriMf' 
Chat,  wamtering.  round,  fibc  courts  of  tb«i  teiliple^  th^j^ 
should  be  dlssatiiified  with  hearing  only  the  btdkeil  nnd 
scafte^  responses  that  might  be  periodioally  issued  out 
from  the  shrine,  to  feed  and  to  elude  popular  anxiely  ? 
Admitiioe  thatsach  a  iceling  was  wrong,  it  was  natural  j- 
and  Mr.  Jones  .was  oi)ly  one^  tiuiong  oiauy,  wlio  i'citdl^ 

£  leased  at  thf^  act  aiKl  its  author ;  but  his  oficnce  wai  lidl 
veiled  at  tiie  heuse.    Jn  wh^t  predicaraeiit  would'  the^ 
house;  be  placed  by  the  doctrines  of  the  right  honourable 
secretary?  .  He  admitted  that  the  petition  was  proposed^ 
ihear^hearX)  and  did  he  actually*  think  it  becoming  tlie* 
dignity  qf^tbat  house,  to  measure  its  punishments,  not  by 
the  quantity  of  the  offence,  not  by  tlie  natural  principtea- 
of  justice,  b^t  by  the  power  of  (ha  uf]^ntler  to  hold  out  11^ 
hi&opiaion  i  thus  making  the  wisdiun  of  the  house  tobelha 
idle  conftbatant  of  the  foUy  of  ehy  iitdividual,  and  forcing^ 
their  good  sense  to  depend*  upon  Mr«Joaes*s  obstinacy^ 
A41  adjournment  .n\i^ht  be  so  umiiJT^od  as«ta  coafinc  ili6 
prisoner  for  any  indefinite  tin^e ;  and  was  this  to  be  oaRe^ 
only  a  ^t  piinishraent,'f\>r  want  of  facility  in  the  accused 
person  ?     With   respect  to  pur|iaiueiitary  privileges,  lie 
(Lord  A.  IlantllloiO.  revered  them,  us  they  ought  to  be 
revered,  in  the  mild  e:^e^ottu2  of  ttu!ir  power ;  but  if  tlviU 
power  was  strong,  iu  use  oui^ht  to  be  delicate  ;  and  to- 
make  their  mivlleges  wiiat  they  ought  to  be  in  point  of 
vigour,  they  must  be.  used  in  LJi«ii  foru),  from  whtcit  tliey^* 
should  never  have  been  diverted  in  point  of  principle* 
They  should  be  used  tor  the  pruicctioa  of  Che  riglus  otthe 
people.  . 

Air,,  Fuller  tliought  tlie  quesili  »n  lay  within  a  narrow 
poni|)afis«  To  his  mind  it  ap|9curod  to  be  only  uhetlief. 
tlve.  prisoner  had  been  sufficiently  puuidied  or  not.  I£ 
Ko ,  hud  been  efficiently  puniiihcd,  why  were,  they: 
tp  haire  him  called  to  their  bar  to  acknowledge  hia. 
o/ibuoe?  That  house  had  nobly  ciU  up  theprcrogrtiivnsor 
tlie  crown,  whicli  had  been  previously  uudcfuied:  ii, 
now  became  their  duty  to  reduce,  to  some  dc&nilc  vstate,  its 
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ber. in  the cbnir  would ftn^diflettUt^tindeialand*  TJvqr 
jf«re.  hound  to  defiae  tkeir  pri vflc^gcsi  and  not  oontime^  to 
fovsmit  during  the  sekriooi  It  was  ao  matter  irhetlicr  a 
party  .>ferc  cominttted  for  thtfee  dajs  or  three  inontht^ 
M  nothing  could  be  bun^  absurd  ihaa  4o  cototnU  vrii^houl 

Cy^  certain  rale  to  go  by.  Tlie  Mifojeci  bad  alright  t6 
ye  some  meaftiireof  ofiencesand  punisbmaiit  estaUttiiedi 
7bey  Qugrht  to  enact  a  Mat^na  CJiarta  of  partianMnt^  a» 
ihey  bad  tli£  great  charter  ot'^heir  ciril  liberties  and  rights. 

_  "  -flEqiiam  memento, 

•  "llebusin  arduis, 

;.■  .    ■     «  Semare  mentem." 

As  H  TTAii  adniifted  on  all  hands,  that  Gale  Jbhcs  had 
bsen  sufliciently  punished,  he  ought  to  be  discharged. 
If  th^y  lihooW  ennct  some  statute  on  Ihc  subject,  he  was 
&(ermlncd,  whenever  a  question  arose  for  a  comroifmcnf,  to 
YOtefor  it  for  a  certain  period.  If  their  privileges  should  be 
left  in  their  present  vn^^ue  and  undefined  state,  no  mati'i 
ka use  could  be  Sc-^fe.  But  as  he  had  been  already  very 
sflvercly  reprimanded  far*  a  breach  of  these  privileges,  in 
ondsrtoavoid  being  fed  too  far  by  irritation,  be  should' read 
ftioni  a  paper  what  undefined  privilege  could  do.  The  ho- 
ttoarablc  member  Jhen  read,  that  siich  pttvilege  could  be 
|iut  ill  the  pbiver  of  a  nervous  chairman  of  a  committee  to 
eall  npon  tl)e  Speaker  for  protection :  it  could  give  the 
Speaker  the  power  to  order  a  person  to  withdraw,  and  to 
the  house  that  of  ordering  him  info  custody,  without 
allowing  him  the  opportmury  of  hcarine  the  charge  against  - 
Ihn :  it  could  give  the  potiie'r  of' keeping  him  in  contine- 
nieot,  to  the  great  affliction  of  his  frtmily,  and  j>o  as  nearly 
focansc  ihecicnth  of  some*  of  his  connexions ;  atid  i\\ci\  ft 
could  give  the  power  of  n^priMmndtng  the  person  for  an 
oficnce,  which  at  coiwnpn  law  wduld  not  be  punched  l>y^ 
a  fine  of  five  shillings.  If  that  T^primand  should  go  dotvn' 
to  posterity  upon  the  jonrnals,  it  wonid  be  more  injurious 
to  the  liouse  than  to  ttie  individual,  in  the  minds  of  the' 
people:  .' 

Lord  FMestotre  wished  to  s.ctthe  right  hohpnralde  grn- 
tleman  opposite  (Mr/Secretary  Ryder)  right,  as  to  t^hnt 
Iw  ll ad  stated  lo  be  the  practice  of  thetiousc  respecting 
prtittons*     'I  hat  rilrht    hoitoftrable  grntlnnnn  had  said,' 
iltnt  It  whs  not  nccesMirv  for  Mr.  Gale  Jones  io  acknow.^* 
kdgebfeoflcnce,  or  retract  any  0|:inian  u port  bU  petition, 


k^iardetiobi^  being  ntkdht^MA^  bill  ni«rdy  ^c)  Kti^lb  ^fffil 
i^in^et  for'.havirN;  iiicurmct  tSe' dis^oMre'^r  th^  H6d^ 
To  sbew  that  the  ri^'imfiadniibl(^*^ritl«fi^n%iis^iMC 
ttoTveetin  thrs  statonentfhd'had'^tNnrty  la  r^ftir  Coa  |ie^ldil 
which  he  rBmembenNl  to  have-  been  pi«9eiite(l  a  fi!w  yeiM 
iiitcey  from  !v,Mr.  Dxaice,  whO'lMtd  been otderedinto  cus(6(ff 
for  prevarioationr  in  bis  eriienct  at  the  bar,  for  hayitig  IbHJt 
lies  and  incredible  atories,  lespedio^  himself,  during  HH 
eKaoiinntion  as  a  witness  before  that  lioqse.     That  petf* 
tiiHi^he  had  brought,  up,  and  when  it  had  been  rettid^  hd. 
nioved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table ;  bat  was  ihen  informed 
b;  the  Speaker,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  established 
prnctice  of  the  Jioiise  to  plaoe^  anjr  such  petition  on  its 
table,  unless  the  petitioner  submitted  .to  the  authoritjr,*.  antf  , 
craved  the  roerojr  of  tlie  bouse,  at  the  same -tuiie  ttcknow4  > 
l^d^^ing  the  justice  qf  the  sentence.   <Soine  ilaj0«4M'hdi 
badpresented  the  petition,  hcMrever^  it  wasrfonndrtliAtaft 
tliatMr.  Drake  had  s<iid  was  perfectly- correotn    The^ew* 
sequence  was,  that  Mr.  Drake  having  been  comidHted  fetf 
supposed  lies  and  prevarication,  wassn&red  loremaiikiiii 
confin/sment  becausehe  would  not  acknowledge  that.to  bo 
fi^lse  which  was  afterwards  foun^  to  be  injc«    Thpugbls» 
had  not  remained  long  in  sucli  cosfincmcn^,  the  pafliamenA 
having  been  dissolved  in  three  M  four  days  after,  yetthair 
did  Autnilter  the  nature. pfi^he-^acGf  c  Having  siiifed  thi^ 
cue,  and  tbc.decision  pf  4be.  cha^nuppin  it^'Ike^waa  i^tthoK 
ri^ed  to  assume  ittp  Ij^the^invarfabl*^  praotiGeo£<lhelMHi^ 
to  require  a  petitiontirjo  $jii)fnit.ta.U)OJTKU*Gy  of  thotlibtwey 
and  acknowledge  the  Jiu>tic(^  of  his  seuteoqe.  '^  As  dhe  rigbfc 
honourable  g^ntleieaji  (Mr«  Rj^ur^  th^cefore  liatl  statot 
that,  if  that  were  the  practic^of  tile  iceuse,  ha  i^he.itld  vo4fe 
that  Mr.  Jones  bedisdianscdy.he  had  a  rij^ht  to- ex  pec6 
tliat  the  right  hofiourable  genXleoiaa  would  be  as  grond  as 
his  word,  and  vote  for  tlie  juolion'  of  hi$  honoftcable  antl 
learned  friend,  whose  comrnon  places,  as.repreaenied  by 
the  risjlit  honourable  gchtleman,.  appeared  (o.him  tecoiK 
sist  of  most  ublc^  and  eloquent,  and  cen«}lu)iivcar|$iilnonts*' 
Upon  the  whole,  he  was  convinced  that  Mr.  Jonesbugjitj 
to,  bedisicbarged,  and  should  thenefore.vate  forjthe  moiien. 
,  il/r.  Cunocn  ob!K:rved,  that  the  able- speech  ^f  thoihou 
nourabltvand  learned  gentleman  who  brMi^rht  ferwafdthisf . 
piotion,  was  in  itself  sufficieut  tq  rbcoiaoiendthis  impoftimtf 
que^ition  to  (he  most  serious  considcraiiou  of  the  .home:' 
The  case  of  Gala  Jones  at  (u-escnt  seemed  totluiatto^bf^r 
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ftait!rt«  ttia  9oc^momi^-  he  i4w«rfro|)  inCarauM*  tM  Mr.  Jqmx 

tl|My\€wLlivouQhtlo4lieUr.  jrbaili^iii(rbeen^tlie.<mih 
llifei»^l»i«irlHdili«fk4whe<lieMl^*hoase  wqw14  pilvuii  linp, 
ItiUllaliufasUiuif y to M^iick  be miglitbave Jxeen  worfccxliip 
Igr  oMieiKy  in  il>stauMDg  from  app4jin9  f«>r  hi»  selea$e'  bjt 
yi>iilii»ti  i.'^Tfco  h^iftt  on  Ifais  occasion  should  leave,  oat  oC 
liiCMaUkmtidn.oveiyittMfig  coiioeriiiii^  Mr.  Joaqs,  fr  U^ 
«itaMbil»iicbtwlitc(i  ipighi  ba^^  pr^vonted  iiim  from  pof 
ifkmtmtc^  'i»  tbaii4t:ifOiild  do  wtuU  bec)iineite4)ifacfi^ 
M^;:Wld)b0hitBt>|i^Mfttid8d^ii.w^^^    be  nv^  btohorabjo 
Mlft0i«i0WMMtt^aM;iiin<.ibcm  A0»  ve^pef^A^  the  pubiio^ 
lMUltfi«9gr>thiirfnM  tbftn  to  oontimiffrbiii  iiapris^^nieot^ 
flttMe:ni{ebtv'ii(|d  he-had  uodosM)  tbamwete  pecsoim 
^hpiWfmidiB/ktihv^  iuoh  tw  act  (o  nuHives  disbooourabW 
Md-lmm.:.  Jlttt  WMB  they  io  r^pinl  tady  fipeliags }     Wei9 
ibtfi  totwrieeft  to^  do  a  4iity%  beoaasb  mcfced  m^  .muh^ 
<itt3jl|t'ibaa  iBOtifct'  to  them  2    Ha-GODconaBd . in  jgrflttio 
^ntiindiia  of  tbe.honpiirablBMapd  Jevn«id.  laemb^  wh/O 
^MMfilt  fiorwaad  Am  if^^oii  ^  he  waa  panMiaded  that  lA 
^iritilM'te;  oroeMo  «aIllifN»n  «•  fl>an'  totxatrabior  veooovoe 
^pifri»ftt»  Ihe  truA  of  wlif<^.)iei94Bht  eoosciei^umsljr  be- 
liimk    8Mh  a  piim^/wm^w^flW^  to  the  Um  of  thia 
Avit  owntry  i  ^t  ksa^t^;  be  kivair  at  op  Ja^  tbat  called  for 
jaMiDa.rBiiimcMiaA4    H Uj^die^t/pCthat b\^se  rfquireA 
rihtitiw^ch^m  piiaeiple. ^loalU  beia<^  upoi^. be  shQuld  be 
ttta  )liiit^«M«  :<%ii  would  vole  for  ^b^a  dischaijse  of  Gale 
^otfaa^'^boat'oonip^iili;.  with  the  establtsiied    forma. 
>Whidev<«;r  loight  Wre  hten  hif  opioiaia  as  to  the  paUire 
Jtf  ikt  oflEsMe^^  as^  (he  hoMe  had  decided  it  io  be  a  breach 
^iin  \mi$iiefp»^  it  woaaiotfot  biiQlo  dispoi;^  4he  protmef^ 
^  aaoh  A4<^citiiQe.     But  the  right  hooaurable  genlicoiao 
<Mr4  Seaittary  Ryder)  ari^udNl'th^  ptopriciyof  rtawing  a 
mrtitieaBi  MKtlie  groaad  of  pfe^<^^«    Could  not  thai  ri^t 
^bMattmble-gffitkmaa  'peraei^,  that  if  itiere  wercaiiy  va^ 
-tee  ftolhai  argnment,  he  mi^  oa  the  sa<ac  ^ouiul  .refj^^ 
Mfii  ass^  *  -ttk^  the .  d  iseiitira>e  tif '(^lajc. Jloae^,  *  if  he  d  |d  got 
aibpttir'ali^ie  baf  oa  Ihi; ikfM»es>  as  incite  case  pf-Miitraif^ 
wtm^M^hy  tihe  hoaaucaUeaad  hwaed gcif Ueman  mtjUp 
44^4)  :M^lifitevcMiu^t4  be  the  €oa«H^of  |irocedeiils  I^ 
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ttfate.  ifniWtcsti  hike  tHira  be'-^iis  of  o^nton  ilf«  IMmt 

Oughl  fo  maks;  n  diif^fedt  )>reoe^iU;  '  Hlei  wn^  deiedi^Mwd 

10  stand  Uy  tlieli^lis^  i\i  t^v^hli^'g  ihatA^na  ntteimfyii 

A$  djl^nify ;  "blit  lie  did  ,li6t'  fliink  tbnt  wo^kt  be  fodsttM^. 

Miffed  By  '^otr^ding  ihe^pniikhihdijt  of  nn  indi«i<tiak 

bcbntiSQhe  ivohldnot  lipply  foj' Iii^  enbr^enM^nt,  bjfSM/ku 

lfffft^Q^  to  ackndwtedge  the  juaticeqf  hi^j  sontenc^^  AliA 

Graying  (lie  mere/  of  the  hohse.   At  this  cntidil  aod.fiwftil 

period,  it  ^vns  Iris  opinion  that  the  house  sliouM  iiot  sbfifc 

lis  eye's  to  the  real  state  of  the  country*   ^Re  wa«  one  ot 

tTiose,  who,  so  far  from  thinking,  as  had  beeii  sometime  siHtf 

sfAted  withiii  their  waTh,  that  that  house,  in  point  4>f^nl* 

putnfion,  had  not  a' leg  to  stand  on,  he^Kit  fully  and  satitf^ 

fTtctorlly  mrst^aded  (hat  such  an  aspersion  was  ab^ate^ 

fiil^c.    fie  was  bound,  ncrertbeless,  to  admit  UMit.tlwf^ 

did  nof  possess  that  hi^h  d^tce  of  public  coofideao#  wl4c2t 

oli^ht  to  belont^  to  them.    If  by  forbearance  .to  ditcijnft 

(lidr  realdlBiculfu^i  ^baycbuld  remove  4liem,'  that  migjiiJL 

bt^a  reason  why  tlic^y  shbuld  pass  them  over^  wEtbout  2f(- 

flee.     But/m  bii  ojiinion,  the  only  tnte  %ay  of  netjin/t 

dan^rcrWas  (o  look  it  Jn'  the  fhce'i  and  these  were  tiinS 

nvhidh  iniperioHsly  called  upon  them  io  meet  every  difi>> 

tnlty  M'ith  fortitude  and  spirit.    The  gr«at  bulk  of  the  fia*- 

I'ion,  heS^as  eoniiifcikl,  wi»  flrti^y  aifadhad  to  tfiecoft- 

l^tituttoh  and  the^overniNient',  and  ready  to  make  bU  tte 

iacrifidcs  tyhich'tbeSoii^imstanei^  of  Ac  times  might  ICK 

quired.    ??e  was  bbarfd,^  WWeveT,^o  a<lmil,  that  the  ooltiH 

try  had  many  grievances  tO'  tompUin  of;  andtfaosa  that 

liouse  was  mc^t  |iartic^1aT)y  called  upon  i»  attend  Io  and 

tcdress.'  Undbr'this  inipi^sion^  it  waa  widi  conBtdeniblo 

'^tisfactidn  he  leariiM  tbat  an-honouraMb4aembfr<MK 

Brand)  had  that  evening:  j^ivefi  notice  of  a  niotkin  for  a 

parliamentary  rcfofm*.'  ft  was  impossible  for  any  honour* 

abid  member'  to  listen  46  tbe  sentimenU  expressed  oat  o£ 

donirs,  ahd  not'  be  con'rihoed  of  tbe  necessity  of  some  Tt^ 

Form  of  the  representation  in  parliament.    In  order  to 

^^hew  how  the  feelings  of  the  bouse  and  of  the  country 

'pointed  but  the  expcdiehey  of  adopttog  soine  measure  fo 

that  purpose,' he  bad  only  to  advert  to  tbe  attention  which 

*Vas  udifof mly  paid  to  evc^y  thing  titat  feU  from  tbe  ho* 

bduniblc^nieniherTorVorI»hire(Mr.  Wilberforce).    Tbfe 

'ihark  of  reject  that  honourable  member  recbivcdioa 

^'biuch  liigtfer  degfbe  thatl  manyotber  boriotiiable  neM« 

bure^'who,  Avithottt  meaning  any  thing  ofbokive  to  thit 
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bononrable  memtier,  miglit  juMly  compare  witn  hka  in 
every  other  respect,  l^o  vrhat  was  this  owing  bof  to  tli^ 
j^r^at  weiglit  wnich  ^must  naturally  tielon^  to  any  ihittg 
l^miqg  from  tbe  repreientatWe  of  50^000  eonstitnefilB  F 
This  shewed  how  necessary  a  reform  was,  which  wioald 
(iye  io  the  members  of  that  boqse  the  representative  re*' 
ipcctability  of  the  collective  number  of  their  constitoenCs. 
M^hen  Ke  talked  pf  reform,  he  did  not  mean  any  of  those 
wild  and  visionary  theories,  which  had  so  frequently  l)eefi 
recommended  in  latter  times.  His  wish  was  to  infuse  info 
that  house  a  greater  portion  than  it  contained  in  its  pre- 
sent constitntion  of  the  landed  interest.  Feeling  as  he  did 
Qpon  this  head|  he  could  not  but  condemn  that  prodi* 

S'ality  of  tlie  honours  of  nobility,  which  had  robbed  that 
ou^e  of  so  much  respectability,  without  adding  anything 
to  the  consideration  of  the  other  bouse  of  parliament.' 
There  was  another  point  also,  upon  which  he  must  ex* 
press  his  most  decided  regret  and  disapprobation;  namely, 
of  that  list  which,  upi)n  the  motion  of  tbcaoble  lord,  the 
itiembcr  for  Westminster,  had  been  laid  upon  their  (able. 
In  that  list  of  persons  he  tras  sorry  to  fiua  the  names  of 
I)ersons  without  merits]  to  perceive  that  pensions  were 
granted  to  the  relatives  of  persons  who  woulu  and  ouj^bl  to 
be  ashamed  to  take  such  paltcy  sums  from  tbe  public  purse. 
It  was  by  no  means  his  opinion>  that  if  the  whole  of  such 
pensions  were  done  away,  they  would  in  any  material  de- 
gree Contribute  to  relieve  the  piiblic  burthens :  but  when  it 
was  found  that  such  grants  were  taken  by  persons  connect* 
ed  with  the  higher  clasps,  the  circucfistance  would  tend 
greatly  to  cxcoe  and  continue  th^t  distrust  of  public  men, 
which  had  unfortunately  risen  io  a  greater  height  of  late  than 
ever.  There  was  another  circumstance,  more  immediately 
connected  with  their  proceedings,  which  was  likewise  an 
object  of  regret  ia  the  present  sLtu<\tion  of  the  country ;  be 
meant  that  practice  of  personal  crimination  and  recrimina* 
tion  which  nad-too  often  lately  disgraced  their  proceedings* 
The  chair,  he  was  convinced,  had  never  beea  more  ably 
filled,  or  its  duties  performed  with  mpre dignity  and  satis** 
faction  than  by  the  i:iresent  Speaker:  yet  he  must  observe* 
thai  a  great  laxity  had  crept  in  of  late  which  brought 
public  "xncn  into  discredit. .  Though  bewas  persiiaded  that  • 
(hpre  was  much  integrity  and  taleBts  on  both  sides  of  the 
housei^lie  ^ust  be  allowed  to  say,  that  the  pqrsonal  alterea** 
tlobi  to  whrch*he  had  altudcd  had  a  direct  tendency  Io  lowei 
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(heal  in  the  public  est  imafion.  Hisoiily  wish.iT.i0,^X^ 
the  bobse  should  be^  tei\6(ittQi^pecinb\e,  and  though  up 
cetimnly  thought  eVery  item .  dt  saving  of  iropor^nce^ 
yet  it  was  irot  by  subordinate  retrencBmehtS|  but'by  tu^ 
rediiction  of  the  great  establishments,  that  the  coun((ry 
Tras  to  be  saved.  \  Whenever  peace  may  come  it  would ,bj^ 
a  serioiii  question  how  fershch  reduction  could  be  effected'; 
but  the  difficulties  attending  that  question  were  only  tp  \j^ 
removed  by  a  strong,  firm,^  and  efficient  administriitionj^ 
combining  all  the  talents  in  the  house.  For  the  proprietor 
of  forming  such  an  administration,  he  could  appeal  to  tKa, 
hogse  •  wl^ther  they  thought  it  could,  under  any  circum- 
stances of  difficulty,  be  driven  from  its  bias  to  the  public 
interest  by  any  minor  considerations.  Such  an  ad  minis? 
t ration  could  not  be  formed  from  either  side  of  tlie  house* 
•It  was  the  duty  of  the  members  of  that  1io|ise  to  attend 
to  this  great  subject;  and  of  all  those  who  have  higai 
characters  in  that  house,  and'^eat  weight  as  well  asstaxe 
in  the  country,  to  unite  for  that  important  purpose*  If 
such  a  body  should  declare  themselves,  the  country  would 
soon  rally  round  them :  and  then  their  privileges  would  bo 
cheerfully  acquiesced  in  as  privileges  given  solely  for  tlie 
interest  of  the  people.  The  bill  he  had  the  honour  to 
faring  forward  last  year,  though  tibused  by  some,  and  ri- 
diculed by  others,  had  vet,  he  trusted,  produced  sonio 
good,  and  would  lead  to  that  gradual  and  temperate  reform 
which  was  the  most  difficult  to  be  accomplished*  Of  toe 
right  honourable  gentleman' opposite  (tne  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  he  .Was  always  disposed  to  speak  hand- 
somely ;  but  he  eoiikld  riot  look  upon  him  as  possessed  of 
force  and  vigour  enoh^h  for  times  like  these.  The.bopds 
of  the  countr};^,  he  should  repeat,*  depended  altogether 
npOa  a  combination  of  all  the  talents  and  respectabuit^  in 
that  hduse.  Having  stated  thus  mtich  upon  the  general 
situation  of  the  country,  he  shbuld  revert  to  the  questioii 
before  the  house ;  and  on  this  he  should  only  say  tliat  hp 
would  vote  foir  the  liberation  of  Gale  Jones,  conceiving 
that  such  a  measure  would  not  <k)ropromise  the  honour^  the 
dignity,  or  the  character  of  that  house. 

Sir  T.  Tufion  Wasi  of  opinion  that  the  individual  io 
whom  the  motion  referred,  had  suffered  punishment  eoough. 
If;he  Itad,  he  would  ask  whether  it  was  consistent  with  their 
dignity  not  to  put  an  end  to  the  punishment  ?  The  offence 
for  wlftich  he  b«4  been  imprisoned  had  existed  for  seven^l 


f '' '. 

^eart,  and  mieht  have  beon  bomf. either  by  iTicjiouse  of 
any  individiiaf  meqiber^    /riiese  ^eboliiii^  ,;$oci<fUcs  hsh 
'  "     'leld  for  seyeral  y^r3  wit)iouf'liavini^',b0cn^takcB 
of;  and  i^^eatlem^A  Qiic^litrecoll^t  (o  fiayc  »vi)  ilie 


been  held 
itfotice 


,  jiovbt  thai  the  placard  was  a  libel;  but  lie  Hipugiit  tliat  \i 
itws  uikwortby  of  the  lior>ourablc  member  |o  uoU'ce  it*  Bi\t 
i¥hen:  it  had  .been  brought  under  the  obsrryatioii  Qf^tlt^ 

*  boiisC)  it  must  have  been  punished,  though  not  seycjcly; 

l^hen  Jones  had  exi  robsed  contrition  for  bi>  offence  at  the 

tAr,  it  Was  bis  opinion  that  it  would  have  been  must  cqn* 

Ihtent  'with*  the  dignity  of  the  bouse  to  have  dischar^rel^ 

h\tk.     iisa  di0erence  of  opinion  prnvailed  upon  thesub- 

^^ct,  both  iQ  and  out  ot  the  house,  it  would  have  well  bc^ 

come  thdt  l^ifse  no<.  to  appear  to  punish  ihe  offence  vin- 

^JlCtlvoTy.     It   %ya8  *scaice|y  to'  be  expected  that  a  niah, 

^tenVinccd  that  he  was  right,  could  b(-/br6ughttoa9know« 

;l^dge  himself  wrong.     When  he  had  last  yeaf  moved  for 

^the  release  of  General  Clavering,  be  wns  told  that  his  ap- 

"'pliCAlidn  i\Ould  il)e  fruitless,    unless  General  Claverinc 

'ihould,  by  petition,v  acknowledge  his  error^  and  submit 

Jbimsclf  to" the  mercy  of  the  house.     But  General  CIaveriti£r 

'^iv()|Uld  faiive  submitted  to  rot  in  prison  rather  than  admit 

^^liat  ha  was  conviniced  he  i^as  incapable  of,  th;\t  lie  bad 

lieeYi  frnilty  of  preyarication*  *  Then  it  was  said'that  it>as 

^nott^b'that^the  peri^a  sboidd  say  lie  was  sorry  for  liavlag 

"incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  house.    Bui  could  »ny  (iiie 

*  'it^pose  tbat  he  was  not  sosxy  for  it  i    As  to  the  obstinacy 
Ifbat'was'ioifnited  to  hiroi  would  not  persecution  or  pro^e- 

' '^utioA  be  likely  to  make  ai\y  man  obstinate?  '  But  by 

'keepiiift  Mr.  Gale  Jones  ia  confinement,  wpuld  he  be 

'  'likely  To  come  out  either  a  better  ^ulyecj  or  with  fewer 

'  ^p^rtoabs  T   This  was  a  cose  in  whicb  they  du^ht  to  make 

' a  precetlenl,  if  ihey  h^d  i\bne  fo  go  by.  .  Why  keep  ^he 

^  ttian  ia  prison?    Was  there  any. thing iii  the  tern pe|^ of 

-    'ike  times  ^tb  ifiduce  Ihe  house  to  that' course  2^    He  could 

'  '    yfish 'thai  the  learned  gentleman  had  not'  brbuglit'fojrwaru 

HWis  question.ai  this  tiinc.     ^hough  be  thought  that  (hey 

'  ^ihouto'  Mot  adt  under  the  apprehciisiim  of.  being  thoiig^t 

«' '  iditi^  S  *yet  be  w</uld  rather  be  suspected  Qf  f^^^^  than  con* 

.  viated  of  iiy  asf  ice.    He  should ,  therefore,  perform  *  art^  apt 

if  justice  to  thb  individual,  by  vbUng'fot  the  motiooolT 
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the  liohoMrablc  arid  !eaVne(l  VnomI')er'wft(i  1ialf%  abl>-  ami* 

cfoqiiVntly  recomirichrfWTlto  (Seltbiise. '       -   -.::'>  ,e^n*yr 

\  The  Master  of  IhcRolti  statcJ^'mnt  ftcconJiniirio  Imc 

view  of  Ibe/niolipn  \\n(\et  con&iclcrafton,  irmii^liufcc  nnl 

4iiccJ  to  two  qfapsiions  t  fifsf^  wlieth<<i'  lfv«^  iridivicltoil  iiadr 

sufferrd  siiflBcirnt  pumshmrnf ;  nnci  ^licMfltr;  sudb  beto^ 

the  case,  lie  oiii^hl  to  be  dl  char^'ll    He  could,  wish  lijut^ 

Ke  liad   been   better  jicqtiatnteil '  wiih  the  practice ^.  tlm 

boqse,  in  such  cases ;  whether  it  wns  foundea  on  esUbltiibeA 

law  or  on  usage;  and  a^aii,  if  upon  usage," wlietlier 

(Imt  usage  had  been  unbroken  fr  mh  time  iiomecnariaW 

Xle  should  always  be  agai.»s'  breakiitu^  in  Upon  long^cinrf 

tinned  nsatre,  because  the.  presumptija  in  sucfl  a  catf 

would  be,  that  it  had 'been  fou  ded  on  wise  and  ooof^tf 

nient  grounds;  and  he  should,  therefore,  be  iiictirifd  ti^ 

abide  by  the  usage,  where  it  did  not  lead  Co  palpaU4 

iryustico.     If  this  usage  were,  as  he  must  presuaie^iii^ 

W^  sucii  that  the  party  offending  was  not  to  be  discliacge^ 

'until  be  should  petition  and  ackrtowledge  his  offene^,.:^ 

.would,  he  owned,  lead  to  consequences  lo  the  full  cx\dft' 

of  which  he  would  be  un\ulling  to  follow  it*     He  ag^cn^ 

that  a  n\an'  «must  be  taken  tor  i^uilty  when  the  bouae  1|9» 

/declared  his  guilt  by  ti  vote^  but  then  the  iitdWiduiU  maf 

\oi  think  his  act  an  ofK>nce,  a  >d  in't(mt'oi|$c  jlfw9Ul4/lc 

.  cruel  to  insist  upon  hi;;  ndmittingit,  '  Butiiie  rigbt'li^* 

hourable  gentleman  (IVlr.  Uy'der)  soenaiR]  to tMnkiliat i^5i9li 

iickhowledgment  of  th^  oflbice  ii^astitft  necessary*.'  ^IJ|)iw 

ifiis  point,  he  shduld  wish  td  put';)  qoofition  tosot^Q^^ip* 

/petent  atithority';   and  to  liohe  rnotaDi:ofQpetent  ppMM4ic 

Bpply  than  to  tile  right  honodrhMo  membei^.in  tbin^bMr* 

The  question  wais,  \Yhofherthe'ef;fa44i^c(l  pmctk^e  w^^a^i 

.  Iiad  been  described ;  but  thougI\  llie  ailbwer  migjitinflit^^iice 

Ills  argument,  if  it  were  not  tegutap,*  he  should  notc^pffss 

..  the  question,  but  assume  the  a^roiatiire^  and  reaaoi^  ugoh 

that  assumption.     Fir^t,  thcp«  tho  reason  why  the  |irfc« 

.  tice  of  petitioning  had  ^rowi^  into  use  was  pUioiind^b* 

;    vious.   ^hc  cpmniilmeiiTs  by  the  house  wete  fof  ao^  in^^ 

•    finite  time ;  and  as  th^  prisoner  could  have  no  kaowMgc 

, !  of  the  tin^e  tor  whicli  he  was  comrhitted,  be  was.;uai|(t|Hy 

!    r^d  io  petition  early,  in  tbe  bope*that  it  might  Iflad  (^-his 

/   'discharge.    Into  his  petition,  therefore,  it  would.bei  a^rtu* 

'\  xal  for  him  to  throw  all  th^  (^ircumstanises  and  scDtbuifuts 

,     which  mi^ht  be  likely  to  induce  the  bouse  toeoippl^'with 

r  ^i?  application.    Thtis  K  w^s,  that  the.praolh>ii»if^pe; 
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titianinfic  mi/^hi  have  arisen,  and  dius  itny  the  parties  niig^tg^ 
hj-petitibninfr,  have  tisnallyobfalncdtlM»;ir  discharge  soo  fief, 
Ihnn  they  otherwfa>**^would.     The  house  shewing  itself  in-' 
flnigent  (6  (hose  wha  petitioned, generally  released. tfcem  in 
three  or  fonr  days  after  their  comtnitinenf,  unless  in  cases 
©fan  aggravated  natfin^^  which  may  have  led  fo  the  prac- 
tice of  requiring  petitiodsip  be  presented.     For  himself. 
be  >vas  extremely  loih  to  break  in  upon  long  esVablishea 
lisages :  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  follow  (his  usage 
into  all  its  consequences.     The  effect  of  such  an  usage  as 
this  would  be,  thatdiflkrent  persons  might  be  committed 
for  the  same  or  similar  offences,  at  diflferent  periods  of  the 
session,  ami,  in  consequence  of -this  usage,  be  subjected 
to  Very  unequal  degrees  of  punishment.     Mr.  Gale  Jones 
might  for  bis  offence,  be  commiitcd  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  aud  not  being  disposed  to  petition,  might  be 
confined  for  six  or  seven  months,  whitst  another  commit-   ; 
'ted  for  the  same  offence  may  be  confined  only  three  or 
fonr  (lays.    J^incs  pi*fbists  in  not  petitioning,  and  continues 
the  whole  of  the  sobslon  in  confinement ;  the  other  submits, 
nckhovvledging  his  offence,  and  is  diseharged  in  three  or 
fnur  days.     If  a  question  were  to  lie  put  to  him  after  any 
given  time  of  confinement,  whether  the  prisoner  had  been 
siiflicirntly  piuiished,  he  niiglit  answer  in  the  affirmative,    ; 
arc^rdinir  to  his  idc.'i  x)f  the  proportion  between  the  offence 
and  pnni.shmpiit.     But  if  asked  \yby  he  should  not  be  dis- 
charged, he  should  U;  at  a  loss  to  answei',  accordfng  to 
uny  principles  of  jurispruderice  known  txi  him.     The  con- 
llniiance  ol  the  confinement  ymn  a  punishment  for  fin  of- 
fence of  which  (he  lioufse  had  not  declared  him  guilty, 
upon  which  they  had  |)asscd  no  vote;  It  would  be  a  pu- 
nishment, not  for  what  he  had  done,  but  for  what  he  nad 
al>sfaim'd  from  doinsr.     According  to  any  principles  of  ju- 
risprudence with  which  he  w^s  acquainted,  this  would  be 
a  strange  system  of  punishment.     What  difference  Could 
it  make  to  that  house  if  he  were  to  acknowledge  the  offence?     I 
Would  it  be  any  satisfaction  to  (heir  privileges;  or  their    j 
dignity,   if  he  were  to  make  a  false  acknowledgment  to    > 
IhatefFoct?  Under  the  present  circumstances,  it  must  be 
obvious  to  the  house,  that  in  such  an  ack now ledgthiJnt  the      J 
party  would   not  act  voluntarily;    and  if  he   were  ti>     .; 
hubmit,  it  would  only  l>e  that  he  might  not  sufft^r  three  ot\  " 
faur  mouths  longer  imprisonment.     Bu^,  would  the  bouse     ,^ 
lliereby  gain  any  security  for  its  privileges — Arould  they 
acquire  any  nccessioQ  to  their  dignity?  Could  they  be    '^ 
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as^nreU  ^hat  jGale.  Jones  would  not  n^aiii  oiFend  in  the  . 
fisime  roanneri.  IT  he>  were  to  ofTend  ng'ain,  could  they  not . 
commit  him  in  tbc  ^me  manner  as  if  he  had  ackh6w« 
Ie<Igcd  hifi  ofilmce  in  i\m  instance  ?  He  knew  of  no  anato* 
gy  by  which  this  right  to  make  a  man  confess  his  o&ehcc 
could  be  justified.     His  opinion  of  the  eflTeci  of  f>etition«- 
itig  yt'^Sy  that  the  party  iulpri^oncd  nu^ht  obtain  his  dis- 
charge somewhat  earlier^     But  he  could  oot  perpeive  why 
the  abstaining  from  presenting  a  ))elilion  sliotild  have  the 
effect  of  lengtheniniz  the  duration  of  bis  confinement. 
Flitting  (be  case  in  that  way,  the  motive  for  petitioning^  . 
as  well  as  abstaining  from  petitioning,  would  be  obvious«! 
The  person  who  presented  a  petition  was  generally  libe-, 
rated ;  but  be  who  did  not  petition  wiis  suffered  to  remaia 
in  confinement.     This  was  the  reason  why  petitions  be« 
came  the  practice,   because  there  was  scarcely  i^ny.in* 
'  stances  in  which  the  party  committed  did  not  present  a  . 
petition,  except  in  those  cases  in  which  pride  or  ,convic^ 
tion  prevented  the  adoption  of  sucli  a  course.    Upon  tltesb 

5 rounds  it  was^  that  he  was  of  opinion  that  John  Gale 
oioies  ought  to  be  discharged,  if  the  house  should  be, of 
opinion  tuat  he  had  suflered  sufficient  punishment*  If 
be  were  to  be  asked  what  extent  of  imprisonment  bo 
BhouUI  consider  a  sufficient  punishii^ent  tor  the  offence,  ha 
ifaould  say  one  month,  or  six  weeks ;  hxtji  should  not  by  any 
means  extend  it  bej  ond  two  xnouihB.  Considering,  there- 
fore, the  length  of  this  person^s  confinement,  he  shoqlj 
Tote  for  his  chschargo.  He  agreed  per&ctly  with  the  h^ 
noiirablc  baronet  that  th^y  should  not  ealertain  any  fear  of 
beingthopght  afraid  of  whcit might  be  thought  of  their 
motives.  But  he  would  not  consent  to  do  an  act  of  injus« 
ttce,  in  order-that  he  might  not  "be  supposed  to  be  afraid*' 
Sucti  a  feeling  be  did  not  eutertaia.  He  should  take  the 
same  course  on  any  other  occsstoa.  f  Ic  bad  not  paid  any 
attention  to  this  subject  before  the  present  case  bad  be^n 
brought  forward.  When  he  did  turn  his  attention  to  it, 
he  very  quickly  arrived  ai  the  condosion  which  his  ho« 
nourable  and  learned  friend  had  come  to,  and  as  he  was 
convinced  that  the  man  had  been  sufScicntly  punished,  he; 
should  vote  for  his  discharge. 

The,  Speaker  rose  and  said,  that  he  did  not  know  whd« 
iher  i(  might  not  be  tlie  pleasure  of  the  house  that  he 
should  give  an  answer  to  the  questions  which  had  been  put 
to  him,  and*  particularly  by  the  ri^ht  honourable  gentle- 
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mnn  tvho  bud  just  sat  dotirn.  lie  wus  prepare^!  to  Mate 
wlial  hr.  had  gathered  from  the  joiimalff,  a$  to  the  prsvQh'cc 
of  p?irlia;nMit  on  this  subject.  The  course  was .ajfFefent 
on  c.jrnraitmori(j5  to  the  custody  of  the  Serjcailt,  md  on 
conimitmfuts  to  his  Tunjostj*!^  iails.  In  the  iustance  of 
conin)itu)cnts  to  the  Serjeant,  which  were  but  tcmpoTixTff 
tbc  praclicc  was  both  wn^-s.  The  party  obtained  his  re- 
lease by  pcf  ilion  often,  and  oftori  by  statement  made  in  his 
favour,  a?  in  case  of  acommitmcut  by  a  committer,  when 
tlic  commitrec  reported  that  the  witness  comported  or  <Ic- 
mcaned  himself  proiKMrly,  The  house  WouKI  recJlcct 
the  cose  of  Mr.  Alcock,  who  presented  a  |)<:tition  on  being 
ordered  to  ihv  bnr,  and  yet  was  committed  to  the  custody 
of  the  Serjeant ;  thoui^h  dischari^rd  in  the  counte  of  the 
iamc  uigbt.  The  Inst  case  of  that  description  was  that  of 
Bfr.  Stuart,  the  priutcr,  who  was  commillcd  to  the  custo- 
dy of  the  Serjeant,  and  afterwards  discharged  upon  peli- 
fion.  Tlie  commitments  to  his  majesty V  jails  were  dif- 
frrenf.     He  might  venture  to  say,  that  in  such  ciucs  the 

f practice,  if  not  univrrsal,  was  i^en^ral,  not  to  rele:tsc 
roni  such  commitment)  but  upon  petition.  For  this 
he  could  find  no  ruler  it  rested  altogether  On  pmc- 
ticfi;  and  that,  with  the  qualifications  ho  had.men- 
tionecT,  was  steady  and  uniform.  As  to  the  dilfereniforms 
of  petitions,  that  must  have  ariseix  from  the  different  and 
various  circumstances  which  cMch  iictitioncr  might  ^ish 
to  bring  under  the  consideration  of  tnc  house. .  h\  general, 
the  mrty  acknowledged  that  he  bad  oflended  against  the 

Jirivilegcsof  that  house,  and  expressed  sorrow  for  that  of* 
ence.  He  hnd  thus  stated  what  he  had  lx*en  able  io  col- 
lect tVoni  the  journals,  and  Avhich  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
Comnuinicate  to  the  house. 

The  Chahrcltor  of  the  Hschequer  ohsctvcK^j  that,  as  the 
Speaker  had  stated*  that  every  person  committed  to  a  jail, 
according  to  the  practice  of  the  house,  was  n^qtiired  id 
petition,^  before  he  could  be  discharged,  it  woti4d  not  be 
necessai-y  for  him  to  say  much  upon  this  subject.  The 
()uestidn  ^Vas  not  whether  a  petition  presented  was  insuf- 
ficieut  j  but  whctlier  tli(?  circumstances  of  the  time  or  the 
6ccasi6h  ^t>fe  such  as  ta  Induce  the  house  to  depart  for  the 
first  time  from  its  established  practice.  He  could  ste  no^ 
thing  ill  e'itlier  io  ca(l  fof  such  an  abandonment  of  the 

Eraciicc  of  parlianfient.    l\  is  honourable  and  Ie:irt]ecl  frfencf 
ad  reasoned  eloquently  stj^ain^t  the  severity  of  caUlnf 
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inrhi^h  he  may  have  iWterlained  against  the.  copstituUan^ 


^  abre^^Atleman'seertira  1to  itiinkthat  pale  Jones  ha4  ctgn^' 
,  ^ti'Mii;h  ih  his  fotriiet  acknowled^mefit.    Bdt  -w^y  ^litijiild 

■     Jhe  hoV*,i;*^f«se'to  da'wl^at  he  hacTdone  at  the  bat,  wheb  i| ' 
t^as/rediibk^.   according  to  the  practice  of  ^be  faoijAe^ 
that  be'  should  present  a  petrtioa  (o  tH^I  e|i:qct  to  entitlo   . 
Kiiii  to  bre'dfischarged  ?  TbU  ging|e  circi^njsta^ice  vina^uf-) 

'    Atitlat  to  g;et  f\ji  of  all  the  argument  of  I^is  honpurable  aod  . 
leariied  fneA4  opp^!^!te.    It  ,wouI(d  appear  tbat  ae  ]if a^'not 

'  cia^led  Vtpbf.^  td'fecaat  Wy  opinions  l^y  ^  ref^^ce  to  tha 
minQt(ii&  9f  'i^iiai  pas^ .  when  he  was  it  the  bai.  Ij^foxf^ 
ittiWe,  it  would  oeWn  Ihat  headmUted,  "  in  tiuo^^Miri 
iftahce  I  hpLYeejnfpA;  ancj'  I  tbrpw  myself  up^xoi  fhe  mfyicyt 
.  of  tiii^  ja^embly.'^  AVas  it  not  ck^  then  froqa  thif^hal  m 
iris  not.td'b^  cdHed  bii  iq  r^ciant  any  ppinions  he  had  pre*. 

^     Tipiiirtv^  tield  ^' ^t'wiw'hfs  own  contumacy ^^  tberofor^  in 
'  ir^lPu^ing  to  ^  if  hat  t}e  had  already  dotue,  f  h^t  pieirentoct 
'^fi^^  WiHjgdjjcharged.    It  Aarf  Wa  asjccd,  why  not  * 
discharge  uppn  their  dwn  sebsi  or  justice.    To  tfala^lio 

^    WH:>tt1d  answer,  thatthe  Jilj^ticeof'^iuchcases  was  ^Iwayi^ 
Mrerned  by  the  presenting  a  peiililoti.    Refusing  tnere- 

■'    Tote  io petUionf,  ft  Wnot  Wtittea  tote  discharged.'    It 

^as  Absolutely  ri&writy/ttr^^^^  abide  by  its 

Ibifitis,  and  that  Without  ^iifllnng  themselyes  t   be  beWii* 

derisdwithreqisdning'tipon.  abErtra  Ab  to 

'     questions  raised  wiifi  Pi^pedt  ((i't^e  inequality  of  pnnish- 

iliettt  in  the  exercise  d^tnii'p^wi^  bf.thehou^^^  he  would 

admit  tha^  the  bouse  had  matiV  infirmities  as  to  the  power 

of  inflicting  punishments.'    If  !f  ones  had  any  severity  to 

-    complain  of,  he  bronght'it  upon  himself.    Tie  bftd  rl^ason 

*  '.  totelieye,  riotwitlistanding  yrhat  had  been  .staled  by  the 

'     .tlbble  lord  opposite  to  theContmry,  that  his  right  hQfioui^- 

.'*  'able  friend  was  correct  in  stati)ig,  that  Gale  Jones  had 
'  .  abpHed  to  a  member  to  present  a  petition  for  hini.    'i-he 

*  ''  fact  heliha  from  more  quarters  than'  one,  to  whom  it  had 

*  '^  been  communicated  by  thfe  Jiohourable  member  himself. 
"'  In  the  cate  of  General  Claverin^  laii  year,  the  honourable 

:  '  baronet  (Sir  T.  Tiirton)  wouid  not  even  be  heard  without 
'•^'^■^i.lj.— 1910/  *     •     ^   3S  '1 
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a  petition.  The  case  of  Drake,  (oo^~  happened  in  i^  good 
time^  as  the  gentlemen  opposite  sat  then  at  tha  side  finoai 
which  he  spoke  ;  and  vet  the  practice  of  the  house^  had 
been  adhered  to.  In  these  two  recent  cases,  the  house 
haa  shewn  more  sevcrit j  than  towards  (aale  Jones.  Ha 
was  not  called  upon  to  admit  the  falsehood  of  what 
he  had  stated  before,  but  merely  to  say  that  bj  peti* 
tion  which  he  had  already  said  at  the  bar  of  tha 
house.  "Was  there  any  thing  that  called  for  such  de- 
parture from  their  usages  ?  ,  Was  there  any  thing  •  ia 
tha  period  Miat  required  them  to  .descend  from  their 
dignity  t  Was  this  a  time  that  they  were  to  diminish 
those  privileges  which  were  essential  to  their  existence  I 
He  agreed  that  they  should  not  be  actuated  by  any  fear  of 
keing  thought  afraid  to  do  their  duty;  but  strong  as  he  ^ 
fcit  ttiat  sentiment,  he  should  not  do  an  act  of  injostica* 
He  was  of  opinion  that  Gale  Jones  should  be  made  to  sub* 
0lit  to  the  practice  of  parliament.  This  he  was  oonYinoed 
the  case  required;  and  as  no  circumstances  had  been 
shewn  to  induce  the  house  to  depart  from  its  establishod 
usage,  he  should  feel  bound  to  vote  against  the  motion. 
Sir  Thomas  Turton^  in  explanation  stated,  that  ha 
had  presented  no  petition  from  General  Glaveriag,  whoni 
« nothing  could  have  tempted  to  acknowledge  that  he  ha4 

trevaricated,  when  conscious  that  he  was  wholly  incapfti^ 
le  nf  such  conduct. 

Mr,  H'httbreadj  if  the  exjilanation  of  the  honourable^ 
baronet  had  not  anticipated  hun,  had  intended  to  set  th^ 
fight  honourable  geutleman  right  as  to  the  allusion  he 
made  to  tlie  case  of  General  Clavcring«  No  petition 
whatever  had  been  presented  (o  the  house  from  General 
Clavering  ;  and  so  far  as  the  reasoning  of  the  right  ho* 
naurable  getilleman  rested  u))on  (hat  case,  it  must  fall  to 
.the  ground.  lie  was  of  opinion  that  tho  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman,  in  the  course  of  argument,  had  done  great  injustice 
tod'ale  Jones.  By  comparing  his  commitment  to  the  cases 
of  p(  r>ons  committed  for  falsehood  or  prevarication,  Uie 
right  hon.  gentleman  hofd  done  much  injury  to  the  per* 
son  whose  case  whs  now  under  consideration.  lie  waa 
glad  to  find  the  right  honourable  gentlemen  opposite  ad- 
mitting that  the  submission  of  Mr.  Gale  Jones  at  the  bar/ 
was  sufficiently  ample ;  because  when  he  had  stated  that 
upon  a  former  occasion,  these  right  honourable  gentlemen 
had  denied  the  fact.  Now,  however,  the  right  honour*  . 
able  gentleman  opposito  acknowledged  that  the  sabttussion  . 


.'  ^ 


\' 
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Wte«iich  at  that  tiine  as  to/satisiy  him,  if  onlj  rene^red 
11^  n  piSHticm.    The  ri^ht  honourable  gentleman  had  made, 
bttt  a  partial  qaotation  from  the  minutes^'  because  if  h^ 
Kad  quoted  the  'iirbolc  passnge,  it  would  give  a  different 
appearatice  to  the  feeling  Ihal  produced  it.    The  passage, 
lAould  begin,   "  On  rcviewinir   the  paper,  however,  I 
acknowledge  my  error,  &c."    The  house  of  commons,  he. 
.  did  think,  hqd  treated  Gale  Jones  with  cruelly,  in  com- 
itjiltting  him  for  such  an  offence  after  he  had  thrown  him-     , 
«elf  upon  their  mercy.     But  tlie  right  honourable  gentlp-i . 
itian  had  argued  that  he  now  refused  to  acknowledge  by 
petition  what  lie  had  previously  admitted,  and  that  it- was 
owing  to  his  own  contumacy  that  he  was  not  discharged. 
What  could  the  house'  think  of  Mr.  Jones,  or  he  of  the. 
house  of  commons,  that  after  having  admitted  his  error 
and  thrown  himself  upon  its  mercy,  it  should  be  expected 
that  he  should  a  second  time  acknowledge  his  offence  2. 
Was  it  not  enough  that  he  had  once  made  the  acknowledge  ^ 
rtcnt  ?    No !  said  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  in  the 
spirit  of  his  intolerance,  we  must  haVe  him  again  do  that 
which  he  has  done  before;  we  shall  h^ive  him  again  at 
the  bar,  and  make^im  shew  that  he  has  not  changed  his 
opinion.  Bui  supposing  him  to  have  changed  his  opinion^    ^ 
supposing  that  others  too  have  changed  their  opinions, 
why  should  they  compel  him  to  say  that  what  he  thought 
true  yesterday  be  continues  to  think  true  this  day  ?    He 
was  aware  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  Was  stead* 
lastly  fixed  in  his  religious  opinions,  and  that  he  might' 
call  upon  the  house  to  believe  all  they  had  been  taught 
wheniney  were  children.    But,  said  thq  right  honourable 
gentleman,  he  is  not  fo  be  called  on  to  retract  any  theo- 
retical opinion.    If  he  had  changed  his  opinion  npon  the 
subject  of  that  paper,  which  he  had  before  admitted  to  be 
an  offence  or  error  on  his  part,  would  it  not  be  to  call 
upon  him  to  do  violence  to  his  convjction,  to  oblige  him 
\o  acknowledge  what  he  did  not  how  believe  ?    Suppobe  a. 
man  to  live  before  the  reformation,  and   for  disbelieving 
transnbstantiation  Xo  be  brought  before  the  persecuting 
inquisition.     Suppose  him  before  thatlerrible  tribunal  to' 
admit  that  he  believed  the  article,  and  notwithstanding  to 
be  sent  to  prison,  where,  meeting  with  books  to  enlighten' 
him*,  he  discovers  the  error  into  which  he  had'  fallen,  and, 
reverts  into  liis  former  opinion,  would  it  be  no  retrac- 
tation of  his  opinion  for  him  to  be  obliged  to  admit  the. 
doctrine  of  transubstantiation  ?     But  the  right  honourable 
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Cntleniaii,  if  he  did  not  adknowIedgB  what  be  kad  done 
fore,  woiild  apply  to  him  the  torture  of  th^  ihlnd. 
Mif  ht  not  the  man  projperlj  arow  he  wotoM  nrtber  rot  in 

{orison  than  submit  to  such  a  recantation  ?  than  be  driTen 
o  admit  that  to  be  fidse  which  he  knew  to  be  true  ?  Thiy 
trould  be  Jones's  case,  if  he  had  conscientiously  changed 
his  opinion  since  he  had  been  at  thebarof  that  hoube. 
But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  wOuId  have  his  con-  . 
finereent  continued  to  the  end  of  (be  session,  if  he  did  not 
|)e(ition,  and  that  too  at  a  time  when  he  was  remarking 
upon  the  infirmities  of  the  house  of  commons  respecting 
the  infliction  of  punishmeiiti(*  That  rifbt  honourabM 
gentleman  was  the  first  man  who,  in  a  British  house  of 
comiDonSy  desired  thatjt  mi|^ht  have  the  power  of  imprison^! 
ing  for  a  certain  time.  This  was  the  first  instance  of  such 
a  doctrine  being  broached,  since  these  qnestions  had  been 

•  fcanvassed  by  enlightened  men.    If  he  tor  one  were  to  bo 
iff  the  sitnation  en  Jones  and  to  petition,  he  would'  bo 

'  a  hypocrite.  The  other  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Secretary  Ryder)  who  had  called  the  able  speech  of 
his  honourable  and  lo^rned  friend  common  places,  had 
isertainly  exhibited  in  his  own  impressive,  eloquent,  illus- 
trative, and  conclusive  sjpeech,  a  mqst  striking  contrast  to 
the  common  places  be  oescribed.  It  had  been  said,  thai 
in  all  such  cases  the  house  was  bound-to  decide  for  itsri/^ 
That  he  denied.  It  had  not  done  so  in  the  case  of  Stockdala 
and  Reeves.  Theatforney-'generalwas  ordered  toprosecute* 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ryder)  therefore 
had  mistaken  and  mis>ata<ed  the  practice  of  the  bouse.  In 
allliis  arguments,  (he  right  hono)irable  gentleman  eon- 
faunded  the  conimitmeiii  of  Ga|e  Jones  with  commit- 
inents  to  which  it  bore  no  resemblance.  Why  should  it  be 
confounded  with  the  cases  of  Drakc^  of  CUvering,  and 
9andon  ?  Forbid  it,  justice !  forbid  it,  fair  dealing  1  forbid 
ii,  the  spirit  of  toleration !  Mr.  Gale  Jones  had  oeen  pu- 
nished lor  a  thing  that,  to  the  knowledge  of  every  member 
in  the  house,  had  been  practisird  every  day  for  a  consU 
detabte  time  past.  .  As  to  the  privileges  of  the  honse,  he 
<»nceived  they  should  be  resoried  <o  only  in  cases  of  ne« 
cessity;  and  be  saw  no  necessily  for  the  house  leaving 
exercised  its  power  in  the  case  of  Mr*  Jones.  He  hap- 
pened  not  to  be  in  the  house  at  the  time  the  vote  passed 
K>r  his  committal,  and  be  was  niiw  happy  that  he  nad  in 
'  ino  degree  made  himself  a  party  to  laat  vote*    if  ever  a 
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'similar  .qnestioDfihoald  arain  be '1>rot]gI]ft  forfrftf (t»  ^Hb 
should  not  coacur  in  snch  a  vote. .  He  ^UouTd,  on  tbte 
oontrarv,  propose  that  the  cast  sfaotild  be  itfcrrcd  to  k 

1*lity,     It  was  well  known  thAt  many  things,  which  fo/t  k 
ong  time  had  been  iconsiderec>  prtTiie(!re«{,  were  found 
when  examined  to  be  no  ptiWleges  at  all. '  Among  thnt 
number,  he  would  mention  manorial  rights^.     He  wouM 
not  contend  that  Mr.  Gale  Joties  shauld  be  released  oh 
account  of  any  circumstances  belonging  to  th&  pT^ent 
time,  but  that  he  had  a  right  tt>  be  released  on  the  Justice 
of  his  case.    It  would  be  cruelty  to  continue  hb  punish>- 
ment  for  a  term  much  lonirer  than  could  be  considered 
adequate  to  his  offence.     He  knew  nothing  at  all  bf  IRTr. 
Cale  Jones;  but  he  had  heard  that  at  the  bar  of  the 
house  he  made  a  decent  apology  for  his  oflhice,  and  h^ 
thought  the  house  ought  not  now  to  insist  upon  any  iniore» 
It'mi^ht  very  well  happen  that  in  the  mean  time  he  AiigKt 
liaVe  (Changed  his  opinion,  and  might  now  conceive  (ah 
many  others  did)  that  the  tion:^  bad  no  ri^ht  to  commit 
liim.     tf  this  was  the  conviction  of  his  mind  at  ]^reseni^ 
St  would  be  cruel  to  conCne  him  until  he  stated  a  con- 
trary opinion.    A  good  deal  had  been  said  about  the  sta^ 
of  the  public  mind  upon  (he  present  qu\*st ion.     He  nmst 
allow  that  it  was  impossible  to  be  entirety  (ndiffefcnt  to 
that  consideration ;  and  the  opinions  which  he  had  hearB 
a|id  read  since  this  question  w»s  first  agitated,  had  shaken 
most  considerably  the  opinion  he  had  before  formed  with 
respect  to  the  privileges  of  "the  house  on  (he  point  of 
commitment.     He  thought  it  wns  however  mo&t  unftiKtb 
make  the  state  of  the  public  mind  an  argument  for  con- 
tinuing Gale  Jones  in  prison  longer  than  the  justice  of  his 
case  required  ;  and  that  no  man  ought  io  be  sacrificed  in 
order  to  prove  the  priviWges  of  (he  house'.     If  he  was 
now  to  be  dischargea  ami  roinniit  another  act  of  the  sarnb 
kind,  he  might  be  again  taken  up  and  punished  as  if  h^ 
had  not  been  before  imprisuncd.    The  continuaHce  6f  the 
punishment  beyond  ail  measure  or  appearance  of  justice, 
would  prtxluce  an  efiect  on  the  public  ntintf.  Very  6Y^p£ 
site  to  that  which  would  be  wished  by  those  who  wei^ 
for  supporting  the    character   of  the    house  witt^   rhb 
country.  ^' 

Mrt  Tfmdhiuin^  considering  what  was  to  take  phc^iiy^ 
morrow  (the  meeting  of  the  Westminster  elector!*)^  dcfpi^ 
cated  the  idea  of  liberating  Jtmes^;  •for  th^t  yfom*  b^ 


ftt  file  ^kril  of  ihditf  aaiat^  giving  Qp  Baiabbat  to  (h6 
people)  inioi¥0akl'  not  l>e  imposed  upon  by  tbe  gifts 
wko  WNild  not  ascribe  it  to  moderation  or  jnttioo,  bat  to 
hBtJ    Was  the  house  then  disposed  fo  shew  that  ftar,  or 
aboold  they  not  rather,  to  repeat  words  already  used  in 
the  oonrso  of  the  debate,  be  afraid  to  betray  any  snch 
fpnu    Recurring  to  -ihe  cause  frojn.which  this  discussion 
originally  sprung,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ex*^ 
tNTMsed  his  unqualified  approbation  of  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Yorke,  notwithstanding  all  tbe  consequences  which 
followed,  and  his  resolution  to  resist  any  such  concession 
as  this  motion  had  in  view,  particularly  at  the  present 
mortient. 

Mr.  Camnng  declared,  that  much  as  he  differed  from 
tbe  right  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last  upon 
other  occasions,  he  must  even  differ  from  nim  with  doubt 
and  reluctance  upon  a  question  of  this  nature.  But  yet 
be- felt  It  his  dnty  to  Yoie  for  the  motion,  althongh  agree- 
ing with  I  he  right  honourable  gentleman  as  to  his  ge- 
neral principle,  and  by  noi  means  questioning  the  pri« 
vilege  of  the  house  to  commit  to  prison,  or  the  propriety 
of  its  exercise  in  the  instance  under  consideration*  That 
privilege,  however,  was  not  now  under  discussion.  .  The 
Jiouae  was  not  called  upon  to  abandoi^  or  to  abate  its 
pretensions.  No  ;  the  simple  ouestion  here  was  whether 
the  punishment  of  the  incliviclual  to  whom  the  motion 
referred,  was  adequate  to  the  offence  he  had  committed, 
and  all  othejr  considerations  were  quite  irrelevant.  With 
those  who  expresseil  a  wish  that  this  motion  were  post* 

S)ned  only  for  lbr(y-«ight  hours,  he  fully  concurred. 
ttt  it  must  be  felt  that  the  bringing  forward  of  the  mo» 
tion  was  the  act. of  another.  If  that  act  were  known  to 
be  with  the  concurrence  of  the  prisoner,  it  might  operate 
against  him»  But  no  such  conclusion  could  be  cpnsist* 
ently  formed,  and  therefore  he  could  not  allow  it  to  have 
any  influence  upon  his  mind.  The  house  was,  in  fact, 
called  upon  to  consider,  whether  it  would  liberale  tbe 
prisoner  alter  the  punishment  he  had  suffered,  or  inflict 
upon  him  the  utmost  punishment  in  its  power  to  inflict,  - 
by  keeping  him  in  prison  to  the  end  of  the  sessions. 
Now^  was  the  house  prepared  to  take  the  latter  alterna- 
tive,, and  to  regard  the  case  of  Jones  of  a  nature  to  de- 
serve it?  If  anv  circumstance  of  aggravation  could  be 
proved  against  ifoncs,  that  might  be  a  reason  for  the  ex- 
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^Qsioaiof.hisimprisodmeiit  .  But  noib^ing  aware  of  aoj 
iat^nq^  of  co^luoiac;  on  the  part  of  Ibe  priMier  Binoq 
^is^  appeftmice  at  tbo  bar,  recolloeting  bis  declaratioa 
\^on  umt  Mcaaion,  and  not  seeing  any  advantage  tlia 
iioufie.^ould  derive  from  the  formal  repetition  of  tbatde*^ 
deration,  ^e  conki  not  refuse  hi^  assent  to  the  motion,  be* 
foife  the  house.  As  the  case  was  under  consideration,  it 
"was  now  for  tbe  house  to  decide  upon  the  most  advaata- 
gpous  mode  of  disposing  of  it.  For  himself  he  ufas  readjria 
nay,  that  be  was  ojie  of  those  who  wished  that  such  a  case 
was  not  at  all  brought  under  llie  view  of  the  house  at' 
present)  and  thb  he  would  say  without  meaning  to  im* 
pute  blame  to  any  one.  But  yef^  as  the  conjuncture  bad 
arisen,  it  rousts  met  without  apprehension,  without  any 
fear^  iudeed,  tban  that  of  being  thought  afraid.  It  was, 
however,  to  be  considered,  that  if  this  motion  ahould  b6' 
rei»isied,  and  Jones  were  in  consequence,  detniocd  till  the 
end  .of  the^s^ipnsi,  the  house  would  be  exposed  to  the  jns-i 

EutatiQU  perhaps  of  cruelty,  but  «|i^rtainly  of  injusttcot^' 
ccausis  it  ^niu  be  subjectjiog  Jones  to  die  $ame  extent 
of  imprisonmefit  whU;h  it  bad.  in  its  power  to  inflict  opoa' 
the.  great  offender,  who  was  now  rightly  and  jiistlv  in 
custroy.    jOoe  of  the  great  arguments  in  favour  of  thia: 
ainotiofi  wa^.that  which  Ibe  bouso  must  feel,  that  (he  same 
p^e^snre  of  .punisbmenjt  should  nol.  be  dealt  out  to  the 
mMAor  and  to  thei^reat  c^bnden    ludecd,  every  principle  * 
and  fcelingsbaulif  dispose  the  bouse  to  npt  with  lenity  tO'*' 
wards  the  object  of  Uip  n^^iimyrwk/^  oUliaiigh  accioent* 
all^'  tho  firbt  cau^.  of  tfitV:iinpiim»:int  discussions  whick' 
hal)  lati'ly  Inkcii  placf,  wa^<)ifiAe  thrown  inio  the  sliade 
by  the  condirct  of  thcgrcaiiof&iKler,  ta  whom  he  had  al« 
rqady  aUudinl.    Yes,  compared  to  the  cimduct  of  that 
gre^t  oifcnder,  nil  that  preceded  it  wasscarcely  worth  re» 
memU;ring.     Of  that  oifcnder  he  should  at  present  oidy 
say ^  that  the  good  opinion  wbicli  he  Ix^forc  expressed, 
and  certainly  entertuincd  of  him,  lie  now  completely  re« 
Yoked.     For  he  could  not  help  thinking- of  that  person's 
c»mduct  as  all  his  own  former  friends  professed  to  do. , 
But  this  misconduct,  so  generally  complained  of  with  rc» 
gard  (p  that  perbon,  had  no  reference  lo  the  question  be*., 
fore  the  house,  for  the  affirmative  of  which  he  should 
vote,  v'ithout  meaning  in  any  degree,  be  repeated,  io  inv  • 

Eugn.  tbe  principles  upou  which  the  privileges  of  that 
ouse  wero  so  justly  assertetl  to  rest*  .  ^       « : 
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i%e  Solicitor  General  contended  against  the  releasine 
Mr.  Jones,  ^vitbout  his  presenting*  a  petition  jn  die  usuwl 
ftirms.     fie  conld  not  see  any  reason  for  excepting  this 
case  from  the  general  role,    f  Ic  did  not  see  on  what  par- 
ticular'grounds  it  conld  be  contended  that  Mr.  Jones  way 
entitled,  to  more  fayour  from  the  house  than  other  persons 
^ho  bad  been  committed  to  prison  by  the  honse.     He 
could  not  agree  with  the  hbnonrable  gentleman  that  (here 
uras  any  necessity  for  Mr.  Jones  or  any  other  petitioner 
tecanting  any  particular  opinion:  it  was  only  necessary 
that  he  should  state  generally  .his  sorrow  for  havinf  vio- 
lated the  privileges  of  that  house.     Now  he  conld  not 
conceive  what  objection  Mr.  Jones  could  have,  in  point 
of  conscience,  to  state  that  in  writing,    which  he  had 
already  stated  at  (he  bar  of  the  house.     He  believed  that 
no  man  could  deny  that  Mr.  Jones^  had  been  guilty  of  a 
violation  of  the  privileges  of  the  liouse ;  aniT  if  it  were 
impossible  for  him  to  doubt  that  he  had  been  gnilty  of  that 
ofience,  what  reasonable  objection  could  he  have  to  com- 
ply witti  what  was  required  by  the  forms  of  the  house,  and 
say  so  in  a  petition  ?    Such  a  confession  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  abstract  question  of  the  right  of  th^ 
house  to  commit,  or  the  other  questions  which  had  recently 
been  agitated.    'J'here  were  two  remarkable  cases  whicn 
were  directly  in  point.     In  the  last  session,  the  bouse  had 
committed  Captain  Sandon  and  General  Clavering.    The 
former  had  evidently  been  guiHv  of  the  grossest  prevarica« 
tion,  which  he  confessed  ;  and  the  latter  had  positivelv 
declared,  and  the  declaration  was  believed  by  his  friends 
and  many  members  of  the  house,  that  he  never  did  intend 
to  prevaricate.     Of  this,  however,  every  body^  was  agreed^ 
that  tiio  gtiilt  of  Captain  Sandoh,  in  conceabng  the  note^ 
and  the  many  falsehoods  he  told  respecting  tt,  was  greater 
timn  the*  offence  of  General  Clavering.      Nevertheless, 
Captain  Sandon  was  liberated  after  a  month^s  imprison- 
ment, iKcause  he  presented  a  petition ;  and  General  Cla- 
vering, because  he  presented  no  petition,  was  suffered  to 
remain  in  prison  till  the  ^nd  of  the  session,  ^vkich  was 
three  months  from  the  datd  of  his  imprisonment.     These 
recent  instances  would  shew  that  the  house  was  accustomed 
to  shew  lenity  to  (IiOiie  who  asked  it  by  petition  in  the  usual 
forms. 

Mr.  JV.  Smith  could  not  see  that  the  dignity  of  the 
house  absolutely  required  some  petition,  but  that  any 
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_    ^petition  of  aiijr  kind  would  W  siffficiefit  i6  ^atitfy  jjiat 

iiigniiy^     He  thought  nothing.  .cou)d  be  mhre  cohtraty  to 

'the  ml  dignity  of  the  house  llian  to  confine  u  per^ 

^  'Joiig(H['thafi*the  jnstioeof  the  case  requited,  merely  on  a 

point  of  form.  He  thought  the  bonourntjje  and  learned 
\^ntleman  (die  Solicitor-general)  \^ho  had  just  sat  down 
'had  chosen  strange  cases  io  support  his  argument.  As  to 
tihe  imprisoRinent  of  General  Clavering  for  three  months^ 
he  believed  there  were  very  few  who  reeollect^  the  evi- 
dence he  gave^  that  considered  an  imprisonment  Qf  three 
months  as  a  punishment  too  great  for  his  offence ;  and 
therefore  it  ^vas  not  at  all  surprising  that  no  member  should 

'  have  moved  for  his  being  discharged  without  a  petition. 

The  fact  was,  that  it  was  the  opinion  and  the  advice  of  the 
friends  of  Geiveral  Clavering,  that  it  was  more  advisable 
ibrhim  ta remain  ia  prison  during  thesession,  than  receive 
that  sort  of  reprhnand  which  he  would  have  been  liable  to^ 
if  he  had  been  discharged  upon  his. petition.  Captain 
Sapdon  bad  presented  a  petition,  and  was  discharged  after 
a  month's  imprisonment,  upon  receiving  a  reprimand.  It 
could  not  however  be  said  that  he  received  more  lenity 
Jthan  General  Olavering,  as  the  friends  of  the  general, 
thonght  it  better  that  he  should  be  some  time  longer  in 

{)rison  than  be  subject  ta  such  a  reprimand.     There  was^ 
iowever,  a  prodigious  deal  of  difference  between  the  guilt 
y  4>f  General  Clavering  and  that  of  Mr.  Gale  Jones.    He 

i>elieved  that  every  ode  must  allow  that  the  offence  of  the 
latter  by  no  means  merited  so  severe  a  punishment  as  was, 
due  to  that  of  General  Clavering.    He  thought  it  would 
be  an  unworthy  and  disgraceful  reason  for  continuing  Mr* 
Jones  in  cust<»dy,  that  .to»morrow  a  great  meeting  was  ex- 
*     pected  in  Westminster. — fZ/ear,  hear!)  .^Why  should 
he  be  imprisoned  in  cqnsideratibn  of  the  probability  of 
some  other  persons  doing  some  other  thing  entirely  uncon« 
nected  with  his  offence?    As  to  the  question  which  would 
then  probably  .be  discussed,  he  must  say,  that  he  veiy  mucl^ 
,    wished  that  the  house  had  agreed  to  the  reprimand  instead 
of  committing  Sir  Francis  Burdetf .     If  they  had  done  so^ 
^  many  disagreealilc  consequences  might  have  been  avoided. 

'  At  present,  the  mind;s  of  the  people  were,  and  must  neces* 
«arily  be  in  a  state  of  suspence  about  the  legality  of  the 
eiiceculion  of  the  warrant,  until  the  trial  should  have  taken 
\  place^     He  thought  t|iat  this  quest  ion  ought  to  be  decided 
on  its  real  merits,  and  tbat  the  further  imprisonment  q( 
Vol.  H.— 18i0.  3T 
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Mr.  Jones  should  not  be  made  to  depend  upon  a  mefe 

Joint  of  form.  If  the  house  really  conceived  that  Mr. 
ones  had  received  sufficient  punishment  for  his  offence, 
he  could  not  think  (hat  it  would  be  at  all  for  their  dignity 
to  act  contrary  to  justice. 

Mr.  Marryai  did  not  consider  that  Mr.  Gale  Jonea 
should  be  punished  merely  for  obstinacy.  If  the  punish- 
ment he  had  received  was  considered  sufficient  for  his  con- 
tempt of  the  privileges  of  the  house^  it  was  his  opinion  that 
be  ought  to  be  discharged. 

Sir  James  Hall  did  not  conceive  that  the  house  would 
either  consult  its  dignity  or  its  character  by  an  unnecessary 
.prolongation  of  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Jones.  He  did 
.not  know  but  that  so  (iir  from  a  punishment  it  might  be  of 
service  to  him.  It  might  sejrve  him  in  hisdebatingsociety, 
and  in  bis  trade  as  an  orator,  to  have  h^  case  made  interest- 
ing to  the  feelings  of  the  public.  He  would  probably  be 
considered  as  a  martyr  to  public  principles,  a^d  thereby 

Jain  a  degree  of  popularity  that  woula  more  than  repay 
im.forbisimprbonment.  ^ 

Mr.  Wilder  force  observed,  that  no  man  yet  had  at- 
tempted to  answer  the  very  able  ^arfcuments  of  bis  right 
jhonoumble  and  learned  fHend  (the  Masterof  the  Rolls). 
The  powerful  arguments  v^hich  h^  urged  with  so  much 
weight  remaining  completely  unanswered,  he  Qould  not 
avoid  agreeing  to  his  conclasions,  and  voting  for  the  release  ^ 

of  Mr.  Gale  Jones.  The  case  ofCaptain  Sandoi^only 
proved,  that  the  house  did,  upon  a  petition,  remit  a  part 
of  the  punishment  which  they  would  otherwise  have  con- 
aid^red  due  to  the  offence.  Their  remitting  however  part 
of  the  merited  punishment  on  account  of  a  petition,  could 
not  at  all  be  produced  as  an  argument  for  indicting  morts 
than  an  adequate  and  merited  degree  of  punishment  on  a 
person  who  tiid  not  petition,  {Hear^  hear!)  He  thought 
this  case  ought  to  be  decided  upon  its  own  particular 
merits,  without  any  consideration  of  circumstances  which 
were  extraneous  to  it.  From  all  the  views  he  could  take 
of  the  subject  he  felt  himself  bound  to  vote  for  the  release 
of  Mn  Gale  Jones.  *  \ 

Mr.  fVardle  said,  that  he  should  vote  for  the  release ; 
and  he  trnstcd  that,  on  a  future  day,  he  should  be  able  to. 
prove  (o  the  house  the  truth  of  the  opinion  which  he  had 
entertained  all  along,  that  tbe  bouse  liad  no  power  to  com- 
iRit, 


k 


t 
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Mr.  Croker  could  not  see  arty  reason  why  flie  present 
tase  should  be  deterioined  in  a  manner  difierent  from  wbat 
appeared  t6  be  the  establisbM  usage  of  the  hbose  on  si* 
inifar  occasions.  He  could  not  see  that  this  case  stood  on 
mom  fiiTOurable  circumstances  than  other  cases,  atid  there*  • 
,fore  be  should  yotjc  against  the  motion,  merely  on  the 
ground  of  conforming  to  established  precedeilfB,  and  to  the 
iisage  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Banker  spokb  against  the  tnotion.  He  said,  he  . 
did;  not  rise  to  add  to  any  of  the  arguments  that  had  been 
urged  against  it,  but  simply  to 'state  his  Opinion,  that  he 
saw  no  reason  why  that  houte  shonld  in  that  particular 
case,  and  ihore  especially  at  "that  particular  crisis,  depart 
from  the  observance  of  those  .rules  that  had  uniformly.' 
guided  iheir  conduct  in  similar  circumstances.  It  had 
been  urged  that  Mr.  Jones  had  expressed  his  contrition^ 
and  besought  their  clemency  at  the  bar  when  he  was 
brought  to  it— ^it  seemed  that  there  Was '  no  doubt  he  had 
done  so,  then  could  he  not  write  what  he  had  spoken  ? 
And,  if  he  had  since  suiTercd  himself  to  be  so  ill-adVisd  as 
to  be  guilty  of  so  contumelious  an  omission,  was  that  a  ^ 
Reason  why  that  house  should  depart  from  a  rule  hitherto 
80  strictly  obsetved,  and  to  reward  his  contumely  with 
an  exercise  of  extraordinary  knity?  (Hearyhearl)  He 
intreaied  the  house  at  such  a  period  not  to  swerve  from 
the  due  assertion  of  their  privileges. 

Mr.  Hilof  .Addington  thought  that  the  general  usage 
of  the  house  with  respect  to  persons  who  had  been  cont» 
itaitted  to  prison  without  having  e^tpressed  contrition,  did 
not  apply  to  the  present  case^  where  it  allowed  that  the 
person  brought  to  the  bar  had  expressed  his  sorrow  for  the 
offence,  and  asked  the  forgiveness  of  the  house.    It  ap« 

E eared  to  him  that  the  address  fuade  by  Mr,  Jones,  at  tne 
ar,  was  in  the  nature  of  a  petition,  and  that  it  ought  to 
be  considered  as  applying  to  every  period  of  his  imprison- 
ment. Whenever  his  dischsrge  was  moved  for,  it  shpuld 
be  recollected  that  he  had  in  fact  expressed  his  contrition, 
and  thus  complied  in  substance,  it  not  in  form,  with  all 
that  the  house  ever  required  of  a  petitioner.  He  conclud- 
ed by  giving  his  vote  for. the  release. 

Mr.  Wynne  considered  that  in  the  case  of  General 
Clavering  the  punishment  was  not  mote  than  equal  to  the 
oflbnce.  Mr.  Jones  had,  however,  now  been  in  jprison 
nearly  as  long  t  he  had  been  eight  weeks  in  Newgate^  and 
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Ihat  was  a  time  which  every  body  seemed  to  considar  an 
adeanafe  punishment  for  his  offepce.  It  must  aho  be 
recollected  that  the  house  was  now  on  the  eve  of  an  adjoum- 
menty  which  would  necessarily  add  considerably  to  the 
term  of  his  imprisonment,  if  he  were  not  discharged  af 
present. 

3Tr*  Adam,  notwithstanding  what  had  fallen  from  an 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  floor  (Mr.  Brakes),  was  yet 
inclined  to  doubt  whether  the  rule  requiring  petition  pre- 
vious to  enlargement,  was  a  rule  invariably  observed.    He 
apprehended  that  there  had  been  instances  of  liberations 
without  petitions,  but  this  be  would  not  take  upon  himself 
to  assert  positively,      ft  was  however  an  usage,  and  then 
the  question  was,  whether  it  was  an  usage  amounting  to  a 
law?  If  it  was  an  usageamountingtoa  law,  then  it  brought 
down  the  right  of  commitment  to  a  right  of  committing  for 
contempt  in  the  narrowest  sense««-contempt  in  the  narrow- 
est sense  was  physical  obstruction,  in  that  case  the  persoit 
committed  was  necessarily  bound  to  acknowledge  nis  of« 
.fence  as  a  security  against  the  repetition  of  it.    Here  then 
the  regulation  ^ight  be  said  to  be  inveterate  law,  but  then 
tliere  were  constructive  obstructions  respecting  which  the 
house  in  the  exercise  of  their  judgment  had  a  wider  lati« 
tude  of  discretion.    The  exercise  of  that  dscretion  must,' 
of  course,  vary  according  to  the  circumstances  of  different 
cases  ;  they  did  not  question  the  right  of  the  privilege  itselfy 
nor  at  aU  weaken  it  by  such  a  variation — ^since  the  discus- 
Bi6n  was  not  upon  the  existence  of  the  privilege,  but  upon 
the  extent  and  degree  io  which  it  had  been  vioUted,  and 
he  thought  that  tteir  not  being  tied  down  to  a  strict  obser- 
vance of  the  same  uniform  proceedings  in  alt  cases,  rather 
strengthened  than  weakened  their  privileges,  whereas  the 
confining  the  breach  ta  the  narrow  ground  of  a  mere  con- 
tempt, was  taking  out  of  the  class  of  constructive  obstruc- 
tions, and  reducing  to  that  of  physical  obstructions  merely. 
If  then  the  case  now  before  them  was  not  one  of  these,  but 
a  constructive  obstruction,  then  the  question  was  reduced 
to  one  of  distributive  justice,  and  looking  at  it  in  the  light 
of  a  question  of  distributive  justice,-  h.  ehad  no  hesitation' 
to  say,  that  the  arguments  of  the  right  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  (the  Master  of  the  Rolls)  were  unanswer^ 
able.    If  then  it  did  appear  that  justice  was  in  ft^vour  of 
the  motion,  what  was  to  deter  that  house  from  acting  justly  ? 
He  thought,  for  his  part,  that  it  would  shew  more  courage' 
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to  do  tkeir'diity  openly  lind  in  defiance  of  vul/!far  cdainny 
thaa  to  be  deterred  from  it  by  the  fear  of  being  rifrnid 
-^they  bad  demonstrated  their '  power  hot  to  Ixi  at  all 
afraid  of  committing  their  authority  by  the  liberation  of 
Mr.  Jones.  He  sbonid  suggest,  however,  to  his  leaffned 
friend  the  ^propriety  of  suWtituting  Wednesday  in  his 
resolution  in  place  of  Tuesday,  on  account  of  the  popular 
meeting  to  be  held  on  that  day^  in  Westminster. 

Sir  Samuel  Aomilly  readily  acceded  to  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Adam,  and  varied  the  wording  of  his  resolution  ac« 
Gordingly ;  He  could  not  as  easily  accede  to  the  suggest^ 
tion  of  a  right  honouTdblegentleoian  respecting  the  insert* 
ifi^  in  the  resolution  a  requisittoii  of  that  submission  from 
Mr.  Jones,  whick  he  (Sir  Samuel>  had  frankly  declared 
the  house,  in  his  humble  judgment,  had  not  any  right  tof 
exacts  He  thought  it  necessary,  however,  to  read  from 
the  journals  what  was  there,  recorded  lespecting  that  sub- 
mission. It  there  appeared,  that  Mr.  Jones  had,  when 
called  to  tbe  bar,  expressed'  his  sorrow  for  having  erred 
therein.  He  said  that.he  did  not  rise  to  ad4  any  thin^  to 
the  strong  arguments  brought  forward  in  support  of  his 
motion,  but  to  observe  upon  one  or  'two.Mudircct  insinua<^ 
tiofis  which  had  been  thrown  out  against  his  motives  in 
bringing  forward  this  motion.  It  had  been  said,  in  allu^ 
^sion  to  the  Westminster  meeting  that  was  to  take  place 
to-morrow,  that  the  opportunity  had  been  anxiously  wtshe<| 
for  or  eagerly  caught  at.  If  any  man  thought  that  he 
(Sir  Samuel)  'could  be  so  influenced  in  that  or  any  other 
proceeding,  to  that  man  he  won  hi  not  condescend  to  jus^ 
tify  himself  (/Tear,  hear!).  He  could  not  have  forcscony 
when  he  had  early  given  notice  of  this  motion,  that  it 
would  not  have  come  on  till  then.  Neither  could  he,,  with 
propriety^  have  consented  to  postpone  it  till  after  the  re* 
cess,  as  that  would  be  delaying  for  three  weeks  from  the 
lime  first-fixled  upon  for  the  enlargement  of  the  person,  in 
case  the  house  should  not  agree  to  his  motion.  This  wa» 
no  trifling  consideration  to  a  man  in  such  ill  health  as  ho 
understom]  Mr;  Jones  to  be.  Another  consideration  in 
favour  of  brtnging  on  this  discussion  rather  before  thaa 
after  the'meeting  at  Westminster  was,  that  hecould  not  b^ 
certain  that  there  might  not  be  resolutions  proposed  to 
which  he  (Mr.  Jones)  was  not  at  all  instrumental.  He  might 
yei  suffer  in  consequence  of  the  nature  of  such  resolutions^ 
midiing  it  rather  a  delicate  matter  to  submit  that  proposi- 
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BiQn  to  the  house*  Sir  Samuel  then  proceeded  to  ar^ue 
briefly  that  there  was  no  inTariable  rule  requiiring  petilioir 
6n  the  part  of  the  prisoner,  since  the  warrant  stated 
sinipljr  *^ during  pleasure;"  whereas,  was  that  the  rule, 
it  ought  to  contain'  also  the  words  ^*  and  until  the  said 
prisoner  has  submitted  to  the  house/'  Another  thing 
that  shewed  the  usage  not  so  general  wasi>  that  different 
gentlemen  did  not  agree  among  each  other  as  to  th« 
forms  of  the  practice — ^as  whether  the  petition  should 
aimplj  express  sorrow  ;  or  iilso  confess  guih>  and  ac<> 
knowledge  the  justice  of  the  punishment.  A  r4gbt 
honourable  gentleman  bad  denied-  that  the  punishment 
was  sufficiently  seirere.  This  was  not  to  be  argued  upon-— 
it  was  matter  of  feeling.  He  had  also  been  ehargea  with 
sophism,  and  a  blow  had  been  given  by  anticipation  to 
bills  now  pending,  and  in  the  success  of  which  he  ac* 
knowledged  he  kit  a  lively  interest.  The  principle  on 
which  they  had  been  founded  was  said  to  be  a  sophism^ 
*  but  he  felt  consoled  by  the  assurance  that  whatever  were 
their  merits  il^e  house  would  not  prejudge  Ibcm.  (Hear!) 
But  it  had  been  said  that  the  punishment  for  contumely y- 
wa»  a  punishment  for  an  oflSsnce  in  addition  to  the  first, 
and  that  it  was  in  Mr.  Joned*s  power,  to  terminate  that 

Sunishmcnt.    There  was  a  law  once  very  prevalent  in. 
ifFerent  parts  of  the  Continent,  and  he  believed  now  ex- 
isting in  some  countries,  that  no  malefactor  condemned 
for  a  capital  oiTence  should  be  executed  before  he  had 
confessed  his  crime,  and  this  confession  was  extorted  by 
the  torture  rack.     The  cases  of  Clavering  and  Sandon 
bad  been  relied  upon,  but  they  really' appeared  as  cases' 
that  ought  to  have  been  cited,  in  order  to  shew  the  injus- 
tice of  such  a  rule— -Sandon  was  committed^  for  prevari-^ 
cation  of  a  very  gross  and  wanton  nature — the  other  was 
committed  for  prevarication,  by  no  means  so  aggravated. 
Sandon  sent  in  an  abject  petition,  acknowledging  his- 
guilt,  and  was  forthwith  discharged;  the  other  continued* 
a  prisoner  the  whole  of  the  sessions,  rather  than  say  that 
be  was  conscious  of  prevarication.    He  might  plead  con- 
fusion of  understanding,  and  so  far  comparatively  redeem 
bis  character.   It  had  been  said,  that  the  punishment  was, 
afler  all,  limited,  as  he  must  be  enlarged  at  the  end  of  the 
sessions  ;  but  this  meant  rather  that  their  power  was  li-* 
raited,  not  the  punishment,  for  the  king  was  not  bound 
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to  prorogue  apailiinnant,  9rid  thus  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject was  transrerred  to  the  power  of  the  crown,  and  was 
that  a  state  in  which'  the  criminal  jurisdiction  of  that 
house  ought  to  remain?  He  cpfcicludcd  by. a  solemn  de- 
claration, that  if  he  were  in  the  situation  of  Mr.  John 
iGale  Jones,  he  would  sacrifice  his  liberty,  highly  as  Be 
valued  it,  before  it  would  consent  to  purchase  it  by  a  pi- 
tiful retractatidn  of  his  real  sentiments,  compromising  his 
'character,  and  violating  his  integrity. 

The  house  then  divided  on  Sir  Samuel  Romilly's  mo- 
tion, for  the  enlargement  of  Mr.  Gale  Jones. 

Ayes  -  -  112 

Noes  m  -  160 

Majority  48 
Upon  re-admission  to  the  gallery  we  fodnd  Mr. 
-  Walrace  on  his  legs.  He  stated,  that  he' had,  since  He 
first  adverted  to  the  subjiect,  found  that  in  the  newspaper 
in  which  a  misrepresentation  of  an  honourable  baronet 
(Sir  J.  Anstruther)  had  tdken  place,  a  subseqil^nt  volun- 
tary apology  was  made,  highly  creditable  to  the  editor  qf 
that  journal. 

Sir  J.  Anstruther  stafedythvit  the  subject  was  mentioned 
without  his  consent. 

'  Mr.  Wharton  after  some  prefatory  observations  moved 
that  a  sum  not  exceeding  548,461/.  be  voted  towards 
thie  barrack  department,  wbich,  after  some  remarks  from 
Mr.  Parnell,  Mr.  Whitbrcad,  and  Colonel  Wardle,  upon, 
the  arrears  of  General  De  Lancey  and  the  expences  of  thf^ 
commission  in  his  case,  w^re  agreed  to. 

The  sum  of  1,050,000/.  was  then  moved  ibr  the  com- 
ihissariat  expences  of  th^  current  year. — Agreed  to. — ^Ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

* 

TUESDAY.  APaiL  17. 
CBUELTT  TO  ANIMALS. 

Lord  Erskine  presented  a  bill  on  this  subject  similar  to 
thAt  which  passed  the  lords  last  session,  with  tire  addition 
of  a  clause,  making  the  rewafd  of  the  informer  depend  oii 
fbe  ^roof  of  the  cruelty  practised  being  malicious  and 
wanton.    The  bill  was  read  the  first  time. — ^Adjourncd^ 
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^j    iLord.  Coc1)ra«e  brougl^t.up  Irbe.  p^titipnof.l^r^^fiirs 
,  ^  of  "^estiuinster,  on  that  day  assemUed  *m  fffiAOf^yvdj 
.joiia  moved  ihat  it  sliooid  lie  on  the  table*  •  i  ^  ...  t 

I  \ .  The  following  is  a  copy  o(  tlie.  petition  :— 

'  To  (he  honourable  the  commons  of  ibo  unUed  kingdom 
^Qf.fiTf9i  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  parlia^joeat  /assembly,  * 
V.  The  petition  sfnd  remonstrance  of  the  inhabitant  hpm^« 
^/liolders  of  the  city  aad  liberties  of  Westminster,  assem- 
:  Wed  in  New  Palai^e-yard,  the  I7th  day  of.April  1810,  by 
4  the  apppuitment  of  Arthur  Morris,  Esq.  the  high  baili^, 
'  ill  pursuance  of  a  requisition  for  that  purpose, 

/we,  the  inhabitant  householders,  electpra  o|  the,- city 
^%nA  liberties  of  W-estminsler,  feei,  i^ost  ae^sibly^  th/e  iy- 
*  dignity  offered  to  this  city  in  the  person  of  ouv  beloyed  ^ 
^lepresentative^  whose .  letter  to  us  has  .faller^  undep  (,be 
^, censure  of  your  honourable  boii^e  ;  'but  which,  so..iar 
^from  deserving  that  censure,  ought*  in.QuropiuJQn,  to 
Jiaveled  your  honourable  house  to  reconsider. th/^^sphjept- 
>htch  he  had  so  ably,  leg:-1ly,  ^d  qphslit  at  tonally  dis« 
^cussed.    We  were  convinced  that  no  .one  om^IU  to  I;>e,prQ7 
'  ifccutor  and  juror,  judge,  6t  executioner  in  his  own  .cause; 
^jnnch  lefs  to  assume^  accumulate,  and  e;s:erc*ise  all  those 
'  offices  ift  his  own  person..  We  , arc  convinced  that  the 
yjrefnsal  of  your  honqurable  house  to  inquire  \n(o  thQ  pour 
•duct  of  Lord  Castlere^gh  and  Mr.Peicevol,  then  two  of 
,)iis  ranjesty's  ministers,,  wlipn  distinctly  ^charged  with  the 
'.^le  of  a  sent  iu  your  honoprablc  house,    evidence  of. 
.which  was  offered  at  the  bar  bv  a  member  of  your  hpnour- 
able  house ;  and  the  avowal  in  your  honourablp  house^    - 
/^  that  such  practices  were  as  notorious  as  the  sun  at  noon- 
"day,'*  practices,.at  the  bare  mefitiiin  of  >vhich,  the  Speaker 
declared,  (hat  our  ancestors  would  have  startled  with  in- 
dignation ;  and  the  committal  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  ip 
prison,  enforced  by  military  power;   are  circumstance^ 
Ivhich  render  evident  the  imperious  necessity  of  an  imme^ 
^iate  reform  in  the  representation  of  the  people.   .  ^0 
therefore  most  earnestly  call  upon  your  honourable  bousi^ 
to  restore  (o  us  our  representative  ;  and,,  according  to  the 
Tiofice  be  has  given,  to  take  the  state  of  the  repre^entaliou 
'pf  the  people  into  your  serious  coiigideratipu ;  a  rcfbr^lp 


vbich,  i«i  in  our  opinion^  the  only  mettos  of  preser?iii^ 
the  pimple  from  tnilitarj  despotism. 

The  nonoitrable  Mr.  Ward  could,  not  consent  io  the  re* 
•cepfton  of  what  he  considered  a  gross  and  glaring  viola* 
lion  of  the  "dignity  of  that  h'^use.  (ffear^  hear  I)  He 
chiefly  objectetl  to  the  wording  of  the  pdition,  and  thought 
the  intrbfhiction  of  the  terra  *'  remonstrance^*  particularly 
indecorous.  He  trusted  that  the  petition  would  be  uaani^ 
inously  rejected  by  the  house. 

.  Mr.  Curwen  also  objected  to  the  language  of  the  pe(& 
tion,  but  thought  it  ought  not  on  that  account  to  be  re- 
jected altogether.  Perhaps  the  best  way  would  be  to  have 
It  for  the  present  withdrawn,  in  order  that  after  it  had 
heeti  subjected  to  the  revision  of  the  petitioners^  it  might 
be  asrain  presented  in  less  objectionable  terms. 

JUr.  Whithrfad  was  exceedingly  sorry  that  any  objec 
tion  whatever  had  been  raised  to  the  reception  of  the  peti* 
tion.  He  wishe<l  to  have  heard  (he  opinion  of  the  Cban« 
cetlor  of  the  Exchequer  on  th^  subject  before  he  gave  hii 
own  ;  but  stilllie  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  though 
he  objected  to  many  of  the  phrases  in'  which  the  petition 
was  couched,  yet  if  the  house  on  that  account  rtjected  it^ 
they  would  be  led  into  a  mo^t  violent  act.  The  petition 
proceeded  from  a  meeting  highly  respectable,  convenea 
according  to  law,  and  conducted  in  the  most  orderly  man^ 
ner.  The  grounds,  therefore,  of  its  rejection  should  not 
be  slight.  {Hear !)  An  objection  had  been  made  to  the 
introQUCtioR  of  the  word  ^  remonstrance,*  but  the  wordl 
itself  conveyed  no  indignity ;  it  was  used  in  every  peti- 
tion to  the  crown,  and  such  petition  was  never  objected 
to  on  that  account.  The  electors  of  Westminster  was  in- 
dignant at  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  one  of  their  re^ 
presentatives  for-what  they  considered  an  ^\  able,  legal^ 
and  constitutional' argument:*'  so  far  it  was  with  them  a 
matter  of  opinion,  and  they  had  a  right  to  express  their 
opinion.  As  to  the  other  point  of  their  complaint — the 
flcqtuttal  of  Mr.  Perceval  and  Lord  Castlereagh^that  also, 
as  it  appeared  on  the  minutes  of  tfaar  house,  they  had  ti 
right  to  comment  on  \  aad  still  mor^  had  they  a  right  tct 
Apiess  their  concurrence  in  the  opinions  so  ably  expre$iBe(l 
by  the  Speaker,  to  the  great  instruction  of  the  bodse,  and 
delight  of  the  country,  and  which  they  might  have  seeit 
ibithfttlly  reported  to  the  nafidn  in  the  tery  phrasei  Iflt 
^bicfa  they  were  utleml^    Witti  ves^eoC  i0  the  adde  iriT 
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executing  the  Speal^er's  wanUnt,  after  M  that  had  pass^, 

lie  did  not  wonder  (bat  doubts  existed  on  the  siibjedt. 

"Watsii  surprizing,  nffcr  the  very  artibig^uous  opinion  of 

the  Atlorney«general  ?  Was  it  siirprisin^  that,  iwiahin^  t» 

ihcy  did,  for  reformation,  thejr  should  be  indignant  at 

the  imprisonment,  and  pray  for  the  release  of  the  £rn?at 

Vrfaampion  of  that  reformation  ?  Was  it  8urprictii|if  that 

fhey  should  be  incensed  at  the  conduct  of  government  in 

not  callinfi;  out  the  civil  pQwer  until  they  had  .the  mtli* 

.tary  to -march  by  thvir  side?    (Ilear^  hear!)    AVas  it 

surprizing  that  tney  should  say  sedts  in  that  bouse  wehe 

bought  and  sold  like  cattle  in  a  fair,  when  the  assertion 

had  been  made  even  in  that  house  and  not  denied  ?    The 

house,  indeed,  admitted  the  tiict^  but  disdained  the  impu^^ 

Mian;  they  Uved  the  treason,  but  were  indignant  al 

'  foeit^  calledf  traitor  i    (Hear^  hear!)   The  sulistance  of 

the  petition  then  could  not  be  objected  to,  and  surely  it 

ought  not  to  be  rejected  on  account  merely  of  the  terms 

in  which  it  was  conveyed*    That  might,  hereafter,  be  « 

cause  for  not  acceding  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  but 

it  could  be  no  ground  for  refusing  it  leave^  to  lie  on  the 

table.    Jhe  Speaker  bad,  on  a  former  occasion,  mngnt- 

ficently  said,  that  the  doors  of  that  house  ought  to  be 

thrown  open  to  the  peltlions  of  the  people  ;   but  if  this 

'petition  was  now  fefused,  that  house  might  be  said  to  be 

shut  agaifist  them ;    it  would  be,    indeed,  tin  act  most 

violent  against  the  people.    In  one  point  of  tlie  present 

}>etition  he  particularly  concurred,  the  prayer  for  a  re- 
brm ;    it  was,    indeed,   become  highly  essential ;    the  ^ 
country  desired  it,  and  the  house  needed  it.     (Hear^ 
hear  /)  • 

I%e  ChanceDar^of  the  jExcA^^^fwrr  thought  there  was 
much  of  the  language  in  the  petition  which  ought  to  haw 
been  omitted,  and  which  %vas  certainly  calcniated  to  pro- 
duce very  strong  emotions  in  the  breasts  of  those  to  whom 
it  was  addressed.  There  were  some  cases,  however,  in 
which  the  forbearance  of  the  house  might  be  most  pru- 
dently exerciRod,  and  in  his  opinion  thia  was  one  of  them. 
(Htar^  hear !)  Such  was  also  the  case  f>f  Mr.  Home 
Tooke,  which  had  been  referred  to.  There  was  no  doubt 
there  were  many  expressions  in  the  present  petition,  which 
(he  bouse  fnight  notice,  if  they  were  captiously  inclined  ; 
be  thought,  however,  it  would  be  the  wisest  plan  to  past 
them  over.    There  was  na  dpuli^  their  constituents  bad  # 
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fight  (x»d  had  exei cited  that  rigkt)  to  ask  or  rerlew  of  ^ 
measure  ivbich  had  passed. with  a  view  to  «  refbrfo;  ThM 
were  now  then  only  acting  on  a  Sormex  precedent.  Her 
hoped  gentlemen  would  give  him  cradit  now  for  speaking 
his  rcalaentiments,  wien  he  said  that  he  thought  the  po-, 
tition  ought  to  be  received.  (Jleary  hear  0  The  expres^ 
sion  to  which  he  had  most  objection  was  that  in  whicit 
they  reprobated  the  decision  of  the  house ;  butstill  ho 
did  not  think  even  that  would  warrant  the  total  rejectiofi 
of  tlie  petition.  He  would,  however,  act  very  diiEnrentlr 
if  be  supposed  the  petition  did  not  contain  (heir  reaf  sentw 
menls,  but  was  merely  intended  as  a  vechiole  of  abuse.    ; 

Mt.  Pomonhjf  did  not  think  the  petition  containecl 
matter  which  called  for  its  rejection.  The  constituei|t 
often  petitioned  even  against  an  actofperltantent;  and 
^  why  should  he  be  now  condemned  for  Detitiooing  against 
a  decision  of  a  separate  branch  of  the  legislature?  The 
language  of  the  petition  was,  no  doubt,  in  some  degree  re* 
prebedsible ;  but  still  that  was,  in  his  opinion',  npt  sufli« 
cient  cause  for  its.  rejection.  -  '  .  * 

Mr.  Canning,  though  his  opinion  was  opposite  to  that 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  opened  the  debate^  yet 

Jave  him  credit  for  the  spirit  and  propriety  with  whioh 
e  brought  it  forward.  Whatever  form  the  question 
might  hereafter  take,  good  must  hayc  been  done  by  tho 
discussion*  On  Ippkiog  over  the  petition,  it  was  obvious 
that  one  of  its  objects  was  to  provoke  something  of  that 
kind  of  remark  which  had  been;  made,  and  \lfhi  ibe 
drawers  up  of  the  paper  were  trying  their  ingenuity  bW 
tlose  tbey  might  run  to  actual  insult.  But  if  this  peti- 
tion were  thrown  out,  the  consequence  would  be,  that 
another  would  be  presented,  contai^tng  insult  eqmlly 
strone^  but  more  deztreusly  concealed.  Then  the  Imiifo 
miffhl  be  brought  into  the  dilemma  of  having  received  one 
and  rejected  another,  while  both  contained  the  same  mat- 
ter. The  word  *  remonstmnce,*  of  which  so  much  bad 
been  said,  appeared  to  him  not  worth  consideriAg:  the 
only,  pbmse  which  really  seemed  obnoxious  was,  taat  in 
which  it  was  said  that  the  house  offered  an  indignity  to 
any  class  of  the  people.  This  was  not  true,  and  theiei- 
fow  not  fit  to.be  introdaced  into  a  petition;  notwithstand- 
ing which,  he  thous^ht,  from  the  reasons  already  gives^ 
■it  might  be  peonitlea  to  lie  on  the  table* 
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dij^iity  wa<)  not  spoken  of  in  the  petition  as  arisingfOff  i  , 
My  act  of  the  liouse.  .It  xoif^M  W^ponstrued  iuto  the 
node  of  arrest,  executed  by  the  Scrjeaut  at  Arin^^^pn  ^f 
Fmiicii  BtuHM.     He  (Mr.  Smith) ^re  the  honourt^lo 
gennlciMirfllfr.  Ward),  whoopenedihcdebrttQ^sulBcicut^' 
cr^it  for  bis  firmness ;  but  the  highest  credit. for  wisdbru'^  . 
Itnd  moderation  was  to  be  given  to  the  tivo  honourable  . 
vimbers  (Messrs.  Ponsonby  and  Whilbread),  who  sup- 
ported the**  r^bt  c^the' petition  to  fie  received.     In  (He 
condiici  of  toe  house  there  was  ranch  room  for  praise  on  . 
|he  pwaent  occasion.    They  had  shewed  themselves  oot  . 
afraid*  of  beiii^  thoog^hi  coM^rds:  they  had  now  acted  in  : 
a  iHKHKier,  which  it  was  to  be  regictted  they  bad  not  '. 
pdppted  ill  certain  late  instances.^  It  was  by  the  exercise  .. 
of  ido^sMtioil  and  firmness  that  they  were  to  renew  they 
connexion  which  ought  to  subsist  between  (he  hoiise  and 
tbbp^ple^    A  few  acts  pf  this  kind  would  ^o  faribcc 
tban  any  «xerciftB  of  doubtful  authority*  ./  i  . 

•  <Mr*  Wkkbrtad  said,'  that  he  did  not  conceive  tbe  word  ; 
f^-fiidi|jtrtify)**tohave  been  applied  to  the  preceedings  of* 
thiB  boiise;  yet  he  wiihed  it  to  b(i  understood,  thaterea  ' 
if  it  had  baoii  so  applied,  it  could  not,  in'  hi$  mind,  have 
mflfeotdd  tbo  right  eithe  ^petition  to  lie  on  thetabla^  .    , 

The  question  on  its  r^cepiion  was  tfado  put  andxarricd  ^ 
witlmit  a  division.  *    .    ;      - 

The  petilfon  Has  received,  and,  ord^ed  to  lie.  on  the 

•  Th€  SfMaker  read  a  notice  oTIe^t  proceeding  against . 
iuoi^  in  the  «anie#f  Sir  Francis  BurdtMt,    This  paper  dif-  \ 
fernd  Irom  that  which  had  been  before  toad  from  the 
chaify  only  in  (<s  fin"  as  w<s  eonid  ascertain)  the  name  of ' 
4b«  pafish  in  which  Sis  Francis's  house  stands.     •     .  . 

V  Tk0  CkameUor  of  ike  Exchequer  wished  members  to 
(CQqsidery  previously  to  the  discussion  connected  with  the 
n^pe  just  read,  whether  a  violation  of  their  pri^ileg^*. 
waa  not  involved  in  those  proceedings?.    The  act  of  the/- 
Speaker  was  the  act  of  the  house ;  and  the  question  mighjtv 
cone^  wMhet  the  interfinreace  of  any  external  authority: t 
with  an  act  done  in  the  house,  was  not  an  iafractipnrof 
)he  bill  of  rij^hts. 

Mr.  Whitbread  thought,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excbaf. 
cver'^s  view  of  the   bill  of  rights  as  erroneous  as  Mn  . 


and' k  was  of  i^tte'  )i&eitiy  o(h^t  act  of  an/  ot^cr  bod  j  ; 


"    '    •'♦''  '  '   idftD'CHAtHAW.' 


^  • 


}\tn,fVkitbreai  fished  to' ask  < be  Chancellor, of  iWi 
/  Exchequer*  o>)e  Question.  The  mat{er  of  (lis  qneftUon  #av;  :^ 
sa'strange  and  doubtfal  to  hunself^  that  he  alm^st^adled  ' 
it  now  onl;  io  have  it  denied.  Jjoid^  ChaM>ani|  as  the  na**?. 
tibn  had  l)eeo  given  to  x^ndfij^ndj  haci  i^sigwctliis  plaoe  ;-: 
about  (wo  months  ago;  but  it  was  whispered  that  the  in*  :: 
signet  Ton  w«is  a  feint ;  that  he  still  held  the  office  of  mas* 
ter-gcneral  of  tha  ordnance;  that  be  still  possessed  the 
]>atrona|]^e;  and,  moreover,  that  ^e  atill  CoiidespendedjtQ: 
receive  tne'salarj.  Was  this  monstrous  storjr.tfue?.  CoaUL 
it  tie'trb^  ?  He  (Mr.  Whitbread]  was  ansiious^  absolutely. 
linxiods,  for  the  credit  of  th^  miniiiitiy}  tQ  have.it  imawM-  v 
ed  in  the  negative.  .» 

ne  piancetlor  of  the  flxcheqy^  ^t^e^  tb4t|  L^rd  < 
Chatha[m  still  held  his  place.    Tiil  bis  patent  ijFas  revQkfi  ' 
ed,  it  was  his  duty  to  retain  it  \  and  the  patent  ttas  AM 
to  be  "revoked  in  places  so  circuiki^fanced,  uajlil  tlipaph 
pointment  of  a  successor.     The  .wfig.lj^ty  business  whicl||. : 
Occupird  government  ip^ht  account  for  that  imccos^r^s 
not  having  been  appoti^^j.  b^t)lA)rd.C^$thai^ 
assist  at  the  cabinet.    ^       ,  .-  .»         .^  .  ' 

Mr.  ^Vhitbrehd  was    astonished    at    this   discoverjr^v*' 
What!  was  this  great  d^i^lusi^M  i^  be.nractised  on  iKe 
.  people  of  England?    A  man  resigned  nis  place  to  tbe^^ 
xing  (this  was  the  statement  of  mivistei;s};  |i^  tbtfB  viA- 
drew  from  the  publicitjr  ff  ^^hi;  situ^ioo ;  but  bow  ^m  . 
Iliis  accomplished  ?    fij.  a  Ji^p,  deIu$ioQ.    For  wbfo  tlieC^ 
ininister^  gave  the  country  to  ynderstai^d  that  Lord Chat« 
ham 'had*  retired^  the  pontr^iy  was  the  trutlu    Themiit: 
nister  had  not  been  without  opportunities  of  elearinc  atp 
this  point ;  fbr  on  being  askedf  if  the  place  was  fiUecT upy 
his  cdnstairt  answer  was,  that  govprument  intended  to  fill/ 
it  up  as  soon  as  possible,  thereby  plainly  intinnating  that 
it  was  vacant.    Was  this  to  be  sheltered  under  the  pre* 
text  of  a  patent  place  ?    The  ^uestipa  h^d  not  been  wfae^ 
tlief  Lord  Chatham  was  a  cabmet  minister^  but  whether 
iie  was  master-general  of  the  ordnance.    If  his  lemovt^ 
bad  not  been  perfectly  understood,  an  addresn  would  fa4ve 
been. moved  to  displace  him.    There  was  one  more  ((ucs* 
'  tion^  that  be  only  required  to  have  hb  full  appetite  fur 


^—drtr  MisficU.    Did  Lord  Ghfttfaaooi  CM^nue  to  re« 

Qcm  his  taliiry  i 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  professed  that  he 
ipould  not  be  certain  on  ibe  jiaiDt,  as  it  was  not  within  his 

•    Mr.  A.  Cooper  admitted^  that  he  bad'receimlluata* 
hty  up  to  the  last  quarter.    Adjoamed. 


nOUS£   OF   COMMONS. 

VEDNESDAY.  APRIL  18. 
AMERICAN    NkCOTlATIOir. 

Jfr,  Canning  rose  to  put  a  question  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  on  (he  oppo^afe  bench  (Mr.  Wbitbread)  ru* 
•prdtng  our  transactions  with  America.  It  would  be  le* 
collected,  that  obsprvafions  had  Wen  made  lending  to 
intinuitc  Ijtat  be.(Mr*  Canning)  bad  actualljr  io^  a^lle 
before  that  bouse,  and  in  the  face  of  (be  world,  with  re^ 
gard  to  the  instructions  which  lie,  when  in  office^hacl 
giTen  to  Mr.  Erhkine.  The  papers  which  served  fully  to 
dacidate  this  subject  had  been  now  nearly  two  muntlia 
Before  the  house,  and  no  proceeding  was  taken  in  pur* 
gnance  of  the  object,  with  a  view  to  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  calka  for  those  papers.  He  therefore  thought 
il  necessary  to  ask^  .after  such  a  public  imputation  as  ha 
bad  alluded  to,  had  faaen  cast  upon  his  character^wb'o^ 
tber  the  honourable  gentleman  laeant  to  bring  forward 
any  motion  upon  this  question^  and  at  what  time  he  would 
feel  it  convenient  io  do  so. 

Mr.  IFAAArf  ad  stated,  that  in  consequence  of  the  prea* 
sure  of  nubile  business  forsome  time  back,  he  had  not  vet 
boeo  able  to  read  the  papers  alluded  to  by  the  right  no# 
nourabie  gentleman,  fint  he  would  take  care  to  examine 
them,  in  the  course  of  the  recess,  and  if  they  did  not  servo 
to  dislodge  the  impression  he  had  been  induced  to  enter- 
tain upon  this  subject,  he  should  certainly  feel  it  his  duty 
to  submit  a  motion  to  the  house  respecting  it. 

Jtfr.  Canning  expressed  a  hope  that  the  right  hoooyuiw 
able  gentleman  would  either  bring  the  matter  under  dta* 
Cnssion,  or  state  his  reasons  for  declining  it,  so  thatlho 
hitimation,  of  which  he  had  reason  to  complain,,  should 
pot  remain  uncontradicted. 

Mr»  ^hitbiead  replied^  ><  Undoubtedly^'-r^And  added^. 


f   — 


e 


Umt  he  feU'himelf.bound  laapolojjrtxe  to  the  ri^t  faomnMM 
able  gentleman  for  the  delay  wbich  bad  already.  tidcaQ 
place  upon  this  subject.  ^ 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ahercrombie)  a  retum  was  01^ 
dered  to  be  laid  before  the  house  with  regard  to  thecal 
«iiiiltie;i  iu  the  army,  frooi  the  close  of  tlie  year  1800^  to 
the  latest  period  at  which  the  same  o»old. be  made  aut«(  ^  v 

THE  LATE  BISTUaBANCES.  " 

'  Ixivd  Ossutston  rose  to  put  a  question  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  home  department,  witJi  respect  to  a  sub- 
ject which  considerably  ao^iiatcd  the  public  mind*  He 
saw  in  the  newspapers  a  proclamation,  offtiring  a  reward 
for  the  discovery  and  apprehension  of  persons  alledged  to 
have  fired  at  some  of  the  military  in  the  course  of  the  lalf 
disturbances :  and  he  saw  also  the  report  of  a  coroner's  in« 
quebt,  who  haid  found  a  verdict  of  ^'  wilfkl  murder  ayaijut 
a  life  guardsman  unknown."  Now  he  wislied  to  kaow^ 
whether  it  was  intended  to  issue  a  proclamation,  and  whoi* 
thcr  it  was  in.  the  contemplation  of  gorernment  totakip 
any  steps  towards  discovering*  the  ofiender,  whom,  he  oaf- 
derstood,  it  could  not  be  difEcult  to  find  out^  as  he  was 
one  of  a  rear  guard,  consisting  of  only  six  penons. 

Mr*  Ryder  admitted,  that  if  the  concluding  statement 
of  the  nd>le  lord  were  correct,  there  could  of  ooune  be 
little  difiiculty  in  discovering  the  (deader  alluded  to^  if 
offender  there  weie.  His  majesty *t.  ministers  had  no 
doubt  instituted  an  inquiry^  as  their  duty  prescribed,  into 
all  the  circumstances  ooanectedwith  thec^mdoctof the 
soldiery  and  the  populace  during  the  tamult,  and  he 
42nabled  to  state,  that  there  was  00  instance  in  oar 
where  it  was  tbund  necessary  to  collect  .the- tropps,  is 
wliich  the  forbearance  and  moderatien  of  the  sotdierj 
was  so  remarkable  j  while  they  were  not  only  pelted  by  the 
populace  with  stones  and  mud,  but  actually  fired  upon* 
This  moderation  was,  indeed,  not  only  manifissted  daring 
the  period  in  which  the  aVmy  were  engaged  in  Piccadilly^ 
but  upon  the  Monday  when  the  prisoner  was  conveyed 
to  the  Tower.  Such  was  the  result  of  4he  inquiry  which 
bi»  majCikty's  ministers,  had  instituted.  As  to  the  patti* 
calar  event  adverted  to,  he  was  assured  that  no  shot  was 
fired  by  a  soldier,^  until  several  shots  were  fired  from  the 
same  place  to  which  the  fatal  shot  was  directed.  Undee 
^ese  circnmstaaces  it  could  not  be  expected  that  gojfeuit 
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ttiOTt  «tiottld  iBtue^fce  proelMmMMi  leqnifei  by  Hke  noMe 
•lofd ;  nor  did  be  think)  luilart*  a  diffi^retit  irentAi  t hbnM 
appear  from  farUier  inquiry,  it  amlkr  tie  comiktent  ififk 
its  dnty  to  iMtie  any* 

Mr.  Whitbmod  agreed  with  the  rtprht  bonoumble  gen* 
tleman,  that  the  conduct  of  the  soldiery  had  brenV^ 
exemplary;  but  did  that  rip^fat  blonoaniMe  genciediM 
mean  to  say,  standinsr  in  that  hoase  as  a  minikter-r 

Here  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose  to  order, 
obserTtng,  that  as  there  was  no'  question  fieftvre  the  house, 
the  honourable  member  was  not  warranted  in  procecdin<^ 
farther.  He  had  no  objection  whatever  to  a  discussion  of 
the  case  refsrred  f o,  but  he  felt  the  impropriety  of  allow* 
ing  a  speech  to  be  made,  and  to  go  forth  without  any 
answer*  •  - 

The  Speaker  remarked  upon  the  point  of  order,  that  ii 
was  deemed  generally  inconvenient  to  the^  house  to  er« 
4end  a  conversation  of  thb  nature,  beyond  the  mere  an«> 
awer  to  the  question  proposed.  If  it  Were  desired  to  carry 
the  subject,  farther;'  the  practice  was  acoordini^  to  the 
custom  of  the  bouse  to  ji^ve  notice  of  a  motion.  He 
iN^ged  pardon  for  interrupting  the  honourable  member, 
but  being  appenlcd  to  on  the  score  of  ortler,  be  felt  it  bii 
dutv  to  s(a{c  bis  opinion. 

Mr.  Wkitbread^expre^itd  bis  resolatimr  fo  avail l^im* 
self  of  |iis  ri^ht  to  make  a  motion,  without  f^ivingany 
notice;  and  that  motion  would  be,  tbfft  the  vetdict  of  th6 
eovofler's  inquest  should  be  laid  before  the  boose,  fie 
was  really  much  aslouished  at  the  very  extraordinary 
doctrine  laid  down  by  the  ri^ht  honourable  gentleman. 
What,  did  the  rij^ht  bonouralile  gentleman  mean  to  assert 
thai  the  verdict  of  a  coroner's  inquest  was  not  deserving 
of  any  Investigation,  that  it  fornfed  no  ground  for  addi* 
tionaf  iribuiry,  that  no  step  should  be  taken  in  conse« 

Soence  or  it  ?  Was  it  not  due  to  the  cause  i»f  justice,  P» 
le  ledmgsof  tbepubRc,  tothecharacter  of  the  soldiery, 
«one  of  wiiom  was  accused  of  murder  by  this  verdict,  thair 
an  inquiry  should  fake  place?  Such  an  inquiry  indeed 
aeemed  peculiarly  due  to  the  vmdicntion  of  the  Uoti\ys  ; 
for  ontll  the  guilty  ludividual  was  discovered^  (he  wh<ri6 
body  was  liable  to  be  implicated  in  the  imputation  fliat 
Terdlct  conteyed ;  and  why  should  not  a  proclamatiotV: 
'be  issued  rn  order  to  faciliate  (bat  discovery  ^  But  iV  ap* 
/^ared  fross  the  stafement  of  bts  noble  fricod^  dnt  tberir 


A#»ii/ 18.]  .  -"  M9l.Att)  i>i9TirliBAiieBf.  531' 

jivas  Att  <^vtoQ8^  fueiKty't^aids  tliat  ^caveirr/'mthin 
llie'readi  of  miitbterly  'wHheut  any  |>roclama(ion'wbat« 
eroT  ?  Why  sboitid  not  such  a  facility  tberi  be  imme- 
i1  lately  resoited  to  ?  Surely  no  minister  woalcl  pretend  to 
disregard  the  verdict  of  a  coroner's  inquest,  to  assume  the 
right  of  a  graiMi  jury,  or  to  prevent  thnt  case  wiHch  a 
corOAdrV  inquiHst  pronounced  to  be  wilful  murder,  from 
bein<;  referred  to  a  jury  for  trial.  It  was  clearly  necessaty 
that  ihe  inquiry  should  be  followed  up  on  this  business^ 
fur  the  satisfactioo  of  the  public  and  the  soldiery.  If  it 
turned  out,  from  tliat  inquiry,  that  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  secretary  was  well  founded,  that  the  conduct  of 
the  troops  was  in  aH  instances  marked  by  forbearance  and 
moderation,  ami  tbui  sevemi  shots  were  fired  from  the 
plsice  where  this  murder  was  alledged  to  have  occurred, 
then  Ih^  inquiry  would  be  most  satisfiictor^;'  but  yet  it 
could  not  bo  a«^ued,  that  Socause  the  soldiery  in  genei^al 
behaved  weil,  the  murder  of  an  ittnocent  man  by  one  of 
those  soldiers,  ought  to  be  overlooked.  Such  an  infer-* 
•nce^one  cuuld  warcant  the  disposition  betrayed  by  the' 
doctrine  of  tho  right  bonourable  secretary,  and  therefore 
he  felt  -Ivimaelf  irresistiUy  ianpelled  at  oncd  to  oppose  it, 
l*berp^e  ipd«ed  be  was  nrg^  to  ffiat-  which  he  should 
be  otherwise  indisposed  lo  do,  if  ho  was  not  so  prcslised. 

The  Speaker  hoped  die  house  would  feel  that'  he  had 
done  no  more  tbatk  his  duty  in'  statins  the  usual  order  of 
the  house  upon  i|  case  of  tMs  nature;  9nd  on  any  future 
occnsiou  he  should  content  himself  with  merely  a  similar 
st^tem^nt,  kanvinji^  to  any  hanoorable  member  to  use  his 
own  discretion  afterwitrtls. 

Mr.  ^7/A6rciHf disclaimed  the  slightest  intention  of  fln(N 
ing  fault  with  the  coHduct  of  the  chair,  iitit  he  hoped  it 
would  be  remembered  that  his  coucluct  ^vas  not  without 
precedent ;  for  u  right  honoumble  gentleman  had,  not  Ion;; 
since,  ma<ie  a  motion  in  that  house,  at  a  l-ite  hour  of  the 
night,  witlu^ut  any  prevtofis  nofici*,  (it  which  lie  would 
himself  have  HttemlecJ,*  if  he  had  been  aware  of  the  inten- 
tion to  brinsT  it  forward. 

Mr.  Oi^wifijfconiprehendetl  the  nllus-ionof  tbehonour- 
aLle  member ;  hut  contended  th?tt  the  case  he  referred  to 
(a  roiG  approving  of  ilic  Spejiker's  conduct,  as  we  under- 
stood)! arose  out  of  ihe  discnssion  at  the  time  before  the 
house,  na(Ui}»d  no  analogy  whntever  to  the  manner  in  which 
tMf  honou«aM^  gtnilemau  had  brought  forwurd  this  mo* 
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iiott,  %liicb  motion  he  bbould  oppoie  6oIel^  Bpon  tliin 
jtroQad,  Ihat  beiojsr  introduced  ivilbouft  an^  previous  no* 
Uce>  it  took  the.btMive  by  surprise. 

Mr.  Ticrncy  Bupporictl  tJie  Oi>inioii of  IVfr.  Whitbread* 
Mr.  W*  Smtlh  llioiiglit  the  doctrtae  laid  down  by  the 
^cn^lary  ul  Stalo  radier  bafitily  haimrded,  and  ihat  he  was 
not  at  {dl  aware  of  i(8  tendency  •  The  verdict  of  a  coroner^ 
inquciit  iia«,  ii  would  be  rocollfctcd,  taken  on  oath,  and 
\rns  (bat  ihe  case  with  Uic  inquiry  instituted  and  conduct* 
nlby  the  rit^ht  honourable  secretary ;,  or  was  that  inquiry 
made  in  ()])en  coun  ? 

AIr»  i(yc/f r  K?»*asser<cd  his  former  declaration,  that  mi- 
nistcrs  saw  no  reason  to  alter  their  course  upon  this  subject. 
The  event  alluded  (o  had  occurred  many  days  ago.  Mi« 
},tihter<i  had  Ixvn  hincc  cu^n^ed  in  their  inquiries,  and  they 
did  not  iVel  il  their  duly  to  advise  bis  majesty  to  isMie  any 
procIaniiHioM  u|H>n  the  subject.  \V'hat  might  be  the  rc« 
suit  of  further  investigation  he  could  not  pretend  to  anti- 
cipate* The  iiquiry  \va$  still  going  ont  and  would  not 
teraiinatc  while  ao^v  facts  remained  to  elucidate,  or  any 
fMTospcct  of  new  iuiorniation  o&:red»  Such  being  tbe  in- 
tention ef  ^veranieiit,  he  saw  no  reasou  for  this  motion^ 
which,  however,  he  Bhould  oppose  because  the  manner  of 
its  introduction  was  contrary  to  the  uniform  recognized 
pra<^(ieeof  tlie  house*  «  ,  , 

Juord  Ossnlsf()7i  aduiitted  the  general  good  conduct  of 
the  sohiiery,  but  [ye  beg^ec.!  the  house  to  recollect,  that 
oneinpilending  indivi<lual  bad  (v.*en  murdered;  and  the 
good  coikIucI  of  thouHinds  was  no  atonement  for  that 
crime. .  • 

Mr.  JInnet/  Cowhe  >iated,  that  there  was  an  inquiry  in 
the  city  tlnit  cht} ,  in  cc>ns<*qu(ince  oC  an  unhappy  eveut 
aifuilar  to  that  under  consideration.  The  firing  of  the 
soUtiery  hail  hcen  pnulnctive  of  very  unfortunate  results 
io  that  quart<T  ;  but  in  stating  this  he  ^isheil  it  to  be  un« 
<h\rstood,  tliat  somctliing  niusi  be  allowed  far  prnvocations. 
There  were  undoubtedly  some  attacks  made  upon  the  soI« 
diery  in  the  city,  but  neillier  thcise  attacks,  nor  their  ge- 
neral moderatiun,  eouid  plead  for  such  a  crime  as  that  to 
^  which  the  motion  before  the  house  referred ;  and  there* 
fore  he  would  Rupp  »ri  it. 

Tbe  ihanccUor  of  ihe  Exchequer  thought  this  motion 
outi^ht  to  l)(*  rc^iste(l,  from  the  irregular  manner  in  which 
it  was  brout^hl  tor^sard  ;  and  particularly  because  thece 
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was  MntgetK^  fci  tfe '  cftso  -ttait'  crtfted  fhff  any  rf<f})ttr(fttii» 
from  the  umial  fbrmv  <if '  t^ie  ht)u^;'  Tib^o  whs  in  fh^t  ri^ 
object  in  view  which  couM  :not  beJawsworcd,  ^ithcMjttc^ 
sotiing  to  the  itteg^ltnity  complained  of,  to  v/b\6h  frte- 
gUlatify  the  hoWofiraWe  inovfer  scemi^d  to  haVe  hccit 
prortrpted  solely  from  h  dcsiife  to  rrtake  ji  s(>oech*  •  Bai^^ 
if  thecofldnct  of  the  hononrablem^mter  wt?re  HMnctioh(>*,* 
any  other  member  might  take  the  same  coui-^icv  a>i(t  thrt 
faonse  must  be  aware  of  the  inconvrnienc^  to  which  suctf 
a  practice  would  lead.  There  were  olhcr  rcas'oifii  ufjoh 
which  he  woald  oppose  the  lioiiourable  member's  rnotiof). 
HeconceiTed  it  (antamonnt  (o  a  call  upon  the'hou^e  to 
interfere  with  the  cxcculive  authority,  and  wtih  the  otrfr- 
nary  administration  of  justice  ia  a  very  fmpropef  manner. 
Govemmeitt  were  already  occupitKl  ill  inqniriii<|^  into  this 
subject,  and  on  what  ground  couid  that  house  interpose^ 
unless  upon  that  of  a  suspicion:  that  govermnein  w^  not 
doing  its  duty?  His  right  honourable  frii'nd  dad  itn\f 
^ted  the  result  of  the  inquiry  so  far  as  it  had"  gone,  Uild 
that  certainly  did  not  appear  such  a  special  case  as  would 
justify  the  issuing  of  a  special  proclamation;  To  fheg^ 
lie'ral  abstinence  and  moaeration  of  the  soldiery,. his  right 
honourable  friend  had  very  justly  home  testimony,  atrtd 
in  no  direction  was  that  moderation  more  proved  than  in 
the  very  place,  or  its  vicinity,  \*hcre  the  shot  was  fired 
which  produced  the  murder  alluded-  to.  He  undnr^ood, 
indeed,  that  from  the  very  alley  where  the  death  took 
placis  the  military  were  more  anrH>y'ed  by  brick-bats  and 
mud,  &c.  than  from  any  other  place,  because  the  cavalry 
could  not  enter  or  even  approach  k.  But  there  was  an 
ofiRcer  present  in  the  hou^e  who  was  en  duty  at  the  time, 
and  who  had  it  in  his  power  to  state  the  partrculars#  %  » 
Captain  Agar^  without  meaning  to  offer  any  opinion 
upon  the  motion  before  the  bouse,  thought  it  his  du€y  to 
state  what  he  kn^  from  having  been  on  the  spot  inthe 
performance  of  his  military  duly,  and  he  could  a^nre  the 
house  that  the  event  which  gave  rise  to  this  cKscussion, 
occasioned  the  utmost  pain  to  the  feelitrurs  of  both  Uie 
civil  and  military  who  witnessed  it.  Indeed,  he  knew 
well  how  much  it  aflBicted  the  milifnry.  B\il  the  feet 
was,  that  from  the  alley  alluded  fo,  wjiirh  was  near  St. 
James's  church,  the  military  roceivod  Urn  utn^ost  annoy- 
ancCf  Indeed,  above  fifteen  or  twenty  shots  (by  one  of 
which  a  soldier  was  wounded  in  the  ami)  were  fired  from 


that  ilioecUdii  befoiQ  the  soUierj  •  v«ni  even  allowed  4o 
load.  To  tbiS)  not  only  be^  but  seFeral  otkecs,  amovg 
vffiom  vm  tho  cCjril  magistrals,  cmitd  bear  tcsttmoD^^' 
H^  thought  it  right  to  ackl,  that  the  noble  livrd  was  mis- 
taijien  in  speaking  of  a  rear  ,guard-*-for  there  was  do  auch 
thing*  There  was  near  that  spot  a  large  detachment  of 
between  60  and  100  meiv;  us  to  five  or  six  persons  he 
could  not  answer  whether  so  many  might  not  have  beeii 
jBeparate  from  (he  main  body,  but  there  was  no  such  thini^ 
as.  a  sear  guard.  He  should  not  thtsn  furl  her  trespass  upon 
the  attention  of  the  house,  but  would  take  occasion  when 
the  case  caroe  to  be  specially  discussed  to  stale  hLs  sen* 
tioienls  more  fully,  and  hoped  tjie  house  would  be  so  good 
a^  to  hear,  him  with  patience. 

M(«   Whitbread   rose  and  was    proceeding  to  reply, 
^en 

Mr.  Croher  rose  to  order^  and  said  that  as  the  honour«- 
ajble  geatleraan  insisted  upon  strict  right  in  bringing  for«> 
^ard  a  mqtion  without  due   notice,   be   (Mr.  Croki^). 
ivould  press  the  strict  right  of  the  house,  which  prohibited 
that  hoi»ouFable  gentleman  from  replying, 
/  The. Speaker  was  of  a  diflisrent  opinion.     He  thought 
the  iBOTer  of  an  original  question  entitled  to  reply,  with 
tliis  pleasure  of  the  bouse. 

Mr.   IVhUbread  said,  that  if  it  was  the  object  of  the 
|iqnobrable gentleman  lo  imjieilehis speaking,  the  means 

Gtprted  to  would  not  have  answered  that  eBcT,  as  tt  woukl 
in  the  power  of  any  gentleman  i^  move  the  previous 
question,  which.  WQuld  open  the  debate  tp  him  and  every 
pthet  inem^r.  With  respect  to  tiie  first  speech  of  the 
{"Iglit  honourable  the  iSecretary  of  State,  he  had  been  pro* 
Yoked  by  the  doctrines  laid  doari)  in  that  speech  to  make 
the  observations  he  had  doae,  aad  when,  he  was  st<X|))H^ 
\sL  proceeding  in  those  observations:,  he  had  iia<l  nconrne 
to  that  mode  which  tjie  case  itM^fJustitied  him  in  resorting 
to,  inde|>endeut  of  such  interruption  ;  as  long  as  he  was  a 
hiembcr  of  parliament  a  case  had  not  before  occurred  4a 
which,  he  would  have  thought  it  m^ces^ary  io  rxercts^ 
that  discretion  till  that  d^y,  and  in  that  instance  he  Intd 
^C^ed  up  to  the  best  of  his  judgment;  the  occasions  4»f 
doing  so  can  be  but  very  rare.  With  respect  to  the^aV 
')anl  officer  under  the  g«illery ,  he  gave  him  and  his  hroilwlr 
Qfiiccrs  every  credit  tor  their  manly  and  judiciouB  forlKi»r- 
iipci^  and  moderation  in  |hts  recent  d.istui^Bces ;  still. 


V 


however,  it  was  tib  ngdsfdn/ If  among  h  tftouaand'oflfte'^ofc-'; 
diers,   with  the  ex^JejJtfeA  of  one  m»n,  ^<htey  had  all  coiii*'  ^ 
ducted  them^l^es  wUh  tertper^  and  thftt  th?it  one  mait'^ 
had  been  guilty  dfniwtd^fi  there  was  no  reason  why  thf(t'' 
one  man  shooH  escape  whh  impnmty.    He  asked  the^ 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  a!5  a  lawyer,  ?f  the  verdiot' ' 
of  a  Coroner's  ihq west  was  hot  sufficient  to  dispense  wHh.' 
the  sendincr  a  bill  before  a  i^nind  jury  ?  The  whole  of  the  - 
evidence  taken  before  an  inquest  was  tak^n  tipon  oath.  - 
He   thought   it   therefore   indispensable  that  this  man 
should  be  put  tipon  his  trial,     tie  would  ask  the  Ghaar 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,   if  be  or  any  of  his  cfoUeHguesf 
knew  who  this  man  was  ?  If  they  did,  ought  they  uotM  ' 
give  him  up  to  trial  ?  this  would  put  an  end  to  further- 
proceedings.     He  did  not  coraplahi  of  the  conduct  of  the 
soldiers  in  general;  on  the  contrary,  he  understood  fhat^ 
their  Conduct    and  moderation    had  beeii  praiseworthy; 
still,   however,  he.  would  say,  that  in  cases  ofay  great^ 
emergency^  the  \)eace  of  the  city  had  b^n  preserVM  bjF 
the  wisdom,  firmness,  and  clemaicy  ofSm  honourabfe' 
member  of  that  house,   the  then  chief  magistrate,  and  that^ 
without  calling  in  the  aid  off  the  military.     Under  all  the. 
circumstances  of  the  dase,  he  fdt  that  he  was  justified  in' 
making  the  motion  he  had  made,  and  that  he  could  not 
consistently  consenr  to  withdraw*  it.  '    ^ 

Mr.  M,  4'  VV/yoristated,  that  he  was  coming  down 
Sackville'Street  when  the  unfortunate  shot  was  fired.  The 
oartiuge  in  which  he  and  a  noble  friend  of  his  were  wai 
stopped  Hy  the  guards,  and  drrectcd  another  way,  as,  in 
consequence  of  the  excessive  tumult  of  the  populace,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  fire.  He  then  got  out  of  the  car- 
riage,  and  proceeded  towards  an  alley,  >yhen  he  heaVd  a^ 
pistol  discharged,  and  from  the  sound  of  the  report,  he 
had  no  dou^^t  tliat  it  had  been  charged  with  blank  car- 
tridge.  Shortly  after  he  heard  a  shot  from  a  musket,  and 
he  thought,  from  the  quarter  from  which  the  noise  issued^ 
that  the  shot  had  been  fired  frotn  some  window  in  the 
range  of  houses  opposite,  and  not  from  the  miliUiry  thch 
passing  ( I/ear ,  hearO  He  was  at  the  entrance  df  the 
alley,  and  on  hearir^g  the  shot,  and  observing  the  direc- 
tion, hcmadelhebestof  hiswaydown  the  alley.  (Jiaw^h.) 
He  hofjed  that  the  man  who  fired  the  fatal  shot,  if  any  of 
the  military  had  done  so,  would  surrender  himself  to  lus- 
tioe,  as;  under  mil  the  circumstances  of  the  c^e,  thcri 
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coald  be  liMk  doabC  that  he  woald  be  acquitted^  a  Biii 
ihhjnry.  (Hear!) 

Captain  Agar  observed)  that  a  question  had  been  pat 
(o  the  rij^ht  honourable  gentlemen  oppoaite,  whether  trtef 
knew  ^)io  the  man  was  that  fired  the  unfortunate  shot. 
lie  said  that  scveml  other  shots  had  been  fired,  and  he 
doabted  very  much  if  the  man  himself  who  firea  tlie  on* 
fortunate  shot  knew  that  he  had  fired  it.  It  was  also  to 
be  observed,  that  the  militarj  did  not  fire  till  ordered  by 
'  the  magistrates.  (Hearj  hear^  hear!) 

The  motion  was  than  negatived  without  a  diviston. 

CAPTAIIY  I^OSKETT's  PETITION'. 

Mr.  Lyttleton  rose  to  present  a  petition  from  a  Mr. 
^oskett)   a  captain  in  the    Idth  regiment  of  dragoons, 
praying  relief  from  the  pressure  of  severe  and  long  eon- 
tinued  grievances,  sufiered  by  him  in  consequence  of  that 
pedresB  naving  been  deferred  and  ultimately  denied  to  hint, 
to  which,  by  the  articles  of  war,  he  felt  himself  entitled. 
The  person  by  whom  the  petitioner  alleged  himself  to  lie 
in  the  first  instance,  and  principally  acrgrieved,  was  the 
cfolonel  of  the  regiment,  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland ;  and  a  fnrther  allegation  was,  that  the  peti^ 
tioner  had  been  obstructed  in  his  due  courso  of  seeking  for 
liis  remedy  against  such  alledged  grievances,  and  that  such 
obstruction  was  in  direct  violation  of  an  article  of  v.nr, 
^bich  article  left  no  discretion  in  the  commander-Tii-chief, 
-    but  to  forward  the  complaint  and  lay  it  before  his  mn  jrsty, . 
t)iking  his  majesty's  pleasure  thereupon,  and  acting  ac- 
cordingly.    Now,  wUh  rrApect  to  thr  statement  of  fact, 
contained  in  that  pt*tt1ion,  'hc(!VIr.  T/ytt1rtnn)  would  not 
assume  that  statement  to  be  tvue.     He  would  not  say  that 
the   commandcr-in-chii'f  had  actunlly  giv«'n  the  refusal 
complained  of.     He  bad,  however,  felt  it  his  duty  to  pre- 
sent the  petition,  and  if  the  house  should  think  proper  to 
receiviB  it  (and  he  was  not  aware  of  any  opposition  to  be 
made  to  it),  hn  should  follow  up  tlnii  moiiou  with  surh 
ulterior  proccedinsj  as  miii^ht  best  »»uit  fhc  i^cnrral  wishers 
of  the  house.     He  should  he  glad  io  b<:  cnat)led  to  asrcr- 
t:iin  those  wishes,  and  to  act  aoconliuir  to  ihcni ;  or  if  the 
mode  for  obtaining  thenxiress  sioui2;ht  fur,  adopted  aulu 
scquoudy  by  him,  should  not  beapiirived  of,  he  would 
be  Hilling  to  acquit  see  in  any  other  that  might  be  gcne^ 
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rdlyr  thqugbt  less  exceptionable.  He  ibea  moved  tbat  the 
peUiioii  be  brought  up^ 

*  Genefd  Craufurd  said,  that  he  must  positirelj  protest 
against  sttch-a  petUioa  being  received  by  (bat  house.  He 
thought  it  woald  be  establishing  a  dangerous  precedent; 
tliey  could  not  be  too  cautious  in  interfering  with  the  mi« 
litary  government,  which  was  exclusively  vested  in  tht 
crowa.  With  respect  to  the  allegations  in  the  petition,  he 
believed  Uiem  to  be  imaginary ;  one  ground  of  compfatint 
contained  in  the  petition  was^  that  the  cojnmanderpia« 
chief  had  refused—* 

Mr.  Whithrcad  rose  to  order,  and  objected  <q  the  gal- 
lant officer  commenting  upon  the  contents  of  a  paper  not 
before  the  bouse. 

General  Craufurd  resumed.  He  conld  not  comment 
upon  the  petition,  but  he  would  contend,  that  the  article 
of  war  in  question  did  not  deprive  the  comraander-in*' 
chief  of  a  discretionary  power*  He  then  ai^ed  gcnemlly 
against  the  dangerous  consequences  resulting  from  in- 
subordination in  the  army.  If  that  house  was  to  bo 
thrown  open  to  such  complaints ;  if  one  officer  might  pe- 
tition, why  not  a  regiment"?  If  this  petition  was  received, 
they  would  have  forty  more  before  tlie  end  of  the  sessions ; 
and  tih(^n  what  a  ferment,  what  irtegular  convulsions, 
what  factious  divisions  attaching  themselves  to  the  dif« 
fbpent  parties  in  that  house  would  arise  and  spread  through 
i\\t  army ;  they  would  liave  a  petitioning  army,  a  parlia- 
mentary army,  and  who  couM  forte!  the  consequences  f 
He  repeatetl  his  conviction,  that  the  commander-in-chief 
had  done  nothing  more  than  exercise  a  discretion  vested 
in  him,  and  that  that  house  should  be  cautious  in  sub* 
mi^tinjir  the  military  government  to  the  coiitroul  of  the 
many-headed  monster. 

Mr,  WliUbread  said,  that  he  and  many  of  those  sitting 
near  the  galiimt  otiicer  could  ease  his  apprehensions  of  any 
ularminc;  consequeuces  rcsultinsr  from  a  discussion  of  the 
sort.  He  (Mr.  Whil bread)  hail  in  1806  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  Mr.  Cochrane  Johnstone,  and  yQt  forty  more 
had  not  been  presented  that  sessions,  nor  one  more.  A 
motion  had  been  .made  in  the  course  of  last  session,  re- 
specting what  was  thought  the  improper  promotion  of  a 
certain  officer,  Lord  Burgherst,  and  that  motion  w^t  not 
only  acceded  to,  but  had  such  eflects  t4mt  that  promotion 
was  revoked  ;  and  yet  there  were  not  forty  other  motions 


.  ^n  the  same  sirssion^^  nor  one  6therinoti(midF«8{ni^ifea« 
dency.  So  much  for  thk\  imginaiy  ^ars  'of  (b^:^p4Nnt 
offii-er.  He  knew  well  ttm  neceisity  of  dne  subbnltiiaUoa 
to  the  preservation  of  (KscjpUne ;'  but  be  thought  tbntdis* 
cipline  was  in  no  intonsiderable  dei^ree  mainUioed  By  the 
power  of  remonstmnce  \xsied  in  every  junior  offioemganist 
'  tne  injustice  of  his  supcrioit  He  knew  ^ho,  thai  iK^Klng 
could  be  more  foolisn  in  principle^  or  mischievouiT'in 
praclice,  than  the  taking  the  army  out  of  the  hands-of  the 
crown ;  but  how  had  the  motion  before  them  any'  such 
temleiicy?  It  was  to  receive  a  petition  that  complained 
of  the  course  of  remonstrance  between  the  officer  and  the 
crown  haviitg  been  obstructed.  (Hcarl)  It  had  been 
stated  that  the  commander-in-chief  had  a  discretion  vested 
in  him  by  law,  which  discretion  he  had  only  exercised  in 
the  case  oefore  them ;  but  the  fact  was^  that  the  article  of 
war  gave  no  such  discretion.  (Here  he  read  it  to  ^bo 
bouse  It  stated  in  substance,  that  the  officer  aggrieved 
should  prefer  his  remonstrance  to  the  colonel  of  the  regi- 
ment  to  be  by  him  forvvard'ed  to  the  commandep*iti-ch&'y 
who  was  thereupon  to  examine  into  and  report  upon  the 
fncrits  of  ihie  case  to  his  majesty.)  Here  tne  woras  weie 
*^  to  exapaine  into  and  report  upon"'-Hreport  upon  ;  not  to 
determine,  but  to  report— according  to  these  words,  and 
none  con  id  be  plainer,  there  was  no  option  whatever;  Sir 
David  Dundas.  did  not  report — he  determined.  But  the 
gallant  officer  said  that  he  knew  the  contents  of  the  pe- 
tition, and  that  he  bolieved  the  grievances  alletiged  therein 
to  be  imaginary.  Why,  really,  he  thought  the  sutKrer 
the  best  judge  whether  tliey  were  so  or  not.  It  was'-he 
who  wore  the  shoe  that  could  tell  where  it  pinched. 
Agaim>t  that  opinion  of  the  gallant  officer  there  was  op« 
posed  hit)  (Mr.  Wiiitbr(*a<l*s),  whohad  read  the stateoijent 
of  tliom,  and  thought  them  heart  •breaking.  He  doiibted 
if  he  himself  could  have  survived  them.  But  it  was  said 
that  they  could  be  proved  (obe  imaginary— it  was  to  that 
proof  they  challenged  thorn.  .   ' 

'     General  Craufurd  here  interposed,    and  said,  that  the 
epithets  he  had  used  were  wts^atory. 

Mr.  fr/riVAr^iirf  in  continuation  said,  that  if  they  were 
indeed  nugatory  thai  would  be  the  best  proved  by  re- 
ceiving the  pefition ;  (hey  could  not  be  warranted  in  pre- 
suming them  to  be  so  before  they  hieard  them.  But  did 
the  gallant  officer  know  that  Sir  David  Duadaa  h^d'of* 


r  ff{^  toi>|>tf^  Foslfcit  aiilce  be  had  mfsikdhh^^ 
» .  ^ancf  I  it^huioritj^  in  anplber  re^imeiit  ?     (Jiear !)  Did 
tfl^.look/u  if  life  \i:;<n]Dmande 

coippfaiotof  lt!lr»  Fasket(;<to  have  beea  either  friyoloivs  or 
. v^xuiiQus ?  {Hear!)  He  thought,  that  an  opposite  con- 
clu3ion  was  to  be  Inferred  from  that  offer.  As  io  patting^ 
.  tbe.army  under  the  coutrbul  of  the  many-headed  moitftter 
— that  that  house  was  a  many-beaded  monster  could  no 
^oubt  4)e  easily  proved,  bot  that  it  assumed  any  snare  in 
the  military  government  by  inquiring  into  abuses  whether  . 
military  or  other,  was  not  so  clear.  He  should  vote  fof 
brimming  up  tfie  petition,  not  thinking  that  it  would  tend 
to  those  irregular  cdnvulsiont  (though,  by  the  ^^7%  be 
Ijad  not  hoar4  9^  regular  convulsions)  of  which  the  gallant 
officer  w«is  so  apprehensive. 

[  litn  Manners  SuUon  was  for  the  petition  being  receiircd^ 
and  trusted  that  bis  gallant  friend  would  be  prevailed  upon 
Afk,  withdraw,  his  opposition — at  the  sanie  time  he  thought 
that  the  petitioner  might  have  taken  an  opportunity  df 
personally  presenting  his  remonstrance  io  the  king;  it 
was  also  io  be  considered  that  the  coramander-in^hief 
H^iight^ave  taken  his  majesty^s  pleasure  upon  the  propriety 
qf  preseniing  to  bim  that  remonstrance. 

General  L6ff ^  and  a  member  under  thfTgaHefy^  frbdsil 
name  we  could  not  learn^  said  a  few  words  ogtiiiist  receiving 
the  petition. 

Mr.  Lockhart  thought  that  it  appeared  that  tlic  pe* 
Qtiouer  did  not  take  all  the  steps  he  might  haV&  taken  in 

Eur^uit  of  bis  redress  before  lie  applied  to  that  hoilse^  and 
c  should  therefore  vote  against  the  fuotion. 
jj/r.  Lyitleton  observed,' that  in  the  answer  of  the  mili- 
tary secretary  to  the  letter  of  the  jjetifioner  no  ground  was 
ttaied   whv  the  rcmon&lnince  was  not  duly.  foHowed  up. 
Fie  should  not  advert  \o  iWc.  ornam^ital  parts  of  a  gatlhnt 
oflicer's  sjMsech^  Jhcy  had  been  alrjiady  so  adequately  nn- 
fwereTl.  .  Jt  had  bet'n  said,  that  the  petitioner  j^hould  have 
gone  and  made  his  bow  at  the  levee,  and  presented  his  re- 
moiiKtraiico;  that  ho  thouglit  would  haVc  been  nn  irregu* 
lar  and    clibrcsprctful  proceeding.      The  petitioner  had 
* .  tuken  a  better  and  more  regular  conr^se.   He  could  t)>>t  adopt 
.  the  explanation  that  had  been  given  by  the  judge  advocate, 

^or  if  he  Qould,  did  he  think  that  it  solved  the  dif7icu)fy. , 
le  hi|d  not  the  small<;st  notion  that  this  motion  would 
have  l>eon  oppos^'d.      He  ordy  asked  of  the  boub'e  to  bear 
Vot.  I1.--1810  3Y 


the  pctitton,  mul  pot  the  caae  into  a  proper  trairf.  He  Wi^s 
iiotacquatiUi\lwt>h  Captain  Foslcctt,  and  ^ben  tbat  gen- 
tlemaii  applied  to  him  to  prcfent  his  peiitlon,  he  frankfy 
lold  him  his  reluctaace,  that  it  was  very  little  his  disposi* 
lion  to  instUute  any  accusatory  measures  against  a  prince 
of  the  blood,  and  more  parUcnlarly  so,  on  account  of  the 
iuqutry  proceeded  in  dtirin<r  last  sessions,  respecting  the 
Dake  of  York  ;  and  nlsf>  from  having  observed,  that  (he 
houfce  were  by  no  means  disposed  to  entertain  questions 
tending  to  an  interference  \rilb  the  military  government. 
(Hear!)  This,  however,  was  mere  matter  of  feelin^i  and 
udHU  pot  to  !)e  allowed  to  interfere  with  a  principle  of 
public  d  uty  •  If  that  house  was  to  be  deterred  from  the  stea- 
dy performance  of  its  duty,  either  by  the  influence  of  the 
crown  upon  the  cnie  hand,  or  popular  tumult  on  the  other, 
jl  gignttied  very  little  whether  they  sat  or  not-— what  fhcjr 
jdid,  or  what  thev  omitted  to  do. 

*  3/r.  i?yrfer  observed,  that  wHen  he  was  judge  advocate 
It  Was  always  considered  discretionary  with  the  comman- 
'dcr*fn*cfaicf  to  lay  the  roemarial  of  any  officer  before  the 
king  or  not.     ^ 

"^  Tb6  pelition  was  then  brdiight  up  and  read.  *  It  stated 
that  tfa6  petitioner  had  been  thirteen  years  in  the  flen^ice^and 
four  years  a  senior  captain  in  the  15th  regiment  of  dra- 
goons ;  that  in  consequence  of  some  complaint  made  against 
hiiii'byhis  colonel,  his  Royal  Flighness  the  Dnke  of  Cum* 
berland,  his  promotion  was  prevented ;  that  he  had  ap- 
plied .  to  ihe  commander-in-chief  to  have  his  complaint 
laid  before  his  majesty, but  received  no  answer  to  hisorigi-* 
nal  application — that  he  had  written  again,  and  received 
for  answer,  from  Colonel  Gordon,  that  it  waa  trfaolly  dis- 
cretionary witli  tlic  commander- in-chief  to  lay  the  case  b^ 
(ore  his  miijeHi^*  or  not.  Tlie  petition  went  to  state  in  de- 
tail many  grievances  in  the  course  of  his  frequept  applica- 
tions for  redre>s. 

Mr.  Lyttleton  then  moved,  tliat  the  petition  should  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

General  Phipps  vindicated  the  conduct  of  the  comman- 
der-in-chief. 

Sir  Henry  Montgoinerj/  observed,  that  the  reason  why 
the  petitioner  was  not  sent  to  Spain  was,  tbat  hb  troop  was 
the  most  ineffective'  in  the  regiment.  It  also  operatbd 
l^rain^t  his  claims,  that  he  had  been  a  second  in  a  duel 
where^ix  shot^  were  fired  by  the  prinoipals. 
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Mi^« .  WhlUnrepil  4^^M<}»  tlia(/th^  ohserYoU  on  <^l  thelas^ 
speaker  merely  rested  upon  assertion,  and  <  that  ib^e  was 
aesertian  al^QinbCQOtrp^Miqn^it. ,'  ., 

.  ,  Mr.  Fei^e)fa)».  ajtbpugb  be  conceived  <bat  the  petiitioner 
^coutd  obtain  no  beueficisil  result;^  \vas  still  ofopinioa  that 
the  petitioa  should  be  received,  subject  to  ulterior  coti- 
aideration*.  \  He  ^rished  Xo  impress  upon  the  house,,  tlyit 
the  promotion  of  that  officer  was  not  impeded,  as  a  niti^- 
rity  bad  beeil  olSSered  to  him  in  another  regiment ;  neitl^ar 
vaa  be  supplanted  by  any  junior  pfficc/  in  the  same  regi« 
xnent  srith  him. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  expressed  his  qpinion  that  the  petition 
aboukl  be,  received. 

Mr.  Lyitlcionohsexve(iy  th^t  with  respect  to  tl^o  alledood 
d^l)  tbe  petitioner  had,  in  his  memorial  to  the  command^* 
in-chief)  alluded  to  that,  as  one  of  the  aspersions  of  which 
he  complained.  He,  as  the  subject  was  mentione^l,  would 
^y,  that  though  the"  petitioner  acted  as  a  frieud  opoaibal 
occasion  to  one  of  the  parties,  he  had  actively  exerted  likn<»~ 
self  to  promolea  reconciliation,  (^ffeary  hefur!)  U  was  not 
bis  wish  to  have  alluded  to  the  circumstance  at  all ;  but^  a« 
it  was  mentioned,  he  was  determined  to  repel  with  indignity 
any  attempt  to  whisper  aiway  tb«  c4iar<icter  of  tbe  •$cer 
.wbofe  petitioa  )ie  had  tbe  h9nour  to  pm^nt* 

IJpan  the  motion  of  pieChan^eUor  of  the  E;^ohoguer| 
ihe  boi|se-refolved  itaelf  into  a  cpipmit(ee  of  supply. , 

Mr.  Whiibread  expreisfc^l   his  desire  tb.it  the  ^rant>  of 
.pttbUc  money  bbould  be  deferred  to  a  perjpd  wheji  the 
Jiousewas,  frora^  fuller  attendance,  liest  able  (v  pronounce  ' 
its  opinion  upon  them.    He  ui&hcd  to  linve  the  i:opsidrra- 
tion  of  the  estimates  for  miscellaneons  servic^s^  pos|Lpoi^'d 
until  after  the  approacliing  quarter  sessions.  '     , 

Mr  Wharton  observed,  that  the  first  osMmatcs  he  lyished 
to  propose,  referred  to  the  sum  of  M),0()(>/.  (ot  ihe  civil 
toajs  in  Scotland,  to  which  he  couki  lu^  maioipa^'Ciiy 
objection. 

.After  some  observations  from.  Mr.  Whitiieead  andihe 
Speaker,  in  which  the  latter  ^tatinl  the  attention  uhioh  the 
eommtsMoners  appointed,  one  of  which  he  wftB,vfor  thai 
object,  had  given  the  subjfct.  The  thinip  w<ifi<nonrly 
^brottght  to  a  close,  as  all-  propositMrn  for  tiinher  aid  must 
be  before  the  commissioners  ear4y  iu  Junr  nexi»  ,  Ihi.  haii 
also  to  observe,  thai  the  money  k^  voted  was  iuaiantiW 


The  sojn  proposed  was  ihtti  voted  in  tt^  cotPiyiUtee.   ' 

^fler  •oroe  conversation,  in  ^vhich  the  Speaker  took  a 
part|  and  vintlicated  the  grant  as  bein£  highly  advtii^ 
tag^ous  to  the  country,  there  were  voted  t 
For'  carrying  pn  the  M^orks  at  the  CaledUmian 

canal        r  r  t  -   .        ^£50,000 

For,  the  deficiency  in  the  8i|m  fpr  printing  tb<^ 

journals  of  last  year     .  -.  •  7  IS 

For  prinjling.  tl^  p3d  volume  of  tfie  journals     •        3,$00 
For  printing  the  bills,  votes,.  &c.  for  the  present 

session  -  r  -  -      22.000 

For  rc-prinling  four  volumes  of  the  journals  10,000 

For  the  Britisli  Museqm  -  7J(M^ 

For'toropleting  the  buildings  for  the  museami 

&b.'  beiboging  to  the  college  of  surgeons  1^,500 

The  report  was  ordered  tq  be  received  on  Monday 
8e*nnjgbt*~Adjqurued^ 

POUS^  OF  COMMONS. 

«    .  MONOAr,  APRIL  SO. 

A     A  petition  vas  presented  from  the  lord  mayor,  alder* 

ineni  and  juitices  of  the  pestce  of  the  city  of  Norwich, 

against  the  bill  before  the  houscfor  regulating  the  price 

fS  bfead  out  pf  the  city  of  Ijondoi^.    Ordered  to  be  re? 

.  ferred  tp  the  commtCtee  on  the  i>ilt 

Sir  J.  Newport  moved  for  a  copy  qf  fhe  patent  of  Qtieei| 
Anne  regulating  the  first  fruiis.  ih  Ireland  ;  also,  accounts 
of  alt  sunas  expenditl  since*  the  union  by  f  he  commissipqeni 
of  first  fruits. — Ordered. 

.^  MfiSSAGB  FftOM  T^E  T^I^O, 

The  Chmcellor  of  the  Cxcheqiier  brought  i|p  a  nv^sage 
from  Ui  majesty^  which  was  read  by  the  Speaker,  and  .was 
|n  substance  as  ft^Uows : 

^^  Chnffge  Af*«— His  lUtijohfy  finds  it  necessary  to  state 
to  (he^faeuseof  «sommprfs,  that,  in  consequence  pf  the  con« 
tinttcdiieoupation  of  the  territories  of  the  Duke  of  Briins- 
i!rtck  by  tlie  French  armies^  since  the  tinrortufiate  evcnjs 
whicli;Vere'ttttattded  by  the  Lunentcd,  death  of  lii^  itlus- 
trious' fiithei^  in  lt06^  his  serene  highness  the  Duke  of 
iUruu^^ck  Wolfenbuttdi  his  uiaje:i(jrcne|ihcw,  haS|  af(cr 
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a  series  of^lti^M,  bM  uAkvalKrtj^  effoffs^'for  flierM>fei 
of  hts'posisedsions,  been  pompellra  to  seek  an  asylum  ii^    ^ 
bis  majt!»Ty's  lldiiiifiiibfis.^    ms  ihajesty,  therefore,  recoup 
meiidilt  tolhitf  biAude,  toeotijiider  ofiht  meansr  of  enabtin]|^ 
bira  fo  miike  6<Htfe  (^yovtsicm  for  the  estabtisbment  of  hife  ;  * 
serene  hjfj^hness/  durlri;;  such  a  time  as  the  state  of  the    y 
Continent  may  etolitiUe'to  precludetbib  return  ofhis  sereiie^^  ' 
highness  to  bis  own  dominions;  and  bis  majesty  rell^'  .^ 
mrtth  confidence  on '  tlie  loyalty  and  attachment  of*  b{«     * 
faithful  commons  to  make  such  provision  for  this '{lurpose     . 
as  may  be  suitable  to  the  rank  and  to  the  misfortunes  of  a.    »- 
prince  so  nearly  allied  to  his  majesty's  throne,  and  ftxr \  ^  *' 
whom  his  majesty's  feelings  are  so  strongly  interesf^^.  '"  -« 

Oil  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xchet|Ue^  Vy 
his  majesty's  mo^t  gracious  message  was  ordereil  tiilbe;^  ' 
Inferred  to  a  committee  of  the  wnole  bouse  on  Thors*  • 
day*  • 

In  a  committee  of  supply,  the  sum  of  400,000/.  was 
granted  to  his  majesty,  to  entible  him  to  make  good  ''htg 
ei^gements  with  bf$  Sicilifin  tnaj^y.  The  report  of 
the  committee  was  ordered  to  bereoeived  the  next  day,-* 

Adjourned. 

«'    *     '  *  .  •     ■        • 

HOUSE  6e^  COMMONS;    , 

TUESDAY,  UaV  Ifc  ' 

Mr*  p.  Jfoore  presented  a  pctitrqa,  from  the  right  1io«i    ,. 
noumble   Richard   Brinsley  Sheridan,   and  oUiers,   pro*     \ 
prictors  of- the  late  t^iealre  in  Drnrj-lane,  praying  a  bllji  .     ' 
for  enabling  them  to  burld  a  new  thetitre  upon  the>ite  of  . 
the  old  onr,  and  to  raise  a  sum  of  nipney,  by  subscrip* 
tion,  for  that  purpose.    /i*he  petition  was  received,  rtad| 
and  referred  to  a  special  commiUce  up  stairs. 

Sir  fViUiain,  Curtis  reported  from  the  committee  on  tbf 
new  stock  market  bill,  and  staled,  that  a  discussion  of  con*        : 
siderable  length  having  occurred^  in  the  couimitlee  upon 
the  bill,  D  diyision  took  pbia;,  in, which  Mie  nunibeis  were 
ff]u>il,  ami  the  cbainnan^avc  bis  casting  yoice  in  favour    .  r 
of  (he  1)111.     A  second  division  was  about  to  take  place  •      ' 
lipc>n  ilie  preamble  of  the  bill,  whcp  a  ihember  who  tuui     • 
not  l^xMi  preapnt  on  the  discus>i<MiL,  nor  vuted  in  ihe  fiat       ' : 
divibion,  entered  the  room.  Before  iho  division  took  {iluce^ 
the  fmUire  of  tl|e  <)aestion  wa$  sLateii  to  him,  and  also  tlie 


•^eol  of  tfloWU.  lleTO«Mlm<h»«miHldifM(»VM4 
oofiieqiMnce  of  his  ^^ste^  tk0  nombtti  went  for  lk» 
Si,  agaiail  it  IB^  .^lleiiby  tliiB  iMJoriiy  of  oiifr 
a^^at  the  pranmblo*  Hie  oMioiittae  bad  in  •oMM&f 
oaeiice^ inslniciea  him  tD.iepOTt  the xirsuiiiitaiife  to  lbl» 
MiM,  jnnI  take  Ihc  anbiien  of  ihe  Sp^akerV  whethar  the 
vale  of  (he  tmaatifiiUe  OMaaW  in  qaeiiioo  was  ¥ftlid» 
wider  all  Ihe  cincuaulanecs^ 

.  The  Sf)eaker  n^ye  bis  opiaioD  in  labour  of  the  yjrte« 
.  The  heme  in'cootniitiee  to  eoosider  the  acts  ralatrve^  1^ 
patieiw  for  ineaiaiiQe  from  iret'  n&civtd^  that  it  i«,eape« 
4auit  I  thai  all  duiaes  aow  payable  upoo  fire  iasucaiioe 
paKoies  ia  bb  mlqesijr's  West  India  ooloniesi  do  eeaa^^ 
and  detpmtne ;  and  that,  in  Itea  thereof^  there  be  hence^ 
ibvlb'  paid  onevcrT  aa^  palicy  ofinsaraaoe,  to  the  aaMniat 
ipf  lOOC  a  dnty  of  &•  6d.  and  the  like  siim  extra  upoa 
avery  ftdditioaal  bvndred.— ^Drdevsd  to  be  reported  the 
next  day. 

eicifciAv  tf7asiJiv. 

Mtr.  Lushinfftmi  brought  up  the  report  of  the  conmittiee 
ef  tapply  ivhich  sat  y^terday,  of  their  rwdlition  &ir 
]paatfn^  to  his  majesty  tlie  fe^nm  of  iOO^OOW.  io  make 
^ood  his  engagement  with  his  Sicilian  majerty  fiif  Ike 
jiresent  year, 

Mr.  LanUie  npjiosed  the  resdlutloni  in&smach  as  the 
gmni  exceeded  by  WOfiOOl.  the  original  stipulafioii  with 
bis  Sicilian  majesty'.     The  proposition  for  this  additional 

5 rant,  he  anderstood,  ttss  founded  wpon  an  all^^ment 
lat  if  was  rendered  necessary  by  certain  other  stipala* 
lions,  not  yet  finally  adjusted  :  and  he  thotight'  it  a  bad 
ptecedent  to  grant  so  large  a  sum  of  the  public  money 
upon  stipulations  that  might  never  take   place.      He 
ihooght,  therefore,  the  hou^  would  be  deserting  its  dnty 
in  voting  away  so  large  n  sum  of  the  public  money,  with-' 
(DTrt  having  a  very  strong  case  made  ou<  to  prove  an  uf^ent 
necessity  mr  it,  orthat  some  serious  inconvenience  mislit  • 
arise  from  a  delay  of  the  grant  until   the  stipulations . 
were  ratified.     He  wished  to  know,  wlrether  these  snpiK 
lations  involved  any  thing  of  a  commercial  tiature.     H 
^as  well  known,  that  In  Sicily  there  was  a  very  great  de- 
mand and  preference  for  the  manufactures  of  thb  country  * 
and  yet  it  was  equally  notorious  that,   in  the  SiciUati 
market,  this  country  stood  not  on  the  fooling  of  the  most 
Civourc^  nations,    lie  understood  also^  there  was  a  ooiiip 


I 

iaerciat  tueafyinextstMiteHetweeii  Ihis  dcnkntiy  md  ^^ 
^j,  tipoirWfiidlOQr  intehesls  ivere  gritetljr  neglected  bjr^ 
tfatj  British  goYemn^kenl.  On  thispoioft  lie  was  not  sane 
Whetiier  hi  correctly  gMed  tfie  faci«  He  vftdeitiood  ^ho^^ 
that  the  people  of  Sicily  complained  thst  tkis  cosnlry^^ 
b^  t1m'1nvfl$id(n  of  fheir  island,  bad  drawn  vpon^tbent: 
tfie  hostilit?  of  Prance.  A  va^st  expense,  too,  was  ta*' 
carred  to  this  country  in  the  necessity  of  detaching  sm^ 
^rcat  a  portion  of  onr  disposable  force  as  IO,00S  itidn, 
Ui  Iceep  up  an  army  far  the  defence  of  that  is.Iaiid.  Such 
aft  esrpense  ought  not  to  be  incurred,  without  some  ade« 
quate  object  of  adyantage^  and  not  merely  for  efiabHi^^ 
tibe  Sicilian  ^verbihent  to  maintain  principles  of  domi< 
nation  over  its  subjects,  that  were  very  oppressive  and  bb** 
notions  to  the  people  of  that  islajtd,  ana  which  retidemlt* 
them  highly  dissatisfied  vrith  their  government.  Of  thW 
fact  his  majesty'^  ministers  were  f ally  apprised  in  thedia*^ 

{matches  received  from  the  British  officers  in  the  iflandii' 
t  was  well  known  the  (leople  of  that  country  were  anxious 
fdr  a  reform  in  their  government,  which,  they  would  wish 
to  effect  through  the  means  of  England,  rather  than  ot 
any  other  nation ;  but  even  through  Buonaparte  ilathct 
ttiiin  aot  at  alU  fixp^rience  had  proved,  that  the  PrfncHf 
with  all  the  insidious  designs  and  rapacious  cruclltieiiV 
which  designuled  their  character  in  every  country  where 
they  obtained. u  footing,  had  sliHr  the  art  of  persnadin^p 
the  popufation  of  those  cfountries,  that  their  object  was^ 
the  popular  good,  thus  ioducing  numbers  to  becqme  their 
parfizim.  He  thought  therefore  it' was  the  duty  aa  well' 
as  the  sound  policy  of  his  majesty's  ministers  to  use  their 
influence  with  tliat  government,  ;w1)ich  they  were  sub- 
sidizing and  defending,  to  adopt  such  a  system  of  reform 
as  would  at  once  satisfy  and  attach  the  people  ;  instead  of  ^ 
teacliing  tbat  govcrnraenl  to  rely  solely  t?pon  the  defence 
of  British  troops,  maintained  at  so  great  an  ex|)ense  to 
this  oouniry,  and  which  occupied  so  very  important  a 
portion  of  our  dis|)Osible  force,  and  reqnirol  so  Consider- 
able number  of  our  transports,  which  were  so  necessary  to, 
oC^er  objects  of  the  public  service, 

.  Tke  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he  felt  equally 
impressed  with  the  honourable  gentleman,  that*,  unhap- 
pily, some  disoontents  did  prevail  amongst  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  population  of  Sicily,  as  in  every  other, 
cc^untry  of  £urope  where  French  principles  had  obtained. 
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If  in  this  cottfitry  them  were  aen  to^foiuid  m«d  enough 
to  declare  iimt  .even  our  free  and  happv  form  of  govern- 
inent  was  a  system  of  opjNressioq^  ana  that  we  bad  no* 
^Ihing  left  wfirtb  fighting  fiiri  was  it  matter  of  woodpr  that 
the  population  of  Sicily,  ai»  well  as  oilier  countries  less  free 
and  happy,  should  he  di»pAsed  to  discontent?    But  he 
begffed  to  ask,  would  it  become  this  country  to  inter* 
'in^llewith  the  forms  of  government  in  a  couatry  with 
whose  prince  we  were  in  alliancei  and  acting  as  an  auxi- 
liary ?  It  was  the  object  of  his  majesty's  government  to 
maintain  (he  independence  of^Sicily  against  Bupnaparte; 
but  to  intermeddre  with  the  form  of  government  m  (hat 
inland  would  be,  in  his  conception^  to  violate  the  prin- 
ciple's of  good  faith  with  that  prince  with  uhom  ne  were 
in  alliance.      With  respect    (b  the  additional  sum   of 
lOOyOOO/.  now  voted,  he  begged  to  remind  the  honourable 
'  member  that  a  similar  sum  was  voted  in  the  last  session 
of  parliament)  ahUough  it  was  not  advanced.    The  grant 
-was  thought  necessary  with  a  view  to  render  the  sum  sti* 
pnlated  asefit*c(ive  as  possible,  without  burthcning  this 
froiintry  with  any  loss  arising  frpm  the  difference  of  ex- 
change, which  must  amounl  k>.a  very  considerable  deduc- 
tion ;   and  as  the  money  was  to  be  advanced  by  propor- 
tionate iusiaiments,  and  no  jcasonable  doubt  cou^  exist 
of  the  accedence  of  the.  Sicilian  government  to  the  stipu- 
lations propos^,  he  thouglit  that  any  delay  in  the  present 
gnint  would  oidy  lead  to  disappoint  that  government  in 
the  early  instalments  they  were  taught  to  expect.  * 

Sir  John  Newport  supported  the  objection  of  his  ho- 
nourable friend  (Mr.  Lambc);  He  was  decidedly  ai^ainst 
granting  (he  additional  lOO^OQOt*  until  4he  bouse  should 
be  ascertained  of  the  ratification ;  and  astothe  scruples  of 
(be  right  honourable  gentleman  about  using  iufluencc  with 
the  Sicilian  government  for  a  reform  of  oppressive  abuses 
in  favour  of  the  people,  there  was  lying  on  the  table  an 
official  document  from  llieir  own  ambassador  in.  Spain, 
ami  notv  one  of  his  xnajes(y*s  cabinet  niinis»ter.s  (Marquis 
Wellcsley)  to  shew  that  tliey  had  not  scrupled  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Spanish  junta  in  matters  of  int(*rnal  go?ern« 
tnent ;  and  therefore  (he  pretence  now  maile  was  directly 
in  opposition  to  the  principles  already  adopted  by  minis* 
frrs  themselves.  I'lie  oppressions  of  nhich  the  Sicilians 
C4#nipiaincd  were  not  of  a.  modem  date*  They  did  not 
Alginate  nithin  the  last  twenty  ycarsy  nor  wilhiu  the  last 


I 


itcMiity  •  *^birt'  fftid^frfflii  ^fim^tiUfiuiiuoriitljstt  amIniiIjp^  felt 

/  crbvernrncnlt,  bitefi^nil'CNttfhiTfgbft*  atidpfirtl^fftidMfted 

:'  vy  itiili^fhiBhttM  eorpota^lDfiiit;  aildliecoilIiliiotBee 

'  the  impropiietjf  of  i«ifif^ten*mxmiiiitndbgCi^-aff»flM^ 

'  vt^tft  irr  ihelk  MhMte^  sifbh  o  leAinii  «t^  wonU  mt  ittiirCha 

*tm>nle  tn  (hflt govcrnoimt^ ' and 'mMvetlietr ccMopofMioii 

<oga(nst  the  'cdfmmon'  ^nany;  '4tnd  at  to  Ihe^neeea^ttgrof 

f^Viirirrir  itf^iv  tiie  additional  i00)600/.'  be  saw  M^ioihar 

-principite  on  wfiioh  to  6f)lf>e 'the  viddle^  exeifpt  thai  hfii 

emujbfify  nlintsl^rB^  pressMl  as  th«y  ^Mm,  wiabed  to  ^ave  oft 

mfioh  of  the  pubUc  money  at  potriMe  speedify  jplaeed  aft 

4lid¥  dit^potaV,  in  order  that  thejrmi^t  plotter  ibefat^ 

linrftent,  ami  avail  the  disctittioa  of  ^niaaj  itnp^bnt  »ub« 

•jrets  sttit  ^ndm|(.  -^     ;  ^^    *  »: 

GtfHTiU  f\trhMH  obMVivd.  thrit  the  fight  IWitfttlitUe 
^gevitlerimn  (theCbaooethirofitife^BsobeqQor)  didaotiMb 
^  t?tf^^  featon  nAry  f  he  haiiae  tlkMildagvM  to  (Ait  raiolii* 
tinn .  Heliad  gome  info  obtcr?ationi  n^hor  ^pflttaUrie  to 
.the que^h^  i(8«4f,  oriothes^a^teniMiifhdotMfioidpd #Hh 
htbi  xOeM.  Tarieton).  He  hard  uOktA  of  jbiM^biaty  aiid  of 
«o«aeth!Ytg*  said  sMie^ai^^  and' by  toitfcrpeitori';  bat  aD 
ihfe  was  whoHy  ifieleTftat^theaiipiiroeRtt^ertfeffced  «jg^ast 
ihk  pm\>oted graof 4  inaaawer he. mm (eM hlni^  t|ia| tho 
•best  lisrfttiiice  jadobinUiiiY^ '  VM'  a«Uled»  ooiild  rebeive, 
'would  be  MvHt  ao  ■wattPtttaiy  atptttdifct*^  of  tbe  p4blio 
tnofiey:  There 'irtihi*tmaiabak  teaitml  tvh)r  tbeiA^diiional 
^nt  thoaM  bfedetsyed*:'  (n^the  preitfit  sitale'af  cirwm- 
atatiocs.  It  bedlrae'  Cke'^Maoont^dal^  <>f  (be  cotfntnr  16 
4tutbai«d  ita  fe^Mf^,  in  dtdel*  td^lhs  prnpa^td  for  fbosa 
try in)(^  oecaf^idiH;  whieh«  ftooi  «haj|iiritMtal|tt  of  J^Htpp^ 
werelikiKtytoaiMi  ;lffidet  tilth  «ftr  impMation,  befeUit 
4vi^  daty  to  mo^'  M^n  anHodaMta^  tbat  the  tinyi  <^ 
mOiOOOr  botubiiCftated  iatUtidof  lhe4eO,00(V.  tJfiguiall> 
fOWpoted.' 
'I'tes  be^kae  ptooeeded  'to  a  diritioai  wbea  (bt  Mimbtis 

Poritie«fiseateait  •       fS< 

^      Ai^alial  It  -  *    — •* 

'  ^    '•        'BIwfaMly.  '■     ••     — W.  . 

^  I  t^wvavEMr  aWAMiio  aaxAi  ! 

'  thi  ttie  re^ttftthtfAa  of*  rfkrangehr,  *xft  fbaUd  Sir  ST. 
ItdnyiHy  nAMag  the  'Mder  ^fifhe^  dayftrMceitinf  the 
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•btosftlit  up,  and  tbeaoimdnif^fs  «^remllj,i^e€d  ta>  . 
•  On  <he  qttflsttfm  thai  the  bitt  lie  e»«:ro8iedt , 
oMir.  Herbert^  howeFfC  n^lvclftnt  he  was  fn  i»pfK>se  aiij 
jamtttre  iarotiirlit  fortvard  by  f  he  li»aottrablea«id  learned 
0Bnlle«aaii^  felt  bmself  cnlled  iipm  <o  resist  the  pamin^ 
of  ibis,  or-  of  the  two  otber  billii  in  pro^rresa  throihtb  tbe 
lioiifie.  The  objrct  of  these  bills  was  (o  trader  offHices^ 
capital' bitherto^  no  lon^r  so;  Ak  a  friend  1o  the  old  law^ 
be  found  bimsclf  bound  lo  resist  such  an  a4tera(ioD.  Be- 
sides, it  irfta  not  ri^ht  that  it  should  gti  forth  to  the  public), 
tiiM  these  bills  hid  been  passed  iw  that  house  on  the  gvooml 
ihat  the  oriminal  law  was  defective.  All  the  ariruiBfala 
^  the  honourable  and  learned ^ntleman,  foutided  upon 
the  numbers  that  escape  punishment,  woukl,  he  was  per- 
mttuled)- '  abt  aVail  agaiinil  cdnsideration.  If  nil  those  who 
•cscap^  tbroufh  theonwillinicness  of  parties  to  fNroseciitf^ 
IImpoq^  their  avarice  in  dedininit  the  expense  of  pnisecii^ 
tioov  lhrott|irb  their  inability  todefray  the  expense,  through 
the  ii^nuily  of  counsel,  or  bj  laoacis  of  fiilse  witnessps, 
were  deducted  from  tbe  Hgfprt'gHie^  ii  would  reduce  the 
number  of  those  that  escaped  tbe  certainty  of  pMnishmeiit 
Tery/ considerably.  Besides,  it  was  the  nriiform. principle 
of  the  English  law^  thai.piMUshnienta  were  not  inflioted 
ior  ths»  satisfaction  of  justice^  but  fur  the  prevention  of 
crinesi  by  tbe  inflneqca  of  exan>|ife«  The  bonoaraUe 
geatleniftn  then  .proceeded  to  notice  the  piieambles  of<tbt 
Aotaoillcsiry  VIM*  of  Pliilip and  Alary,  ami  of  £il8iib«lh^ 
and  conlenckd  that  he  was  Jiosiie  out  by  these  preainbks 
in  assert  tnpr,  that  the  octs  were  soois<as  the  h<tuse  was  ift 
the  hdbit  of  passity  siieb,  for  imlanee,  as  those  againtA 
white  boysy  in  4Nder  to^mtdown  any  occasional  acts  of 
violence.  The  oiTences  which  Aiiey  bad  bean  meant 4o 
fepress.^re  committed  ky  bodies  of  Iranditti,  who  passed 
Irora  cott'ity  to  county,  oft^i  in  defiance  of  the  mililaryy 
jand  imH  to  be  put  down  by  tiitit  which)  i«i'iaterliines^ 
was  couHidered  a  panacea  for  all  purpascs,  the  p9$$e 
tomuiatus.  If  the  punishments  in  use  were  upt  to  be  le* 
taified,  where  would  tlie  leanieil  and  hou0tttrabk  gentle* 
man  sedi  fonotliers  to  J)e  substituted  for  them  I  Wooht 
he  from  llnssia  introduce  the  knout,  which  was,  aecosding^ 
to  the  evidence  of  those  who  had  witisMsod  its  infliction^ 
«ore*.horcible  than  death  itsdf?  Wo.ohi  be,^  witluBcccasta^ 
f ecomasend  ^rpctucd.  ifl(ip4i>Qiia\j^  2    WauU  he,  eevite 


Uie  pfRdior  of  iNuKnjsr  carti  to  llw  piilorr'?n  QtymM^^ 
efttablkii  soKlttry  iiiipri*Qiiinent«»-Hr  ciMcriplJon  of  pmnli« 
incnt,  perhgpff,  ilMinibU!^  bMnwbich  a  yery^mtgetpfopan' 
H<M  of  loeofke  in  Ibij;  coMitrr  wcte  rvtdvod  toremploy  «aU 
meanH  1o  girt  ^boHtilifd  ?  tUfMMKiWwbob,  bcivasnat^ 
pn^piinxl  to  filler  the  bw  of  Efiq;iaail^  ooder  Wiidf  me  haA 
lived  SO'  happily,  and  mhiob  *pi«wrTed  Ibepiopcdytm 
this  rich  and  floorishin^.iMitioi»iti(b8oaninH  a^Junoflife 
U«  shonM  themfere  oppose  Ant  biHa.in(emy  «taf(ei»   >  t^ 
Sir  John- Newpwii  ifthe  ^eaiiki«irMO'witb:4belHNioov4 
able  |t*entleman«  (hat  the  anda  of  jastiaet.wnald.  beslsbe 
promoted  by  the  cxtstini^  lava,  sJmuM.wiUi  Itiaivote 
a«^aini»t  the  biU:  before  tlNih^w&    Bnt  he»nBiiist'cdbtai2 
that  Crimea  veie  more  eflBecUiallyfrfeveiilcdiby  dieiceri 
tatnly  than  the  aaverity  of  puniBbment*  '•  Tbe  yMiii  atf 
criminal  Jaap  in  tbit  ooontf^  hecoittdndBd  .waalinoaa 
blooily ,  and  <  was  *  imiformly .  an  mprcaented.  in  (iine^fn  ma^ 
tiom/    In  pniotiee  he  ••was  acndy  to  admtt<thatiihniIiiShirliBV ' 
crimtnal  hrw  waa -not^oor  bkiody  t  liUlk4beiprabiioe  nrfaioiy 
thou '  mttf gated  ita  aeverlty  was  adepaiinre  ftoffv.the<  prini 
dfik;  of  the  syfeten,  and  the  strongest  evidence  of  tliO 
necessity  df  a  refiMrmmion;    The  certainty  of  a  -lesBet 
IMiiiMhnieftt  ivoAM .kave  move eflbei Indetecrtofir  from ihar 
oommisMon  of  crimes,  aa  that  honourable  roetnl^  masl 
of(en  have  obsenred  lilt  the  conirtfy  to  which  they  botbbo« 
lot^vd)  than  the  terror  of  a  gveatBTy  which  filiitht  protana 
My  never  be  inftetttdt     Soroeytayyaijo  en -actnfaa  passed' 
in  ivoiand  to  osaho  it  ftlonytaadi detith  to  cnt  down)  a- tnle 
by  day  or  by  ni|fbl.    ^A^tfentleaftn  of  the-bip^faeai  worda 
and  pttblicspirit,  whtt  waatiMh*faaUiof|iiantiiicnuich^ 
and  was  aliached  ^o  his  planlalionaf  petsundeci  himacM^ 
that  iff  the  event  ofi  dtjieoliinff  aoy  peHBan  desieoying'faia 
tseea,  he  conid  have  resointion  >enoii^  to  put  the  met^im 
folree.    An  occasion  s^oon  :occMrfed,.'a«id  he  who  had  tho; 
honour  of  that  |H;entleitaii^.aoqnaintanne«  wea  well  aware 
of  all  the  anKieiy  be  autbrtHl  as  the  period  of  the  a»iizea 
approached.     Up  to  the*  firgt  day  of  that  asstsi's,  bow* 
ever,  -he  appeared  to  have  retained  his  rcsolntion,  bnttbenr 
his  fofiitude  failed  htm  ;  hedecbred  it  impossMbie  forbim* 
tof>at  the  bloody  law  in  force,  and  conld  not  reconcile  iti 
to  any  notimi.  «f  justice  to  gt;t  a  felIow»cri  atnre  hani^i 
for  catting  down  a  tree*     If  a  person  of  bh  rank  anc^  en-^ 
lifrfctoned  mind  could  bbrink'from  putting  so  se^-m  n*hrir 
iu  force,  bow  much  more  likely  urcrc  pefHina  of  hnaUcr 


TBI  jmattiiMi  ■■■  Miiiynt^         .f  c0  vir 

ffidk  te  dMinr  Id  ptoirfMtl)  ^  OSmA^rk  x^vcM  shimyt 
«iJfml«t0  not  only  mil  hceliamMwf  tbetr  esonf  e^  but  ilfHMi 
tfae:€MDmoB  ftcimi^Bsof 'iwiiiitiidv  whieb  wmM  yrohMj 
mwent  pMtiii'  mm  <talriii|r  a  wiry  the  lili»t»f  a  Mbwt 
inMtam  bf  a  praMcatiofl  fiw  00  <Ksfn»poiiioii^ 
JUl  mriltes  ivere  app'eMiafiDiilbe  point,  tbnrthaocrtaintjri 

not  tbc(  aarerity  of  pamhftonAv  ^v^  ni^^  Uk^ly  ^  dptrr 
iMto  the  coitlaiiiiian  of  miam.  if,  as  thft  honogrBbtt 
^entleaan  hwimiiy  .ttih4a«ii  a4i<n«oo  severe  w^«e  not  put 
M-  £»ae^,  bedaiiie  mdivUMk  iMeii  cioctifiad  topmsccnte, 
«lil<  act  iWiareAton  why  nvcfa  lnws  dioaU  be  modified 
fftordarithat  ihtj  >ai%bi?no^lanper  feroaitt  a  dead  letter  f 
Tihe  ifartHi|9  of  jaties  to  riie  Mde  tvf  vntrcy^  was  anoffaer 
oi^gnmenl  (for  tiiovhcraiion^  hecaw  the  mitiiealion  of  the 
teooflMo  aeirferi<3^iof  the  /tamfs  ams  in  aoeh  eases  produced 
ieaastioNB  by  mhatsbouM  JvedefurontM  by  avary  k^fla» 
tmfr*«^Cffjtiiif ,  Jitnaererit  ma  j 'he  sanctilndiby  Uk  nietiae. 
Zbe  tbanmimbfe  Kentlemati  bad  aeked  triampiiMiflj  wbal 

enlibmaiiti  ^m  «o  bk' resorted  toi^^'bot  if  behad  readtbe 
I,  hs  woqM  hate  beeii4iflabled  to  anawer  that  <|iies(«Qli 
bf  all  ibat  apjp#arod  ontbr  face  4)f.  the  MU.  JlewsuU 
hiiae  seen  tbe  discietcan  tobe  ^hren  tafthevidgeslacbango 
tipinisfiorfalibn  ibr  solitary  eonfinemeai.  ibm^^wi  solttsiry 
^mifinvRieni  miiBrbt  apiieiir'  ttncae.than  death  So  a  iiorsan 
wbododid  begu^tyof  pfvtnaditased  orimcs,  it  vroM  baao 
a^^aod  •ftctod  tbe  intMsts  of  society  •  The  indiiridaal 
inmld.  aol  be4osA  to  thecanmiaiitiy  >;  be  ffOuldcoiaeAofth 
from  oonfiaemenC  a  beftt^fman  tbun  beeaHcrvdit ;  and^ 
as  m  tbe  case  of  banftmf^'er  trataspclrtation)  (beeffactof 
tbe  ascamples  of  punilrfiineiit  ^oaM  <iol  be  faist  na  rhe  pbbn 
Uc«  He  sbocdd  most  besrttly^ilierctbre,  aafvport  Hie  OMKr 
tiali  of  bis  bonovrabis  and  fennied  biend,  irfao,  be  trubted^ 
«bn|d  iNit  bediireited  by  any  interruptions  £nan  ilieca-' 
jaerof  &amantty)ie«wais(pnrsa«it|^*  ^ 

Mr.  D.  OUbyhegftBA  leave  ro«nbnitttn<the  baosa  tiba 
lew  obbort atioita  Itaan.  orcarred  to  bim  on  tUa  aubject.  it 
be  felt  any  dillcalty  apbn  (the  measores  then  ia  ipiagsaia 
tbrough  tbe  bonse^  it  wt:iiU  arise  from  considering  a  parb 
of  that,  general  system  wbioh  Imd  been  ailuded  to  b^  tbe 
boBoorable  baronet,  and  cbamelevized as  a ^oieearor  bu«^ 
iliantty.  He  was  not  A^iemHy  to  mny  gnat  m  rkieM 
obaogas.  it  bad  always  been  fiis  practioe  in  that  bousry 
to  steer  a  nnddle  coufse  between  tbe  conflicting  opmtona 
icspecting  pnbUcioeaeuies*  That  course  he  was  a  vara -i^  an 


notiiiftwa^ioefiMiimiy'tfainf  briilimit,  eitiicyiif  Aiit  hMs^ 

er  tHit  of.  11 ;  bat  then  he  was  incliaed  lo  prefer  tvhat  nmJkr' 

uarfcil  to  what  ma9  iplendidi.    In  the  paf|f»'Of  the  <ionMn 

aUe  and  {earncci  member,  he  fotiiid  it  stntod,  that  to  th« 

discrefioa  proposed 'to  be  allowed  to  jwlfv^,  natorerhad 

assi^norl  one  limit.     For: his  own  )HMrt,  if  they  eoiild  b^  ' 

Sfiro  jhfii  juries  would  be  coaipetent  to  sift  »ml  ascerftiiH 

all  the  cmtimstaoces  of  each  case  .that  might  be  bronghf 

befoffi&theiii,  so  a»  to  be -enabled  to  decide  aocording  t6 

its  real  cmcrits,  he  should  feci  no  .obiedion  at  lenyiaff 

jiimeaio  postiesmoo  of  full  discretion..  Bot  when  H  sheoiii 

be  'Considered  from  what  descrtpf  ion  of  persons  jar  ies  w^e 

usvaily  chosen,  it  must  be  obviohs  that  tbey  wonki  be 

as  liable  as  anjr  other  body  to  full  intai  error.    Jn  s'niing 

what  he  felt  upon  this  point,  he  did!  not  wish  to  shettet 

~  ~  from  any  ponstraction  which  mijB(ht  be  put  ifpoit 

use  of  any  parttatlar  expression.     He  was  not  arfraid 

to  add,  therefove,  that  in  his  view  of  the  subject  a  oertafn 

dcgreeof  arbitrary  discretion  appeared  necebsavy,  abso^ 

luteljfr  essential,  in  all  adalini^trations  of  josUcc.     In  a<U 

mitline  this,  however,  he  must  also  state,  tliat  this  arbi* 

traryjdiseTetfon  shpnld  not  be  unlimited.    If  ail  t^he  ctiffi^ 

cttltieson  thishea^  could' be  ascertained,  then  thehou6<f 

couU  attain  the  perfection  of  human  JHri^proiience ; 

and  (if  such  perfecCioii  was  desirable,  it  must  M  obv(oiM 

that  ^approximations  'to  it  must  also  be  desirable.     He 

tfaovf  hi  ifaat  in  some  instances  this  discretion  vras  carried 

tdo  fart  '  If  U  were,  admit  ted  as  a  principle,  that  in  the 

ttee  of  crimes  of  diihcak  detectien,  tbe  auantUy  of  pu* 

iiishmealtqr  the  deterring^  sanction  sttonlci  •  lie  greeter;  it 

would  foUov,    that  in  crimes  of  easier  detection  the 

qnanttly  of  panssbment  shoold  be  less.    It  was  not  hU 

intention  tO'irointo  any  of  tlic  more  heinous  oflences  Jo 

apply  this  principle,    but  confine  himself  to  ihe  mone 

ordinary  offences.    Sbecp-etealing  he  thon/^ht  very  pro^ 

perly  pwnished'  with'  death ;    because,  considering  the 

nmniier  in  which  slieep  were  fed  upon  extensive  downs^ 

the  exposure  todepn^lation,  and  the  dilBeulty  of  detect ^ 

tien,  -such  a  severe  sanction  was  necessary  to  preservinj^ 

ihe  "vast  quantity  ot  whole!<ome  food  and  warm  raiment 

fbr  huamn  use*  *  It  wa»  his  opinion,  too,  that  all  cireum* 

stanomof  aggravalton  Or  mtligetion  should  be  attended  to 

so.  t  lie  apportioning  the  imnishment ;  such,  f(»r  instann*, 

•Blhe  cane 4>f  nctoally fosciog  the  tlocur,  or  atiifcing.the 


•». 


fiI3  Tins  FAftLrAvevTABT  Mwmstt^Wm       [cawr^ 

bloW^  'circiiffMtances  at  pri^ol  atleaded  lofin'fMobnia^ 
firnis.     Such  circnnuslB»rei.wotil(l  unqueUioiiaibl^  htve 
f^*ct  in  dc<frring  ffom  the  commisiiittii  af  orime*  imdcr 
inich  afrgniviitet]  circunKtamn's.    The  neoRttit;  of  allowu 
ing  a  discretion  in  (lie^e  caters,  floacd  fcon  the  knuperfi^o 
tion  €>f  liie  human  powers  of  jndicment.     Hot  wbcthec 
the  discretifin  nvaft  1o  be  given  to  the  jndfae.  or  the^jurji 
m  far  as  be  could  form  an  nptnton,  he  ihoufrhtiit  sboaid  be 
left  to  tJie  jodge.    When  the  house  cotibidrred  tiie  maitnet . 
in  wjiich  (lie  judges,  nol  alone  of  the  preseni  clay,  but 
fpr  martj  years  back,  were  selected  from  a  deaerifilioniof 
persons  against  iihom  no  reflection  could'  lie,  be^wns 
prn^rtaded  that  it  woukl  be  eridnit  the  diKOvHioii  cotikl 
no  whore  be  better  {daced.     lie  woald  much  rallier  sea 
il  fudged  in  their  hand»  ihaa  with  juries,  unless  it  cotthl 
he  made  snhject  to  definite  ruWs,  .and  jtirirs  slioutd  lie 
found  enlightened  enough  to  dtsceru  aind  decide  upmi  the 
actual  meritii,  u|Mm  a  connprehensive  view  of  all  tho'cir*  . 
cumstances  ol  each  rase^     Bui,  though  a  fric^  todiacre* 
lion   itnder  the  qi9?ililicttiioiis  be  Jiad  statni,  he  should 
never  n<:cede  to  the  esUhlishment  of  unlimited  di!«ordiim 
in  any  qnnrter.     He  bbouldhere  enter  hiK  protest  against 
Ihe  general  principle  of  nny  extensive  alteraliuii«  at  tba' 
tame  time  reM^rvitig  to  hiniM^Ifib^  right  t*f  mgwaAtif  to 
aiich  parts  of  the  meyures  uf  Uu*  honourable  and  learned 
niember  in  which  lie  could,,  .con^cuiitly  with  his  viuwa 
and  principles,  concur.  ^  He  was  convinced  Ihat  My  w* 
formation  to  be  Iseneficial  must  be  made  ia  the  oetatl^i  -^ 
and  IK  h list  he  cnteriaiai'd  that  ^{union,  he   nnist  ml  aU 
tinies  oppose  any  large  or  exle^iuve  steps  towards  an  tib* 
ject  which,  in  hia  view,  was  only  to  be  gmdualiy  af^ 
tnined.    Though  he  refi))ected  and  admired  the  lawa  ol 
I^ngland,  be  should  never  suffer  his  veneration  for  them  (o 
indnce  him  to  resist  nny  measure  which  might  be  bro^gbl 
forward  for  their  actual  improvement,    . 

jifr.  IVifidham  conceived  the  present  to  be  a  <|uestioQ- if* 
where  guilt  was  fonnd,  execution  of  the  senteiu:e  aaueBed 
mnvX  follow  as  the  necessary  consequence*  This  it  was 
impossible  ever  to  lay  donn*  Such  a  doctrine  wouk)  ffe* 
quire  certain  and  precUe  rules  of  proceeding,  whicb  il 
would  be  iniposbible  to  lay  ditwn  as.  applical»le  to  every. 
particular  caf^e.  lie  proceeded  to  notjoe  the .  difiereiil 
arguments  in  tlie  publicHrion  -of  Sir  8.  liomilly  on  tbis 
subject,  from  the  .grcatvr  part  |of  vl^icb  he  expinaued  bli 
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dfsft^ttt.  H^  cienied  tAat  n  mnn  ^raserer  punWiecI  because,  ^ 
he  had  becrt  <rviiilyof  another  criinr,  diircreiit  fram  that 
oit  aecoinit  4)f  whidb  Jie  vrns  trial  ;  or  that,  ui  the  Jan* 
fr«ageofhb  honoiirable  and  Irtirned  frifnd'u  pamphM^ 
the  ^)rrsbn  so  concteintifd  snffored  not  for  the  crime  of  which 
be  was  found  guilty,  but  for  luiolhcrof  Hluch  hclal3ourefl 
only  under  the  suspicion.  It  was  nn  did  and  a  true  saying-^ 
tbnt  the  last  feather  broke  (he  horhc^s  hack,  but  he  pre- 
Mimed)  it  would  hardly  be  said  that  a  feather  would  break 
a  horse's  bock,  if  there  was  no  pre-existing  weight  in)- 
{losed  on  hirn.  In  this  view  did  lie  regard  the  arffument 
now  uMsA  by  his  honourable  attd  learned  friend,  tiecon^ 
.  ceired  ihat  laws  were  originally  made,  not  so  much  for  the  . 

tmnihhmeiif,  as  for  the  prevention  of  crime.  IntinaidatioH, 
le  matritained,  wo^tbe  Best  method  of  eOecting  this*  [its 
hoH'>ufBbie  and  learned  friend  5>eemedMo  argue  that  i\o 
sentence  ought  to  be  piissed  which  should  not  bccxeciited. 
But  was  it  possible  to  lay  down  buch  a  rule  ?  It  was , 
hnposstble  to  judge  of  any  case  till  it  actually  occurred  ; 
but  to  ftpply  the  argument  of  his  honourable  andl^rned 
friend,  it  woidd  be  neces^ary  to  look  to  cases  known  and 
uaknown.     It  was  possible  to  distinguish  things obviousljr 

'  different  in  themselves,  but  it  was  impossible  uncondition- 
aliy.to  provide  for  diffi^rent  degreed  of  the  same  species.of 
itiTence.  The  right  hoiiottrable  gentleman  proceeded  io 
aUude  to  a  bill^  which  he  understood  .was  once  niore  to 
Gotne  before  Ihem,  for  preventing  cruelty  to  animab,  oo 
which  BO  two  men  could  have  the  same  feeling  for  an/ 
constderable  period  of  time,  and  on  which  no  one  man 
cotdd  think  alike  fiir  half  an  hour  together.  He  could  nqt 
help  looking  with  an  eye  of  jealousy  on  all  such  visionarjr 
sehciTies,  which'  had  bnmanity  and  justice  for  their  osten- 
ftible'eausas.  What  had  we  witnessed  within  the  last 
twenty  y«ars?  Hud  notttie  French  revolution  begun  with 

^the  abolition  of  capital  punishments  in  every  case;  but 
not  tilt  they  bad  sacrifloed  their  sovereign,  whom  they  had 
ihtta  made  the  grand  finale  to  this  species  of  punishment* 
When  he  looked,  however,  to  the  miltioas  who  had  .since 
/atfen  in  tiae  course  of  the  revolution,  he  could  not  but 
regand  all  schanes  of  the  kind  with  an  eye  of  jealousgr. 
jle^isked,  tlierelbre,  if  such  a  system  as  tliis  was,  without 
iXNisick^atioii  of  any  kind,  lo  be  put  up  against  that  of  Mr« 
fatey? 
V  MikeMdMtr  of  #Ae  .RoOg  said,  'ibat  it  was  a  priociple 
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ivhich  ivks  asfreed  (o  on  nl!  hnnds,  that  thi  prevention  of 
crimes  "WAS  the  object  of  pnnishmcnt ;  and  the  question 
only  was, 't\hct her  tlic*  plan  propospd  by  his  honoiitnbfc 
and  Icnrnod  friend  (Sir  S.  RoiniHy)  would  not  be,  in  tit 
pVobabilKy,  more  efficacious  for  the  attainment  of  that 
object  than  the  system  of  criminal  Ifiws  which  now  exi^^ts. 
If  it  were  only  equally  etficacions  with  the  existing  system^ 
«very  boily  must  prefer  it,  as  producin<^  tlie  san^e  effect 
hy  ro<.*an«  less  severe  ;  but  it  appeared  to liim  that  it  would 
tiot  oniy  Ik*  as  efficacious,  but  prolmbly  mom  so.     H  was 
evklent,  that  either  the  law  or  the  practice  must  bo  wron^, 
and  whiclisoever  was  wrong  ought  to  be  remedied.     Now 
the  practice  of  not  inflicting  the  punishment  denounced 
by  the  Iftw,  came  every  day  before  the  observation  of  the 
public,  and  under  the  inspect  toll  of  parliament,  and  yet 
no  fault  had  been  found  with  it.  There  wns  no  disp'*sitioa 
to  censure  the  judges,  or  his  majesty's  advisers,  for  not 
putting  tiie  law   in  execution.     It  therefore  did  appear 
to  him  to  be  most  clear  ihi\i  in  the  public  opinion  the 
laws  appeared  too  severe  in  their  panishmcnti.  '  It  waa 
wrnng,  in  any  enuntry,  that  the  laws  should  be  in  direot 
opposition  to  public  opinion;  but  it  woald  be  paftic^nrly 
improper  In  mis  country,  where  offences  are  tried  by  a 
jury,  M<\  where  laws  contrary  to  the  general  cminion  ^tnre 
not  likely  to  be  well  executed.    There  in  ftol  apiieared 
to  be  a  universal  confederacy  in  this  i^ouutiy  against  tfie 
criminnl  lawns  i(  now  stands,     fn  tlie  first  plate  the  jtiric^v 
notwithstanding  the  [>aucity  of  execafions,  still  were  nn- 
wiUiaglo  trubt  the  Kve^  of  the  prisoners  to  the  discrelieft 
of  the  judg;,  but  took  hold  of  evcrjr  possible  circaVnstance 
to  acquit  them  of  the  capital  part  of  (he  charge.    Hexi 
comefhe  judges  ;  and  lastly  his  majesty's  advisers,  Who 
were  all  anxiotis  to  spartf  the  lives  of  those  who  bi^  beiMi 
capitalty  convicted.     It  therefore  appeared  to  be  geiie* 
Tally  ngteed  by  all  men,  that  the  punishment  of  death 
was  inach  <oo  severe  for  the  ^nerality  of  oflfi^noss  a^uft 
which  it  was  denmmced.  If  intimidution  woiiM«bsolatd>. 
preveat  crime,  the  pnnishment  of  death  might  tie  h(^ld  ottt 
im  the  most  trifling olFenccs  ;  but  it  was  well  known  thtit 
^belcvror  even  ofdettth  would  aot  alto^Kbcr  prevenCthto 
bommfesioti  of  crimes.  Juries  were  now  m  a  inanoer  fufceA 
by  lire  KTerity  of  the  law  to  fokc  HJKm  themvifclyes  a  dla^ 
creUon  which  the  law  never  intended  to  give  them^'  JSVeit 
the  sanctity  of  their  oath  Wttasoni«iirae»oblifMiiyi6ldt# 
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tiiefeelings  of  nature,  and  tlioy  \9eie  guilif  of  ivhat  had 
heen  .sometimes  called  v^  pious jper jury  ^  id  acquit  a  prisoner 
The  fanlt  was  in  the  lair  as  it  noiv  stood ;  for  everj  law 
muiit  be  faulty  which  aqts  so  decidedljr  against  the  feelings 

,of  the  whole  country.  He  did  not  mean  io  say  that  the 
law  sltould  in  every  case  be  carried  into  strict  execution^ 
nor  would  he  wish  that  his  majesty -should  be  deprived  of 
the  power  of  granting  pardons.  He  thought,  however, 
that  pardons  should  be  only  exceptions  to  the  general 
rale,  apd  that  it  was  by  no  means  right  that  the  general 
adinioistration  of  the  Criminal  law  of  the  country  should 
be  founded  on  the  king's  pardon,  whether  his  ma^ty  iras 
advised  by  his  judges  or  his  other  advisers.  He  never 
could  conceive  how  he  could  agree  to  passing  any  law 
unless  it  were  his  intention  that  it  should  be  generally -^x-* 
ecuted.  II  had  been  urged,  that  in  the  plan  proposed  by 
iJs  honourable  and  learned  friend  (Sir  S.  Roroiliy)  there 
was  a  considerable  degree  of  discretion  given.  It  was  tru<^ 
that  there  necessarily  was  a  considerable  degree  of  discre* 
Hon,  but.theii  it  was  a  discretion  of  a  very  different  nature* 

.  It  was  not  a  discretion  going  to  life  or  death,  but  merely 
Qf  proportioning  the  gradations  of  a  certain  sort  of  punish* 
ment  to. the  gradations  of  crimes.  In  capital  punishments  , 
there  was  no  possible  gradation ;  and  be  thought  it  too 
much  generally  to  leave  the  life  or  death  of  persons  con- 
fided to  the  npere  discretion  of  the  judge.  It  was  this 
which  induced  juries  so  often  to  acquit  prisoners  when 
{ber^ could  be  hardly  any  donbt  of  their  giiilt.  If,  how- 
e,ver,  a  milder  system'  should  be  introduced,  there  would 
be  no  longer  so  much  repngnancc  to  prosecuting  offenders, 
or  so  much  disinclination  to  convict  them.  lie  therefore 
approved  \>f  tlie  principle  of  the  bill  of  his  honourable 
ftna  learned  friend,  and  thought  that  an  experiment  of 
tbi[|t  sort  might  very  safely  be  tried.  He  tbou^^ht  that  it 
was  better  calculated  .Hiin  the  present  system  for  prevent- 
ing crimes,  by  rendering  the  pnnisiiment  more  certjiin. 

\  He  therefore  bho^ld  supjpoft  (he  bill. 

!   .  The  AUornei/  General^  confining  himself  to  theparticu« 

.  tar  bills  before  the  house,  maintained  that,  as  far  as  his 
QXi^erience  went,  parties  were   not  by  the  existing  law 

;  ^Kestrained  from  prosecuting,  nor  juries  from  finding  the 
fact.     He  Hrgu(tl  that  the  law  was  already  armed  with  alt 

/the  power  given  by  this  bill,  and  so  far  executed.  Though 

,  .ftlons  of  this  descriplion  were  often  exempted  from  death, 
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Ibejr  wA«  >ti1l  ttftnsported)  hnf^riaoiipdi  fte.  Thdi  Ifitr 
bw^  ak  it  fttood,  hsid  all  ine  pdwer  <yf  pmrhbrnent  Md 
prevention  kiren  by  the  bills^  and  the  fbi^tr  o#  dieath  fil' 
addltioln.  He  argucHl  that  the  poa^lbtlity  of  uiffiolillg' 
imih  did  operate  as  a  preVent4ori ;  though  ht^  alkd  atiieiif' 
^bo  thought  with  hin1|  laboor^d  under  a  dtshdmsntagie' 
6rom  not  bein^  able  to  produce  instanc!^,  because  what 
iraa  prev'enlea  was  never  seen-.  He  imintaioed  thalihesif 
tases  were  often  attended  with  cifcutbktaites  wUch  mi^ 
dered  extr(^mcly  pr6per  the  power  of  (nflictifig  the  pnnisli^ 
itaent  of  death ;  and  he  illustrated  this  by  eases  which  he 
iad  seen,  on  tbd  circuit  in  the  early  inirt  of  his  fife,  wheie 
Ijie  dweflings  of  boor  cottagers  had  bedn  ^ioiidered  while 
they  were  at  their  labour.  The  siti^atioii  was  different  in 
originating  a  laW  entirely  frdm  that  of  pr6posing  a  BbW 
one,  with  a  repdial  of  an .  r>id  la\^  on  the  same  point ;  mlesa 
experience  prdved  th6  oM  to  be  pernicious  it  ought  not  to 
be  altered  on  mere  theory.     He  denied  thAt  experience  had 

? roved  the  existing  law  to  be  pemtcioos  or  ineAeaeious. 
he  judges  >yho  must  be  best  acqainted  with  its  practicafi 
effect,  had  not  been  consulted,  or  at  least  they  had  not 
given  their  sanction  to  the  proposed  change*  Coaodyfeg 
Uiat  no  particukir  good  would  result  from  this  diadgte  he 
was  adverse  id  the  blllsw 

.Mr,  Morris  ittaintaincd,  that  it  ^as  nbtorbas  tinci 
parties  were  often  prevented  from  prosecuttffej^,  and  wtt^ 
Besses  from  coming  forward,  by  the  sevenCy  bf  the  exiatlilg^ 
law,  and  tluit  juries  iterc  often  obltged  to  have  iPecourse  to 
a  pious  fierjury^  as  it  had  been  called.  It  was  hnoecessaty 
,  for  him  to  state  the  importance  of  not  relaxijig  the  ciMiga- 
tion  of  an  oath  ;  be  was  for  leaving  this  amiable  weakness 
<if  pious  perjury,  or  whaft^ver  it  might  be  termed,  to  thd 
circulaf  iug  Iit)raries,  nfid  for  ket*ptng  it  out  of  the  coiirts  Of 
law.  These  bills  were-  brougnt  forward  lis  a  remedy 
against  oxibting  evil — an  evil  which  every  one  in  the  hdbfi 
of  attending  on  criminal  courts  must  know  to  exist.  Tba 
discretion  as  (othe  iriilictioti  ot  death  the  judges  would,  he 
believed,  ^ery  readily  dispense  with.  It  was  orte  wbich 
thev  felt  iheraost  painful  anxicly  in  exercising. 

Colonel  Frankland  was  aware  that  the  duty  might  be 
painful,  yet  no  magistrate  of  any  description  had  contt 
&rward  to  pray  for  relief  from  this  discretion,  which  he 
agreed  \\\oy  would  be  very  glad  io  get  rid  off,  if  it  Gaol4 
be  done  consistently  with  the  public  good.    He  (etrgufd^ 


«i^fif  M«;pf  t)ie  rigb(  lv»iQDri»i)le  gpAtleniart  (th4, 
star  #  Uw  AoI|l))  i^^pectinf^  a  diftpretioo,  ejuidem  ze^, 
neris }  aid  poQt^aody  thftt  it  ligmificjj  nothing  wtaetEer 
i}ie  <tM€s  to  vro^di  th^  discretiQa  wa$  to  leach,  had  any 
WR9lney  f^  ^.ot.  T^eie  vfas  a  discretion  pF  punishing 
iWejctiw  wii^  death  in  tf)P  milit^rj  c(kle,  and  Vet  Imrdly 
one  put  of  100,000  deserters  vat  put  tp  death*  He  argued^ 
that  the  pei^il  lawa  of  fjngland  ycrie  necessarily  mor6 
aevexe  than  th/oii^  of  other  coMutries,  because  the  cootroat 
ap4  &^pi<^ioua  ivatchio|f  of  private  action^  was  less  rjgid^ 
Such  a  «y6teiii  of  9Uspici0Q  was  utterly  inconsistent  with 
the&eliiigB  andlibeitie^  pf  the  people  of  (his  country,  and 
therefore  the  penal  law  must  pfi  nnore  severe.  In  other 
countries  the  armed  man  wa^  every  inhere,  and  hO  hi/nself 
kad  seen  him  among  a  crowd  of  young  people  at  a  .baU> 
and  interfering  io  tell  one  of  the  danqers  that  be  must  not 
turn  hia  partner  tfiat  way*  Oujr  code  bad  grown  out  pjf 
the  comroayctfl  sf  s^iem*  Forgery  was  but  a  weeny,  but 
the  security  of  pipppesty  n^ade  it  necessary  to  punish  it 
with  death*.  He  deprecated  these  alterations  of  the  law^ 
as  at^c^i^ed  irith  the  worst  efiec^.  This  he  said  generally, 
^^tece  miAtba  exo^ions. 

Jkfr*  Wilbefforc€  observed,  that  the  greati^r  part  if  not 
the  wh<de  of  the  argument  used  by  the  gentlertiaii  on  the 
oth^r  side*  wouU  Apply  more  correcUy  to  any  measure 
for  die  e^atdisbment  of  a  totally  new  system  of  police 
than  to  the  bill  under  conaideralion.  But  eyen  supposing 
this  bill  inyoliiel  a  proposition  for  the  diminution  of 
Cf4pital  punishments  generally^  could  /gentlemen  put  the 
t^t  ol*  that  expeiience,  upon  which  they  prof<?bsed  sa 
Uptii^h  to  ground,  against  the  propriety  of  suoh  a  proposi- 
tion,*  Ij|ow  did  experieaice  argue  upon  this  question  f 
\y  hy^  that  the  infliction  of  capital  punishments  had  be- 
C9me  comiHiratively  infrequent  and  unnecessary.  In  the 
Wgn  of  Henry  TIiL  the  number  of  capital  punishments 

SIS  at  fbe  rate  of  8,000  per  annum  ;  in  the  Ijrne  of  EKza- 
th  it  fell  to  400 ;  and  be  understood  that  of  late  years, 
since  the  Revolution,  a  very  small  proportion  of  fliose  who 
were  sentenced  ever  suffered  death*  I'rpm  this  he  inferred 
|Jia|.fttt0h  a  punishment  had  been  found  in  great  part  un- 
necess^ary ;  and  why  then  should  the  power  ot*  inllictiog  it 
be  allowed  to  remain  in  so  great  a  proportion  of  our  penal 
laws  subject  \o  the  discretipji  of  tlic  judges,  and  subject 
ahp  t^  all  th^  inconveniences  which  lud  been  already 
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stated  with  rqgard  to  proMouforjiy  jorifca^md  wi<i|eM«,&ntf 
the  frequent  impunity  of  guilt  ia  conaediiftfite  of  tiie  ier- 
cessiye  scTerity  of  punishment  ?  As  to  m  mensiire  lidieifre 
the  house,  the  plain*  question  was,  whdiher  the  ofbnte 
described  vfus  of  that  natare  to  which  the  punishment  of 
death  onghCto  apply  i  And  he  was  fully  prepared  upon 
the  fullest  deliberation  to  decide  in  the  negafive.  Oof  of 
1,000  sentenced  only  one  being  executed,  it  was  clear  that 

.  the  law  was  unnecessary,  ancf  that  the  exception  was  the 
rule,  while  the  rule  was  the  except  ion.  Instead  of  severe 
punishments,  which  had  no  effect  in  preventing  therepefi- 
tton  of  Crimes,  or  promoting  the  amendment  of  criminals, 
he  would  strongly  recommend  the  general  establishment  of 
the  penitentiary  system— not  only  with  respect  to  thi^ 
case,  but  to  many  others ;  he  could  not  help  considering 
the  severity  of  our  penal' code  as  inconsistent  with  jnsfice 
and  humanity,  as  a  disgrace  to  the  character  of  the  conn- 
try.  So  much  indeed  was  his  right  honourable  firiend, 
now  no  more,  (Mr.  Pitt)  persuaded  of  the  rectitude*  of 
this  opinion,  that  to  his  knowledge  that  distinguished 
person  had  it  in  contemplation  to  commit  the  whole  of 
our  penal  code  ip  the  revision  of  some  able  lawyers,  for 
the  purpose  of  digesting  a  plan  to  lessen  the  sanciiinary 
nature  of  its  punisbments,  and  the  knowledge  of  this  cir- 
cumstance ought  to  have  considerable  weight  with  those 
who  respected  the  opinion  of  thai  great  man.  To  the 
able  and  eminent  lawyer  who  bad  undertaken  this  revision, 
and  who  had  brought  forward  ilie  bill  under  discussion, 
be  for  one  would  declare,  as  lie  felt,  the  most  unfeigned 
thanks,  and  he  couUl  not  avoid  adding  the  fxpreasion  of 
his  regret,  that  his  bonourat^leaod  Learned  friend  was  not  to 
bis  benevolent  undertakings  more  iidcquatrfy  supported^ 

lite  Solicitor  Genend  seconded  the  recommendalion  of 
bis  honourable  friend  who  had  Just  sat  down  for  the  gene- 
ral establishment  of  penitentiaries,  having  kno\in  the  be- 
ncficinl  effects  of  that  system  from  his  own  experience.  It 
was  indeed  notorious,  that  the  consequence  pf  ordinary 
imprisonment  of  the  h^Iks  and  of  transportation,  was  to 
confirm,  or  rather  to  aggravate  the  habits  of  bad  nien«  it 
was,  therefore,  necessary  to  devitse  other  roeann,  at  leost 
for  the  amendment  of  offcndcrg^  so  as  to  6i  them  for  rps<t>- 
ratron  1o  society,  and  be  knew  of  nothing  better  than  tlmt 
prescribed  by  the  act  of  the  19th  of  his  present  ma icsly,  lor 
the  establishment  of  penitentiaries.    The  learned  geoik« 
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*  :BW^4mMky  StmB  his  o#«vcxpeMetic^,  tliatth^  fear  of  (Ub 
.^fmaiiahmeRtof  death  hud  cbeef&ct  ascribed  toitnpbn'tbe 
.fttrad^^cfprioiccntcnrs,  witoesiieri  and  juries,  and  bebeliey- 
.ei^  BO  piQClicalmancoold'say  s6;  or  th^t  that  fear  had  no 
..eSe^^  upon orimtiuilfi.    indeed  it  wduld  heeoi  very  strange 
tbfit  the  fear  of  death  should  be  operative  upon  the  mind 
4>f  proseeutorB,  Avitiiesses,  and  juries,  ivhile  it  should  be 
"wholly  UBoperative  upon  the  mind  of  the  offender,  \fbowas 
alone  to  be  subject  to  the  punishment.  'As  to  the  idea  of 
impunity  to  offenders  resultino^.  from  the  operation  of  this 
fear,  he  was  quite  astoiii^shed  at  the  assertion-    For  it  mis 
urdU  known  that    prosecutors    could,    if'  they  pl^ised, 
.leave  out  the  capital  part  of  the  charge  in  their  indiot- 
ment ;  and  the  juries  being  so  apt,  as  it  was  said,  to  re« 
duce  the  value  of  the  goods  stolen,  in  order  to  evade  the 
oapitid  punishment,  how  could  it  be  said  that  the  law^  as 
it  stood,  afforded  any  facility  to  the  escape  of  guilt,  as 
even  threvasion  of  the  capital  punishment  could' not  se- 
cure impunity  to  the  criminal  ?     Upon  the  whole  he  feUit 
io  be  his  doty  io  oppose  the  motion,  conceiving  the  law, 
as  it  stood,  to  be  necessary  for  the  protection  qf  an  £ng« 
iishman's  house,  which  was  proverbially  his  castle.  (Acrj^ 
of  hear,  hear !  from  some  gentlemen  on  the  apposition  side.y 
Yes,  said  tlie  learned  ijtentleman,  I  would  have  an  £ng« 
liabman's  habihttioh  protected  from  being  the  refuge  of  a 
oriminal,  as  well  as  from  being  the  object  of  a  crimind^s 
attack.    {Some  chvers  on  the  ministerial  benches.)    After 
fiome  panegyric  upon  the  general  system  of  our  penal 
laws,   the    learned    gentleman  concluded  with    observ* 
ing  upon  the  impropriely  of  abridging  the  discretion  of 
the  judges,  or  in(rodnciAg  any  innovation  where  no  |)rac- 
tieal  mischief  was  (bond  to  result  from  the  existing  ^tab- 
blisbm/^nt. 

il/r.  Canning;  wished  not  to  be  misunderstood  in  the  vote 
he  meant  to  give  upon  this  question.  He  would  vote  fur 
the  motion  before  the  house,  where  he  subscribed  to  much 
of  the  general  reasoning  adduced  by  its  opponents,  and 
•  proteslod  to  the  greater  part  of  that  ascribed  to  the  learned 
mover,  upon  his  opening,  whic4i  hq  did  not  happen  to 
have  heard.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  exposed 
the  faikioy  of  the  argument  used  by  his  learned  friend  who 
spoke  last,  with  regard  to  the  operation^  of  the  £t;ars  of  (he 
|>unifrhment  of  death  upon  the  mind  of  posooutors  and 
jiifies  compared  to  thcit  upon  the  minds  of  offenders ;  foe 


IhtdiitUietiM  muidMr  belmeit^he  iediogii^r  al#<ll  itk 
fldated  mind,  and  those  which  mofil  be  svppoiofli  to  1it» 
wig  to  hardened  sinners.    The  one  nrfghl  oe  tery  <«  wil* 
tins  ^  iidliot  that  which  the  other  might  be  compamtivehr 
iodifierenl  about  saflbring.    As  to  Qie  means  whieh  bu 
karoed  friend  described  as  still  in  the  Dower  of  prosecalors 
In  ptotoot  offenders  from  capital  punishment,  he  eon^ftssed 
Ibnt  be  could  not  reconctle  the  use  <rf(hese  means,  with  the 
#oneeption  which  he  had  of  the  obligation  to  which  ptn* 
mantniSy  as  all  other  witnesses,  were  sobieet  to  tell  ^^  the 
vhole  truth /^    Bat  he  did  not  wish  to  fea^e  the  life  of 
snmi  losuch  discretions,  or  to  subject  ofences  to  a  greater 
^gme  of  pnnishmeni  than  thry  deserred,  which  ^iras  fiiirly 
Ibe  case  hefoee  the  house*    He  begged  to  protest  against 
ihe  ohaigtt  of  iiiooiration  as  applied  totbts  case.    For  him* 
aM  he  thought  he  might  say,  thai^  no  such  imputation 
oonld  apply  to  him.     But,  in  fiicf ,  ll  could  not  at  all  ap« 
ply  to  urn  motion.     It  might  as  well  be  said,  that  the  act 
this  motion  proposed  to  repeal  was,  upon  its  original  en« 
nelment,  an  inaomtion.    Probably  it  was  then  a  great  hi* 
immtion,  which  a  change  of  circumstances  had  now  ren- 
dbrsd  it  quite  uaneocsiiary  any  longer  to  continue.    He 
could  not,  tbemfoDe,  aUow  such  a  cry  to  inf  nence  his 
judgment. 

Tke  Ckancelhr  of  ihe  Excketuer  did  not  agree  in  the 
jmitness  of  the  criticism  pameci  upon  the  sfieech  of  his 
kamed  friend  (the  Solicitor  Geuernl),  by  his  riglit  honour* 
able  friend  wlio  spoke  last,  in  the  proposition  put  by  t4ie 
hisi  apeaker.  He  argued  from  the  case  of  the  hardened 
ofinider  ngniiifit  tlie  scruples  of  an  humane  juror;  but  it 
was  n^  ihe  hardened  offender  they  wanted  (o  deter,  bat 
those  who  had  not,  perh;i|)8,  lieen  gnihy  of  any  ofienoe. 
He  denied  that  the  opinions  ot*  legal  men  were  )KHsed  upofi 
the  practical  good  coiiseqaenres  of  the  law  as  it  now  frtotxl. 
He  rather  thonght  (hat  the  authority  of  legal  men  was  oa 
one  side,  and  that  side  the  law,  as  it  was,  and  not  as  ft 
would  be  innovated  u|)on.  Jl  ha<l  i)ecn  said,  that  juries  wove 
deterred  from  bringing  in  vercjicts  of  conviction,  but  how 
many  were  deterred  from  the  commission  of  the  ofli*ncc? 
ProsKTuturs  ^vho  abandoned  tliecapitnl  part  of  any  cha^re 
^liich  tliey  could  substantiitte,  might  bt;b{ickward  lu  pnv* 
niulgnting  such  proofs  i>f  their  own  hunianitj'.  But  what 
rccortis  coukl  ihey  exiKx:t  to  have  of  the  numbers  who  had 
been  deterred  from  the  dommission  of  crime  by  the  dioa^l 


oMcffiaii;  lfiteo4pMoi»iwMetnA  Ilkdy  (o  «cmiM  timOllN^ 
twwld  knfe'  betn  .<iif hMest-bUi  for  f the  •  law.  The  t»|M« 
p^icd  «ehtMig»  iiiit*  jfeundBct  upoa  tboor7,«which,  liowef^' 
pl««iiiiM«^ k>tight aoC- U^  be aHfi>ral  to > btar  down  theopi 
(HiBiflg  Ic^ttrntH^  of  lottg  ttiabHabed  pniietiee. 
•  '^Samutl  HattnUu  said)  in  the  wy  brief  reply  whidt 
W;sboiiid  fee)  it  hit  tlvtjr  to  make,  be  wooM  eoafiae  bfiM 
Mlf  SRffely  to  tbe  bill  wbich  he  badptepMed.  *  He  wU 
mUcb  Mirptixed  aA  the  eatraragant  notioiia  which  bad 
bfOffi  altribilted  i»  him  ;  one  gentiemaa  thoaght  lie  waat* 
fd  lointftKhiee  a  French  {mice;  anotbei'  thai  he  wai 
al)out  to  originate  a  Fiencxh  revolniioa,  and  actaaUyvpft 
peakd  to  his  humanity  as  to  the  laiMiotts  be  might  saeri^ 
nee.  Now,  teelly,  his  only  object  was  ^ne  iKury  foreign  to 
either  of  those,  namely^  the  prevcntiofi  of  a  oriae  wiriolt 
had  of  late  years  much  increased,  from  an  all  judged  sys* 
tem.     The  rerr  case  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xohcy 

?|uer  had  quotea  as  dgeratated,  and  as  likely  to  be  rescued 
rom  punishment  by  thfg  bill,  was  one  of  all  others  which 
this  bill  went  particnlarly  (o  prevent,  that  of  btealing*  m 
a  dwelUncf- house.     As  the  iuw  now  stood,  the  poaishment 
i(*s  Y:b^Rl ;  fMid  Hie  yfety  idea  of  that  would  be  sufficient 
I6«dett!<r  ^^is^cutkMi,  for  no  master  could  find  it  in  faia 
heart  to  cause  the  dmt^  of  the  person  ^ith  whose  face  he 
had  been  familiar  in  private  liTe,  attd  wliom  he  had  em« 
ployed  in  every  domex to  offiee-^^e  CDas^cquence  was  no 
presccutioa  at  all  took  place,  and  iiieofbiKl^n  escaped* 
Now  his  bill  went,  by  t>ropofiii!g^  a  morf'lcsiioQt  panisb* 
mcnt,  to  produce  a  m(H:e  certain  prosecution,  and  tliereiiy 
more  cfPcclually  to  prevent  (lie  ivpetUion  of  tiieofience« 
}ic  denied  that  he  had  ever. refused  all  discreiion io  the 
jiidgt^,  but«cor»fcssed  that   he  wiHhe4  to  limit  ihat  discre* 
tion  as  much  an  possible,  by  rndcavouring  to  reduce  ihd 
law  to  as  much  certainty  as  he  couhL    An  hcmojirahie 
H^entleinan,  very  fond  oi  qim^in^  Ur.  Paley  again&t  bimj 
had  ridiculed  the  idea  q(  the  certainty  of  puui^haieiil 
being  much  more  eRicacious  than  its  severity  :  it  wns  un* 
fortunate,  however,  for  him  that  his  great  favourite^  his 
light  of  ihe  sun,  Paley,  was'  in  direct  contradiction  to 
him  in  the  i)respnt  instance.     He  was. not  very  anxious 
now  to  trepass  at  any  length  upon  the  house,  as  hisj^pi- 
tiions  vftte  already  so  much  at  length  before  the  public* 
He  could  ndt  help,  however,  alluding  to  the  bold  asser» 
lion  which  had  been  made,  that  all  the  judges  were  di" 
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lectl^  aj^tnst  his  bill.  The  fact  was^  he  had  made  com- 
manications  to  Ibem  all,  and  bad  rkut  reofeived  an  mi- 
fitYomnble  answer  from  one  of  them ;  their  constant 
practice  was  indeed  directly  in  his  favour.  There  was 
no  office  of  the  judge  more  solemn,  nor  any  judgment  of 
the  law  more  awful  than  passing  the  sentence  of  death ; 
and  yet  its  frequency,  and  ,the  few  cases  in  which  it  was 
fo lulled,  now  rendered  it  almost  absolutely  null — the 
wietcbed  criminal  himself  remained  unpitied,  from  th^ 
uncertainty  of  his  fate,  and  was  often  hurried  to  eternity 
un.preparcci,  from  the  fiilse  and  cruel  hope  with  which 
that  uncertainty  had  inspired  him. 
.   The  house  then  divided : 

Ayes    *    •    31— Noes    -    •    33 
The  bill  was  of  course  lost. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 
wBi>NEsnAr,'MAy,  2. 

CRUELTY   TO   ANIMALS. 

Lord  Erskiue  gave  notice,  that  he  should  move  the  s^ 
eond  reaJinff  of  his  bill  for  preventing  malidotts  and 
wanton  crueUy  to  animals  on  Monday,  f(Hr  which  day  the 
Lords  were  ordered  to  be  summoned. 

TliE  nOKE  OF  anUNSWICK. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  presented  a  message  from  his 
majesty,  relative  to  the  Duke  of  Bnmswick,  (the  same  as 
that  presented  to  the  commons  on  Monday),  and  moved 
that  it  be  taken  into  considerntion  the  next  day,  and  that 
tho  lords  i>e  summoned. — Ordered. 

In  answer  ti>  n  Question  from  Lord  Holland,  across  the 
table,  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  stated,  that  it  was  tnerely  ia- 
tended  to  move  an  a(ldr(*ss  of  general  concurrence,  with* 
out  at  present  pledging  the  house  to  any  particular 
measure.  ^ 

BErERBION  BILL* 

•  Earl  Grosvenor  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  the 
second  reading  of  the  reversion  bill  on  Friday,  for  whioh 
day  the  lords  were  ordered  to  be  summoned. 

Lord  Holland  wished  that  ministers  would  state  what 
their  cour.sc  of  prpca^ding  was  intended  to  be  with  ro> 
ference  to  the  point  staitcd  on  Uie  diacusaion  of  the  foraMK 
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hiil^  rcdjiiivo  to  Ums  o^^essUy  of  haviog'  his  m^esly^s  eon^ 
JB^nt  ins9iiie»6tMe.ojCthlebUL  .  :; 

The  EhH  of  Liverpocd  stated^  that  he^  bad  not  received 
hl&  majoity^s  cooiaiaiids  to  sikke  anjr  commuhi^alim  rc^ 
Litive  fi>  tUe  bill. 

4^d  Viscouni  Sldmonlh  adveHed  to  ynhii  be  had  s»id 
on  ike  di&cussiou  of  the  former  bill^  and  observed,  tliiil  he 
lutd  not  then  heard  any  doubt  stkggested  as  to  the  oeces* 
•i<y  of  having  his  majesty's  con^nt  in  some  stage  Of  it  { 
^nil  if  he  now  heard  no  doubt  suggested  upon  that  pointy 
iie  bboald  assume  it  to  be  admitted  that  his  m^^est^'s 
consent  was  necessary  iu  some  stage'  of  the  present  bill; 
in  that  case  he  thought  it  would  be  moftt  expedient fbr 
ministers  4o  advise  his  majesty  to  jgive  his  content  in  aii 
early  stage  of  the  bill.  He  did  Hot  at  the  stnne  time  mcait 
to  contend  that  the  want  of  his  raajesty^s  consent  ought 
to  prevent  the  discussion  of  the  bill. 

Tlie  Earl  ofRosslyn  expressed  his^  satisfaction  in  tb^ 
mulorstanding,  that  the  discussion  of  the  bill  ought  not  to 
be  prevented  by  the  want  of  his  majesty^s  consent. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said^  that  whatever  might  Ws 
the  opia^on  of  noble  lords,  with  reference  to  bis  majesty  V 
consent  bekig  necessary,  or  to  the  propriety  of  gtting  ihal. 
consent  iu  an  early  stage  of  the  bill)  be  w&s  persuaded 
that  the  want  of  his  majesty's  consent  ought  Hot  CO'  b6 
pleaded  in  bar  to  the  free  discussion  of  the  bill. 

JEarl  Grosvenor  did  not  think  his  majesty^s  consent  ne- 
cessary, and  it  should  be  rccoUecled  that  if  it  was  to  be 
held  thtft  his  taajefety's  consent  was  necessary  before  thfcy 
could  proceed  in  a  particular  >tage  of  a  bill,  the  house 
xvould  in  a  great  degree  surrender  their  own  privileges* 
I{e  thought,  however,  from  what  had  been  stated  by  tl^e 
noble  secretary  of  state,  that  ministers  would  advise  his 
ihajesty  to  send  down  a  message  expressive  of  his  majesty/s 
consent. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  observed,  that  from  the' acts  of 

{overnment,  it  would  be  seen  what  advice  himself  and 
is  colleagues  had  given  to  his  majesty >  but  he  begged 
that  noble  lords  wouki  not  draw  An  inference  ivhere  t&*ie 
ivair  no  act  to  auihorixe  it. 

Lord  Holland  observed)  that  the  nt>ble  lord  need  not 
%e  sfraiu  aim  infei^icc^  as  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's 
minMers  was  so  unaccountable,  thAt  it  was  T|utte  impos« 
ftble  la  draw  an  inCnreaoe  from  it.— -Adjounied  • 
V^OL.  IL— 1810.  ^    4B 
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HOUSE  OF   COMMONS,. 

WEDNESDAY,   MAT  9. 
MIDDLESEX  PETITIOK. 

Mr.  Bjiig  D^nented  a  petition  (rom  the  freeholders  of 
the  county  or  Middlesex)  agreed  to  at  their  last  meeiip<r9 
fof  talking  into  consideration  tlie  late  votes  ofthefaouaiC 
of  commons  in  the  case  of  Sir  F.  Burdett,  and  the  new 
and  extraoidiuarjr  proceedings  had  thereupon. 
^  The  petition  hieing  brought  up  was  read  at  the  table* 
To  the  honourable  Uie  Commons  of  the  United  Kingiloni 

of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  parliament  assembled  z 

*^The  petition  of  the  freeholders  of  Middlesex  agreed 
to  in  full  counl^s  this  i^Gth  day  of  April,  1810. 

^^  8heweth)  That  we  have  observed  with  concern  that 
in  the  cases  of  Mr.  John  Gule  Jones  and  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett,  Burotiet,  your  bouse  assumed  and  exercised  a  power 
unknown  to  the  law,  and  unwarranted  by  the  constitution. 

**  \*our  Speaker's  warrnut  has  been  executed  by  niili* 
tary  iurce — an  Englishman's  house,  his  sanctuary,  has 
b^en  violated,  and  the  blood  of  unoffending  citizens  has 
been  shed  in  the  streets. 

^^  Against  the  existence  as  well  as  the  exercise  of  this 
power  were  solemnly  protest-*-a  protest  the  more  necea* 
sary,  because  your  votes  in  its  support  are  entered  on 
your  journak — not  so  the  letter  of  Sir  Francis  Burdelt  to 
your  Speaker,  denying  you  such  jurisdiction. 

^^  la  the  earlir  part  of  this  reign,  in  tlie  case  of  Mr* 
Wilkes,  the  rigots  of  this  county  and  of  the  nation  were 
repeatedly  and  grossly  violated  by  the  bouse  of  commons* 
At  length  the  law  triumpbod.  After  a  struggle  of  nearly 
twenty  years  the  house  abandoned  the  pretensions  (hejr 
had 'arrogated,  and  ^  expunged'  from  their  journals  ^  ail 
their  declarations,  ordtTs,  and  resolutions,  as  being  sub« 
versive  of  tlie  rights  of  the  whole  body  of  electors  of  this 
kingdom.' 

*•'  Von  have  during  your  pleasure  deprived  the  citizens 
of  Westminster  of  their  share  in  the  representation,  and 
the  public  at  large  of  the  exertions  of  a  faithful  servant, 
in  .whose  ability,  firmness,  and  inte^ty  they  pre-emi- 
nently confide. 

^^  We  view  with  jealousy  and  suspicion  the  shutting 
up  Sir  Francis  Burdett  in  prison,  wtiea  the  attention  S[ 
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}.V5,  the  nation  h  directed  with  anxiety  to  his  ihtcncjed  motion 

for  a  reform  irt  the  representation  of  the  jKople  in  your 

hononrnble  bouse,  that  house  in  wliich  the  trah^c  in  seals 

has  been  avowed  in  ihe  case  of  iVIr,  Perceval  and  Lonl 

•  fV'u  Cas^Icreagh,  *  to  be  as  notorious  as  the  sun  at  noon  day  ;* 

TtfjiY  a  practice  ^  at  Ihe  mention  of  which,'  in  the  emphatic 

,,ii  Iani:;:un^e   of  your  SjKaker,  *  our  ancestors  would  have 

i$lariled  witji  indignation.' 

**  We  therefore  pray  you  io  follow  the  example  of  your 
predecessors,  to  '  ex-pun^e  all  your  declarations,  onlers, 
^jt-   •  and  resolutions  on  the  subject.,  ns  tending  to  the  subver- 

gjjgf  .slon  of  our  liberties,'  and  to  the  introduction  of  ^  railttarj 

fj^jj  despotism,  and  to  recall  Sir  Ftancis  Burdett  to  the  service 

of  the  country  in  {xirliament,  that  he  may  there  enforce 
that  plan  of  reform  which  last  st*ssion  he  so  powerfully  re- 
commendetl,  ami  which  in  our  opinion  is  absolutely  neces» 
bary  for  the  stability  and  lionour  of  the  throne^  and  the 
safety  and  well-being  of  tlie  people. 

*'  Signed  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  this  meeting  bj 

&c.  &c.  &c," 
Mr.  Byng  then  moved  that  the  said  petition  do  lie  oil 
the  table. 

Mr.  Mrllish  thought  it  incumbent  on  btm  to  second  this 
motitm,  though  he  should  not  think  it  his  duty  fo  su^W 
port  the  petition  any  farther. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  E^rcherfver  moved,  that  the  pc. 
tition  be  again  rend,  which  being  accordingly  done^ 
the  right  liononrablc  genUeman  rose  and  stated,  that 
when  a  petition  on  the  same  subject  vfBs^  some  days  ago 
presented  from  the  electors  of  Westminster,  many  gentle- 
men had  expressed  an  opinion,  that,  from  the  disrespectful 
way  in  which  the  petition  was  worded,  it  ooglit  not  to  lie 
received.  IJe  haci  then  urged  on  the  house  the  propriety 
of  following  a  dilTe rent  course,  and  of  allowititrthe  peti« 
Hon,  though  by  no  means  unexceptionable  in  its  language^ 
to  lie  on  the  table.  In  the  conduct  he  had  then  pursued, 
he  conceived  that  he  had  given  a  proof  of  bis  ftMbearancCy 
which  otight  \o  convince  the  hou«>e  that  he  would  not  ob-* 
ject  to  tlie  present  motion,  were  he  not  persuaded  that  the 
angungeof  the  petition  now  under  consideration  was  in* 
finitely  more  exceptioiiable  than  ^hat  then  objected  to ;  in« 
deed,  that  it  was  such  as  could  hardly  leave  a  doubt  in 
the  mind  of  any  one  that  it  wa&  the  wiiib  of  those  who 
used  it  to  insuiU  the  bouse,    lie  was  not  one  of  those  who 


.^rj 


t 

0 


£56  THE  pahliahvktaht  &««Hnss.  [com. 

firoold  ask  of  the  Iiouse,  ivhcn  a  petition  was  preaeRtcd  to 
them  dt«inng  parliamontarj  reform,  or  any  other  ob- 
ject whU'Ax  a  particular  class  of  men  mig-lit  think  it  essen- 
tial for  tbem  to  obtaini  or  \%ben  Ibey  were  called  on  to  re^ 
yiew  any  proceedings  ivliicfi  they  had  adopted,  to  look  at 
the  language  in  which  it  was  cpnceiTed  wilh  a  captious 
Ticw.  On  the  contrary,  if  it  were  possibleto  conceive  (bat 
the  bouse  was  not  meant  to  be  insulted,  he  would  be  the 
last  to  call  upon  them  to  reject  any  ^ucb  petition.  But  he 
would  only  ask  of  gentlemen  to  takea  dry  view  of  the  words  ^ 
of  this  petition,  and  then  to  say,  if  it  could  have  l)eendic«^ 
fated  by  any  other  spirit  than  this,  that  marking  the  great 
forbearance  of  the  house  on  the  former  occasion,  the  pre* 
sent  petitioners  were  now  anxious  to  try  how  far  they  mickt 
so;  and  that  the  petition  was  not  intended  for  any  otner 
purpp^^'Hian  to  insult.  It  told  them  that  they  had  asf 
l^umcd  and  exercised  a  power  which  was  contrary  to  the 
constitution,  and  a^inst  which  they  piofcstcd.  This  left 
no  possible  ambiguity  as  to  their  meaning,  or,  as  if  it  was 
only  to  the  mode  of  executing  the  warrant  that  they  ob- 
jected. This  was  not  the  language  of  submission,  but  tell- 
ing the  house,  on  the  authority  of  the  petitioners  them- 
selves, that  ^hey  (the  house)  had  acted  contrary  to  the 
conf^titution.  Was  t^hisliketbe  language  of  persons  coming 
to  that  house  to  petition  ?  No,  it  was  the  language  of  per^ 
sons  who  thought  themselves  entitled  to  dictate  to  the  house, 
and  on  their  own  authority  to  declare  that  the  house  had 
been  gitilty  of  an  assumption  of  power  which  did  not  i)e- 
long  to  them.  In  the  petition  presented  from  the  inhabit* 
ants  of  Westminster,  to  which  many  gentlemen  objected, 
there  was  nothing  like  this.  It  could  be  meant  for  nothing 
but  to  insult  the  nouse.  It  was,  therefore,  the  duty  of  the 
bouse  to  stt>p  short,  before  It  permitted  insult  to  be  added 
to  insult.  There  mtist  be  a  line  drawn  for  such  petitioiiS| 
so  that  every  idea  of  decency  was  not  suffered  to  be  out-, 
raged ;  and  he-  submitted  there  could  not  be  a  question 
that  the  present  petition  bad  passed  this  line. 

Mr*  Alderptan  Combe^  thotigb  he  did  pot  defend  the 
language  of  the  petition,  wished  it  to  be  received,  because 
it  was  impossible  to  set,  if  the  pefition  were  rejected,  where 
the  irnatter  might  end.  The  meeting,  from  wboni  the  pe- 
tion  was'presented,  had  been  nearly  unanimous,  and  the 
rejection^f  the  present  petition  wtia  not  likely  tp  produce 
|an|fuage  more  moderate. 
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Mr.  Calcr(!0j  in  votings  that  tlie  petition  shonld  be  re« 
eeived,  beggcd'to  be  understood  as  grounding  bis  opinion 
not  on  the  clvcumstitnce  of  the  mcetiii|3:  hiving  be<*u  una* 
nimous,  or  that  there  was  little  probabilityi  were  the  pre^ 
«ent  petition  rejected,  of  a  petition  of  a  more  moderate 
nature  being  presented.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  the  meet- 
ing  having  been  junaniipous  afTorded  no  reason  for  the 
house  receiving  a  petition  cduched  in  unbrcomin^  Ian* 
gunge.  On  looking  at  the  words  of  this  petition,  nedidl 
not  find  in  them  any  thing  so  objectionable*  as  to  induce 
him  OR  that  account  to  say  that  tlje  petition  must  be  re-" 
jt*cted.*  He  agreed  it  would  have  been  better  that  the  ol>- 
jectiondble  paragraph  bad  been  omitted:  but  still  it  was 
the  duty  of  parliament  io  open  wide  its  doors  to  petit  ions^. 
When  gentlemen  considered  the  way  in  which  the  repre* 
mentation  in  that  bouse  was  i'l  too  many  instances  brought 
about,  they  must  not  be  surprized  that  words  were  used 
that  they  did  not  like ;  and  if  steps  were  npt  taken  to  rcii- 
der  the  system  better  and  more  seemly,  they  must  not  be 
surprtzeu  ifthe  complaints  became  louder  and  more  fre* 
quent.  The  petition  had  a  proper  prayer,  and  as  the  re* 
quest  they  made  was  one  which  it  was  com|)etent  for  any 
petitioners  io  miike  io  that  house,  he  was  of  opinion  they 
should  not  quarrel  about  the  words.  The  words  were  uji- 
doubtedly  not  agreeable,  but  still,  if  they  contained  a 
truism,  were  they  on  that  account  not  to  be  tolerated  t 
Was  it  a  libel  on  that  house,  after  what  had  lately  passed 
there,  that  seats  in  it  were  bought  and  sold  ?  And  should 
that  be  called  a  libel  which  was  a  truism  ?  As  long  as  the 
Vouse  suffered  the  practice  to  prevail,  they  must  submit 
to  pocket  the  insult  of  being  told  that  it  existed.  It  was 
impossible,  so  long  as  this  system  existed,  that  persons 
applying  to  that  house,  coulu  address  it  with  all  the  re- 
$p6ct  it  mi^ht  otherwise  reasonably  expect  and  wQuld 
pbtiin. 

'  Mr.  Davis  Giddy  did  not  intend  when  he  came  into  the 
house  to  have  said  a  word  on  this  subjix't.  lie  agreed  that 
the  doors  of  the  house  ought  to  be  opened  widely  io  re« 
(ceive  the  petitions  of  all  who  chose  to  apply  ta  them  in  a 
regular  and  proper  manner.  All  the  argument  on  this 
(lead,  however,  mast  fall  to  the  ground,  the  moment  it 
appeared  that  any  application  of  the  kind  was  not  really  a 
petition^  but  a  paper  by  which  it  was  sought,  in  a  covert 
tnannieri  to  insult  the  bouse.    The  petitioners,  in  this  casei 
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had  dressed  up  os  a  peiiiion  a  paper,  not  by  which  ibey 
expected  anj  redress  of  grievances,  but  by  which  they 
presumed  to  dictate  <o  (he  bouse  Mhtit  tbej  chose  to  think 
right.  As  to  any  reform,  or  rather  to  an  alteration  in  tha 
constitution  of  that  house,  a  representation  to  a  dclc^tion, 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  declariuc^his  6pinion  that  it  wuukt 
not  tend  to  'the  advantage  of  the  people.  lie  objectedi 
therefore,  to  gentlemen  taking  that  lor  granted  which  had 
Bot  been  proved,  and  was  not  conceded  to  them.  As  to . 
the  words  of  the  petition,  they  were  disrespectful  in  the 
highest  degree,  it  did  not  contain  such  a  prayer  as  the 
petitioners  could,  by' possibility,  expect  to  be  granted) 
and  to  allow  it  to  lie  on  the  tabic  would,  only  lead  to  the 
presenting  of  others  ftill  more  offensive.  The  house  must 
make  a  stand  against  such  a  practice  at  sonie  time  or  other, 
and  it  was  better  to  do  so  now  than  ai  any  after  period. 
It  had  been  said  to  be  a  respectable  meeting,  but  gentle^ 
men  saw  enough  of  what  was  to  l)e  expected  from  such 
meetings  in  the  neighbourhood  of  populous  towns,  and 
the  spirit  of  this  meeting  might  be  judged  of  from  theic 
refusing  to  hear  a  gentleman  of  the  highest  respectability^ 
a  member  of  that  house  (Mr.  Mellish),  on  bis  attero|.ting 
to  deliver  bis  sentiments  on  the  subject.  This  circum* 
htance  did  not  add  much  to  the  argument  derived  froflu 
the  unanimity  of  the  meeting. 

Mr,  Hawkins  Browne  thought  the  words  of  the  petition 
shewed  that  it  was  not  the  object  of  the  petition  to  procuie 
the  liberation  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  a  reform  in  |)iirlifr» 
ment,  or  any  other  specific  object.  The  {petition  was  oiily 
made  the  vehicle  of  conveying  a  gross  insult  to  the  honsr.^  ^ 
and  a  dogmatical  denial  of  its  privileges.  The  petilioo 
from  Wcbtminster  was  capable  of  receiving  a  more  favourt 
able  interpretation.  The  present  was  not.  It  was  be* 
coming  in  that  bouse  to  be  moderate,  but  when  moderation 
produced  only  insult,  then  it  became  the  house  to  assert 
its  dignity.  He  thought  the  house  plight  on  a  former  oc* 
casion  have  adopted  the  more  mo(&rate  course;  but 
iiow  it  was  necesbary  for  them  to  support  their  prooeed^ 
ings. 

jl/r.  Ilibbert  said,  that  the  moment  was  of  critical  in« 
portance,  on  which  he  strongly  felt  he  roust  speak*  The 
petitioners  were  not,  like  the  minority  of  that  house,  con« 
vinced  of  the  constitutional  authority  of  its  privileged. 
They^  ou  the  contrary,  ddnied  that  authority,  and  more  par- 
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ticnlarly  quesrioncfl  the  legality  oRliouc  acts  in  which  it 
hud  reconf ly  been  asser(eil.     Allowance  was4o  be  made  for  ' 
men  warm  with  such  a  subject — but  he  should  be  sorry  if     '  •     ' 
the  warmth  which  mi»jht  have  found  its  way  into  some  j 

expressions  of  their    petition    should  be  caught  by  the 
house  in  commenting  upon  (hose  expressions.      The  pas- 
sage which  had  been  so  much  objected  io^  would  be  found 
at  last  to  be  no  more  tlian  the  most  brief,  abrupt,  and 
86mewhat  Coarse  declaration  of  (be  opinion  of  the  petition- 
ers, which  they  must  either   have  indulged,  or  have  no 
ground  for  petitioning  at  alL    There  was  another  consider* 
ation,  and  he  begged  to  address  it  to  the  feelings  of  the 
bouse.     This  question  of  -privilege  of  parliament  was,  it 
seemed,  one  which  could  not   be  easily  submitted  to  any 
^her  tribunal  than,  that  of  parliament  itself.  '  In  pro- 
portion then,  as  the  subjects  of  the  realm  found  the  means  of 
its  legal  discussion  narrowed,  in  that  proportion  should 
parliament  open  the  doors  to  any  appeal  made  to  itself 
upon  the  subject,  and  not  too  scrupulously  weigh  the 
terms  in  which  such  an  tippeal  was  made.     For  these  rea- 
sons he  should  vote  for  receiving  the  petition. 

Mr.  Barham  wished^  as  tlie  present   was  a  question  of 
very  great  importance,  that  time  should  be  given  for  con« 
sideratioD,  and  that  there  should  be  a  fuller  attendance  of 
the  house  than  there  was  at  that  moment.     If  such  a  dis- 
«  ctisstonhad  been  expected,  he  was  satisfied  the  attendance 
'  would  have  l>een  fuller.      lie  should  therefore  move  that 
tbedebatc  be  adjourned  till  the  next  day     If  pressed  for  an 
ifnitiediate  opinion,  he  must  say  that  he  was  against  re- 
oeiving  the  petition.    An  honourable  alderman  was  against 
jrefusing  the  petition  from  not  knowing  where  the  matter 
'  wouk)  end.      He  thought  the  present  petition,  instead  of 
being  worded  carelessly,  was  worded  most  carefully ;  and 
ytceiving  it  would  only  bring  on  another  more  aggravated 
«tlian  the  present.      Wherever  the  house  did  feel  itself 
called  on  to  stop,  if  it  did  not  adopt  that  course  at  present, 
it  would  be  with  something  worse  than  the  petition  iiow 
under  consideration.     He  thought,  however,  that  a  deci- 
sion would  be  come  to  with  more  effect  and  weight  when 
there  was  a  fuller    attendance,  and    greater  leisure  liad 
been  gi^en  for  deliberation.     He  also  thought  that  the  re- 
jecUon  of  the  petition  ou^ht  to  be  followed  up  wiih  some 
leiolutions  expressive  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  bouse 
b^  proceeded.     He  ix»ncluded  by  moving  that  the  debate 
be  adjounied  till  the  next  day. 


♦  . 


Ifr:  6renr«lf  seCMdtd ^Ae  inttwiinfndljmtfiinxt, . i 
;  Mr.  II.  Sumner  ecmoeiTcci  J)iie^pa|iar  nojr  9iiidev.«ii« 
ri<krra(i«m  kml  nolhing  in  it  of  a.  pelUion  liot  Ubtf  woie. 
fiiicb  a  practice  oogbt  to  hecbe^lonl  w  iimbe^  aimIi^^miw 
tto  occasion  far  dera^'in^  Itii  tbenoAt  ilqjr  wh^tlnyoiiirht 
to  do  that  f  lay  ^  -  A  wortlij  aklermiiii<CSombe>wasAfriijof 
tfie  cbnseqiieiicet  of  refusing  sucli  petilioau  For  liiaaiYa 
^  part  li6  bad  no  tear  of  tlie  kifid« 

J/r.  lAxmbe  was  of  opinion  the  home  hod  alve^clj 
^ne  (60  far  to  talk  of  stopping  in  Hmme.  Thejr  bii4  ai* 
mdy  received  a  |ic4ilioa  vbich  waif  at  least  sufliciimtly 
>«tron^.  fie  could  not  in  his  own  mind  coQoei?e  ai\y  U^g 
strotigcr  than  tlie  petition  by  the  inbabitajils  of  W^tmin- 
^er^  vrho  had  told  the  house  timt  they  had  offered  by  their 

Gocet*dings  a  gross  indignity  ta  tbeni*      He  thought  the 
^^e  bad  better  agree  to  the  propoaitioa  of  his  honpuimble 
friend  (Mr.  Barham),  timt  they  mighi  dclibefiUely  19m* 
lid^  bovf  far  they  would  allow  thai  power  tabe  slmcbcd^ 
which  certain  persons  Jiad  instilled  into  the  miiMbofthe 
misguided  people  they  had  a  ridit  to  carry  to  any  length, 
by  filling  them  with  wiki  and  abstird  ideas  of  thpir  rights. . 
Though  be  was  a  Trieadi  to  petitioning,  IIms  .wa%  a  pe^kxl 
ait  which  he  was  inclined  to  think  it  ei^htito  be  viewed 
with  more  than*  nHoal  strictness.    There  was  a  disposUioa 
to  deny  that  th6  house,  as  it  was  at  pn»etit  coast itu^^ 
aShrded  a  te^t   nrpicsentation  of  the  people*     A^i^nst 
such  a  doctrine  be  protestetl,  and  oanteadted  tli^l  i)L  ^ras 
equal  tothedischaige  of  those  duties  which  it  owed  i^^the 
country  in  consideration  of  its  affiiirs  both  abroad  ,and 
at  borne.    He  felt  infinitely  .more.jdi»posed,  on  a  questioa. 
^this  kind,  to  coalesce  with  those  who  entertained  Ibis 
opinion,  than  with  these  who  thought  the  representsytive 
^system  entirely  corrupt,  and.  that  it  shquld  be  destroyed. 
He  agreed  that  the.  terms  in  whioh    the  petiiiou/fraa 
conceived  were  extremely  ofiensive,  but  tbcgr  mi^hi  be 
ibund   at  (he  same  time,  to   be  ool^  a   repetiUon.  of 
^hat  bad  fouml  its  way  into  so  many  other. petit ipns. 
He  thought  it  better,  'therefore,  to  assent  to  the   propo* 
sition  of  his  honourable  friend,  that  (he  debate  shiORddbo 
adjourned.  ^- 

3/r.  IFardle  could  not  agr^e  that  any  insult  waam^nt 
to  be  ollered  to  the  house  by  the  present  peUtiWt  •  /he 
petition  which  had  |>een  received  from  Westminster i900»> 
tained  no  prayer  j  the  present  contained  not  only  a.  ftf^^^rer. 
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baf  iirfr- MnMsVr«qiiat*  tiHit  the  liottse  wottl4  complrwith 
'tkd  ttbjeet^^  tfie  pefJtitfrLr^He  had  used  the  freedotn  in 
thai  iMkhslftd^o  the/iiU  length  the  pefitioners  now  (lid;,  in 
esrprMing  their  o|)fnion«  These  seiifiments  be  still,  with 
sMbmis^ifin  to  the  house,  entertained.  He  bad  presumed 
ib  denj  that  parliameDt  ba^t  the  right  which  it  had Hssumeil 
and  exercised.  He. had  been  allowed  tQ -express  that 
opinion  ;  and  he  submitted  that  thd  freeholders  of  Middle- 
tiix  had  thesame.right  to  express  their  opinion  on  the  sul> 
ject.  It  was  quite  possible  by  stronj]^  resolutions  to  insuU 
the  house  in  the  grossest  manner,  yrhile,  at  the  same  time, 
the  petition  to  be  presented  to  them  should  be  conceived 
In  a'wav  which  might  escape  notice*  The  petitioners 
kere  had  only  candidly  declared  (heir  own  opinions,  as 
«nbjecf s  of  this  country  were  entitled  to  do.  To  his  (IVfr. 
Wardle^s)  mind,  these  senUments  were  true  throughout. 
He  tr osf eel,  therefore,  that  the  petition  w6u!d  be  received. 
Mr.  jibercronibie  was  of  opinion  the  petition  aught  to 
faei^celved,  because  he  did  not  think  the  words  were^sncb 
a  departure  from  the  respect  due  tx)  the  bouse  asslionld.war« 
rant  them  in  rejecting  it.  irthe  petitioners  were  of  opimoil 
tfiat  the  house  had  acted  illegally,  he  did  not  see  in  what 
other  terms  tbey  could  have  expn^scd'  themselves,  than 
by  declaring  that  such  was  their  opinion.  IftfaeiH>0!se 
bad  actecf  thus  illegally,  it  would  be  a  grievance  which  it 
was  the  ditty  of  the  people  of  England  to  corns  forward  and 
complain  of  An  the  most  deii^jmtwsdj  though  bMominf 
language*  Great  authoruie&^ad  their  doubts  on  this  sub-' 
je^,  though  he  confessed^e  had  none*  He  was  for  re* 
ceiirlng^  the  present  p-tttron,  however,  bocanse  he  thought 
it  not  soo^*nsiVeas  the  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
'Westminster,  which  had  been  received.  He  wished,  at 
4)1  events,  that  the  bouse  should  h^re  an  opportunity  otf 
looking  into  the  language  of  other  petitions.  It  would  be 
nnlbrtunate,  if,  at  such  a  period  as  tiie  present,  they  should 
treat  the  petitioners  cpmtng  before  them  with  greatet 
severity  than  their  predecessors  had  been  accustomod  to 

do.     • 

Mr.  S#epAe;t  thought  the  wprfhi  of  the  petition  conveyed 
a  studied  insult  to  the  house.  It  would  be  strange  if  this 
j^ouse^  the  majesty  of  the  people,  was  the  only  body  in  the 
i^ingdora  i^^faich  could  be  linelled  with  impunity ;  nay, 
while  receiving  petitions  insultiiig  to  themselves,  roubt  be 
itmipeHed  to  iSecome  theseririlc  instraments  pf  their  own 

Vou  U.— 1810.  4  C 
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.dqgradatiofi  and  fJUgrmn.-  Jf  dieiliouse  were  insolfed  by 
rqsoltitions^  oj)  an.  booot^raUc  gtiAVmM.  (Wendk;  had 
iiU|7X)o$eit^  cyeii  tjiose  ^hoOmicd  (h^ir  righi.tqlie  judgM 
in  Ytieir  oivn  case  ijiu^adroif  that  tliey  HUglileaioioa 
court  of  la\i,  an(|  there  obfam  ju^lic^;  bul  if  &ej>  onci? 
received  on  ibeir  own  table  a  peiUioDi  in  which  they  wei« 
iiuulted,  nu^uch  redrew  coQid  ba  obtained.  Heagreed, 
jiowevvr,  miU  bis  learned  friend^  who  «poke  la^,  \u  think- 
ing that  (lie  ri^^ht  qf  |  etitiooli^g  shcuki  not  be  broben  iA 
upon  till  every  gentleman  had  an  oppottonity  of  reading 
over  the  petifion,  and  comparing  t  be  object  ioimbIe.paFa<f 
grap1i6  with  thccontext.  lie  recowineiided  to  tbo hoiiiiei, 
titerefore,  tu  accede  to  the  motipn  for  adjoamiog  the  debate 
till  the  next  day  So  delicate  a  Question  as  the  right  of  pc-! 
iilioniog  should  bt  discussec}  mth  every  degree  of  delibera- 
tion, and  in  as  full  a  house  aa  possible.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  gentlemen  should  not  present  petitions  lu  wbich 
they  saw  any  thing  very  objectionable.  \Vby  should 
they  be  bound  to  comply  yf/iih  the  vrish.s  of  their  coiuUif 
toents  in  wbat  was.  wrun^,  mcrf  than  ail  advocate  should 
in  a  court  of  justice  in  favour  of  hk  client?  He  did  not 
cooceire  \hi\i  a  gentleman  shoifld  continue  a  member  of  a 
body  which  he  despised.  If  there  were  ai^  gc^ntlemen  in. 
Ihaihfouse  who  th^Uglit.  them  so  constituted  lissome  pexf 
•^rts  repretfntid,  he  was  surprized  they  did  yot^igti 
tlieir  seats*  So  louj^^  however^  as  they  contioi|ed  ia.  Uui 
^Useitbey  ought  not  to  sufTcr  themselves  tp  be  made  Uxa 
sn^ans  of  iiisultipg  it  ^        _ 

•  The  Chgnc^llor,  of  the  ^Exchequer^  though  &e  saw  oof 
necessity  for  the  dday,  had  no  objection  to, accede  to  it. 

'  Sir  «/•  Ntxfipari  thought  the  whofb  petition  should  be 
taJceo  together,  ai|d  that  it  ym  aot  the  fair  way  of  judging 
b>.exlract  a  sii^le  o^jectipiLabfe  paragraph,  liere  the  PC's; 
tftion  bad  a  prayert  which  waa  not  the  case  with  the 
Westminsti  %  petition.     The  fact  of  the  petition  having  a 

{grayer  should  ^  a  gr^t  ^^ay  in  shewing  that  th^re  was  na 
ntention  of  ottering  an  insult  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Bj/rtg  bad  no  objection  to  tbe  adjoarnmenf •  He 
lielieved  ihe  more  time  tbat  was.  given  to  the  oonsMemHon 
^f  the  petitiop,  there  would  be  the  less  doubi  that  it  ought 
to  be  receiyed.  '^i^e .petitioners .  were  of  opinion  tiiat  the 
hoDuie  had  as&aiQcd  a  ppwer  wbi^b  ^  did  not  possess^  and 
(his  being  thp  case^  they  presuiaed  that  they  were  entitled 
^  state  ij}f^  to  be.  tl^eir.  opioicyi.    Tbi^  could  notferge^ 


ft"'-"     u  y." 


.*.h  ch  tley  bad  betJrtthfe  sdflfertife;  haViAtf  been 'dep/lVca 
of  thenrrrt«a«.tatlre,  and  timt  A^t  a  strusr^le  of  Vw 

Wtepro^rtdmjiys  ftort  (heir  joiirnrtls.         '       '.' •  ''•   ■  "^ 

^.  iFit/cA/»«M»  teconqmcnded"  to  tiie  iidusc  Id  be  strt-*r 
•of  shiitbng  their  doors  hgainiit  pelttions.  tffea  so  tx pressed 

Tefoira  who  fecommended  modtera^ion  at«uch  a  period.  ' 

1  he  question  >»n»lbfen  put,  and  the  farther  consideraliOrt 
oftUc  debatcirasadjournea  till  the  ne,t  day^Ad^S.;S 


HOUSE  OF  LORD&  t 

J  «  ''f •' i«'-''«h  P?  respecting  the  Iransporte,  &J.  «£• 
iplayed  in  the  public  service  were  scantj,  VnU  uS^-» 
Jory,  he  feared  a  cdnsiderable  IcnfflK  of  tiine  mlX  f^*^ 
l)efore  sutEcient  documehts.werefaid  LfSe  S?hi±*^ 
cooformrt^  to  the  spirit  and  sybstaoce  of  SoUot^ji!; 
'If.fhn/''l  »t  to  be  his  dufj;^  in  the&at  SsSa^'tom^S 
£.  i-  "^.T-P"''  .""^^  therelbrc,  he,  should  fhlnk  it  aKlI 
bfth«  parhameBtary  duty;  „oKo  wait  tWtKjnri 
ductlon  of  such  documents,  b»(  fif  thev  wcus  w  .JIS^?^ 
l)rod«ced)  to  addj^ss  thci^  UdshtpfaSS  oaM?tS 
Slg£  ''  '•"''^^  "J"*  ^'""'^  -So,,  Vortd  Tu  Jay 

tvH6  t(IX0ts  MUM.0B. 

•  TA<f  Sari  <ffLherpoUmawe^  the  ohJKhof  rtie  drfv  TJnon 
As  majttty^memre  mpWHw  provision  for  thTSffi 
ofBromwidt,  on  which  (he  nAle  «rt  stated  The  S 

whujh  effons  had,  unfortunately,  prored  tinsViccS, 
^.stnotts  duke  and  thft*  wbd  were  bi»'coJS&    n 
«kw  iu  blood  between  t£  DuteTBrZS  S '] /" 


^^ »«»  «,,H^  IV  tiuui  loio  consiaemtion  h  s  maicstv's  tn^** 
gr«cMM,»  commuaiwdon,  which  he  had  ^£^1^1, 


lordships  nKfuM  agtce  fo^  fn  :  tfie  iray  |iit Afhich  ihej  aU 
tended  to  similar  cpnununici^tiqris^  from  the  tnrone. 

JjmlHoUand  did  not  rise  for  the'  purpose  of  opposing 

(his  motion,  of  which  he  approved^  ^  conmderin/^  th^it^he 

exertions  of  the  Duke  of  winiswioK  entitled  htm  to  th6 

^onesosity  and  justioe  of  this  country.    But^  although  he 

fippM>vou  of  the  provision,  and  realty  jTiought  it  iiicuin* 

l)ent  on  the  countrj  to  make  sucti  provi&ion  for  the  Dutiie 

:t^f  Brunswick,  jet  he  wislied  ta  know  from  what  fund  U 

:^as  to  be  supfHied ;  whether  from  the  civil  list,  or  the 

.4  per  cents;  or  the  droits  oT  the  admiralty;  as,  of  hie 

yean,  similar  applications,   beyond  all  precedent,  had 

f^beeh  granted  b^  the  lib^ality  of  parliament,  which  bore 

'*lisnd,  ifl  additioBto  the  other  public  burthens.  In  the 
frequency  of.  these  .cases  which  had  come  of  late  before 
parliament,  he  thought  that  the  expense  bad  been  charged 
improperly,  becausef  there  were  other  funds  from  which 

'  ''they  roiicht  fiavib  been  defrayed  • 

The  EarldfLherpool  was  extremely  happy  to  find  thKt 
tb^Ve'was  no  eipiMMitbo  made  to  the  present  proposition.  An 

'tofhe  question  of  the  frequency  ot  recent  applications  of 

•  *tb\%  sort  during  the  war  with  France,  that  frequency  had 
'ansori  from  the  nature  of  thd  contest  in  which  this  coun<« 
try  had  been  engaged;  but  as  that  question  was  not  at 

'  that  mdtnent  befete  the  hause4  he  shoukl  merely  say  that 
'faewJi^glad  to  find  that  no  difference  of  opinion  existed 
^  to  the  speciSe  gVMnds  on  which  thia  motion  was  made* 
Whenever  any  nobl^  lord  thougfit  proper  to  originate 
any  discussion  on  tlie  i>riticiple  upon  which  tJiose  grants 
had  been  asked,  h«  foh  himself  perfectly  prepared  to  meet 

'it,  and  to  give  bis  ieosttns  for, their  piroprie^.  His  lord- 
ship also  made,  some  dbservations  upon  what  bad  failed 
from  the  noble  banw  reapectinlg  the  civil  list|  as  a  fund 
from  which  this  provistoa  might  be  diaw^n^  which  hie 
lordship  ilistoproved  of« 

Lord  Hoomd  stated  in  exj^laf^ation,  that  be  had  noi 
said  that  this  provision  sbioulu  oome.  from  the -civil  list  x 
he  had  motioned  the  civil  li^the  four  per  ceots»  and  the 
drdits  of  admiralty ;  but  he  had  not  stated  any  partiealar 
,fand  as  ^xpreAly  applicable  to  this  purpose, 
^bc  address  wag  then  carried  nok  i6i«~Adjoarned. 
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*>  A  gtea4  deai  of  privalfit  bubiness  W2U9  gone  tbrOQg&i*^ 

PAHLlAM'eNtAltr  RB^ORM.  .  .' 

......  '  . .    J'  J.'^ 

Mr«  Brand  rose,  and  for  iUe  motion  of  wluch  he  lagfi 
jOu  a  former  day  given  notice  wttlioiit  appoiattii|;  ofir 
particuiAT  day,  he  now  n;^med  thie  S^lst  instan^.  .  ^ 

''.^he  house  resolved  into  a  committee  fp  constder  of  lbs 
acts  relating  to  salt,  and  came  to  certtfin  resotatiolMi  Cmt 
cofilinuing  ttie  allowance  of  drawbacks.  Ortlered  k9  be 
reporteil  to  morrow.  ' "  "    ^ 

Sir  John  l^nclair  moved  for  an  account  of  the  dntibi 
paj'able  ou  spirits  distilled  in  England,  from  the  Ist.bf 
October^  1SG8^  to  the  Hl&e  date  1809.    Ordemi.    * 

COMM ITTKE  01^  SUPPLY.  ^     .        • 

Mr.  Herbert  reported 'from  the  committee  of  vuppj^jr, 
upon  leave,  in  tiie  absence  pf  Mr.  Ltishington.* 

On  the  first  resolution  being  read  for  aoVancing  to  bw 
majesty  a  sum  of  SI, 1 95/;  *^s.  Id.  to  make  ^ood  the  like  , 
sum  advanced  from  the  civil  list  revenue  to  Mr.  ChinnofjTy 
for  account  of  expenses  incurred  in  the  island  of  Sierre 
Leone,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  r  '       ' 

Mr.  Dent  rose  and  expressed  a  wbb  to  know  .'on  what 
account  bis  majesty^s  ministers  hod  ibouglit  tit  to  advise 
the  appropriation  of  so  ,lai|^  a  suoi  on  account  of  tbat 
settlement,  or  bow  it  was  disbursed  ?  .       <f 

Mr.  TFAarf on  ans^wered,  tlmt  the  iQOo^y  was  advanced 
to  pay  bills  drawn  by  the  mvernment  of  Siena  JLepne 
on  the  govermneut  in  England^to  defray  the  expenses 
incurred  for  repairing  old  forttficatioos  and  crectii^  neir 
ones;  for  facilitating  the  accohimodations  for  watwti^ 
ships ;  uqd  also  for  promoting  agriculture  on  the  i^Iancf, 
ivhich  was  now  done  at  theexpense  of  crovcrnment.  These 
ifere  the  grounds  of  expenditure. wlliich  induced  Lord 
Castlereagh  to  advise  the  payment  of  the  bills;  and  aU 
though  4,000/1  of  the  whole  sum  was  not  yet  accounted 
for,  yet  as  the  bills  were  drawn  by  the  Sierjra .  I^one  go* 
Tcrnment,  it  ivas  thought  expedient  they  sbou^l  ^  paid. 

Jl/r.  Dent  considers  ibe  grant  altogether  a  most  abo* 
BiiDible  job,  and  could  not  sec  any  benefit  whatsoevcf 


icnt  from  l^  resolution.  ' 

'  Mr.  mariou  retAieA  Uiat-  the  ^o^mtifi^nf  of  9iervi 
Lcoqe  nfo^ld  .  be  called  (o  a  very  itr<ct  account  for  thft 
application  of  tUc  moiiey* 

jhq  Tesqlution  passed 'in  the  aflirniRfive,  as  did,  \rjth- 
Wt  frirthcr  discussioo,  all  the  otbct  resotutions  of  ibe  stip- 
pTj  committee. 

I  tPAKISH  PAPERS* 

Mr.  Canning  rose  to  postpone  hit  motion,  totemlGd  for 
•the  next  d»y^  upon  the  subject  of  some  Spaimh  papata^  fur 
which  he  bad  moved  on  a  former  da^*  Ha  foaud  upon 
iHQiitry  the  returns  bad  been  made  by  mistake  eUawbere  ; 
vol  as  the  papers  were  not  yet  laid  before  the  bousey  be 
slioald  defer  his  motion  to  a.  more  ooav^aieAt  opportu* 
nily. 

INDIA. 

Mr.  Cr^Te^  itose  to  state,  that  in  ibe  motion  wlitcU  he 
igt^dad  Io  bring  forward  to-morrow,  respecting  Mauras^ 
.be  mf^ant  to  include  the  civil  as  well  as  the  military  cou« 
cern»  of  that  piesidencv* 

Ikflr..Criiint  prasented  the  estimate  for  (Jie  transport  i^'« 
Vice  for  the  current  year. 

•  MI1>DmSBX  PETITION. 

The  order  of  the  day  beinff  read  for  lestimiflg  the  a#- 
jotrrned  debate  upon  the  Midolesex  petition, 

The  Speaker  acquainted  the  bouse,  that  the  quesliMi 
for  its  consideration  was,  ^^  That  this  petition  do  lie  on 
the  table." 

'  JIfr.  Barham  expressed  his  rc^gret  that  the  attendant!^ 
of  ntembcrs  was  not  so  full  as  could  be  wished  optfrfan 
occasion  of  so  much  importance.  Still,  however,  be- 
thought that  whatever  might  be  the  decision  of  the  honsie 
upon  this  Question,  it  would  have  a  much  greater  impred* 
sioQ  than  It  the  )iouse  had  decided  last  night  $  for  he  was ' 
sure  that  whatever  vote  any  member  might  be  indnoed  tb 
give  on  this  subject,  he  would  give  it  that  niehl  with 
greater  confidence  and  satisfaction.  He  confessed tHallbtf 
time  whiah  had  elapsed  had  by  no  means  chattged  Vis 
intention  a^  to  the  vote  he  would  have  given,  were  he 
urged  to  decide  last  night,  and  that  he  fell  himseVeoi^ 
strained,  though  very  reluctantly,  io  vote  against  the  re«  < 


WAYS,]       ,.    Hiijm-Hsax  y^yitfoTi',      /  ^ 


open  4he  door^j  of  tbftt  lioUse  tb^petifions  ftipm  the  peopi.ei 
Ibcre  was  no  allegation  that  coiitd  l)e  rrtailc  insuclj.pef 
f Itions,  into  which  he  would  refhse  to  inqutre-;-no  argd* 
inent  therein  urged  to  which  ha  would  not  fisteii ;  but  ib^ 
writing,  npw  in  discussion  was'  not  a  petition,  but  a  prici^ 
test  Against  the  authority  of  the  house.     It  was  hot  nil 
allegation,  but  a  censure  on  .its  coiuluct ;  ami  therefore  h^ 
Vromd  take  his  stand  here,  and  vote  tbr  its  rtyection.    lie 
couI(f  tiot  conceive  what  ooject  the  petitioners  could  Jkuc? 
|n  view,  but  that  of  trying  tlie  forbearance  of  the  hou^ 
If  they  bad  desired  of  the  hougeto  re-considefthc  proceed  ii)» 
it  had  ad6pted  towards  Mr.  Jnnes^  or  Sir  Francis  B^^iHl^^Ut. 
ex  expressed  theitr  wishes  for  a  reform  of  pariian^cijj^ 
surely  they  must  have  known  that  the  better  mode  of.  91^ 
pompUsliiug  their  purpose,  was  to  put  forward  their  re- 
<:|uest  in  a  manner  lessT  menacing ;  but  he  perceived  it  vjm 
the  purpose,  continually  apparent,  to  tfettch  upon'  rijc^ 
privileges,  and  depreciate  the  authority  of  the  bouse'  c» 
commons.    There  was  no  assertion  more  gl^ssly  untrqc^ 
or  more  dangerous,  than  to  say  that  the  house  6f  com- 
mons maintained  privileges*  contrary  to  latv^  iiiid  subVer- 
feive  of  the  rights  of  the  people.     What,  he  would  ask^ 
were  the  privileges  of  that  hpfise,  but  ,t^e  privileges  of  the 

Eeople  ? — privileges  tfhlch,'  he  declared*  indiviuijr^Uy  ftr 
imselfi^he  would  cbetfrAilHrh^i^n;  but  Ac  corisiilcre^ 
tliemthc  privileges  dflh^pfe^e^'-^nd,  therefore,  be  coujd 
not  consent  thaV  those  prfvflfe'gcs,  as  they  now"  existed  ip 
that  liouse,  should  be  ab'artdoned.'    'ne  lamented  exf 
tremely  that  theife  were  members  who  lent  themselves  to 
'the  clamours  of  popbUtr  flidtion,  fahd  pU\^i\  in' this  tip^ciea 
pf  insult  to  the  house  <»  eomnlon^,  and  in  the  endeavo^r  iq 
compel  the  house  toabatidon  its  privileges;  but  th^^p 
itt^n  seemed  little  aware  of  the  bonsequcnces  to  which  iheijc 
|:pndiict  directly  tended ;  fbr  if  once  tho^^  factions,  tb 
which  tiiey  haa  lent  theiuselves  hs  the  tools,  should  hp 
successful  in  their  Teal  object,  which  was  tuc  complete 
subversion  of  all  existing  authorities,  'those  xcry  xi^pn 
ivould  be  thp  very  first  victims  of  the  storm  they  aided  \a 
tai$e,  and  would  be  swt^ptliWay  like  chaff  beiR)rc  the  wii/^T 
TJiose  parties,  with  whom  sitcb  tu^il  utifbrtunately  coiu!*- 
))iQ^  inemselves,  kifew  much  f)etter  thsin  th^y  did  the  irm 
jpurpose  tbey.iiiidui  fiew. '  Tbej  kiie\v  that,  when  the 


8d  THB  rASUAMeilTjIBV  mBGlSTEH  C^QVt. 

pritn^gC*  of  f bat  hoQse  imc  di$0Q[ve(}  in  -^ect^ ^thc  popcc 
4>rthe  cfoirn,  ainl  lite  moniirclij  ilsclf,  wliicb  tfie  priyi-, 
kgcs  of  (hat  house  eqaally  limited  and  protected^  would 
i^pcedilj  be  diisolvea  aW,  Ai)c|  wb^^  be  would  ask^ 
most  be  ihi;  consequence  f  Tbc  bu^inesy  must  inevi'abl/ 
tnd  either  in  a  wild  deaior-racy,  or  in  an  absolute  monar''^ 
ehjr  and  military  despot isui^  like  ibe  revolulioaof  Fraqcqu 
I  There  was  no  other  alternative.     Every  man  who  bud 

yead  fbe  bistoryof  the  French  revolution  must  be  conviiv* 
'eed  ihht  similar  causes^  pusihed  to  their  extremilji  tnusf 
produce  similar -eflfects.     it  was  bis  wish,  however^  (Int 
the  housC)  even  on  the  rejection  of  this  petiliony  sliould^ 
iKit  adopt  any  precipitate  measure  likely  to  exiiitp  in  Ibe 
public  m|nd  a  spirit  of  irritation,  or  auord  a  handle  tq 
tkofe  who  wished  toTepresent  that  house  as  hostile  to  the 
tiffbts  of  the  people,  or  inplined  to  reject  their  |>etition8 
When  ofiered  indecorous  language.     He, could  wisf|  the 
house  to  adopt,  on  this  6cca*tion,  some  resplulion  eis^pr^s^ 
itre  of  this  sentigient,  that  the  house  .of  cx>mn^Qns  was 
never  unwillip^  to  receive  the  petitions  of  the  people,  nof 
to  attend  to  the  prayers  of  tbo^e  petitious ;  but  that  tli^ 
louse  could  not  record  upon  iis  journals^  under  the  name 
of  a  petition,  that  which  was,  in  fact,  a  prot^'st  qgainst 
its  own  authority.    He  could  wlsli  that  some  gentleman, 
snore  competent  (haa  himself,^  wouVi  assume  the  t^  of 
framing  such  a  resolution,  to  which  he^  should  be  bappjr 
in  {giving  his  sup^)ort ;  but  still  be  thought  that  a  mere  re* 
Ejection  of  this  petition,  without  a  full  disscussiion  of  the 
subject,  would  not  be  enough.    The.^ouse  had  a  right  U> 
demtind  of  all  its  members  a  hdld  ayowal  of  their  sen-  ~ 
'limeftts,  in  order  to  sliengthen  its  hands  fur  the  Vnain- 
tenance  of  its  privileges.    He  could  not,  however,  cou- 
'  etude  his  observations  upon  this  subject,  without  directing 
the  attention  of  the  bouse  to  the  conduct  of  those  men  op*  ^ 
postte  to  him,  whose  measures  and  proceedings  had  led,  la 
the  consequences  which  placed  tluU  house  in  the  predica^v 
Wnt  it  now  stood  in,  and  lowered  its  dignity  in  the  po- 
pular estimation.    They  had  been  wai;ned  oftpn  by  his  nq* 
tiourabte  friends  on  all  sides  qf  him  of  the  n^ischief  to 
Vhich  their  conduct  was  the  direct  path.    They  had  coq- 
«tant1y  manifested  too  much  disregard  to  the  public  feel- 
ing ;  aud  if  they  were  loud  io  their  censutes  upon  the  fro^ 
qucnt  intemperance  of  the  pubUc  siiiritt  they  should  be 
told  the  causes  existed  with '  themselves^  their  practice*^ 
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ftnStkeit  marked  in^ctiftev  and  fesisttdea  tit  <nrf r^^Atf 
j^gt  of  jpiiMic  compl^mt^flud  popular  goie^anQQ*     Xkfy 
h^d  cominiiedfor  a  \of^g  <^aars(e<of  tiroev  upim  ev^rj^,5i!i|^ 
ctisfod  likely  to  cKcite  popular  dic^conienty  (^  buk^.  4^ 
people  by  sham  triqutficS)  yet  doing  notbiiig.    'tbejf  r^ 
sisfeil  ey^ry  propoftitidn  for^irfqiHryln  order  to  tl^e  ri*fi}ri|i 
qi  public  ab(M?s  ;'afK)  whcr«  they  were- found  tocoivc^c  ifw 
quiry,  delinquency,  wIkmt  discovered,  vaa  protect^  n[* 
^Iier'thnn  punished.     &ven  tipon  a  recent  ecc^ioni  ifli^ 
4  nfi^mber  of^thlit  house,  cither  des^vedly  or  mlidcserir^Iy^ 
Xenderixl  hiinscVf  obnoxious  to  the  popular  fpelihg^  itf^f 
dt4  his  tnajesty^s  ministers  mark  tk«ir  reapird  U>  PUijiy^ 
sentiment  ?  Why,  by  instauily  covering  that  men\t>6r  1)^(^1^ 
hor.ours  and  rewards!  (Die. honourable  member*  .^^.i^illf^ 
ccive,  might  allude  to  Mr.  Yorke.)    He  d^iis^d  k)  b^  m^ 
derstqod  a^  not  speaking  from  anv  sen^a  of  |(Aina9M<$^Jt9 
that  right  honourable  gentleman :  bat  this,  be  jtHp^gh^  ^^ 
not  a  fit  time  for  such  eouduci  on  the  part  of  H^ni^l^gf;^ 
Not  content,  however,  with  incurring  for  ili^cij^ljv^;^ 
popular  odiutti,  they  hiid  also  enileavQure^  bj^'^h^'F-''^^ 
guagc  to  transfer  that  odium  to  thos^  ^hp  had  Q^i^s^Vif 
ppposed  their  obnoxioas  ijieasures,  and  ncTepoeasiBd  lo^o^ 
oiit  against  the  ruinous  tendency  of  audi  meaSfUfOB^   •'fiw 
bad  given  to  the  demagog uas'the>d>ampb  for  Ihaj^  )<>» 
gqage  by.  which  the  house  wa^ruow  QO«tinuaIly  rewled-^^ 
insulted.     Their  constant  reply  to  those. ivbor^ifit^.^V^f 
nxeasuros,  ^r  arraigned  tl|fir  miacondoct,.iva8,  th^t^iji 
oiviy  n^otivcs  for  oppqsitiim  was  9.  wish  io  gi»l  ipfp.  '^ 
places.    Could  they  suppose. t be  pe^b.  would  119^  4 
at  such  lahguage?*lYmH?  very  .phfii«c»\veKe  9d<HA^iF 
every  popiUar  discussion,  and  made  the  g^ers^lgro^^^Ri^ 
abuse  of'  bath  skies  of  liie  Irouse.    But  h§  coqld  no(^,|ai 

{)osc  any  man  so' absurd  as  to  opfi^ee  sHChn^i^usterii  ti^ffc^ 
,Qr  tfu3  sake  of  getting  into  their  places,  u^der  esfii^g  ii\ff 
cumi>tance&,  He  wished  the  bouse,  bovvever,  ^pvieifiw^tp 
a  temiieratc  consfdenition  the  sta^  of  pppul^  ti^i^fg^^  apifl 
tfi^t  tljose  persons  whom  be  had  becu  jus^  addressjpg  lyoiiUl 
consider  how  far  they  themselves  had  been^i^strjufu^u^aljlp' 
the  success  of  those  whi/  propagated  libels  upon  the  p^gdif^ 
ment.  If  there  was  ariy  such  sctitin^ent,  th^^  Qlfh^ 
frieu'4^  W('re  actuated  by  any  vioirs  tu  pofrcr  or  ^in()pliU99iQiit« 
'|ie  wibhcd  it  to  be  fairly  and  fully  investigated^  4pc^* 
gizing  to  the  bouse  for  trespasj^ing  ao  long.Qii  .ihpir  .wii||- 
gence,  he  wislied  tlie  question  frir  rfg!?ftii|g[jtibis.,^iij 
Vol.  U.— J810.  4D       *  '         ' 
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night  be  shaped  as  a  resolution  in  the  rorm  he  had  already 
suggested,  lie  K«id  drnwn  up  one  as  rather  explanatory  of 
bis  own  sentiments  than  to  bind  the  bouse  io  adopt  it  in  the 
precise  form  it  was  now  written ;  and  he  concluded  by 
Jnovin(;, 

•*  That  this  house  is  at  all  times  ready  to  receive  the  pe- 
titions of  the  people,  and  attend  to  the  pnyers  thereof; 
bnt  cannot  receive  as  a  petitioil  that  which  is  in  fact  a 
prptest  against  ifs  procf'edings." 

JUr.  Grerffelly  as  he  had  seconded  the  motion  of  his  ho-' 
.  noorable  friend  for  the  adjournment  of  the  discussion  to 
this  day,  trusted  that  he  should  be  indulged  in  briefly 
stating  the  grounds  of  the  vole  he  meant  to  give.  Ke  re- 
joiced in  the  short  delay  that  had  taken  place,  because, 
in  whatever  way  the  house  should  decide,  its  judgment 
ifould,  he  was  persuaded,  have  more  weight  and  impres* 
810^  is  the  country.  As  to  the  character  pf  the  document 
under  consideration,  he  for  one  had  no  doubt,  and  no 
gentleman  who  had  spoken  on  the  subject,  seemed  to  him 
to  have  justified  the  tone  and  language  in^  which  it  was 
drawn  up.  A  worihy  alderman,  a  friend  of  his,  (Alder- 
man Combe),  had  stated  last  night,  as  the  ground  on 
nvhich  he  should  vote  for  reci'iving  the  petition,  that  he 
did  not  know  what  might  be  the  consequences  of  its  rejec- 
tion^  For  his  own  part,  he  could  say,  that  though  he 
might  not  know  what  would  be  the  consequences  of  ifs  re- 
jection, he  was  still  dispo»»ed  to  think  less  of  these  con- 
sequences than  of*  the  dignity  of  that  h^n.^e.  Yet  if  ho 
VTfis  not  aware  of  tlie  consequences  of  its  rejection,  he  had 
a  sttrong  impression  of  what  might  lye  the  consequences  of 
the  reception  of  such  a  document  by  that  bouse.  If  they 
coifid  once  be  brought  to  entertain  such  a  production,  their 
table  would  in  a  short  time  be  loaded  with  petitions  in  still 
more  offensive  terms,  which  would  not  fail  to  be  promoted 
•  by  those  who  were  ever  ready  to  degrade  and  vilify  th^ 
bouse  of  commons.  It  \v\<,  by  no  means  his  opinion  that 
there  existed  any  such  di  position  generally  throughout 
the  country  ;  but  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  {|  considerr 
able  degree  of  djscontcnt  and  dissatisfaction  did  prevail 
fimongst  ihe  mass  of  the  public.  Any  constitufional  mea? 
spres  for  the  removal  of  such  discontent  he  should  ever 
be  prepared  to  support;  but  proceedings  of  any  different 
tendency  sliould  meet  no  countenance  from  him.  Ope  of 
'*tbe  principal  causes  for  public  dissatisfactipn  arose  froiii 
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tbe  oppressive)  fyranuical,  and  ves^atious  system  foir  col- 
lection of  i\\e  Uwcs,  If  ever  a  revolution  should  tak6 
place  in  (his  country,  it  would  be  brought  about  by  thfii 
vexatious  collection,  and  not  by  the  extreme  burthen^ 
heavy  as  he  altowetl  it  to  be,  of  tlie  taxes.  He  WJis  ndt 
afVaid  of  the  meetings  in  Palace-yard  or  at  Hackney^  so  . 
much  as^of  Avhat  was  passing  elsewhere;  and  of  this  he 
was  convinced,  that  no  revolutionists  were  so  much  to  bp 
dreaded  as  tlie  commissioners  of  taxes.  Having  stated  so 
much  upon  the  cause  of  the  public  discontent,  fae  should 
not  take  up  any  niofe  of  the  time  of  the  house,  but  con- 
clude wit!)  slating  his  intention  of  supporting  the  resolu^ 
tion  lead  by  liis  honourable  friend.     *. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Waru  moved,  that  the  petition  of  the  elec- 
tors of  Wcatminster  be  read,  a  proceeding  which  he 
stated  to  be  necessary,  with  a  view  to  a  comparison  with 
the  petition  undt-r  consideration. 
The  Westminster  petition  having  been  read  accordingly^ 
l\[r.  Ward  shouUI  not  have  felt  it  necessary  to  trouble 
Ihe  house  with  any  observation^  upon  this  question,  if  he  . 
had  not  stood  in  the  situation  of  having  been  the.persoa 
to  propose  the  rejection  of  the  petition  lately  presented  by 
the  electors  of  Westminster.  Whether  the  house  was 
right  or  wrong  in  its  decision  upon  that  occasion  it  was 
not  for  him  to  say  ; .  but  certain  he  was,  that  feeling  a^ 
he  did,  that^  the  petition  was  an  insult  to  that  liouse,  he 
had  done  no  more  than  his  duty  in  calling  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  its  contents,  in  order  that  a  dotument, 
couched  in  such  insulting  terms,  should  not  sub  silcnlig 
be  laid  upon  the  table  of  that  house.  At  that  time,  as 
well  as  on  the  present  occasion,  he  was  actuated  by  a 
dcbire  to  preserve  the  dignity  of  the  house ;  and  as  he 
should  vote  that  the  peiidou  under  consideration  should 
be  suffered  io  lie  on  the  table,  he  trusted  the  house  would 
permit  him  to  state  shortly  the  motives  to  the  vote  he 
meant  to  give.  The  dignity  of  that  house  ought,  tinJer 
all  circumstances,  to  be  upheld,  and  no  mean  part  of 
dignity  was  to  l)e  found  in  consistency.  As  the  house 
had  but  ihe  other  day  agreed  that  such  a  paper  as  the 
Westminster  petition  should,  lie  upon  its  table,  he  could 
iiot  see  how  it  could  consi>tently  rrjoct  this  peti.tioji 
from  Middlesex.  He  had  not  heard  any  one  of  l^e  argu- 
ments urged  against  receiving  this  netition  of  the  electors 
of  Middlesex^  strong  as  he  admit((^  them  to  be^'and  coo* 
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cuisirc  as  Ihey  would  be  upon  his  mind,  if  tlic  qiieilfhn' 
wiNre  a  res  bUrf^ra^  now  lot  (lie  first  time  brought  unAcf 
consideration^ie  had .  not  heard  any  oie  of  1  hose  ar)^* 
incnts  which  was  not  much  more  applicahle  to  (!io  Wrst- 
minster  petition*  He  could  not  lielp  statin^c  that  in  hi;; 
.  qprnion  all  ^rcat  cases  ought  to  be  determined  upon  broad 
and  intelligible  principles.  lie  could  not  Ihhjk  it  con- 
sisicnl  with  the  consistency  or  the  disunity  of  that  house  to 
FPCciVc  one  petition  containing  offensive  language  (be- 
cause, by  a  quibble,  it  could  be  made  out  (hnt  the  objec<* 
tionabte  terms  might  not  have  been  intended  as  an  insult), 
and  to  reject  another  petition  of  (he  same  descriptton, 
merely  because  the  fiome  contemptible  quibble  could  not 
mrail  to  explain  away  the  offensive  nature  of  its  expres- 
aions.  On  (he  ground  of  consistency,  therefore,  he  thought 
the  lifiuse  bound,  as  it  bad  received  (he  former,  not  to  ob* 
jeot  io  the  latter.  Undoubtedly  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  practice  of  that  house  underwent  changes  after 
long  periods.  A  century,  nay,  twenty  years,  usually  made 
some  variation  in  the  practice  of  .(hat  liouse  ;  and  of  such 
changes  the  conduct  of  their  ancestors  in  the  brightest 
periods  of  the  history  of  the  country  respecting  petitions, 
when  compared  with  the  conduct  of  parliament  in  mmlera 
timiv,  afforded  a  most  clear  and  convincing  proof.  But 
whilst  he  admiUed  that  the  practice  of  parliament  natu- 
Taliyunderwent  a  change  after  the  lopseof  some  consider- 
able time,  he  must  contend  that  consistency  as  well  as 
decency  required  that  they  should  not  vary  their  practice 
from  day  to  day,  or  from  week  to  week,  as  if  they  acted 
upon  na  fixed  principle ;  tlml  tlu*y  should  not  change 
their  course  of  proceedings  merely  because  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  might  have  a  little  more  or  a  little  less 
political  knowledge  in  either  of  two  successive  days  or 
weeks.  {Hearj  bear  I)  H  was  upon  this  ground  that  lie 
waa  of  opinion  that  the  house,  from  a  regard  to  its  own 
consistency,  ought  (o  receive  this  petition.  At  the  same 
time  he^  had  Ad' hesitation  to  declare  bis  unaHered  detes* 
tation  and  abhorrence  of  the  designs  of  those  who  pro- 
moted such  means  of  throwing  discredit  upon  that  house. 
He  had  only  to  add,  that  if  any  oiher  petition,  exhibiting 
a  clear,  demonstrable,  tangible  difference  in  point  of  in* 
tentiODal  or  actual  o0ence  fa  diffvTence  which  did  not 
appear  Co  bim  to  exist  betweeii  the  Westminster  and 
*Midd]«ex  petition)  should  hereafter  be  presented  to  that 


house,  he  should  be  prepared  to  vote  for  its  immediate 
icjection. 

Mr.  R.  S.  Dutidns  cbucnrred  most  fully  in  »1I  the  doc* 
trines  laid  down  by  the  horioarable  gentleman  who  oprnedt 
the  debate,  so  far  as  tbej  were  applicable  to  the  qoestion*.- 
As  to  the  last  honourable  member  who  had  spoken*  lie  was 
not  prepared  to  follow  him  into  his  ideas  of  consistency' 
on  this  occasion.  That  honourable  member  had  stated 
thnt  lie  would  not  have  voted  for  the  reoeption  lyf  the 
Westminster  petition,  nor  of  <his  petition,  if  the  former 
had  not  been  received,  thon/^h  he  ari^tied  that,  in  consis*/ 
lency,  having  ri^ceivrd  the  former  the  house  was  boond 
not  to  reject  this.  Did  the  honourable  gentleman  thea 
mean  to  say )  tliat  hrcanse  the  bouse  was  wrong  tbcn"it 
slionid  in  coasistci>cy  net  wrong  now  f  Gonsistency  in  arr«r 
the  house  would  tiot,  he  supposed,  be  inclined  to  adopt* 
As  to  the  former  petition,  he  admitted  that  upon  feofm- 
sidering  it  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  bore  the  constructtan 
which  hnd  induced  the  house  to  receive  it.  But  was  the 
document  utidcr  consideration  of  the  satne  description'? 
Could  any  gentleman  take  upon  him  to'  say  that  ibis  pe* 
tition  was  any  thing  but  a  premeditated  insult  to  tnat 
/house  >  The  tone  and  terms  of  the  present  petition  wen? 
so  much  stronger  and  more  offensive  (ban  the  finwier,  that 
he  was  of  opinion  the'house  should  now  make  its  stand. 
This  they  were  the  more  bound  todo,  because,  having  re* 
ccived  the  former  petition,  they  sliewcd  their  disposition  to 
receive  -such  as,  consistently  wrth  their  dignity,  Ukey 
could,  though  resolved  not  to  receive  any  other,  whipli  in- 
creased in  the  strength  tind  insolent  of  ttteir  language. 
The  honourable  getitleman  opposite  (Mr.  BarlKim3}  bad 
asserted,  that  the  terms  of  these  pctittonshad  been  adopted 
from  language  used  by  the  hoilourhMe  gentlemen  i^  his 
side  of  the  house — (the  Treasitrj/  side)— and  contended 
that  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  public  arose  from  sl^am  in* 
quiries  in  parlistmcnt..  He  did  not,  however,  ttnderstand 
that  honourable  gentleman  to  say  that  parliament  had 
lost  tJie  confidence  of  the  public.  Whatever  might  be 
that  honourable  member's  opinion,  he,  for  his  part,  wa< 
confiilent  that  parliament  had  not  lost  the  coitfidence  <of 
the  nation.  The  measures  taken  out  of  doors,  which  had 
beca  alijtdcd  to,  proceeded  from'  |)ersons  whose  conduct 
was  totally  ^t  variance  with  the  principles  that  influcnciKl 
<that.bou:»c;    Cut  as  to  the  observation  of  that  faonottcabk 
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^rrtlfman,  that,  because  a  late  member  of  tbat  house 
(Mr.  Yorke)  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of  fhe  public^ 
whether  hM^couduct  was  <]|es€frving  or  iiojt  deserving'  of 
MAsure,  he  should  not  have  been  appolirted  to  the  office 
be  now  held,  he  should  only  sny,  that  if  those  who  had- 
advisrd  that  appointment  had  been  influenced  bj  a  feeK 
ifig  such  as  tbat  alhided  to  by  the  honourable  firentleinan,* 
ibey  would  indeed  have  merited,  contempt.  It  was  not 
by;  advising  sueh  appointments,  but  by  gyving  way  to 
aucb  unworthy  sentiments,  in  comings  1o  a  decision,  that 
the  government  would  incur  contempt.'  He  was  sure^ 
tbetefore,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be  ready 
tOTetract  his  assertion.  There  was  little  morp  in  the  (Jb-' 
aervatf on  of  the  other  honourable  member,  who  attributed 
llie  discontents  of  the  nation  to  the  board  of  taxes.  'This 
was  a  nnosi  extraordinary  statemept.  These  boards  wete 
merely  the  instruments  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
ads  of  that  house.  The  duties  they  had  to  perform  were 
prescribed  by  parliament ;  and  if  any  blame  attached  for 
the  manner  in»which  they  were  directed  to  execute  them, 
the  honourable  member  himself  must  have  his  full  share 
of  it.  Their  duty  was  irksome,  but  it  was  imposed  upon 
tbem.  He  could  not  agree  with  the  opinion  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  that  the  rejection  of  the  petition 
«bouId  be  preceded  by  any  resolution  or  declaration, 
shewing  the  grounds  upon  which  it  had  been  rejected. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  himself  shdwn  no  similar 
case,  nor  did  he  bcUeve  that  any  similar  case  could  be 
shewn.  The  best  mode  of  manifesting  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  house  acted  would  be,  to  let  it  appear  that, 
after  havinir*  received  the  former  petition,  this  had  bccn^ 
on  reading  it,  immediately  rejected. 

Mr.  PonsonbyregSiTd&d  the  observations  of  his  honour- 
>able  friend  respecting  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Yorke  to 
the  ofRce  of  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  as  strictly  con- 
atttufional ;  because  in  this  country  the  representatives  of 
the  people  had  no  other  means  of  ascertaining  the  senti* 
raents  of  their  constitutents  but  by  means  of  a  new  elec- 
lion.  If  upon  such  an  event  they  should  be  re-elected^ 
that  would  be  a  satisfactory  proof  that  they  approved  of 
their  public  conduct ;  and,  according  to  this  constitu* 
tionnl  criterion,  the  electors  of  Cambridgeshire  had  givett 
their  late  meml)er  decisive  evidence  of  their  sense  of  his 
pjuliaraentary  conduct.     As  to  the  pctiolin  itself,  he  w^s 
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sorry  to  differ  respecting  it  fi^om  his  honoamble  MenS  ; 
but  certainly  he  should  not  vote  for  its  rejection.  Tte 
could  not  discover  in  it  nny  thing  so  o&nsive  as  in  the 
petition  which  had  already  been  received.  But  he  should 
never  admit  that  any  expressions  in  a  petition,  whick 
that. house  might  consider  as' offensive,  ought  to  indmxl 
them  tci  shut  out  from  that  bouse  the  opinions  of  ih< 
people.  What  was  actually  the  case  respecting  this  pe^ 
litiun,  or  how  was  it  to  be  otherwise  worded?  If  the 
people  foui\d  fault  with  what  was  done  in  that  house,  wen) 
they  not  to  say  so?  Or  if  they  did. not  say  so,  hoW  could 
they  complain,  or  what  ground  could  they  lay  for  ro^ 
dress  ?  It  was  tlie  constant  maxtrfi  of  the  house  not  to 
allow  a  petition  to  be  presented  against  a  tax  in  the  samtf 
session  in  which  it  was  proposed,  though  sach  )*,etitioiii 
might  be  presented  in  a  subsequent  session*  He  would  under^ 
take  to  say  that  hundreds  of  such  cases  were  to  be  found 
4ipon  their  journals,  in  which  taxes  were  represented  9$ 

f)artial,  oppressive,  and  unjust ;  and  yet  he  did  not  ix!^ 
ieve  that  anyone  of  these  {letitions  were  rejected  in  cori^ 
sequence  of  such  expressions.  Could  any  thing  be  ati^ 
stractedly  more  offensive  than  to  chorge  that  honse  with 
partiality,  oppression,  and  injustice  ?  and  yet  it  did  not 
appear  that  any  petitions  had  ever  been  rejected  in  conse* 
quence  of  their  containing  sucJi  charges,  because  that 
^  house  considered  them  as  conveying  the  sentiments  of  th«. 
petitioners.  It  should  be  equally  so  >^i(h  regard  io  the 
present  petitioners.  They  thought  the  conduct  of  that 
qouse  unjust,  and  they  told  them  so.  If  they  really  and 
coiucientiously  thought  the  house  in  its  conduct  unjust, 
how  could  they  express  that  in  words  but  sucli  as  thry 
had  made  use  of,  and  ought  to  make  use  of  ?  Far  indeed 
if  as  he  from  concurring  in  the  sentiments  contained  in 
jtheir  petition.  He  knew,  of  no  privilege  clciimed  by  that 
bouse  which  it  did  not  possess.  He  knew  of  no  power 
exercised  by  it  Hfhich  it  had  not  the  right  to  employ.  He 
had  most  certainly  read  in,  <hat  petition,  and  elsewhere, 
•^hat  tiic  house  had  claimed  and  exercised  privileges  find 
powers  which  it  did  noi  constitutionally  pt)ss«is ;  but  sooh 
statements  he  wu«  far  from  considering  as  offensive,  pro>r 
ceeding  as  they  did  from  an  ignorance  of  the  coiistttutioti. 
The  surrender  of  any  of  the  privileges  of  that  house  wonki 
l^ead  to  the  destrtiction  of  the  constitution.  He  regretted 
fbe  ignorance  >vhich  seejned  to  infiuQnce  the  people  tipp^ 
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thfs  stibVtt;  bnt  be  comVS  p6t  Ibok.irpbh  it^  ah  b^'oi^ 
If  they  differed  in  opinion  from  1haLhou9e,fhat  ihtj  JSotil^ 
f'ly  so.  As  to  what  liad  been  said  of  the  df^tgrift  of 'tfio^^ 
iitio  pro'Hotrd  the  public  meeting  in  whic]i  these pefltioni 
(JrigiiiatiMl,  he  should  say  that  be  knew  of  no  such  de» 
figns.  if  ministers  were  apprized  of  any  such  designs,  it 
yfits  tlioir  duty  to  make  a  case  fur  parliament,  and  ip  pro- 
vide tb(Mn^elves  with  the  tneans  ot  effectually  counteiact- 
iHgllicin;     But  he  co^Id  not  admit  that  the  statedienti 

J'fi  nrv*j< papers  were  good  authority,  -or  ou^t  npon  such 
libjects  to  be  made  tht  fonndation  of  arguments'  in  that 
hoiisc*    For  himsdf,  he  was  not  incUocd  to  place  any 
itependcdce'  upofi  statements  given  in  the  n^spapers  ui 
cr(jorts  of  what  had.  been  said^  at  public '  mecilngs .     The 
ground  upon  which  b6  could  not  ^ive  credit  to  such  staten 
inents  w^s,  that  he  had  lately  read  In  Aree  or.fbnr  news- 
6a|)ers^  accounts  ail  nearly  coinciding  liP  what  bad  beeit 
^aid  at  one  of  these  meetings  in  Palac^e-yord  by  the  ho* 
nournble  lAcmbcr  for  Oaluiampton,  .which  Ire  was  sure 
that  honourable  member  never  bud  said,  and  which,  as 
lie  saw  the  honourable  member  in  his  place,  lie  was  sinre 
tbat  honourable  gentlemati  would  not  hesitate  to  declare 
he  hhd  nerer  said'.    In  these  accoonta  that  honourable 
i^ntleman  waii  represented  to  have  mid,  ^^  that  the  gcn* 
Qemen  of  the  oppoiiition  had  tajceit  the.  occasion,  tfie  mo- 
Aictit  a  motion  was  made  by  ministers  n/jainst  Sir  Francis 
Bardett,  to  run  down  that  l^onoutable  ijaronot^  that  they 
^ad  taken  that  particular  occasion  to  declare  tb^r  deter- 
itiination  of  rallying  round  the  goyerjimenr;  that  they 
oouid  W  conceal  or  suppi'ess  th^lr.joy  at  the  comrait^i' 
i^t  of  tbat  faenour;ibIe  baitmet.'*    piTow  as"  to  all  these. 
oss^rKons,  he  bad  only  to  say,  ijiat  be  ktitw  of  no  such 
ihtention  to  rally  roiiud  his  ma}estv*k  mTi^ters,  nor  of  any'^ 
joy  felt  for  the  commitment  of  tne  hoaouiable  baronet,* 
amorigst  that  portion  of  the  members  of  the  bouto  khowh'^ 
as  ti^e  opposition  s    a qd  if  either  existed,  he  must,  from^ 
the  degree  of  tliefr  contidcnce  \vhich  he  possessed,  per-*' 
haps  in  a  higher  dvgrec  than  he  meritbd,  nave  kno^vp  of^ 
il.     Ou  the  contrary,  they  had  all  declared  and  voted" 
gainst  that  commitment.     Again,  ho  had  read  fn  the' 
^vipfic  papers,  what  he  was  eqaaUy  persuaded  could  never | 
have  been  said  by  that  honourable  gentleman,  ^^tbatth^j 
conduct  6f  the  .opposition  bad  been  worse  cvon  tl\ah'tlin1; 
pli:  tte  tninistetialist5/  because  tfaey  bad  '£buftd  hm  "ii^V 


JjmTewinifpt  tpt^notMi^mg  calM.i^  tbfi  niUtterjr  smncjrt" 
)Up09.  ibis  assertion  be  Oouid  aUp  state  that  |t  had  no 
buii4«ti<m  ia  fact*  .  The  Kentleraen  bri  liu  side  of  the 
ipi^sf,  .instead  of  iidppting^och  lang^iage,  had  accu$fd 
at)d  (BQndcpined  4he  governtiieot  for  haviiig  employed  the 
military  l^fute  they  had  tried  whether,  the  civil  powet 
lyovild  i>ot  have  \>een  sufficient.  He  waS|  therefore,  of 
of  opinion^  that  no  dependance  whaterer  was  to  be  place4 
upou  such  Ktatemeats  in  the  no wspo  perls,  uor  shdiild  the^ 
he  relied  oji  as  tlie  ground  of  argument  in  that  hpust^* 
It  Imd  al^  been  stated  that  'all  of  ihoGie  wbp  composed 
(be  two  great  parties  in  that  boose,  w^re  corrupt,  find 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  the  honest  and  independent  mea 
who  were  enemies  of  their  corruption.  It  was. absolute!/ 
impQssi)>le  thai  tjiei?a  should "^  no  hqnasi  men  in  that 
Jiouse  but  the  very  .few  members  who  were  thus,  repri;^ 
Sf^nted  as  Rooking  wp^n  tbemsetves  as  the  only  persoivi 
possessing  intimity,  and  holding  out  all  others  9S  ^PK* 
nipt.  It  iwas  impossible  that  any  honourably  mcmbqr 
cpuld  haye  staled  tifat  out  of  the  638  membcgrs  compos- 
ing^  that  bouse,  Gv'iO  were  notorious  ^ognes^  and  the  re^ 
inajoing  few  alpqe  huniesL  He  must  Again  therefoire  re;^ 
Pfat^  that  no  dependanqe  waa  to  be  placed  upoi^  these 
accounts  in  the  public  paperii^  As  tq  the  quest^m  undet 
.consideration,  he  should  ag^in  assert  that  the  house  waii 
bound  to  support  tbe  right  of  the  ^leoplc  to  petition ;  thaf 
it  was  conformable  to  its  constant  usages  to  constrMQ  thp 
language  of  petitions  as  such  a&v|ras  intended  to.  bejre«> 
i^pectful  to  that  house;  and  that  therefore  they  sIiQul^ 
SuiTer  this  petitipn  to  )ie  oh  the  table. 

Mr.  Wardle  hoppd  the  house  would  indulge  Jiim  in  i^ 
fisw  observations^  ui  reply  to  th^.  personal  attack^  ^hicl^ 
bad  been  made  upon  bim-  (^o^  no^  from  t/ie  opposition  % 
ttpo^  die  newspapers.)  I'hen  |u  thcs  |right  honourable 
gi^i^bnuin  had  qupted  from  the.  newspapers  certain  ex- 
pressions ^hich  were  attributed  to  him»  that  rieht  ho« 
pouKabfe,. gentleman  should  have  s^ted  where  ne  baa 
JToond  tbcm,  because  for  his  part  he  bad  not  seen  theos 

Ej^taied  in  any  newspaper^ .  What  be  had  said  he  be* 
«ed  was  thi$f  that  lie  thought  it  ratJier  h  curings  mo^ 
m^i  for  the  gftntiemen  .of  thie  ^opposition  to  shew  that 
tbey.remi^  in  the  conimitment  ot  Sir  Fcaricis  Burdett» 
t|e  said  toO|  that  he  bad  heard  it  stated  by  one  gi^tlcmaa 
aiipiougst  thorn*  thai  the  loccasion  required  them  to  rally 
Vol,  Il.-iaiO-  ♦!£  ' 


toorid  ilie  gorenmicfii,  and  ffom  (hat  -seniiffimt  havtne 
'  been  cbceicd  paKiculafly  by  the  mcmben  on  the  oppost- 
linn  bc^fiche^,  M  was  justified  in  assumbto^  i(  to  be  gpnerat* 
It  had  eTrn  been  stated  by  (he  honourable  eeollemaii^ 
'  that  eren  If  iiis  majcstys  ministers  ^cre  to  have  liereditafy 
.  Mcts  in  the  grovernnieuti  the  house  ongbt  to  raHy  round 
them  otf  such  an  occasion.     As  that  honourable  member 
tiras  in  his  pince,  he  wonid  correct  him  if  he  was  wrong ; 
'but  the  impression  npon  his  mind  was  that  he  had  ma<*e 
use  of  the  expression;  but  ns.to  ht&  havmg  said  that  all 
'the  persons  in  that  house' were  not  honest,  but  the  few 
who  concurred  in  opinions  with  himself)  he  could  not  re* 
'collect  his  hafifig  used  any  such  expression,  and  he  was 
finre  he  had  not,  because  he  had  'never  thought  so :  but 
'fh  or  oQt  of  that  house,   be  should  always  state  freely 
what  he  thought,  thoi|gh  he  could  assure  the  right  ho-* 
*h6urable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  never  with  offence  U>» 
'wat'ds  him  personally^     In  stating  his  sentiments,  how- 
ever, as  to  tne  conduct  of  public  men,  he  should  lierer 
'conceal  the  opinions  which  he  conscientionsly,  and  at  th<^ 
meeting  alluded  to.    He  had  done  nothing  but  what  he 
"had  a  tight  to  do,  and  what  he  should  always  do  as  art 
'elector  of  Westminster*    Having  said  so  much  as  io  the 
attack  which  had  been  made  upon  hira,  be  had  only  one 
vroid  to  add  on  the  subject  of  the  petition  uiuler  consi- 
deration.     He  trusted  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man opposite  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  would . 
pursue  tl^  same  course  with  respect  to  this  as  he  had 
ttorte  with  re!ipect  in  the  Westminster  petition.     In  that 
case  (he  right  honpurabte  gentleman  had  conisented  to  re*> 
feriv^  the  petition,  as  containing  the,  sentiments  of  the 
fflectors  of  Westminster.     If  he  should  put  a  similar  con« 
sfrdctinn  upon  the  present,  which  was  the  construction 
upon  which  it  ought  to  be  tcceived,  he  was  sure  the  right 
honourable  gent lemnn^ would  have  na difficulty  in  acced* 
}ng  to  (he  motiofi  that  H  be  laid  upon  the  tablet' 
'    JUr.  Ponsonby y  in  explanation,  stated  that  he  had  not 
intended  any  attack  uppn  the   bononrabip  gentleman* 
What  he  had  said  was  directed  against  th^  statements  in 
the  newspapers,  purporting  to  be  reports  of  the  honour- 
nble  gentleman's  speeol^    As  he  had  been  called  tipon  to 
state  where  he  hao  seen  these  reports,  he  should  infbrni 
tfarhqnourable  gentleman,  in  7%e  Morning  Chromcte  atid 
Th^  Times  newspapers ;  and  also  in  another,  the  name^of 
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)f|)ich  be  dj^  not  recollect,  but  all  the  accounts  were 
iiearty  siiiinar.  What  the  Hunoiirabh?  gentleman  hail  jimi 
stated^  corroborated  liis  a^ssertion  that  tiie  kononrilblR 
roembcr  had  never  made  u^e  of  tlie  expressions  stated 
^o  have  been  iiscd  by  him.  .     . 

Mr,  VVarcue  had  never  seen  the  statements  alhided  to 
by  the  right  Ivonourabic  gentleman,  and  if  bat  he  had' said 
at  the  meeting  he  had  already  stated  in  reply  to  tlie  rigiti 
bonourable  gentleman. 

Sir  John  Anstndhery  as  the  honourable  member  seenif 
cd  to  have  alluded  pRrticularly  to  him,  trusted  he  shouM 
i}e  indulged  in  making  a  few  ol)servations.  Whtfo  that 
honourable  gentleman  imputed  to  the  members  on  the  op« 
potition  side  of  the  hou^e,  that  they  had  rejoiced  atlhjs 
i^moiitment  of  Sir  FranciH  Burdett,  be  was  of  Qpini4Mi 
that  he  should  have  looked  rather  to  their  votes  ffmn  to 
tlietr  cheers  for  evidence  of  their  sentiments,  l^or  htni« 
selff  he  was  one  of  those  who  thoughts  the  house  had  not 
exceeded  its  just  and  constitutional  privileges «in  that  io« 
glance.  How  far  it  might  be  desirable  to  exercise  these 
|irivUeg^s  on  any  particular  occr?ision  was  quite  another 
question.  But  such  privileges  the  house  not  ojdy  imd, 
but  ought  to  have  ;  and  without  them  it  must  sioon  cease 
to  exist  as  an  integral  braiiclt  of  the  iegi:ilature»  The 
honourable  member^  in  quoting  the  particular  expression 
which  inadvertenly  fell  from  him  in  the  former  debate* 
should  have  quoted  it  correctly.  Wlien  he  had  stated 
the  observations  respecting  nefeditary  mtnisters,  he  did  it 
for  the  purpose  of  declaring;,  that  if  it  was  a  questttin  be* 
twten.the  continuance  of  the  pn^^sent  n\inistera  in  rjificei 
and  the  existence  of  the  constitution  itself,  lie  could  liavie 
no  doubt  in  preferring  even  them  a^  the  government,  ra* 
tber  than  see  the  constitution  overturned.  That  was  what 
lie  had  said,  and  shouUI  still  say.  He  should  never  how* 
fver  cease  to  use  all  constitutional  means  io  procure  their 
disuiibsal  from  office,  and  to  induce  his  majesty  to  plac9 
bis  government  in  other  and  abler  hands.  But  desirable 
as  he  considered  such  a  change,  if  it  wa»  to  be  e^^cted 
only  by  the  destruction  of  the  government  itself,  am]  of 
the  constitution,  therf;  he  was  determined  to  make  his 
stand,  as  he  looked  upon  it  as  much  better  to  take  the  go- 
vernment, even  as  it  is,  than  to  baaard  the  overthrow  of 
fill  government.  It  was  in  the  recollection  of  Ihe  house 
that  thi»  was  the  seotiment  contained  la  thf  expjaessiop 
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^dyvvied  to  by  tlie  hsitioiimble  grnllemon^  vlra^  in  qttbff 
iDg  il^  should  havei  in  fairfoess,  qsotfd  k  coritscllj^ 
.  jl/r.  /r.  Sm^A  re«^|^€d,  thai  agre^-int;  aa  he  did  whfi 
tlicgpod  ^nt<*n(ion&  or  the  petitioners,  and  olao  ofpevtmt 
genlteme^  uroun^  li^ro^  be  «boiild  difivr  foam  them  fpHa 
cor/b,  as  to  the  means  of  carrying  thai  intention  itfto  e£| 
sect* '  He  could  not  agree  thHt  Uie  hpiiee  >» as  bound  oi| 
the  groond  of  consislency,  at^itcd  hy  an  faofiourabte  g^ni 
tleman  (Mr.  Ward),  to  receive  this  petition,  becaose  it 
bad. received  the  |>cliiton  of  the  Wes»tminsier  electors. 
For  the  one  contained  nothing  more  t|ian  afi  e^pressioii 
9f  disappr9batu)n  pf  a  particular  act,  and  aiequcstfer 
fl^e  (sunsideration  of  thai  apt,  which  the  petitioners  mm 

Sitilled  to  lay  \iefw  the  bouse ;  but  the  othcTy  namety^ 
lat  under  discussion,  be  conceived  to  be  peculiariy  c^ 
fensiye^  and  bis  obiection  to  if,  lie  conjfessed,  to  rest  upon 
the  imagination  tfiat  it  ccAiveyed  an  intended  insoit  tq 
ilie  ho.pse.  He  should)  therefore,  oppose  its  reception. 
It  was  n^t  in  fact  conceived  in  the  tern^s,  or  drawn  uf^ 
(n  tiie  spirit  of  a  petition.     For  instead  of  asking,  or  evca 

5'ccoiuniemling;,  it  dictated  authoritatively  to  the  faouse^ 
The  ca^  bet\^ccn  Sir  Francis  Buidett  and  that  boose  wat 
said  to  be  at  present  ^^judicc^  It  wasto  be  subqiitted^ 
it  was  under^too^,  to  the  investigation  of  a  court  of  lai^^ 
and  did  it  becpme^  was  it  decorous,  in  a  party  proie$$edly 
fomplaiiiiDg  ti)  thsit  bouse,  to  profiouhee  not  a  m^ce  opi* 
iiionupon  the  question,  but  a  most  authoritative  dsci^ 
liibn.  '  jft  was  in  fe^ct  impossible  to  read  this  petition  at^ 
tcntiVcIy,  wilhout  seeiiig  tj^at  it  was  ibdeoorous^  witbottt 
l(peling  that  it  w^  the  obi^t  of  the  narties  by  whom  it 

use 

tained  no  such  yiew,  he  supported  the  motion  for  tbA  re^ 
^cption'^f  their  petition,  if  it  should  be  said,  that  the 
reaction  of  tiie  petition  under  discussion  implied  anr 
^sih  to  iiaifrow  the  right  of  petitioning^  he  felt  tbat  no  sucK* 

Sisb  could  be  imputed  to  fiim.  '  For  the  twenty  •six  years 
^  urirg  which  he  had  been  a  reMcsentative  of  the  peopl^. 
in  iha^  louse,  be  foutd  r^er  fo  his  condnet  a«  tHe  beft 
defence  against  any  such  imputa^io^ ;  as  iii  the  coursiQ  of 
that  Deriod  he  had  never  voted  agaih|t  any  pbpukir  (if  ii 
wp  fef  ^i^  to  aay  what  was  popular>  of  cotetit^tioBi) 
^easuiier  1[Ie  was  sbriy  that  his  s^nse  of  duty  sbonid  oiji 


iHiisf  occft^iobi'  impel  htm.  t6  bnpan^  ^imny  |ipr96rH  H^hiifaif 
be respectecf.  But'  faevlifferod  from  ihtm  ifhiy'ksibfKS 
itams  they  employed  for  ittrrjin^  theif  object.  It4la^ 
been  often  observed,  and  witb  justice,  tiltft  i%'iift»  iiecdsJ 
•n-y  to  the  preaervmtion  of  the  librr^  of  flie  pt^'iU 
l^urd  agHuist  its  licentioinae&s ;'  a»id  l^h/Mt'^pjilyt 
aftraro^rvnlfon  to  the  fight  of  petittooihg)  that  in  oiti 
to  pnd^rre  that  ri^ht  it  was  nccessarf  to  gmfd  agaiA)rf 
any  Jioehtiousness  m  its  exercise*  1  he  petit}6a  untf^ 
consideration  he  conceived  to  be  a  mo^  licentkms  exerdso 
4if  that  li^ht,  and  therefore  he  must  oppose  Hi  niiriitikiotxl- 
He  must  appose  it,  because  he  could  rtot  sanctioto'  any 
• '  proceeding  calcolated  to  encourage  that  sM  of  domincU 
tton  in  ivhtch  (he  middle  men.  |ike  hitns^If,  in  *iv1iS6H 
those 'wito  wislied  to  keep  atoor  from  all  extrtmej  "^thi 
mm  to  be  trodden  umler  foot.  Ii«  vas  an  adVodnfe  fl*itf 
nioderetion,  to  which  this  petition  frfUl  no  mdre^regnt^ 
tban  it  was  likely  to  meet  with  in  ilie  scene  of  tdmalt  hir 
kad  allnded  to.  It  eould  not  be  Supposed  thatiti^W^ 
Tote  lie  meant  to  pronounce  upon  this  svhj(^et,  be  was  W 
^iiencM  by  the  consideration  tfast  the  Chancellor  oF^ti^ 
Exchequer  took  the  same  couree. '  His  Vote  wasfKe  ic^ 
shit  of  a  thorough  conviction;  wMch  he  rather  believ^ 
would  very  seldom  iM'iine  to  vote  With  ihatf  rigiit  fioi 
nourable  gentleman.  Passing  fromi#ts  tbpic,  the  hotiouti^ 
able  member  adverted  to  tt^observatf on  of  an  fionotimbUs^ 

Sentlemati  (Mn  Wairdle),  wffh  r«g*hlfo  the  condildt  bC 
is  side  of  the  bouse  upio^  the  bOnrmitlal  ofSir  FraAd^ 
Burdctt.  How  that  side  of  the  botise  coukl  have  exu1t(^d^' 
in  the  committal  of  the  libnoutiible  barohcf,  whfle  rio  li^^ 
tlian  159  of  that  Bide  t^ted' against  it,  uas  a  species  of 

Cradox  which  be  cdife^s^d  be  was'  uhable  to  compV:e« 
nd.  That  the  houseliald  lost  much  of  its  wci^t  and  trJ 
apectabtlity  in  tbe  public  estimation,  and  tnrobgh  itli' 
mfh  conduct,  tbe  honourable -member  concefvod  it  abstlrd* 
to  deny:  But  stt|l  be  must  be  excused,  tf  helhoog^t' 
ihat  it  should  not  giye  np  any  part  of  the  weight  and  re* 
q>ectatyility  it  fetained;*  That  it  shouTd  tenactou$hr  main*' 
t^ln  iU  privileges*  Ahhobgh  he  was  sUlisfied  ;^at  tbaC 
Mouse  reqnited  refortn^-*althofigh  be  fcH  that  that  ref^rifl' 
liitist,  i^nd  he  hoped' wonid  ere  long;  life  rlihiik.  yai'W 
should  be  n^eollected;  that  if  any  of  Its  privileges  ^eri^ 
lAmioift,  it  might  be  tMid  extreni«ly  ^ciA^to  Idfeafi^ 
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(hem»  even  aOci;  jthe  ^'cform  wa»  accomiUubfd*  TJiqh^. 
fi>re  tlie  bouse  sliwld  aot^  because  it  haM  Gamiiiiitcd  msanf 
Reaches  of  duly^  be  guilty  of  a  st^l  fartUor  l^ceacli  by 
(.Qrrendering  its  privileges,  bj  neglecting  to  transmit  thoMO 
privileges  to  their  succe^or^,  for  the  beneiit  of  lt)c  peo- 

Sle,  to  whom  and  for  wbom  they  were  ncae:i»aryy  a& 
.  ley  vrould  be  fouud^  particularly  in  the  event  of  r^^ibrm^ 
r or  this  reform  he  anxiously  looked.  lie  had  b^eeii  a  pe* 
iitionery.iii  fact^  Xq  thal.bausey  apd  he  ^^oiild  petition  (ni 
h  agfiin  and  again  if  necessary.  .He  would  o(  course  be 
I'appy  to  encourage  all  those  wbo  professed  to  support 
ttiat  desirably  measure  in.  any  applicatiou  they  tbougii^ 
,  proper  to  make  to  that  house  in  i(^  favotir,  provide  »u9li  * 
^piicat^on  was  touched  in  decorous  and  proppr  terin&» 
Sut  the  petition  ififasnot  of  that  character,  anil  ll)ctrefom 
lie  could  not  defend  it,  This  petiiion,  however^  ^d  ail 
ffie  other  prpqeeding?  which  he  in  common  with  all  re* 
fleeting  men  lamented,,  was  to  be  traax)  to  that  unforlu« 
Date  vote  (ibr  llic.  commiltui  of  Sir  Francis  Burdctt)^ 
nibich  he  had  endeavoured  to  prevent^  and  which  btf 
never  could  ceaae  to  deplore.  Whatever  indeed  might 
be  the  termination  of  this  controversy,  he  must  alwajr$  re^t 
grct  that  vote  for  the  consequences  which  it  had.alr^a^jr 
produced.  But  this  wa^  not  the  only  subject  of  his  re« 
gret.  He  could  not  help  thinking,  thatif  any  oCtjie  se«. 
Teral  propositions  ibr  reform. submitted  to  that  hou^  h«4 
been  adopted^  the  cliaracii^r  of  t^e  house  would  have 
been  more  respected  through  liie  conntry.  The«body  of* 
{he  people,  would  have  reverenced  its  priiceedings,  would 
liave  regarded  ii  as  their  real  representation,  as  the  guar«« 
dian  of  their  rightF,  and  thcrefon^  would  have  come  for^* 
^ard  to  support  it  in  the  assertion  of  its  privileges,  fiu^ 
£ow  different  were  (he  circumstances  at  present)  owiiig; 
to  the  state  and  conduct  ^of  that  house*  He  was  aware 
Ihat  in  the  language  he  held  on  this  occasion  he  was 
likely  to  offend  &>th  parties;  but  no  consideration  what* 
ever,  much  less  the  fear  of  giving  offence,  should  eveir 
prevent  him  from  performing  his  duty. 

Mr.  M.  Fitzgerald  (of  Kerry)  thought  it  the  duty  of 
i|ie  people  in  tneir  communications  to  that  house  to  ex- 
press their  opinions  freely,  and  the  duty  of  thai  house  ta 
If  ceiye  auch  commnnicaUous.  if  a  petition  were  to  bo 
rejected,  merely  upon  the  ground  that  it  contaiued  pi^ 
fensire  language^  tjiat  it  was  exceptionable  in  its  terms^ 


in  tlie  opinion  of  Ihe  adminktniiioh  of  the  day,  "^Ailc^ 
wm  getwrallj  interested  in  opporin^' repress,  Wliar  dan«^ 
icefotis  tm)iT(^sion  was  it-4ikeljr  to  make  upon  the  mind  of 
the  cbtintrj^  t  Would  it  not  indeed  fierve  ta  indtice  ait 
nppiehenstony  that  tlie  exercise  of  the  right  of  petit 
lion  was  become  comparatiyclj  nugatorj,  de))endin^  alto^ 
frether  upon  thenviil  of  the  minister?'  He  concnrren  wtfH 
the  last  speaker  in  himenting*  the  cause  of  all  this  dlsciist 
-ftion.  He  lamented  the  iinwiKe  policy  of  comftiittini; 
'  Jones ;  and  the  more  so  as  he  was  of  opinion  at  the  tim^ 
und  vemainod  so  stiil,  that  that  house  had  not  ih^  fijgh% 
of  committal  fora  libel,  eiiher  from  law,  const ittrtion,  6t 

Kractfce.  He  was  also  persuaded,  iVfit  the  hoitse  would 
a ve  better  <»>nsiiJted  its  dignity  by  decUninjS^  to  noticft 
the  oase  of  Jones ;  and  hk  «4i8  equally  persaaded  th&ri| 
.woald  better  oommfit  not  only  its  dignii^,  *bu(  it^'dutjf 
4ind  interest,  in  tfarowing^no  ihi]3ediiiM;nt  whuterer  la  tfi^ 
way  of  petitions  "or  cnciTisdg  froin  l4ie  people  who  *ptiid 
the  taxes,  who  paid,  the  army  and  'nnry,  whoidppoifed 
the  expense  of  the  state;  When  he*  S|>oke  of  ihe  pcoptei 
lie  meant  of  course  those  who  were  entitled  to  attention^ 
4he  teflecting  part  of  the  eommunity,  who  were  capable 
of  formiag  a  just  judgment  upon  the  conduct  of  their  rel 

Bresontattves.  To  sachm^it)  to  his  constrtoent^  Sir  Ft 
urdett  addressed  his  fetter,  as. he  was  justified  irFdoWi 
He  was  among  those  who'thought  so;  and  of  course  oft 
eoold  not  trondi^n-Hie  petition  under tcoi»tderatk>n,  aU 
though  he  must  oonfcbs  that*  Hedid  notlikethe  term^  (i| 
^htcb  it  was'drwwn  tip*  Tind  however  was  not  t 
grotiiul  upon  \vhieh  he'«anld  'leel  irtmself  justified  in  r«f^ 
jeeting  that  or  any  other  petition*  If  siich  a  grourtd: 
indeed,  nere  admitted,  to  what  would  it  lead  }  The  mi^ 
nisteror  hib  agents  roost  in  future'be  consulted  upon  everjt 
petition,  upon  the  distinct  form  of  words,  before  it  ^^aa 
presented  ia  that  house ;  and  if  it  complained  of  any 
grieyanee,  or  used  any  expression .  offenslTe  to  the-  mU 
Ulster,  it  would  be  rejected.  In  whatcascr,  he  wottld'askt 
of  a  public  nature  could  a  petition -be  imagined,  wliicir 
would  not  he' rejected  if  such  a<  ground  of  objection  wa4 
estabKsbed  ?  He  called  upon  tlie  house  to  reflect  seili 
dusly  upon  this  ]k)int,  andhe  would  wlso'^all  upon  ait 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  bwer  bench  (Mr;  Wardle)! 
to  reflect  a  Tittle  upon*  his*  ayaertioit,'  <hat  ail  thegenth^ 
^lieu  on  his  side  of  the  bou^c  hailed  the  couiteittui  o(i^ 
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"^iFfancw  BoideU:    Was  it  possible  that  tl|e  b^^^iiMie 
tpmtitmM  ctPM^  «flef  ttfiy  rmeetion^  fiet  iiiimelC  watrfaiht- 
tdinmioll  aa  aflMrtimi?    He  was  really  ftt  a  lo^  tp4i- 
lipiaa  ibe  omse  of  the  lioiHmmbfe  gentfcmaQ^s  objcctidii 
iottbal'iiide  M'Ube  boose,  as  sevaral  gentlemen  onljiiit 
Mdt  had  on  many  occasions  giVen  Ibe  faonoorable  genCl(f- 
^antltf'noBt  actite. support  bad  indeed  genemlljr  ^c^* 
md  with  hiniy  and  duticulariy on  the  rery  oceasion  wheis 
«ccoidiiig  1o  the  iMNioirrabie  gentleman  s  wonls,  they  ei> 
lilta^  in  the  fiiUaie  of  their  own  efibrts.     Did  the  boDOiir<- 
#bifl  gsatlmiiiti  obgeet  to  the  side  of  the  boose  on  wbicli 
4hose  gcntleimvi  bA^  or  was  it  his  desire  to  send  them  fo 
f^  othej  side?    What  was  the  bononrable  geiitleroan*a 
Wsbi  he  acaHjr  ooold  -not  oonjectnre,   for  if  it  was  to 
be  iifferred  fiMi  the^  eensove  hie  bad  referred  to^  be  did 
Ml  tbioic  it. had  any  foundation  in  reason  or  jtastioe, 
AonDrtSDg.t^  thNr  notion  before  the  liouse,  the  riebt  bow 
ooqialile  geotleman  said  that  he  ooold  not  help  thinkio]^ 
that'  miaiiton  iMd-  on  this  oecaaion,  and  on  same  recent 
fcvaiis>  bettayvd  their  disposition  to  undemiine  the  right 
ff  petilioniag,  bjdanaping  the  spirit  of  the  people-<-4>3r 
smcUing'  tl^  exmeasioft  dT  their  ojrtnion.     W  ben  it  w4i 
IBtoUected  that  these  ifere  the  ministers  who  actually  in«« 
folted  tlie  oity  of  Lohdoa  upon  its  petitioning,  witti  re* 
f»ld:io  the  dismetfol  oonyeMtdn  of  Ciotra,  who  friilAl 
mih^  petifioa  mas  tho  #hitie  respectable  bod j  upon  tbo, 
Mbjoct  of  Ae  Wafchtfon  tepeditfoo,  bo  could  hardly 
Mik  that  a  doubt  ttialA  remab  as  to  the  disposition  of 
iii^  ministers  us  to  thMrhoatilftjrto  the  right  of  peti*: 
lifMog*    WMi  WtMtA  to  the  ahum  trhieh  some  jgentle^ . 
laeo  psofesscd  to  '£A'  oodor  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  ooontty,  il  was*  pteft j  obyious  that  there  was  no. 
frottod  .for  alarm  as  to  a«ty*  change  in  that  lioose  front 
popular  enerqaohnienL    No,  indeed,  there  was.nothinjg; 
of  demacmcy  odiiiiitsd  iu  its  character'  to  induce  any, 
ancb  calcalaticn.    If  tbeseweiQ  any  change  to  be  n\u 
Mshendedfrom  foreiga  influetioe,  it  ceitainiy  was  not  to 
b^lopl(fSd  for.  fram  popular  interposition^    That  interpo* . 
atticss  tod  unfoitdnateiy  hut  too  iittto  weight  in  thatasi» 
afflsWjTr  .  It  could  of  couTK  but  ill  accord  wtth^the  pttb<< 
Uo  fttOiag  to  see  it  diminished,  to  haye  it  ab8ohil(;|y 
lighted,  or  erta  apunod  it«    It  was  suretjr  a  sit€kient. 

Snishmont  for  the  people  to  decline  complying  with^ 
IT  J9squttl|  without  the  oggmyation  of  refosiog  eyen  to 


f 
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'listen  to  tliat  request ;  wWe^  a$  inthui  cci$e|  fhey  mvre^ 
Required  of  Uie  houa^  to' rc-cQD.sicler  is  prooeeclinm. 
This  petition  merelj  called,  upon  the  house  to  do  that 
>ll!ch,  with  regard  to  Wilkes,  it  had  ahpeady  done.  The 
'tight  honourable^  {gentleman  concluded  with  exhorting  tbe  . 
bouse  to  consult  its  true  dignity  nnd  daty  by  receiving 
iht  p.eiition,  and  to  guard  against  the  discontents  dod 
just  murmuring  which  must  follow  from  its  rejection* 
. '  Mr.  Barham  stated,  that  it  was  his  wish  to  accompany 
the  rejection  of  the  petition  with  a  resolution. dcclaiw- 
fpry  of  the  reasons  which  induced  its  rejection ;  and  thM 

feinting  out  to  the  petitioners  the  propriety  of.aToidin^ 
ny  dictatorial  strain,  and  the  way  in  which  they  ought 
to  procce.l  in  their  applications  to  that  house* 

Mr.  ffilberforce  said,,  that  there  was  no  person  more 
dispro.<)C(l/(h<in  himself  to  treat  with  fgUremb  tenderness  tbe 
ri^^ht  of  petitioning*    He  should  be  ^?ery  unwilling  to 
reject  any  pclition  merely  from  an  jnadyettent  expT^lioil 
which  might  appear  disrespectful;  batlfhen  be  considered 
(he  entire  language  of  this  petition,  hefett  himself,  iindet 
alT  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  compelled  .to*, reject  iU 
If  they  did  not  reject  the  present  petition^  he  did  not  soa 
how  they  cop  Id  in  tuturereje^tany  p^itionronthe  groundjaf 
its  being  couched  in  disrespectfuj  afidoflfenstve  languaVr^ 
the  shades  of, what  was  offcfisive  in  ^xpresaion  were  ln«i 
finitely  Taried ;,  bot  it  didj^ppecur'  (o  bin»  diat^  in  tbo 
present  petition,  theobjectpAherpetitionerswas  patposely 
slated  in  most  offensive  language^    The  petitionsre  migM 
have  cofne  forward  and  stat^o^  everv  .thing  whicl|  ihtf^ 
tjiouglit  proper  to  state  in  langaaga  i^oich  would  nat  faaireF. 
been  offensive  or  insulting  to  the  fa^use*    There  waa  tbik 
'difference'between  the  Middlesex  petition  and  the  pet^ 
tioQ  of  Westminster,  which  had  been  received:  Tbe  mid« 
dtesex  petitioners  stated  broadly  and  directly  that  iha- 
house  or  cpmmons  acted  contrary  io  the  law ;  and  in  tht* 
manner  of  expressing  it  appeared  as  if  the  law  was  so  efear 
and  undeniable,  that  no  oni^  could  have  misunderstood  itf 
but  that  in  actinj^  again$t  the  law  they  bad  acted  againit^ 
their  own  conviction.  Now  the  petition  from  WestminMiT'' 
-not go  that  length;    ft  slated>  that'^Mn  oar  ofpktuipf^ 
and  ^^  we  are  convinced,''  and  in  qualified  ezpres^obSodf 
that  nature,  thqt  the  law  had  bejltu  yiolatU ;  but  ttdid  not: 
9i^o  it  positively,  as  tlie  Middlesex  (lelition  ^^  ^  Jtirag^ 
-true  that  the  Middlesex  petition  ended  in  the  technical 
Yoh.  II.— 1810.  4F 
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in  inner  \\tlli  a  prater,  uiiich  the  Wcslmfiistcr  Ix'tittori 
(U.i  I  o'  ;  out  he  \\ouId  consider  in ucli  more  ihc  general 
spirit  of  the  pethioni  and  whctlicr  it  >vas  meant  to  be  in- 
:^ulli'';j:  uv  iiol,  tlian  he  would. (he  mere  technical  form. 
And  jct  the  ri^jht  honourable geutl^nian  (Mr.  Filzi;vrald) 
"\\hoi.o\v.''0  strenuously  supported  the  present  (xtilion, 
ihoiij::ht,  on  the  quct^tlon  ot  theAVchtminslcr  petition*  (hat 
it  wa^  iv  point  extremely  doubt Tu I,  and  (hat  the  scalq 
t)arily.|ncponderated  in  favour  of  its  reception.  Astlui 
I:ad  brrn  Jiis  opinion  on  that  occasion,  he*  did  not  see  ho^V 
he  could  now  fairly  charge  l»is  majesty's  n)inisters  \*illi 
wiiliing  to  destroy  the  riglit  of  pctilioning,  when  they  had 
contcntCi!  to  receive  the  NVest minster  peliiion,  whicli  Mas 
couched  in  such  hmrjuage  as  to  have  niade  tlie  right  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  Iiimself  doubt  whether  it  ought  to  be 
received  or  not.  lie  felt  himself  obliged  to  vote  for  ilie 
rejection  of  this  petition  ;  and  he  did  so  with  (he  less  rn- 
luctance^ns  there  was  nothing  in  it  whicli  might  not  ;il  a 
future  lime  be  stated  to  the  house  in  plain  unobjcciiomible 
terms. 

Mr.  ElUsnn  said,  that  if  he  really  conceived  that  the 
Jjouc  was  held  in  such  contempt  by  the  country  as  \i  was 
oifi'^  .skited  to  be,  he  should  feel  ashamed  to  sit  (here; 
but  he  was  convinced  that  there  was  no  foundation  for  the 
h*atv:tieut.  ( So^  cuiahdj/  nofj  Aom  the  ministerial 
b"ncheO.  To  wliom  were  the  coufitry  to  look  for  anjr 
important  advantages  :  Was  it  to  (lie  honourable  baro- 
net \n!i.)  was  in  the  Tower,  or  any  of  his  partizans  1  It  ap» 
peired  to  him. that  a  party  had  sprung  up  in(hccoun(ry, 
^vhich  It  was  th'»  dutv  ol  tiiat  house  to  crush.  lie  ob* 
jected  to  the  j'KMition,  as  being  in  many  parts  faUe.  It 
was  not  in  the  execjition  of  tlie  Speaker's  warrant  that 
in!j(»rent  l;1ood  had  been  sjyilt  j  but  the  loss  of  some  lives 
j>rc(  eod'.'d  alfo;!:etlier  from  the  necessity  of  preserving  the 
publfc  peace,  aad  the  impossibility  df  the  military  bcariog 
any  longer  the  rnanyin(lignitics  and  altackstlujy  had  been 
exposed  to.  The  mob  on  the  late, occasion  were,  in  some 
rvpecls,  more  dangerous  tlian  that  which  assembled  in  the 
tin.c  of  Lord  George  Gordon.  The'niob  of  Lord  George 
Gordon  !)ad  not  come,  as  the  late  mob  had  done,  witli 
pistoh  in  their  pockets,  and  did  not,  IIU:  ihcm,  fire,  upon 
{he  militarj'.  Fnder  'the  recent  circumstances  (he^ con- 
duct of  {he  militj»ry  was  most  exemplary,  lie  sliouhl 
vole  for  rejecting  the  pctifip'T,  as  being  untbunded  in  truths 
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-  Mr.  Morm  dul  no^  perceive  any  thing  in  the  prc>ont. 
petilion  which  was  so  very  offensive  as  that  t'le  honse 
sfiould  refuse  to  receive  it.     The  debate  appeared  \o  have 
taken   a  very   different    turn    from    what  it  had   taken 
tlie   j)reccding  tiisjht.     On  the  Inst  night  the  objection 
seemed  to  he  merely  that  the  power  of  the  comrnilmcnt  vva<? 
denied  ;  l>ut  on  the  present  occasion  th6   olijectioii  was 
generally  tliat  the  langunge  of  the  petition  was  offensive, 
rfedid  not  tliink  that  asserting  that  the  house  had  acted 
contrary  to  law  in  a  htc  instance,  was  denyitig  thai  they 
had  a  right  of  committing.     Tiiey  might  have  that  right 
on  other  occasions,  frofii  the  necessity  of  the  c:ise,  nnd  yet 
it  miglit  happen  that  they  had  it  not  in  the  case  of  a  libel," 
which  was  an  olfence  that  might  be  pnnislied  in  the  (Tuc 
course  of  law.     The  people  might  well  doubt  tliat  they 
.  had  such  a  right ;  and  if  it  should  turn  out  that  they  hai!" 
it  not,  then  it  must  he  allowed  that  they  had  done  aa  Ille-*  ^ 
^al   act.     It  was  said  by  one  of  his  majesty's  minisletsj 
tnat'thc  house  mu>t  now  make  a  stand,  or  that  their  table^' 
would  be  covered  with  similar  petitions.     This  howev(?r' 
was  not  his  opinion  ;  nor  did  he  expect  tint  many  other 
counties  woijld  petition  on  ihissubjcctj  whatever  mi ^jht  be 
the  fate  of  llie  petition  for  Middlesex.     lie  thougnt  the 
h'cnisc  woidd  in  no  degree  relieve  itself  from  hearing  peti-    ' 
tions  similar  in  substance  by  rejecting  the  present  pcti!*oh. 
()n  the  contrary,  the  rejection  of  it  would  "naturally  pro- 
duce another  county  meeting  and  another  pciition.  This, 
however,  sliould  be  no   consideration,  if  the  privileges  of 
the  house  were  seno!i5'ly  nttacked  ;  but  if  they  w'ere  not 
seriously  attacked,  Tt  wcuM  be  worth  considering  wliether 
sttiy  real  advantage  would  be  obtained  by  rejecting  tlic 
;  pctitfon. 

Cohncl  IVood  Mi  himselF  under  the  neccssitv  of  reioct- 
ing  the  petition  om  account  of  the  disrespectful  and  of- 
fensive terms  in  whicli  it  was  couched,  If(^  })i'rli'cf!y 
agreed  with  the  honourable  geiiilcman  who  ^po!:o  hM  jn 
one  re.jx'ct,  in  thinking  tliat  wlntt^ver  rniglit  be  tln^  fafo 
of  ihe  present  petition  there  was  no  probability  of  majjy 
similar  pi'liiions  beiuir  presented  from  other  counlies,  Ifc* 
was  convinced  that  tliis  petition  was  by  no  meaiKs  what  it 
professed  to  be,  a  jx^lilion  from  the  freehoUIers  of  Middle- 
sex in  full  county  assembled.  lie  was  C(»nvince(l  that  not 
one-third  of  the  persons  who  attended  that  meeting  were 
/reeholdqrs.     He  himself  was  a  freeholder  of  Middlesex, 


li;i(Mf«Mift4iay  framthf  moMiag  ftr  the  |a«Ml  f6UohMtii«i 
ipny  other,fimfaolden  did)  upon  the  ^certain  ti^tifPiM^ 
tbftt  4b w  €MHild  not  obtais  a  faiv  hearing,  fttid  t6at*^alij^ 
kiln^iitda  of  pe nons  ^ottid  cowmi  fo  tha<  nleettog;  Abm  <li«f 
paeiropolis  i^lio  utere  neil  fireebokleffft,  but  tirho  'wei^  de^ 
(mnniied  to  drown  by  fioiae  Md  afairm  the  expicssfon  of 
tny  semiments  but  wb«t  thej  came  to  eapporl.  He  wan 
sore  that  the  real  f reebotders  of  Middlesex  wooM  conskleir 
theaaaelvea  disgraced  by  such  a  petition  ;  and  that  if  Iha 
eountj  were  to  be  polled,  nine  frcchcJdera  out  of  ten 
voukf  Vote  against  ic.  He  therefore,  in  the  name  of  the 
fnseholders  of  Middlesex,  protested  against  this  petilioiii 
as  aotconfaifiing  their  sentiments. 
'r  Jbordairthibald  Hcmilton  did  not  think  the  langmge  of 
Ibe  pctiiioii  so  disiarspoctful  as  to  make  it  necessary  foriha 
Jlonse  tu  reject  it.  He  had  himself  stood  up  for  the  fight 
pf  conMrittment,bat  he  thought  it  perfectly  fair  and  IbU 
kiwable  for  any  petitioner  to  deny  the  right*  The  Word 
f  protest*  had  been  objected  to  as  offensive  to  the  dignity 
pi'  that  bouse  ;  hot  he  did  not  perceive  any  thing  in  that 
^opd  more  than  a  solemn  denial  of  the  right,  the  exercise 
pf  which  they  complained  of.  It  iippc'ared  to  him  that 
Ikkere  were  other  p^ats  in  the  petition  wbich  were  more 
offensive,  yet  of  ubicb  no  notice  had  been  taken.  He  did 
tint  like  tobeer  it  asserted  that  all  pubKe  men  werecorr^pt^ 
atKl  that  they  were  bought  and  sold.  The  Mtddlese^r 
petittion  Feeracd  to  have  inlroduced  that  doctrine  -  rather 
nnneceKsarily  upon  the  presetit  occasion* -  The  petti ioneri 
dwelt  poinletlly  on  the'sale  of  seatsin  that  boose,  and  on 
theccyrjupt  stn^e  of  the  re|iresentation4  This  topic,  in* 
tnoiduced,  as  he  thought  annecessarily,  appeared  to  him* 
more  disrcfipectful  td  t^he  hbusc^  and  conveying  more 
ptfencelhan  the  me  of  tbe  word  protest,  which  had  been^ 
so  much  dwelt  on«  Novertheieas,  those  parts  r^f  the  petir 
tion  which  appeared  to  convey  the  greatest  offence  wetw 
passed  over  without  any  nbiicrvation,  while  othersof  much 
less  moment  were  urgixi  as  it  ground  for  rejcc  tng  tbe  peti- 
tion. Ho  did  not  approve  of  tbe  language  of  tbe  petition, 
but  be  Qoold  not  bring  himself  to,  reject  it* 
•  Mr*  Stephen  had  voted  on  the  night  before  for  an  adr 
jMvnme nt  of  this  question,  in  order  to  give  gentlemen^ 
piifHirt  unity  of  comparing  the  difftTent  parts  of  the  peti- 
jtjOB^aud  coming  to.a  deliberate  decision  tipon  tlielr  teti- 
^  ifijTK  By.this  djduy  tiiey  were  enffbled  to  judge  wbethef 


|bi$  f^im  WW; PW*«»A  for  4h«  yiiirpdse  of-  claii^  aMyi 

j^tfAi  i9Mgt»t  Ijk^  ffitf  ly  Mn«ickred.  as  a  gtfievame^  or  whetlwv 

U^af  iMended  ^  a  studied. iosoU. oh  the iiout8«-<-8ft  matf 

ii^|i(  tomalceititlieiiirtranimt  6f  its  own  dishoaum*,  thd 

roeocd .of  its  own.  f eproacb;   With  respect  to  the  qaestkm/ 

Vfjb^tiier  tbM  house  'ivas  bouiul  (o  re^ceive  every  petkioni 

Ibowev^r  coucbed9  which  came  before  it,  there  was  hot 

^e  opkikm,  with  ibe  sole  exception  of  a  ri^rht  honotirabte 

genflemaa  opposite.    There  was  no  doutrt  the  rig^  of 

p^iSioning  was  vested  in  the  people,  but  there  was  as  lit tia 

doubt  that  tile  right. of  rejecting  such  ^petition  was  vestCLil 

in  the  house,  pjovided  it  wa9  convcj^ed  in  indeeent  or  ioi 

suiting  terms.     The  people  bad  an  equal  right  io  petitiofi 

'  tba  kinip ;  but  surely  no  one  couki\  contend  that  ihetr 

address  ought  to  be  received,  if  it  was  not  drawn  up  ia  thA 

most  r^pectful  manner.   The  statute  of  Charles  li.  whicA 

gave  ihe  right  to  petition,  declared  ako  that  tbat  right 

ought  to  be  properly  regulated.     With  respect  to  tht 

present  petition^  be  was  afraid  the  delay  which  had  taked 

place  had  not  been  employed  as  it  might  in  iti  matut^ 

consideration.    He  was  led  to  this  opinion  from  the  asseiK 

tioQ  of  ait  hoaoufable  member  i)pposite,  who  said  be  did 

not  think  the  petition  denied  the  power  of  the  house  id 

commit,  and  tnat  if  he  thought  it  did,  he  would  rote  ftv 

its  rejection.    Now,{in  neither  part  of  this  sentiment  coultt 

^e  agree.    If  the  people^ saw  any  objectionable  power 

assumed  by  that  bouse,  or  aay  bbnoxioas  measure  pass  it^ 

tbey  had  an  undeniable  right  to  petition  against  such  not 

pr  such  assumption)  i^ith  this  restriotton  only,  thattlfey 

did  it  in  respectful  terms.     The  present  petition  however 

did  distinctly,  declare^  that  in  jcoinmittfng  the  bouse  hud 

luurpeda  power  ^  unkoown  to  the  law,  a^d  not  warranted 

by  the  constitution/'    Thi;  was  surdy  a  denial  Of  the 

power  assumed  by  the  house.    But  lest^here  shoald  be 

any  doubt,  the  petition  went  farther,  and  not  only  rcpro* 

bated  the  principle,  but  protested  against  the  praotieei 

'  Their  proiest  too  had  every  form  of  a  protest ;  and  they 

imiualiy  declared  that  they  presented  it  in  order  that  it 

might  be  ehtercd  onthejoiunals,  asthe  letter  of  SirFranoi^ 

JBurdett  was  not  so  entered,  although  the  vote  of  the  house 

which  commi tied  him  was.    Now  that  hotter  bad  htvn  d«(- 

/elared  by  the  house  a  flagrant  Wolation  of  iiti»  priirf  l(*ges  { 

and  if  alter  such  dedarationsy.oountcrapprobatiou  of  that 

fitter  presented  to  the  hoi|ae  was  not  to  be  Cdn^ectd  a|i 


5P0  THE  PintlAMEXTAttY  JtEGISTEK.  [COV. 

in^nU,  it  was  hard  (o  say  how  far  they  might  be  Carried. 
bv  t^cir  fori)car:i.nce.  Some  gchtlerpea  opposite  liad  de^. 
clarrd  that  (hey  conmicd  themselves  exonerated  from  a!l 
l}!r»mc  orresponsihility  on  this  subject,  as  it  was  ihc  con- 
(iwci  of  ministers,  tim\  ministers  alone,  ^^hich  bad  excited 
tfjo.c  petitions.  .  This  was  not  true;  all  parties  in  tlio 
fiouseiKuf  npfroed  as  to  the  libellous  doctrines  of  the  letfer 
vln'ch  had  caused  the  committal  of  Sir  F.  Burdett,  and  it 
Mas  in  consequence  of  that  committal  that  the  petitions 
had  been  presented.  He  warned  public  men  how  they 
Tiow  soufi^ht  individual  exoneration,  or  stood  aloof  in  the 
inoment  of  such  an  attack  ;  it  was  indeed  a  regular  syste- 
matic attack — the  rc>ult  of  a  system  deeply  considered,- 
dangerously  organized,  and  sought  by  every  means  to  be 
widely  diffused  among  the  people.;  a  system  which,  by 
affecting  an  hypocritical  respect  for  the  sovereign,  went 
clireclly  to  undermine  the  house  of  commons.  It  was  the 
traitorous  attempts  of  the  last^  fifteen  years  now  skulking 
under  a  new  shape,  and  assuming  a  inost  dangerous  and 
deadly  form.  There  was  no  country  which  coyild  be  said 
(o  be  safe  where  the  legiblatnvc  power  was  attacked  with 
impunity,  and  darinj^ly  branded  in  such  bas(?  and  profli- 
gate terms.  At  any  time  this  would  be  nw)st  dangerous, 
but  at  the  present  time  the  peril  was  doubly  hazardous  ;  a 
time  when  we  were  emjafjcd  in  a  most  momentous  and 
|.rotracted  war,  and  necesi,arily  obliged  to.incur  the  most 
aggravated  burthens*  From  such  attempts  no  side  of  the 
house  was  safe — n6  men  in  the  country  secure.  They 
menaced  not  party,  but  parliament — not  ministers,  but  thn 
constitution— not  any  certain  set  of  men,  but  all  the  in- 
cstimiiblc  blessings  which  timO}  and  toil,  and  struggles, 
had  secured  to  the  coiintry.  The  question  now  was, 
whether  the  house  would  lend  itself  to  such  attempts  ; 
whether  they  \>ould  become  the  servile  ministers  of  their 
own  dishonour  ?  The  petition  had  notx)nly  assailed  their  • 
practice,  but  their  very  motives,  and  asserted  the  ''  suspi^^ 
cion  and  jealousy  with  which  they  viewed  the  imprison- 
ment of  Sir  F.  Burdett  at  a  time  when  they  expected  so 
much  from  his  efforts  in  the  cause  of  reform."  If  they 
how  submitted  to  such  language,  they  would  infallibly 
encourage  the  spirit  to  which  he  had  before  alluded.  The 
experiment  of  conciliation  had  been  tried  and  failed.  They 
had  been  persuaded  to  receive  thq  Westminster  petition, 
on  the  ground  that  such  apparent  tolerance  in  thai  house 
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must  (end  (o  quiet  the  people,  by  shewing  llicm  that  tbeic 
interests  and  representations  y^cYQ  atlenddd  to.  *  Wliat  liaxl 
been  the  .consequence  ?  Why  the  present  pefition,  s<[li 
more  stroiifjly  worded,  immediately  followed.  If  the  lious^ 
now  subiiiitted,  it  would  be  termed  not  conciliating  biU. 
pusillanimous.  They  were  reproached  with  requiring  aij 
army  to  enforce  their  orders.  Concession  now.  wpukl  be 
only  considered  as  an  additional  proof  of  their  wcatoess-r 
another  arsrument  of  their  timidity.  '  .^ 

Mr.  Ponsonby  said,  in  explanation,  that  he  could   not 
take  upon  himself  to  jud«:e  in  what  degree  the  honourable 
gentleman   enj  jyed  the  faculty  of  hearing  ;  but  he  could 
, n;)t  lliink  i\\\t  G:mtlcman   possessed  the  faculty  in  perr 
feclion.   if  he  atlributed  to  him  words  which  had  never 
escaped  him,      lie  had  never  said  or  implied  that  that 
house  was  bound  (o  receive  any  petition,   however  ofieh^ 
sivcly  worded.      He  had  said  that  i,t  was  the  practice  ot* 
the  liousc   to   receive   petitions,   though  they   might,  be 
thought  to  be  somewhat  obj6ciionabIe  in  the  use  ofcqrtain 
expressions,  and  he  novv  said,  that  those  who  iraaginea 
thi're  was  a  studied  offence  in  that  or  any  other  peUtioii 
offered  to  their  notice,  were  bound  as  men  of  sense  and 
men  of  spirit  to  vote  against,  the  admission  of  sOch  pcti^ 
tions. 

Mr.  3Idnis  in  explanation,  observed,  tliat  tlicrc  was 
nothing  in  the  petition  that  warranted  the  house  iii  b(v 
lieving  that  the  petilioners  denieil  their  right  to  bomrrii^ 
in  cases  of  contempt.  It  certainly  questioned  their  ri^ht 
lo  commit  in  cases  of  libel. 

3rr.   Bj/np;  said,  that  having  spoken  before  upon  the 

present  question,  he  rose  then  merely  to  observe  upon  an 

expression  which  had  fallen  from  an  honourable  gentle^ 

man  who  had  arraigned  the  respectability  of  thp  meeting 

at  Hackney.      That  gentleman  was  not  present  at  that 

meeting;  he  (Mr.  Byng)  was  ;  and  he  felt  no  hesitatioa 

in  saying,  that  it  Was  one  of  the  tnost  numcroiis  and  re* 

spectable  moi?tings  of  freeholdeirs  he  had  ever  witnessed. 

lit!   added   too,  that  nine  tenths  of  that  meeting  did  not 

think  that  house  had  the  right  of  tommitmcnt  in  cases  ot^ 

libel.     He  joined  with  them  in  that  opinion.  (So;/?^  mur" 

miirs.)    He  repeated  that  soch  was  his  opinion  ;   (hcar^ 

-    hear!)  and  that  if  the.  house  had  such  a  power,  he  thongh% 

ar^d  80  did  his  constituents,  that  they  ought  not  to  have 

it.    The  case  of  liber  was  not  a  case  of  necessfty,  and  the 


n^cmttr  Misifig^  90  should  the  eaamiie  ofA^pAyik^ 

^^QiondWdod  deoied  Hi  t  he  bad,  said  thut  the  mMkifr^ 
Wfn^  iK>i  raipectable.  What  .he  bad  said,  was,  thai  thr< 
fO^ijpinXy  af  the  persons  (here  assembled  wefe  not  freeboM^  . 
fm^ihear!)  and  be  believed  that  if  the  honourable  menbeir  - 
(Mr-  By n^)  had  no  moie  Toles  than  were  then  pfeamt 
f  here  tbs  hooourable  geolleroan  was  iaterrupted  hj  a  cry 
vof  spoke!  tpoke!  wherl  he  sat  down«] 

Jtfr*  Mtllkhy  in  a  tone  of  Toice  Bcarcely  andible  in  the 
eallerj,  stated,  that  be  hod  attended  the  last  meeting  at  ' 
Hackney,  and  that  he  bad  there  abated,  (hat  as  he  looked 
Upon  tbem.asa  meeting  legally  conyened  by  the  sheriAy  • 
he  should  obey  their  oirections)  by  presentinj^  their  peCi«  • 
tion.to  that  house ;  that  at  the  same  time  he  dul  not  thirik 
he  was  bootid  to  compromise  his  opinions  as  aa  indepoid* 
ent  member  of  parliament,^  or  to  concede  them  tti  aa  on* 
qualified  way  to  the  opinions  of  others,  however  he  migbt 
be  diqiosed  to  respect  them.  {Hear^  hear!)   His  honour* 
able  colleague  had  said  that  nine-tenths  of  that  meeting  ' 
were  freeholders.    He  cpvld  asstfie  him  of  bis  coi#viciion 
at  least,  that,  the  majiurity  of  that  meeting  were  hot  free- 
holders.    When  he  spoke  of  preasntiM'  their  petition,  . 
they  heard  him  with  as  much  silesMe  as  then  preyaied  in 
the  house,  but  the  moment  he  spoke  in  fiivour  of  any  opt- 
fiion  of  his  own,  not  exactly  conforrai^le  tb  theirs,  the 
tumult  was  so  sudden  and  overbearing,  that  he  told  them,  ' 
Brailir^,  since  they  would  not  hear  htm  it  was  useless  to 
trouble  them  any  farther.    As,  bowetwr,  he  had  promised 
to  Resent  their  petition,  he  should  now  support  the  mo« 
tioii  that  it  should  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Stephen  explained. 

ildnttro/ ITorDey  said,  that  he,''a8  a  freeholder*  of  Mid-  - 
/dieses,  would  have  attended  the  meeting,  but  that--!^ 
thought  it  an  €x  parte  meeting,  and  convened  for  the 
porpoae  of  censuring  that  conduct  which  he  had  appoved 
and  followed  ;  and  consistently  with  which  he  should  now 
Tole  that  the  petitidn  be  rejected  .—T^e  house  then  divi»  . 
ded--*' 
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tvhati  ill  the  present  case,  coocerned  the  expenditure  ^ 
livAtiid^'  and  Wf'IrcUnd  alotie.^  Vie  in^ished*  to'dratv  ilieir 
atidntUkn  16  the  iticidehts  oftjiat  country,  niwsleeripcirts^ 
in  •  t^6niy  of  whieii  irero  jobs.  Thetu  fftre  se wal  crtsei^ 
^WMDh  be  would  enumerate:  the  first  was  <hat  c^Mtfr./^ 
John  Croker,  sarveyor-general  of  Ireland,  who  had  l^  ; 
ceived  \0O0L  for  ^Etra  (ffficial  deities.  On  Ihi^  subjqet^  1 
he  had  two  resolutions  to  propose.     The  first  was,  •  «o 

M  That  it  appeared  that  such  sura  of  1000/  hod  b^ 
giTen  for  extra  ofRcial  services  to  Mr.  J.  Croker.  'fi 

£d«  That  it  appcaiied  to  the  commissioners  of  inqniry  in' - 
Ireland  that  it  was  an  omissbn  of  official  duty  in  the  eitois*  ^ 
to  necominem)  it.'* 

/The  nrxticase  to  which  he  should  aHude,  was  that  df^  \ 
gcntfemfln  who  bad  been  Bupcrannuatod  after-  beUii^  eight  ' 
years  in  aaoffioc,1b6dut4e«i  of -which  lie  nevci:  performR],  ^ 
TMis  mn'was  a  priry-councili«>r,  a  man  of  rank,  of  for-*  c 
tuiitfs,  and  of  middle  ag««  Outhis  subject  he  propa9eda>^ 
fesphittoa^-^  '  -    £ 

'^  That  tt- appeared  to  the  boQfie,  Ihatithe  right  hoanoiiv  ^' 
^ble  William  Forwaid,  tKBa$u«cr  of  tlie  post-office^  bad  ' 
been  superannuated;  and  thai  itippcaiid  tiiat  he  had-M 
fair  craimtp  such  supersinnualibn/''  »  j         : 

i^no'her  case  which  ho  shouUl . mention,  waaof  agmril  ' 
of  5,700/  to  Sir  Geoi^  Sbe^,  leoeiver^gCQenil,  in  cofw-   : 
aiderattpn  of  Kis  lo«s  of  emokisient' Iroon  the,puUio  unoiiejr  :"- 
hfMff  paid  into  the  bank  of  ireldnd  -instead  of  rem^^itiiif  .^ 
in.  his  bands  &r  a  few  mohthsw    This  man  •Jso received  '^ 
for  himself  and  derks>  1S(XV.  per  anntim.    if  itworeitjii  * 
earlier  period  of  the  nigfat,  ha  would  sjtate  that  the&ctei  - 
contained  in  these  resolutions  were  puljr  part  of  a  sysfehk 
of  j^o&sion  practised  by  the.  Irii»h  governmefit.    It  woold 
be  elidless  for  him  to  eonmemta  llie  abuses  in  tbia  line. 
WJiat  would  they  Chink  of  compensaUon  p^iici  to  a  store* 
keeper  to  the  amount  of  6000/.  per  annum  ?    These  happ 
pened  under  the  administration  of  a  noble.lord  to>rbos0   . 
gaUantry  in  the. field. he  w^s  willing  to  be&tow  i>nqi)|dlfic4 
approbation.     He  entreated  the  house  to  direct  Ihrir  at* 
'  tention  te  this  particular  ;4iiirt  of  the  empire,  which,  on 
'  account  of  its  remoteness  from'  the  seat  of  gpv^nment, 
must  of  course  be  peculiarly  subject  to.  abuses  aud  irre* 

{ularit^.  The  honourable  baronet  concluded  with  mo  vij^ 
is  first  resolniiori. 
Vol..  U.--^l»10.  4G 
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Mr*  FoUcr^ ^pv\A   state    in  broa^   and  £^roi)g  termy 
^liat  \i'l|at  the  honourable  baronet  adTan<:;ed  respecting 
Mr*  Crakcr  was  not  founded  in  f%cU     Had  lie  read  the 
eighth  report  through  lie  would  have  found  tbat  he  was 
mutaken.    The  sum  of  1000/.  was  not  /^iven  to  that  gen- 
tleman for  extra  services,  but  as  a  composition  for  thp' 
claim  he  had  on  government  to  a  much  larger  amount. 
|[Here  he  read  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Croker  from  the  re- 
port in  corroboration  of  this  asscrtion.3     II  was  a  debt 
clue  to  him,  and  which  he  would  have  recovered  had  he 
sued  at  law  for  it.     This,  be  trusted,  would  be  a  stufficient- 
answer  to  bis  first  resolution.    The  subject  of  the  second 
resolution    had  been   discussed    and    necided    already. 
With  respect  to  the  matter  of  the  third  resolulipn  be  was 
persuaded  that  the  more  it  was  enquired  in(o^  the  less 
would  it  be  found  to  warrant  the  conclusions  drawn  hy  the 
Iionourable  baronet.     The  observations  of  the  honourable 
gentlc^mau  mi^ht  have  applied  to  the  former  const  it  utioa 
of  the  Irish  treasury.     It  had  been  formerly  the  custom  fQ 
allow  the  rccelver-genetal  a  quarter  percent,  on  the  sums 
passed  through  hb  hands,  which  on  ttie  avernge  amountcu 
to  upwards  of  5,000/.  a  3 ear,  but  latterly  this  cnormoo^ 
emolument  was  prohibited,     it  ceased  a^ter  the  death  of 
Sir  Ilcur^  Cavendish,  and  his  successor  who  should  have 
^njo^ed   it,   was   entitled   to  a  moderate  compensation, 
JThat  was  settled  at  1^400/.  a  year.     There  never  was  an 
cflicer  more  fairly  entitled  to  compensation  than  Sir  George 
Shee.     Would  the  honourable  barouet  say  that  1000/.  q. 
'ycvkX  was  a  compensation  for  discharging  the  duties  of  an 
^fEccj  through  which  three  millions  and  a  half  of  the 
public  moiiey  passed,  and  for  the  due  execution  of  which 
security  to  the  aniount  of  25,000/.  was  given  ?   With  re- 
spect to  Sir  George  Shee,  there  was  no  fayour  asked  oir 
granted,  nor  was  there  any  due.     He  himcnted  the  ho- 
riourable  member  had  not  given  him  an  Opportunity  of 
answering  tbcf  other  strong  cases  tq  ^vhich  he  alluded. 
ffe  was  convinced  they  would  be  foiind  equally  unsup- 
ported.    Without  fear  of  contradiction  he  would  assert, 
tliat  tlie  present  governnient  of  Ireland  was  as  strict  and 
economical  as  even  the  honourable  baronet  could  desire. 

Mr*  IV.  Smith  sheiyed,  from  the  report  of  t{ie  commisr 
sioners,  that  Mr.  Croker  was  not  entitled  to  the  sua|i. 
grantcNd.  Whatever  mis-statement  there  might  have  been 
prodded  from  that  board.    It  did  aot  appear  firoi^  thei^ 
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jep6rt,"tT]ntariyrara  official  duties  Wer^  perfdr'rqecf.  Jf 
tlie  stiTferaeht  of'ffi^  ^'iii.Kt  honourable  member  was  coii. 
ject,  Mx,  Crdlcef  \v(^s  ^  jriost'  injured  man ;  for  instead  of 
a'  pallf J  .remuneration  of  ttdOl,  lie  was.  entitled  Jo  a 
fpoxeiy  of  penalties  amounting  to  upwards  of* 40,000?.*, 
tox  which  lie  had  commenced  suits.  In  his  oplriioti  there 
V'as.no  Censure  too  strong  for  the  cohduct  of  tlie  coiiimis- 
sioncrs  who  made  the  report  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Croker  explained  the  cifcu instances  of  his  rela- 
.  (rye's  appointment,  and.  the  beneficial  regulations  »he  Kad- 
introduced  info  the  office  of  collector  of  excise  in  Dublin** 
Mr.  Crpkcr's  office  was -one  of'superin'tendance/and  not 
ofcontroul  and  check.  To  insure,  however,  the  weekly 
'.collection  of  the  revenue  accruing  from  distilleries,  he. 
cdnvertc^d  ft  into  the  latfer.  Whatever  penalties  Jie  be- 
came entitled  to  he  invariably  rerffitted  upon  the  offenders 
)ajiDg  up  theif  arrears.  To  this  h€  betiered  there  was 
lilt  a  singly  exception,  and  in  that  the  sum  accrued  to 
Mr.  Croker  was  not  of  that  gentleman's  seeking.  Had 
the  commissioners  fairly  stated  the  fadts,  the  honourable 
baronet  miglit  bare  been  spared  the  (to^Me  of  rafehig 
t^is  question. 

$ir  John  Newpott^  in  explanation,  professed  tire  lif^h^ 
respect  for  Mr.  Croker'^  services  atid  character.  The 
slatenaent  of  the  honoura{)le  raenrber.  as  JTai^  as  regard<kl 
hjs  wor4by  relative,  lie  considered  cjulte  satisfactory.  He 
would,  with  the  leave  of  the  bouse,  withdraw  hi^  first  te« 
Bolj^tion.  \  '  '  ' 

Mr*  ?r.Po/e  observed,  thatjf  the  honduraWe  baronet 
\  bad  read  the  whole  of  the  report  and  doeuments  annesfed, 
be  would  have  found  all  the  main  facts  stated  by  his  ho- 
nourable frfend  next  to  hin^.  The  commissioners  had 
bfcrti  ^uihy  of  a  misrepfesehtion  highly  injurious  to  a 
notoVt  riietitortous  officer. 

Jiff.  i(.  J'itzgerald  bore  honourable  t^finiony  io  the 
cbUdxxtt  diid'  services  of  Mr.  Croker. 

l^fce  Chai/ceflor  of  the  Exchjpquer  adnaitled  that  Mr. 
,  Crok^  Ka:d  tcry  great  cause  or  complaint  against  these 
cbmmi'^SidWefs. 

Motion  ^ithdriawn.  ^  . 

..  On  the  second  resolution,,  respecting,  the  superannua- 
tion of  (he  fronourabW  Mr.  Forward,  late  treasurer  io  the 
IjA&ft  p*st'.6AcC,  .       -      '  ' 

Mr.  WcUfshjf  PoU  stated  the  f|i(:U  pf  Mr.  Forward's 


retireoenU    The  ottce  ke  3»eki  was/ftj  paieot^  ^nd  wm-' 
alwfty»  coiwideted  asinccore.  .When  iM  oiBoe  was  fcn« 
derfd  eiEcienI,  lie  was  removed  and  remuAeraled  as  tbe 
liQ^crs  of  all  other  patent  oflkea  were  on  their  being  re* 
ibmed.    He  would  meet  tbe  que^tioa  with  a  dnrect  ne-  * 
gatifc. 

Sir  J.  Newport  shewed,  from  a  letier  of  M  r.  Forwaid'a* 
to  Mr,  Elliot,  that  the  office  was  not  considered,  bjr  that 
gentleman  a  sinecure  office. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  IK  Thornton  and  Mr^* 
foosonby )  the  house  divided 

Ayes     .  •  -       S6 

Noes  •  -  83 

Major ily        57  agninst  theiefiolution«r 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

VRIOAT,  MAY  4. 

jiETCBfiioir  niLr«. 

'Earl  Grostenor  observed,  that  several  noble  lords, 
whose  opinions,  in  a  discussion  of  the  bill  for  preventing^ 
the  grant  of  places  in  reversion,  were  very  desirable,  were  . 
absent  from  indisposition  and  from  accidents.  He  there- ' 
foie  thought  it  better  (o  move  for  ^the  discbarge  of  the 
order  of  the  day,  as  he  wished  for  a  fhll  attendance  upon 
this  discussion.  The  motion,  after  some  conversation^ 
was  agreed  to,  and  Tliursday  se^nniglit  was  fixed  for 
moving  the  second  itading.      ' 

^    >»  RELlEP  OF  TH£  POOUCR  CLEUGV* 

lA)rd  Holland  rose,  and  alluded  to  the  oiiservatbns  he 
had  on  a  former  occasion  fdt  il  his  duty  to  make  in  the 
house  respecting  the  measnres  now  in  contemplation  for 
the  relief  of  the  poorer  cleigy  of  tbe  established  chnrch. 
I^  had  not  as  yet  all  the  meana.of  Jnformattion  wliich  hut' 
desired,  and  which  he  felt  it  essential  to  possess  on  this 
important  subject ;  but  so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  in<« 
form  himself,  be  c<mld  not  hesitate  io^ say  whatwas tfae^ 
bia«  of  his  opinion ;  which  was,  that  it  wt^  nimeoessary 
to  ca)l  upon  parliament  for  the  relief  w^ich  it  was  gone* 
rally  understood  was  to  be  prpposed,  since  the  church 
possessed  within  itself  ample  means  of  relieving  the  poorer 
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p«rt  of  lis  ii\ernb«r^.  H^ctfn^Jderetf  thai  ttie  p<H>rer  clergy;^ 

Vfcte  absotuiely  dtefmudte^  of  thi^ir  j»it  rights  and!intereso  '• 

in  the  prohristoti  given  Id  the  ^iifiih  tiy  law;  and' thaVH 

llie  hvj^her  and  wealtbter  portionr  of  the  tl^gy  receheS ': 

tbaLwiiich  was  acigioatly  destined  for  4be  siip|)6rt  of  ih^^j 

inferior  and  poorer.     He  wished  (o  make  this  ob^erv^tfojr  ii  I 

distitictly,.  and  took  (bat  opportunity  of^^iving  notice  of       ,  .         1 

several  motions  be  should  propose  to  their  lordships  .On ''      '         ^ 

Thursday  next,  for  which  day  he  should  move  that  thdl:^  t 

lordships  bd  nimmoned*    The  noble  baron  adverted  lo^ 

the  origin  of  the  tenths  and  first^fr^its^  which  were  tea  "^  t 

usurpation  by  the  papal  power,  and  at  the  reforoiaHon  i 

assumed  by  Henry  VIIL ;  but,  subsequently,  in  the  reiga 

of  Queen  Anne,  given  up  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  clerry, 

aad  known  by  the  name  of  Queen  Anne's  bounty.    He 

should  move  for  a  full  account  of  the  distribution  of  that 

bounty,  and  of  all  those  i}ersons  who. received  any  part  of 

what  was  intended  for  tlie  poorer  clerg-y.    There  were  . 

some  other  motions  connected  With  a  full  disclosure  of  in*    ' 

formation  on  this  subject  mentioned. by  the  noble  lord,   - 

and  which  he  stated  his  intention  to  make  on  the  sai^e 

occasion.  ' 

The  Archbishop  af  Cmierhun/  $aid  the  papers  alvcady  . 
produced  would  give  the  nc^lc  tord.  the  most  material 
part  of  the  information,  which  bo  wanted «  His  jprace^ 
thought  the  house  would  Jiot  ag|e(;40  the  noble  loid'a 
motions  unless  very  sufficient  grqunds  were  laid  (ox  the 
adoption  of  them.  'Tbursd^y  next  was  a  day  wken  it 
would  be  very  inconvenient  for  the  bishops  to  attend^  t»  • 
the  most  of  them  would  be  engaged  on  that  day.  We 
understood  his  grace  to'allude  to  the  meeting  of  the  sons 
of  the  clergy. 

The  BiMvpp  of  London  made  a  few  observations  in  a 
low  tone  of  voice  to  the  same'effsct* 

Lord  Svlktnd  bad  not  foreseen  the  occurrence  t>f  the 
tneeting  aHodedto,  or  he  wonld  have  proposed  some  other  ' 
cUty t  aa  he  wished  to  make  bis  motion  perfectly  convenient 
to -the  right  reveireod  prekrtes.    He  therefore  should  pro* 
piM^  ¥jttdnjn9xtf  if  that  were  not  inconvenient  also.' 

.  It  was  then  agreed  that  the  noble  baron's  motions  should 
be  m^e  on  Friday  next ;  and  their  lonbbipa  ifotH  ordered 
to  be  sttmsfK>ned.*-AdjoQrned. 


day 
dela 
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tlOUSE    OF  COMMON 9,. 

FRIDAY,  MAY  i. 

ASSESSED  AND  PROPERTY.  TAXES. 

»     _ 

'Mr.  C.  DunflaSy  in  coo^equ^nceof  IheCimnoellor  oflhe 
K^xchequer  Laving  it  in  contemplation  to  bring  forward 
some  iheaSure  for  the  correction  of  certain  abuses  in  the 
c^llectioti  of  tlie  aascssed  taxes,  ibr  the  redress  of  which 
grievances  \Ui  had  ^ivcn  notice  of  a  motion,  look  -that 
opportunity  of  sf^ting,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
bring  forward  aAy  motion  upon  thesubject.  At  the  same 
t;tnei  th6iitgk  not  disposed  to  hurry  the  right  honourable 

!;^fttletaan  opfsosii^,  Knowing  the  muUipUcity  of  business 
If  bad  to  attencr  to,  aiid  the  difficulty  of  tliis  subject,  he 
should  be  glad  to  know,  at  what  time  it  ^as  like!/  hiv 
measure  sTfoufdf  be  brought  forward. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  veplied,  that  (he  bill 
was  iti  great  forwardness,  and  would  be  produced  in  a 
sHort  time.  ft.  would  then  be  open  to  the  honourable 
gftitletaau  to  recommend  any  provision  which  he  might 
deenr  tiecedsary. 

-Mr.  Grenfeli  also  pat ^ff,  ibr.thepresentf  the  moHon 
o£  which  he  had  given  iiolice,  respectingf  the  bardsfaipe 
arfsins  fr6ia  Ch6  conectioa  of  the  properly  tax,  -until  he 
sftotfW  8<;e  tvhetheif  the  proyifionsef  the  Chancellor  of  tbef 
E^Ch^^i^cr's  bin  would  remedy  the  grievances  of  whiek 
be  cdniplnincd.  When  that  skoald'  6e  brought  forwaid, 
be  sltolild  offer  some  clauses  applicable  to  the  case  he  aU 
luded  to,  but  at  the  same  time  should  reserve  to  himself 
t)f6  privilege  of  making  a  distinct  proprositbn  on  the 
sifbject,,  if  the  measure  in  contemplation  sKoald  not  meet 
bis  views. 

.  'Ml".  M»  A.  Taylor  gave  notice  that  be  should^  on  Tue^ 
dav^  the  ^d  day  of  May^  make  a  molion  respecting  the 
*  uay  and  arrears  of  causes  ia  the  court  of  chaaoery  aad 
bcrnse  of  lords. 

RETtTftK  OP  douMttimtis^  ftc. 

• 

Sir  Saniuel  llomiUt/f  pursuant  to  the  nofttce  whici  i6 
hid  grvert,  rose  to  move  for  a  return  of  the  number  of 
pinoris  who  had.  been,  committed  within  a  certrfiri  period 
to  (orison  within  England  and  Wales.  His  wish  was  to 
procrire  all  the  information  that  could  be  obtained  upoa 
tbis  subject  in  a  more  distinct  and  consequently  useful 
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filinp^y  tban  could  be  derived  from  the  rctunis  upon  tb^' 
inbic  of  the  bouse*    lu  consequence  pf  a  .m(^lion  whicb 
he  had  made  last  session  upon  this  subject,  he  had  n^asoa 
to  think  that  returns  had  bren  made  to  the  office  of  tb^ 
SecrctaFj  of  Stalje  contaiDinty  nmch  information,  but  not  ali  , 
that  it  was  desireable  should  be  in  the  possession  of  th« 
public.     I{i  the  return  on  the  table  from  the  secrcduy  ot 
fciate's  office,  they  had  only  a  return  of  ilic  ftumber-cf ' 
comn^itm^nts,  of  tho;^  ^bo  were  acquitted,  or  disolianr«tt 
on  bilk  not  found,  or  discharged  by  prodamiUion.     B^t 
the  return  did  not  conlain  that  part  of  the  infiK'fnatipii 
lyhiph  would  be  most  particularly  desireabie;  a  rctUpi  of< 
the  ojQbftces  for  which  the  several  prisoners  were  coni^ 
mitted,  or  convicted,  aud  of  which  they  b^d 'b(^n  ac« 
quilted,  and  then  discharged.     It  would  be  important  fof - 
the  house  tube  in  possession  of  such  information,  in  order 
to  know  how  many  were  committed  Car  murd<.^r,  forgery^ 
litid  other  crimes,  with  respect  to  :«hich  no  nlti^alion  <^ 
the  Lnv  was  in  cootemplatinn;   and  also  how  many  df 
larcenies,  &c«  and  the  circumstances. of  aggravatim.-    It 
would  be. observed,  from  the  return  on  the  table,  that  by 
much  the  largest  class  consisted  of  those  confRiutteJ  fef 
larcenies,  being  altogether  2^i&3  names.     With  respe<^ 
to  these^  bethought  it  would  be  necessary  to  know  hoir 
many  bad  been  cummit(ed  for  privately  stealing  from  the 
person,  in  houses,  oriuiiltopsv  n^  well  as  what  nurnbt^ 
were  tried,  whatiiiin^ber'AcquiilecI,  and  what  numbc^r  dis^ 
charged.     Information  oiChia.  deactiptruii  would  be  most 
satisi'actory  before  any  altieratimi  should  b'cmade  in  the 
law,  because  every  such  9lter.ation  being  an  experifiKHit* 
ijL  must  be  desireabie  to  ascertain  at  nearly  as  possible 
tbpg^rounds  upon  which  the  cxpertmfiait  rests!     The  in« 
formation  he  alluded  to  would  afford  the  best  iifiswer  lo 
Arguments  founded  on  presamptions  wliich  had  been  tise4 
on  a  late  occasion.   The  motion  he  proposed  to  make  was 
^'  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his  majesty' 
that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  direct  that  there  bt 
laid  before  thp  bouse  a  rptitru  of  tti,e  iiumbtT  of  persons^ 
m^Ie  a<nd  female,  who  have  been  committed  fo|-  trial  i  * 
the  different  assizes,  or  great  sessions,  from  ilie  yej^r  ^8Ud 
(o  the  year  1809  inclusive, dislinguishing  the  ci\afg^^  «m  oa 
which  each  was  comraitted,'the  crimes  for  which  mii\ctfidi 
ponvicied^  or  acquitted,  and  also  distinguishing, |inder.il4# 
head  of  c^icli  crime  tJie  number  of  t^ose  <:piAmiltiE^  ,co% 
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TicM,  acquitted,  dUcbiirged  npfa  no  bills  beiog  found, 
and  dischamd  by  prodamatiou,  iofetlief^Vitli,  iioder 
each  head  oroffence,  the  uuniber  of  those  who  were  exe- 
puted/*  / 

It  was  uonecessary  for    hlin    to    sfate  the  adrantage 
(hat  would  be  derived  from  ijuch  a  ittum.    He  wasawar^ 
pf  the  difficulty  of  Drocuring  a  return  such  as  he  called 
for,  and  that  when  ne  made  a  similar  mution  last  year, 
the  aecretarj  of  state  iiirormed  him  that  no  such  return 
existed  in  his  office.     lie  m'Os  indebted  to  the  politeness 
and  attention  of  the  secretary  of  state  for  his  haying;  un« 
dertaken  to  call  upon  the.  cterks  of  assize  for, all  tn^'in- 
formation  upon  the  subject  that  they  co'utd  supply;  and 
some  (ad  been  thus  obtained,  though  not  all  (hat  ^as'ne- 
^  cessary.    They  had  the  return  of  tile  commitnu|nl;s  and 
the  indictments,  and  he  had  no  dovipt  that  a  teturn  might 
,be  obtained  from  the  clerks  of  assize^  mIio  were  si^in 
lipmber  in  England  and  four  in  Wales,  of  the  convictions 
and  of  the  ofienc^i  whether  laid  in  the  indicttpeht  pr  other* 
wise.,  But  bis  object  was  not  alone  to  bbtain  this  in  for- 
mation because  it  was  raluable,  but  with  a  vipv^^t^  a 
measure,  the  fate  of  which  on  a  former  night  be  deploriK}. 
If  he  thought  the  sense  of  the  house  was  decidedly  against 
the  measure,  he  should  not  bring  it  forward  again;    Bat 
when  he  considered  that  It  h9|4  ^'^  ^^^  only  by  a  majo- 
Yity  of  two,  and  that  of  those  who  voted  against  t(,  two 
at  least  seemed  to.be  aoubt15i)..^  ,'to  the  bilT,  and  voted 
against  U  only  as  connected  w,i(h  some  other  measures  of 
which  they  did  not  approve;  be  should  have  no  hesita- 
tion to  submit  it  to  tfae.dcci$iDn'of  the  same  house,  (hat 
had  disposed  of  it. on  Its  own  merits;    because,  where 
there  was  doubt,  the  leaning  should  be  io  life.    For  jhis 
own  part,  so  far  as  related  to  that  bill,  he  felt  hipiself 
in  the  situation  of  a  criminal,  not  convicted  of  the  crhne 
with  which  he  stood  charged^  but  for  some  other  act 
done  or  intended.  If  the  forms  of  the  house  would  alldiir  it^ 
he  should  bring  in  the  same  bill  this^slon  ;  at  all  eveiits, 
it  WQS  his  inteotioB  to  bring  it  early  in  the  next  «o^i&n; 
Oa  a  question  of  that  description,  totally  unconriea{ecl 

'    trifli  puly,  be  had  to  lament  that^  any  gen.tle(nan  shoulcl 
liave  Ihoag^t  it  necessary  toxanvass  ior  vot^  ags^inst  It ; 

^  and  yet  it  was  obvious,  that  all  the  gentlenien.iii  odfce 
tbtti  ia.the  house  had  voted  against  it.    Of  ihisjii  did 

*  "oot  coinplaiiii  tboDgh  t^e'musT  complaig  ^  tUk  j^p^  a(« 


^^  teitdaiice  ih  tne  liimaie  on  tbaf  occasion*  It  wa6  imposMble 
that  jH^ntlcWlpi 'cottlJbe  ihdillbirent,  on  a  questjon  wliich 
ifas  to  decide  wlietiier  (he  lives  of  800  fellow-creatures 
siionltt  be  left  ti  able  to  be  sacriJIcea.  He  bad  bcard^tbat 
many  ^chttemcn  frienctly  to  the  measure  would  nave  at- 
tended if  tiie^  had  ktiown  that  Uie  bill  was  to  com^  oh. 
He  had  glyert  notice  of  (he  day  dh  which  it  was  jo  be 
brought  on,  in  raiher  a  fnlt  attendance)  and  he  did  *diihk 
it  rather  strange  thit  the  Illgh^ate  arcbwajr,  or  the  }Iol* 
loway  water  bills,  should 'obtaio  a  fuller  attenrlance  thah 
this  important  measure.  He  took  that  opportunity  of  gir- 
Ing  notice,  that  if  (he  business  fixed  for  Mpnday  should 
go  off,  he  should  bring  on  the  third  teazling  of  the^  re* 
tnalniag  bill,  and  if  uot^  at  all  events,  on  thU  day  se*n* 
night.  He  also  gave  notice,  that  he  should  bring  i^  the 
forftoef  bill  earlj^iii  the  m^xt  session  of  parliament.  \  He 
conid  nx)t  conceive,  as  had  been  stated,  that  the  keeping 
'  of  iliis  subject  open  could  have  any  influence  upon  tpose 

'    connected  with  the  administratioa  of  iustice.    ^e  ibould 
therefore  moVe,  &c,— On  the  motion  oeinff  put*     *     . 
J41t.  SecreiMTjf  Ifyder  did  not  mean  to  object  to  {he  mo« 

-  tioh  or  his  honourable  and  learned  friend,  however  hd 
might  differ  as  to  the  measure.  He  agreed  tha!  the  iufor« 
msition  wai  important  to  be  obtained,  and  lie  rdse  bi^y  to 
guard  against  any  misconstruction  Of  his  vie^Vs,  If,  after 
'Snttthe  pains  h^  c6uld  ex^rt^  'M  sl\6uld  fiiil  in  obtaining 
the  desired  idformatiOt).     If  pe  was^  not  mistaken,  ttii$>as 

'  the  same  with  the  motion  tuade  jby  thi;  learned  gentleman 
last  session,  to  Which  there  iVtts  a  return  on  me  table. 
The  fact  i^as,  that  the  infot^atibA  obtained  had  hot,  nbr 
could  not  be  procured  by  comt^uUitrn  froiii  the  dBlccrs^ 
but  by  an  application  to  incm,  which  they. tiiight  comply 
with  Or  not,  as  they  pleased.  Many  had,  no  dbubr,  com- 
ptted.'  For  himself,  he  should  otdy  say,  thdt  he  would 
'do  all  in  his  power,  but  he  would  giVe  no  pledge  tliat  all 
the  rnforhialit^n  destred^  would  be  obt«inect.  He  should  not* 
then  enter  inmthts  qiiestioa  which  nad  beeii  disposed  of  the 
other  nl^ht.  ' 

Sir  T.  Tuttoii,  in  vlndicntioti  bfm  house,'  stkted,  ibat 

*  the  bill  had  beeh  brought  til  on  a  day  when  the  cbdnty 

sessions  wisre  held  throughottt  Engfind.  a  circumsOince 

%vbldi  was  sufficieht  to  accbuht  lor  the  tbiu  atten^anc^  oo 

(btt  day%  ,* 

TtKiB  vb^ftcellor  of  Ac  J^chcducK  ifii  ansWerto  ^e'  ob- 
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servalion  of  bis  honoarable  and  learned  Friend,  ifiat  Totra 
had  been  canvassed  for  against  the  bill,  obaervedr  that  if 
it  bad  been  treated  as  a  parly  question,  a  mudi  fuller  at- 
tendance must  haif^  beea  obtained  on  eiiher  side  of  the 
bouse. 

Sir  Samuel  Romillj  stated,  that  the  return  on  the  table 
wis  ^ic  which  had  been  many  years  before  the  house,  and 
bad  not  been  obtained  in  consequence  of  his  motion  last 
session  from  tbe  clerks  of  assize.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
much  vahrnbte  information  upon  this  subject  would  be 
found  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office. 

The  motion  was  tlien  put  and  agreed  io^  lind  also  a  mo* 
Hon  for  a  like  return  of  commitments  for  trial  at  (he  quar* 
ter  sessions  with  similar  distinctions.  • 

The  addresses  were  ordered  to  be  presented  io  his  ma- 
jesty bv  such  members  as  were  of  the  privy-council. 

Sir  §.  Romilly  then  gave  notice,  that  he  should,  on 
Monday  next,  make  a  motion  on  the  subject  of  the  tmrrs* 
portation  of  convicts  to  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Sharpe  gave  notice  of  a  motion  relative  to  the  )5th. 
report  of  the  commissioners  of  naval  revision. 

TRANSPORTS. 

JIfr.  Iluskisson,  observing  that  the  estimates  for  tbe 
transport  service,  though  dated  the  Sth  of  JanuarV)  bad 
only  that  day  been  put  into  the  hands  of  members,  did  not 
think  it  too  much  io  ask  his  right  honourable  friend  to  put 
off  the  vote  for  that  service  for  a  few  days  from  Monday,  iii 
order  to  give  gentlemen  an  opportnnity'of  cdnsidering  the 
sAjbject.r  When  it  was  recollected  that  the  sum  to  be 
voted  for  transports  for  the  service  of  the  present  year 
amounted  to  three  millions,  it  would  be  admitted  that  &ucli 
an  expenditure  required  tbe  most  serious  consideration. 
lie  trusted,  therefore,  that  his  right  honourable  friend 
would  not  object  to  a  (rifling  delay.  Having  stated  thus 
much  upon  that  subject,  he  should  now  move  for  certain 
returns,  to  which  no  objection,  ht  understood,  would  be 
made.  He  therefore  moved,  ^*  That  there  be  laid  before 
the  house  a  returnof  the  number  and  tonnage  of  transports 
in  the  public  service,  specifying  the  stations  on  which  they 
were  employed  ;  and  of  fhe  ntimber  of  seamen  employed 
in  navigating  them.  Also  a  return  or  statement  of  the 
number  of  king's  ships  employed  on  (hat  service/* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exthequer  had  tip  objecnori  ip 
flic  motion^  but  did  not  think  that  tbere  waft  auy  occasioa 
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for  the  delay  called  for  by  his  honorable  friml.  lid- 
ifas' sure 'his  honoiimble  friend,  recollecting  the  ^roiuuls 
,upon  vrhich  a  similar  sum  had  been  voted  for  the  same 
scrTicc  last  year,  could  not  be  at  any  loss  at  (liih  moment 
for  the  grounds  upon  which  it  was  to  be  voted  in  the  pre* 
sent  year-'  The  reason  why  the  vole  was  brought  forward 
in  a  separate  sliape  this  year  was,  that  it  was  thought  de*'. 
sirable  not  fo  cover,  und^r  a  provision  for  irO,000  seamen, 
an  actual  force  of  145,C00^  It  was  thought  better  there* 
.  fore  to  take  a  vote  for  I30,CO0  seamen  at  first^  and  \o  take 
an  early  opportunity  of  ascertaining  tvhether  the  reroain* 
ing  15,000  were  necessary.  That  was  tlie  reason  why  the 
estimate  had  been  delayed.  The  returns  of  the  numl)er, 
tonnage,  and  men  of  the  transports,  together  with  thedif*^ 
ferent  stations,  could  be  seen  at  a  c^lance  when  the  papers 
should  be  presented  on  Monday,  ne  saw  no  reason,  tliere« 
fore,  why  the  vote  might  not  be  taken  on  Monday,  for 
which  the  extraordinaries  of  the  navy  were  fixed.  Th& 
extraordinaries  of  the  army  he  proposed  to  bring  forwartl 
on  Wednesday,  The  period  of  the  session  waj«  rather 
ipore  advanced  than  tisual  for  bringing  forward  the  loan, 
and  it  was  desirable  to  ascertain  all  the  engagements  of  the 
year  before  the  budget  should  be  brought  forward. 
/  *  Mr.  Tierney  observed,  there  was  a  petitiofn  from  the 
India  company  for  an  tiid  of  two  millions,  tinder  the  con* 
siderntion  of  a  committee  np-stairs,  whiph  committea 
could  not  make  a  report  for  four  or  five  days. 

SirCAarles  Pole  expressed  his  hope  that  thecon$ider^« 
tion  of  the  transiM)rt  estimate  should  he  pqt  off.  Tha 
^xtraordinaries  of  the  navy  were  to  come  on  on  Mon« 
day,  and  he  was  per^uadecl  that  a  considerable  reduction 
^ould  be  made  in  that  estimate.  It  would  be  improvident 
to  vote  the  15,000  men  before  they  should  ascertain  whe« 
ther  a  saving  could  be  made.  There  were  various  itein& 
in  the  navy  estimates,  upon  which,  as  well  on  the*  score 
of  humanity  as  economv,  a  great  saving  may  be  made. 
In  the  first  place,  a  reduction  might  be  made  in  the  sea* 
ijien  employed  as  harbour-duty  men,  from  whase  employ* 
ment  little  benefit  was  derived,  though  a  great  expeoso 
iras  incurred.  It  would  be  more  humane  to  do  away  that 
altogether.  It  was  cruel  to  employ  men  after  18  or  SO 
ymrs  service  as  harbour-duty  men,  or  in  case  no  such 
duty  was  to  be  done,  as  convicts  in  hulks.  Another  re. 
AvLGdo^  might  be  made  with  respect  to  those  men  who* 
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hfi4^«ot  Un  16  yean,  -Bnoe  ]T0&^  (lieMir'tflim^:  ^^Tt  ^frdirl^; 
beiot Abe  koiise  to  delermiup  wbccter^  obnIstd^Wng  tW  sf^t^ 
a£ij^nincaand  of  ll*  waildy  ixrbq^ll  kfMttiit  of  ^^<l&m>j|' 
V98i  fiiecesittrjr.  At  all  crente  :he  tboU^M;  tfre  Hrb  V«f(i«9:  . 
sholM  be  Bepfumtocl,  afifl  M9n<i  dtloy  oltoi^d  befar&\ht- 
lioitteiahoiild  beotUed  upon  to  tote  the  ^ffmate  foKfk^ 
tntfi6fM>rl8«  in  the  mean  time  ih(rf  eoold  Minily  aiUl  tfe« ' 
libemtdv  gp  tnio  theoonairieTaliaii  of  the  fsiiiaiiivi^. '' 

>  The  Chanoellor  of  the  £xohe^er)  a«  it  was  elbttebi 
that  nittdi  ^istottion  would  take  place  on  the  il^Vy  e$H«' 
inalfs,  did  not  Ibidk  ii  utiUkefy  that  theottiei'tute  rt}f|fh| 
b^  deferred.  As  Mondays  and  Fridays  were  generally  oc« 
cu)iied  with  ofiier  businass,  he  fett  it  necessary  to  brhig^ 
ierward  the  atmv  exCraordinaries  oil  Wednesday. 

/  Mr.  Wilberforoe  expcessed  some  surprrii^  that ift We  >(rat. 
no  provision  in  the  estimate  for  the  constructfetl  ^a  dock  * 
atNoftbfleef,  .       .  - 

After  a  few  "winds  from  Mr.  Tieqiey  at\d  tite  Chanedtolp 
of  the  *£zchcguer^  thenip^bhs  were  put  aad  tfgt^ed  to. 

'  '  •  niBTuatf^Nc^  IN  iNni4.  *  C    > 

'Mr.  Creevey  ro^  to  maiLC  the  motion  of  which  fre  liaa. 
gf VeAi  liotic^,  rehitive  to  Ih^  disputes  in  tndla.    Tie  roso  / 
for  the  *  purpose  of  mcfpin^'  <^r  any  papers  ifrhich  mighf 
tend  to  ppint  out  the,on^in|  andtn^ce  the  progiesi^oF 
thdM  uhbapjpy  events.    lYie  miittny  ai  IklaUras  hadbeeit 
SttVe  crfosl  serious  cfesctt^ic^;:  f^lr{glnat;iag;i  Us  U  did^  not 
^ith  thef  low  or  thfi  ^nbrfurf,  buC  with  o'fficeiB  high  in' 
Tank,  anflrt$pec(ably^^cated.  U  was  well  known,  that 
pofcmpireio India  wasntaihtaincdnpt  by  ihe  numbers  b^^ 
theteuperiority  of  ou?  troops,  as  well  as  by  the  high  c^a« 
raeter  which  t)iey  bad  obtained/   The  native  army  wajH^ 
much  more  numerous— not  less  than  0d  or  tO,0{X)  strong, 
to  suoh  a  situation  the  consequences  of  a  conflict  bet^^n 
the  British  government  and  British  oflicers  might  be  most 
melancholy ;  jndeed,  in  his  opinion,  li  required  alpiott  a 
nnracle  to  save  the  country,  when  it  was  rememberra  that 
emimries  were  actualty  sent  into  the  natiK  camp,  In  ttdet 
io  sedape  the  trpops  from  their  alle^iapce  to  ,th1&  country*. 
In  order  io  hring  tne  question  of  cpminality  in  the  govern**, 
itoent  or  the  miutary  |o  an  js^pe,  he  made  th^  |;reiefit  mo« 
^on/  One  s1|itemeqt  appeared  in  ^your  of  Sir  G.  ^afloWj^ 
and  another  in  flivour^r  the  army,    {fe  could  nOt,  uaifti 
fdrmed  as  he  was,  now  d^lart  who  was  in  Ae  rigtit ;  b^t  Hit 
Wd  Jio  hcsifatioii  iiubciding,  ^bai  ho  pobductioiii  w  pi^l 


of  SKf  &i^r]#iiH@ti|ld  Jii^^tbeaTBi.vifi  g«)io^l^  leil^  : 
they  di^i  n^fitf^i^^^WliMtcapbciing  tiie  candAct  4f^« ' 
?o?4riMi^t  t<|W4misibe^^HiWj4te  woi^  move  (or  cert A^ 
docmonento  »^t)N^  tO'.his  iifterfefviice  in  the  cowiffof^latf.' 
^aJ)a^iie{ir4'>&'S^M9*4hat.pwernineAt  liflfl'  jnDsrft'fdllfl 
maiiiy  t<^dl  Pfuesi  wlKl  •bm^sK^traliy  cBs^iiKCct  of  hrftrliiferMd 
lo  %  c|;fiiiai^e'J9rfif^vrh^  hnM  plaoeH)  ifi  cohsequcffiMf^ 
their  brMi^JlAg  in  a,  Tcrdki  ^  acquittal' in- fu'v^oiir  ^f'iofot 
iflciivKliiaU  obDox4oi]9'  lur  ])ow«r.    I'he  history  of  tliese 
1ra«sacUoiM  ffaa  requirrnis  i^^d  bngiit  tabeiencl  bi^forethe 
cornVfy.^  Ife  firtflhed  also  ibr  all.  t  lie  klodamentdrektivft 
toiho  ilisi|iUsa.l  of  Mr.  Petrioi  wbdrhdd  held  tbo  saoo^A 
sU^iton  under  Sir  d  Barlow.    He  was'  particulAriy  MxU 
ous  for  those  dooiinlfnt9)  as. he  bad  heard  that  the  coalt 
of  dtreet0ra  was  divided  on  the  siibj^t,  and'  had  rcsOffed 
tc^  a  decisiofi  by  }oU    He  heard  ftlsD  that  some  of  the  dU 
rectors  had  protested  against  tbe  dismissal  of  Mr.  Petrie ; 
jwid'forcfOpieti'ofi.the^Oipfbicsts  be  waBfdso  anYloni^.    He 
conqluded^jy  ts^Tiitg:  (ir^^  Copies  of  all  ktlem  b^we^  ^ 
the  comniamlcr«tnrchLef  and  .the  governor  and  council  of  - 
Ma0r|^9  restive  to  t]ic  arrest  of  laieuienant-CoIorn^I  M<Mi* 
rbe,  toucher  with  ceft(|in,do(;oiiients  relative  to  tho/deini;f6 
powe^  of  tjbe  coxniuobcicX-i^cbief  in  coscd  df  couftsraaJEU" 

,  Sir  Hd»ry,Mpnl2:fjme^y,s^(:o6ded  the  motion,  and  do-' 
clared  tbat  there  we^e/pfAcli,c^&  oa«,ij  in  the' courts  (tf 
law  iti  India,  ^liii^V^^  i^  attea^picd  liere,  - wpuid  prodaci?  d> 

rjpTolutioiu       ,•./..,',*'    :-'•.    ,,  '.■:: 

1  Mr*  I)imdas^  itiHiy^g  as  ,h^  fl|il,.  that  the  whole  :CQi|« 
diiet'of  t*he  Mai^ras  gc^vc^nicnt  w.-^  bc^fore  tbo  Jioiise,- 
b^aidpccupied  himself')  sinep  the  first  notice  of  (h^  h6^oii0^r 
able  ^eniieniaA  wi4h  respect. to  the  military  ditturbanocif^- 
ii^,.preparing  the  volnrnmous  c  mass  of  papers  whidi  hacT 
fiifch  moved  for.  What  was  the  conductof  the  boiiout- 
able  gentleman?  Why,  be  came  dut^o  to  the  hou^e  jiet^- 
tjerdayi  and  gave  notice  for  tp'<lay  of  n  motion  for  pn-ir 
pers  totally  uacoanectcd  with  this  p^irt  of  Indian  policy^ 
a^nd  equclAy. Voluminous  wiih  the  others,  which  ii^  bad 
tak^  siich  time  and  trooble  to  prepare.  With  respf  ct 
tp  Ibe 'circtmistance  which  had  given  rise  to  the  prtmntt 
nLOt^kOUi^  the  discontents^  of  the  militiuj,  he  was  sOrry  to 
^Y^  thejr^wefQ  by  up  means  unprrceflented  to  that  coon* 
fi^.*  ^.Jfei^hopedy  Aoweycr,,  ithe  conduct  of  gov^iraiQciif; 

\^dP^'^^.?S^^^i  >TOttld  protc^Mbe  rtcttfreuc^  flf 

*%  •  .         '        ' 
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»tich  an  event,  in  future.  It  hiid  been  uti^  t^at,tb^re<» 
bellion  ori^nated  in  (he  tyranny  of  the  government  of 
JAmlrns;  tbe  papers  about  to  lie  lanl  iipon  the  tabU 
tiould  prove  (he  contrary.  'Jlie  conduct  of  (he  military 
was  indeed  most  surprizing,  lie  did  not,  indevd^  believe 
4hat  any  individual  ever  qonsideried  in  the  beginning  how 
fiirbe  might  be  induced  to  go*  In  bis  opinion  it  was  h€$m 
iet  fbr  us  not  to  possess  n  single  acre  of  Ilindohtaii,  (I^B 
to  bokl  it  at  the  will  pf,  tire  military.  Such  a  tenure 
wooid  not  be  creditable  to  the  British  name,  or  beneQcial 
to  the  British  nation.  The  rebellion  in  India  had,  how- 
ever,  one  good  effect;  it  shewed  that  the  native  troops 
were  not  hostile  to  our  interesti»,  as  had  been  insidiously 
insinnated.  by  some.  The  bonourablie  gentleman  here  ep* 
iered  into  a  detail  of  the  circumstances  which  had  led  tp 
tbe^appointment  of  Sir  G.  Barlow.  He  was  a  man  of  ua« 
•haiLen  honotir  and  integrity ;  jhe  was  above  all  (he  iof 
iHgues  of  Madras,  and  peculiarly  fitted  for  tbe  siUiatiofi 
to  whicii  he  had  been  appoiiMcd.  It  bad  been  s^id  thai 
Jiis  opponents  told  one  story  and  he  another.  His  oppo^ 
jientft  bad  indeed  been  very  busy ;  they  had  resorted  to 
a^ibs,  pamphlets,  writing  /)n  the  walls,  and,  in  short,  (p 
every  species  of  anonymous  publication.  The  ofiicial 
"documents  would,  however,  soon  place  ihe  matter  bejpu^ 
n  doubt,  and  be  was  ready  to  move  for,  and  produce 
etery  letter  from  the  government  of  .Madras  to  the  couU 
of  directors,  with  their  inclosu^?s;  convinced  as  he  was 
that  Sir  George  Barlow  would  come  pure  from  (he  ordeaU 
There  were  some  private  letters  which  had  come  into  (be 
possession  of  government  by  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  rel)e(lion,  and  these  alone  he  would  withhold. 
These  letters  were  written  in  the  heat  of  the  momeiit, 
ncveiT  intended  for  the  public  eye,  and  would  tend  rou,ch 
lo  criminate  the  writers.  He  thought,  under  these  cir« 
eumstances,  no  person  would  wish  for  their  production- 
(Hear!)  VVith  respect  to  the  civil  part  of  the  question, 
he  confessed  be  was  ignorant  of  it,  from  the  length  of 
time  which  had  intervened  since  he  read  the  papers. 
Even  from  recollection,  however,  he  was  convinced  much 
misconceptiori  and  mis-s(atpment  had  taken  pbce,  par- 
ticularly with  the  case  of  the  jurors.  With  respect  io 
the  removal  of  Mr.  Petrie,  there  were  many  oircum- 
^ances  to  be  considered,  and  oiie  of  the  three  councillofs 
was  obliged  to  be  ren;ioved,  in  ord<^  (q  make  rob(n  jfiar  tbft 
commandef-in-chief  at  the  board. 
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;'''L6ri'Al  'Jtrami\lon\\ii}mt  tliitik  thalilic  causes  of  tJiU 
^turb^inces  iicul  bcc»' state(f,  nor  did  he  think  the  sin td^ 
^erfts  ^liich  Tin  J  been  mj3n]e  at  all  satisfactory,     Coa- 
iiide|-iti£^  'rtie  conduct  which  we  had  uoiformty  used  i^ 
"ward's  India,  it  was  a  miracle  that  the  native  troops  did 
rtot'take  advantage  of  tlie  rebellion  to  throw  off  the  yokd.    . 
lic'^ished  to  know  how  gorernment  got  possession  of  tlie 
otficfi&t  document  which  tlicj  possessed*^  He  ti  ad  heard 
that  the  minute  of  Sir  Geprge  B^mtIow  djd  not  come  n>* 
gtdUrly  through  the  court    of  directors.     This  circuia»> 
stahce,  if  true,  was  by  no  means  favourable  U>  him. 

Sfr  John  AnstriUher  did  not  think  ^he  transactions  d^    • 
ficrved,  by  any  means,  the  epithets  which  bad  been  be^ 
stowed  oh  'thenfi.     Ij'ban  Sir  G.  Bi^rlow,  he  cpuld  say,  no 
ttkTiXi  was  more  ^rm,  more  temperate,  or  ofsfrqnger  judg- 
jfHent.'  It'bad  been  said^  that  the  [)eop\e  of  India  ^verejao^* 
lile  <b  the  government.  This  was  not,  the  .fact.   No  peo(^ 
could  be'  more  attaphed  in  an  v  ^ov.ernment  than  the  nan 
fives  who  lived  under  the  )iia^t Inli^  cocnpany  were  to  Cfe 
BKti.sh. '  'They  knew  well  thdt  tliey  pwed  to  tlHjm  all  the 
ble^siiigs  which  the^  enjoyed. .  The  fact  aUo  nsto.tlie 
jiirors  had  been  mist aled.    Not  one  of  them  bad  beea 
punished  for,  the  verdict  which  (hey  had  given.     Asfsr' 
as  he  could  at  present  see  into  thp  transaction,  he  thought 
the  fcourt  of  directors  h^id  l^ehaved  most  correctly.     He, 
however,  reserved  his  uljin^v'itg  opinion  till  he  had  tfaes ' 
i;vhole  transactions  before  him. 

■  Sir  7*.'  Turlon  was  surprized  at  the  thin  attendance  on 
this  niomentoas  questioru     It  was  .a  proof  of  tlie  insensi« 
bilify  towards  the  aff^ic^.  of  Ipdia^  which  country  it  was 
litterly    impossible    any,  thing,  could    ultimately  save. 
'Much  credit  had  been  given  to  Sir  (^eorgc  Barlow  for  his 
Airmness;  firmness  was  not,  however,  in  his  opinion,  a 
qnality  for  the  possess^ion  of  which  a  man  was  to  be  ex- 
clusively applauded.     \}oyf  that  firmness  had  been  eX« 
efcised  was  ttie  qur^tioa  wheilier  it  was  for  the  advantage 
of  the  country,  or  exerted,  as  in  thp  case  of  the  present  mi* 
nistry,  Xo  insult,   and   irrjtate,   and  injure  tue  people. 
(^Hear^  hear!)* 

Mr.  Grant  reprobated  tl?e  declamation  of  the  honour- 
able baronet  opposite,  which  might  be  of  very  pernicious 
consequences.*    As  to.lli<?  mailer  before' the  house,  then: 
'were ^et' ho  vlocunient^,  and  he  would  wait  for  their  pe« 
Xusai  oefore  he  deciclecl.     He  knew  Sir  G.  Barlow  once  $$ 
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m  pttblic  mvkp  aiid  confessed  his  condoct  ht  the^kli  ims* 
MtioDs  bad  raised  bim  uuspcakablj  ia  hto  •sf^em. 

JVr,  P.  M0pfg  swiy  it  wn»  not  ibe  iafmtMi  of  kb  iMh 
fiomnbk  friend  (Mr.  Cthcvcy')y  to  have  saM  one  wNrd  oti 
the  subject  which  ooiild  have  causal  the  BmaNesi  (lebat«(^ 
liad  ft  not  been  for  the  observations  of*  the  ri^ht  hoooat^ 
able  i^fleman.  All  he  had  advanced  was  merHj  to  ia/ 
a  ^found  for  the  prodnclion  of  the  papers.  Thai  right 
honourable  getideoion  (Mr.  Dundas)  had  coraplaiiied  of 
the  long  tiflie  whioh  bad  intervened  between  the  notice 
/and  bringtofT  forward  tthe  motion:  the  cQffseqtience  ff( 
which  was.  that  many,  pamphlets  and  squifaa  ia  tbeaaw%<* 

{)apcn  hsta  appeared  >  which  tended  to  prejadice  the  jMh* 
ic  mind  on  the  subject.  He  wouM  not  at  that  tioieciiler 
at  any  length  into  the  busrness,  but  would  oontmt  him* 
•elf  with  saying  that  when  Sir  G.  Barlow  went  to  Madfas« 
he  found  a&  army  the  best  disciplined  the  service  had 
ever  knowOi  with  officers  whose  loyalty  had  aever  even 
Iieen  suspected,  and  who  hatl  just  beftie  leoeived  the 
thanks  of  that  house  for  their  emiMot  services ;  and  it 
tremained  hereafter  to  be  investigated  what  were  the  causes, 
and'  who  were  the  principal  instrumeotB  of  making  so 
great  a  change  in  them. 

Mr.  S.  Dundas  said,  he  bad  been  completely  mituad^r* 
afood  in  what  he  had  advanced.  He  iliade  no  complaint 
of  the  feagth  of  time  between  the  ootf  oe  and  bringiag  for- 
ward the  motion;  Init  ibat  t^e  honourable  ^illemaa 
Aould  yesterday  have  given  notice  of  a  motion- for  a 
mass  of  papers,  which  could  not  be  produced  wUboat  the 
greatest  jaconvenieeoa. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  said  the  appointment  of  Sir  G.  Badow 
was  made  between  ministers  and  the  East  India  company^ 
in  conseouence  of  his  resigning  the  govcraaieiil*geiiend 
of  Bengnf. 

Mr.  Dundas  denied  as  ioto  the  statement  of  the  hosmor- 
able  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  for  Sir  G.  Barhnr  waa 
disphocd  by  his  majesty  from  the  govemmeat-fenend  of 
Bengal  in  1806,  and  was  not  sent  to  Bladras  till  IBGB; 

A/r.  LushingjUm  said  he  lamented  the  wafortaoale 
erents  which  had  taken  place,  but  he  could  aot  avoid 
stating,  in  contradiction  to  what  had  fallen,  from  bis  right 
honourable  friends  near  him,  that  in  his  opinion  the  hanii'- 
nesaand  severity  of  Sir  G.  Barlow's  conduct  had  baAi  in  a 
great  measure  the  cause  of  what  had  happenedr  Hrftarai 
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he/liiidr.beeflkjV(aiitj[ng;  }n  1^  spirit  of  couciliatlion  sis^h^ 
cessarv  m  ft  ((^pruf^c^ia  such  a  countrj)  and  <b  fiai^i^* 

tioh)  and.hopi?^}  at,  iu>*dt^aht  ^pnod  ,a  Bjrsicm  MQtdU  ^e 
4uk>|pted  -v^ich  ^VC|U|4  \^nte  tO^^  civil  and  anliliij-eU^r 

«,'  JWn  Crotcey^  in  rcpty,  said,  thtf  right  hoadttiable  j^ifttf- 

lleman  bad  complaLoevl  that  in  consequence  of  tiie4c«j{||[}i 

^f  lime  bjpt.weei)  the  liotice  and  j^he  motion',  patn^bL^a^I 

newspaper  sqiHbs  had  ^ecn  pu bashed  (b,pi«5iidiac'Jlltc 

'  pubifo  qiu^* .  tie  confessed  it  was  raticji  olving  loltb^ 

''pa«iph)eta  hiOat^pk  up  tbjs  business  at  pre^l^t;  rand  b9,(o 

'>]iafnpbleU^»j^^)^n^€rfi^9Qcl  .that  ihe-goYerhmentof  Brtaclcas 

*  A«d  >aipMipIjj^^'i;r  i.u^^Ivs  dountrj,  a  ^U*  6ucU»zr^  (w^o 

AtasMiid.^  j^^j^^jelaiion.  oFihe ri^t  hori6uatbie.gen^» 

»/.«bD>iat;  lh#  <e)^Qfpso  oi^iM^h  ^  jear,  to  ^writi^  uw^i^ 

-'iAitli^yinTiQig^yMymf^. '.  ih^^i^ct^  16  wl(h4iiaw:tbatipji^rt 

.»of.  bi*',Biot^«i..YHirjri:5lq^^d  tor'^Jie.  dyil-depaolmttt^  j 

'iUftto'Xfliidiy:U^'^o^iQp  Vas  read  and  agipeed>to.     ^  '«>v» 

^\ ^-:  ' -  -^  1"^  iftife  i^trW dt  Bitu«8ircK,^  -:'•'• " ."  ?' 

snould  resolve  itself  intb  a  comihititee  df  tlre.\vbOl#  I^Qfue, 

;«Hi.biii:  >^MN^/v8^  |jf)Qgs^4  rela^fv^fD  a  ptovt^a  £i^4ne 

J*  ^JDijIcci  p(,.pr4)i;l^'Jc^,  iilMini'  ^as-'6tet:ardingI^\,dQi?e'(Mr, 

XnAiMtxin/^'ibg^phali^  flgrttionouKiVJ^  s^fitjc 

a.  iMft  thp^aMTf^^wppld^^  foLl)^>to,tT|oi{J)le 

-c  4lie  hois^c  ^vith  nian-y  oDsef^aticm!     Sinde,UiQiebiD^^(^e« 

acceded  to  granti  of  proVt^M 'Mi^i  Ibese  i^i^  faacl^^ri- 

•^<s|a,4t4diitiAj|^it9  tJB*^^^  i(e,/bclfeV^  that  tbe.aeatcoonei^ion 

between  toe  iTlustrious  'Jndmdnal  'in  tqneB^on,  .apd  4he 

'tu«iocrilrei/jj|joC.4hif»x9yi)trv^  to  be  consideredvas  the 

^1  VpriAoipiil  ;4;afi^  y'^^  ^ii^  arreme  severity  bad  been  ex- 

K  .JtifA»m^f^g^f^,]:^pi.  -When,  in  addition  to  this^  it  was 

irdc:oUeb|f4i  -Xh^x  ^he  Duke  of  iBVnnswick  had'givei^  such 

"  >a  fQilc;pdi4*iD>^^ice.  pF  [heroism  in  the  diversion  be  bad 

V  .jBia^in.fajpur  of  Austri^,  and  afterwards  in  fighting  bis 

<iV[,,jmjr  /wp  it^.bor^^^s  of  Bohemia  to  the  banks,  c^  the 

'«>  JElbei  ii^Ut)  the*,  bra  ye  band  who  accompanied,  him,  he 

-' .  .  tlMpil^Lnp  pne  would  object  io  the  motion  be  should  isub* 

t^  «4l|itlla  the  <^»ider2)tioD  pf  the  bouse ;  the  obje(<t  oJ[  vi^Iucb 
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vmi  to  Stifle  on  ihc  Duke  of  Dninswick,  (kft  «qiU  Hf  TOOOil 
ftyear-Dtit  of  the*  civil  Iht^  orerand  tfbottt  the  p&f  us 
*coione1  of  the  re^iiiye^t  he  broug^lit  over  with  him,  wbteh 
%otik)  be  about  15  Of.  a  year.        •        ; 

Lofd  Mitt  on  did  not  me  to  objebt  to  the  motion,  b»t 
Hhen  he  considered  the  immense  prrssarc  of  taxes  Ufk]er 
iirhich  the  people  of  this  cotintry  at  present  hibotired,  to 
-which  cause  he  reatly  believed  the  irritation  and  discon^ 
tent  that  now  prevailed  was  more  to  be  attributed  than 
to  any  other  that  had  been  mentioned,  the  house  *ought  to 
be  extremely  cnutious  how  they  consented  to  add  to  suck 
burdens.  I'bere  were  oth^r  ^^sources  out  of  which  such 
fi^ants*  might  i*»sue,  without  burdenia^  the  people.  The 
droits  oradrairalty  timounted  to  a  very  large  sani,  which 
was  entirety  at  the  disposal  of  his  majesty,  and  bethought 
it  the  duty  of  ministers  to  consider  wid  to  answer  to  the 
houoe  why  this  provision,  and  others  of  a  stmiUr  naturei^ 
should  not  be  provided  out  of  that  fund,. 

Mr.  H.  Martin' was  exactly -of  the  naaie  opinion  with 
the  notae  lord  who  spoke  last,  and  though  be  did  not 
mean  to  oppose  the  motion,  he  thought  the  provision 
should  be  made  from  the  droits  of  ^dmhralty,  andnpt 
from  the  pockets  of  the  people. 

Captain  Parker  expressed  himself  in  favour  of  the  mo^ 
tion.  It  would,  he;said,.bc  a  dreadful  thing  to  see  a 
prince  be^ij^irig  in  the  streets,  and  much  more  repugnant 
to  the  A?c)ings  of  the  pcoule  of  this  country,  than  tlie 
payment  of  (he  sum  required. 

jl/r.  /.  //.  Brawn  thought  that  in  the  present  high 
commercial  prosixrify  of  this  country,  the  house  ought 
not  to  hesitate  at  granting  the  sum  required  by  the  mo^ 
tion.  W)<m  it  was  considered  how  nearly  aHied  the  iU 
lustrious  personage  in  question  M^as  to  his  majesty,  an^ 
that  he  had  a  large  family  to  support  as  well  as  himself, 
he  hoped  there  would  be  no  objection  to  the  motion, 
which  had  his  hearty  concurrence  and  support. 

Sir  J,  Newport  said,  that  neither  the  noble  lord,  nor 
his  honourable  friend  who  followed  him,  )iad  made  the 
smallest  objection  to  the  grant,  but  only  to  the  fund  from 
which  it  was  jo  be  drawn,  The  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  stated  that  the  f)uke  of  Bruns* 
Vick  had  a  large  family  to  support.  If  so,  he  supposed 
the  piety  of  the  honourable  gentleman  must  be  much  oft  * 
fended,  as  he  (Sir  J.  Newport)  had  beefi^  iftfermed  ^th^ 
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UnMe  df  Bf U08wick'i>yt»  not  mcvrrietl.    1  f  ihe  proTiskMi 
now  Q|kod^  If 08  talia^nif  out  of  the  droit*  q(  ndtnirvAiy^it 
wtNild  ivot  be  aburclan  on  tbe 'peopk, ;  and  h«  llKHti^lit 
ministers  ought  at  least  to  give  an  answer  why  it  vmi^  u<H 
taken  from  that  ftiml,  nUher  than  fruin  thB  civil  lit»f« 
'  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  t»aid,  he  was  id  hopes 
the  tigJit  honourable,  baronet  would  have  profited  by  Ihe 
tessoR  he  received  hist  nij^ht^  and  have  inquire<l  into  the 
subject  before  he  ventured  on  rash  asserUonn*    He  saixl  to 
bh  lionouruble  friend  behind  him,  that  his  |>iety  must  be 
offeoded  at  the  Duke  of  Bruiiswick'a  having  a  ianiiljp,  as 
be  uiMlerstood  the  noble  Duke  wa»  not  married.     It  waa 
trUe  that  illustrious  per5ona^e  hadiio  wife,  but  that  aros^ 
fVam  his  iiaving  Imd  the  misfortune  of  lo$in<  ber^ .  but  bo 
was  left  with  two  childijcn  to  >uppO!rtj  which  wat)  eer# 
tainly  a  very  haivy  charge;  and  fie  waa  shocked  to  think 
bow  miicii  his  charaoter  iniglit  have  t:^eeii  i(\jurcJ  by  uitfii' 
kind  of  insjmUtioiiS)  if  not  cxplnihoil. 
,  The  fl|Otiou  was  (hen  read  and  agreed  \o^ 

Sir  S»  Ronnilly's  bill  lo  prevent  privately  fifealia^i^  was* 
fifter  aoQie  objections  from  Mr.  Herbert,  read  the  third 
time,  pasi>ed,  arid  ordenKl  to  the  lords. 

The  remaining  orders  of  the  duy  were  disposed  of,  imd 
Ae  bouse  adjouracdi       *     . 
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